
Cancer diagnosis
for King Charles III
King Charles III has been 
diagnosed with a form of cancer 
and has begun treatment, 
Buckingham Palace said 
yesterday, just a week after he 
was discharged from hospital 
for prostate surgery. The 
palace said that during his 
recent hospital procedure for 
benign prostate enlargement “a 
separate issue of concern was 
noted”. “Subsequent diagnostic 
tests have identified a form of 
cancer,” the palace said in a 
statement, adding that he had 
begun treatment but without 
elaborating on the type of 
cancer found or how advanced 
it was.
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Alfardan 
pavilion 
take centre 
stage at 
DJWE 2024

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani met, in his off ice at Lusail 
Palace yesterday, with Crown Prince of Ajman Sheikh Ammar bin Humaid al-Nuaimi. 
During the meeting, they discussed the existing fraternal relations and ways to 
enhance and develop them, in addition to a range of topics of mutual interest. (QNA)

Amir meets Ajman crown prince

PM opens 20th DJWE
By Joey Aguilar
Staff  Reporter

Qatar’s Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs 
HE Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-
Thani inaugurated the 20th edition of Doha Jewellery 

and Watches Exhibition (DJWE) yesterday at the Doha Exhi-
bition and Convention Centre (DECC).

HE the Minister of Interior Sheikh Khalifa bin Hamad bin 
Khalifa al-Thani, Qatar Tourism (QT) chairman Saad bin Ali al-
Kharji, and a number of dignitaries were present at the opening 
of the QT-organised event which runs until February 11.

In a statement, al-Kharji said: “For the past two decades, 
DJWE has been a symbol of luxury and sophistication at the 
local, regional, and global levels for two decades. The contin-
ued success of the exhibition is consistent with the increased 
momentum of the tourism sector. In fact, at the beginning of 
this year, we marked a record-breaking number of visitors. 

“Our goal at QT is to strengthen Qatar’s position as a pre-
mier tourist destination by constantly developing its tourism 
assets and maintaining its proven track record in service and 
hospitality excellence, as well as developing new and innova-
tive tourism products and services.  To Page 12

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani, HE the Minister 
of Interior Sheikh Khalifa bin Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani are 
seen with prominent Qatari entrepreneur Hussain Alfardan at 
the Alfardan Jewellery pavilion at DJWE 2024 yesterday.

Blinken visit expected to deliver Gaza truce
Reuters
Doha/Riyadh

Top US diplomat Antony 
Blinken met Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister of Saudi 

Arabia Mohamed bin Salman yes-
terday in a visit that Palestinians 
hope will deliver a truce before a 
threatened Israeli assault on Ra-
fah, the border city where about 
half of the Gaza population is 
sheltering.

Secretary of State Antony 

Blinken arrived in Riyadh at the 
start of his fi rst Middle East trip 
since Washington brokered an of-
fer, with Israeli input, for the fi rst 
extended ceasefi re of the war.

Blinken’s meeting with Prince 
Mohamed bin Salman lasted about 
two hours and the secretary did 
not answer reporters’ questions as 
he returned to his hotel.

The off er, delivered to Hamas 
last week by Qatari and Egyptian 
mediators, awaits a reply from 
Hamas, the Palestinian resistance 
movement, who say they want 

more guarantees it will bring an 
end to the four-month-old war in 
the Gaza Strip. 

People look for survivors in the rubble of the Abu Saleh family home in 
Rafah yesterday.

 27,478 massacred
The health ministry in Gaza 
said yesterday at least 27,478 
people have been killed in the 
territory in nearly four months 
of war. A ministry statement 
said 66,835 people have 
been wounded since fighting 
erupted on October 7.



HE the Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Abdulrahman bin 
Jassim al-Thani met at his Amiri 
Diwan off ice yesterday with 
Commissioner-General of the 
UN Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East (UNRWA) Philippe 
Lazzarini.
The meeting discussed co-
operation ties between Qatar 
and UNRWA, especially in the 
humanitarian field in the Gaza 
Strip. HE Sheikh Mohamed 
emphasised that Qatar will con-
tinue to support UNRWA whose 
responsibility has been doubled 
amid the current cataclysmic 
humanitarian situation facing 
the innocent civilian population 
in the Gaza Strip. He stressed 
Qatar’s keenness to continue 
the unhindered and sustainable 
delivery of humanitarian aid to 
the Gaza Strip.
He underscored Qatar’s 
appreciation for the critical 
role performed by UNRWA in 
helping millions of people in the 
Gaza Strip, West Bank, Jordan, 
Syria and Lebanon. HE Sheikh 
Mohamed warned of the cata-
strophic consequences arising 
from putting the funding for 
UNRWA to a halt, and called for 

separating between UNRWA as 
a UN agency with deep-rooted 
values and traditions and the 
claims unleashed against a 
handful of its personnel who 
are being interrogated.
For his part, Lazzarini ex-
pressed UNRWA’s appreciation 
for Qatar for its generous and 
unwavering support for UN-
RWA’s programmes to contrib-
ute to meeting the emergency 
humanitarian needs for the 
Palestinian brothers. 

HE the Minister of State for 
International Co-operation at 
the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs 
Lolwah bint Rashid AlKhater 
also met in Doha yesterday with 
Commissioner-General of the 
UN Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East (UNRWA) Philippe Lazzarini. 
The meeting discussed the 
co-operation relations between 
Qatar and the UNRWA, especially 
in the humanitarian field in the 
Gaza Strip. (QNA)
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PM meets UNRWA commissioner-general

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani sent 
a written message to Djibouti 
President Ismail Omar Guelleh 
pertaining to bilateral relations 
and ways to support and de-
velop them. Qatar’s ambassador 
to Djibouti Rashid bin Shafeea 
al-Marri delivered the message 
during his meeting yesterday 
with Minister of Foreign Aff airs 
and International Co-operation 
and Government Spokesperson 
of Djibouti  Mahmoud Ali Yous-
souf. (QNA)

Amir sends message to Djibouti president

Qatar-Italy eff orts in treating injured Palestinians hailed

Italian ambassador in Doha 
Paolo Toschi has praised Qa-
tar’s co-operation with Italy 

over treating injured Palestinian 
civilians in the Italian hospitals. 
In remarks to Qatar News Agency 
(QNA), Toschi  said that, as Ital-
ians, they feel proud to treat pa-
tients coming from Gaza in their 
hospitals and host their families. 

He added that they also feel 
proud that this is being done in co-
operation with Qatar, which indi-
cates the excellent level of bilateral 
relations. The ambassador added 
that the arrival of the ship Vulca-
no yesterday in Italy confi rms the 
success of the joint humanitarian 
eff orts made by Italy and Qatar to 
alleviate the suff ering of civilians.

Meanwhile, Qatar’s ambassa-
dor in Rome Khalid bin Youssef 
al-Sada said that the arrival of the 
new batch of wounded Palestin-

ian children and their families to 
Italy’s Port of La Spezia on board 
the ship Vulcano is the result of 
co-ordination and co-operation 
between Qatar and Italy.

He pointed out that a medi-

cal team of six doctors from Qatar 
Armed Forces accompanied the 
wounded Palestinians on board 
the Italian ship and helped the 
Italian crew in providing the nec-
essary medical support. (QNA) 

More injured Palestinians arrive in Doha for treatment

A Qatar Armed Forces aircraft arrived in Doha carrying the 13th batch of injured Palestinians from the Gaza Strip 
for treatment, as part of the initiative of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani to provide 
treatment for 1,500 Palestinians from the Strip. The initiative comes within the framework of Qatar’s steadfast 
support and continuing eff orts to alleviate the suff ering of the Palestinian people in the Gaza Strip, in collaboration 
with various regional and international partners, especially in light of the current diff icult humanitarian conditions 
in the Strip. (QNA)

Qatar Armed Forces plane delivers aid for Palestinians
A Qatar Armed Forces aircraft landed in Al Arish, Egypt, with 39 tonnes of aid, including shelter supplies from the 
Qatar Fund for Development. This takes the total of Qatari relief planes sent to 75, with a total of 2,225 tonnes 
of aid. This aid comes within the framework of Qatar’s full support for the brotherly Palestinian people amid the 
tough humanitarian challenges they are subjected to. (QNA)

Family charter 
launched to 
solidify its role 
in community
The Ministry of Social De-

velopment and Family in-
augurated yesterday the 

‘Family Charter’ under the theme 
‘Family is the treasure of a nation’, 
in a critical step towards promot-
ing familial values and the role 
of family in building a tight-knit 
and sustainable community.

HE the Minister of Social De-
velopment and Family Maryam 
bint Ali bin Nasser al-Misnad 
attended the inauguration cer-
emony, alongside a number of 
ministers. The inauguration was 
made through the signing of a 
giant mural across many places 
such as the Dadu Children’s Mu-
seum at Expo 2023 Doha, wis-
dom square and Wefaq Centre. 
The mural includes a substantial 
number of signers and will have 
a positive impact on reinforcing 
awareness and adhering to joint 
responsibility.

The mural will be available 
across the nation to garner a sig-
nifi cant number of signatures 
through explaining the signers’ 
rights and duties. 

The inauguration ceremony 
features an awareness workshop 
to introduce the charter, its sig-
nifi cance, and most important 
principles, such as the tight-knit 
family, social cohesion, as well as 
strengthening the religious val-
ues of the entire community.

Commenting on the impor-
tance of the charter, HE al-Mi-
snad said the signature of the 
charter is a crucial step towards 
solidifying the familial ties and 
achieving the sustainable devel-
opment, especially that family is 
the major incubator of individu-
als, not only through care but 
most importantly through help-
ing the community members in-
ternalize the religious values.

The charter focuses on a com-
bination of principles and values 
that organise familial relation-
ships and safeguard individual 

rights within the family, HE 
al-Misnad highlighted, point-
ing out that the signature is a 
critical step towards promoting 
awareness on the signifi cance of 
preserving the family stability 
and solidify its role in the com-
munity.

She outlined that the charter 
will ensure the right to language 
and identity for the entire com-
munity, along with the fam-
ily duty towards the community, 
fathers’ duty towards sons, the 
right to national upbringing, the 
right to protect maternity and 
childhood, the right to human 
development, the right to expres-
sion and dialogue, the right to 
parental care, moral and religious 
legacies, mutual respect, as well 

as the duty to serve the commu-
nity and homeland.

