/I/L Gynecology

Naseem

Healthcara

CHARMING VILLA

FOR RENT.
READY T0

WELCOME YoU

Ready To occupy
Al Khor Prime Location
Furnished & Unfurnished

www.gulf-times.com

Excellence

HABARI
REAL

CR No: 174949

TATE

Dr. Nusrat Jabir
MBBS, DGO, DNB

8 Years of Proficiency

January Daily

Madness
Up to 50% off

every... single... day!

Shop with

GulfTimes_QATAR

9 CRing

Naseem

Medical Centre

Book Your
Appainments

L 44111133 naseem.ga

SPA, RESTAURANT,
SHOP, LOUNGE, MASSAGE

CENTRE, MEN’S SALON,
LADIES SALON, CAFETERIA N
Contact: 33398672,66698828,50356669

slnall wipddl obo
BOTTLED DRINKING WATER

1500m1/650mi/350m1/200m!

Doha Juice & Food Factory
Contact : 70960448/30454443

0(’6
Q%
N
OH 668039 " 136499 \%)o% %

THURSDAY vol. XXXXIlI No. 12893

January 18,2024
Rajab 6,1445 AH

www.gulf-times.com 2 Riyals

] GuiftimesVideos

o vodafone

Use your local plan abroad

To activate, download MyVodafone App or dial: *110*120+#

 Roam Like Home |
Pack

150

Amir to patronise
Police College
graduation today

His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani will
patronise today the graduation
ceremony of the sixth batch

of candidate students of the
Ministry of Interior’s Police
College. (QNA)

Smart agriculture
projectlaunched

The Ministry of Municipality
launched a project to develop
protected farming and
climate-smart agriculture, in
co-operation with the Korea
Trade-Investment Promotion
Agency (KOTRA), the Hyundai
Research Institute, and the Plant
Farm company. The aim of the
project is to better understand
the situation of agriculture in
Qatar, come up with realistic
recommendations, and

identify the most appropriate
technologies for Qatar to
develop and enhance its
agricultural and food production
capabilities. Page 4

Msheireb Downtown
Doha wins award

Msheireb Downtown Doha, a
pioneering development in the
heart of Qatar’s capital, has been
honoured with the prestigious
Global Economics Award in the
Best Urban Regeneration Project
category. Msheireb Downtown
Doha, developed by Msheireb
Properties, is an ambitious
project that blends the rich
Qatari heritage with modern
sustainable living. Page 7

Two Qatari planesin
Arish with aid for Gaza

Two aircraft of the Qatar Armed
Forces carrying 61 tonnes of aid
landed in Al Arish City, Egypt,
yesterday. The assistance
includes medicines provided by
Qatar and the France, along with
food items provided by Qatar
Charity to be further transferred
to Gaza. The aid will be sent to
Gaza following the successful
Qatari-led mediation. Page 5

’ AFC
Today = IAN CUP
QATAR 2023"

Schedule

Group:B
India vs Uzbekistan, 5.30pm
at Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium

Australia vs Syria, 2.30pm
at Jassim Bin Hamad Stadium

............................ G roupc
Palestine-UAE, 8.30pm
at Al Janoub Stadium

100 Gaza students to pursue education in Qatar

By Joseph Varghese
Staff Reporter

total of 100 students from
APalestine will reach Qatar
within six months to con-
tinue and complete their higher
education in various universities in
the country, an official from Edu-
cation Above All ( EAA) Founda-
tion told Gulf Times yesterday.
“After the launch of the ‘Re-
building Hope for Gaza initiative;
we started to bring students from
Gaza to Qatar)” explained Talal
Alhathal, executive director, Al Fa-
khoora programme, EAA.
He was speaking on the sidelines

QNA
Doha

is Highness the Amir
H Sheikh Tamim bin Ha-

mad al-Thani held yes-
terday an official discussion
session at the Amiri Diwan
with President of the Czech
Republic Petr Pavel.

At the outset of the session,
His Highness the Amir wel-
comed the Czech president and
the accompanying delegation,
wishing them a pleasant stay
and bilateral relations further
development and growth in
various fields to meet the as-
pirations of the two friendly
countries.

For his part, the Czech presi-
dent extended thanks to His
Highness the Amir for the
warm reception and generous
hospitality. He voiced happi-
ness at the inauguration of the
Qatari embassy in the capital,
Prague, looking forward to its
contribution to enhancing re-
lations between the two coun-
tries and pushing them towards
broader horizons.

During the session, they dis-
cussed areas of joint co-opera-
tion between the two countries,
in addition to exchanging views
on the most prominent regional

Holders Qatar first team to
reach Asian Cup last 16

Akram Afif scores for Qatar.

kram Afif struck again
Aas holders and hosts

Qatar became the first
team to enter the Asian Cup
last 16 with a 1-0 win over
Tajikistan at the Al Bayt Sta-
dium yesterday.

China’s 0-0 draw with Leba-
non earlier in the day means Qa-
tar are guaranteed to go through
to the knockout round as Group
A winners.

Afif, who scored twice in Qa-
tar’s opening 3-0 victory over
Lebanon, hit the winner midway
through the first half in front of
55,000 fans. The forward raced

QR Per Week

and international issues, most
notably the developments in
the Gaza Strip and the occu-
pied Palestinian territories.

The session was attended
by HE Chief of the Amiri Di-
wan Sheikh Saoud bin Ab-
dulrahman al-Thani, HE
the Minister of State at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Dr Mohamed bin Abdulaziz
al-Khulaifi, and a number of
senior officials.

On the Czech side, it was at-
tended by a number of mem-

bers of the accompanying of-
ficial delegation.

His Highness the Amir and
the Czech president also held
a bilateral meeting, during
which they discussed a host of
topics of mutual interest.

His Highness the Amir host-
ed a luncheon banquet in hon-
our of the Czech president and
his accompanying delegation.

Upon arrival at the Amiri Di-
wan, the Czech president was
accorded an official reception.
Page 2

Talks focused on economic co-operation: Amir

His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani

said that his discussions with
President of the Czech Republic
Petr Pavel dealt with ways to
advance bilateral economic
and trade co-operation to the
advantage of both sides. In a
post on his official X account,
His Highness the Amir said that
he discussed with President
Pavel ways to develop bilateral

economic and trade co-
operation to bring positive
returns to the two friendly
countries. His Highness the
Amir expressed satisfaction at
the special ties that bind Qatar
and the Czech Republic and the
evident development that these
ties are undergoing, thanks to
a bilateral keenness to expand
and enrich co-operation in all
directions. (QNA)

onto a through ball from Almoez
Ali in the 17th minute before
stabbing it deftly past goalkeep-
er Rustam Yatimov for another
clinical finish.

“We are happy to qualify for
the round of 16, and I congratu-
late the players for their great ef-
fort and the fighting spirit they
showed in the matches,” said
Qatar coach Marquez Lopez.

Tajikistan drew 0-0 with
China in their opening game for
their first point ever at the Asian
Cup and still have a chance to
qualify for the knockout round.
SportPages1,3 &4

EAA is helping Palestine students to
continue their education in Qatar,
said Talal Alhathal.

PICTURE: Shaji Kayamkulam

of a welcome ceremony for the first
batch of students from Palestine

who were admitted in the Uni-
versity of Science and Technol-
ogy (UDST). These students had to
leave Palestine due to the ongoing
conflict in Gaza.

“We are providing them hope
to continue and complete their
degrees from where they have
stopped. We have already got eight
students to UDST and are in the
process of application review to
bring the remaining students to
study here in the universities in
Qatar. Some of them will be ad-
mitted in UDST while others will
be in other universities depending
on the availability and the field of
interest of the students,” explained
Alhathal. To Page 3 Page12
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Al Mazayen Championship to be held on Jan 27 Qe ~jj

[ ] [ ]
PM meets Belgian premier

] O] O] Al Mazayen Championship will be held as part of the Qatar International Falcons and Hunting
and D'lltCh fOl‘Elgll mlnlSter Festival in its 15th edition (Marmi 2024) on January 27 at Katara. The festival is held under the

patronage of HE Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad al-Thani. Registration for the local and international

dressage tournament, which specialises in falconry, will continue until January 24. Competitions of

the 21st group participating in the Haddad Challenge Championship have been postponed due to [
weather conditions. Ali bin Sultan al-Hamidi, chairman of the Hadad Challenge Committee, said the
championship will resume today for the 22nd and 23rd groups.

BITS Pllanl
100 Gaza

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohamed bin StUdentS

Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani met yesterday with Belgian Prime Minister

Alexander De Croo on the sidelines of the 54th World Economic Forum in Davos. The t

meeting discussed co-operation relations between the two countries and the latest O pursue
developments in the Gaza Strip and the occupied Palestinian territories. (QNA)

education in
Qatar: EAA

Invitation for Admission Consultation and Counselling
FromPage1

The official noted that the first
batch of students has started their ac-

: o ademic journey with UDST and others Do H A SCAN TO
HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohamed bin will follow soon. “We have processed REGISTER
Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani met yesterday with Foreign Minister of the (the papers) to bring 20 more in the th
Netherlands Hanke Bruins, on the sidelines of the 54th Annual Meeting of the coming days. The remaining will be 28 AU < P P (I B E
World Economic Forum in Davos. The meeting discussed co-operation ties processed once all the documenta- Time: 09:00 am and 11:00 am
between the two nations and the latest developments in the region. (QNA) tion and other formalities are com-
pleted. We are preparing the logistics Venue:
for them to come here,” he continued. La Cigale Hotel,

According to Alhathal, currently

° ° EAA is focusing more on the national

Czech president meets with deputy PM eniversitios to admit the. studems
from Gaza. He said: “We focus on
UDST and Qatar University to admit
most of the students. Medical stu-
dents will be admitted at Qatar Uni-
versity while engineering, IT and oth-
er technical programme students will

60, Suhaim Bin Hamad Street,
Al Sadd Area, Doha, Qatar

A one-hour presentation followed by Q/A will be conducted at the
above given time slots. You may attend any one of them

be given admission in UDST. We are BITS PILANI DUBAI CAMPUS, invites all the High School Students aspiring
also in discussion with Qatar Founda- for a Bachelors or Masters degree in Engineering or Business Management
tion universities (to know) if some of to visit and meet the admissions team.

the students can be admitted.”

The Al Fakhoora director high-
lighted that the programme aims to
Visiting Czech Pre5|dent Petr Pavel met yesterday with HE the Deputy Prime provide several support services also

Being pioneers in Higher Education, the institute boasts an illustrious
legacy marked by extensive international exposure.
The program stands out with a remarkable 7.5 months internship duration,

Minister and Minister of State for Defence Affairs Dr Khalid bin Mohamed al- to the students. providing students invaluable hands-on experience with global corporates.
Attiyah. During the meeting, the two sides discussed topics of common interest “We are providing psycho-social The vast network of BITS Pilani alumni spread across the globe Is a
and bilateral relations and ways to strengthen them. They also took stock of support, trauma support, facilitate testament to their outstanding achievements and contributions in diverse
the latest regional developments, primarily the Israeli war on Gaza, and Qatar’s education at some of the undamaged fields showcasing the institution's commitment to producing distinguished
mediation efforts and its keenness to reach a ceasefire and stop the war. (QNA) facilities in Gaza besides the op- professionals.
portunity for the students to study P | . ited
. . . in universities as well as in schools
Czech pre5|dent ends Doha visit outside Palestine. We are focusing on
well qualified students based on their
Czech President Petr Pavel left Doha yesterday evening after an official visit to the academic strength, GPA and merit. Dubai: O +971 4 2753700 / 2753711
country. The Czech delegation was seen off at Hamad International Airport by HE the We hope that with our support, these Admission@bitspilanidubai.ae & www.bits-pilani.ac.in/dubai
Minister of State at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Dr Mohamed bin Abdulaziz bin Saleh students will be able to complete their © Dubai International Academic City, P.O. Box 345055, Dubai, UAE
al-Khulaifi, Qatar’s ambassador to the Czech Republic Nasser bin Ibrahim al-Lingawi education and rebuild Gaza and Pal- T .
and Czech ambassador to Qatar Petr Chalupecky. (QNA) estine for better?” UL R B RO e (FeimliaEse 5 (s
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Admission process for various (Cahinet nod to

military services to open today

he Ministry of Defence, in
I co-ordination with all mili-
tary authorities in Qatar,
announced the start of the work of
the Unified Permanent Committee
for the Selection of Candidates for
Military Officers, under the follow-
up and supervision of the head of
the committee, HE the Chief of
Staff of Qatar Armed Forces Staff
Lieutenant-General (Pilot) Salem
bin Hamad bin Ageel al-Nabit.

HE the Chief of Staff said that
admission will be open for those
wishing to join the various military
authorities in the country start-
ing from Jan 18, for high school
graduates for the current year only
(2023/2024).

Candidates must submit their
applications on the committee’s
website in accordance with the
terms and conditions in order to
compete for a spot and be consid-

Candidates must
submit their
applicationson
the committee’s
websitein
accordance with
thetermsand
conditions

ered to join one of the military au-
thorities in Qatar, he noted.

He explained that unifying the
process of registration is a step
aimed at unifying efforts and re-
ducing the burden on applicants
under one umbrella that includes
the Ministry of Defence, the Minis-
try of Interior, Qatar State Security,
Internal Security Force (Lekhwiya),
and the Amiri Guard.

AlKhater in Davos meetings

HE the Minister of State for International Co-operation at the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs Lolwah bint Rashid AlKhater met with the
head of the Peace and Human Rights Division at the Swiss Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs Simon Geissbuhler, on the sidelines

of the World Economic Forum in Davos. The meeting discussed the
latest developments in the Gaza Strip and the occupied Palestinian
territories and ways to co-operate in order to alleviate the catastrophic
humanitarian situation caused by the war on Gaza, in additionto a
number of regional issues of mutual concern, particularly Ukraine.

The committee was formed of
qualified and experienced repre-
sentatives of these authorities to
select the most suitable applicants
according to the needs of each au-
thority and to the conditions and
standards that are published via the
committee’s website.

