
 www.gulf-times.com gulftimes GulfTimes_QATAR gulftimes GulftimesVideos www.gulf-times.com gulftimes GulfTimes_QATAR gulftimes GulftimesVideos

GULF     TIMES

 published in

QATAR

since 1978TUESDAY Vol.  XXXXIII No. 12905

January 30, 2024
Rajab 18, 1445 AH
 
www.gulf-times.com   2 Riyals 

US off ers reward for
wanted Sudan offi  cial

UN chief wants swift 
probe into UNRWA

Israel-Hezbollah war
soon: minister

Albania’s top court 
allows Italy pact

The United States yesterday 
off ered a reward of up to $5mn for 
the arrest of a former Sudanese 
off icial sought over alleged Darfur 
war crimes who escaped from 
prison when war erupted last 
year. Ahmed Harun, a former 
top aide to deposed dictator 
Omar al-Bashir, is wanted by 
the International Criminal Court 
for helping form the notorious 
Janjaweed militia which carried 
out a scorched-earth campaign 
in Darfur in the 2000s.

UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres met with the head 
of internal UN investigations 
yesterday to ensure that an 
inquiry into Israeli accusations 
against staff  at a UN Palestinian 
aid agency “will be done swiftly 
and as eff iciently as possible,” a 
UN spokesperson said. Guterres 
has “been engaging with the 
UNRWA leadership and donors 
to UNRWA” and will host a 
meeting with major UNRWA 
donors in New York today.

Israeli troops will “very soon go 
into action” near the country’s 
northern border with Lebanon, 
Defence Minister Yoav Gallant 
said yesterday. “They will 
very soon go into action... so 
the forces in the north are 
reinforced,” Gallant said. Since 
the outbreak of war between 
Hamas and Israel on October 7, 
the Lebanese-Israeli border has 
seen near-daily exchanges of 
fire between the Israeli army and 
Lebanon’s Iran-backed Hezbollah 
movement, a Hamas ally.

Albania’s top court gave the 
green light yesterday to a 
deal letting Italy build migrant 
processing centres on Albanian 
territory, a scheme that has faced 
criticism from opposition and 
rights groups. Lawmakers from 
Albania’s opposition Democratic 
Party had challenged the 
agreement in the court, saying 
it broke the constitution by 
transferring territory and state 
power to another country. 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani received a 
written message from President of the sisterly United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed al-Nahyan that included an invitation 
to His Highness the Amir to participate in World Governments Summit 
2024, due in Dubai in February. Ambassador of the UAE to Qatar 
Sheikh Zayed bin Khalifa bin Sultan bin Shakhbout al-Nahyan handed 
the message during a meeting with His Highness the Amir, at the 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Jassim Majlis at the Amiri Diwan yesterday. At the 
beginning of the meeting, the UAE ambassador conveyed the UAE 
president’s greetings and wishes of good health and happiness to His 
Highness the Amir and further progress and prosperity to the people of 
Qatar. His Highness the Amir entrusted the ambassador to convey his 
greetings and wishes of good health to the UAE president and continued 
prosperity and progress to the fraternal people of the UAE. The meeting 
also dealt with discussing the existing fraternal relations between the 
two countries and ways to develop and boost them. (QNA)

UAE president invites UAE president invites 
Amir to attend World Amir to attend World 
Governments SummitGovernments Summit

Today’s 
schedule

ROUND OF 16: 

Uzbekistan vs Thailand, 2.30 pm 
at Al Janoub Stadium

S Arabia vs S Korea, 7pm
at Education City Stadium 

US Defence Secretary Lloyd 
Austin yesterday vowed that 
the United States would take “all 
necessary actions” to defend 
its troops after a drone attack 
by Iran-backed militants killed 
three US service members 
and wounded dozens more. 
“The president and I will not 
tolerate attacks on US forces 
and we will take all necessary 
actions to defend the US and our 
troops,” Austin said at the start 
of meeting with Nato Secretary 
General Jens Stoltenberg at the 
Pentagon. The United States is 
trying to determine exactly why 
the nearly 350 troops at the base 
in Jordan, known as Tower 22, 
were unable to stop the drone.

US vows ‘necessary 
actions’ aft er troops 
killed in Jordan strike

Hostage talks constructive but 
much work left to be done: US
Reuters
Washington/Gaza

The White House said yes-
terday that negotiations 
aimed at reaching a new 

deal with Palestinian resistance 
movement Hamas on the release 
of Gaza hostages have been con-
structive but much work remains 
to be done.

John Kirby, White House na-
tional security spokesperson, 
told reporters that Washington is 
seeking a humanitarian pause in 
the fi ghting in Gaza of suffi  cient 
duration that will allow a large 
number of hostages to be freed.

A report from Gaza said Israel 
launched an assault on the en-
clave’s main northern city weeks 
after pulling back from it.

Residents said air strikes on 
neighbourhoods across Gaza 
City killed and wounded many 
people. While tanks shelled the 
eastern areas of the city, naval 

boats fi red shells and gun rounds 
at the beachfront areas in the 
west, they said.

Israel said late last year that it 
had largely completed operations 
in northern Gaza. The push back 
into Gaza City, where residents re-
ported fi erce gun battles near the 

main Al-Shifa hospital, indicated 
that the war was not going to plan.

Among those killed were two 
Palestinian journalists, Essam 
El-lulu and Hussein Attalah, 
along with several members of 
their families, health offi  cials and 
the journalist union said. Page 9

Children carry belongings as Palestinians flee Khan Younis, in the 
southern Gaza Strip, yesterday.

PM, Blinken discuss
bolstering ties, Gaza

QNA
Washington

HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Sheikh Mohamed 

bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-
Thani met in Washington yester-
day with Secretary of State of the 
United State of America Antony 
Blinken.

The meeting discussed the 
friendly countries’ bilateral 
strategic relations and means to 
promote and develop them. The 
two sides also discussed the lat-
est developments in the Gaza 
Strip and the occupied Palestin-
ian territories, the necessity of 
reaching a just permanent so-
lution to the Palestinian cause, 
and the continuation of entry of 
humanitarian assistance to the 

Gaza Strip, in addition to the lat-
est regional developments and 
ways to reduce escalation.

During the meeting, HE the 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Aff airs expressed Qatar’s 
appreciation to its close partner-
ship with the United States of 
America, stressing that the two 
countries eye promoting this 
partnership in diff erent spheres.

HE Sheikh Mohamed also 
praised the United States’ eff orts 
aimed at de-escalation and pro-
moting peace and security in the 
region.

HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs voiced 
Qatar’s deep concern over the 
latest developments in the re-
gion; as well as its condemnation 
of targeting the US base in Jor-
dan and violating the Kingdom’s 
sovereignty. He expressed, in 
this regard, Qatar’s condolences 
to the families of the victims and 
to the government and people 
of the US, wishing the injured a 
speedy recovery.

Qatar warns of dire eff ects of halting UNRWA funds
QNA
Doha

Qatar stressed its fi rm stance 
on the necessity of con-
tinuing and intensifying 

the relief eff orts to the Gaza Strip, 
warning of the catastrophic reper-
cussions of stopping the support 
for the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refu-
gees in the Near East (UNRWA).

This came in a phone call made 
by HE the Minister of State for 
International Co-operation at the 
Ministry of Foreign Aff airs Lolwah 
bint Rashid AlKhater yesterday 
with Commissioner-General of 
the UNRWA Philippe Lazzarini.

During the call, they discussed 

co-operation relations between 
Qatar and the UNRWA, especially 
in the humanitarian fi eld in the Gaza 
Strip. They also discussed the im-
portance of forming an internation-
al team to coordinate unhindered 
aid delivery to all areas of the Strip.

HE the Minister of State for 
International Co-operation af-
fi rmed the continuation of Qa-
tar’s contributions in providing 
urgent relief to the Gaza Strip. She 
urged the international donors to 
continue providing the necessary 
support, especially in light of the 
international community’s failure 
to reach a political solution that 
leads to stopping the ongoing war 
on civilians in the Strip for four 
months.

She pointed out that the UN-

RWA supports millions of Pal-
estinians in the Gaza Strip, the 
West Bank, Jordan, Lebanon, and 
Syria, warning that suspending 
its funding will negatively affect 
its work and its ability to respond 
to the urgent needs of Palestin-

ians in all these regions.
HE AlKhater stressed that re-

view, transparency, and account-
ability regarding the agency’s 
work are extremely important and 
that justice requires not to prac-
tise collective punishment on the 
Palestinian people unjustly.

She said Qatar considers UN-
RWA to be one of the most impor-
tant UN agencies, and therefore 
Qatar’s donations to the agency 
increased during previous years. 
Qatar was also the fi rst Arab coun-
try to sign a multi-year agreement 
with UNRWA in 2018 to support 
its main resources.

HE AlKhater voiced Qatar’s call 
for meeting the vital humanitarian 
needs of the Palestinian people to 
remain a top priority for the inter-

national community, especially in 
light of their worsening suff ering 
from the scourge of occupation, 
siege, war, and Israel’s obstruc-
tion of the entry of aid in blatant 
defi ance of international law and 
the provisional measures of the 
International Court of Justice in 
this regard.