HE the minister urged the 
whole community to effec-
tively participate in the signing 
of this charter to build a com-
munity based on religious and 
moral values, affirming that the 
charter grants equal rights and 
imposes duties that reinforce 
co-operation values in the fam-
ily and put emphasis on build-
ing a robust foundation based 
on mutual respect and under-
standing, and underscores the 
significance of family as a core 
unit in the community which 
is the source of values and up-
bringing and subsequently help 
build the entire nation accord-
ingly. (QNA)

HE the Minister of State 
for Interior Aff airs Sheikh 
Abdulaziz bin Faisal al-Thani 
met yesterday with the visiting 
Secretary-General of the Arab 
Interior Ministers Council Dr 
Mohamed bin Ali Kuman. The 
meeting discussed topics of 
common interest. (QNA)

Minister meets secretary-general 
of Arab Interior Ministers Council
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QNB hosts planting day for employees at Expo Doha
In a signifi cant stride towards 

environmental conservation, 
QNB, the largest fi nancial in-

stitution in the Middle East and 
Africa, organised a unique event 
where its staff  took the lead in 
planting the bank’s garden at Expo 
2023 Doha.

As part of its commitment 
to sustainability, the event was 
a hands-on experience for the 

bank’s employees. It allowed 
them to actively contribute to the 
creation of a garden space at Expo 
2023 Doha, reinforcing the im-
portance of green spaces in urban 
settings.

The event started with a brief 
orientation on eco-friendly plant-
ing techniques and the signifi cance 
of local plants in conserving water 
and promoting biodiversity. 

The bank’s senior management 
and staff  members, equipped with 
gardening tools and seedlings, 
participated in planting sessions, 

transforming designated areas 
into vibrant green landscapes. The 
event not only served as a platform 
for staff  involvement, but also 

highlighted QNB’s full approach 
to sustainability, integrating envi-
ronmental stewardship with em-
ployee engagement. 

By empowering its staff  to be 
active participants in this green 
initiative, QNB set an example for 
corporate responsibility and col-
lective action. QNB Group cur-
rently ranks as the most valuable 
bank brand in the Middle East 

and Africa. Through its subsidi-
aries and associate companies, 
the group extends to more than 28 
countries across three continents 
providing a comprehensive range 
of advanced products and serv-
ices. The total number of employ-
ees is more than 30,000 operating 
through more than 900 locations, 
with an ATM network of 4,800 
machines.

LuLu rolls out Let’s Eatalian Festival

LuLu Hypermarket, in collabo-
ration with the Italian Trade 
Agency (ITA) Doha Offi  ce, has 

launched the “second moment” of 
the ‘Let’s Eatalian Festival’. Under the 
theme ‘Let’s Eatalian - Authentically 
Italian Products Promotion in Qatar 
2023-2024’, the event marks the cul-
mination of a strategic partnership 
between LuLu Hypermarket and ITA 
Doha Offi  ce, formalising a collabora-
tive relationship throughout 2023 and 
2024.

The festival’s inauguration was held 
at LuLu Hypermarket The Pearl-Qatar 
branch led by Angelo Lo Piccolo, trade 
analyst at ITA Doha. The event wit-
nessed the participation of representa-
tives from both LuLu Hypermarket and 
ITA. The main goals of the partnership 

include elevating awareness, fostering a 
deep comprehension of Italian products 
among the Qatari consumer communi-
ty, and strengthening the representation 
of Italian suppliers in LuLu Hypermar-
ket outlets throughout Qatar.

The ‘Let’s Eatalian Festival’ is a cel-
ebration of the rich and diverse off erings 
of Italian cuisine. “Through our col-
laboration with LuLu Hypermarket, ITA 
aims to enhance the awareness and un-
derstanding of authentic Italian prod-
ucts among the Qatari audience. This 
event marks the beginning of a fruitful 
partnership that will contribute to the 
growth of Made in Italy products in Qa-
tar,” said Lo Piccolo.

The promotional campaign show-
cases an extensive range of products, 
including dry groceries, canned veg-

etables, pasta, rice, cheese and dairy 
products, biscuits, coff ee, olive oil, 
fresh fruits and vegetables, chocolate, 
sauces, spices, and condiments, among 
others.

LuLu Group’s commitment to pro-
moting Italian products is further un-
derscored by its world-class sourcing, 
food processing, and export hub in 
Milan, Italy, which opened last year. 
This business hub is making signifi cant 
contributions to the growth of Italian 
food exports to Qatar.

LuLu Hypermarket and the ITA are 
inviting everyone to savour the fl avours 
of Italy at the ‘Let’s Eatalian Festival 
2nd Moment’ and discover the rich-
ness and authenticity of Italian cuisine 
throughout Qatar at LuLu Hypermar-
ket outlets.

Angelo Lo Piccolo, trade analyst at ITA Doha, leading the ribbon-cutting ceremony of the ‘Let’s 
Eatalian Festival’.

The event included a brief orientation on The event included a brief orientation on 
eco-friendly planting techniques and the eco-friendly planting techniques and the 
significance of local plants in conserving significance of local plants in conserving 
water and promoting biodiversity water and promoting biodiversity 
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Minister of Labour meets ILO chief

HE the Minister of Labour Dr Ali bin 
Smaikh al-Marri met International La-
bour Organisation (ILO) Director-Gen-

eral Gilbert Houngbo in Geneva yesterday.
The meeting discussed ways to enhance col-

laboration between Qatar and the ILO and strat-
egies for their future growth and improvement.

HE Dr al-Marri also went over with Houngbo 
the key developments and changes in Qatar’s 
work environment.

He stressed that the technical co-operation 
programme between the ILO and Qatar has 
achieved multiple successes over the past years, 
having had a positive impact on the Qatar work 

environment, especially after eff orts by the ILO 
Doha offi  ce project to co-operate closely with 
his ministry.

HE Dr al-Marri emphasised Qatar’s gratitude 
for the collaborative endeavours undertaken 
through the partnership with the ILO through-
out the execution of the technical co-operation 
programme, which concluded in late 2023.

These include areas such as occupational 
safety and health, knowledge sharing, and the 
formulation of robust and comprehensive la-
bour market policies aimed at enhancing the 
competitiveness of the knowledge-based econ-
omy. – QNA

Armed Forces chief of staff at World Defence Show 2024
HE the Chief of Staff  of Qatar Armed Forces, 
Staff  Lieutenant-General (Pilot) Salem bin 
Hamad al-Nabit, attended the opening of 
the second edition of World Defence Show 
2024, which is being held in Riyadh. More 
than 773 exhibitors from over 75 countries 
are participating in the show. HE al-Nabit was 
accompanied by a number of senior off icers of 
the Qatar Armed Forces. – QNA

DIMDEX ’24 on March 4-6
The organising committee of the 

Doha International Maritime De-
fence Exhibition and Conference 

(DIMDEX) held a diplomatic briefi ng to 
introduce the 8th edition of DIMDEX 
2024 due to be held under the patronage 
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al-Thani.

Organised and hosted by the Qatari 
Armed Forces, the DIMDEX will be held 
from March 4-6 at the Qatar National 
Convention Centre (QNCC).

The organising committee discussed 
the key logistic preparations with re-
spect to the participation in the DIMDEX 
2024 in the presence of representatives 
of the diplomatic missions, as well as 
military and commercial attaches in the 
embassies accredited to Qatar, alongside 
media professionals.

DIMDEX chairman Staff  Brigadier 
(Sea) Abdulbaqi Saleh al-Ansari said 
that since the launch of its fi rst edition 
in 2008, the DIMDEX has witnessed 
numerous milestones and achieved a 
constant progress primarily refl ected in 
the obvious increase in the number of 
exhibitors, visitors, and offi  cial delega-
tions, along with the scale of participa-
tion and the signed deals.

Alongside the exhibition, the DIM-
DEX is set to organise the Middle East 
Naval Commanders Conference (MENC) 

in partnership with the Centre for Stra-
tegic Studies of the Qatari Armed Forces.

Strategic Studies Centre director 
Brigadier-General (Pilot) Dr Rashed Ha-
mad al-Nuaimi said that this year’s con-
vention will bring together thinkers and 
military leaders.

He said that participants will explore 
the ways to counter the challenges fac-
ing today’s world and set the appropri-
ate frameworks and solutions to handle 
them.

Head of the protocol and offi  cial del-
egations’ section First Lieutenant (Na-
val) Khaled Mohamed al-Siddiqi gave 
an explanation about the opportunities 
off ered by this event to forge acquaint-
ances and communication with the 
high-ranking personalities and offi  cial 
delegations that include ministers of de-
fence, chiefs of staff , naval commanders, 
coast guard commanders and heads of 
defence companies.

Head of the visiting warships and na-
val logistics aff airs department, Major 

(Navy) Abdul Rahman Yousef al-Maliki, 
elaborated on the visiting warships that 
will dock in Hamad Port, highlight-
ing the security and logistical measures 
enforced during the docking in Hamad 
Port.

He also gave a briefi ng on the sports 
tournament for ship crews, due on the 
last day of the DIMDEX, at Al Wak-
rah Sports Club which includes various 
group games that aim to boost interac-
tion and co-operation.

Deputy commander of the signal 
corps of the Qatari Armed Forces and 
chairman of the Project 401 commit-
tee for special operations, Brigadier-
General Ali Hareb al-Hareb spoke on the 
details and functions of the new project 
that includes training centres of the spe-
cial operations specialising in upgrading 
the capabilities of the special forces and 
counter-terrorism units in the world.

The DIMDEX 2024 features growth, 
covering over 35,000sq m distributed 
over seven halls. – QNA

MoI cautions on fake messages, e-mails
Never respond to fake messages and e-mails asking for bank details 
or one-time passwords (OTPs), the Ministry of Interior (MoI) has 
cautioned. 
While addressing the Police With You programme on Qatar Radio 
yesterday, Economic and Cyber Crimes Combating Department 
(E&CCCD) off icer First Lieutenant Nayef Nasser al-Hamidi cautioned 
against phishing attacks that use e-mails or messaging services that 
prompt to click on a link or open an attachment containing malicious 
files.
“Verify the web address and avoid opening links from suspicious 
e-mails (which may be) from fraudsters impersonating the websites of 
various companies,” he said. 
Al-Hamidi asked Qatar residents to alert the authorities by a direct visit 
or through Metrash2 if suspected fraudulent activities are noted.
In case of they have been cheated, the victims can call the hotline at 
66815757 or send e-mail to cccc@moi.gov.qa
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The programmes by 
Katara – the Cultural 
Village that accompany 
the AFC Asian Cup Qatar 
2023 continue to draw 
visitors and fans of all 
nationalities. Perform-
ances of street art and 
popular bands, the Qatar 
Armed Forces band are 
among the various events 
that highlight the culture, 
heritage and arts of Qatar 
and other Asian countries. 
These are in addition to 
the accompanying events 
of the fourth Katara 
International Arabian 
Horse Festival, which also 
concludes on February 
11. The Wisdom Square at 
Katara is also preparing to 
receive hundreds of football 
fans to watch the semi-finals 
of the Asian Cup. Fans can 
watch the matches on big 
screens that are placed 
at four corners of Katara. 
The Thanaya exhibition of 
48 paintings celebrate the 
most important elements of 
the Qatari heritage and the 
glory of Arabian horses.