For his part, the head of the
joint committee, Brigadier General
Nasser al-Jaber said that the com-
mittee is keen to ensure equality
and equal opportunities and choose
the appropriate applicants who
meet the conditions and standards
of the military authorities.

He pointed out that the com-
mittee aims at fulfilling the Qatar
National Vision 2030 and in ac-
cordance with the words of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad al-Thani: “Qatar de-
serves the best from its children”

(QNA)

draft law on real
estate regulation

E the Deputy Prime Minis-
Hter and Minister of State for

Defence Affairs Dr Khalid
bin Mohamed al-Attiyah chaired
the Cabinet’s regular meeting held
at the Amiri Diwan yesterday.

After the meeting, HE the Minis-
ter of Justice and Minister of State
for Cabinet Affairs issued the fol-
lowing statement:

The Cabinet then considered the
topics on its agenda as follows:

First — The Cabinet was in-
formed of the Shura Council’s ap-

HE the Minister of State for International Co-operation at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Lolwah bint Rashid AlKhater met yesterday with the
President of the International Committee of the Red Cross, Mirjana
Spoljaric, on the sidelines of the World Economic Forum in Davos. The
meeting discussed ways to end the disastrous repercussions of the
war on the Gaza Strip and providing humanitarian support, especially
in the health field as well as arranging the entry of international aid
into the Strip. They touched on several regional issues of mutual

interest, notably the topic of Ukraine.

proval of a draft law on regulating
real estate registration.

Second — Approval of a draft law
amending some provisions of the
Penal Code promulgated by Law
No 11 0f 2004, and referring it to the
Shura Council.

Third — Approval of a draft law
amending some provisions of the
Qatar Financial Centre (QFC) Law
promulgated by Law No 7 of 2005,
and referring it to the Shura Coun-
cil.

Fourth — the Cabinet took the

' -

necessary measures to ratify the
following: 1- Memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) regarding es-
tablishing a mechanism for bilateral
consultations between the govern-
ments of Qatar and South Africa.

2- An MoU on mutual recogni-
tion of maritime qualification cer-
tificates for seafarers between the
governments of Qatar and Georgia.

Fifth — Approval of a draft MoU
between the interior ministries of
Qatar and Egypt for co-operation
in combating crime. (QNA)

4
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HE the Minister 6f State for International Co-operation at the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, Lolwah bint Rashid AlKhater met yesterday with South
African Minister of Trade, Industry and Competition Ebrahim Patel,

on the sidelines of the World Economic Forum in Davos. The meeting
discussed co-operation relations between the two countries, besides
a number of topics of mutual interest. HE AlKhater praised South
Africa’s efforts towards the Palestinian issue, especially its pioneering
international positions towards the war on the Gaza Strip. (QNA)

Ministry launches protected farming and climate-smart agri project

he Ministry of Municipal-
I ity launched a project to de-
velop protected farming and
climate-smart agriculture, in co-
operation with the Korea Trade-
Investment Promotion Agency
(KOTRA), the Hyundai Research
Institute, and the Plant Farm com-
pany.

The project aims to better un-
derstand agriculture in Qatar,
come up with realistic recommen-
dations, and identify the most ap-
propriate technologies to develop
and enhance its agricultural and
food production capabilities in a
manner that is sustainable, natural

resource-efficient, adaptive to cli-
mate change, and limiting negative
impacts on the environment.

In this regard, Director of the
Food Security Department Dr
Masoud Jarallah al-Marri said
that this project comes within the
framework of co-operation and
the memorandum of understand-
ing on agriculture and food se-
curity signed by Qatar and South
Korea end of last year, aiming to
determine the expected climate
change effects that could impact
food production in Qatar, propose
the necessary means and measures
to mitigate their repercussions,

such as by increasing production
efficiency and the use of modern
technologies and practices, and to
create varieties that are resistant
to drought, high temperatures, and
high humidity levels.

The project will benefit from
South Korea’s successes that are
relevant and applicable in Qatar.
Dr al-Marri expressed his hope
that this project will meet its goals
and strengthen Qatar-South Korea
ties through knowledge and ex-
pertise exchange, praising Qatar-
based research institutions and
farms’ contributions to implement
this project.

Important Notice:

G

QatarEnergy

The General, Limited Tenders Committees and Supply Chain Department
announces the following Tenders:

Zakat fund
provided over
QR16mn aid
inDec2023

The Director of the Food Secu-
rity Department at the Ministry
of Municipality said that KOTRA
helps countries identify their ag-
ricultural challenges and offers
Korean technologies and financial
projects to deal with those chal-
lenges. Dr al-Marri said that dis-
cussions will be held in the context
of this project with farmers, com-
panies, and stakeholders in order
to overcome agricultural challeng-
es and advance food production
to reach a self-sufficiency level, in
light of state aspirations, in addi-
tion to enhancing the responsible
use of water and energy resources

and to lengthen the farming season
to as long as possible.

He said that the ministry’s new
food security strategy 2024-2030,
to be finalised and approved soon,
will work on converting open-air
agricultural activities to enclosed
ones in order to reduce evaporation
rates and water wastage, as well as
to avoid soil-related issues.

He added that this was proven
to be Qatar’s ideal solution giv-
en its environment and climate
conditions, whereby It increases
productivity, reduces water use,
lengthens the farming season, re-
duces pests, provides ease of con-

trol, and uses fertilizers efficiently.

Dr al-Marri said that most types
of modern international agricul-
tural practices are employed in Qa-
tar, praising the ministry’s support
for the private sector by providing
it with information and coun-
selling, seeds and fertiliser, with
greenhouses at times, in addition
to facilitating administrative and
financial matters.

He also praised the private sec-
tor for adopting the latest tech-
nologies and best practices, ad-
vancing the agricultural sector
and working towards the coun-
try’s food security. (QNA)

The Ministry of Endowments

URGENTLY REQUIRED

A leading medical company in

Suppliers and Contractors who are already registered with QatarEnergy via Mushtaryat Portal can "Buy Tender
Online and download Tender Document" from QatarEnergy website (Mushtaryat Portal).

Effective from 1st July 2023, Bids from Local Suppliers and Contractors (companies established under the
Laws of State of Qatar) who are not in possession of an ICV score in the ICV portal (https://icv.qa/en-US) by
Tender Closing Date (or commercial bid submission date if separately mentioned/notified) will not be accepted.
Local Companies that have been established for less than 2 years are exempt from this requirement.

Sl. |Tender Tender Sale Period | Tender Tender Bond (Bond |Tender Fee |Fee

No |[Number Start Date | End Date |Closing Date Curr. Curr.

1 GT24100500 | 18.01.2024 | 24.01.2024 | 18.02.2024 400,000.00| QAR 500.00| QAR

Title of Tender: MODIFICATION OF CRUDE OIL TANKS' DRAIN PIPING SYSTEM IN NGL
TANK FARM, MESAIEED OPERATIONS

Mid-Tender Meeting Location : To be advised if required

Mid-Tender Meeting Date & Time :  Io be advised if required

2 | GT24101100 | 16.01.2024 | 25.01.2024 [ 11.02.2024 | 300,000.00( QAR |  500.00] QAR

Title of Tender: EPIC FOR VVIP RECEPTION BUILDING AT RLIC MPAC
Mid-Tender Meeting Location : To be advised if required

Mid-Tender Meeting Date & Time :

3 | LT24MT0002 | 18.01.2024 | 25.01.2024 [ 05.02.2024 |  30,000.00] QAR | N/A |

Title of Tender: SUPPLY OF LED STREETLIGHTS
Mid-Tender Meeting Location : To be advised if required
Mid-Tender Meeting Date & Time :  Ta he advised if required

* Tender documents can be purchased and downloaded from QatarEnergy Website-> Supply
Management -> Tenders page during the Tender Sale Period mentioned above against each Tender.
Request for issuance of Tender after the specified Tender Sale Period will not be entertained.

* Always refer to QatarEnergy Website (www.qatarenergy.qa) -> Supply Management -> Tenders page
for up to date information on QatarEnergy Tenders. Subscribe to Tender Alert to receive notification in
your email on new Tenders

* Changes to Tender Sale Period and Bid Closing Date will be updated in QatarEnergy
website/Mushtaryat Portal only.

* Brief Scopes of Work for the above tenders are posted on the QatarEnergy website/Mushtaryat Portal.

* Suppliers and Contractors who are in possession of a valid SAP ID issued by QatarEnergy are
instructed to maintain their Company Registration and Communication details upto date and valid via
QatarEnergy Mushtaryat Portal on urgent basis.

* No queries will be entertained, or bids received, from entities who have not purchased tender
documents in compliance with the above provisions.

* QatarEnergy invites all prospective Suppliers and Contractors interested to participate in QatarEnergy
Tenders to register online and obtain a QatarEnergy SAP Vendor Code, a mandatory requirement for
the issue of Tender Documents by QatarEnergy.

* Prospective Qatar based Suppliers and Contractors interested to participate in future QatarEnergy
Tenders shall obtain an ICV score. Relevant information pertaining to ICV, ICV Scorecard, ICV
Certification, and ICV Guidelines are available on the ICV Digital Portal - https://icv.qa/en-US

(Awgaf) and Islamic Affairs
announced that the aid provided
by the Department of Zakat
Fund during December 2023
amounted to QR16,121,577
donated to 400 families eligible
for assistance in Qatar. In this
context, Assistant Director of
the Department of Zakat Fund
Ahmed Sultan al-Meseifri stated
that the department is keen to
provide assistance to families
deserving of Zakat funds

within Qatar. He clarified that
the assistance provided by the
Department is of two types.
One that is provided to families
monthly to help them with
their needs for food, drink and
housing, which amounted to
QR10,437,209. The second is a
lump sum aid, which is donated
to families once according to
need, amounted to QR5,684,368.
All the money is disbursed by
the Department of Zakat Fund
to eligible registered families in
accordance with the controls,
Sharia banks, and approved
mechanisms. (QNA)

Free Japanese
film screening

The embassy of Japan, in co-
operation with Katara - the Cultural
Village, will screen on Saturday, a
film titled Ninja Warrior at building
15, Katara, at 7pm. Entry is free.

The screening is part of Katara’s
activities coinciding with the
ongoing AFC Asian Cup Qatar 2023,
a statement from the embassy said.

Qatar is currently in need of:

e HEALTHCARE MARKETING
REPRESENTATIVE

« MEDICAL RECORDS CLERK
« MEDICAL CODER

Requirements:
*Min 3 years Experience

candidate must be available in Qatar
e Transferable visa

or Family Sponsorship Visa

Interested candidates can send their CV to

Newhire266@gmail.com
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Qatar sends medicines and food to Gaza

- : — e
Two Qatar Armed Forces aircraft carrying 61 tonnes of aid arrived in the Egyptian city of Al Arish.

The aid includes medicines provided by Qatar and France, along with food items provided by Qatar

Charity. It will be transferred to Gaza. So far Qatar has sent 63 aircraft with 1,958 tonnes of aid.

The provision of this aid comes following the successful Qatari-led mediation in co-operation with
France in reaching an agreement between Israel and Hamas to get medicines and humanitarian aid
shipment to the Palestinian brothers in Gaza Strip, particularly in the most affected areas, in exchange
for delivering medicines to those who are trapped in the Strip. It also comes within the framework

of Qatar’s unwavering support for the brotherly Palestinian people, during the current difficult

humanitarian conditions. (QNA)

Govt bureau creates
roles in Al to boost
modernisation

The Civil Services and Gov-
ernment Development
Bureau has announced
the creation of the two posi-
tions of artificial intelligence
(AI) researcher and artificial in-
telligence system engineer, with
their different job classifications,
noting that the positions are
available through the National
Manpower Portal (Kawader).

The bureau clarified in a state-
ment that the creation of these
two positions was part of the
government development strat-
egy aimed at modernising gov-
ernment processes, supporting
disciplines with a direct impact
in achieving Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030 and contributing to the
advancement of innovation and
technological development in
the government sector to achieve
sustainable development.

It also emphasised that,
through the creation of these
positions, it sought to enhance
the work of information systems
departments in the government
sector, contribute to the devel-
opment of its administrative

The bureau pointed out that its Institute of
Public Administration will work through
its specialised programmes, to train
national talents to fill the new jobs in
co-ordination with leading international
companies in the field of Al

organs and to its ability to keep
pace with the latest develop-
ments, as well as providing ca-
reer opportunities for national
talents in the computing, infor-
mation systems and artificial in-
telligence specialisations.

The bureau pointed out that
its Institute of Public Admin-
istration will work through its
specialised programmes, to train
national talents to fill the new
jobs in co-ordination with lead-
ing international companies in
the field of AL

This is to enable them to ana-
lyse and understand the current
problems and needs of the re-
quired businesses and to equip
them with the know-how to
solve these problems. They will

identify opportunities available
through Al, analysing its feasi-
bility and impact, as well as de-
sign and develop AI models and
algorithms suitable for analysing
large-size data.

The bureau noted that the
training programmes will im-
prove the performance of cur-
rent systems, by using new
smart technologies to enhance
the ability to learn and adapt to
different environments, provide
the necessary support to users of
artificial intelligence systems, as
well as to help them develop their
technical skills, prepare reports
and evaluation of the systems’
performance, and to identify
problems and necessary modifi-
cations. (QNA)

(Winners of Safari Shop &
Shine fourth draw announced

e fourth draw for Sa-

I fari Hypermarket’s ‘WIN

6kg Gold Promotion] took

place at their Barwa Village loca-

tion through an e-raffle coupon

system on January 17, in the pres-

ence of officials from the Ministry

of Commerce and Industry as well

as representatives from the Safari
management.

\_ The winners: First prize of

250gm gold - MA Ann Marga-
rette Zornosa (coupon number
SSS401179755); second prize of
150gm gold each - Manoj B K
(SSS401217286), Rajesh Kumar
Radhakrishnan (SSS400131771),
and Mohamed Zakariya
(§SS401110950); third prize of
100gm gold each - Bilal Alikkal
(SSS400807616), Mohamed
Kunhi (SSS400445069), and Jabir

Meethal Jabir (SSS400223440).