The Commissioner-General of 
the UNRWA confi rmed that the 
agency had taken all legal meas-
ures to investigate the allega-
tions that aff ected a small group 
of its employees. In this regard, 
he stressed that the agency has 
remained and will remain com-
mitted to the values of the United 
Nations, and it should not be ac-
cused, punished, or overlooked for 
its major vital roles. Page 9

HE Lolwah bint Rashid AlKhater

Qatar end Palestine run, Jordan stun Iraq
Hosts and holders Qatar fought 
back to defeat Palestine 2-1 and 
reach the Asian Cup quarter-finals 
yesterday, joining a Jordan side 
who struck twice in injury time to 
stun Iraq. Qatar will face the winner 
of today’s last-16 meeting between 
Uzbekistan and Thailand. 
Palestine were playing in the 
knockout rounds for the first 
time and, against the backdrop of 
Israel’s attack in the Palestinian 
territory of Gaza, took a surprise 
first-half lead. Fresh from beating 
Hong Kong for their first win in 
the competition’s history, Oday 
Dabbagh fired Palestine ahead on 

37 minutes at the Al Bayt Stadium.
He and his teammates celebrated 
by crossing their raised arms in a 
handcuff s gesture to symbolise the 
plight of the Palestinian people. 
Captain Hassan al-Haydos came to 
Qatar’s rescue on the stroke of half-
time when he rammed the ball past 
goalkeeper Rami Hamada after 
a corner. Akram Afif then scored 
his fourth goal of the tournament, 
from the penalty spot, four minutes 
after the break. Meanwhile, Jordan 
will meet Tajikistan in the quarter-
finals after scoring twice in three 
minutes deep in stoppage time to 
beat Iraq 3-2. Sport Pages 1, 4

Qatar players celebrate in front of their fans after the hosts beat Palestine 
in the AFC Asian Cup round of 16 match at the Al Bayt Stadium yesterday.
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HE the Minister of State for Foreign Aff airs Sultan bin Saad al-Muraikhi met yesterday with US ambas-
sador to Qatar Timmy Davis. The meeting discussed aspects of bilateral relations. (QNA)

HE the Minister of Labour Dr Ali bin Smaikh al-Marri met yesterday with Cambodian ambassador to 
Qatar Sman Manan. The meeting discussed aspects of co-operation between Qatar and Cambodia on 
labour-related issues and ways to support and develop them. (QNA)

Al-Muraikhi meets US ambassadorLabour minister meets Cambodia envoy

HE the Secretary-General 
of the Ministry of Foreign 
Aff airs Dr Ahmed bin Hassan 
al-Hammadi met with 
Maltese Minister for Foreign 
and European Aff airs and 
Trade Ian Borg in Valletta 
yesterday. The meeting 
discussed aspects of bilateral 
co-operation, in addition to a 
number of topics of common 
interest. (QNA)

Al-Hammadi meets Maltese FM

The foreign ministries of Qatar 
and Malta held a round of politi-
cal consultations in the Maltese 
capital of Valletta. HE the 
Secretary-General of the Minis-
try of Foreign Aff airs Dr Ahmed 
bin Hassan al-Hammadi chaired 
the Qatari side, and Permanent 
Secretary at the Ministry for 
Foreign and European Aff airs 
and Trade of Malta Christopher 
Cutajar presided over the Mal-
tese side. Both sides discussed 
bilateral relations and ways to 
support and enhance them. The 
consultations were attended by 
Qatar’s ambassador to Malta 
Rashid bin Abdullah al-Dehaimi, 
the Director of European Aff airs 
Department at the Ministry 
of Foreign Aff airs Saoud bin 
Abdullah Zaid al-Mahmoud and 
the accompanying delegation. 
(QNA)

Qatar, Malta hold round 
of political consultations

HE the Minister of State for International Co-operation at the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs Lolwah bint Rashid 
AlKhater met with the visiting Chief of Staff  of the National Security Council of the US Curtis Ried. The 
meeting discussed the latest developments in Gaza Strip and the occupied Palestinian territories, and 
updates on education in Afghanistan. HE AlKhater stressed the need to ensure sustainable delivery of 
humanitarian aid into Gaza Strip, and bolstering the regional and international eff orts aimed at reaching 
an immediate ceasefire. The meeting was attended by US ambassador to Qatar Timmy Davis. (QNA)

AlKhater meets chief of staff 
of US National Security Council

Shura Council 
hails ICJ ruling 
on Gaza genocide
QNA
Doha

The Shura Council held its 
ordinary weekly session yes-
terday at Tamim bin Hamad 

Hall at the council’s headquar-
ters under the chairmanship of its 
Speaker HE Hassan bin Abdullah 
al-Ghanem.

At the beginning of the session, 
the council welcomed the ruling of 
the International Court of Justice 
(ICJ) – which orders Israel to take 
procedures and measures that pre-
vent the commission of genocide 
against the civilians in the Gaza 
Strip – pointing out that ICJ’s rul-
ing is an overt indication of the 
magnitude of the tribulation and 
brutal crimes Israel is perpetrating 
in Gaza and the occupied Palestin-
ian territories.

In this context, the Shura Coun-
cil called for immediate cessation 
of the Israeli systematic aggression 
against the Palestinian people, re-
iterating its unwavering position 
towards the Palestinian cause and 
the need for the Palestinian peo-
ple to regain their full legitimate 
rights, primarily the establishment 
of their independent state on the 
1967 borders with East Jerusalem as 
its capital.

Thereafter, the council discussed 
the request for public discussion 
submitted by a number of members 
with respect to the procedures of 
domestic workers’ departure from 
the country. The members of the 

Shura Council invoked the laws 
and decisions regulating the rela-
tionship between employers and 
domestic workers, pointing out 
that although these laws and deci-
sions have achieved a balance, but 
the mechanisms for prior notifi ca-
tion of domestic workers’ intention 
to leave the country have not been 
amply clarifi ed, which resulted in 
many domestic workers leaving 
the country without the knowledge 
of employers, resulting in loss of 
their rights. Members underscored 
the signifi cance of determining a 
procedure that ensures employers’ 
knowledge of workers’ intention to 
travel, at least 72 hours before leav-
ing the country, through appropri-
ate mechanisms and means that 
ensure the rights of employers.

Following thorough discussions, 
the council decided to submit the 
request for discussion to the Inter-
nal and External Aff airs Committee 

for further perusal and submission 
of its report accordingly.

The Shura Council endorsed, dur-
ing its session, the draft law on ex-
tending the privilege granted to Qatar 
Fuel Company (Woqod) to market, 
sell, transport, and distribute gas and 
petroleum products after the council 
reviewed and discussed the report of 
the Financial and Economic Aff airs 
Committee on it.

On the other hand, the Shura 
Council discussed the report of the 
participation of its delegation in the 
fi rst plenary session of the fourth 
session of the third legislative term 
of the Arab Parliament and the 
meetings of the parliament’s per-
manent committees held in Cairo 
in October, along with the report 
of its participation in 147th general 
assembly and the 212th session of 
the IPU Governing Council, as well 
as the accompanying meetings held 
in October in Luanda, Angola.

New batch of Qatari real estate brokers takes oath

A new batch of licensed Qatari real 
estate brokers took the legal oath 
before the Real Estate Brokers 
Aff airs Committee at the Ministry 
of Justice. It included 29 mediators 
between individuals and real 
estate brokerage companies. 
Since the Ministry of Justice 
has activated Law No 22 of 2017 
regulating real estate brokerage 
work, the licensing of this batch 
comes within the executive 
procedures of the provisions of 
the law. It aims to advance the 
real estate brokerage work into 
an organised legal environment 
that is adapted with economic 
and urban renaissance witnessed 

by the country and the vast 
expansion of real estate sector. 
This objective needs to reorganise 
the real estate system to achieve 
Qatar National Vision 2030 goals.
Saeed Abdullah al-Suwaidi, 
Assistant Undersecretary for 
Real Estate Registration and 
Documentation Aff airs and 
Chairperson of the Real Estate 
Brokers Aff airs Committee, 
welcomed the new licensed 
batch. He stressed the ministry’s 
keenness to advance the real 
estate brokerage profession in 
line with the objectives of the 
Qatar National Vision 2030, due 
to its direct impact on the national 

development process, given that 
the real estate sector is one of its 
main pillars. 
Al-Suwaidi stressed the need 
to deal with licensed brokers; 
because of the importance of this 
to protect the rights of diff erent 
parties. 
He warned against dealing with 
unlicensed brokers after the 
expiry of the period to reconcile 
the situation and start activating 
the real estate mediation law. He 
pointed out the need to adopt 
contract forms for real estate 
brokers in buying and selling 
transactions to ensure the rights 
of dealers and brokers. (QNA)

NHRC to hold food justice conference on Feb 6-7

Under the auspices of HE 
the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Af-

fairs Sheikh Mohamed bin Ab-
dulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani, 
the National Human Rights 
Committee (NHRC) will organ-
ise an international conference 
on food justice from a human 
rights perspective on Feb 6-7.

The conference is organised 
in partnership with the Office of 
the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, the Global Alli-
ance of National Human Rights 
Institutions (GANHRI), the Of-
fice of the UN Development 
Programme (UNDP), the Inter-
national Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD), and the 
League of Arab States.

At a press conference held 
yesterday, HE the NHRC Vice-
Chairman Dr Mohamed bin Saif 
al-Kuwari stated that the upcom-
ing event aims to provide a global 
platform to exchange knowledge 
and experiences, build capabili-
ties, review legislation, policies, 
plans and programmes concerned 
with food justice from a human 
rights perspective, as well as set 
frameworks and foundations 
from which those working in the 
fi eld can proceed with. Dr al-Ku-

wari said that the conference will 
see the participation of about 400 
representatives of governmental 
and non-governmental organi-
sations with international and 
regional experience, 600 local 
experts, in addition to a number 
of human rights advocates, rele-
vant special rapporteurs, heads of 
contractual and regional human 
rights mechanisms and national 
human rights institutions.

The conference will addition-
ally include policymakers, aca-
demic circles, media outlets, so-
cial media influencers, research 
centres, companies, businesses, 

international organisations, the 
UN, international and regional 
organisations, national bod-
ies concerned with food jus-
tice from a human rights per-
spective, in addition to a large 
number of experts and academ-
ics concerned with the topic at 
the international, regional and 
national levels.

He explained that the confer-
ence comes at a sensitive time 
regarding human rights, espe-
cially the right to food. 

He noted that the number 
of people facing hunger in the 
world reached about 811mn in 
2023, an increase of 76mn com-
pared to 2022.

He also pointed out that 17% 
of food is wasted according to 
estimates and reports related to 
food at the stage of harvest, pro-
duction and distribution. 

Dr al-Kuwari said that the is-
sue of food shortages in the Gaza 
Strip and blocking the delivery 
of food aid to the Palestinians 
who are in dire need of it as a re-
sult of the three-months-long 
war will be the forefront topic 
during the conference, espe-
cially with the availability of the 
aid, but the difficulty of deliver-
ing it. (QNA)

HE Mohamed bin Saif al-Kuwari 
addressing a press conference.

Shura Council partakes in parliamentary webinar on climate

The Shura Council yesterday 
participated in a parliamentary webinar 
organised by the Inter-Parliamentary 
Union (IPU) in partnership with the 
International Parliament Engagement 
Network, under the title ‘Public 
Engagement in Parliamentary Work on 
Climate Change’.
Shura Council member HE Khalid bin 
Abbas Kamal al-Emadi represented 
the Council in the webinar.