Katara festivities draw fans, visitorsShura Council 
reviews CGB plans for 
employing Qataris

The Shura Council held 
its ordinary weekly ses-
sion yesterday at Tamim 

bin Hamad Hall at the Council’s 
premises under the chairman-
ship of its Speaker HE Hassan bin 
Abdullah al-Ghanem.

The Council hosted HE the 
President of the Civil Service and 
Government Development Bu-
reau (CGB) Abdulaziz bin Nasser 
bin Mubarak al-Khalifa along 
with a number of CGB experts 
to present the strategic plan for 
recruitment in the government 
sector, the plans to train and 
qualify Qataris for the labour 
market, replacement and na-
tionalisation, and development 
of government services.

At the outset of the session, 
HE al-Ghanem stressed the im-
portant role played by the CGB 
in qualifying Qatari citizens, and 
its eff orts in implementing na-
tionalisation and replacement 
policies, which stems from the 
centrality of the human element 
as a fundamental pillar of de-
velopment, and as an important 
resource that must be developed 
and preserved in line with the 
Qatar National Vision 2030.

Afterwards, the Council lis-
tened to the presentation made 
by the president of CGB, in which 
he discussed the eff orts made to 
provide sustainable competitive 
services and to realise the poten-
tial of human resources through 
excellence and innovation.

During the presentation, HE 
al-Khalifa touched on CGB’s 
specialisations, its eff orts in 
managing and developing hu-
man resources, and its role in the 
recruitment through the “Ka-
wader” platform, by posting job 
opportunities in 54 government 
and semi-government entities 
and the private sector.

He pointed out that the CGB 
succeeded during the past year 
in securing jobs for 4,576 citizens 
(1,476 males and 3,100 females) 
in the government sector.

He added that the bureau is 
continuously developing the 
“Kawader” platform, to provide 
support to jobseekers by pro-
viding courses on preparing CVs 
and for passing interviews.  More 
than 1,900 jobseekers have ben-
efi ted from this during 2023.

He highlighted the bureau’s 
eff orts to improve the govern-
ment work system and develop 
and qualify cadres, reviewing 
human resources policies and 
plans in implementing replace-
ment and nationalisation poli-
cies in accordance with the di-
rectives of the wise leadership.

He added that the implemen-

tation of the relevant plans pass-
es through two paths, the fi rst 
through immediate replacement 
via the “Kawader” platform, or 
through practical training, and 
the second path is through future 
replacement through govern-
ment scholarship programmes.

He pointed out that the fi rst 
track of the plan is by targeting 
any job held by a non-Qatari, ac-
cording to the replacement and 
nationalisation guide issued by 
the bureau, to ensure appropriate 
replacement without disrupting 
the workfl ow. 

He said that various govern-
ment agencies succeeded in 
replacing 712 of the targeted 
jobs during 2023. Regarding the 
“Knowledge Transfer” initiative, 
he said that it is the fi rst-of-its-
kind at the state level and aims to 
develop national talent and the 
capabilities of government sec-
tor employees whose experience 
does not exceed fi ve years to al-
low them to build a network of 
professional relationships and 
to acquire cognitive, behaviour-
al skills in the fi elds of studies, 
data analysis, strategic planning, 
design concept development, 
project management and eff ec-
tive communication.

Regarding the “Tamheen” 
programme, launched by the 
CGB in co-operation with the 
Ministry of Education and High-
er Education, he said that it aims 
to attract citizens towards the 
teaching profession by qualify-
ing non-educational university 
graduates and preparing them to 
fi ll teaching positions

HE al-Khalifa said  the ini-
tiative seeks to develop national 
expertise in various fi elds based 
on the needs required in the gov-
ernment sector through a six-
month development programme 
of functional practice and work 
within consulting companies 
on existing strategic projects, 
which contributes to raising the 
effi  ciency and performance of 
employees in particular and the 
government sector in general.

Regarding the strategic plans 
in the fi eld of training and quali-
fi cation, he pointed to the Bu-

reau’s eff orts to achieve the 
highest levels of organisational 
and administrative develop-
ment and modernisation, as well 
as to enhance human resources 
in government agencies and to 
advance them in a way that in-
creases effi  ciency, eff ectiveness 
and achieves optimal use.

HE al-Khalifa highlighted the 
achievements of the Institute 
of Public Administration of the 
CGB in training and empowering 
Qatari employees, by providing 
them with the necessary func-
tional skills that enable them to 
carry out their tasks eff ectively.

The institute provided 1,415 
training programmes in various 
fi elds during 2023 that benefi ted 
more than 32,000 government 
employees, he added.

He also spoke about the eff orts 
of the CGB in developing organi-
sational structures, government 
services, building capabilities and 
government leaders, pointing out 
in this regard the launch of the 
“Mahara” programme in co-op-
eration with a number of parties 
to qualify jobseekers and to train 
them extensively to fi ll jobs in the 
technical, technological, adminis-
trative and media fi elds.

HE the President of the CGB 
also touched on the “Taqat” ini-
tiative launched by the Bureau to 
optimally handle the challenges 
faced by institutions regarding 
effi  ciency of operating employ-
ees by re-establishing, qualify-
ing and training them to occupy 
new jobs that add value to the 
government.

He also gave a brief presenta-
tion on the bureau’s eff orts in 
proposing and reviewing work 
systems in government authori-
ties with the aim of improving 
the work environment, such 
as activating part-time work, 
launching fl exible work systems 
on an experimental basis to re-
duce the working hours of female 
employees of government agen-
cies during vacations, as well as 
implementing a questionnaire 
to measure government sector 
employees’ satisfaction with the 
work environment, to ensure the 
preparation of plans developed 
in accordance with employees’ 
points of view.

The presentation also includ-
ed a comprehensive explanation 
of the “Ada’a” system launched 
by the bureau to develop em-
ployees’ performance and to mo-
tivate them to demonstrate their 
talents and abilities by involving 
all employees in implementing 
the employer’s goals by linking 
individual performance to insti-
tutional performance. (QNA)

Culture ministry partners with ICESCO 
for training session on cultural heritage

The Ministry of Culture 
held a training session 
yesterday under the theme 

of intangible cultural heritage, 
in collaboration with the Is-
lamic World Educational, Scien-
tific and Cultural Organisation 
(ICESCO) and with the partici-
pation of employers from the 
Ministry of Culture.

The session aims to train the 
employees at the Department of 
Heritage and Identity, along with 
the entities that co-operate with 
the ministry in the field of intan-
gible cultural heritage, including 
the Cultural Village Foundation - 
Katara, the Qatar National Com-
mission for Education, Culture 
and Science, Qatar University, 
alongside other parties.

Director of Heritage and Iden-
tity at the Ministry of Culture 
Sheikha Najla Faisal al-Thani 
said the training session helps 
the ministry prepare national 
talents in intangible cultural 
heritage and to create genera-
tions capable of preparing files 
and logging them in the interna-
tional organisations, to highlight 
the cultural heritage of Qatar, in 
addition to promoting this pat-
rimony at international venues.

The training session intends 
to shine a spotlight on the con-
ventions relevant to the cultural 
part in Unesco, such as the 1972 
World Heritage Convention, 
Convention for the Safeguard-
ing of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage and the Convention on 

the Protection and Promotion of 
the Diversity of Cultural Expres-
sions, she added. 

She pointed out  that the ses-
sion included a practical ap-
plication of inventorying the 
intangible cultural heritage in 
Qatar, since the process is the 
key foundation for countries to 
register the required elements in 
the Unesco representative list.

The trainer at Unesco Moham-
ed Baig said the session was held 
in implementation of the 2003 
Convention for the Safeguarding 
of the Intangible Cultural Herit-
age, to help curators of heritage 
and intangible cultural heritage 
comprehend the key concepts of 
the aforementioned convention. 
(QNA)

Education ministry launches second SACT competition

The Ministry of Educa-
tion and Higher Edu-
cation has announced 

the launch of the second edi-
tion of the Student Awareness 
Competition Talks (SACT) in 
co-operation with the US em-
bassy in Qatar, noting the start 
of judging and evaluation of 
student entries as well as an-
nouncing the finalists for this 
competition.

This year’s edition is a good 
opportunity for 75 male and 
female students from elemen-
tary and prep public and pri-
vate schools in Qatar, who are 
motivated to deliver their vi-
sion for the Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030.

The competition will provide 
an opportunity for students to 
practice thinking skills and the 
art of dialogue with the public, 
to raise their level of awareness 
to reach positive solutions to 
issues and areas they aspire to 
improve and advance. (QNA)

The bureau is 
continuously developing 
the “Kawader” platform, 
to provide support to 
jobseekers by providing 
courses on preparing 
CVs and for passing 
interviews.  More than 
1,900 jobseekers have 
benefi ted from this 
during 2023
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Open House begins at QU

Pre-University Outreach, part 
of the Student Aff airs Sec-
tor at Qatar University (QU), 

yesterday launched a three-day 
Open House event for prospec-
tive students at the Student Aff airs 
building. 

Today is dedicated to female 
students and tomorrow for inter-
national schools.

The event aims to introduce 
high school students, parents 
and academic advisers to the 
colleges and academic pro-
grammes offered by QU, admis-
sion requirements, conditional 
and early admission, and to 
learn about the different sectors 
and centres. 

Dr Eiman Mustafawi, vice-pres-
ident for Student Aff airs, said the 
Open Day provides an opportunity 
for students and parents to inquire 
and ask questions to representa-
tives from all colleges, various de-

partments, and service centres at 
QU.

All secondary government 
schools in the country have 
been invited to attend the Open 
Day event, along with private 
and international schools. Ad-
ditionally, the College of En-

gineering at QU will host its 
Annual Engineering Week, fea-
turing an exhibition where dif-
ferent departments will offer 
activities and events that sim-
plify engineering sciences for 
students, motivate them, and 
help provide insight.

DFI announces 2024 Qumra Masters
Doha Film Institute (DFI) has 

announced its selection 
of fi ve internationally re-

nowned fi lm visionaries as Qumra 
Masters for its tenth annual industry 
incubator event from March 1–6.

Leos Carax, Claire Denis, Atom 
Egoyan, Martín Hernández, and Jim 
Sheridan, as 2024 Qumra Masters, 
will share their directorial expertise 
with Qumra delegates and registered 
participants.

Carax’s filmography includes 
notable works such as Mau-
vais Sang (Bad Blood, 1986), Les 
Amants du Pont Neuf (The Lovers 
on the Bridge, 1991), and the 2012 
film Holy Motors, selected for Of-
ficial Competition at the Cannes 
Film Festival. Carax’s latest fea-
ture film Annette (2021), a pop-
rock melodrama starring Marion 
Cotillard and Adam Driver, won 
the award for Best Director at the 
Cannes Film Festival.

