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Amir to meet South 
African president 
tomorrow

UN flags lowered to
mourn Gaza victims

US forces in Syria 
attacked

Jordan king rejects
occupation of Gaza

Sunak sacks Suella, 
Cameron back in govt

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
will meet at the Amir Diwan 
tomorrow with South African 
President Cyril Ramaphosa and 
the accompanying delegation.
His Highness the Amir will 
hold talks with President 
Ramaphosa pertaining to 
bilateral relations and ways 
to enhance and develop 
them, in addition to signing 
a number of memorandums 
of understanding. The South 
African president will arrive in 
Doha today on a state visit to the 
country. (QNA)

The United Nations (UN) 
lowered the flags at half-mast 
at its headquarters around the 
world yesterday, calling for a 
minute’s silence for the UN’s 
workers killed in Gaza. Flags flew 
at half-mast at the UN’s off ices 
and missions in Doha, joining 
the worldwide mourning of the 
killing of the UN employees 
and mourning the martyrdom 
of innocent men, women and 
children in Gaza. The blue and 
white flag of the UN was lowered 
around the world the day after 
the organisation announced 
that 101 of its employees had 
been killed in a bombing that 
targeted the headquarters of the 
UN’s Development Programme 
in Gaza.

US and international forces 
in northeastern Syria were 
attacked with drones and 
rockets at least four times in the 
past 24 hours, a US off icial said 
yesterday. US forces came under 
attack three times on Sunday 
evening, including near the Al 
Omar Oil field and at a US base 
at Al-Shaddadi. US and coalition 
troops have been attacked at 
least 40 times in Iraq and Syria 
since early October. 

Jordan’s King Abdullah rejected 
any plans by Israel to occupy 
parts of Gaza or to create 
security zones within the 
enclave, saying the root cause 
of the crisis was Israel’s denial 
of Palestinians’ “legitimate 
rights”, state media said 
yesterday. The king said the 
war-ravaged enclave of Gaza 
should not be severed by Israel 
from the other Palestinian 
Territories. The monarch 
told the politicians that the 
“root of the crisis was Israel’s 
occupation of Palestinian 
territories and its denial of 
Palestinians legitimate rights”.

British Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak brought back former 
leader David Cameron as foreign 
minister yesterday in a reshuff le 
triggered by his firing of interior 
minister Suella Braverman after 
her criticism of police threatened 
his authority. The reshuff le 
followed growing criticism of 
Braverman from lawmakers. His 
hand was forced when the ever-
controversial Braverman defied 
him last week in an unauthorised 
article accusing police of “double 
standards” at protests, suggesting 
they were tough on right-wing 
demonstrators, but easy on pro-
Palestinian marchers. Page 9

Al Wakrah: 4411 1133

Dr. Eswar
MBBS, MD (General Medicine)
DM (Gastroenterology)

WELCOME
Our New Expert
Gastroenterologist

Department of Gastroenterology

Now Available in Al Wakrah

A wounded Palestinian woman from the Baraka family is surrounded by her children 
upon their arrival at Nasser Hospital in Khan Yunis in the southern Gaza Strip following 
Israeli air strikes that hit their building yesterday.

Israeli tanks take 
position outside 
Gaza hospital
Reuters
Gaza/Jerusalem

Israeli tanks took up positions at the gates 
of Gaza City’s main hospital yesterday, 
the primary target in their battle to seize 

control of the northern half of the Gaza Strip, 
where medics said patients including new-
borns were dying for lack of fuel. 

Gaza health ministry spokesperson Ashraf 
al-Qidra, who was inside Al Shifa hospital, 
said 32 patients had died in the past three days, 
including three newborn babies, as a result of 
the siege of the hospital and lack of power.

At least 650 patients were still inside, des-
perate to be evacuated to another medical fa-
cility by the Red Cross or some other neutral 
agency. Israel says the hospital sits atop tun-
nels housing a headquarters for Hamas fi ght-
ers using patients as shields, which Hamas 
denies.

“The tanks are in front of the hospital. We 
are under full blockade. It’s a totally civilian 
area. Only hospital facility, hospital patients, 
doctors and other civilians staying in the 
hospital. Someone should stop this,” a sur-
geon at the hospital, Dr Ahmed El Mokhal-
lalati, said by telephone.

 US President Joe Biden said yesterday that 
the Al Shifa hospital in Gaza City must be 
protected and that he hopes there will be less 
intrusive action there. 

 Since Israel launched its campaign last 
month, thousands of Gazans have been 
killed and two thirds of the population made 
homeless. Israel has ordered the total evacu-
ation of the northern half of Gaza. 

Since Israeli ground forces entered Gaza 
in late October and quickly surrounded Gaza 
City, fi ghting has been concentrated in a 

tightening circle around Al Shifa, the en-
clave’s biggest hospital.

There was also fresh concern that the war 
could spread beyond Gaza, with an upsurge 
of clashes on Israel’s northern border with 
Lebanon, and the United States launching 
air strikes on Iran-linked militia targets in 
neighbouring Syria.

Gun battle at second hospital

Fighting also took place at a second major 
hospital in northern Gaza, Al-Quds, which 
has also stopped functioning. The Palestin-
ian Red Crescent said the hospital was sur-
rounded by heavy gunfi re, and a convoy sent 
to evacuate patients and staff  had been un-
able to reach it.

UN agency UNRWA is now housing around 
800,000 people in Gaza, or half of those 
made homeless by the fi ghting. It said its 
emergency fuel depot for the enclave had fi -
nally run dry and it would soon be unable to 
run ambulances, resupply hospitals, provide 
drinking water or pump sewage.

The confl ict has raised fears of a broader 
confl agration. Page 8

Patients and internally displaced people are pictured at Al Shifa hospital in Gaza City.

The death toll in the Gaza Strip 
rose to 11,240 yesterday, according 
to the media office of the Hamas-
controlled government in the Israeli-
besieged enclave. The toll since Oct. 
7 includes 4,630 children and 3,130 
women, according to the media office 
spokesperson.