The webinar touched on the 
contribution of parliamentarians in 
eff ectively engaging the public in 
the IPU’s climate initiative; and the 
role of parliaments in the Escazu 
Agreement, an international treaty 
ratified by 24 Latin American and 
Caribbean countries, concerned 
with the public engagement on 
environmental issues in Latin 
America. (QNA)

The Shura Council in session.
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Croatian Minister of Foreign and European Affairs Gordan 
Grlic Radman met with Qatar’s ambassador in Zagreb Asma 
bint Naji al-Amri. The meeting discussed aspects of bilateral 
relations. (QNA)

Croatian FM meets 
Qatar’s ambassadorQatar Charity, partners 

launch Future Writers-7
Qatar Charity (QC) launched the sev-

enth edition of the Future Writers pro-
gramme, which focuses on developing 

creative writing skills among schools and uni-
versity students. 

The programme will have the participation 
of 241 schools for boys and girls, in addition to 
Audio Education Complex, Qatar University, 
Doha Institute for Graduate Studies, Commu-
nity College of Qatar, Lusail University, and the 
universities of the Education City.

Abdulrahman al-Hajri, director of the Local 
Programmes and Community department at 
QC, said the programme focuses on contribut-
ing to cultural development by discovering and 
nurturing creative and literary talents.

The number of participants over the past six 
years has reached 7,650 male and female stu-
dents from schools and universities, includ-
ing those with special needs. The number of 
winners in the programme’s competitions has 
reached 120. Maryam al-Emadi, director of the 
Educational Guidance Department at the Min-
istry of Education and Higher Education, said 
the ministry seeks to improve student talents in 

the world of creativity and writing and discov-
ering latent talents. 

Isa Abdullah, director of Planning and Pro-
grammes at the Qatari Forum for Authors affi  li-
ated to Ministry of Culture, expressed his pride 
in the continued success of the ‘Future Writers” 
programme. 

Muna Alkhuzaei, director of Marketing and 
Communication Relations at Dukhan Bank, the 

sponsor of the programme, said: “At the bank, 
we believe in the importance of supporting the 
capabilities of the younger generations, assist-
ing them in developing their skills, and achiev-
ing their future hopes and goals.”

Abdullah Hamed al-Mulla, director of Stu-
dent Activities at Qatar University, added that 
such a programme aims to graduate generations 
with depth of knowledge and skills.

SJC hosts  
work 
of AIC 
General 
Assembly

Qatar, represented by 
the Supreme Judici-
ary Council (SJC), is 

hosting the General Assembly 
of the Arab Investment Court 
(AIC) of 2024, as part of the 
SJC’s support for the work 
of the AIC. Qatar chairs the 
General Assembly meeting, 
headed by HE Judge Nasser 
bin Sultan al-Asiri, who was 
unanimously elected Presi-
dent of the AIC for the second 
session until 2025.

An elite group of judges and 
administrators participate in 
the assembly, which is being 
held from Jan 29-Feb 2, in ad-
dition to Assistant Secretary-
General and Head of the Le-
gal Aff airs of the Arab League 
ambassador Dr Mohamed al-
Amine Ould Akik.

Affi  liated with the League of 
Arab States, the AIC is one of 
the dispute resolution mecha-
nisms and was created in 1993 
in accordance with the Unifi ed 
Agreement for the Investment 
of Arab Capital in the Arab 
States to be a refuge for Arab 
investors and a mechanism 
that helps facilitate the fl ow 
of direct investment capital 
between countries and Arab 
investment entities. (QNA)

Qatari aircraft 
transport more 
aid for Gaza
Two Qatar Armed Forces 
aircraft arrived yesterday in 
the Egyptian city of Al Arish, 
carrying 41 tonnes of aid 
consisting of medical supplies. 
This brings the total number 
of aircraft sent by Qatar to 72, 
carrying a total of 2,144 tonnes 
of aid. (QNA)

Qatar 
signs air 
transport 
deal with 
Madagascar

Qatar and Madagascar 
held a bilateral talks 
session on air trans-

port, during which a memo-
randum of understanding 
(MoU) was signed between 
the two sides. The MoU was 
signed by in charge of man-
aging Civil Aviation Author-
ity (CAA) Mohamed Faleh al-
Hajri and Director-General of 
the Civil Aviation Authority of 
Madagascar Gervais Damasy.

The MoU stipulates the 
operation of seven passenger 
fl ights and seven cargo fl ights. 
(QNA)
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Qatar Tourism (QT) has lauded the 
Estithmar programme for retirees 
insured under the General Retire-

ment and Social Insurance Authority. 
Estithmar launched the retirees’ pro-

gramme in appreciation and support for 
those who have devoted their lives in serv-
ice of Qatar.

The programme off ers its benefi ciar-
ies an array of discounts and promotions 
across Estithmar’s hospitality and enter-
tainment venues, and is aligned with Qa-
tar’s continuous eff orts to care for retirees 
and elevate the services provided to them 

across all sectors of the country.
“We applaud the generous retirees’ 

programme launched by Estithmar,” said 
QT chairman Saad bin Ali al-Kharji in a 
statement. “It is an extensive programme 
covering a large network of Estithmar’s 
hospitality, F&B and entertainment es-
tablishments as well as discounts and pro-
motional packages for the entire family to 
enjoy.”

General Retirement and Social Security 
Authority director-general Ahmed bin Ali 
al-Hammadi lauded Estithmar Holding 
for their retirees’ programme and stressed 

on the Authority’s keenness to dedicate its 
institutional and community initiatives 
and partnerships to the benefi t of retirees, 
and build bridges of communication with 
various sectors interested in their aff airs.

“This step comes in response to the 
QT’s call on national companies and insti-
tutions to honour retirees and within the 
framework of Estithmar Holding’s vision 
to enhance its social responsibility,” said 
Estithmar Holding Group chief executive 
(engineer) Mohamed bin Badr al-Sada.

Some of the hotels that the benefi ciaries 
can enjoy are Katara Hills, Maysan Resort, 

Double Tree Downtown, and Al Rayyan 
Curio. 

Restaurants and cafes featured in the 
programme include Sazeli, Usta, Rem-
man, Basta, El&n, Gahwetna, and Karaki 
Lounge. 

Lusail Winter Wonderland is on the list.
In 2016, the General Retirement and 

Social Security Authority launched a pro-
gramme of exclusive discounts for retirees, 
which covered 70 companies at the time. 

The programme now includes com-
panies from various fi elds, such as com-
munications, restaurants, hotels, medical 

services, and various sectors, numbering 
more than 400 companies.

The benefi ciary of the Authority’s pro-
gramme can obtain a discount programme 
card by visiting the Authority’s customer 
service, or through the government serv-
ices centres in the Al Wakra or Al Rayyan 
branches for elderly services, or through 
the self-service devices where the card is 
issued immediately.

The General Retirement and Social Se-
curity Authority has designated hotline 
(183) to receive any comments or inquiries 
from retirees around the clock.

QT lauds Estithmar for retirees’ programme

The Ministry of Endowments 
(Awqaf) and Islamic Aff airs 
will organise today the First 
Endowment Forum under the 
auspices of HE the Minister 
of Endowments and Islamic 
Aff airs Ghanem bin Shaheen 
al-Ghanem.
Running through February 3 
at the Imam Muhammad bin 
Abdul Wahhab Mosque, the 
forum will see the participation 
of 23 government and non-
government entities that have 
community partnerships with 
the General Administration of 
Endowments, in the service 
of various religious, family, 
educational, health and other 
sectors of society. 
The forum will feature 
seminars, competitions and 
various events. – QNA

Awqaf to hold 
First Endowment
Forum today

Recall order for 
Chevrolet model

The Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry (MoCI), in 
co-operation with Jaidah 
Automotive, has announced 
the recall of Chevrolet Traverse 
2015 model, as the front-driver 
airbag inflator may have a 
supplier manufacturing defect 
that could result in inflator 
rupture during deployment in 
some vehicles.
The recall campaign comes 
within the framework of the 
MoCI’s ongoing eff orts to 
protect consumers and ensure 
that dealers follow up on 
vehicle defects and repairs.
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Qatar healthcare sector 
witnesses ‘signifi cant 
expansion, growth’

The healthcare sector in Qatar has witnessed 
signifi cant expansion and growth in the recent 
years in urgent and emergency care facilities, 

Hamad Medical Corporation (HMC)’s chief commu-
nications offi  cer Ali Abdullah al-Khater, told local 
Arabic daily Arrayah.

There are currently over 20 urgent care centres and 
emergency departments across the country to meet the 
needs of the population of all ages and backgrounds. 
These specialised facilities provide rapid and immediate 
care services to deal with life-threatening emergencies 
without the need for prior appointments. 

Due to the variety and wide-range of services, 
patients should opt for the appropriate service that 
meets their needs for urgent and emergency health-
care services to ensure the best experience for them.

The Ministry of Public Health has recently an-
nounced the launch of a national campaign to in-
crease awareness of the urgent and emergency health-
care services, in which public healthcare providers in 
Qatar collaborate. The campaign aims to highlight the 
wide range of the available emergency and urgent care 
services, helping patients in making the best choices 
for their medical care needs. 

The ambulance services and various accident and 
emergency departments provide excellent care for 
patients with the most serious and life-threatening 
conditions, while many urgent care services give pa-
tients with non-life-threatening urgent conditions, 
access to the care they need quickly without adding 
unnecessary pressure to emergency services. 

These services are provided through the pub-
lic healthcare system such as HMC which provides 
national ambulance service, six emergency depart-
ments, fi ve paediatric emergency centres, a helpline 
for urgent consultations, and 10 primary health care 
centres.

Al-Khater pointed out that a life-threatening 
emergency is defi ned as a medical condition or injury 
that poses a direct threat to a person’s life or poses a 
risk to bodily organs and requires immediate medical 
intervention to save the person’s life or treat the af-
fected organ. This includes, but is not limited to, in-
juries, stroke, heart attack, severe allergic reactions, 
seizures, diffi  culty breathing, loss of consciousness, 
choking, or other emergencies that fall under this 
classifi cation. He stressed that in case of suspicion 
of any of such conditions or any similar injuries or 
symptoms, patients can contact the ambulance serv-
ice number 999, after which the patient will be trans-
ported to the relevant emergency department. 

The second type of emergency services includes 
non-life-threatening cases, defi ned as medical con-
ditions or injuries that worsen signifi cantly, and their 
symptoms worsen greatly, turning into life-threaten-
ing emergencies if left untreated for a short period. 
Examples include deep cuts, non-respiratory allergic 
reactions, abdominal pain and severe burns. 

Regarding places designated for non-life-threat-
ening emergency cases, HMC operates seven emer-
gency departments across its affi  liated hospitals, 
providing necessary care for patients with urgent or 
critical medical conditions. Upon arrival at the emer-
gency department, patients are triaged to determine 
the severity of their condition, allowing emergency 
teams to prioritise critical cases for urgent treatment.