Every purchase of QR50 from
any Safari outlet provides one
coupon. The Shop and Shine
Mega Promotion, under which
this draw took place, continues
until April 20. On offer is a total of
1kg gold to seven winners in each
draw. The fifth draw on March 3,
is at Safari Hypermarket in Indus-
trial Area Street -16.

J
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‘Monoprix Qatar launches its

M’ Loyalty cashback programme

onoprix Qatar, a sub-
sidiary of Ali Bin Ali
Holding, has launched

its cashback reward programme
- M’ Loyalty, a digital card ac-
cessible through a mobile app, a
statement said yesterday.

M’ Loyalty was launched at
the Monoprix Hypermarket in
Doha Festival City in the pres-
ence of Sebastien Farat, COO,
Ali Bin Ali Consumer Hi-Tech &
Retail; and the entire Monoprix
DFC team. Festive decorations
covered the whole store.

M’ Loyalty is available to all
Monoprix customers who are
18 years old or older and have a
valid local mobile number.

Customers can earn cash-
back every time they spend at
any Monoprix or Monop’ store
in Qatar, redeemable after a 24-
hour period.

M'Loyalty offers a tiered cash
back reward system based on the
amount spent, which is as fol-
lows: 1% cash back on purchases
up to QR99, 3% cash back on

\purchases up to QR299, and 5%

MONOPRIX

M’ YOUR

1S REWARDED!

cash back on purchases up to
and above QR300.

Cashbacks can be redeemed
on everything except the pur-
chase of cigarettes and other
tobacco products, gift cards,
extended warranty, mobile
prepaid cards, subscriptions,
and future services.

In a press statement, Farat
said: “The launch of M'Loyalty
marks a significant milestone
for Monoprix Qatar. Customer
loyalty is not merely about
accumulating points or re-

deeming rewards; it’s about
fostering a sense of belonging,
appreciation, and exclusivity.
M’ Loyalty cultivates this con-
nection by creating person-
alised experiences inside and
outside of our stores and we
are committed to continuously
enhancing the Monoprix expe-
rience.”

Within the M’Loyalty app,
customers can effortlessly ac-
cess their loyalty information,
browse promotional offers, ex-
plore store locations, discover
M restaurants’ menus, and
seamlessly track their cash-
back balance and redemption
history. The app additionally
provides a scan-and-pay op-
tion for a streamlined checkout
experience at Monoprix Msh-
reib.

To join the M’Loyalty pro-
gramme, customers can down-
load the free app from the App
Store or Google Play Store, cre-
ate their account, provide basic
information, and start earning
rewards immediately. )

Qatar attends Arab meeting to support Somalia

Qatar participated in the meeting of the Arab League
Council at the ministerial level in the extraordinary
session held virtually yesterday to support Somalia in
confronting the attack on its sovereignty and territorial
integrity.

Qatar was represented at the meeting by HE the
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Sultan bin Saad
al-Muraikhi. In a speech to the meeting held via video
conferencing technology, HE al-Muraikhi said Somalia
faces threats to its unity, stability and territorial
integrity, reiterating Qatar’s firm commitment to
strengthening fraternal relations with the country and
its opposition to any measures that would affect its

sovereignty. Qatar expressed its concern about the
increasing actions, procedures and official statements
issued by countries in the Horn of Africa region, which
would undermine stability in the region and increase
tensions between the countries, at a time when the
African continent is witnessing an increase in conflicts
and disputes, a matter which requires concerted efforts
to contain, as well as to deal with its repercussions
instead of fuelling tension in an unprecedented way,
al-Muraikhi said.

He added that Qatar has stressed the need for the
countries of the region to use the voice of reason and
wisdom. (QNA)

Doha Clinic Hospital Receives Canadian
Diamond Accreditation Certificate

oha Clinic Hospital has been
Dsuccessfully accredited  with

Diamond Accreditation Canada
Version 4 for three years.

Doha Clinic Hospital has been
awarded the official Accreditation Canada
Diamond Level, after being re-accredited
from the Platinum level previously to
the highest Level at Diamond until Dec
2027. Doha Clinic Hospital achieved a
remarkable 99% overall on the applicable
standards on the Version 4 of the
Qmentum International™ Standards.
As a result, The Accreditation Decision
Committee (ADC) has awarded the
hospital with the Diamond Level Status,
the highest level of recognition. More
than 40 countries and 12,500 healthcare
sites use Accreditation Canada programs.

This accreditation provides
reassurance to patients, staff, and the
community that Doha Clinic Hospital
is dedicated to providing exceptional
healthcare services. It also demonstrates
the hospital’s ongoing commitment to
continuous improvement and adherence
to best practices in the healthcare
industry.

His Excellency Sheikh Jassim bin
Mohammed bin Hamad Al Thani, Vice
Chairman of Mohammed bin Hamad
Holding, the mother company of Doha
Clinic Hospital, expressed after receiving
the accreditation his pride to have the
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Accreditation Canada Diamond Level
Status. H.E said that “This important
accreditation is aligned with the hospital’s
mission to ensure the highest quality care
for our patient. “

His Excellency stressed that
“providing quality healthcare to the
nation of Qatar is our priority, using our

Mission, Vision, and Values which guide
us along the way as this is a testament
to our dedication towards affirming that
commitment.”

He added, “As we celebrate this
achievement, we at Doha Clinic
Hospital consider it a step on the path to
excellence and an impetus for achieving
more success, which demonstrates the

distinguished position that the hospital
holds.”

His Excellency thanked allemployees,
partners, and customers for this success,
stressing the need to redouble efforts to
accomplish more achievements, and to
establish a culture of healthy society, in
a way that contributes to achieving the
hospital’s goals and directions towards a

healthy city as part of the Qatar National
Vision 2030.

It is worth mentioning that Doha
Clinic Hospital is one of the subsidiaries
of Mohammed bin Hamad Holding
Group, established more than 22 years
ago as the first integrated private hospital
in Qatar.
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E the Chairman of Qa-
Htar Media Corporation
(QMC), Sheikh Hamad bin
Thamer al-Thani, met yesterday in
Riyadh with Saudi Minister of Me-
dia Salman bin Yousef al-Dossary.
The meeting discussed co-op-
eration in various media fields and
ways to enhance them, develop-
ment opportunities and exchang-
ing experiences between the two
sides and co-ordinating efforts and
joint work in a way that contrib-
utes to highlighting the achieve-
ments of Qatar and Saudi Arabia
in various fields and the depth of
historical relations between them.
They also touched on the activa-
tion of the proposed initiatives for
co-operation within the frame-
work of the strategic partnership
between the QMC and the Saudi
Ministry of Media that was an-
nounced at the conclusion of the

Qatar Charity’s Izdihar first phase

he first phase of the elec-
I tronic platform for the
initiative and volunteer
incubator Izdihar at Qatar Char-
ity (QC) was inaugurated by Fahd
Mohamed al-Khayarin, Assistant
Undersecretary for Social Devel-
opment Affairs at the Ministry of
Social Development and Family.

The launch took place during
his opening of the annual exhi-
bition for civil society organi-
sations at Expo 2023 Doha, in
partnership with Ministry of En-
dowments (Awqaf) and Islamic
Affairs and QC.

Faisal bin Rashid al-Fahida,
assistant CEO of the Programmes
and Community Development
Sector at QC, explained that the
Izdihar incubator aims to develop

7th meeting of the Qatari-Saudi
Coordination Council held in
Doha on Dec 5, 2023, co-chaired
by His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani and
Saudi Crown Prince and Prime
Minister Mohamed bin Salman bin
Abdulaziz al-Saud, with the par-
ticipation of the members of the
council, heads of subcommittees,
and members of the Executive
Committee on both sides.

HE Sheikh Hamad said that the
meeting represents an opportunity
for consultation, communication
and the exchange of visions on
the best ways to enhance media
co-operation between Qatar and
Saudi Arabia to establish a strate-
gic media partnership between the
two sides. He also praised the de-
velopment movement witnessed
by Saudi Arabia and Riyadh be-
coming aregional media centre.

(’ Al kb
QATAR CHARITY

and support capacity building
of volunteers and humanitarian
initiatives in all fields and raise
awareness of their importance in

advancing society and creating a
better tomorrow.

QC'’s pavilion at the exhibition
is dedicated to the Izdihar Vol-

HMC to host first
Qatar Thoracic

Conference

amad Medical Corporation
H(HMC), Qatar’s premier

healthcare provider, has
announced that the Qatar Tho-
racic Conference 2024 will be held
from February 15-17 at the Shera-
ton Grand Doha Resort & Conven-
tion Hotel.

The conference is designed to
bring together distinguished ex-
perts, researchers, and health-
care professionals worldwide to
exchange knowledge and explore
the latest innovations in thoracic
medicine.

The event offers an exclusive
platform for multidisciplinary
discussions encompassing vari-
ous topics of thoracic medicine,
spanning the diagnosis, treatment,
and management of lung diseases,
respiratory disorders, and thoracic
surgery.

With a strong emphasis on in-
novation, research, and evidence-
based practices, the conference
will facilitate collaboration and
networking opportunities among
participants.

Dr Hisham Abdul Sattar, chair of
Scientific Committee and Chief of
Pulmonology, said: “This inaugu-
ral conference is crucial in advanc-

launched

unteer Initiative and Incubator,
which was launched in 2022, to
introduce its role, programmes,
and goals.

Through the Izdihar platform
(Ezdehar.qcharity.org), one can
register and browse the incuba-
tor’s programmes and activities
to benefit from the available vol-
unteer opportunities, whether in
person or remotely.

More than 21,000 male and
female volunteers have joined
the Izdihar incubator since its
launch, and the number of vol-
unteer opportunities provided
by the incubator has reached 220.
During 2023 a total of 150 were
trained and programmes imple-
mented, and more than 17,000
participants benefited.

Qatar-Czech cybersecurity ties discussed

HE the President of National
Cyber Security Agency Ab-
dulrahman bin Ali al-Farahid
al-Maliki met yesterday with
the Director of the National
Cyber and Information Se-
curity Agency in the Czech
Republic Lukas Kintr, who was
visiting Doha as part of the
delegation accompanying the
Czech president. The meeting
discussed bilateral relations
in cybersecurity and ways to
develop and strengthen the
partnership in this domain.
(QNA)

Dr Hisham Abdul Sattar

ing thoracic medicine in Qatar and
the wider region. By bringing to-
gether leading experts, we aim to
foster knowledge sharing and pro-
mote the adoption of cutting-edge
techniques and technologies”

The Qatar Thoracic Conference
2024 boasts a diverse programme
featuring panel discussions and
interactive sessions. Experts will
share their insights on lung cancer,
interventional pulmonology, sleep
medicine, and more.

They include Dr Ammar Sadoon
(associate professor, Division of
Pulmonology and Sleep Medicine,

University of Alabama at Birming-
ham); Prof Ahmed Bahammam
(Pulmonary and Sleep Medicine
Professor, King Saud University,
Riyadh); Dr Amjad Tuffaha (clini-
cian in paediatric pulmonary and
allergy/immunology); Prof Ella A
Kazerooni (radiology and internal
medicine professor, University of
Michigan); Dr Hanaa Banjar (pro-
fessor of paediatrics, Alfaisal Uni-
versity, Riyadh); Prof Nick Maskell
(professor of respiratory medicine,
The University of Bristol); Prof
Omar Usmani (professor, National
Heart and Lung Institute, Imperial
College London).

The Qatar-based expert speak-
ers include Dr Abdullatif al-Khal
(head, Infectious Diseases Divi-
sion, HMC); Dr Adham Darweesh
(senior consultant radiologist,
HMUC); Prof Ibrahim Janahi (chair,
Medical Education and the Divi-
sion Chief of Pulmonology, Sidra
Medicine); Dr Ahmed al-Mo-
hamed (deputy chief medical of-
ficer, Medical Services, HMC); Dr
Hisham Abdul Aleem Abdul Sattar
Ahmed (chief, Pulmonary Divi-
sion, Hamad General Hospital and
professor, Weill Cornell Medicine
- Qatar).

Traffic awareness seminar
held for school bus drivers

he Traffic Awareness Department at the General Directorate of
Traffic, in collaboration with the Ministry of Education and Higher
Education and the Public Relations Department of the Ministry
of Interior, held yesterday an awareness seminar titled ‘Common Traffic

Mistakes Among Drivers’

The initiative is part of the efforts to enhance traffic awareness among

school bus drivers.

In a statement, the Ministry of Interior said that the seminar is part
of the annual operational plan of the Traffic Awareness Department. It
aims to target school bus drivers specifically, raising their level of traffic
awareness to reduce traffic accidents and enhance security and safety for

all road users around schools.

The statement added that the seminar included a simplified explana-
tion of traffic laws, an overview of common mistakes and how to avoid
them, and the mandatory traffic safety requirements. These include
checking the safety of buses, reducing speed at signals, guidelines for
getting on and off the bus, road safety, and other relevant topics. (QNA)

holder of

ANNOUNCEMENT

I, SHELLA MARIE GRANDE BUTIONG

ANNOUNCEMENT

I, NOOR KHANAN ATLAS KHAN

holder of

ANNOUNCEMENT
I, RAZZAK SALAM LOKAR
holder of

Bangladesh Passport No. EE0931385

Qatar to take part
in Cairo book fair

PHILIPPINES Passport No. P6501628B
QID No. 27960815351
hereby change my name
from
SHELLA MARIE GRANDE BUTIONG
to

SHELLA MARIE VILLANUEVA GRANDE

Any objection, please contact
THEPERMANENT COMMITTEE FOR

NATIONALITY AFFAIRS
within 15 days from the publication of this notice.

PAKISTAN Passport No. EG4126833
QID No. 29358605047
hereby change my name
from
NOOR KHANAN ATLAS KHAN

to

NOOR KHANAN AKRAM KHAN

Any objection, please contact
THE PERMANENT COMMITTEE FOR
NATIONALITY AFFAIRS

within 15 days from the publication of this notice.