450 fi rms to participate in Made in Qatar exhibition

Some 450 companies from 
diff erent industries in the 
country are slated to partici-

pate in the Made in Qatar exhibi-
tion, Qatar Chamber chairman 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim al-Thani 
announced in a statement yester-
day.

According to Sheikh Khalifa, 
who is also chairman of the exhi-
bition’s Higher Committee, the 
participating companies will be 
representing the following sec-
tors: food, petrochemicals, serv-
ices, and small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs), among other 
industries.

Sheikh Khalifa said almost all 
preparations needed for the expo 
are complete and that the exhibi-
tion, which spans 30,000sq m, has 
witnessed a broad turnout of par-
ticipating industrial companies.

Held under the patronage of 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, the 
ninth edition of the exhibition is 
organised by the Qatar Chamber, 
in co-operation with the Ministry 
of Commerce & Industry (MoCI), 
from November 29 to December 2 
at the Doha Exhibition and Con-
vention Centre (DECC).

He said the exhibition will also 
feature panel sessions that will 
address issues and challenges re-
lated to the development of the lo-
cal industry.

These include, during the fi rst 
day, ‘The Future of Industry in 
Qatar’, featuring speakers from 
MoCI, Qatar Development Bank 

(QDB), Qatar General Organisa-
tion for Standards and Metrology, 
Investment Promotion Agency 
Qatar (IPA Qatar), Qatar Free 
Zones Authority (QFZ), and Qatar 
Chamber.

Three seminars will highlight 
the second day focusing on lo-
calisation with speakers from 
QatarEnergy; the Ministry of Fi-
nance, the Public Works Author-
ity (Ashghal) and Kahramaa; and 
Katara Hospitality.

On the third day, a seminar ti-
tled ‘Investment Seminar to Sup-
port Qatari Entrepreneurs’ will 
be held, while the last day will in-
clude an interactive seminar with 
speakers from the Qatar Science 
& Technology Park (QSTP), QDB, 
and GS1 Qatar.

The exhibition aims to provide 
visitors with the opportunity to 

gain insights into the latest prod-
ucts and services within the in-
dustrial sector. Participants will 
have the chance to engage with 
industry experts and investors, 
get acquainted with the successful 
companies operating in the state, 
and understand their capacity for 
developing their businesses.

It also aims to enhance the Qa-
tari industry, support the state’s 
eff orts towards industrial devel-
opment, promote Qatari products 
and industry both domestically 
and globally, encourage the utili-
sation of local products, decrease 
reliance on imported items, and 
stimulate investors to invest in in-
dustrial projects.

This year’s edition will focus on 
attracting domestic and foreign 
investments into Qatar’s indus-
trial sector.

Qatar Chamber chairman Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Jassim al-Thani

Held under the patronage of

The exhibition, to be held The exhibition, to be held 
from Nov 29 to Dec 2 at the from Nov 29 to Dec 2 at the 
DECC, will feature panel DECC, will feature panel 
sessions that will address sessions that will address 
challenges related to the challenges related to the 
development of local development of local 
industryindustry

Qatar condemns bombing
of Gaza reconstruction HQ
QNA
Doha

Qatar strongly condemned the Israeli 
occupation forces’ shelling of the 
Qatar Committee for the Recon-

struction of Gaza’s headquarters, consid-
ering it a clear violation of international 
law and an extension of the occupation’s 
approach in targeting civilians and civil-
ian infrastructure, including hospitals, 
schools, population centres, and shelters 
for displaced persons.

In a statement yesterday, the Ministry of 
Foreign Aff airs emphasised that the bomb-
ing of the Qatar Committee for the Recon-
struction of Gaza’s headquarters is an ex-
tension of the policy of targeting civilians, 
especially since this committee has worked 
through its projects to alleviate the suff er-

ing of the population in the besieged Gaza 
Strip due to the long blockade and ongoing 
aggression.

The ministry underscored the urgent 
need for the international community to 
hold Israel accountable for its repeated 
crimes against civilians and civilian infra-
structure and pressure it to comply with 
international laws.

The Ministry of Foreign Aff airs also 
called on the Israeli occupation to stop 
providing insubstantial justifi cations for 
targeting civilian facilities, health insti-
tutions, civilians, while using misleading 
information. The ministry underlined that 
such actions are unacceptable under any 
circumstance, and it cannot justify target-
ing the committee’s headquarters, which 
has been involved in the reconstruction of 
what the occupation has destroyed in its 
repeated wars on the Gaza Strip.

Death toll reaches 11,240
 including 4,630 children 

GCC Secretary-General Jasem Mohamed al-Budaiwi, condemned the bombing by the Israeli 
occupation forces of the headquarters of the Qatar Committee for the Reconstruction of 
Gaza, stressing that this bombing is further evidence of the brutality and recklessness of the 
occupation forces and their continued violation of international treaties, laws and norms.
The Saudi Ministry of Foreign Aff airs condemned in the strongest terms the blatant targeting 
of the headquarters of the Qatar Committee for the Reconstruction of Gaza in occupied 
Palestine by the Israeli occupation forces. Kuwait’s Ministry of Foreign Aff airs expressed 
Kuwait’s condemnation of the bombing of headquarters of the Qatar Committee for the 
Reconstruction of Gaza by the Israeli occupation forces, in a new violation committed within 
a series of heinous crimes targeting Palestinian civilians and civilian facilities.
Jordan’s Ministry of Foreign Aff airs and Expatriate Aff airs also condemned Israel’s continued 
violations of international law, its crimes against civilians, and its repeated attacks on 
hospitals and civilian objects, the latest of which was the bombing of the headquarters of the 
Qatar Committee for the Reconstruction of Gaza.(QNA) Page 8

Saudi, Kuwait, Jordan, GCC censure bombing



The Ministry of Interior revealed 
that 1,900 participants benefited 
from the lectures and awareness 
activities provided by the Traff ic 
Awareness Department of the 
General Directorate of Traff ic 
during October, through 27 
events dedicated to safe driving 
programmes.
In a statement, the ministry ex-
plained that these events aimed 
to raise traff ic awareness among 
various segments of society. 