He explained that places designated for such cases 
include the Trauma and Emergency Center at Ha-
mad General Hospital, the emergency department at 
the Cuban Hospital, the emergency department at 
Al Khor Hospital, the emergency department at the 
Women’s Wellness and Research Center, the emer-
gency department at Hazm Mebaireek General Hos-
pital, the emergency department at Aisha Bint Hamad 
Al Attiyah Hospital, and the emergency department at 
Al Wakra Hospital.

Further, HMC manages fi ve paediatric emergency 
departments catering to children up to 14 years old, 
he added.

MoECC events at Al Enna Camp 
create community awareness

The Ministry of Environment and Climate 
Change (MoECC) held a broad range of events 
at the Al Enna Awareness Camp in Sealine 

which strikingly drew a huge crowd from various age 
groups, especially children who interacted with the 
activities. 

The event will ramp up on Friday.
The camp primarily aims to raise the visitors’ 

awareness and outline the general conditions of 
camping issued by MoECC and to raise the awareness 
on security and safety tips for camping. It included a 
range of contests and recreational programmes that 
helped children internalise numerous talents in ad-
dressing the crises, along with an awareness lecture 
delivered by the Ministry of Endowments (Awqaf) 
and Islamic Aff airs which addressed the signifi cance 
of conserving the environment from the Islamic re-
ligion’s perspective, as well as religious instructions 
pertaining to animal welfare and protecting plant di-
versity in the local habitat.

The lecture cited numerous verses from the Holy 
Qur’an and the Prophetic Sunnah that urge the im-
portance of caring for the environment components 
and steadily cleaning and nurturing them through 
planting of trees.

Offi  cers of the General Directorate of Civil Defence 
also organised a training workshop that generated 
detailed tips on the methods of fi ghting fi res during 
the indoor and outdoor camping season and to save 
lives. They gave explanations about the best ways to 
control fi re and ensure its stoppage, in addition to 
training the attendees and children on the correct 
methods of using fi re extinguishers.

On the other hand, Nomas Center was available at 
the camp and held a practical course on poetry within 
its keenness to help the children imbibe the values 
and culture of the Qatari identity and patrimony. 
This broadly addressed several inveterate customs 

and traditions of the people of Qatar, such as rais-
ing the children’s awareness on Majlis etiquette, in 
terms of receiving and welcoming the guests, as well 
as making coff ee. In addition, the Qatar Red Cres-
cent Society (QRCS) presented an awareness lecture 
on the fundamental principles of fi rst aid to impart 
ample knowledge and skills to the children on meth-
ods of using fi rst aid that must be applied, in case of 
potential fi re outbreak, in addition to the importance 
of carrying fi rst aid backpack during indoor and out-
door trips, along with its role in saving lives when 
anything untoward happens and training them on 
methods of using fi rst aid kits in case of any potential 
injuries.

MoECC has been keen to strengthen the environ-
mental awareness of all visitors to camps, to help 
them understand the proper practices that conserve 
and develop the environment, in addition to raising 
their awareness on the importance of avoiding wrong 
practices that cause damage to the local habitat.

The events featured a special section for the patri-
monial popular crafts by showcasing an array of old 
handcrafts reminiscent of the history of Qatar. (QNA)

The primarily aim was to raise visitors’ 
awareness on the conditions of camping

Ali Abdullah al-Khater

CSGDB teams up with SAP to develop 
services for government employees

The Civil Service and Gov-
ernment Development 
Bureau (CSGDB) and the 

Global IT Giant SAP announced 
yesterday they would co-operate 
to launch a comprehensive trans-
formation project in the human 
resources management system in 
the government sector in Qatar.

Focusing on cloud computing, 
modern technologies, and digital 
transformation, such as artifi cial 
intelligence, the project will benefi t 
over 85,000 government employees 
with an increase in levels of com-
munication and job interaction, in 
addition to helping in planning the 
employees’ career path.

The CSGDB will update and 
transfer the main functions of the 
human resources system to the 
cloud on the RISE with SAP plat-

form, in addition to developing 
the “Mawared” system services. 
The CSGDB will also support ca-
reer path services for employees 
by adding new models to the SAP 
SuccessFactors platform to design 
a unifi ed and integrated human re-
sources system.

In this context, CSGDB’s Di-
rector of Human Resources 
Information Systems Center, 
Hassan Ali al-Khaja, said that 
CSGDB’s digital roadmap fo-
cused on harnessing the latest 
available technologies to spread 
best practices among govern-
ment departments and that the 
goal is to unify and automate 
processes to achieve higher lev-
els of job performance, in ad-
dition to simplifying general 
procedures and regulations for 

all parties, which contributes to 
improving all aspects of the ca-
reer path from the moment of 
appointment until retirement.

The process of directly 
strengthening, training and mo-
tivating human resources con-
tributes to supporting the goals 
of the Qatar National Vision 
2030, and the implementation of 
a flexible, scalable technical sys-
tem paves the way for more in-
novations in line with the long-
term vision of the CSGDB and 
future government directions, 
al-Khaja said.

For his part, SAP ‘s Executive 
Director in Qatar and rapid growth 
markets, Alaa Jaber, said the CS-
GDB had been partnering with 
SAP for over a decade to develop 
the Mawared system.(QNA)

The Civil Service and Government Development 
Bureau (CSGDB) has launched the certified counsellor 
programme “Tawjeeh”, in co-operation with the 
Ministry of Education and Higher Education (MoEHE) 
and the Qatar Finance and Business Academy (QFBA).
At a press conference held on Sunday, CSGDB’s 
Director of the Nomination and Replacement 
Department Dhabiya al-Buainain said that the 
programme aims at qualifying professional mentors 
capable of helping individuals develop educational and 
vocational plans, that meet their aspirations as well 
as the job market in order to contribute to enhancing 
skills and the competitiveness of the field of human 
resources in Qatar.
Al-Buainain added that CSGDB continued to strengthen 
the human development pillar in line with the Qatar 

National Vision 2030, and to develop the competencies 
working alongside job seekers registered in the 
national employment co-ordination platform 
“Kawader”, by guiding them professionally.
QFBA’s Director of Training and Development, Majid 
Abdulaziz al-Khulaifi, said the programme was 
designed to train professional mentors with the aim of 
facilitating professional development and providing 
specialists with the knowledge and skills necessary 
to provide guidance services that help individuals 
develop their careers. (QNA)

CSGDB launches programme to train professional mentors
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West Bank medics lose precious time to save Palestinian lives
AFP 
Arrabah, Palestinian Territories 

Yamen Mohamed Husseti, 16, bled 
to death in an alley after being shot 
during an Israeli raid on his occu-

pied West Bank village, where witnesses 
say troops prevented medics from reach-
ing him.

The teenager’s death is one of a growing 
number of cases in which fi rst responders 
say Palestinians were denied life-saving 
medical attention due to stricter move-
ment restrictions imposed by Israel since 
the start of its war with Hamas.

After Husseti was shot in the stom-
ach earlier this month in the northern 
West Bank village of Arraba, an ambu-
lance driver called to the scene and resi-
dents who were there said they had been 
stopped by Israeli soldiers.

Paramedic Anwar Arttaya said his am-
bulance was repeatedly shot when he tried 
to reach Husseti.

Said al-Ardah was one of several resi-

dents who tried to approach the writhing 
teenager, he recalled, but soldiers pointed 
M16 rifl es at them and “surrounded the 
body for half an hour”.

“Yamen was screaming... I was help-
less,” he said at the morgue.

When asked for comment on the in-
cident, the Israeli army said that troops 
were responding to “explosives” thrown 
by “a fi ghter”, and “were not aware of any 
shooting at ambulances”.

Husseti was buried the following day in 
the rain, his clean-shaven face wrapped in 
a red keffi  yeh scarf.

Access denials and delays, as in Hus-
seti’s case, were wasting “golden min-
utes” that could save lives, said rescuer 
Abdulrauf Mustafa.

Israel has occupied the West Bank since 
1967 and its troops regularly carry out in-
cursions into Palestinian communities.

But the raids have escalated, increas-
ingly lasting several days accompanied 
by air strikes, since the start of the Israel-
Hamas war in the fi rst week of October, 
sparked by attacks launched from Gaza 

by the Palestinian group. As fi ghting has 
raged for nearly four months in the be-
sieged Gaza Strip, more than 370 Pales-
tinian have been killed in the West Bank 
by Israeli troops and settlers, according to 
the Ramallah-based health ministry.

The growing violence coupled with 
more restrictions on movement — already 
a systemic problem even before the war 
— meant more Palestinians were getting 
hurt but fi rst responders were increasingly 
struggling to help.

“My life as a paramedic has been 
marked by extreme fear of Israeli soldiers,” 
said Arttaya.

To him, the recent months have been 
even worse than past “horrors” etched on 
his memory.

Between October fi rst week and January 
19, the Palestinian Red Crescent Society 
has documented 154 incidents of Israeli 
forces impeding the work of its teams in 
the West Bank and annexed east Jerusa-
lem.

The Israeli military said it was “obli-
gated” to inspect ambulances, charging 

that “fi ghters are hiding” there and near 
hospitals.

But troops were “trying to minimise de-
lays as much as possible”, it added.

The army’s operations impact people 
beyond those wounded in the violence, 
said Wissam Baker, a hospital director in 
the city of Jenin.

Patients with chronic illnesses, for ex-
ample, “could not come because there 
were military vehicles or fi ghting” block-
ing their way to the hospital, he said.

Doctors Without Borders aid group has 
mobilised more of their mobile clinics 
across the West Bank in the hopes of help-
ing more people in hard-to-reach areas.

In mid-December, Ahmad, a 13-year-
old boy with immunodefi ciency, awoke 
to severe stomach pain, right as an Israeli 
military raid began in the nearby Jenin 
refugee camp, a hub of Palestinian groups.

“Ahmad said ‘I can’t move anymore, I 
have trouble breathing’, but I didn’t know 
what to do,” his father, Mohamed Asaad 
Sammar, recalled in tears.

“There was no hospital” near their vil-

lage of Al-Yamun other than in Jenin, in 
the West Bank’s far north, said Sammar, a 
56-year-old telecommunications techni-
cian.

“I told him to wait until the soldiers 
leave,” he added, but the raid lasted hours 
and they had no time to waste.

The drive to the hospital took 25 min-
utes instead of the seven it would normally 
take. Faced with a build-up of ambulances 
in front of the hospital prevented by Israeli 
troops from moving forward, he had to 
continue on foot.