Denis’ portfolio of work includes 
acclaimed fi lms such as US Go Home 
(1994), Nénette et Boni (1996), Beau 
Travail (1999), Trouble Every Day 

(2001), Vendredi Soir (2002) and 35 
Rhums (2009). In 2022, her Both 
Sides of the Blade won the Silver Bear 
at the Berlin International Film Fes-
tival and Stars at Noon was nomi-
nated for the Palme d’Or and award-
ed the Grand Prize of the Cannes 
Film Festival.

Celebrated for his roles as writer, 
director and producer, Egoyan (The 
Sweet Hereafter, 1997) has won fi ve 
top honours at Cannes Film Festival 
and two Academy Award nomina-
tions. One of the driving forces of 
the Toronto New Wave in cinema, 

his most recent fi lm, Seven Veils, 
will have its International Premiere 
at this year’s Berlin Film Festival. 
Egoyan has achieved similar acclaim 
in opera and theatre.

Hernández is an internationally 
revered supervising sound editor 
and sound designer whose distin-
guished career has seen him be-
come a two-time Academy Award 
nominee for Best Sound Editing 
for Birdman (2014) and The Reve-
nant (2015), directed by Alejandro 
G. Iñárritu. He is also a Bafta win-
ner for The Revenant and has been 

nominated for Pan’s Labyrinth, 
Babel, and Birdman. 

Eminent Irish playwright, 
screenwriter, fi lm director and 
producer, Sheridan (My Left Foot, 
1989; In the Name of the Father, 
1993; In America, 2002) has earned 
six Academy Award nominations 
and is a pivotal fi gure in sharing 
Ireland’s culture with the world. 
His collaborations with Daniel 
Day-Lewis in three fi lms, including 
the Academy Award-winning My 
Left Foot, have not only showcased 
Sheridan’s ability as a director but 

also played a part in establishing 
Day-Lewis as, according to Time 
Magazine, The World’s Greatest 
Actor. Sheridan’s versatility as a 
fi lmmaker is further highlighted 
by his work on big-budget studio 
productions such as Get Rich or Die 
Tryin (2005), Brothers (2009), and 
Dream House (2011).

DFI CEO Fatma Hassan Alre-
maihi, said: “As the Arab world’s 
fi rst-of-its-kind talent incubator, 
Qumra has served as the preeminent 
platform for emerging talents to give 
their projects a distinct advantage 

through invaluable networking ses-
sions with leading industry profes-
sionals.”

Elia Suleiman, artistic advisor 
at DFI, said: “Our Qumra Masters 
are bold and visionary fi lmmakers 
who have left an indelible imprint 
in world cinema with unique and 
innovative approaches to sto-
rytelling. Their perspectives on 
fi lmmaking will undoubtedly ben-
efi t our young fi lmmakers, and in 
turn, contribute to a richer body 
of works by emerging talents in the 
region and beyond.”

Atom Egoyan Claire Denis Jim Sheridan Martin Hernandez Leos Carax

Fire Station: Artist 
in Residence invites 
applications for 
programme
Fire Station: Artist in Resi-

dence announced the open 
call of its 9th edition of the 

Artist in Residence programme, 
which will run from February 
11-April 14. The nine-month resi-
dency is scheduled to begin on 
September 15.

The Fire Station: Artist in Resi-
dence is a world-class artist residen-
cy programme, designed to nurture, 
energise, and promote Qatar’s artis-
tic and creative community. 

The residency programme pro-
vides young artists with the op-
portunity to cultivate their talent 
through production support, cura-
torial advice, expert mentorships, 
as well as access to studio space. At 
the end of their residency, artists 
will have the opportunity to show-
case their artworks in an exhibition 
held at the Garage Gallery.

The Fire Station: Artist in Resi-
dence garage, covering approxi-
mately 700sq ft, has been convert-
ed into a dedicated exhibition space 
called “Garage Gallery”, which has 

hosted public exhibitions of the 
work of artists in residence, as well 
as world-class exhibitions organ-
ised by Qatar Museums.

The director of Fire Station: 
Artist in Residence, Khalifa Ah-
mad al-Obaidly, said: “We are 
thrilled to announce the return 
of the much-anticipated Artist 
in Residence programme at Fire 
Station for its 9th edition. The 
programme off ers emerging and 
established artists the oppor-
tunity to showcase their talents 
as well as sharpen their artistic 
style. We look forward to wit-
nessing the artistic fruition of all 
participating artists.”

Head of programmes and ex-
hibitions, Saida al-Khulaifi , said: 
“Throughout the past editions of our 
residency, we have been committed 
to providing a transformative space 
where participating artists are given 
the tools and support they need 
to explore their craft passionately 
through a fabrication lab, woodshop, 
and exhibition spaces to bring their 

vision to life. Through a dedicated 
exhibition at the end of the pro-
gramme, we showcase these diverse 
narratives, inviting audiences to wit-
ness the unique artistic expression 
of each artist in residence, and en-
couraging a rich cultural and artistic 
dialogue.” 

The deadline to apply is April 14, 
2024 for local artists across all dis-
ciplines who are above 21 years old 
and have a valid Qatar ID.

The Artist in Residence pro-
gramme has been a great success 
and has expanded to include a three-
month residency at the prestigious 
Cite Internationale des Art in Paris 
and Studio 209 NY, part of the In-
ternational Studio & Curatorial Pro-
gram (ISCP) in New York City. 

Fire Station: Artist in Residence 
also collaborates with local enti-
ties and organisations on a range 
of activities including workshops 
and collaborative projects designed 
to engage all those involved in the 
programme as well as the wider 
community. (QNA)

QM introduces Design Doha at 
Inter versus Juventus match

Qatar Museums (QM) has 
partnered with Inter and 
Qatar Airways, the Offi  -

cial Global Airline Partner of FC 
Internazionale Milano, to endorse 
Design Doha and promote cultural 
exchange.

The communities of Milan and 
Doha united at the San Siro stadium 
to mark the Inter versus Juventus 
match on Sunday, a pinnacle event 
in Italy’s sporting calendar.

A pre-game reception featured 
an introduction to Design Doha 
presented by consultant Ghada al-
Khater and Dr Jelena Trkulja, the 
senior adviser for Academic and 

Cultural Aff airs at QM.
Attendees of the match were 

then treated to a laser show which 
introduced Design Doha to a sta-
dium of over 75,000 spectators. 

In what was an impressive vic-
tory for Inter, the match showcased 
not only a game of football, but also 
emphasised the close link between 
sport and design and the potential 
of collaboration, underscoring QM’s 
mission to unite people through the 
transformative power of culture.

Design Doha, spearheaded by 
QM’s Chairperson HE Sheikha Al 
Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa al-
Thani, will serve as a platform for 

practitioners from across the Arab 
world, helping to build professional 
pathways, and engage with the ac-
claimed design professionals from 
around the world who will convene 
at the event.

More than 100 designers from 
the Mena region will participate in 
the inaugural Design Doha which 
begins with a week of special 
events from February 24-28, with 
programming running through 
August 5. The partnership was or-
ganised by Qatar Creates, the year-
round cultural movement that 
curates, celebrates, and promotes 
cultural activities within Qatar.

QSC participates in Kuwait fair

The Qatar Scientifi c Club 
(QSC), affi  liated with the 
Ministry of Sports and 

Youth and the Ministry of Educa-
tion and Higher Education (MoE-
HE), is participating in the 14th 
International Invention Fair in the 
Middle East (IIFME) currently be-
ing held in Kuwait until February  7.

Manager of QSC Sheikh Ali bin 
Salman al-Thani leads the Qatari 
delegation to the conference, along 
with representatives of the Qatar 
Science and Technology Secondary 
School for Boys, Qatar University 
and Qatari inventors nominated by 
the General Secretariat of the Gulf 
Co-operation Council (GCC).

The delegation includes innovator 
Khalid Alyafei from QU, innovators 
Omar Mohamed al-Emadi, Jassim 
Issa al-Shammari, Nayef Hamad al-
Aji, and Bandar Talal al-Mansouri 
from Qatar School of Science and 
Technology, alongside candidates 
of the General Secretariat of GCC, 
namely Dr Saif Ali al-Hajri and Hit-

mi Khalifa al-Hitmi.
The delegation is participat-

ing in the event by showcasing the 
Project AquaCare, an innovative 
system to monitor water quality 
that ensures the standards of safe 
drinking water in homes and pub-
lic places and utilises sophisticat-

ed technologies such as the artifi -
cial intelligence (AI), the Internet 
of Things (IoT) to constantly test 
water indicators. The aforemen-
tioned project displays a real time 
data and relays alerts via telegram 
when diversion from the safe lev-
els occurs, in addition to boosting 
health and sustainability project 
granting the individuals the ability 
to ensure the safety of water.

The Qatari delegation is also 
showcasing methods of growing 
crops underneath solar PV panels 
and wind energy. 

Sheikh Ali bin Salman al-Thani 
said QSC is committed to partici-
pating in the exhibition with stel-
lar innovations to highlight the role 
of Qatari innovators, empower and 
brief them on the experiences of 
others, as well as giving them self-
confi dence and spurring them to 
explore innovative solutions for 
problems facing the Qatari commu-
nity, whether at the environmental, 
climatic, or health levels. (QNA)

QC supports Sudan orphanages
Qatar Charity (QC), with the support of the benevolent 
people in Qatar, implemented a qualitative 
humanitarian project to support hundreds of orphans 
and those relocated from Khartoum to Wad Madani 
due to the fighting. 
QC has saved the lives of children at the Mygoma 
Orphanage by providing both food and non-food 
items, medicines and other essential items, in addition 
to paying incentives to the mothers and the staff .
Dr Rahab al-Zain, director of Primary Healthcare at 
the Ministry of Health, said QC played a crucial role 
in saving the lives of children during a very critical 
period after the cessation of support from other 
bodies. 
Zainab Abu Jouda, director of the Mygoma 
orphanage, praised QC for its significant support in 
running the orphanage for two months. 

Hawwa Jibril, a mother who has been working at 
the orphanage for 28 years, said: “We have suff ered 
a lot after the war, bombings, water and electricity 
cuts, and the shortage of working mothers at the 
orphanage. QC’s support with incentives was crucial 
to help the working staff  continue providing services 
with the required quality.”

NU-Q launches new AI initiative

Northwestern Univer-
sity in Qatar (NU-Q) has 
launched the Artifi cial In-

telligence Initiative (AI2) focused 
on meeting the global challenges 
of AI and making decisive contri-
butions to research, teaching, and 
professional development in that 
area.

Launched by dean and CEO 
Marwan M Kraidy, AI2 is designed 
to tackle the challenges and po-
tentials of AI as it catapults to the 
forefront of global consciousness 
due to recent developments in its 
capabilities and its unprecedented 
public availability.

 Kraidy said: AI is “a once-in-
a-generation opportunity-chal-
lenge” that NU-Q, from its loca-
tion at the confl uence of continents 
and disciplines, is well-positioned 
to make signifi cant contributions 
to. 