They sought to change their 
traff ic behaviour to ensure their 
safety and protection from risks. 
The activities aimed to famil-
iarise them with the economic, 
social, and health risks resulting 
from traff ic accidents. The events 
targeted school students, kinder-
garten children, universities, mili-
tary and civilian colleges, as well 
as personnel from ministries, 
authorities, government entities, 
private sector companies, driv-

ing schools, and communities.
The ministry pointed out that, 
during the events, the beneficiar-
ies were informed about traff ic 
laws and etiquette, highlighting 
common mistakes that lead to 
serious road accidents. Partici-
pants were educated about the 
requirements of safe driving, 
how to avoid traff ic accidents, 
and the importance of wear-
ing seat belts. Emphasis was 
placed on avoiding the use of 

mobile phones while driving and 
other violations and risky traff ic 
behaviours.
On another note, the Traff ic 
Awareness Department of the 
General Directorate of Traff ic 
participated in the 8th Youth 
Hobbies Conference and AI 
Exhibition, while awareness 
segments were broadcasted on 
the Urdu radio, and a campaign 
for the Winter Camping Season 
2023/2024 was launched. (QNA)
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HE the Minister of State for 
Foreign Aff airs Sultan bin Saad 
al-Muraikhi received copies 
of credentials of Uruguay’s 
ambassador Marcelo Esteban 
Gerona Morales and Tanzanian 
ambassador Mohamed Habibu 
Awesi. HE al-Muraikhi wished 
the ambassadors success in 
their duties, assuring them 
of providing all support to 
advance the relations between 
Qatar and their respective 
countries to a closer 
co-operation in various fields.

Al-Muraikhi receives copies of credentials of Uruguay, Tanzania envoys

Amir’s speech expressed feelings 
of all Arab-Islamic peoples: Shura
QNA
Doha 

The Shura Council held yes-
terday its ordinary weekly 
session, under the chair-

manship of its Speaker HE Hassan 
bin Abdullah al-Ghanem. At the 
outset of the session, the Coun-
cil appreciated the participation 
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, along 
with heads of state and heads of 
delegations, in the Joint Arab-
Islamic Extraordinary summit, 
which was held in Riyadh on Sat-
urday.

The Council praised the con-
tents of His Highness the Amir’s 
speech, which expressed the feel-
ings of all Arab and Islamic peoples 
and peace-loving peoples of the 
world, by pointing out the failure 
of the international community 
to take action that would stop the 
massacres and put an end to the 
hostile war on Gaza Strip. The 
Council also hailed His Highness’ 
call on the UN to dispatch crews to 
conduct an immediate investiga-
tion into the claims and allegations 
used by Israel to permit the bomb-
ing of hospitals in Gaza.

The Council also praised the af-
fi rmation in the Amir’s speech of 
Qatar’s fi rm and historical position 
in support of the steadfastness of 
the brotherly Palestinian people 
and their just cause as well as His 
Highness’ call for urgently reach-
ing a humanitarian ceasefi re, per-
manently opening safe humanitar-
ian crossings to deliver aid without 
obstacles or conditions, and His 

Highness’ emphasis that the only 
sustainable solution to this is-
sue is the one that establishes the 
foundations of justice in accord-
ance with the resolutions of inter-
national legitimacy and the Arab 
Peace Initiative.

In this regard, HE the Shura 
Council Speaker asserted that the 
Amir’s speech before the sum-
mit was marked by candidness 
and transparency, it ushered in a 
novel historical era in addressing 
the Palestinian predicament and 
standing up against the marginali-
sation perpetuated by the occupy-
ing entity. He said that it was an 
expression of the consciences of all 
free peoples, and that it included 
strong contents calling on the Arab 
and Islamic worlds to take action 
and take a fi rm stance and deter-
rent measures within international 
legitimacy and based on the politi-
cal, economic and popular weight 
they have.

In the same context, the Shura 
Council condemned the contin-
ued massacres perpetuated by the 
occupying entity against the de-
fenceless Palestinian people, its 
continued destruction of all forms 
of life in Gaza, and its continued 
bombing of population centres and 
educational and health facilities to 
which civilians took refuge believ-
ing that they were safe from the 
crimes of the occupying entity in 
accordance with international law 
and humanitarian norms.

The Council denounced the in-
ternational community’s failure to 
stop the massacres that claimed 
more than 11,000 lives, 70% of 
whom were women and children, 

expressing its categorical rejection 
of forced displacement of the resi-
dents of northern Gaza and all the 
brotherly Palestinian people from 
their land, and pushing them to 
neighbouring countries.

The Council warned against the 
consequences of leading such pol-
icy, as it is considered a war crime 
against humanity prohibited by in-
ternational law. Furthermore, the 
Council underlined the need for 
world parliaments and parliamen-
tary unions to take action to pro-
tect the Palestinian people from 
the ongoing crimes, violations and 
massacres committed by the Israeli 
occupation forces. 

After that, HE the Secretary-
General of the Shura Council Dr 
Ahmed bin Nasser al-Fadala read 
out the session’s agenda, and the 
minutes of the previous session 
were approved. During the ses-
sion, the Council discussed the 

response of the General Secretariat 
of the Council of Ministers to the 
proposal submitted by the Council 
related to the topic  “The phenom-
enon of Qatari teachers’ unwilling-
ness to join the teaching career,” 
the topic that the Council raised in 
its fi rst session of the current leg-
islative term, as part of a request 
for general discussion submitted 
by a number of the members.

The Shura Council had dis-
cussed in previous sessions the 
aforementioned topic, and in its 
previous session, it concluded 
by submitting a proposal at the 
request of the esteemed govern-
ment, which included the Coun-
cil’s views and proposals regarding 
the aforementioned topic.

The proposal included a number 
of views and proposals that would 
contribute to reducing this phe-
nomenon and developing solu-
tions for it. After reviewing the 

response of the General Secre-
tariat of the Council of Ministers 
to the proposal submitted by the 
Council, it decided to refer it to the 
Cultural Aff airs and Information 
Committee to study it and provide 
the Council with its conclusions 
regarding it.