Photos showed the father walking to-
wards an armoured vehicle parked at the 
entrance to the hospital, carrying his limp 
son in his arms.

When they fi nally managed to reach the 
hospital, doctors were not able to save Ah-
mad.

“Losing your son because you can’t get 
him to the hospital... it’s an injustice,” 
Sammar lamented.

In the West Bank, as in war-battered 
Gaza, “they are killing people in cold 
blood,” he said.

Gazans lament 
suspension of UN 
agency funding

AFP 
Gaza Strip 

Gazans lamented yesterday 
the suspension of fund-
ing to the UN agency for 

Palestinian refugees by several 
donor countries over after Israel 
charged that some UNRWA staff  
took part in Hamas’s October 
fi rst week storming.

The agency has fired several 
staff over Israel’s accusations 
and promised a thorough in-
vestigation into these claims, 

which were not specified.
Several countries, including 

the US, France, Britain, Germany 
and Japan, have announced the 
suspension of further funding to 
the agency.

In the southern city of Rafah, 
where 1.5mn displaced people 
have taken refuge, Gazans said 
that the support they received 
from the agency amounted to a 
lifeline.

“We live on aid from UNRWA. 
If it stopped, we would die of 
hunger, and no one would look at 
us,” said Sabah Musabih, 50.

Amal Abdel Moneim, a refugee 
from Gaza City in the north, said 
there were no other organisa-
tions off ering help. “Our people 
are supported by no one except 
UNRWA,” he said.

“If UNRWA stops supporting 
us, our people will be lost and 
dead.”  Israel’s relentless mili-
tary off ensive has killed at least 
26,637 people in Gaza, most of 
them women and children, ac-
cording to the Hamas govern-
ment’s health ministry in the 
territory.

Israel has vowed to stop the 
agency’s work in Gaza after the 
war. Israeli Foreign Minister Is-
rael Katz said yesterday he had 
cancelled a meeting with UN-
RWA head Philippe Lazzarini 
scheduled for later in the week.

“Lazzarini should draw con-
clusions and resign,” Katz posted 
on X, formerly Twitter.

A group of 20 aid organisa-
tions, including Oxfam, Save the 
Children and ActionAid, said in 
a joint statement that they were 
“outraged” at the suspension of 
funding to the agency.

An UNRWA source said that 
the suspension of funding an-
nounced by several countries 
had yet to have an eff ect on the 
ground.

About 30 killed in Mali in 
weekend village attacks

Reuters
Bamako

About 30 people were killed 
in attacks on two villages 
in central Mali over the 

weekend, the rural commune’s 
mayor said yesterday.

He did not say who was re-
sponsible. The West African 
country is home to militant 
groups linked to Al Qaeda and 
Islamic State that wage frequent 
attacks on the army and civil-
ians.

The attacks started on Satur-
day in the villages of Ogota and 
Oimbe in Bankass circle, in the 

Mopti region, Bankass Mayor 
Moulaye Guindo said in a phone 
interview.

“Armed men burst in, sur-
rounded and attacked the two 
villages, Ogota and Oimbe, lo-
cated side by side. They shot at 
the populations and set fi re to 
the houses,” Guindo said.

“The toll is heavy, around 30 
deaths including men, women 
and children. The two villages 
were completely destroyed and 
burned,” he said.

Another village in the nearby 
commune of Dialassagou was 
attacked yesterday morning, but 
a death toll was not yet available, 
he added.

Fighting between rival communities 
in a disputed region claimed by 
both Sudan and South Sudan has 
killed 54 people, including two 
UN peacekeepers, the UN said 
yesterday, calling for calm, AFP 
reported from Juba. The clashes in 
Abyei, a contested oil-rich territory 
straddling the border of both 
countries, broke out at the weekend, 
according to local authorities. The 
UN Interim Security Force for Abyei 
(UNISFA) said it “strongly condemns 
these attacks against civilians 
and peacekeepers”. “Currently, 
according to local authorities, 52 
civilians have lost their lives, while 
64 others are said to be gravely 
wounded,” it said.

54 killed in clashes 
in area claimed by 
two Sudans: UN

CONFLICT

Keep supporting UN Palestinian 
refugee agency, Saudi urges
AFP
Riyadh

Saudi Arabia said yesterday donors should con-
tinue supporting the main UN aid agency for 
Palestinians after unproved Israeli allegations.

Supporters of UNRWA should “carry out their 
role in supporting the humanitarian tasks toward 
Palestinian refugees”, the foreign ministry said in a 
statement carried by the offi  cial Saudi Press Agency.

This would “alleviate the eff ects of the humani-
tarian crisis in the occupied Palestinian territories”, 
SPA said.

Several major donors, including the United States, 
France, Britain, Germany and Japan, froze their 
funding for UNRWA in response to Israel’s allega-
tions.

Israel has also vowed to stop the agency’s work in 

Gaza after the war. The Saudi statement said “re-
view and investigation procedures” related to Is-
rael’s allegations should yield “facts coupled with 
evidence”.

It also highlighted “the human sacrifi ces made 
by UNRWA workers”, including deaths and injuries, 
“due to the indiscriminate Israeli shelling of relief 
centres in (the) Gaza Strip”.

Israel’s relentless military off ensive has killed at 
least 26,637 people in Gaza, most of them women 
and children, according to the Hamas government’s 
health ministry in the territory.

A statement issued by the UN in 2022 said Saudi 
Arabia had been “one of the largest donors to UN-
RWA”, contributing nearly $1bn in the previous dec-
ade.

The Gulf kingdom allocated an additional $2mn to 
the agency just over a week after the Hamas fi ghters’ 
storming.

A Palestinian man uses a wheelchair to transport bags of flour 
distributed by the UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), amid the 
ongoing conflict, in Rafah in the southern Gaza Strip, yesterday.



From Wall Street to 
Silicon Valley, wealthy 
donors have thrown tens 
of millions of dollars 

at Republican US presidential 
candidate Nikki Haley in an eff ort 
to keep Donald Trump from 
returning to the White House.

They have learned a hard 
lesson: Big money can’t win 
the Republican presidential 
nomination — at least not against 
Trump, who holds the support 
of a wide majority of the party’s 
voters.

Pro-Haley forces outspent the 
main outside group supporting 
the former president’s candidacy 
by more than two to one over the 
past year, according to a Reuters 
analysis of campaign fi nance 
disclosures fi led with the Federal 
Election Commission.

The SFA Fund Inc, the main 
pro-Haley super PAC, has so far 
reported spending more than 
$70mn backing her run over 
the last year, and a super PAC 
affi  liated with billionaire Charles 
Koch reported spending around 
$40mn to support Haley or 
oppose Trump.

In contrast, the main pro-
Trump super PAC, known as 
MAGA Inc, reported spending 
about $50mn over the same 
period.

Despite that, Trump romped to 
two strong wins, fi rst in Iowa on 
January 15, and then last Tuesday 
in New Hampshire.

While Haley has vowed to 
carry on, Trump has driven all 
of his other rivals out of the 

race and has all but clinched 
the Republican nomination to 
face Democratic incumbent Joe 
Biden in the November general 
election.

In interviews with around a 
dozen donors and strategists 
who opposed Trump, a feeling of 
powerlessness seeped through.

“Trump has a base that 
basically is impenetrable. I don’t 
think money was the issue at all,” 
said metal magnate Andy Sabin.

Sabin himself is illustrative 
of some donors’ frenzied quest 
for a Trump opponent: At fi rst, 
Sabin backed Florida Governor 
Ron DeSantis. Then, put off  by 
DeSantis’ foreign policy stance, 
Sabin decided to back US Senator 
Tim Scott.

When Scott dropped out, 
Sabin chose to back Haley. 
After she lost New Hampshire, 
however, Sabin said last 
Wednesday that the race was 
eff ectively over.

The apparent failure of anti-
Trump Republicans to stop 
him highlights his popularity 
with his supporters, many 
of who dismiss the multiple 
criminal prosecutions he faces as 
politically motivated. Trump says 
he is innocent of all the charges.

The disempowering of wealthy 
donors is yet another way 
that Trump, who is fi nancially 
fuelled by small contributions, 
has fundamentally remade the 
Republican Party.

“The idea that any single 
entity can take checks and spend 
hundreds of millions of dollars to 
impact a presidential campaign 
is just not a 21st-century 
reality,” said Ed McMullen, 
a top fundraiser for Trump 

and his former ambassador to 
Switzerland.

Trump’s fi nancial model was 
sparking imitators, McMullen 
said. “I’m fi nding more 
candidates who are starting to 
focus more on a broader donor 
base than a singular high-dollar 
donor base.”

Hardline conservatives in the 
Republican-controlled House 
of Representatives, for instance, 
already rely heavily on small 
campaign donors.

The Trump and Haley 
campaigns did not respond to 
requests for comment.

The disconnect between 
wealthy donors and Republican 
voters on the ground is apparent.

Keith Rabois, a Miami-based 
venture capitalist backing Haley, 
in December shared a graph on 
social media platform X showing 
her climb in public opinion polls. 
“This is exactly what a successful 
startup’s KPIs look like,” he wrote.

Key Performance Indicator, 
which aims to gauge business 
performance, is unlikely to be 
among the average Trump voter’s 
— or average American’s — daily 
lexicon.

“Key Performance Indicator? 
I just chuckle,” said Gary Leffl  er, 
a general contractor who was 
a precinct captain supporting 
Trump in Iowa and is known for 
driving a Trump-themed tractor 
to rallies.

“It’s a classic mistake made 
by people who have money. 
They take people out of the 
equation. It’s a total disconnect,” 
Leffl  er added of the donor 
class. “They’re not going to 
the grocery stores, to the home 
improvement stores, they’re not 

really connecting to people on 
the street.”

When asked about his 
comments and donors’ role, 
Rabois said he never believed 
“money matters” in politics, and 
said voters would again reject 
Trump.

Another illustration of the 
apparent diminishing power 
of old-line Republican money 
comes in Charles Koch, the fossil 
fuels magnate whose family built 
Americans for Prosperity (AFP), 
one of the most formidable US 
conservative advocacy and donor 
networks.

While Americans for Prosperity 
Action’s endorsement of Haley 
gave her more money and 
momentum, their advertisements 
and door knocking failed to 
convince enough voters. To be 
sure, AFP Action’s 2024 strategy 
also involves congressional 
races, where it aims to prevent 
Democrats from gaining seats.