“AI touches upon every domain 
represented at NU-Q. So we have 
unique contributions to make to 

humanity’s understanding of AI, 
to harness aspects of this tech-
nology’s immense potential for 
humankind that are relevant to 
our mission, and to develop and 
deploy critical research, teaching, 
and professional tools to navigate 
the uncharted waters of the rapid 
and unpredictable developments 
in AI.” 

Kraidy said AI2 will position 
NU-Q as a central player in shap-
ing understanding and application 
of AI in global higher education and 
the media and creative industries 
worldwide. In its formative years, 
AI2 will include three core strategic 
elements:

a new joint curricular col-
laboration with Carnegie Mellon 
University in Qatar in media and 
AI that includes coursework in 
coding, computer science, eth-
ics, and social impact, currently 
in development, the AI and Media 
Lab (AIM Lab), which will drive 
research eff orts on AI and gather 
faculty members, a postdoc-
toral scholar, and undergradu-
ate researchers to collaborate on 
research and organise events; 
and a professional development 
component aimed chiefl y at staff , 
encompassing skill development 
workshops, training exercises, 
and thought-nourishing discus-
sions.

The AI2 initiative is launched by 
NU-Q dean and CEO Marwan M 
Kraidy.



For years, German foreign 
policy was rarely a 
domain of fierce debate 
over fundamentally 

different alternatives. Since 
reunification (1989-91), 
Europe’s largest country and 
strongest economy has defined 
its foreign policy in terms of 
European and transatlantic 
relations, implying ever-deeper 
anchoring within the European 
Union and Nato. In practice, 
this meant outsourcing German 
security to the transatlantic 
alliance, disinvesting militarily, 
and concentrating on boosting 
the country’s economic power.

Postwar Germany’s highest 
priority has been to forge 
compromises with fellow 
Europeans, both deepening and 
enlarging the EU, which German 
leaders have seen as the single 
most important contribution the 
country can make to peace and 
prosperity on the continent. Not 
only is the goal of a stronger EU 
formally enshrined in Germany’s 
Basic Law, but the country’s 
economic model relies heavily 
on European integration and 
global market access. That 
reliance has only increased 
now that cheap energy from 
Russia no longer underpins the 
economy’s competitiveness.

But Germany’s party system is 
changing ahead of this spring’s 
European Parliament elections. 
Newer, radical parties are 
openly challenging the postwar 
consensus. Indeed, the far-right 
Alternative für Deutschland 
(AfD) is promoting an exit from 
the EU, an end to support for 
Ukraine and sanctions against 
Russia, and a reversal of the 
country’s decarbonisation 
policies.

Two years into the current 
government’s tenure, the AfD 

has risen to 20% in national 
polls, and it polls nearly 30% 
in the three eastern German 
states that will hold elections 
this fall. Domestic intelligence 
authorities are on the watch 
and have already designated 
three regional AfD chapters as 
extremist groups.

Back in 2014 (a year after its 
founding), the AfD made a point 
of openly supporting Nato and 
the United States. But those 
commitments have faded. In 
recent years, according to the 
German investigative outlet 
Correctiv, AfD politicians have 
echoed Russian narratives and 
talking points, describing the US 
as a “foreign power”. Following 
Russia’s full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine in February 2022, AfD 
politicians continued to travel to 
Russia and to Russian-occupied 
territory in Ukraine.

AfD members also continue 
to promote ties with the 
Russian-led Eurasian Economic 
Community and the China- and 
Russia-dominated Shanghai 
Co-operation Organisation. And 
recently, the AfD incorporated 
the idea of a “multipolar world” 
– the battle cry of Russian and 
Chinese nationalists – into its 
party programme.

These changes should do away 
with the founding myth that the 
AfD is a copy of the Christian 
Democrats of the 1980s, firmly 
anchored in Western values. 
Never has a party in the Federal 
Republic adopted a policy 
of embracing the Kremlin so 
strongly. The AfD’s strategic re-
orientation toward Russia sets 
it apart even from many other 
right-wing parties in Europe, 
including those in Finland and 
Sweden. In Italy, the right-wing 
nationalist prime minister, 
Giorgia Meloni, has openly sided 
with Ukraine and criticised the 
AfD for its Russia ties.

Another radical party that has 
jumped to double-digit support 

in the polls is the Bündnis Sahra 
Wagenknecht (BSW), founded 
just last month by Wagenknecht, 
a longtime senior figure in 
Germany’s far-left party, Die 
Linke. Wagenknecht wants 
immediate “peace” negotiations 
with Vladimir Putin and a 
resumption of cheap Russian 
hydrocarbon imports. When 
it comes to Russia’s war of 
aggression and internationally 
recognised war crimes against 
the Ukrainian people, she is 
largely silent. With Russian 
disinformation campaigns 
gearing up ahead of this year’s 
elections, her party has a good 
chance of entering German state 
governments and the European 
Parliament.

Support for the BSW and the 
AfD has come at the expense of 
the ruling coalition members: the 
Social Democrats, the Greens, 
and the pro-business Free 
Democrats. Their popularity is 
now at historic lows, with some 
eastern German chapters polling 
at levels below the 5% threshold 
to remain in parliament.

True, support for the coalition 
parties is higher nationally (the 
eastern states represent only 
one-fifth of the electorate), and 
even if the AfD or the BSW make 
it into regional governments, 
foreign policy would remain 
primarily a federal matter. 
Nonetheless, the AfD’s growing 
support has led established 
parties – especially the centre-
right Christian Democrats – to 
harden their positions on issues 
such as migration.

German business leaders 
are waking up to these 
developments as the country 
enters its second year of 
recession. One big worry is that 
if the AfD gains more ground, 
sorely needed high-skilled 
migrant labour may dry up and 
foreign investment may decline. 
Companies planning to set up 
shop in Germany – such as 

the chip producers TSMC and 
Intel – would have a hard time 
persuading their staff to move 
to a country with increasingly 
nativist politics. Corporate 
leaders are speaking up, realising 
that protecting Germany’s open 
society is an economic priority 
as much as it is a moral and 
political one.

Even more importantly, 
millions of Germans have taken 
to the streets following a report 
by Correctiv that AfD members 
had met with neo-Nazis to 
discuss mass deportations 
of immigrants and “non-
assimilated citizens.” Even the 
French far-right leader Marine 
Le Pen has now distanced herself 
from the AfD.

Following these revelations, 
this year’s Holocaust 
Remembrance Day (January 27) 
and the promise of “never again” 
acquired a newly poignant 
resonance. More people are 
recognising that far-right 
extremists could become a 
part of the government in the 
near future. The fragility of 
democracy, and the possibility 
that Germany – or even Europe 
– will return to the darkness of 
its past, cannot be discounted.

For now, Germany’s 
commitment to Ukraine holds. 
While the governing coalition 
is often criticised for late arms 
deliveries, it has just earmarked 
another €7bn ($7.6bn) for Ukraine 
aid. Germany is now shouldering 
over half of all EU aid, even 
though it accounts for only one-
quarter of the bloc’s GDP.

But with the prospect of 
a victory for Donald Trump 
in this year’s US presidential 
election, German Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz has made it clear 
that others must step up. 
Germany needs to invest billions 
into digitalisation, the green 
transition, its ailing military, 
transportation infrastructure, 
and education; but it cannot 
afford to weaken its European 
commitment. While the 
three governing parties have 
each become somewhat more 
restrictive on migration, 
they have doubled down on 
strengthening the EU.

That means the upcoming 
European elections will finally 
offer voters a real choice with 
far-reaching implications. 
Moderates will need to explain 
that a symbolic protest vote 
for radicals holds real dangers. 
As Scholz recently warned: 
“Nationalists act against 
national interest.” At a time 
when Germany and Europe 
must adapt to a new geopolitical 
environment, the danger is 
acute. — Project Syndicate

 Daniela Schwarzer, a member 
of the Executive Board of the 
Bertelsmann Stiftung and a 
senior fellow at the Harvard 
Kennedy School’s Belfer Center, is 
a former director of the German 
Council on Foreign Relations 
and former executive director for 
Europe and Central Asia at the 
Open Society Foundations.

In the vein of We Are the World, the 1985 hit that sold more than 
20mn copies globally, the song Lasting Legacy was released at the 
United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP28) in Dubai. The 
offi  cial charity anthem features 13 artists from around the world 
singing about unity, co-operation, and climate action.

One legacy of COP28 that ought to be commemorated in song 
is the launch of the Loss and Damage Fund. This new channel 
for multilateral fi nance aims to support developing countries 
that are facing ballooning costs from storms, heatwaves, fl oods, 
landslides, wildfi res, droughts, sea-level rise, biodiversity loss, and 
desertifi cation. These adverse eff ects of global warming are causing 
hundreds of billions of dollars in damage every year.

Currently, however, pledges to the Loss and Damage Fund are 
well below target. At COP28, donor countries, led by France, 
Germany, Italy, the United Arab Emirates, and the United Kingdom, 
promised around $700mn – far short of what is needed to meet 
the challenge. Despite that, the UAE’s commitment is a welcome 
departure from the widely held view that only those countries with 
a historic responsibility for climate change should pay for loss and 
damage. It signals to today’s world that the responsibility for the 
state of the planet and its climate must be borne by everyone, while 
underscoring the importance of multilateral co-operation, especially 
among powerful governments.

To be sure, billions of dollars are 
already being invested in climate-
change mitigation and adaptation 
through the multilateral system. 
Nearly all international fi nancing 
institutions have facilities devoted 
to this end. The International 
Monetary Fund, for example, has 
its Resilience and Sustainability 
Trust, which received at least 
$41.1bn in pledges as of November 
2023. Meanwhile, the UN has 
several, including the Central 
Emergency Response Fund, which 
spent around $2.2bn between 2006 
and 2022 on eff orts to mitigate 
the eff ects of climate change, and 
Country-Based Pooled Funds. The 
UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change Synthesis Report 
on Loss and Damage (which one of 
us co-authored) identifi ed some 
45 funding windows dedicated to 
disaster preparedness, with 13 more 
focused on emergency response.

This raises the question of where the Loss and Damage Fund 
fi ts in this crowded and complex terrain. Certainly, there is still 
a great need for fi nancing: signifi cant gaps remain, and the lack 
of grant funding, especially for recovery and reconstruction, is 
particularly worrisome. It will also be crucial to expand climate-
risk insurance coverage and facilitate debt swaps (and deferrals) to 
create more fi scal space amid surging global interest rates. On the 
other hand, the new fund risks becoming another vain attempt to 
mend a multilateral system that is outdated and unfi t for purpose – 
especially if it is underfunded.