QID No. 28605006518

hereby change my name
from
RAZZAK SALAM LOKAR
to

RAZZAK LOSKAR SALAM LOSKAR

Any objection, please contact
THE PERMANENT COMMITTEE FOR
NATIONALITY AFFAIRS

within 15 days from the publication of this notice.

he Ministry of Culture will participate

I in the 55th Cairo International Book

Fair, set to start next Wednesday under

the theme “Creating Knowledge...Preserving

the Word” The fair will run until February

6. The ministry will showcase Qatari intel-

lectual productions, promote its electronic

library, and strengthen cultural and intellec-
tual communication.

Several Qatari publishing houses are ex-
pected to participate in the exhibition, in-
cluding Dar Al Watad, Hamad Bin Khalifa
University Press, and the Arab Center for Re-
search and Policy Studies.

Director of the Libraries Department and
Doha International Book Fair Jassim Ahmed
al-Buainain stated that Qatar’s participation
in the fair aims to build new relationships
with professionals in the fields of culture
and publishing. It also involves showcasing
Qatari intellectual productions from local
publishing houses and promoting the Doha
International Book Fair, he added. (QNA)
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Culture ministe opens Gulf Art Gallery 6x6 at Katara

IS

HE the Minister of Culture Sheikh Abdulrahman bin Hamad al-Thani opened on Tuesday evening the first Gulf Art Gallery 6x6. The opening held

-
-
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at the headquarters of the Qatar Fine Arts Association in Building 13, Katara,

the 21-day event brings together six Qatari and six other GCC artists, and displays 24 diverse works of art. HE the Minister of Culture honoured the participating artists. Honorary President of the Qatar Fine Arts Association
Ali bin Ali hailed the exhibition as an artistic space to display freedom of expression with an aesthetic sense, adding that the association seeks to embrace the artistic creativity and to preserve the continuous cultural

development in Qatar. (QNA)

MDD wins Global
Economics Award for
urban regeneration

sheireb Downtown
Doha (MDD), a pio-
neering development in

the heart of Qatar’s capital, has
been honoured with the pres-
tigious Global Economics Award
in the Best Urban Regeneration
Project category.

Developed by Msheireb Prop-
erties, MDD blends the rich
Qatari heritage with modern
sustainable living. It has set
new standards for urban regen-
eration, creating a vibrant and
dynamic city centre while pre-
serving and showcasing Qatar’s
cultural heritage.

The Global Economics Awards,
known for celebrating excellence
and innovation in various eco-
nomic sectors worldwide, has rec-
ognised MDD for its outstanding
achievements in transforming ur-
ban spaces, nurturing community
engagement and contributing to
the economic growth of Qatar and
theregion.

In a press statement, Msheireb
Properties CEO Eng Ali Mohamed
al-Kuwari explained how a well-
designed city centre can serve as
a pivotal contributor to economic
development, supporting a sus-
tainable and prosperous urban
landscape.

“An intelligently planned ur-

ban core serves as a magnet for
commerce, attracting a diverse
array of businesses, retailers and
entrepreneurs. The strategic lay-
out of public spaces, transporta-
tion infrastructure, and mixed-
use developments in a city centre
creates a dynamic ecosystem
that encourages innovation,
collaboration and investment.
Moreover, a vibrant city centre
enhances the quality of life for
residents and visitors alike, mak-
ing the area more appealing for
both businesses and talent.”

MDD has been a thriving proof of concept when it comes to the value of
intentionally designed business hubs.

MDD, over the past year, has
welcomed several bellwether
organisations in the sectors of
innovations and technology, in-
cluding Google Cloud, Microsoft
Qatar, Total Energies Qatar, Er-
nest & Young, American Express
and Meeza. MDD demonstrates a
commitment to sustainable liv-
ing and business practices with
one of the highest concentra-
tions of gold or Platinum LEED
(Leadership in Energy and Envi-
ronmental Design) certified sus-
tainable buildings globally.

3D printing in spotlight
at international workshop

Dr Salem Al-Naemi addressing
the gathering.

UDST hosts second
international workshop

'[ ]'niversity of Doha for Sci-
ence and Technology
(UDST) hosted the open-

ing of the second International

Workshop on 3D Printing for

Applied Technologies yesterday.
The two-day event, organised

by the College of Engineering

and Technology, is based on the
resounding success of last year’s
inaugural workshop, where over

150 participants attended.

This year’s event brings to-
gether local and international
experts from a diverse range
of technical backgrounds to
present key advancements
on the topic, helping solidify
UDST’s central role in Qatar’s
3D printing landscape.

A number of distinguished
guests and partners are attend-
ing. They include Dr Robert Kay,
professor of advanced manufac-
turing at the University of Leeds;

Dr Awni al-Otoom.

Dr Derya Daran, associate pro-
fessor in Material Science and
Engineering from the King Ab-
dullah University of Science and
Technology in Saudi Arabia; Dr
Jang-Ung Park, professor in the
Department of Materials Science
and Engineering from the Yon-
sei University, Korea; Riccardo
Nicastro, group chief commer-
cial officer, Caracol AM in Italy;
Vesna Covic Palikuca, lecturer
and mechanical instructor in
the Mechanical Engineering De-
partment at UDST; and Dr Ehab
Saleh, assistant professor in
Smart Manufacturing at UDST
and technical chair of this year’s
workshop.

Dr Salem Al-Naemi, president
of UDST said: “The 3D Printing
technology is estimated to lead
the 4th industrial revolution, it is
utilised in the healthcare sector,
the aeronautical and automotive
industry, manufacturing, con-
struction, education and much
more.”

UDST workshop will focus
on the latest advancements in
3D printing and its application
in metals, ceramics and poly-

mers, including the production
of stretchable electronics and
printed wearables. Last year,
UDST introduced its Bachelor of
Science in Mechanical Engineer-
ing, Smart Manufacturing En-
gineering as part of a continued
commitment to lead the way in
the realm of 3D Printing and in-
dustrial technology.

Dr Awni al-Otoom, dean of
UDST’s College of Engineering
and Technology, said: “3D print-
ing is a transformative technol-
ogy, and a key element of our
Smart Manufacturing curricu-
lum. Just as last year, we are once
again extending a valuable op-
portunity for both students and
faculty to engage with industry
leaders and to gain a broad per-
spective on the latest applica-
tions of 3D printing.”

Today at the workshop, at-
tendees will be treated to a spe-
cialised training session on the
fundamentals of 3D printing and
reverse engineering. This hands-
on session will allow participants
to gain practical experience and a
deeper understanding of the 3D
printing operational cycle.

Al-Khulaifi mee
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HE the Minister of State a

t the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Dr Mohamed bin Abdulaziz bin Saleh

1 i

al-Khulaifi

met yesterday with the visiting UK Foreign Secretary’s Representative for Humanitarian Affairs in the
occupied Palestinian territories Mark Bryson-Richardson. The meeting reviewed bilateral relations and
discussed Qatar’s efforts to mediate the release of hostages in the Gaza Strip. The UK official expressed
his country’s thanks to Qatar for its efforts to deliver humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip. (QNA)

Indian envoy visits
Qatar campus of
MIE-SPPU Institute

ited the Qatar campus of the

MIE-SPPU Institute of Higher
Education, affiliated with Savitribai
Phule Pune University (SPPU).

The dignitary was welcomed
by MIE-SPPU Institute of Higher
Education chairman engineer Ali
bin Abdullatif al-Misned, along
with acting vice-president George
Thomas, executive committee
members Gopi Vardhan and Mo-
hamad Elwan, institute director
Prof Bimalendu B Nath, and head

Indian ambassador Vipul vis-

Salmen Burger

Saucy
Prawns

rice,” it was added.
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of administration Dinesh Bakshi.

The ambassador, accompanied
by Indian embassy first secre-
tary Sachin Dinkar Shankpal, ex-
pressed his appreciation for the
institute’s commendable efforts in
providing quality education to the
Indian diaspora.

In a presentation, Prof Nath
highlighted the various pro-
grammes offered and underscored
the unique teaching pedagogy being
implemented. He emphasised the
diverse student population, repre-
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Ocean Basket Qatar, the renowned seafood restaurant chain from South Africa, has launched a new
menu at its Mall of Qatar outlet, a statement said yesterday. “The star of the show is the Fiery Prawn
Spear, showcasing Ocean Basket at its finest. In addition, the menu features a range of seafood
burgers, including hake, prawn and salmon, paired with Ocean Basket’s signature sauces. Guests

can also look forward to colourful Poke Bowls, Saucy Prawns, Sundaes and a selection of new
signature Sushis. To make Ocean Basket the go-to destination for lunch, the restaurant is introducing
the Lunch Box, starting at QR25, allowing guests to choose from an array of selections alongside

senting different nationalities, and
the strong industry ties being de-
veloped by the university.

Al-Misned extended his grati-
tude to the Indian embassy and
the Indian government for provid-
ing the opportunity to establish
a campus in Qatar, aligning with
the Qatar National Vision 2030.
He commended the university for
gaining the confidence of the lo-
cal population and contributing to
world-class education in a short
span of time.
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UN agency chief
expresses concern

over Gazaresidents

’

post-war future

AFP
Jerusalem

he head of the UN agen-
Tcy for Palestinian refu-
gees, Philippe Lazzarini,
warned yesterday of the bleak
future facing Gazans after the
war between Hamas and Israel
ends.
Following his fourth visit to

Jordanian army accuses
Israel of damaging hospital

of damaging a Jordanian field hospital in the

Gaza Strip and wounding two people during
bombardments of the territory, AFP reported from
Amman.

The hospital in Khan Yunis, the biggest city in
southern Gaza, was severely damaged due to near-
by Israeli bombing overnight from Tuesday to yes-
terday, the military said in a statement.

It came amid Israel’s war against Hamas, which
was sparked by the Palestinian group’s unprec-
edented storming of Israel in October.

The bombing wounded a hospital medic in the
right thigh and hand, the army said, and the medic
would be evacuated by air to Jordan for medical
treatment.

A Gazan civilian receiving treatment in the in-
tensive care unit “was also injured by shrapnel and
abullet during the aggression’, the statement said,
citing a senior military source.

“The Jordanian armed forces hold Israel fully
responsible for the safety of hospital staff,” it said,
adding that the strikes were a “flagrant violation”
of international humanitarian law and the Ge-
neva Convention. It urged Israel, “the occupying
power’; to not take “any measures that prevent or

The Jordanian army accused Israel yesterday

hinder medical personnel from carrying out their
duties”

The statement said the hospital would “contin-
ue to perform its medical and humanitarian duty”

Hospitals have been hit repeatedly during the
conflict. In December, Gaza’s health ministry re-
ported damage from a strike at the sprawling tent
compound that makes up the Jordanian field hos-
pital in Khan Yunis.

Another Jordanian field hospital in the north of
Gaza was hit by an Israeli strike in mid-November,
wounding seven staff. The Royal Jordanian Air
Force conducted seven airdrops over Gaza since
the beginning of the war. Six airdrops delivered
medical supplies for the field hospital and one
for Palestinians besieged in a church in the north
of Gaza. Israel has said airdrops are carried out in
“co-ordination” with its authorities.

The war in Gaza was sparked by Hamas’ October
first week storming of southern Israel.

More than 24,400 Palestinians, around 70%
of them women, young children and adoles-
cents, have been killed in the Gaza Strip in re-
lentless Israeli bombardments and a ground of-
fensive, according to the Hamas government’s
health ministry.

the Palestinian territory since
the war erupted in the first week
of October, the UNRWA chief
said many residents are no longer
able to see “the future in the Gaza
Strip”

“You have hundreds of thou-
sands of people living now in
the street, living in these plas-
tic makeshift (tents), sleeping
on the concrete,” Lazzarini told
journalists in Jerusalem.

The majority of Gaza’s 2.4mn
residents have been forced
from their homes, while Laz-
zarini said more than 60% of
buildings are estimated to be
damaged. The most extensive
Israeli bombardment has hit
the north, where AFP journal-
ists have witnessed scores of
residential blocks reduced to
rubble. “The north for us is a
pocket of humanitarian catas-
trophe,” the UNRWA chief said.

“Would you even encour-
age anyone to go to the north
when we know the north is in-
fested by UXOs — unexploded
ordnance — and rubble, and
non-functioning services?” he
asked.

‘GENERATION
OF LOST KIDS’

Fighting has ravaged Gaza
since Hamas’ unprecedented
October first week storming of

g

Displaced Palestinians, who fléd their houses du

e to Israeli strikes,

shelter in a tent camp in Rafah, amid the ongoing conflict between
Israel and Hamas, in the southern Gaza Strip, yesterday.

Israel. At least 24,448 Palestin-
ians, more than 70% of them
women, young children and
adolescents, have been killed
in Israeli bombardments and
ground assaults, according to
the Gaza health ministry’s lat-
est figures.

While Israel expects the war
to rage on for months, half a
million children aged six to 14
are estimated to have no access
to education.

“My fear is that we have now
a generation of lost kids,” said
Lazzarini, describing children
who are living in “brutal” con-
ditions and are deeply trauma-
tised.

“This should concern all of
us if we are talking about future
peace and security and cohabi-

tation. The more we wait...the
more we take risks for the fu-
ture,” he said. Despite months
of shuttle diplomacy between
the belligerents and their allies,
there remains no public plan
outlining post-war governance
or reconstruction in Gaza.

“When we talk about re-
building Gaza, it’s not anymore
like before, where we had to re-
habilitate some shelter and that
was still doable,” the UNRWA
chief said, referring to previous
rounds of fighting which lasted
days or weeks.

“I don’t see any country in-
vesting significantly in the ab-
sence of a solid, proper political
project and roadmap,” he said.

“And for this, you need coun-
tries to trust in this roadmap.”

At least $15bn needed for Gaza
housing: Palestinian official

Reuters
Davos

t least $15bn will be needed to rebuild houses

in Gaza, the head of the Palestine Investment

Fund said yesterday, underlining the scale of
devastation caused by Israel’s offensive.

Chairman Mohamed Mustafa said international
reports indicated 350,000 housing units had been
completely or partially damaged in Gaza. Assum-
ing 150,000 of these would need to be rebuilt at an
average cost of $100,000 per unit, “that’s $15bn for
housing units” he said.