Reed Galen, a former Republican 
consultant who is raising money 
for the anti-Trump Lincoln 
Project, said that donors might 
have had more success if they had 
started spending against Trump 
a year earlier, been relentless in 
their attacks, and benefi ted from 
stronger candidates.

Still, he conceded: “I’m 
not sure even that would have 
worked.”

Some donors who had 
previously bet against Trump 
have already begun to support 
him.

Dan Eberhart, a prominent 
donor who previously supported 
DeSantis, is now backing Trump, 
for example. And Sabin, the 
metals magnate, said he would 
vote for Trump in November, 
although he said he wouldn’t give 
him a “nickel.”

Several donors told Reuters that 
Trump’s team had been calling 
to try to get them on board, 
including in at least one case by 
enticing them with the off er of 
a Trump meeting at his Mar-a-
Lago resort in Florida.

Last Wednesday, Trump upped 
the ante, saying that anybody 
making a contribution to Haley 
would be “permanently barred” 
from his political orbit.

One Haley donor said he feared 
speaking out against Trump for 
fear of getting on his bad side, 
adding, “That’s dangerous.”

Of course, Trump has long had 
some major, committed donors 
on his side, including Home 
Depot billionaire Bernie Marcus, 
who told Reuters he’d likely fund 
Trump even if the candidate is 
convicted.

George Glass, a major Trump 
campaign fundraiser and his 
former ambassador to Portugal, 
said he expected “at least half” of 
donors who backed a non-Trump 
candidate would return to the 
fold, adding, “It’s pretty much 
a unifi cation behind President 
Trump.” — Reuters

India is seeking to distance itself from its largest arms supplier after 
Russia’s ability to supply munitions and spares was hobbled by the war 
in Ukraine, but must step carefully to avoid pushing Moscow closer to 
China, Indian sources said.

The world’s biggest arms importer is slowly turning West as the 
United States looks to strengthen ties in the Indo-Pacifi c region, hoping 
to contain an ascendant China by weaning the South Asian nation off  a 
traditional dependence on Russia.

Russia supplied 65% of India’s weapons purchases of more than 
$60bn during the last two decades, according to the Stockholm 
International Peace Research Institute, but the Ukraine war hastened 
the impetus to diversify its weapons base.

“We are not likely to sign any major military deal with Russia,” 
said Nandan Unnikrishnan, a Russia expert at New Delhi think tank 
the Observer Research Foundation. “That would be a red line for 
Washington.”

That view comes despite Moscow’s off ers, described by four Indian 
government sources, among them a senior security offi  cial who recently 
retired, as including platforms such as the most advanced Kamov 
helicopters and Sukhoi and MiG fi ghter jets, with the added fi llip of joint 
manufacturing in India.

All four sources spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss a 
sensitive subject.

The foreign and defence ministries of India and Russia did not 
respond to requests for comment.

Russia has publicly urged India to step up defence ties, but Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has turned his focus to domestic production 
with Western technology, experts and offi  cials said.

Such eff orts would better fi t Modi’s “Make in India” programme to 
encourage domestic manufacturing, as he makes a rare bid for a third 
term in general elections due by May.

India expects to spend nearly $100bn on defence orders over the next 
decade, its defence minister has said.

Last year, India and the 
United States signed a deal for 
General Electric to produce 
engines in India to power its 
fi ghter jets, the fi rst such US 
concession to a non-ally.

They also plan to “fast-
track” technology co-
operation and co-production 
in areas ranging from air 
combat to intelligence, they 
said at the time.

Further driving India’s 
ties with the United States is 
disquiet over China, as their 
troops are embroiled in a 
standoff  on their Himalayan 

frontier since 2020, when one of their bloodiest clashes in fi ve decades 
killed 24 soldiers.

The nuclear-armed neighbours fought a war in 1962, but their 
frontier, more than 2,000 miles long, is still contested.

India must walk a fi ne line in ties with Russia, as the largest buyer of 
its arms and, since 2022, one of the largest purchasers of its oil. Halting 
such trade would push Moscow closer to Beijing, the only other major 
economy it deals with.

“Arms purchase buys you infl uence,” said the retired security offi  cial. 
“By shutting them out you make them subservient to China.”

Trade with Russia in energy and other areas would help “keep it as far 
away as possible from China,” added Unnikrishnan, the analyst.

India is eyeing French jets for its latest aircraft carrier and wants to 
make submarines with French, German or Spanish technology, and 
fi ghter jets with American and French engines, the sources said.

“India’s multi-alignment will continue, to straddle ties with Russia 
and balance it with the West, but it will not be an equal distribution,” 
said Swasti Rao, Eurasia expert at the state-run Manohar Parrikar 
Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov made the latest push for 
more defence deals with India on December 27, during a joint press 
conference with Indian counterpart S Jaishankar who was visiting 
Moscow.

Lavrov said he discussed with Jaishankar prospects for military and 
technical co-operation, including joint production of weapons, adding 
that Russia was also ready to support India’s goal of increasing domestic 
production.

Jaishankar responded that ties were very strong, with two-way trade 
at a record, thanks to deals in energy, fertiliser and steel-making coal, 
but stopped short of mentioning defence.

Weapons, from Soviet or Russian-origin tanks to an aircraft carrier 
and surface-to-air missile systems, make up more than 60% of India’s 
military hardware.

New Delhi will require Russian spares for their maintenance and 
repair for nearly two decades, offi  cials said. — Reuters
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Big money fails to stop 
Trump, prompting a 
donor reckoning
By Alexandra Ulmer & Jason Lange
Washington

Republican presidential candidate and former US president Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally ahead of 
the Republican caucus in Las Vegas, Nevada, on Friday. (Reuters)

10 Gulf Times
Tuesday, January 30, 2024

COMMENT

 P.O.Box 2888, Doha, Qatar

 editor@gulf-times.com

 44350478  (News),

 44466404  (Sport), 

 44466636  (Home delivery) 

 44350474

 facebook.com/gulftimes

 twitter.com/gulftimes_Qatar

 instagram.com/gulftimes

 youtube.com/GulftimesVideos

Subscription
 circulation@gulf-times.com

© 2024 Gulf Times. All rights reserved

To Advertise
 gtadv@gulf-times.com

Display
 44466621  
 44418811

Classified
 44466609  44418811
 gtcad@gulf-times.com

India pivots away 
from Russian arms, 
but will retain ties



11Gulf Times
Tuesday, January 30, 2024

WORLD

A collection of 19 spiral galaxies, viewed face-on, from James Webb Space Telescope in near- and mid-infrared 
light is seen in this undated combination photograph. (Reuters)

A batch of newly released images 
captured by the James Webb Space 
Telescope show in remarkable 
detail 19 spiral galaxies residing 
relatively near our Milky Way, 
off ering new clues on star formation 
as well as galactic structure and 
evolution.
The images were made public 
yesterday by a team of scientists 
involved in a project called Physics 
at High Angular resolution in 
Nearby GalaxieS (PHANGS) that 
operates across several major 
astronomical observatories.
The closest of the 19 galaxies is 
called NGC5068, about 15mn light 
years from Earth, and the most 
distant of them is NGC1365, about 
60mn light years from Earth. A light 
year is the distance light travels in a 
year, 5.9tn miles.
The James Webb Space Telescope 
(JWST) was launched in 2021 and 
began collecting data in 2022, 
reshaping the understanding of 
the early universe while taking 
wondrous pictures of the cosmos. 
The orbiting observatory looks 
at the universe mainly in the 
infrared. The Hubble Space 
Telescope, launched in 1990 and 
still operational, has examined it 
primarily at optical and ultraviolet 
wavelengths.
Spiral galaxies, resembling 
enormous pinwheels, are a 

common galaxy type. Our Milky 
Way is one.
The new observations came from 
Webb’s Near-Infrared Camera 
(NIRCam) and Mid-Infrared 
Instrument (MIRI). They show 
roughly 100,000 star clusters 
and millions or perhaps billions of 
individual stars.
“These data are important as they 
give us a new view on the earliest 
phase of star formation,” said 
University of Oxford astronomer 
Thomas Williams, who led the 
team’s data processing on the 
images.
“Stars are born deep within dusty 
clouds that completely block out 
the light at visible wavelengths — 
what the Hubble Space Telescope is 
sensitive to — but these clouds light 
up at the JWST wavelengths. We 
don’t know a lot about this phase, 
not even really how long it lasts, 
and so these data will be vital for 
understanding how stars in galaxies 
start their lives,” Williams added.
About half of spiral galaxies have 
a straight structure, called a bar, 
coming out from the galactic 
centre to which the spiral arms are 
attached.
“The commonly held thought is that 
galaxies form from the inside-out, 
and so get bigger and bigger over 
their lifetimes. The spiral arms act 
to sweep up the gas that will form 

into stars, and the bars act to funnel 
that same gas in towards the central 
black hole of the galaxy,” Williams 
said.
The images let scientists for the first 
time resolve the structure of the 
clouds of dust and gas from which 
stars and planets form at a high 
level of detail in galaxies beyond the 
Large Magellanic Cloud and Small 
Magellanic Cloud, two galaxies 
considered galactic satellites of the 
sprawling Milky Way.
“The images are not only 
aesthetically stunning, they also 
tell a story about the cycle of star 
formation and feedback, which 
is the energy and momentum 
released by young stars into 
the space between stars,” said 
astronomer Janice Lee of the Space 
Telescope Science Institute in 
Baltimore, principal investigator for 
the new data.
“It actually looks like there was 
explosive activity and clearing of 
the dust and gas on both cluster 
and kiloparsec (roughly 3,000 
light years) scales. The dynamic 
process of the overall star formation 
cycle becomes obvious and 
qualitatively accessible, even for 
the public, which makes the images 
compelling on many diff erent 
levels,” Lee added.
Webb’s observations build on 
Hubble’s.

Webb telescope captures 
images of 19 spiral galaxies

Iran, Pakistan to 
boost security ties
Visiting Iranian FM 
says president due 
in Islamabad soon

AFP/Reuters
Islamabad

Pakistan and Iran pledged 
yesterday to improve dia-
logue and swap liaison 

offi  cers as both nations sought 
to ease tensions after deadly 
cross-border strikes threatened 
diplomatic relations.

The tit-for-tat raids earlier 
this month in the porous border 
region of Baluchistan — split 
between the two nations — 
stoked regional tensions already 
infl amed by the Gaza war.

During a visit to Pakistan yes-
terday, Iranian Foreign Minister 
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian said 
the hostilities could not be de-
scribed as a “crisis” because re-
lations had always been strong.