To avoid that outcome, the Loss and Damage Fund should move 
away from a project-based model that involves doling out small 
amounts of money. Given the scale of the challenge and the intensity 
of people’s suff ering, the Fund should instead embrace structural 
and policy innovations that would help establish a new generation of 
multilateral organisations. The Summit for a New Global Financing 
Pact, convened by French President Emmanuel Macron last year, and 
the Bridgetown Initiative led by Barbadian Prime Minister Mia Amor 
Mottley provide many starting points and proposals for redesigning 
the global fi nancial system.

More specifi cally, the Loss and Damage Fund could create a new 
template for countries to mobilise domestic resources for climate 
mitigation and adaption more eff ectively, and to access global 
fi nancial markets and multilateral lending at fair terms, as well as 
diff erent forms of debt relief. The Fund could also design a global 
insurance scheme for the most vulnerable households and small and 
medium-size businesses.

In today’s fragmented world, the Loss and Damage Fund 
could easily be derailed. But it is in our common interest to 
assist the most climate-vulnerable countries with recovery and 
reconstruction in a way that does not compromise development 
gains achieved over past decades. Providing these countries with 
enough resources, financial and otherwise, would ensure stability 
for us all. — Project Syndicate
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Germany’s risky 
alternatives
By Daniela Schwarzer
Berlin

Demonstrators protest against the far-right AfD party during a rally under the motto ‘We are the firewall’ called 
for by international non-profit organisation ‘Hand in Hand’ to protest against right-wing politics in front of the 
Reichstag building in Berlin on Saturday. (AFP)

10 Gulf Times
Tuesday, February 6, 2024

COMMENT

 P.O.Box 2888, Doha, Qatar

 editor@gulf-times.com

 44350478  (News),

 44466404  (Sport), 

 44466636  (Home delivery) 

 44350474

 facebook.com/gulftimes

 twitter.com/gulftimes_Qatar

 instagram.com/gulftimes

 youtube.com/GulftimesVideos

Subscription
 circulation@gulf-times.com

© 2024 Gulf Times. All rights reserved

To Advertise
 gtadv@gulf-times.com

Display
 44466621  
 44418811

Classified
 44466609  44418811
 gtcad@gulf-times.com

Realising potential 
of climate loss 
and damage fund

Pakistan elections

Pakistan’s prime ministerial candidates Nawaz Sharif (left) in Lahore on January 29, 2024, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari (centre) in Batkhela on January 
31, 2024 and Imran Khan in Lahore on May 18, 2023. Pakistan goes to the polls on Thursday in an election that rights observers have dubbed 
deeply flawed, with the country’s most charismatic politician -- Imran Khan -- languishing in jail, barred from taking part. The nuclear-armed 
nation of 240mn people is cast as the world’s fifth largest democracy, but judicial hounding of the former prime minister has some questioning 
that claim. (AFP) Page 11
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WORLD

By David Fox, AFP
Islamabad

P
akistan goes to the polls this week in 
an election that rights observers have 
dubbed deeply flawed, with the coun-

try’s most charismatic politician languish-
ing in jail, barred from taking part.
The nuclear-armed nation of 240mn people 
presents itself as the world’s fifth largest 
democracy, but judicial hounding of former 
prime minister Imran Khan has some 
questioning that claim.
In the past week Khan, a former international 
cricketer who led Pakistan to victory in the 
World Cup in 1992, has been sentenced to 
lengthy jail terms for treason, graft, and an 
illegal marriage.
Analysts say the character assassination 
shows how worried the military-led 
establishment is that his Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) party could still prove a decisive 
factor in Thursday’s vote.
“I am sure they are worried about it, and the 
military doesn’t have the capacity to put 
in a fix at national level,” said analyst Shuja 
Nawaz, author of The Battle for Pakistan, a 
book examining Islamabad’s relations with 
Washington.
“PTI can squeak in with a sizeable number 
and still be a player,” he told AFP.
Shuja said while Western nations were 
avoiding making any comment on the 
political chaos gripping Pakistan, they were 
still watching events closely, worried about 
the risk of insecurity.
“In a broad sense, an election in Pakistan 

is a mere blip on the radar, given all the 
crises proliferating around the world,” 
said Michael Kugelman, director of the 
South Asia Institute at the Woodrow 
Wilson International Center for Scholars in 
Washington.
“But let’s be clear: Pakistan’s polls do matter.”
The country has been run by the military 
for much of its history since partition from 
India in 1947, and occupies a strategic space 
neighbouring also Afghanistan, Iran and 
China.
It has been at the centre of the so-called 

“war on terror”, with Al Qaeda founder 
Osama bin Laden finding shelter in the 
country until he was killed in a Navy Seal 
commando raid in 2011.
The architect of the 9/11 attacks on the 
United States, Khalid Sheikh Mohamed, is a 
Pakistani, now incarcerated at Guantanamo 
Bay.
The strategic importance is highlighted by 
the fact that Beijing made the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) the centrepiece 
of its trillion dollar Belt and Road initiative, 
giving the world’s most populous nation 
access to the Arabian Sea and beyond via an 
“all-weather friend”.
The country itself, however, appears 
permanently in crisis.
Deeply in debt, the economy has for 
decades been propped up by successive 
bailouts from the International Monetary 
Fund and loans from wealthy gulf Arab 
nations.
Inflation is galloping at nearly 30%, the 
rupee has been in freefall for three years 
— losing nearly 50% of its value since 2021 — 
and a balance of payments deficit has frozen 
imports, severely hampering industrial 
growth. The Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) is expected to win the most seats 
in Thursday’s vote, giving its 74-year-old 
founder Nawaz Sharif a fourth shot at 
running the country.
He will most likely have to form a coalition 
with one or more junior partners — including 
the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), another 
family-run dynasty now led by Bilawal 
Bhutto-Zardari.
But the showing of PTI’s candidates — forced 

to run as independents since the party was 
barred from competing as a bloc — will be 
crucial.
“No party will get an outright majority, 
leaving the top finishers — likely led by 
the PML-N — to put together what will 
probably be a weak coalition susceptible to 
heavy influence by the military,” predicted 
Kugelman.
“If PTI loses, its large support base — already 
reeling from crackdowns on the party — will 
be highly aggrieved.”
His supporters took to the streets last May 
after Khan was first arrested, a year after 
he was controversially ousted from off ice 
following a National Assembly vote of no-
confidence.
Khan claims his dethroning was 
orchestrated with the help of Washington, 
angered by his visit to Moscow the day after 
Russia invaded Ukraine and his refusal to 
take sides in that conflict.
Khan is out of the picture for now, sentenced 
to prison terms of 14, 10 and seven years in 
three hastily-run trials held inside a prison 
court last week.
But disgrace rarely lasts long in Pakistan 
politics — frontrunner Sharif was himself 
sentenced to lengthy jail terms and exile 
abroad, only to have the convictions 
quashed when his party’s fortunes 
improved.
It all depends on the mood of the military, 
said Munizae Jahangir, co-chair of the 
Human Rights Commission of Pakistan.
“They first make up all these leaders and 
then they demolish them,” she told AFP last 
week.

Jailed Khan looms large over flawed election

SPOTLIGHT: In the past week Imran 
Khan, a former international cricketer 
who led Pakistan to victory in the World 
Cup in 1992, has been sentenced to 
lengthy jail terms.

Taylor Swift made Grammys 
history Sunday by winning her 
fourth Album of the Year prize, 
the most of any artist — the 
crowning moment of a night 
of electric performances and 
breakthrough wins.
In taking home the honour at 
the 66th annual Grammys in Los 
Angeles, Swift surpassed the 
likes of Frank Sinatra, Paul Simon 
and Stevie Wonder, industry 
greats she previously had been 
tied with.
It’s a cherry on top for the 
34-year-old, who is already one 
of music’s blockbuster stars.
“For me, the award is the work,” 
Swift said, who earlier in the 
night announced she would drop 
a new album on April 19. “I love it 
so much.”
“It makes me unbelievably blown 
away that it makes some people 
happy who voted for this award 
too.”
Swift however lost two other top 
prizes she was up for.
Record of the Year honours went 
to Miley Cyrus’ Flowers and the 

prize for Song of the Year, which 
honours songwriting, went to 
Billie Eilish and Finneas O’Connell 
for What Was I Made For? from 
the Barbie soundtrack.
“This award is amazing but I 
really hope it doesn’t change 
anything because my life was 
beautiful yesterday,” Cyrus said 

onstage as she accepted her 
prize, her second of the evening 
— and the second of her career.
“Not everyone in the world will 
get a Grammy, but everyone 
in this world is spectacular, so 
please don’t think that this is 
important.”
The already decorated Eilish was 

equally humble in accepting her 
prize, saying: “I just want to say 
everyone in this category, like — 
that was a crazy list of incredible 
people, incredible artists, 
incredible music!”
And Victoria Monet won the 
coveted Grammy for Best New 
Artist, her third prize of the 
evening.
Monet entered the night with 
seven nominations, including 
one for Record of the Year, 
after her debut studio album 
Jaguar II sparked a commercial 
breakthrough following years in 
the industry.
“Thank you to the champagne 
servers of tonight. That’s my 
first thank you,” Monet told the 
audience, also thanking her 
mother.
A clean sweep of the top awards 
for women was a triumph for the 
Recording Academy, which has 
been working for years against 
criticism that it heavily favours 
white men.
“As a woman, it feels a lot of the 
time like you’re not being seen... 

this makes me feel very seen,” 
Eilish told journalists backstage, 
when asked what the banner 
year for women meant to her 
going forward.
“Sometimes it feels really good 
to, like, have somebody telling 
you ‘good job’.”
This year, just one man, the jazz 
polymath Jon Batiste, was up for 
Album and Record of the Year; he 
left the gala empty-handed.
Top nominee SZA, who entered 
the night with nine nods, seized 
three total prizes, including Best 
R&B Song, Best Progressive R&B 
Album and Best Pop Duo or 
Group Performance with Phoebe 
Bridgers.
She burst onto the stage in 
a fluster to claim her Best 
R&B Song prize, telling the 
crowd she had just finished 
changing following her sizzling 
performance.
“I’m just really overwhelmed,” 
she said. “You don’t really 
understand, I came really, really 
far and I can’t believe this is 
happening.”

Swift wins record 4th best album Grammy at star-studded gala

US singer-songwriter Taylor Swift accepts the Best Pop Vocal Album 
award for Midnights on stage during the 66th Annual Grammy 
Awards at the Crypto.com Arena in Los Angeles. (AFP)

UK, Ireland leaders in Belfast 
as power sharing resumes
AFP
Belfast

The prime ministers of the 
UK and Ireland met North-
ern Ireland’s new politi-

cal leaders in Belfast yesterday to 
mark the return of power-sharing 
in the province after a two-year 
impasse.

UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 
arrived in the Northern Ireland 
capital on Sunday, a day after Sinn 
Fein’s Michelle O’Neill made his-
tory by becoming the province’s 
fi rst Irish nationalist leader.