“We still didn’t talk about infrastructure, we
didn’t talk about the hospitals that were damaged,
the grids...,” he said at the World Economic Forum
in Davos.

The figure points to reconstruction costs that will
dwarf previous bills for rebuilding Gaza after earlier
conflicts, with the war not yet over more than three
months since it began.

Following a 2014 war between Hamas and Israel,
which lasted seven weeks and killed 2,100 Palestin-

Kuwait forms first govt
under new Amir, PM

Kuwait yesterday formed a
government headed by Prime
Minister Sheikh Mohamed Sabah
al-Salem al-Sabah, the state news
agency said, the country’s first
cabinet after the death of its

ians, Qatar spent over $1bn on housing and relief
projects in Gaza.

Israel has laid waste to much of the territory in a
campaign which health authorities in Hamas-run
Gaza say has killed 24,448 people since October
first week, when the Palestinian group stormed Is-
rael.

Figures released by the Hamas-run media office
in Gaza show more than 360,000 housing units
have sustained severe or partial damage, and more
than 70,000 have been completely destroyed.

Mustafa said the Palestinian leadership would, in
the short-term, continue to focus on humanitarian
aid including food and water but eventually the fo-
cus would shift to reconstruction.

The war has driven most of Gaza’s 2.3mn people
from their homes, some of them several times, and
caused a humanitarian crisis, with food, fuel and
medical supplies running low.

“If the war in Gaza continues, more people are
likely to die of hunger or famine than war,” Mustafa
said. The first steps should be to bring food, medi-
cine, water and electricity back to the besieged en-
clave, he added.

Patience and sunshine help
to charge a phone in Gaza

Reuters
Rafah

uddling around a bewil-
Hdering tangle of cables and

extension leads plugged
into a hospital power outlet, dis-
placed Gazan men are pursuing a
critical but elusive goal: getting
their phones charged.

In wartime Gaza, a charged
phone is nothing less than a life-
line. It serves to check on loved
ones after Israeli bombardments,
helps find out where food and wa-
ter might be available, and pro-
vides light in tents after darkness
falls.

“Every day we come here for
three or four hours and waste time
to charge our phones,” said Mo-
hamed Abu Skheta, who fled with
his family, including a baby boy,
from Al-Shati refugee camp in
northern Gaza to a tent in Rafah,
southern Gaza.

“It’s a dream to fully charge it.
It’s very difficult. You can charge
it to 50 or 60%, 70% at most,’
he said. The charging spot out-
side the Emirati Hospital in Rafah
is popular because it is free. The
hospital allows displaced people to
plug cables into its power sockets,
which are fed either by solar pan-
els or by a generator, when there is
fuel for that.

Elsewhere, some households or
small businesses that have solar
panels allow people to charge, but
often for a fee, which not all can
afford.

“My financial situation is dif-
ficult, so I have to look for an al-
ternative, such as charging at a
hospital or shop, without paying
money,” said Abu Skheta.

Phones are not the only de-
vices in need of regular charging.
Mohamed Abu Taha, a barber in
Rafah, said he was relying on a
solar panel at the family home to
recharge his electric razor in be-
tween jobs.

“For almost every haircut, I
send my nephew to charge the ra-
zor. I have to inform the customer
that if it’s sunny I can work, if not

Nigeria blast kills two, dozens
hurt as buildings collapse

Palestinians charge their devices outside the Emirati hospital, amid the
ongoing conflict between Israel and the Hamas group, in Rafah in the

previous ruler, Reuters reported
from Dubai. Sheikh Mohamed
appointed new ministers for oil,

Reuters

|Ibadan, Nigeria

finance and foreign affairs in

the first cabinet formed under
Kuwait’s new Amir Sheikh Meshal
al-Ahmad al-Sabah, which he said
would carry out reforms to com-
ply with the Amir’s guidance.
“This is a heavy responsibility of
a new phase of Kuwait’s history
which includes challenges and
aspirations, and requires further
hard work and genuine accom-
plishment,” the prime minister
said, quoted by KUNA.

The prime minister appointed
Emad Mohamed al-Atiqi as oil
minister, Anwar Ali al-Mudhaf as
finance minister and Abdullah Ali
al-Yahya as foreign minister.
Kuwait’s Amir Sheikh Meshal al-
Ahmad al-Sabah came to power
in December after his predeces-
sor Sheikh Nawaf died, and is
expected to preserve Kuwaiti

foreign policies. survivors.

Police cordoned off the blast

t least two people were
Akilled and dozens injured

when explosives stored at
a private residence detonated in
Nigeria’s Oyo state, its governor
said yesterday.

A Reuters witness saw several
collapsed houses and wrecked
cars from the impact of Tuesday’s
blast, which sent panicked resi-
dents into the streets.

Emergency services and secu-
rity officials used bulldozers to
clear debris during a search and
rescue operation yesterday in a
neighbourhood of Ibadan, the
capital of Oyo state about 130km
from Nigeria’s commercial capital
of Lagos. Some houses had roofs
blown off and windows shattered

Ibadan, Nigeria, yesterday.

seen from a distance.

site, where a huge crater could be

“I'was in the house with my kids
and I just saw the ceiling and roof
coming down on us. I have a lot of
injuries, (including) my back,” said
Olaitan Okanlawon, a mother of

and their owners watched from a
distance as officials searched for

two. Okanlawon said she slept at
ahotel with her children and came
back to collect some of her be-
longings from her damaged house.

A firefighter stands in front of a damage building following a blast in

In a statement, the governor,
Seyi Makinde, said there were two
deaths while 77 people were treat-
ed for injuries, most of them being
discharged. “Preliminary inves-
tigations by the security agen-
cies revealed that illegal miners
occupying one of the houses in
Bodija had stored explosive de-
vices there which caused the
blast,” Makinde added.

southern Gaza Strip.

thenI cannot,” he said.

One tailor in Rafah has got
around the lack of electricity by
converting a dismantled child’s
bicycle into a pedal dynamo to
power his sewing machine.

NO PLACE TO CHARGE

The war in Gaza started when
Hamas fighters stormed into
southern Israel in the first week of
October.

Vowing to destroy Hamas, Israel
has responded with a siege, bom-
bardment and ground invasion of
Gaza which have killed more than
24,000 Palestinians, according to
Gaza health officials.

Most of the population is dis-
placed, and severe shortages of
food, water, electricity and medi-
cines have resulted in a humani-
tarian catastrophe, according to
the UN. Charging a phone has
become one of the challenges of
daily life, as time-consuming and
frustrating as the search for bread
or water.

“We came here to charge, but
there is no place,” said Mahmoud
Marouf, who is displaced from
Jabalia in northern Gaza, and had
brought a battery similar to the
ones in cars to the charging spot
at the Emirati Hospital.

Alongside phones, people
bring such batteries to charge so
that they can then power devices
they need in their tents.

Volunteers at the hospital or-
ganise a rota allowing people
to charge for a certain period of
time. The system helps avoid
tensions by giving access to pre-
cious sockets to as many people
as possible, but demand is too
high to satisfy everyone.

Marouf said he needed to
charge his battery to power med-
ical devices for his children, who
have respiratory conditions.

“We got them a large battery
and came to charge it, because
hospitals are full,” he said.

Despite the tedium, those
lucky enough to have a spot
waited patiently for their phones
to charge as much as possible. “It
lasts us for one day, or one day
and a half at most, not more. We
use it for lighting only,” said Mo-
hamed al-Shamali, who is dis-
placed from Gaza City.

“Calls and telecoms are down so
we don’t have Internet. We try as
much as we can to secure lighting,
to see the roads we are walking on
and inside the tent we are in, no
more than that”

Central Africa mine
blast kills peacekeeper

AFP
Bangui

Cameroonian  member
Aof the UN peacekeeping
force in northwestern
Central African Republic has
been killed in a landmine blast

and five others wounded, the UN

said.

The region regularly sees
clashes between rebel groups
and the CAR army backed by
mercenaries from Russia’s Wag-
ner group. Soldiers from Cam-
eroon’s contingent of the UN
peacekeeping force were escort-
ing a team from the Interna-
tional Organisation for Migra-
tion on Monday when the device
exploded, the Minusca mission
said in a statement seen by AFP

yesterday.

It went off as the con-
voy passed by in the village of
Mbindale, 450 kilometres north

of the capital Bangui, it added.

Two of the wounded are “se-

riously” hurt and all were taken
to hospital, Minusca said.

The explosion happened
20km from the site of a Decem-
ber 21 massacre of 23 civilians by
armed elements of the 3R rebel
group. UN peacekeepers were
subsequently deployed to the
village of Nzakoudou where the
killings took place.

The 3R (Return, Reclamation
and Rehabilitation) is one of
the most powerful of the armed
groups and criminal gangs pro-
duced by years of civil war that
operate in the region.

Civilians are often victims of
the conflict, with the UN ac-
cusing all sides of perpetrating
war crimes and crimes against
humanity. In July, a Rwandan
member of the UN peackeeping
force was killed by an unidenti-
fied armed group in an attack on
a UN patrol in eastern CAR.

Since 2022, five Minusca sol-
diers have been killed in the
country, according to figures
from the organisation.
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Northern Ireland to miss deadline to break political impasse

AFP
London

orthern Ireland’s devolved
N government will not be re-
stored by Thursday’s legal
deadline after its assembly yester-
day again failed to elect a Speaker
amid an ongoing boycott by the
Democratic Unionist Party.
The DUP withdrew from the
Northern Ireland Assembly at

Stormont in February 2022, forc-
ing its mothballing, because of
post-Brexit trading rules it said
undermined the region’s place in
the wider United Kingdom.

The assembly was yesterday re-
called for a seventh time to elect
a Speaker, but that bid failed as
no candidate could command the
required support, prolonging the
stalemate. The UK government
had set Thursday as the deadline
for restoring the assembly, with

the law requiring fresh elections in
the event of failure.

Northern Ireland minister Chris
Heaton-Harris said it was “dis-
appointing” that no speaker was
elected. “The return of a locally
elected, accountable and effective
devolved government is the best
way to govern Northern Ireland,”
he said. “However, in the absence
of an executive, the government
will proceed with a pragmatic and
reasonable approach to support

Northern Ireland” Heaton-Harris
has indicated he will pass legisla-
tion to extend Thursday’s deadline
rather than call elections. Frustra-
tion is mounting in the province
over political dysfunction and
crumbling public services, which
have been hit by cuts in central
funding from London.

Unionist hardliners, who sup-
port Northern Ireland’s member-
ship of the UK, insist problems
with post -Brexit trading rules with

the European Union remain. They
say changes negotiated with Brus-
sels by Prime Minister Rishi Su-
nak under the so-called “Windsor
Framework” adopted last March
failed to remove a de facto border
with mainland Britain in the Irish
Sea.

The DUP’s political foes, includ-
ing the largest pro-Ireland nation-
alist party Sinn Fein, have heaped
pressure on the party to return to
Stormont. Sinn Fein vice-presi-

Britain’s Charles, Kate postpone
appearances over health issues

AFP
London

ritish head of state King
B Charles III has been treated

for an enlarged prostate
and will undergo a procedure in
hospital next week, Buckingham
Palace said yesterday. The rare an-
nouncement about the monarch’s
health comes after Kensington
Palace said his daughter-in-law
Catherine, Princess of Wales, had
undergone successful abdominal
surgery.

Catherine, often known as
Kate, is facing up to two weeks in
hospital and several months’ re-
cuperation after the operation,
which palace officials said was
non-cancerous, without specify-
ing further. Charles, 75, became
king on the death of his mother,
Queen Elizabeth II, in September
2022 after spending most of his
life as her heir.

He is head of state of 14 oth-
er countries outside the United
Kingdom, including Australia,
Canada and New Zealand, and
is head of the 56-member Com-
monwealth, which comprises
2.4bn people.

He is also Supreme Governor of
the Church of England, the moth-
er church of the worldwide Angli-
can communion.

Charles has thrown himself into
the role, despite reaching a phase
of life when most men of his age
have retired. His last public ap-

Britain’s King Charles IIl.

pearance was with other senior
royals at a Christmas Day serv-
ice at Sandringham. “In common
with thousands of men each year,
The King has sought treatment
for an enlarged prostate,” a palace
statement read.

“His Majesty’s condition is be-
nign and he will attend hospital
next week for a corrective proce-
dure. The King’s public engage-
ments will be postponed for a
short period of recuperation.” Be-
nign prostate enlargement is com-
mon in men aged over 50 and is
not normally considered a serious
threat to health or an increased
risk of developing prostate cancer.

If the prostate gland is enlarged,
it can put pressure on the bladder
and urethra, affecting urination.

Causes of prostate enlargement
are unknown but are thought to be
linked to hormonal changes with
age, according to the UK’s state-

Catherine, Princess of Wales.

run National Health Service. The
announcement came some 90
minutes after the health bulletin
about Catherine, who is married
to Charles’s eldest son and heir,
Prince William.

Her office at Kensington Palace
said she was admitted to a private
clinic in central London on Tues-
day.

“The surgery was successful
and it is expected that she will re-
main in hospital for 10 to 14 days,
before returning home to contin-
ue her recovery,” a statement read.
“Based on the current medical
advice, she is unlikely to return to
public duties until after Easter (on
March 31).”

The princess is one of the most
popular - and photographed -
members of the royal family.

In the latest polling she was
third most-popular living royal
with a 63% public approval rating,
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Police officers stand outside the London Clinic, where Britain’s Cather-
ine, Princess of Wales, is hospitalised for abdominal surgery, in London.

behind William (68%) and King
Charles III’s sister Princess Anne
(67%). Queen Elizabeth II, who
died in September 2022 aged 96,
remains the most popular, with
75%, according to YouGov.

The king’s rating was 51%.

Catherine, 42, is frequently
seen alongside William, 41, with
whom she has three young chil-
dren - Prince George, 10, Princess
Charlotte, eight, and Prince Louis,
aged five. But she is increasingly
undertaking solo public engage-
ments, particularly in her key ar-
eas of interest such as early years
education.