“It was natural that we would 
manage to overcome this,” 
Amir-Abdollahian told a news 
conference.

“Through joint co-operation 
between Islamabad and Tehran, 
we will not let terrorism endan-
ger relations between us.”

Iran’s President Ebrahim 
Raisi would soon visit Pakistan, 
Abdollahian added.

Pakistan Foreign Minister 
Jalil Abbas Jilani told the same 
briefi ng that both sides had 
agreed to strengthen dialogue at 
all levels, and would speed up a 
plan to place liaison offi  cers in 
each other’s countries.

“We have managed to bring 
this situation back to normal in 
the shortest time,” he said.

Tehran carried out strikes 
against an anti-Iran group in 
Pakistan on January 16, the 
same week the nation’s military 

targeted Iraq and Syria.
Two days later, Pakistan re-

sponded in kind with a pre-
dawn raid on “militant targets” 
in Iran’s Sistan-Baluchistan 
province, one of the few mainly 
Sunni Muslim regions in Shiite-
dominated Iran.

The initial Iranian strikes, 
which Pakistan said killed at 
least two children, drew a sharp 
rebuke from Islamabad, with 
the government recalling its 
ambassador from Tehran and 
blocking Iran’s envoy from re-
turning to his post.

Tehran also summoned Is-
lamabad’s charge d’aff aires over 
Pakistan’s strikes, which left at 
least nine people dead.

The two countries, however, 
last week announced they had 
decided to de-escalate and al-
low both ambassadors to return 
to their posts.

On Saturday, gunmen in 
Iran’s Sistan-Baluchistan prov-
ince killed nine people, with 
Islamabad’s ambassador identi-
fying them as Pakistanis.

So far, no group has claimed 

responsibility.
The earlier exchange of air 

strikes by Iran and Islamabad 
prompted concern from the 
United States and European Un-
ion, who urged restraint, while 
China off ered to mediate.

But both foreign ministers 
insisted yesterday that strong 
long-term relations and respect 
for each other’s borders had en-
sured a swift outcome.

Pakistan’s Jilani said good 
relations between Pakistan and 
Iran were “an important source 
of stability for the whole re-
gion”.

He said both sides had agreed 
to speed up the development of 
border markets along the fron-
tier to further encourage trade 
and cultural exchanges.

They would also establish a 
new “consultative mechanism” 
at the ministerial level and plan 
regular meetings to be held in 
each other’s capitals.

“Our discussions were 
marked by convergences of all 
issues of mutual interest,” he 
said.

Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Jalil Jilani shakes hands with his Iranian 
counterpart Hossein Amir-Abdollahian in Islamabad. (Reuters)

Posy Simmonds (Pictured) is 
only the fifth woman and the 
first Briton to win the grand 
prix at France’s prestigious 
Angouleme comics festival, an 
honour she is thrilled with — 
even if toothache prevented her 
from collecting it in person.
Cartoons and comics have been 
“a boys’ club for a long time and 
certainly over the last decades 
women have infiltrated it. Of 
course, I am really pleased to 
be one of them,” she told AFP 
this week. Simmonds, 78, is best 
known in Britain for her work in 
The Guardian newspaper and 
her gentle satirisation of the 
English middle classes.
In France, however, she 
became famous for Gemma 
Bovery (1999), considered an 
iconoclastic masterpiece, with 
a complex plot delivered in 
very dense text, reimagining 
the bored heroine of Gustave 

Flaubert’s Madame Bovary.
That work was initially 
commissioned by The Guardian 
which asked her for 100 
episodes. But feeling she had 
a lot more to say, Simmonds 
decided to accompany her 
drawings with numerous long 
texts. This would become her 
trademark in the graphic novels 

that followed, such as Tamara 
Drewe or Cassandra Darke.
“You can say things in three 
lines that happened in the 
past, like, you know, ‘he’d been 
married three times and he 
hated cats’,” she said.
“You don’t have to draw it. It 
also allowed me to have several 
diff erent voices in my books, so 
that you saw the story from a 
diff erent angle. And I think that 
added depth to it,” she added.
Simmonds works from a 
small room in her 12th floor 
apartment in central London, 
filled with books, pencils 
and drawings, far from the 
countryside where she grew up. 
The Angouleme International 
Comics Festival in southwestern 
France is widely seen as the 
industry’s most illustrious event. 
Although she couldn’t make it 
to France on Wednesday for the 
announcement, the long-time 

Francophile who studied at the 
Sorbonne, confesses she finds 
becoming the first Briton to win 
the prize “quite extraordinary”.
“I was astonished first of all, I 
said ‘wow’...and then of course I 
was very pleased,” she told AFP.
Simmonds says Britain lags 
behind France in its interest 
in comics or BD (bandes 
dessinées) as they are known.
“I always remember going to 
Paris and being in the FNAC 
(book store), and there were 
adults reading BD and children 
at their feet reading BD. I 
thought this is just amazing,” 
she said. A constant in her work 
is strong female characters, 
whether it is Gemma, an 
Englishwoman who cheats on 
her husband in the Normandy 
countryside, or Cassandra, a 
cantankerous old Londoner, 
who defends herself tooth and 
nail against adversity.

British novelist delighted to ‘infiltrate’ cartoon boys’ club

Tempers flaring and accusations 
of blackmail: sparks flew again 
yesterday between Hungary and 
its EU partners, three days before a 
summit meeting aimed at freeing 
up billions in aid for war-torn 
Ukraine.
Hungary’s nationalist Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban, who has 
maintained close ties to the 
Kremlin since Russia invaded its 
pro-Western neighbour, vetoed a 
four-year, €50bn ($54bn) EU aid 
package for Kyiv back in December.
Orban’s stance has left the 
European Union scrambling 
to secure a financial lifeline for 
Ukraine, made even more crucial 
with the US Congress deadlocked 
over future funds for the war eff ort, 
which is about to enter its third 
year.
In Brussels, off icials have all but 
run out of patience with Orban 
and his brinksmanship over issues 
ranging from Ukraine and Nato to 
EU-mandated reforms at home.
EU lawmakers have repeatedly 
likened his demands to “blackmail”.
“It’s no coincidence that the EU 
member state that most often 
violates our shared values, that 
violates the rule of law, meaning 
Hungary, is also the member state 
that is consistently outside the EU 
consensus over aid to Ukraine,” 
Anna Luehrmann, Germany’s 
minister for Europe, told reporters.
Luehrmann called it “absolutely 
unacceptable” that Hungary 
was also holding out on ratifying 
Sweden’s membership in Nato, 
having suggested the fellow EU 
state should “negotiate” to win its 
backing.
She urged the European Union to 
“harden” the tools at its disposal to 
bring Hungary into line.
One option is a mechanism 
allowing it to cut off  EU funds. 
Another is a procedure under 
Article 7 of the EU treaty that can 
strip members of voting rights 
in the European Council, which 
decides EU matters.
Hungary is holding out for the EU’s 
plan to give Ukraine support over a 
four-year period to be subject to an 
annual review.

‘Blackmail’ 
charges fly in 
EU-Hungary 
standoff 

French farmers choked off  major motorways around Paris yesterday, 
threatening to blockade the capital in an intensifying standoff  with the 
government over working conditions.
A spokesperson for the French government told reporters yesterday 
that new measures to help farmers, who have been protesting for better 
conditions, will likely be announced from today.
In recent weeks there has been a slew of protests in France, a major 
agricultural producer, by farmers angry about incomes, red tape and 
environmental policies they say undermine their ability to compete with 
other countries.
Protesting farmers started the operation by blocking the A13 highway to 
the west of the capital, the A4 to the east and the A6 on which hundreds 
of tractors rolled towards Paris from the south.
By mid-afternoon they appeared to have met their objective of 
establishing eight chokepoints on major roads into Paris, according to 
Sytadin, a traff ic monitoring service.
“We need answers,” said Karine Duc, a farmer in the southwestern Lot-
et-Garonne department as she joined a convoy of tractors heading for 
Paris. “This is the final battle for farming. It’s a question of survival,” she 
told AFP. A banner on a tractor in the convoy said: “We will not die in 
silence.” In response, the government ordered the deployment of 15,000 
police and gendarmes.
Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin told security forces to show restraint. 
But he also warned the farmers not to interfere with strategic spots.

Protesting farmers block major 
motorways around Paris

Indian Ocean naval forces said yesterday they had freed two fishing 
vessels hijacked separately by Somali pirates, with Indian sailors 
rescuing an Iranian boat and commandos from the Seychelles releasing 
a Sri Lankan trawler.
The hijackings off  Somalia have fuelled concerns about a resurgence of 
Indian Ocean raids by opportunistic pirates, coming on top of a separate 
surge of attacks launched by Yemen’s Houthi rebels.
Houthi gunmen have launched scores of attacks in the Red Sea and 
Gulf of Aden targeting Israeli-linked vessels in response to Israel’s war 
against Hamas in Gaza. India’s navy said it had deployed its warship INS 
Sumitra — which was on anti-piracy patrol off  the east coast of Somalia 
in the Gulf of Aden — after receiving a distress message from the Iranian-
flagged fishing vessel Iman.
“The fishing vessel had been boarded by pirates and the crew taken 
as hostages,” Indian navy spokesman Commander Vivek Madhwal 
said, adding that the warship intercepted the boat and then worked to 
“coerce” the hijackers. The warship “ensured the successful release of all 
17 crew members along with the boat”, he added, with the fishing boat 
then “sanitised and released for onward transit”.
Separately, Seychelles forces freed a Sri Lankan vessel “hijacked by 
armed Somali pirates”, President Wavel Ramkalawan’s off ice said 
yesterday.
The Sri Lankan fishing trawler Lorenzo Putha-4 was seized along with 
its six-man crew on Saturday, about 840 nautical miles southeast of 
Somalia’s capital Mogadishu.
“Seychellois special military forces boarded the boat with utmost 
courage to take complete control of the vessel and rescue our Sri 
Lankan brothers,” the presidency said in a statement.

Indian Ocean naval forces rescue 
two boats from Somali pirates

North Korea tested its new submarine-launched cruise missiles (SLCM) 
on Sunday, firing an upgraded missile for the second time in a week 
and accelerating its navy’s nuclear armament, state media reported 
yesterday.
Leader Kim Jong-un supervised the test of the missile, called 
“Pulhwasal-3-31,” which is identical to the strategic cruise missiles that 
the North test-launched last week as part of upgrading its weapons 
system. State news agency KCNA and off icial Rodong Sinmun 
newspaper said the missiles flew above the sea off  the country’s east 
coast for 7,421 seconds and 7,445 seconds and hit an unspecified island 
target, indicating the flight time exceeded two hours.
Kim called the test a success, KCNA said, “which is of strategic 
significance in carrying out the plan...for modernising the army which 
aims at building a powerful naval force.”
South Korea’s military said on Sunday that the North fired multiple 
cruise missiles off  its coast but did not provide details. Yesterday, it 
said the claimed flight time was an exaggeration saying it tracked the 
missiles real time and also played down the possibility it was propelled 
by solid fuel.