The Council also reviewed a 
draft law amending some provi-
sions of Law No 9 of 1987 on Con-
trol and Regulation of Control 
and Regulation of Narcotic Drugs 
and Dangerous Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDDPS) as referred to it 
by the esteemed government, and 
after extensive discussions on it, 
the Council approved the afore-
mentioned draft law.

In another context, HE the Shura 
Council Speaker briefed the mem-
bers on the results and outcomes 
of the 17th periodic meeting of 
Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC) 
Speakers of Shura, Representa-
tives, National and Ummah Coun-
cils, which was held in Doha last 
Tuesday. Within this framework, 
HE the Speaker referred to the ac-
tive participation in the meeting 
by the heads of the Gulf legislative 
councils, in an eff ort to enhance 
co-operation and integration be-
tween the councils in support-
ing joint Gulf action, in addition 
to emphasising the importance of 
co-ordination and unifying posi-
tions and visions in regional and 
international parliamentary fo-
rums regarding issues of priority to 
the GCC countries.

He said that the results of the 
meeting focused on supporting 
the just causes of the brotherly 
Palestinian people so that they 

regain all their legitimate rights, 
most importantly the establish-
ment of their independent state in 
accordance with the resolutions of 
international legitimacy and the 
Arab Peace Initiative, in addition 
to emphasising the rejection, de-
nunciation and condemnation of 
the barbaric aggression, genocide 
and brutal massacres committed 
by the Israeli occupation forces in 
Gaza and throughout the occupied 
Palestinian territories, demanding 
the need to stop the aggression and 
protect the brotherly Palestinian 
people, and the need to allow the 
rapid entry of aid into the Gaza 
Strip without obstacles.

HE the Speaker thanked all 
the parties and institutions that 
contributed to the success of the 
meeting of the heads of the Gulf 
legislative councils, praising their 
eff orts in this aspect.

On the other hand, the Council 
reviewed the report on the par-
ticipation of Eng Ahmad bin Hitmi 
al-Hitmi and Mohamed bin Fahad 
al-Musallam in the meeting of the 
Standing Committee on Budget 
and Planning of the Asian Parlia-
mentary Assembly (APA), which 
was hosted by the Iranian capital, 
Tehran, last July.

Al-Hitmi said that the Council 
delegation also participated in the 
second session of the APA’s Work-
ing Group on Statutory Document, 
that touched on enhancing the as-
sociation’s work and building its 
capabilities, as well as discussing 
the institutional steps that will be 
taken to enhance the association’s 
effi  ciency and organisational ca-
pacity. (QNA)

The Shura Council in session.

Labour ministry receives 25,387 work permit applications for Oct
QNA
Doha

The Work Permits Depart-
ment at the Ministry of La-
bour received over 25,000 

requests for new recruitment, 
general and private work permits, 
and job modifi cations during Oc-
tober. 

The October statistical bulle-
tin showed that the Work Permits 
Department received about 25,387 
applications, including 5,003 ap-
plications for new recruitment, 
15,409 applications for general 
work permits (extension of the 

Identifi cation number), and 1,023 
applications for private work 
permits (sponsorship of their 
relatives/Gulf citizens/inves-
tor/benefi ciary of property...). 
Meanwhile. the total number of 
requests to modify the profession 
reached 3,952 requests.

Regarding inspection visits to 
labour recruitment offi  ces, the 
statistical bulletin showed that 
the ministry carried out about 
312 inspection visits to recruit-
ment offi  ces, 281 of which ended 
without recording observations, 
and 29 warnings were issued to 
remove a violation, ban one offi  ce, 
one record and one report.

In October, the Labour Inspec-
tion Department carried out in-
tensive inspection campaigns to 
monitor the extent of establish-
ments’ compliance with the laws 
and ministerial decisions con-
cerned with regulating the labour 
market in the country, with a to-
tal number of inspection visits of 
5,275 visits in various areas, which 

resulted in issuing a warning to 
1,008 companies to remove the 
violation, while 607 reports of 
violations recorded against com-
panies. 

Regarding labour complaints, 
the statistical bulletin showed 
that the Labour Disputes Depart-
ment received about 3,664 com-
plaints from the facility’s work-

ers against the establishment, of 
which 585 complaints were set-
tled, and 262 complaints were re-
ferred to labour dispute resolution 
committees. The Labour Disputes 
Department also received 113 re-
ports from the public, all of which 
were settled.

According to the monthly sta-
tistical bulletin regarding labour 

dispute settlement committees, 
the number of cases referred to 
the dispute settlement commit-
tees during the past month stood 
at 262 cases, and the total number 
of decisions issued by the labour 
dispute settlement committees 
reached 507 decisions. 

Regarding employment con-
tracts, the statistical bulletin 
showed that the Labour Rela-
tions Department received about 
74,961 applications to authenti-
cate employment contracts, all of 
which were approved, while the 
number of approved secondments 
of worker applications amounted 
to 2,677 applications.

In October, the Labour Inspection Department carried out 
intensive inspection campaigns to monitor the extent of 
establishments’ compliance with the laws and ministerial 
decisions concerned with regulating the labour market 
in the country

MoI: 1,900 benefit from awareness lectures of Traffic Dept
Public and private secondary schools that apply national standards 
will begin the preparation and holding of the assessment tests for the 
2023-2024 academic year from Nov 20 to 29 according to standards and 
regulations by the Department of Students Assessment at the Ministry 
of Education and Higher Education (MoEHE). The MoEHE explained 
that through the assessment tests, students will be familiarised with 
the format of the tests and question patterns, as well as identify their 
strengths and weaknesses. The assessment tests will include estimat-
ing and monitoring grades, issuing reports on the students’ results and 
publishing them on the school’s website so they can serve as an initial 
experience for the students to prepare them to achieve high grades in 
the actual tests.  Director of the Department of Students Assessment 
Ibrahim Abdullah al-Muhannadi expressed the importance of these tests 
in preparing students. He asks the students to take them seriously and 
to benefit from them in the best possible way. Al-Muhannadi also noted 
the eff orts made by the school administrations and teachers in prepar-
ing and holding the assessment tests internally for the first time. (QNA)