At The London Clinic, one of
the UK'’s largest private hospitals,
two police officers stood guard at
the main entrance as photogra-

phers and film crews gathered.
Kensington Palace added: “The
Princess of Wales appreciates the
interest this statement will gener-
ate. She hopes that the public will
understand her desire to maintain
as much normality for her chil-
dren as possible; and her wish that
her personal medical information
remains private.

“Kensington Palace will, there-
fore, only provide updates on Her
Royal Highness’ progress when
there is significant new infor-
mation to share. The Princess of
Wales wishes to apologise to all
those concerned for the fact that
she has to postpone her upcoming
engagements. She looks forward
toreinstating as many as possible,
as soon as possible.”

China’s population drops for 2nd year, with record low birth rate

H China’s population
drops 0.15%yl/yin
2023

B Birthrateatnew
low, deathrateat
highestsince 1974

E Totalnew births
drop 5.7% t0 9.02mn
B Totaldeathsrise
6.6%to11.Imn

Reuters
Hong Kong

hina’s population fell for a

second consecutive year in

2023, as a record low birth
rate and a wave of Covid-19 deaths
when strict lockdowns ended ac-
celerated a downturn that will have
profound long-term effects on the
economy’s growth potential.

The National Bureau of Statistics
said the total number of people in
China dropped by 2.08mn, or 0.15%,
t01.409bn in 2023.

Smoke rising after an explosion at a fireworks factory near Sala Khao

That was well above the popu-
lation decline of 850,000 in 2022,
which had been the first since 1961
during the Great Famine of the Mao
Zedong era. China experienced a
dramatic nationwide Covid surge
early last year after three years of
tight screening and quarantine
measures kept the virus largely con-
tained until authorities abruptly
lifted curbs in December 2022. To-
tal deaths last year rose 6.6% to
11.1mn, with the death rate reaching
the highest level since 1974 during
the Cultural Revolution. New births
fell 5.7% to 9.02mn and the birth
rate was a record low 6.39 births per
1,000 people, down from a rate of
6.77 births in 2022.

Births in the country have been
plummeting for decades as a result
of the one-child policy implemented
from 1980-2015 and its rapid urban-
isation during that period. As with
earlier economic booms in Japan
and South Korea, large populations
moved from China’s rural farms into
cities, where having children is more
expensive. Japan’s birth rate was
6.3 per 1,000 people in 2022, while
South Korea’s rate was 4.9. “As we
have observed again and again from

township in Thailand’s Suphan Buri province.

other low fertility countries, fertil-
ity decline is often very difficult to
reverse,’ University of Michigan de-
mographer Zhou Yun said. Further
denting appetite for baby-making
in China in 2023, youth unemploy-
ment hit record highs, wages for
many white-collar workers fell, and
a crisis in the property sector, where
more than two-thirds of household
wealth is stored, intensified.

The fresh data adds to concerns
that the world’s No 2 economy’s
growth prospects are diminishing
due to fewer workers and consum-
ers, while the rising costs of eld-
erly care and retirement benefits put
more strain on indebted local gov-
ernments.

India surpassed China as the
world’s most populous nation last
year, according to estimates by the
United Nations, fuelling more de-
bate over the merits of relocating
some China-based supply chains to
other markets, especially as geopo-
litical tensions rise between Beijing
and Washington.

Long-term, UN experts see Chi-
na’s population shrinking by 109mn
by 2050, more than triple the decline
of their previous forecast in 2019.

China’s population aged 60 and over
reached 296.97mn in 2023, about
21.1% of its total population, up from
280.04 million in 2022.

China’s 2023 rate of 7.87 deaths
per 1,000 people was higher than a
rate of 7.37 deaths in 2022.

The country’s retirement-age
population, aged 60 and over, is
expected to increase to more than
400mn by 2035 - more than the en-
tire population of the United States -
from about 280mn people currently.
The state-run Chinese Academy of
Sciences sees the pension system
running out of money by 2035. Zhu
Guoping, a 57-year-old farmer in
northwestern Gansu province, said
his annual income of about 20,000
yuan ($2,779.59) leaves his family
with meagre savings. He will receive
a160 yuan monthly pension once he
turns 60, the equivalent of $22. “The
money is definitely not enough,”’
Zhu said. “Maybe our children can
provide us with some support in the
future”

High childcare and education
costs put many Chinese couples
off having children, while uncer-
tainty in the job market discour-
ages women from pausing their

careers. Gender discrimination
and traditional expectations that
women assume the caretaker role
in the family exacerbate the issue,
demographers say.

President Xi Jinping said last year
that women should tell “good fam-
ily tradition stories,” adding it was
necessary to “actively cultivate a
new culture of marriage and child-
bearing,” which he linked to national
development.

Local governments have an-
nounced various measures to en-
courage childbirth including tax de-
ductions, longer maternity leave and
housing subsidies. But many of the
policies have not been implemented
due to insufficient funding and a
lack of motivation by local govern-
ments, said a Beijing policy institute,
urging a unified nationwide family
subsidy scheme instead. Beijing res-
ident Wang Weidong, 36, who works
at an internet company, said he and
his wife were reluctant to have a sec-
ond child.

“People will not have a child be-
cause of these incentives. The in-
centives are auxiliary, not the root
cause. So I think it is harder to re-
verse this trend,” Wang said.

dent Michelle O’Neill warned yes-
terday that power-sharing institu-
tions created as part of the peace
process, which brought decades of
sectarian violence to an end, were
at risk. “If (DUP leader) Jeffrey
Donaldson does not change his ap-
proach, then this sitting may well
be the final one of this Assembly,”
she said.

“I fear that the democratic insti-
tutions of the Good Friday Agree-
ment are in free fall”

India
holding
talks with
Iran over
Houthis’
Red Sea
attacks:
source

Reuters
New Delhi

talks with Iran and taking

other measures to help shield
its exporters from the impact of
attacks on ships in the Red Sea
by the Houthi group in Yemen, a
government source said yester-
day.

The attacks have slowed trade
between Asia and Europe, dis-
rupting supply chains. The
Houthis say they are acting in
solidarity with the Palestinians
in Gaza and have threatened to
expand the attacks to include
US ships as the war between Is-
rael and Hamas group rages for a
fourth month.

Indian Foreign Minister Sub-
rahmanyam Jaishankar held talks
in Iran on Monday which he said
had touched on the Red Sea situ-
ation.

“The defence ministry has
improved surveillance (in the
region) and the ministry of ex-
ternal affairs is diplomatically
negotiating this very well,” said
the government source, who re-
quested anonymity.

The finance ministry’s bank-
ing division will also make it
easier for exporters affected by
the disruption to get credit, he
added.

“The idea is to ensure credit
flow to exporters is maintained
as cargoes are getting delayed
and transit is costing more,” the
source said. The foreign ministry
did not immediately respond to a
request for comment from Reu-
ters.

The Red Sea, which leads to
the Suez Canal, lies on the key
east-west trade route from Asia’s
manufacturing hubs to Europe
and onto the east coast of the
Americas.

About 12% of world’s shipping
traffic accesses the Suez Canal
via its waters. India’s defence
ministry is providing protective
escorts to Indian container ships
in the region and the Indian Navy
has responded to at least two at-
tacks and hijacking attempts on
merchant vessels in the Arabian
Sea.

The government source said
trade volumes from major ports
had not been affected so far, but
ships were having to take longer
routes to avoid the attacks.

India is holding diplomatic

23 dead in Thai fireworks factory explosion

AFP
Bangkok

Twenty—three people have
died after an explosion
at a fireworks factory in
central Thailand yesterday, the
provincial governor said. Images
shared by the local rescue service
showed metal debris littered on
the ground, and a huge plume of
black smoke.

The blast occurred at around
3pm near Sala Khao township,
in central Suphan Buri province.
“We received reports from EOD
team that there were 23 con-
firmed dead,” Nattapat Suwan-
prateep, Suphan Buri province
governor, told AFP, referencing
the Explosive Ordinance Dispos-
al group.

The blast occurred at
around 3pm near Sala Khao
township, in central Suphan
Buri province

There was no indication of
what may have caused the explo-
sion.

However, Nattapat said of-
ficials were investigating what
may have triggered the incident.
“The factory was operating le-
gally with valid licences,” he
said. Police officers said the sur-
rounding area had not been dam-
aged. “Glass windows on one
house have been affected by the
explosion but no other reports,”
Nattapat said.

Police Lieutenant General
Naiyawat Phademchid told AFP
Prime Minister Srettha Thavi-
sin - currently in Switzerland for

the World Economic Forum - had
been informed of the incident.
“Estimate of 20 deaths, however,
we cannot confirm the official
death toll,” said the police offic-
er, who is responsible for lower
western Thailand.

He said that officials were
sealing the surrounding area, and
would begin to identify the bod-
ies once the situation had stabi-
lised, without going into further
details.

“There were on average about
20-30 people working at this
factory every day,” he said.

In an official statement posted
online, Prime Minister Sret-
tha expressed his sorrow for the
families of those killed. Srettha
also ordered an investigation
into whether the workshop was
operating illegally, as well as the

cause of the incident.

Explosions at workshops pro-
ducing firecrackers and other
pyrotechnics are not uncommon
in Thailand.

At least 10 people died after an
explosion in a fireworks ware-
house in Sungai Kolok town in
southern Narathiwat province
last year.

The blast was believed to have
been caused by welding during
construction work on the build-
ing, and police later sought the
owners on charges of negligence.

Last year 11 people were also
injured when a fireworks factory
exploded in the northern city of
Chiang Mai.

The Southeast Asian kingdom
also has a poor safety record
in the construction sector and
deadly accidents are common.
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Is Biden the new
Jimmy Carter?

It has become fashionable of late to compare US President Joe
Biden in 2023 to Jimmy Carter in 1979. Just as the events of 1979
doomed Carter’s re-election hopes the following year, developments
in 2023 are said to have effectively sunk Biden’s bid for a second term
in November.

Most obviously, both Carter and Biden confronted a
demoralising inflation problem. But Carter-era inflation was far
worse: in November 1979, a year prior to the election, consumer
price inflation in the United States was running at 12.6%. In the 12
months ending in November 2023, in contrast, CPI inflation was
amodest 3.1%. But inflation does remain a political liability for
Biden, regardless of whether the phenomenon is now largely in the
rearview mirror.

Second, Biden, like Carter before him, has given the Federal
Reserve free rein to tackle the problem. Carter selected Paul
Volcker to chair the US Federal Reserve Board largely for Volcker’s
inflation-fighting credentials, in full knowledge that the new chair
would jack up interest rates. Despite warnings from his political
adviser, Bert Lance, that Volcker’s appointment would doom the
president’s re-election prospects, Carter then let Volcker go about
his business. Carter’s hands-off approach during the run-up to an
election was quite different from that of some of his predecessors,
in particular Richard Nixon before the 1972 election.

Biden has similarly
allowed Jerome Powell’s Fed
to adjust interest rates as it
chooses, ignoring howls of
pain from homebuyers and
others. And, again, Biden’s
unwillingness to criticise
the Fed is diametrically
opposed to the stance taken
by his predecessor, Donald
Trump.

Then there are the two
presidents’ problems on
the foreign-policy front,
in general and with respect
to Iran in particular. In
November 1979, student

demonstrators stormed the US embassy in Tehran, taking 66
Americans hostage. Soon thereafter, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini
returned from exile in Paris.

The hostages were released minutes after Ronald Reagan’s
inauguration in January 1981. The failure of Carter’s effort to rescue
them the previous April had become an open political wound in the
run-up to the election and a symbol of a failed foreign policy.

The Biden administration’s inability to engineer an extended
ceasefire or otherwise aid in freeing the captives in Gaza creates a
similar sense of impotence.

Meanwhile, US-backed Ukrainian forces’ failure to gain much
ground against their Russian adversaries in their 2023 summer
offensive, and the failure of US sanctions to deter aggression by
Russian President Vladimir Putin, heighten the sense that American
foreign policy is in disarray.

All this has translated into dismal approval ratings for Biden,
worse even than Carter’s in 1979. Thus, the comparison would be
suggestive even if we hadn’t just been reminded that none other
than the young Biden, then a US senator, expressed doubts in the
run-up to the 1980 election that it would serve the incumbent or the
Democratic Party for Carter to seek a second term.

In addition to parallels, however, there is also an important
difference between Biden and Carter, namely in their political
positioning. Carter worried about Americans’ anxious mental state
and the outlook for the country. In July 1979, he delivered what
came to be known as the “Malaise Speech.” He decried Americans’
crisis of confidence and lamented “growing doubt about the
meaning of our own lives” and “loss of a unity of purpose for our
nation!” Americans, Carter went on, were losing faith “not only
in government itself but in the ability as citizens to serve as the
ultimate rulers and shapers of our democracy” Sound familiar?

In fact, the speech was not entirely negative. But it came to be
portrayed that way, specifically by Reagan, who portrayed himself
as a “happy warrior,” famously asserting at the conclusion of
his election eve address, “I find no national malaise” It was a
winning bet on an optimistic message. In the dark days of 1979-80,
American voters preferred Reagan’s sunny confidence to Carter’s
dour rumination.

Now, of course, it is the incumbent, Biden, who is the optimist,
insisting that America is on the right track, while the likely
challenger, Trump, claims that America is suffering from a deep-
seated malaise, rages about retribution, and sees threats at every
turn. History suggests that American voters prefer optimism. But
it also suggests that they are full of surprises. — Project Syndicate
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avel visit spurs ties with
Qatar m multiple fields

QNA
Doha

he visit of the President of the

Czech Republic, Petr Pavel, to

Doha yesterday will contribute to

enhancing co-operation in multiple
fields, discovering more trade and investment
opportunities between the two countries,
supporting and further developing bilateral
relations, and opening new areas in a way that
serves the common interests and aspirations of
the two countries and their friendly peoples.

Qatar and the Czech Republic share
growing relations in various fields and are
experiencing significant development,
especially at the economic level, and in the
fields of health, energy, and investment.

Relations between the two countries date
back to 1990 when diplomatic relations
were established at the level of ambassadors
(non-resident representation), and Qatar’s
ambassador to the Czech Republic presented
his credentials in 2007.