Sunak and his Ireland counter-
part Leo Varadkar, who arrived in 
Belfast yesterday morning, met 
O’Neill and the pro-UK Demo-
cratic Unionist Party’s (DUP) 
Emma Little-Pengelly, who holds 
the Deputy First Minister post.

The return of devolved govern-
ance in the province comes after 
the DUP, Northern Ireland’s big-
gest pro-UK party, ended a two-

year boycott of Northern Ireland’s 
parliament, Stormont.

The stalemate, which collapsed 
the devolved government in 2022, 
was broken after a deal was struck 
with Sunak’s government in Lon-
don over post-Brexit trade rules in 
Northern Ireland.

“It has taken a lot of hard work 
and indeed courage to get us sit-
ting round this table,” Sunak told 
the joint heads of the ministerial 
executive at Stormont.

“Today isn’t the end. It’s the 
beginning, and the real work starts 
now.” The UK government has of-
fered a £3.3bn ($4.15bn) package to 
stabilise the region’s fi nances and 
settle public sector pay claims.

Sunak said the off er represented 
“a generous and fair settlement”, 
but policy-making ministers in 
the Northern Ireland Executive 
are expected to press for more.

Varadkar vowed that his gov-
ernment would “do everything 
that we can do to help this execu-
tive to be successful”, adding that 

“we’re keen to get north-south 
co-operation going again.”

O’Neill, who predicted on Sat-
urday that the UK territory will 
hold a vote on unifi cation with 
Ireland within the next decade, 
said on Saturday that Northern 
Ireland’s funding model was the 
executive’s number one priority.

Northern Ireland was created 
in 1921 with an in-built Protestant 
majority after Ireland gained in-
dependence from Britain.

Three decades of sectarian con-
fl ict erupted within the territory in 
the late 1960s.

A 1998 peace deal largely ended 
the violence and provides for the 
possibility of an all-Ireland vote 
on unifi cation, often referred to as 
a border poll.

Under the terms of the accord, 
the British and Irish governments 
should organise a vote if it be-
comes apparent that “a majority 
of those voting would express a 
wish” for Northern Ireland to split 
from the UK.

(From L) Britain’s Northern Ireland Secretary Chris Heaton-Harris; newly appointed Northern Ireland’s First 
Minster, Sinn Fein’s Michelle O’Neill; newly appointed Northern Ireland’s deputy First Minster, Democratic 
Unionist Party’s Emma Little Pengelly; and Britain’s Prime Minister Rishi Sunak pose at Stormont Castle in 
Stormont yesterday. (AFP)

Trump to 
Republicans: 
Kill the bill 
AFP
Washington

Former US president Donald 
Trump urged Republicans 
yesterday to reject a bipar-

tisan Senate deal trading tough 
new border security measures 
for $60bn in Ukraine funding 
and other national security pri-
orities.

“Don’t be STUPID!!! We need 
a separate Border and Immigra-
tion Bill. It should not be tied to 
foreign aid in any way, shape, or 
form!” said Trump, who running 
for reelection and is desperate to 
deprive President Joe Biden of a 
major legislative win ahead of 
the November vote.

With the White House race 
looking almost certain to be a 
rematch of 2020, the Republican 
former president has been ham-
mering his Democratic successor 
over record numbers of undocu-
mented migrants crossing the 
southern border.

Senators unveiled one of the 
harshest immigration bills in a 
generation Sunday, including 
signifi cant restrictions that Bi-
den has committed to signing 
into law.

The $118.3bn package includes 
$60bn for Ukraine, $14bn for 
Israel, $10bn in humanitarian 

aid, nearly $5bn for Asia-Pacifi c 
partners including Taiwan, and 
$20bn in new border funding.

It would be a major win for 
immigration hawks — full of 
concessions that Democrats 
would normally have strongly 
opposed, such as the curbing of 
presidential discretion in allow-
ing in refugees for humanitarian 
reasons, an expedited removal 
process and a mandate to close 
the border when apprehensions 
reach 5,000 daily.

It also includes none of the 
priorities Democrats typically 
push for, such as a path to citi-
zenship for the country’s esti-
mated 11mn undocumented mi-
grants.

But Trump has an iron grip on 
Republicans leading the House 
of Representatives, and has 
called repeatedly for the party to 
kill the legislation and deny Bi-
den and his Democrats a politi-
cal victory ahead of November’s 
election.

“This Bill is a great gift to the 
Democrats, and a Death Wish for 
The Republican Party,” Trump 
added.

“It takes the HORRIBLE JOB 
the Democrats have done on 
Immigration and the Border, 
absolves them, and puts it all 
squarely on the shoulders of Re-
publicans.”

Senegalese President Macky Sall on Saturday announced a delay to 
the February 25 vote, just hours before campaigning was off icially set 
to begin. The opposition says the postponement is part of a plan by 
the presidential camp to avoid defeat or even to extend Sall’s term in 
off ice. Senegalese MPs were debating the proposal yesterday amid 
tight security in the capital. It will need the support of three-fifths of 
the 165 lawmakers and does not appear to be a done deal.
“If the proposal passes today, Macky Sall will never stop,” Diouf said 
indignantly.

Outrage over Senegal bid to delay poll

Chinese-Australian dissident 
writer Yang Jun was yesterday 
handed a suspended death 
sentence for espionage in China, 
Beijing said, five years after he 
was detained on a rare visit to his 
homeland.
The Chinese-born Australian 
citizen has been in jail since 2019 
on spying allegations and is said 
to be in ill health.
The writer, whose pen name is 
Yang Hengjun, has denied the 
allegations, telling supporters he 
was tortured at a secret detention 
site and that he feared forced 
confessions may be used against 
him.
His sentencing is one of China’s 
heaviest in a public trial for 
espionage in years.
Yang, who gained a huge 
following in exile for his spy 
novels and calls for greater 
freedom in his homeland, was 
sentenced by a Beijing court 
yesterday “in an espionage case”, 
the foreign ministry said.
“It found that Yang Jun was guilty 
of espionage, sentenced him to 
death with a two-year suspended 
execution, and confiscated all 
his personal property,” foreign 
ministry spokesman Wang 
Wenbin said.
Canberra has condemned the 
death sentence, which it said 
could be commuted to life in jail 
after a period of two years, during 
which time Yang would remain 
imprisoned.
“The Australian government is 
appalled at this outcome,” Foreign 
Minister Penny Wong told a news 
conference.
“We will be communicating our 
response in the strongest terms,” 
the Australian minister said.

China hands 
suspended death 
sentence to 
Australian writer

Chile began two days of national 
mourning yesterday for at least 
122 victims of a raging wildfire, 
as the search continued for the 
missing and survivors picked 
through the scorched remains of 
their lives.
“All of Chile weeps for Valparaiso,” 
President Gabriel Boric said 
Sunday as the central coastal 
region reeled from the weekend 
inferno that has become the 
world’s third-deadliest wildfire 
this century.
Crowded hilltop neighbourhoods 
that overlook the tourist hotspot 
found themselves without 
electricity and with limited water, 
the streets strewn with charred 
cars, debris and ash.
“The most important parts of 
my house were saved, but now 
we are without electricity, we 
can’t do anything or charge 
our cell phones. Traff ic is 
complicated with burned cars, 
everything is devastated,” said 
Patricia Guzman, 63, in the 
otherwise razed Canal Chacao 
neighbourhood.
Volunteers streamed to the worst-
hit areas to help families, rescue 
pets, and deliver food, water, and 
tents.
Meanwhile, rescue workers 
scoured the rubble for further 
victims.
The state forensic agency 
yesterday reported the toll stood 
at 122 dead, with only 32 of the 
victims identified.
Boric had warned Sunday that the 
earlier death toll of 112 could rise 
“significantly.”
Most of the deaths have been in 
Vina del Mar, a popular tourist 
spot known for its beaches and 
botanical gardens.

Chile mourns 122 
killed in wildfire

Millions of people faced 
dangerous flooding in California 
yesterday after a storm brought 
record rains and gusting winds, 
leaving at least one person dead.
The US National Weather Service 
warned of “life-threatening” flash 
flooding caused by “excessive 
rainfall,” especially in the 
southern part of the state, as a 
so-called “atmospheric river” 
came ashore from the Pacific 
Ocean.
“This is a serious storm with 
dangerous and potentially 
life-threatening impacts,” said 
Governor Gavin Newsom as he 
declared the state of emergency 
for eight counties in Southern 
California.
Areas under the emergency order 
include Los Angeles, Orange, 
Riverside, San Bernardino, San 
Diego and Santa Barbara.
According to the NWS, another 
five to eight inches of rain were 
expected to fall around the Los 
Angeles area Monday, bringing 
the total amount of rain in the 
last 48 hours to up to eight to 14 
inches in some areas.

US storm brings 
record rain, floods
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The Alfardan pavilion takes centre stage 
at the 20th Doha Jewellery and Watches 
Exhibition (DJWE), showcasing an ar-

ray of unique and exclusive collections from 
renowned luxury brands.

The DJWE 2024, taking place at the Doha 
Exhibition and Convention Centre (DECC) 
until February 11, brings together more than 
500 international brands from 10 countries 
under one roof, according to Qatar Tourism 
(QT).

At the Alfardan pavilion, Chopard is pre-
senting novelties such as L’Heure du Dia-
mant, Mille Miglia Classic Chronograph, and 
Happy Diamonds Planet.

Qatar Special Editions like the Mille Miglia 
GTS with a green dial and exclusive references 
of Mille Miglia and L’heure du Diamant are 
also on display.

Tiff any & Co unveils its 2024 Bird on a Pearl 
collection for the fi rst time at the event.

The exhibition is also featuring 2023 Sch-

lumberger by Tiff any Bird on a Rock and a 
campaign showcasing creations worn by 
House Ambassador Anya Taylor-Joy.

Vacheron Constantin displays novelty 
timepieces, including Overseas self-winding, 
Overseas moon phase retrograde date, Over-
seas self-winding in gold and light, Tradition-
nelle manual-winding, and Patrimony retro-
grade day-date.

Marli showcases signature collections in-
cluding Tip-Top, Empire, Cleo, Avenues & 
LIFE, with a special focus on the newly intro-
duced LIFE collection from the previous year.

Girard-Perregaux’s spotlight is on the Neo 
Constant Escapement and the Esmeralda 
A Secret Edition, featuring four new limit-
ed colours, including pink gold and purple 
enamel, pink gold and brown enamel, white 
gold and grey enamel, and white gold and 
green enamel.

Franck Muller showcases the exclusive Zo-
diac collection along with other Qatar’s Van-
guard limited edition watches in various cap-
tivating colours.

Chaumet reveals an exclusive, one-of-a-
kind Iris High Jewellery necklace, featuring a 

rare 24.26-carat Tanzanian spinel.
Another highlight is the Soir de Fete High 

Jewellery set, capturing the essence of Qatar’s 
rich pearl heritage with intricate diamond de-
tails.