MoEHE assessment tests
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The Ministry of Endowments (Awqaf) and Islamic Aff airs announced on Sunday the winner of the 
international branch of Sheikh Jassim bin Mohamed bin Thani Noble Qur’an Competition Awwal Al Awael 
(First of the First) in its second edition. The announcement was made during the closing ceremony of 
the competition, in the presence of HE the Minister of Endowments and Islamic Aff airs Ghanem bin 
Shaheen bin Ghanem al-Ghanem, a number of prominent Islamic figures, and a group of famous scholars 
and reciters from countries around the world. The QR1mn award was won by Mohamed Saad Abdel 
Jalil Abdel Qawi from Egypt. During his remarks at the closing ceremony, Chairman of the Competition 
Organising Committee Nasser Yousef al-Sulaiti said that the competition was a great success with the 
enthusiasm of its off icials and the dedication of its workers. (QNA)

QR1mn award for winner of Qur’an contest
Qatar Media Corporation 
(QMC) CEO HE Sheikh 
Abdulaziz bin Thani al-
Thani received in his off ice, 
Chinese embassy charge 
d’aff aires Chen Yue. During 
the meeting, aspects of co-
operation between the two 
friendly countries in the field 
of media were discussed, 
especially the radio and 
television. A QMC delegation 
will participate in the Arab-
Chinese Forum in the field 
of radio and television, 
being held in China between 
December 11 and 13, 2023.

QMC CEO receives Chinese diplomat

QM participates in Qatar 
Sustainability Week 2023
Qatar Sustainability Week 

(QSW) 2023, held from No-
vember 4-11, witnessed a 

series of activities arranged by Qa-
tar Museums (QM), aimed at rais-
ing awareness, inspiring change, 
and promoting sustainable prac-
tices. 

These included a number of in-
ternal activities for staff , as well as 
two workshops that with engaged 
local schools.  Activities for staff  
included a sustainability ‘hacka-
thon’ that saw a number of QM 
employees brainstorm and develop 
innovative solutions to address 
local sustainability and environ-
mental challenges. 

Other activities for staff  included 
a clean-up operation of QM’s ar-
chaeological sites; the implemen-
tation of measures to encourage pa-
perless offi  ce practices, advocating 
for digital documentation, e-sig-
natures, and electronic communi-
cation; a bike commuting challenge 
with incentives and recognition 
off ered for participants; and the in-
troduction of several sustainability 
pledges, urging employees to take 
actions such as cutting down on 
single-use plastics. 

For schools, QM opened its doors 
to students in Grades 5-8 in a lively 
session which encouraged them to 
create artworks highlighting envi-

ronmental issues and promoting 
sustainability. Another interactive 
workshop was held for students in 
Grades 9-12, aimed at promoting 
sustainability in daily life. 

Engineer Dhabya Jamal Sayar, 
director of Facilities Management 
at QM, said: “Our sustainability 
initiatives are an integral part of 
our mission, and we are excited to 
have the opportunity to educate, 
inspire, and create lasting change 
in the pursuit of a more sustain-
able future.”

QM has earned numerous in-
ternational and regional accolades 
in recognition of its commitment 
to eco-initiatives and sustain-

able operations. This outstanding 
achievement includes three pres-
tigious awards at the 2023 Inter-
national Beautiful Buildings Green 
Apple Awards in the UK and the 
“Overall Winner” award, along 
with three awards in the Green 
Building category at the Gulf Sus-
tainability Awards 2023. 

QM’s Museum of Islamic Art 
made history by becoming the 
fi rst-ever carbon-neutral certifi ed 
museum in the Middle East region. 
This remarkable accomplishment 
underscores QM’s dedication to 
environmental responsibility and 
its leadership in promoting sus-
tainable practices.

Katara: Artists from 61 
countries to partake in 
Qatar arts festival
The Cultural Village Foun-

dation – Katara has an-
nounced that the 5th Qatar 

International Arts Festival 2023 
will take place from November 
20-25 in the Cultural Zone of 
Expo 2023 Doha at Al Bidda Park, 
with the participation of 304 art-
ists from 61 countries worldwide.

The festival, organised in col-
laboration with MAPS Interna-
tional WLL and in partnership 
with Expo 2023 Doha, encom-
passes 12 events showcasing a 
range of creative works including 
painting, music, sculpture, fash-
ion shows, conferences, and ar-
tistic workshops.

Speaking to the Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), General Manager 
of Katara Prof Khaled bin Ibra-
him al-Sulaiti said that the 2023 
exceptional edition of the Qatar 
International Arts Festival will be 

held at Al Bidda Park concurrently 
with the global event Expo 2023 
Doha. He added that organising 
the festival in the cultural zone of 
Expo 2023 Doha is an investment 
in this global event to introduce 
the audience to the local, regional, 
and global cultural aspects. He 

added that the cultural partner-
ship between Katara and MAPS 
International has yielded this fes-
tival, creating a distinctive global 
artistic environment that facili-
tates the meeting of artists, al-
lowing them to benefi t from each 
other’s experiences.

Prof al-Sulaiti emphasised that 
Katara serves as a hub for creativ-
ity and creators, adding that it’s 
always open to initiatives that 
contribute to enriching the cul-
tural scene in Qatar. Founder and 

President of MAPS International 
Rashmi Agarwal said that the 
upcoming global event off ers a 
professional platform for artists 
from Qatar and around the world, 
adding that the 2023 edition wit-
nesses the participation of 12 glo-
bal galleries. (QNA)

Prof Khaled bin Ibrahim al-Sulaiti Rashmi Agarwal

Bright future for Qatari jewellery designers
By Joey Aguilar
Staff  Reporter

Renowned jewellery designer 
Nada bint Khamis al-Sulaiti 
is not only creating exquisite 

pieces but also fostering a vision 
for the future of Qatari design-
ers. Citing the limitless possibili-
ties that lie ahead for aspiring and 
emerging designers in the coun-
try, the Hairaat Jewellery found-
er stressed: “The future is very 
bright. Designers in Qatar have a 
great opportunity to shine. The 
world is waiting.”