The visit of His Highness the Amir, Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, to the Czech
Republic in 2022 contributed to consolidating
relations between the two countries and
increasing co-operation in many fields. His
Highness the Amir and Milos Zeman, the
president of the Czech Republic at the time,
held an official discussion session in Prague,
focusing on developing bilateral relations in
various fields.

The Amir pointed to the strength of
Qatari-Czech relations and their continuous

S
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development, along with the co-operation
that brings the two countries together in
various sectors. The session discussed ways
to enhance co-operation in trade, industry,
energy, and investment, besides exchanging
views on several regional and international
issues of common interest.

The relations between Qatar and the Czech
Republic are regulated by a set of agreements
in many areas of trade, economy, and the air
transport sector. The political views of the two
countries on many regional and international
issues are similar. To strengthen bilateral
relations, the Qatar-Czech Parliamentary
Friendship Committee was established in the
Czech Parliament in April 2019.

Mutual visits and joint meetings between
investors and businessmen in the two
countries contributed to providing an
important platform for discussing ways
to establish alliances and joint projects, in
addition to gaining a broader overview of
viable investment opportunities in several
promising sectors in the two countries. They
also contributed to raising the rate of trade
exchange between the two countries.

Trade and investment relations
between Qatar and the Czech Republic are
characterised by diversity. Many joint Qatari-
Czech companies operate in the Qatari market
in various sectors, especially in the fields of
services, hospitality, sports consulting, and
food trade.

During a visit to Doha in October 2019,
meeting with Qatari businessmen, former
Czech foreign minister Tomas Petricek
confirmed that his country was seriously

Qatar and Czech Republic

Growing Relations and
Promising Prospects
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seeking to strengthen trade and economic
relations with Qatar as part of its efforts to
attract foreign investments in various sectors.
He reviewed the investment climate in his
country, emphasising its strategic location

in the European continent as a large market
linking the countries of the European Union.
He pointed out that the Czech Republic,
characterised by the quality of products with
global advantages, seeks to present innovative
projects in many fields.

In June 2022, the Qatari-Czech business
meeting, held at the Qatar Chamber,
discussed ways to enhance commercial and
industrial co-operation relations, investment
opportunities available in the two countries,
co-operation between business owners in
the two countries, and the possibility of
establishing alliances that enhance trade and
investment exchange.

This resulted from the success achieved
by Qatar in providing an attractive
investment environment through facilities
and incentives that allow a foreign investor
to invest up to 100% in various sectors
and economic activities, as well as the
advanced infrastructure, laws, and economic
legislation that have contributed to Qatar
reaching a world-renowned position as
aleading destination for investment and
business.

Building materials, office furniture,
equipment, and electrical appliances are at
the forefront of Qatar’s imports from the
Czech Republic, while ethylene polymers
represent the most important Qatari exports
to the Czech Republic. There are also many
areas that contribute to deepening bilateral
cooperation between the two countries,
especially in the health, real estate, tourism,
and agricultural sectors. The Czech Republic
has along history in these fields, and its
economy is one of the most promising in
Europe, bringing with it great future potential
for investment.

The Czech Republic is one of the fastest -
growing countries in Europe in recent years
in the fields of infrastructure and medical
tourism. It is a landlocked country located
in central Europe with an estimated area of
78,867sq km and a population of 10.7mn
people. Thanks to its special strategic
geographical location and reasonable costs,
with advanced infrastructure and a skilled
workforce, the Czech Republic has become
an ideal and attractive base for business and
investment projects.

The Czech Republic is characterized by a
broadly open economy, where three-quarters
of its products are exported, and foreign
investments are attracted. Czech companies
are known for being reliable partners
and suppliers of high-quality products,
technologies, and services. The Czech export
sectors comprise a wide range of products
in various branches and fields of industry,
including automotive.

The Czech Republic embraces major
global brands in the automotive sector,
and there is an aircraft industry, which
includes the production of components for
large transport aircraft, military aircraft,
helicopters, small-sized aircraft for domestic
and regional transport, training aircraft,
light sport, agricultural, and sailplanes. It
is estimated that a quarter of the world’s
lightweight aircraft sold are produced in the
Czech Republic.

Engineering forms the backbone of the
Czech economy, with its industrial base
consisting of more than 1,100 companies,
particularly involved in the field of energy
engineering, transportation, machinery
production, tool shaping, metallurgy,
production of metal structures and
components, air conditioners, construction
machinery, agriculture, food processing,
green technologies, in addition to medical
equipment, chemical and pharmaceutical
industries, electronics, and generators.
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Pakistan recalls ambassador;, bars Iran
envoy from returning to Islamabad

AFP
Islamabad

akistan recalled its ambas-
Psador from Iran yesterday

and blocked Tehran’s envoy
from returning to Islamabad af-
ter an Iranian air strike killed two
children in the west of the country
a day earlier.

Iranian news agency Mehrnews
said the “missile and drone” at-
tack targeted the Jaish al-Adl
group’s headquarters in Pakistan,
calling it “another decisive step
taken by Iran in response to the
aggression against the security of
our country”

The raid came late on Tuesday
after Tehran also launched attacks
in Iraq and Syria against what
it called “anti-Iranian terrorist
groups”.

Pakistan denounced the strike,
near the nations’ shared border.

Pakistan Foreign Minister Jalil
Abbas Jilani yesterday warned
his Iranian counterpart Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian that Pakistan
reserved the right to respond to
Iran’s “provocative act” of attack-
ing inside its territory.

Jilani, who is currently lead-
ing the Pakistan delegation to the
ministerial meeting of the Non-
Aligned Movement in Kampala,
Uganda, made these remarks as he
received a telephone call from the
Iranian foreign minister, accord-
ing to a statement issued by the
Foreign Office.

The foreign minister firmly
underscored that the attack con-
ducted by Iran inside Pakistani

Spain probes
drowning of
two soldiers
during training

A Spanish military court is
investigating the drowning of two
soldiers who were made to cross
a lake while bearing a heavy load,
a lawyer for one of the victim’s
family said yesterday.

The Spanish army had on
December 21 that two soldiers
had died “during manoeuvres”

at the Cerro Muriano base near
the southern city of Cordoba,
without giving details of the
circumstances.

But Spanish media reports said
the men, aged 24 and 34, had
drowned after dozens of soldiers
were made to cross a lake in frigid
temperatures while carrying their
material.

One of the soldiers who drowned,
Carlos Leon Rico, had been made
to carry an extra 3.5 kilos by his
superiors as a punishment, for a
total of 12 kilos, his family’s lawyer
Luis Romero told AFP.

It was not immediately clear if the
second soldier who died was also
carrying extra weight.

There were no rescue rafts or
lifeline at the site of the exercise
as should have been the case,
Romero said, just a loose rope to
guide the soldier.

The “tragedy could have been
even worse” since around 60
soldiers were waiting on the bank
of the lake to cross, he added.
The Cordoba court that was
investigating the deaths handed
over the case Tuesday toa
military court in Seville at the
request of military officials.

B FM warns Iranian counterpart of ‘right to respond’ in phone call
H No nationals of ‘brotherly’ Pakistan targeted in attack: Tehran

territory, on January 16, 2024, was
not only a serious breach of Pa-
kistan’s sovereignty but was also
an egregious violation of inter-
national law and the spirit of bi-
lateral relations between Pakistan
and Iran.

Expressing Pakistan’s unre-
served condemnation of the at-
tack, the foreign minister said that
the incident has caused serious
damage to bilateral ties between
Pakistan and Iran.

“Pakistan reserved the right to
respond to this provocative act,”
the statement quoted Jilani as
saying.

“Last night’s unprovoked and
blatant breach of Pakistan’s sov-
ereignty by Iran is a violation of
international law and the purpos-
es and principles of the Charter of
the United Nations,” Pakistan For-
eign Office spokeswoman Mumtaz
Zahra Baloch said in a statement
yesterday.

The foreign ministry recalled its
ambassador from Tehran and said
Iran’s envoy — currently on a visit
home — would not be allowed to
return to Islamabad.

Tehran’s top diplomat insisted
his country’s armed forces had
targeted “Iranian terrorist group”
Jaish al-Adl in Pakistan.

“None of the nationals of the
friendly and brotherly country
of Pakistan were targeted by Ira-
nian missiles and drones,” Foreign
Minister Hossein Amir-Abdolla-

)

Pakistan Foreign MinisterJaIiI Abbas Jilani (left) and his Iranian
counterpart Hossein Amir-Abdollahian.

hian said on the sidelines of the
World Economic Forum in Davos,
Switzerland.

Formed in 2012, Jaish al-Adl is
blacklisted by Iran as a terrorist
group and has carried out several
attacks on Iranian soil in recent
years.

The Iranian foreign ministry
said Amir-Abdollahian spoke
with his Pakistani counterpart
Jalil Abbas Jilani yesterday, stress-
ing that “Pakistan’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity are of
great concern”.

Amir-Abdollahian said “Jaish
al-Adl is a terrorist group that

Police in Russiabreak uprare
protest over jailing of activist

Riot police fired tear gas and
struck protesters with batons
in the Russian republic of
Bashkortostan yesterday after
a leading local rights activist
was sentenced to four years in
a penal colony.

Large protests in Russia are
extremely rare because of

the risk of arrest — especially
since the start of the war with
Ukraine — at any gatherings
the authorities deem
unauthorised.

Clashes broke out between
the police and a crowd of up to
several thousand people who
had gathered in support of the
activist, Fail Alsynov. At a trial
that was closed to the media,
a court found him guilty of
inciting ethnic hatred, a charge
he denied.

Videos published on social
media showed people fleeing
from tear gas and a line of
police lashing out with batons
at the crowd. In one clip, a
woman remonstrated with
police to stop beating a person
lying on the ground.

State investigators signalled
they would mete out harsh
punishment against those
involved in the protest,

saying they had launched
criminal investigations into
“mass disturbances” and

use of violence against the
authorities.

The timing is sensitive for

the authorities, at the start

of an election campaign in

which President Viadimir
Putin is seeking a new six-year
term. While Putin’s victory is
not in doubt, analysts said
there would be pressure on
Bashkortostan’s regional head,
Radiy Khabirov, to keep the
situation in hand in order to
avoid embarrassment for the
Kremlin.

Alsynov, 37, was accused of
insulting migrant workers in a
speech he made in April 2023
at a protest over plans to mine
for gold in Bashkortostan,
which is located in Russia’s
southern Ural mountains near
the border between Europe
and Asia.

His name has also been added
to a list of “extremists and
terrorists” by Rosfinmonitoring,
an agency that is empowered
to freeze people’s bank
accounts if they are suspected
of money-laundering or
financing terrorism.

Alsynov’s supporters said the
case against him was delayed
revenge for his role in protests
several years earlier in which
activists successfully blocked
plans to mine for soda on a hill
that local people consider a
sacred place.

“Huge thanks to everyone
who came to support me. |

will never forget this. | don’t
admit my guilt. | always fought
for justice, for my people, for
my republic,” he told online
media outlet RusNews after the
verdict.

acts against the common security
of the two countries”, according
to a summary of the conversation
released by Tehran.

Iran had earlier launched mis-
sile attacks on “spy headquarters”
and “terrorist” targets in Syria,
and Iraq’s autonomous Kurdistan
region.

The Iranian strikes add to mul-
tiple crises across the Middle East,
with Israel waging a war against
Hamas in Gaza and pro-Palestini-
an Houthirebels in Yemen attack-
ing commercial vessels in the Red
Sea.

Yesterday, Iran’s Defence min-

ister Mohamed Reza Ashtiani said
Tehran would set “no limits” to its
security.

China, close partners of Iran
and Pakistan, urged restraint,
with foreign ministry spokes-
woman Mao Ning saying both
should “avoid actions that would
lead to an escalation of tension”

Pakistan’s official statement did
not specify where the strike took
place, but Pakistani media said
it was near Panjgur in southwest
Balochistan province, where the
countries share a sparsely popu-
lated border of nearly 1,000km.

Hours before the strike, Paki-
stan’s caretaker Prime Minister
Anwar-ul-Haq Kakar had met the
Iranian foreign minister on the
sidelines of the WEF.

“This violation of Pakistan’s
sovereignty is completely unac-
ceptable and can have serious
consequences,” Pakistan’s foreign
ministry statement said.

It said the strike caused the
“death of two innocent children
while injuring three girls”

Jaish al-Adl claimed responsi-
bility for an attack in December on
a police station in Rask that killed
at least 11 Iranian police officers.

The United States has also la-
belled Jaish al-Adl a terrorist
organisation, saying the group
“primarily targets Iranian secu-
rity personnel” but also govern-
ment officials and civilians with
assassinations, kidnappings, and

suicide bombings.

Tehran and Islamabad fre-
quently accuse each other of al-
lowing militants to operate from
the other’s territory to launch
attacks, but it is rare that official
forces on either side engage.

“It is even more concerning
that this illegal act has taken place
despite the existence of several
channels of communication be-
tween Pakistan and Iran,” Paki-
stan’s foreign ministry said.

“Pakistan has always said ter-
rorism is a common threat to all
countries in the region that re-
quires coordinated action.”

Michael Kugelman, director
of the South Asia Institute at the
Washington-based Wilson Cent-
er, warned of the seriousness of
the strike.

“Iran has staged cross-border
operations against Pakistan-
based militants in the past, but
I don’t recall anything on this
scale)” he said on X, formerly
Twitter.

“This plunges Pakistan-Iran
ties — a delicate relationship even
in the best of times — into serious
crisis”

Meanwhile, the United States
yesterday condemned recent Ira-
nian strikes in Pakistan, Iraq and
Syria, which Tehran has claimed
were carried out against “anti-
Iranian terrorist groups.”

“So we do condemn those
strikes. We've seen Iran violate
the sovereign borders of three
of its neighbours in just the past
couple of days,” State Department
spokesman Matthew Miller told
reporters.

Russia ‘targeted French
mercenaries in Ukraine hit’

AFP
Moscow

ussia said yesterday it had

Rtﬁa.rgeted a group of French

ghters in a long-range

strike on the eastern Ukrainian city

of Kharkiv, an attack authorities

said injured more than a dozen ci-
vilians.