Noudar will launch the Maha’s Henna col-
lection, inspired by the classic Henna and 
Enamel collections, while Satoro is focusing 
on its Happy collection.

Gallery Al Tawash, curated by Aisha Al-
fardan, presents the Aisha Collection, em-
bodying the intersection of tradition and mo-
dernity within Qatar’s pearl heritage.

Dolce & Gabbana is making its mark at the 
DJWE in collaboration with Alfardan Jew-
ellery, showcasing its exquisite creations 
throughout the event.

Butani Jewellery debuts its new Bridal col-
lection at the DWJE 2024, capturing the es-
sence of eternal love and celebrating the 
beauty of brides on their special day.

Alfardan Jewellery’s 70th-anniversary cel-
ebration off ers a breathtaking experience, 
merging tradition with innovation, and show-
casing the fi nest in the world of luxury and 
craftsmanship.

Alfardan pavilion takes centre stage at DJWE
By Joey Aguilar
Staff  Reporter

The Alfardan Jewellery pavilion at the DJWE 2024 houses renowned luxury 
brands. PICTURE: Shaji Kayamkulam

Noudar, a globally acclaimed 
Qatari jewellery brand in-
spired by the enduring 

opulence of Arabian civilisation, is 
showcasing its exclusive collection 
“Maha’s Henna” at the 20th edi-
tion of Doha Jewellery and Watch-
es Exhibition (DJWE).

The collection pays homage to 
the legacy of its parent company, 
Alfardan Jewellery, on its 70th 
anniversary. It represents a femi-
nine reinterpretation of the classic 
Henna collection, maintaining the 
modernity and versatility inherent 
in all of Noudar’s lines.

The latest Noudar collection 
draws inspiration from Islamic 

motifs, Omani mosaics, and the 
beauty of Henna patterns.

Maha’s Henna presents roman-
tic yet bold designs meticulously 
crafted to cater to the modern 
woman’s penchant for timeless 
pieces.

Reinventing patterns with a 
modernist approach, the collec-
tion serves as a bridge between the 
past and the present, showcasing 
the aesthetic allure of Henna de-
signs.

Established in 2012 by Noor Ali 
Hussain Alfardan, Noudar is Al-
fardan Jewellery’s inaugural local 
in-house brand, capturing the es-
sence and sophistication of Ara-
bian culture and blending it with a 
contemporary approach to luxury 
jewellery. 

Recent high-profi le appear-

ances by celebrities such as Jen-
nifer Lopez, Taylor Swift, Rihanna, 
Sofi a Vergara, Jenna Ortega, Ashlee 
Simpson Ross, Charli XCX, Issa 
Rae, Keke, Chrissy Teigen, Erin 
Lim, and Becky G have brought 
attention to Noudar’s popular and 
timeless pieces.

Noor draws inspiration from 

geometric forms, Islamic pat-
terns, and traditional ceremonial 
jewellery, stressing meticulous 
craftsmanship to elevate both 
functionality and versatility in 
contemporary luxury jewellery.

As a proud Qatari brand, Noudar 
has been a leader in design and in-
novation locally and globally for 

over a decade, captivating hearts 
worldwide.

Noudar’s bold collections stand 
as a symbol of sophistication, 
gracing local events and interna-
tional celebrity red carpets.

The intricate patterns, rooted 
in traditional jewellery, now fi nd a 
global stage.

Noudar unveils exclusive collection
By Joey Aguilar
Staff  Reporter

The latest Noudar collection. 
PICTURES: Shaji Kayamkulam

Noor Ali Hussain Alfardan draws 
inspiration from geometric forms, 
Islamic patterns, and traditional 
ceremonial jewellery.

Alfardan Automobiles, the offi  cial im-
porter of BMW vehicles in Qatar, has an-
nounced its continued partnership with 

the Doha Jewellery and Watches Exhibition 
(DJWE) as a key sponsor.

Celebrating its 20th edition, DJWE 2024 
opened yesterday at the Doha Exhibition and 
Convention Centre (DECC).

Alfardan Automobiles will be providing a 
luxurious fl eet of BMW vehicles to assist organ-
isers and transport VIP guests to and from the 
DECC during the week-long event.

“Our association with the DJWE, a prestig-
ious event that celebrates the fi nest craftsman-
ship and quality, mirrors our own commitment 
to excellence and luxury,” said Alfardan Au-
tomobiles general manager Nasr Jairoudi in a 
statement. 

“We are thrilled to once again contribute to 

this iconic event with our fl eet of luxury BMW 
vehicles, lending a touch of elegance and com-
fort to the guest experience.”

Complementing the opulence of the exhibi-
tion, the BMW fl eet – made up of four 7-Series 
vehicles – will be stationed at the DECC.

Having celebrated more than two decades 
of partnership with the BMW Group, Alfardan 
Automobiles has actively contributed to Qatar’s 
strong culture of luxury.

Their newly opened BMW Retail.Next facility 
at Jery Al Samur – which off ers a 360° sales and 
service experience – embodies a concept aimed 
at providing customers a fi rst-class luxury ex-
perience. 

The 20th DJWE is expected to host approxi-
mately 30,000 visitors from more than 175 
countries, off ering an unmatched showcase of 
luxury watches, necklaces, rings, earrings, dia-
monds, gold and silverware.

Alfardan 
Automobiles to 
elevate luxury at 
exhibition with 
fleet of BMWs

Alfardan Automobiles will be providing a fleet of BMW vehicles to assist organisers and transport 
VIP guests to and from the DECC.

The General Authority of Cus-
toms (GAC) is providing all 
customs facilities to traders 

and exhibitors at the ongoing 20th 
Doha Jewellery and Watches Exhibi-
tion (DJWE) to ensure a smooth and 
speedy entry of exhibits.

Yousef Miteb al-Nuaimi, assistant 
director of the Air Cargo Customs 
Department and head of the GAC 
team at the DJWE, said that a spe-
cialised work team has been formed 
to facilitate the procedures for the 
exhibits, starting from their arrival at 
the customs ports. 

Customs duties are collected only 
on the sold items while closing the 
daily sales at the exhibition.

“Daily sales are deducted from the 
original invoice on the same day or 
the day following the sale,” al-Nuai-
mi said. “This will save time and ef-
fort for the GAC and exhibitors when 
re-exporting the remaining exhibits.”

He said that customs provides 
clearance services through the uni-
fi ed window system for electronic 
customs clearance, Al Nadeeb.

GAC support for DJWE

The Chinese embassy in Doha cel-
ebrated yesterday the Spring Fes-
tival and the Chinese New Lunar 

Year in the presence of a number of senior 
Qatari offi  cials, heads of various diplo-
matic missions, and Chinese community 
members.

Chinese ambassador Cao Xiaolin ex-
pressed his appreciation and gratitude to 
the “Qatari friends for their continuous 
support to the growth of the excellent 
Qatari-Chinese relations”. 

“I arrived in Qatar on January 2, and 
presented my credentials to His High-
ness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 

al-Thani on January 28,” he told the gath-
ering. “I would like to thank the help re-
ceived from the Qatari side in such a short 
period of time.”

“This also refl ects the great importance 
that the Qatari side attaches to China-
Qatar relations, and I greatly appreciate 
this,” Cao added.

“I have deeply felt that Qatar is a pros-
perous and safe country: Qatar’s econ-
omy is thriving, the people enjoy a high 
quality of life, and Qatar’s diplomacy is 
very active,” the envoy said.

“I have also deeply felt that my Qatari 
friends highly commend the China-Qatar 
relations and look forward to closer co-
operation between the two countries,” 
Cao continued. “It is a fi rm belief and 
common consensus in both the Qatari 

government and all sectors of society to 
develop friendly relations and co-opera-
tion with China.”

“Since the establishment of diplo-
matic relations in 1988, no matter how 
the international and regional situation 
changes, our two countries have consist-
ently respected, understood, and sup-
ported each other, and written a splendid 
chapter of friendly co-operation between 
countries of diff erent political systems, 
economic scales and cultures,” the envoy 
pointed out.

“We will celebrate the Chinese Lu-
nar New Year, the year of dragon, in four 
days,” he said.

“In traditional Chinese culture, the 
dragon symbolises fortune, wisdom and 
strength,” Cao explained. 

“In the coming year, my colleagues in 
the Chinese embassy and I wish to work 
with our Qatari friends to enhance ex-

changes and communications for more 
fruitful results in co-operation in various 
fi elds,” he said.

By Ayman Adly
Staff  Reporter

Chinese ambassador Cao Xiaolin with dignitaries cutting a cake on the occasion. 
PICTURE: Thajudheen
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“Our support for Qatari youth is at 
the top of our priorities, this comes 
with the support of HE the Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrah-
man bin Jassim al-Thani, indicating 
the state’s interest in nurturing and 
developing Qatari talent in the jewel-
lery industry,” al-Kharji said. 

The QT chairman added that over 
the years, the “Qatari Designers” initi-
ative evolved into an autonomous pa-
vilion within the exhibition, providing 
a platform for emerging Qatari design-
ers, regardless of gender, to showcase 
their collections alongside globally ac-
claimed jewellery brands.

Several internationally renowned 
brands, including Dolce & Gabbana, 
Key Gems, AlMajid Home, Renee Jew-
els, Naylah Jewellery, Kooheji Jewel-
lery, and Hessa Jewels have made their 
debut at the DJWE.

The Qatari Designers pavilion shines 

a spotlight on the extraordinary artist-
ry of 10 homegrown Qatari designers. 

The DJWE reveals a thoughtfully 
curated assortment of distinctive 
creations that capture the individual 
philosophy and infl uences of each de-
signer.

The featured designers for this 
year are Al Ghla Jewellery, De Throve, 
Ghand Jewellery, H Jewellery, 
Kaltham’s Pavilion, Midad Jewellery, 
Nouf Jewellery, Thameen, Trifoglio, 
and DW Jewellery.

Alfardan Jewellery, one of Qatar’s 
largest and most infl uential jewellery 
retailers that plays a key role in shap-
ing the country’s jewellery landscape 
since the mid-1900s, marks its 70th 
anniversary at the DJWE.

The prestigious exhibition part-
nered with Education Above All (EAA) 
Foundation, an initiative founded by 
Qatar Foundation Chairperson Her 
Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, 
collaborating with Brazilian jewel-
ler and designer Silvia Furmanovich 

alongside several Qatari designers, to 
present exclusive designs as part of the 
“Educate A Child” initiative.

This initiative, spearheaded by the 
EAA, aims to enhance global access to 
education.

Qatari designers contributing to this 

meaningful cause include Papion, of-
fering a brooch; Nouf Jewellery, pre-
senting a necklace; De Trove Jewellery, 
showcasing a bracelet; Ghand Jewel-
lery with details to be confi rmed; and 
Mahain Jewellery, contributing two 
brooches.

PM opens 20th DJWE

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani 
inaugurates the 20th DJWE at DECC yesterday.
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