Featured in Qatar Tourism’s lat-
est initiative, “Voices of Qatar”, al-
Sulaiti serves as a shining example 
of success, spotlighting the valu-
able contributions of local talents 
to the nation’s history, present, 
and future. In her Youtube video, 

she underscored the signifi cance 
of cultural roots. She encouraged 
designers to embrace their herit-
age, saying: “Embrace your cul-
ture, love your tradition, and cre-
ate something that people will fall 
in love with.”

As a fi rst-generation jeweller, 
al-Sulaiti says she draws inspira-
tion from her upbringing in the 
desert, near the sea, and believes 
in translating the hidden beauty of 
Qatar into wearable art. The trans-
formation of these elements into 
modern jewellery that suits con-
temporary tastes has set Hairaat 
apart in the competitive industry.

She challenges the notion that 
creativity is solely connected to 
design, asserting that it is intrinsi-
cally linked to collaboration. Being 
part of the vibrant creative indus-
try in Doha, she said she feels for-
tunate as it continuously pushes 

her to explore new horizons.
A proud product of the Young 

Qatari Designer initiative, she es-
tablished her jewellery brand and 
became a regular exhibitor at the 

annual Doha Jewellery and Watch-
es Exhibition. Al-Sulaiti’s journey 
from nurturing her passion since 
childhood to receiving interna-
tional awards and establishing 

Hairaat Jewellery has made her an 
epitome of success in the Qatari 
design scene. 

One of her crowning achieve-
ments was the exhibition of the 

Sakura Necklace in 2015, a com-
missioned piece that earned her 
two international awards: the 
‘Merit Award in International Jew-
ellery Design Excellence’ in Hong 
Kong in 2017 and the ‘Golden 
Award from A’ Design’ in 2015. 

Specialising in bespoke jewel-
lery, al-Sulaiti attests that this ex-
quisite piece was key in propelling 
her career to greater heights and 
opening doors to new opportuni-
ties. 

She also expresses gratitude for 
the Young Qatari Designer ini-
tiative, underlining its role in sup-
porting and promoting the work 
of Qatari jewellery designers. Ac-
cording to al-Sulaiti, the initiative 
serves as an important platform for 
emerging talents, providing them 
with the chance to showcase their 
collections alongside renowned 
luxury brands.

Nada bint Khamis al-Sulaiti is 
featured in Qatar Tourism’s latest 
initiative, “Voices of Qatar”. Hairaat’s Qatar-inspired designs.

The Public Works Authority (Ashghal) has organised an educational visit to the Doha North Water 
Treatment Plant for students from Oryx International College in co-operation with the Liverpool John 
Moores University-UK. The students toured several sections of the plant, learned about the daily 
operations and how to produce high-quality treated water that complies with international standards, 
which is reused for the irrigation of green areas and public places. The students also surveyed the 
green environment surrounding the station, where Ashghal had planted up to 95,000 trees over an 
area of 12sq km.

Ashghal educational tour for students

QRCS organises advanced regional 
humanitarian negotiation workshop

Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) opened an 
advanced regional workshop on ‘Frontline 
Humanitarian Negotiation Management’, co-

organised by the International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) and the Geneva-based Centre of Com-
petence on Humanitarian Negotiation (CCHN).

Announced open by Faisal Mohamed al-Emadi, 
acting secretary-general of QRCS; and Basma Taba-
ja, head of ICRC mission in Qatar; the ceremony was 
attended by Dr Mohamed Salah Ibrahim, director of 
Relief and International Development Division at 
QRCS; Yara Khawaja, Humanitarian Aff airs Adviser 
at ICRC mission in Qatar; and humanitarian negotia-
tion experts.

The four-day workshop is attended by representa-
tives of Qatar’s Regulatory Authority for Charitable 
Activities, Qatar Fund for Development, Qatar Char-
ity, the Saudi Red Crescent Authority, and Kuwait 
Red Crescent Society, as well as specialised person-
nel from QRCS’ headquarters and representation of-
fi ce in Somalia.

In his opening speech, al-Emadi said: “This 
workshop represents our continued commitment to 
strengthening our humanitarian negotiation capac-
ity and enhancing regional co-operation with col-
leagues from various National Societies, as well as 
local and international partners.”

He added: “Negotiation is a key everyday life skill 
for individuals, organisations, and communities. We 
believe that developing this skill will help overcome 
many of obstacles facing us as humanitarian provid-
ers. The mechanisms of humanitarian negotiation 
and misinformation control will enable us to deliver 
humanitarian assistance more eff ectively and meet 
the needs of more vulnerable people.”

Tabaja said: “Right now, our ICRC colleagues are 

conducting frontline negotiations in Gaza and many 
other places. Negotiation is crucial, and we at ICRC 
have numerous examples of this from past experi-
ence. It is necessary for everyone to pay attention to 
this area and realise why and when it is important. 
Sometimes, negotiation takes place at a checkpoint, 
in a meeting room, or with armed people. You may be 
negotiating to release prisoners. Negotiation can last 
for several weeks, just to be announced briefl y in the 
news. It can be successful or not, but failure can have 
serious outcomes, especially when you know that 
many lives depend on you.”

The four-day workshop builds on the successful 
basic regional workshop on ‘Frontline Humanitarian 
Negotiation Management’, held October 3-5, 2022. 
It aims at enhancing the participants’ humanitarian 
negotiation training, planning, management, and 
practice skills, through case studies, group discus-
sions, simulation, and the standard tools of CCHN.



4 Gulf Times
Tuesday, November 14, 2023

QATAR

QBRI refutes 
consanguinity as
autism risk factor
A recent study conducted by Hamad 

Bin Khalifa University’s (HBKU) 
Qatar Biomedical Research Insti-

tute (QBRI) has challenged existing beliefs 
about consanguinity, the practice of mar-
rying within the family, and its association 
with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD). 

Despite previous studies suggesting a 
potential link, this new research, based on 
data from Qatar, indicates otherwise.

Published in the Journal of Autism and 
Developmental Disorders, the study in-
volved the collaboration of scientists and 
researchers from the Cleveland Medical 
Clinic, and Oregon Health and Science 
University. 

The research analysed information from 
a national registry and a population-based 
survey of autism. 