N Korea tests new cruise missiles

King Charles III and Catherine, Princess of Wales, rested at their homes 
yesterday after both left hospital following separate surgeries, in a 
double health scare for Britain’s royal family. Head-of-state Charles, 
75, left the private London Clinic three days after undergoing prostate 
surgery. The monarch, dressed in a suit and a black overcoat, waved 
to crowds as he and Queen Camilla, 76, emerged from the central 
London facility and got into a waiting car. His departure came hours 
after Kensington Palace announced that his daughter-in-law Catherine 
— whose husband is heir to the throne Prince William — had also left the 
clinic after undergoing abdominal surgery earlier this month.
It is unclear when exactly the 42-year-old princess was discharged but 
her off ice said that she was making “good progress” at home at the start 
of a recuperation that could last months.

Charles, Kate back home after surgeries



As the Doha Jewellery and 
Watches Exhibition (DJWE) 
gears up for its 20th edition, 

fi ve top exhibitors provided a sneak 
peek into their collections, prom-
ising a celebration of glamour and 
excellence like never before. 

The prestigious event, sched-
uled to take place within a 
30,000sq m space at the Doha Ex-
hibition and Convention Centre 
(DECC) from February 5-11, will 
witness the participation of more 
than 500 international brands 
from 10 countries.

A recent press conference set the 
stage for an immersive experience, 
showcasing statement pieces from 
Alfardan Jewellery, Al Majed Jew-
ellery, Fifty One East, Al Muftah 
Jewellery, and Bvlgari in an inter-
active digital exhibition.

Tiff any & Co takes the spotlight 

with the unveiling of their new 
“Bird on a Pearl” collection, a col-
laboration that unites the world’s 
rarest pearls with the artistry of 
Jean Schlumberger.

The suite, adorned with authen-
tic saltwater pearls from the Gulf 
region, will debut at the Alfardan 
pavilion, featuring pieces obtained 
from the personal collection of 
Hussein Alfardan.

Some of the standout pieces 
that will be displayed at Alfardan 
pavilion include a vintage Vach-
eron Constantin Overseas silver 
dial chronograph men’s watch, a 
vintage Breguet 3700 Marine Hora 
Mundi Yellow Gold, a pearl neck-
lace from AlTawash vintage collec-
tion, and a vintage Gub-Gub head-
piece made of gold, diamonds, 
rubies, and emeralds.

Al Muftah Jewellery presents 
a vintage gold and diamond jew-
ellery set, blending timeless el-
egance with sophistication, which 
refl ects craftsmanship and design 
aesthetics of a bygone era. 

The versatile set is designed for 
various occasions, promising en-
during allure and style.

Al Muftah is also presenting 
Sarcar timepieces, which bring ex-
clusivity to a new level with “The 
Exceptional” collection, featuring 
limited-edition timepieces and 
unique pieces of art. 

“The Twist”, a progressive mas-
terpiece, fuses traditional and fu-
turistic gem-setting techniques, 
anchored by a fl oating one-carat 
brilliant-cut diamond – a world-
fi rst achieved through advanced 
micro-engineering.

Bvlgari is set to grace the exhi-

bition with an extraordinary Im-
perial Spinel necklace, showcas-
ing a rare 131.21-carat spinel from 
Tajikistan. 

This one-of-its-kind piece, 
requiring 1,400 hours to create, 
features a combination of pink-
fuchsia shades with green emerald 
beads, true to Bulgari’s trademark 
style.

Al Majed Jewellery unveils an 
antique sapphire, diamond, and 
natural pearl tiara, a piece of art 
dating back to 1890.

The tiara, signed by G Confalo-
nieri, Milano Roma, is enhanced 
by 11 drop-shaped Qatari natural 
pearls by Mohamed Almajed of Al 
Majed Jewellery.

Fifty One East and Rolex, with 
a relationship dating back to 1951, 
presents Rolex watches from Fifty 

One East’s Private Collection. 
The watches exemplify the pin-

nacle of horological craftsman-
ship, underscoring the enduring 
connection between these iconic 
brands.
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DJWE exhibitors give sneak 
peek into their collections

By Joey Aguilar
Staff  Reporter

Al Majed Jewellery unveils an antique sapphire, diamond, 
and natural pearl tiara, a piece of art dating back to 1890. 

A pearl necklace from Alfardan 
Jewellery’s AlTawash vintage 
collection. PICTURES: Shaji 
Kayamkulam

Right: Fifty One East and Rolex, 
with a relationship dating back to 
1951, present Rolex watches from 
Fifty One East’s Private Collection.

Al Muftah is presenting Sarcar timepieces.

A vintage Gub-Gub headpiece made of gold, diamonds, rubies, and 
emeralds.

The University of Doha for Science 
and Technology (UDST) has signed 
a fi ve-year strategic memorandum 

of understanding (MoU) with Idaho State 
University (ISU). 

The agreement encourages and enables 
the two institutions to co-operate across 
several academic areas, with a particular 
focus on engineering, energy research and 
disaster response. 

The MoU was signed virtually by UDST 
vice-president (Academics) Dr Rachid 
Benlamri and Dr Martin E Blair, the vice-
president for research and economic de-
velopment at the ISU, in the presence of 
UDST president Dr Salem Al-Naemi and 
acting ISU president Brian Sagendorf.

The agreement furthers the UDST’s on-
going eff orts to build meaningful partner-
ships with premier educational institu-
tions around the world.

As part of the collaboration, the UDST 
and ISU are focusing on the fi elds of civil 
and environmental engineering, and ex-
ploring opportunities to work together at 
the ISU’s Disaster Response Complex and 
Centre for Advanced Energy Studies.

Together the two universities will fa-
cilitate student and faculty exchange, take 
part in organising collective research pro-
grammes, and work towards off ering joint 
programmes in these fi elds. 

“This important agreement with the 
ISU reinforces our shared focus on both 
research-based, and technological educa-

tion,” said Dr Al-Naemi. “It will strength-
en our co-operation in joint programme 
creation, academic exchanges and re-
search publication, and enables us to off er 
our students and staff  many more inter-
esting possibilities.”

“More than anything, it demonstrates 
the UDST’s commitment to providing as 
broad an experience as possible in terms of 
educational opportunities,” he said.

“We are excited for our faculty and stu-
dents to engage in shared research oppor-
tunities,” said Blair.

“ISU faculty and research facilities are 
sought after by experts worldwide,” he 
added. “Our partnership with the Univer-
sity of Doha for Science and Technology is 
a tremendous step forward in expanding 
knowledge and discovery initiatives that 
have a positive impact in the Gulf region, 
in the West, and globally.”

Idaho State University is one of a handful 
of educational institutions in the United 
States to off er a full range of programmes 
from technical certifi cates through to 
graduate and professional degrees.

As part of the fi rst phase in a long-term 
sustainable plan under the agreement, 
UDST students will have the chance to 
train at the Disaster Response Complex in 
the form of short summer programmes. 

The ISU is also home to more than 75% 
of the Idaho’s health degree programmes, 
and is a leader in training and educating 
healthcare professionals.

UDST forms five-year alliance with Idaho State University

The agreement focuses on engineering, energy research and disaster response.

Alfardan Automobiles, the offi  cial 
importer of BMW and MINI in Qa-
tar, has continued its expansion by 

opening a new BMW Retail.Next facil-
ity at Jery Al Samur within the Alfardan 
Automotive Complex, complete with a 
showroom, service centre, spare parts and 
body shop.

The Retail.Next facility embodies a 
concept aimed at providing customers a 
fi rst-class luxury experience. 

The facility is based on the new BMW 
corporate identity, ensuring the ultimate 
hospitality and comfort, a statement said 
yesterday.

The facility’s showroom, which stands 
out with its interior design and engineer-
ing, showcases the quality and luxury of 
the cars on display. 

It is designed to accommodate various 
BMW and MINI models, including future 
additions planned by the brands. 

The service centre within the facility is 
designed to meet customer needs with the 
highest levels of service quality.

Additionally, the new facility off ers a 
broad range of aftersales services to en-
sure a comprehensive and enjoyable cus-
tomer experience.

“This new facility highlights our un-
wavering dedication to our loyal custom-
ers and the BMW and MINI brands,” said 
Alfardan Group president and chief ex-
ecutive Omar Hussain Alfardan in a press 
statement. “We are confi dent this inno-

vative Retail.Next facility will uphold and 
elevate our high-quality standards.”

“The BMW Retail.Next facilities at Al-
fardan Automobiles showcase our eff orts 
to redefi ne the automotive retail experi-
ence for our customers and exceed their 
expectations,” he said.

A team of experts from Alfardan Auto-
mobiles will receive customers’ vehicles 
for inspection, repairs, or customisation 
jobs at the Jery Al Samur facility. 

The high-tech area provides customers 
with the latest vehicle repair techniques 
and services, allowing the in-house team 
of specialists to support the brand’s loyal 
customer base better.

A shaded parking area, including park-
ing and entrance assistance, is available to 
customers when they arrive. 

They can also explore and select their 
preferred BMW and MINI accessories and 
premium lifestyle branded merchandise, 
made with the same attention to detail as 
the BMW and MINI range of vehicles. 

Dedicated private bays at the facility 
enable an overall holistic purchasing ex-
perience for vehicle handover to custom-
ers. 

Beyond the range of aftersales services, 
the facility off ers a suite of premium serv-
ices, including tinting, body protection 
and wrapping solutions for all BMW and 
MINI cars.

The facility also features a training cen-
tre, which aims to better serve customers 

in an ever-changing automotive market 
through intensive training programmes.

Regular training is set to refi ne the 
team’s customer service skills and prod-
uct knowledge.

Each team member is thus equipped to 
maintain the standards motorists expect 
from Alfardan Automobiles and the BMW 
and MINI brands, the statement added.
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Right: The new BMW Retail.Next facility at 
Jery Al Samur.

Alfardan Group president and chief 
executive Omar Hussain Alfardan 
inaugurating the new BMW Retail.Next 
facility at Jery Al Samur within Alfardan 
Automotive Complex.
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