The Kremlin’s claim came hours
after Ukraine’s foreign minister
vowed to gain full control over its
skies in 2024, as Russia’s full-scale
assault enters its third year.

Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second larg-
est city lying close to the Russian
border, has been under persist-
ent shelling since Russia launched
large-scale hostilities in Ukraine in
February 2022.

“On the evening of 16 January,
the armed forces of the Russian
Federation carried out a precision
strike on a temporary deployment
point of foreign militants in the city
of Kharkiv, the core of which were
French mercenaries,” the defence
ministry said in a statement.

The ministry claimed to have
killed dozens of foreign militants in
the attack and injured many more
but did not provide evidence.

The strikes tore into a multi-
storey building in central Kharkiv,
gutting the structure and leaving
debris strewn around the street
below.

Kharkiv region governor Oleg

Synegubov said that there were no
military targets in the area.

Officials in Kyiv have seen a
steep rise in civilian casualties
since December, as Moscow inten-
sifies air attacks, reversing a down-
ward trend seen earlier in 2023, the
United Nations has warned.

Ukraine’s  Foreign = Minister
Dmytro Kuleba yesterday said his
country’s priority for 2024 was to
gain control over its skies, where
Russian forces have had the upper
hand.

“In 2024, of course the priority
is to throw Russia from the skies”
Kuleba said in an address to the
World Economic Forum in Davos.

Kyiv has long pressured the West
to deliver advanced fighter jets to
support its troops entrenched in
the south and east of the country.

Responding to those calls,
French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron announced this week that
France would deliver a new batch
of around 40 SCALP long-range
cruise missiles as well as hundreds
of bombs as Kyiv fights the Russian
assault.

But even that pledge is limited
compared to the range of muni-
tions that Russian forces have re-
cently been raining down across
Ukraine.

“We are fighting a powerful en-
emy, a very big enemy that doesn’t
sleep;” Kuleba said.

“We defeated them on the land
in 2022. We defeated them in the

sea in 2023 and we are completely
focused on defeating them in the
air in 2024,” he told a discussion
panel at the forum in Switzerland.

Kuleba’s comments at the World
Economic Forum in Davos came
hours after Russian drone and mis-
sile attacks — including in Kharkiv
— wounded at least 20 people
across Ukraine and shelling killed
two civilians.

The barrage left massive craters
in the southern city of Odesa where
AFP journalists saw residential
buildings charred in the wake of
the assault.

Rescue workers hauled out vul-
nerable residents on stretchers
from housing blocks that had had
their windows blown out in the
Black Sea city, footage from emer-
gency services showed.

Yesterday, officials in the south-
ernregion of Kherson said one per-
son had been killed and another
injured by Russian shelling.

In the northeastern Kharkiv re-
gion, Governor Oleg Synegubov
said a woman was killed in Rus-
sian shelling on a village near the
border.

Aboy, aged 10, had to have alimb
amputated and a 14-year-old girl
received shrapnel wounds in the
attack, he added.

Russia has also been weathering
increased numbers of Ukrainian
strikes, particularly in border re-
gions where officials and residents
are bolstering defences.

European crew poised for private mission to International Space Station

An all-European crew including
Turkiye’s first astronaut are
poised to blast off to the
International Space Station in

a mission with Axiom Space, as
countries hungry for a taste of
space turnincreasingly to the
private sector.

The launch, Axiom’s third, is
scheduled to see the four-
member crew lift off in a SpaceX
Crew Dragon capsule fixed to
the top of a Falcon 9 rocket at
4:49pm local time today from the
Kennedy Space Center in Florida.
“It marks a new era of opportunity
for countries to join the
international space community”
and “shifts the paradigm of how
space agencies access LEO (low
Earth orbit), for exploration

and research in microgravity,”
Axiom Space’s chief of mission
integration and operations Derek
Hassmann said of Axiom Mission
3 (Ax-3). It is the first ISS mission
for Axiom where all three of the
paid seats have been bought by
national agencies, rather than

by wealthy individuals. Turkish
pilot and air force colonel Alper
Gezeravci is joined by Marcus

Wandt from Sweden, who will be
the second Swede in space, and
Walter Villadei, an Italian air force
colonel who has previously flown
to the edge of space on a Virgin
Galactic spaceplane.

The crew are led by Axiom’s Chief
Astronaut Michael Lopez-Alegria,
a Spanish and US citizen and
former Nasa astronaut.

The exact costs haven’t been
disclosed, but in 2018 when

the company first announced

the program, which involves
chartering SpaceX hardware and
paying Nasa for services, it set a
price tag of $55mn per seat.
More recently, Hungary was
reported by spacenews.com

to be planning a $100mn deal
with Axiom for a future mission
involving one astronaut.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan has displayed a keen
interest in the mission, presenting
Gezeravci to the Turkish public

in the run-up to his re-election
last year, and calling the 21-

year air force veteran a “heroic
Turkish pilot”. “We see it as a new
symbol of the growing, stronger
and assertive Turkiye,” Erdogan

said about the space mission

on Tuesday. Sweden’s Marcus
Wandt, meanwhile, applied for
the European Space Agency
(ESA) astronaut class of 2022 but
was made a reserve. Axiom-3
therefore allows Sweden to put its
second national in space.

The Axiom-3 team will join seven
crew currently aboard the ISS —
from Japan, Denmark, the United
States and Russia — and carry out
30 experiments, learning more
about the impact of microgravity
on the human body, advancing
industrial processes and more.
Axiom-3 was previously
scheduled to launch yesterday,
but SpaceX posted on X it was
holding another day to “complete
pre-launch checkouts and data
analysis on the vehicle.”

On Tuesday Benji Reed, the senior
director of human spaceflight at
SpaceX, said engineering teams
had discovered certain technical
issues in the way the Dragon
capsule’s landing parachutes
deployed, and how it was
attached to the Falcon 9 rocket,
but said both problems had been
resolved.

-
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a SceX Falcon 9 rocket is readied for launch of the Axiom Missio

3 to the International Space Station at Cape Canaveral, Florida yesterday. (Reuters)
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UDST welcomes ﬁrst group of Gaza students

By Joseph Varghese
Staff Reporter

group of eight students from

Aé’alestine, whose education

ot disrupted due to the on-

going crisis in Gaza, were welcomed

at the University of Doha for Sci-

ence and Technology (UDST) yes-
terday at a ceremony.

They were received by UDST
president Dr Salem Al-Naemi, Edu-
cation Above All (EAA) Foundation
CEO Fahad al-Sulaiti and the Min-
istry of Endowments (Awqaf) and
Islamic Affairs’ General Directorate
of Endowments director general
Sheikh Dr Khaled al-Thani.

In collaboration with EAA
through its Al Fakhoora Programme,
and with the support from the Gen-
eral Directorate of Endowments,
UDST is providing these students

Haiti’s pavmon opens at Expo 2023

with an opportumty to continue
their education in Qatar’s leading
applied university.

“We have already enrolled them
in different programmes and as a
university we extend our support to
them and welcome them to our pro-
grammes,” Dr Al-Naemi told Gulf
Times.

“We want to make sure that they
get the education that they have
missed. We hope that they will
graduate from here in flying colours
and go back to Palestine to rebuild
their country;” he said.

Dr Al-Naemi explained: “We are
open to accepting more students
from Palestine as some of the uni-
versities in Gaza have been de-
stroyed totally. If the students from
Palestine are coming, we will be able
to admit them in more numbers in
the Fall semester. We are work-
ing with EAA and those students

The newly admitted Palestinian students with dignitaries at UDST yesterday. PICTURE: Shaji Kayamkulam

interested in following a technical
programme that we offer, we will be
glad to admit them. We are provid-
ing them all the support such as ac-
ademic support, cognitive support
as well as academic support while
EAA takes care of the financial sup-

port for the students to complete
their studies”

Talal Alhathal, executive director
of Al Fakhoora programme noted:
"It is our honour to partner with
the University of Doha for Science
and Technology in providing edu-

cational opportunities for Palestin-
ian students affected by the crisis in
Gaza. We firmly believe in the power
of education to transform lives, and
through this collaboration, we are
committed to enabling these young
men and women to continue their

academic journeys, equipping them
with the tools and knowledge nec-
essary to build a better future for
themselves and their communities””

Sheikh Dr Khalid, affirmed that
the scholarship programme is in
collaboration and partnership with
EAA and partner universities. “The
initiative aims to support students
who have discontinued their studies
and to overcome obstacles for them
to complete their educational jour-
ney in Qatar through the partner
universities. This will significantly
impact their future lives when they
return to their countries and con-
tribute to building their community
through their academic achieve-
ments;” he added.

The newly admitted students will
have the opportunity to join UDST’s
wide range of programmes, span-
ning engineering, IT, business, and
health sciences.
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Haiti’s ambassador to Qatar Jean-Marie
Francois Junior Guillaume inaugurated his
country’s pavilion at the Expo 2023 Doha
Horticultural Exhibition, held under the
slogan ‘Green Desert, Better Environment’.
HE the Expo 2023 Doha Commissioner
General, ambassador Bader bin Omar al-Dafa,
and Secretary-General of the Expo 2023 Doha
engineer Mohamed Ali al-Khouri, participated
in the inauguration, in the presence of a
number of ambassadors, representatives

of diplomatic missions accredited to the
country, and commissioners of the pavilions
of participating countries.

The pavilion provides glimpses into the
reality, geography, heritage, culture, history

and wealth of this country located on the
Latin American continent, and shows its

strong commitment to efforts of preserving

the environment and its friendly practices,
as well as introducing visitors to the most

important national plants and crops, such as

mango, cocoa, coffee, papaya, and others.

It features samples of Haitian products and

industries, some of which are related to
heritage and daily life, such as textiles and
clothing, shoes, wood and leather goods,
furniture, jewellery, accessories, food, and
chemical products. Posters in the pavilion
also promote tourism in Haiti, a country of

white sand beaches, mountainous views, and
a warm climate throughout the year. (QNA)

Al Meera pavilion at Expo 2023 Doha
highlights eco-friendly practices

he pavilion of Al Meera Con-
Tsumer Goods Company at Expo

2023 Doha is attracting visitors
from around the world highlighting its
sustainable initiatives as part of the
participation as a platinum sponsor.

The expo, which will run until March
28 at Al Bidda Park under the theme
‘Green Desert, Better Environment) is
the first international horticultural ex-
hibition in Qatar and the Middle East
and North Africa.

Al Meera’s pavilion focuses on the
company’s ongoing efforts in the field
of sustainability and under its social
responsibility programme to reduce
carbon footprint and protect natural
resources.

The pavilion in the Family Zone is
divided into three sections. The first
revolves around some of Al Meera’s
sustainability initiatives and includes
the plastic bottle and aluminium can
reverse vending machine, battery bins
for visitors to dispose of their used bat -
teries, reusable shopping bags, online
sustainability games, and more.

The second area is dedicated to
children where they can actively
participate in many fun activities to

guide them towards a more sustain-
able lifestyle. The third section is the
only mini grocery at the expo to serve
visitors with a range of snacks, sand-
wiches, and essential needs.

In the sustainability field, Al
Meera has launched several initia-
tives, including deploying recycling
facilities for plastic bottles, cans,
and used batteries; offering reusable
shopping bags and organising beach

Al Meera pavilion is located in the Family Zone of Expo 2_023 Doha.

clean-ups, among others.

In addition, it launched the ‘Truth
Bottle’ campaign to emphasise the im-
portance of rationalising water con-
sumption. Al Meera is also in partner-
ship with local recycling organisations
that collect all types of paper, card-
board, and plastic crates used across all
the branches to minimise waste. Most
recently, Al Meera unveiled its first
electronic waste recycling station.
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Spend QR.50 & above on any IT & Electronics
products and get an E-Raffle Coupon to Win

2300,

ar.500 Safari Gift Voucher x 200 Winners

Promotion Started, Valid Untill: 31-01-2024

Lucky Draw on: 06-02-2024 ot Safari
iom ks avaliabis

Spend QR.50/- & get an E-Raffle

coupon to Win 6 kg Gold

Win 1 kg Gold in Every Lucky Draw

15!

: 250gram Gold
Prize

22 Carat Gold x 1 Winner

Prize

< 100gram Gold
Prize 22 carat Gold x 3 Winners

5" Lucky Draw on: 03-03-2024
ey at Safari Hypermarket, Industrial Area
Lo rrter 2021/5418

2™ 150gram Gold

22 Carat Gold x 3 Winners

PROMOTION STARTED, VALID UNTIL: 20-04-2024

www.facebook.com/safarihypermarket
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Fresh Salmon Norway kg
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Fresh Mackerel Oman kg

P58l 2000 by liilolpin
Germania Frozen Duck 2kg
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Purchase limit may apply, Offer valid until stock last only awasin Mas s gle Gayell Sbyidall sgas Slis (98 45

it |)_|l[Ef|‘“)Ja_wgeJLb@)_Loa

Fresh Prawns Medium (30/40) Iran 1kg
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Fresh Sea Bream Doha Tkg

Per Customer 2pcs Only*

(02 0. \j\_ll_kl_l glaa Aladl ) Jaalls
Thalassery Chicken Dum Biryani 500gm
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Rozana Basmati Rice 5kg
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Fresh Crab Male Doha 1kg

—

www.instagram.com/safarimallgatar
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Safari Mall, Abu Hamour, Tel: +974 44191441, Safari Hypermarket, Salwa Road, Tel: +974 44099088, Safari Hypermarket,
Al Khor, Tel: +974 44482555, Safari Hypermarket, Barwa Village, Tel: +974 44118704, Safari Hypermarket, Industrial Area, Tel: +974 44689058

SAFARI

Wonrlil Class Shapping Expericnce
Qatar
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24| gjlb dngall pg)l8 dlow
Fresh Sea Bass Doha 1kg

sl phasll giliusl gpa pal
Pakistan Beef with Bone 1kg

5) wbis hlail @jgo

MQrgh _Angara Kebab (Chicken) 250gm
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