Dr Fouad Alshaban and his team at 
QBRI’s Neurological Disorders Research 
Centre, examined 891 children, both with 
and without ASD. Contrary to previous 
studies, the analysis revealed no signifi cant 
association between parental consanguin-
ity and the risk of ASD. These fi ndings pro-
vide a signifi cant contribution to the global 
study of autism risk factors.

While consanguinity remains a common 
cultural practice in the Middle East, North 
Africa and parts of Asia, the study’s results 
challenge the assumption that it contrib-
utes to the prevalence of ASD in these re-
gions. The research team utilised rigorous 
methods, including multiple logistic re-
gression analyses and comprehensive clini-

cal assessments, ensuring the reliability 
and accuracy of their conclusions.

The research, based on a substantial 
sample size and robust methodologies, 
contradicts previous claims about con-
sanguinity as a risk factor for ASD. This 
discovery challenges the existing narrative 
and underscores the need for further re-
search to understand the complex factors 
infl uencing ASD prevalence.

QBRI’s study is particularly signifi cant 
for Gulf countries, where consanguine-
ous unions are common. The lack of asso-
ciation suggests that consanguinity, while 
a cultural norm, does not contribute to 
the risk of ASD in the region. This insight 
is crucial for families, healthcare profes-
sionals and policymakers, providing them 
with evidence-based information to make 
informed decisions.

The research team acknowledged the 
study’s limitations, including missing data 
on certain variables. Despite these chal-
lenges, the study’s comprehensive ap-
proach and large sample size make it a 
landmark contribution to the fi eld of au-
tism research. 

Dr Alshaban, principal investigator, 
QBRI, said: “This research not only chal-
lenges prevailing beliefs but also highlights 
the importance of evidence-based studies 
in shaping our understanding of complex 
medical conditions like ASD. As the sci-
entifi c community continues to unravel 
the mysteries surrounding autism, studies 
like this one pave the way for more accurate 
diagnosis, eff ective interventions, and en-
hanced support systems for individuals and 
families aff ected by the condition. We’re 
confi dent that our fi ndings have sparked 
interest among scientists globally, prompt-
ing further exploration into the relation-
ship between consanguinity and ASD in 
other populations.”

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, His Highness the Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad al-Thani 
and HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani sent cables 
of condolences to the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Salman bin Abdulaziz al-Saud of Saudi Arabia on the death of 
Prince Saud bin Mohamed bin Fahd bin Mohamed al-Abdul Rahman al-Saud. (QNA)

Amir condoles with Saudi King Salman

Qatar Charity constructs new school in NepalQatar Charity constructs new school in Nepal

Qatar Charity (QC) has con-
structed and furnished a 388sq 
m building for the Shree Janata 

Secondary School in the Rampurkhap 
village under the Paroha municipality 
of Nepal. 

The building with nine classrooms 
was inaugurated by Meteb Saeed Al-
Marri, general supervisor of QC’s of-
fi ce in Nepal, and Shekh Wakil, mayor 
of the Paroha Municipality. QC also 
built toilets and handwashing facilities 
in the school premises and provided 
furniture such as desks, benches and 
whiteboards. Wakil thanked the ben-
efactors of Qatar, QC and Rural De-
velopment Centre for supporting the 
construction of the school building. 
AlMarri expressed his delight with the 
assistance provided by the benefactors 
of Qatar to the people in Nepal. 

QC also distributed bags along with 
school supplies and sports items to 

150 orphans in Kathmandu. The bags, 
in co-operation with Qatar Airways 
and in co-ordination with HEAL Ne-

pal, included school supplies such as 
notebooks, pencils and colour pencils, 
in addition to other sports items.

MoPH and partners mark World Diabetes Day

The Ministry of Pub-
lic Health (MoPH), 
in co-operation 

with Hamad Medical Corp 
(HMC) and Primary Health 
Care Corporation (PHCC) 
are joining hands in cel-
ebrating the World Dia-
betes Day 2023 under the 
theme, “Know your Risk, 
Know your Response” to 
emphasise the importance 
of screening to discover 
and manage risk factors to 
prevent the development of 
diabetes.

Director, Non-Commu-
nicable Diseases Prevention 
Programmes at the Ministry 
of Public Health, Dr Sheikh 
Mohamed al-Thani has 
emphasised the profound 
impact of World Diabetes 
Day, celebrated on Novem-

ber 14. He said: “This global 
awareness initiative serves 
as a powerful platform 
uniting the healthcare sec-
tor and the public in a col-
lective eff ort to shed light 
on the realities of diabetes. 
Within this initiative, the 
Ministry of Public Health, 
alongside affi  liated health-
care organisations, assumes 

a pivotal role. Together, 
we work tirelessly to not 
only raise awareness but 
also provide crucial sup-
port, advocate for impactful 
policies, and drive forward 
groundbreaking research. 
Our collective mission is to 
combat the diabetes epi-
demic and enhance public 
health for all. World Diabe-

tes Day is a reminder of the pivotal 
importance of diabetes preven-
tion. Together, we stand strong in 
the face of adversity, striving for a 
healthier and brighter future.” 

Co-Chairs of the National Dia-
betes Committee at the ministry, 
Prof Abdul Badi Abou Samra and 
Dr Kholoud al-Mutawaa, noted: 
“Diabetes is a chronic condition 
that may start ‘silently’ without 
symptoms but can progress to se-
rious health complications if not 
prevented and managed early and 
properly. By understanding the 
risk factors and recognising early 
symptoms, individuals can take 
steps to prevent and manage dia-
betes eff ectively.”

They emphasised that Qatar’s 
National Diabetes Committee 
has launched various health ini-
tiatives including the implemen-
tation of a pioneering national 
screening programme for diabetes 
and cardiovascular risk factors, 
delivered through primary care, 
and guidelines for a diabetes care 
model that integrates primary, 
secondary and tertiary healthcare 
systems in Qatar to addresses the 
need of the patients based on their 
disease status; this plays a crucial 
role for prevention and manage-
ment of diabetes and its compli-
cations in the community.

In addition, Senior Consultant, 
Family Physician and Executive 
Director of Operations at Pri-
mary Health Care Corp (PHCC) 
Dr Samya al-Abdulla said: “Pri-
mary care, in close collaboration 
with the National Diabetes Com-
mittee, has been at the forefront 
of implementing the National 
Diabetes Strategy action plan and 
new model of care, including the 
implementation and delivery of 
an Annual Health Check Service 
available in all health centres.”

On his part, Head of Endo-
crinology, Hamad Medical Corp 
(HMC) Dr Mahmoud Zirie noted 
that “HMC endocrinologists and 
multi-disciplinary team members 
play an important role in the sec-
ondary and tertiary care of diabe-
tes to prevent development of the 
devastating diabetes complications 
on the kidneys, the heart, eyes, and 
the nervous system. Screening for 
and management of associated co-
morbidities are essential for pre-
vention of the long-term compli-
cations of diabetes”. 

Endocrinologist and Head of 
Technology and Diabetes Unit, 
HMC, Dr Dabia al-Mohanadi, 
noted that novel technologies for 
monitoring blood glucose and de-
livery of insulin have become very 
useful for the management of dia-
betes particularly type 1 diabetes. 
The National Diabetes Center, 
HMC, has adopted the most ad-
vanced blood glucose monitor-
ing and insulin delivery devices to 
support patients. (QNA)

Prime Minister of Kurdistan Regional Government-Iraq (KRG) Masrour Barzani met 
yesterday with Qatar’s Consul General in Erbil, Hussein bin Ali Saleh al-Fadala. 
Co-operation between Qatar and the Kurdistan Region of Iraq were discussed during 
the meeting. (QNA)

PM of Kurdistan Regional Government-Iraq 
meets Qatar’s consul general in Erbil
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Five members of the culinary team of Zulal 
Wellness Resort by Chiva-Som have won 
at the Salon Culinaire 2023 Awards as part 

of Hospitality Qatar, held on November 6-8.
The Zulal Wellness Resort culinary team 

enjoyed exceptional success in the Signature 
Healthy Dish category, a statement said yester-
day. 

Chef Jindarat clinched a gold medal and tro-
phy, chef Juni won a gold medal, and chef Bhu-
pender snagged a bronze medal.

Chef Chandra won a silver medal in the Four 
Plates Desserts category, while chef Arindom 
bagged a gold medal and a trophy in the Finger 
Food Canapés category.

“We thank Hospitality Qatar for providing 
us with this remarkable opportunity,” Execu-

tive Wellness chef Mayssam Abdulkhalek said. 
“Special appreciation goes to our dedicated 
chefs for their passionate commitment to craft-
ing healthy gastronomic delights, aligning 
seamlessly with our resort’s sustainability goals 
and wellness ethos.”

The menus of all fi ve dining outlets at Zu-
lal Wellness Resort – Aizoon, Al Sidra, Acacia, 
Casuarina, and Malbu – feature purposeful in-
gredients which are anti-infl ammatory, high in 
fi bre, low in fat, contain antioxidants, promote 
heart health, support digestion, off er a source of 
high energy, and enhance satiety.

The culinary concept follows an ingredient-
focused approach where each ingredient serves 
a purpose, is fresh, seasonal, locally sourced 
and organic in line with the ancient principles 

of Traditional Arabic Islamic Medicine (TAIM) 
that Zulal Wellness Resort is known for.

With a focus on sustainability, portion sizes 
at Zulal Wellness Resort are half the size of a 
normal restaurant off ering, yet guests are sati-
ated with the nutrient-dense fl avourful food. 

Five chefs from Zulal Resort bag awards

The Board of Trustees of 
the Sheikh Hamad Award 
for Translation and In-

ternational Understanding 
has announced that the Steer-
ing Committee of the Award 
has completed the preliminary 
screening process for nomina-
tions, which were submitted for 
the award in its ninth season for 
2023.

This year’s award entries rep-
resent individuals and transla-
tion institutions from 38 coun-
tries around the world.

The 9th edition of the award 
has adopted the Spanish lan-
guage as a main language, after 
English, while Bulgarian, Sindhi, 
and Somali were chosen as sub-
languages. 

This aims to stimulate trans-
lation eff orts to and from Ara-
bic in countries that speak these 
languages, encouraging contin-
ued cultural exchange between 
these nations and Arab commu-
nities.

The award’s spokesperson 
Hanan al-Fayyad said that sev-
eral countries were nominated 
for the Sheikh Hamad Award for 
Translation and International 
Understanding, with Egypt 
ranking fi rst among Arab coun-
tries with 58 nominations, fol-
lowed by Saudi Arabia with 29 
nominations, and Qatar with 13 
nominations. 

Among non-Arab countries, 

Spain topped the list with 29 
nominations, followed by Paki-
stan with 12 nominations, and 
the United Kingdom with 10 
nominations, she added.

The nominated works include 
those in various fi elds of human 
sciences, such as literature, Is-
lamic studies, philosophy, social 
sciences, political sciences and 
history.

The announcement of the 
winners in the various categories 
of the award is scheduled to take 
place during an offi  cial ceremo-
ny on December 12 in Doha.

Founded in 2015, the Sheikh 
Hamad Award for Translation 
and International Understand-
ing is the largest translation 
award globally for translations 
to and from the Arabic language 
with a total value of $2,000,000. 

It seeks to honour outstand-
ing individuals and institutions 
in the fi eld of translation, recog-
nising achievements and long-
term eff orts in the translation 
domain. 

The Sheikh Hamad Award 
for Translation and Interna-
tional Understanding acknowl-
edges the role of contributors 
in strengthening the bonds of 
friendship and co-operation 
amongst the peoples of the 
world, building bridges between 
nations, and spreading the val-
ues of diversity, pluralism and 
openness. – QNA

38 countries nominated 
for Sheikh Hamad 
Award for Translation

The Qatar University (QU) 
Alumni Association or-
ganised a joint meet-

ing for Arab clubs for the year 
2023-2024 as part of the col-
laboration between Sector 116 of 
the Arab Clubs in Toastmasters 
International in Qatar and the 
Toastmasters chapter of the QU 
Alumni Association.

In a media statement that was 
issued on this occasion, head of 
Arab Clubs Aff airs Fatima al-
Zahiri said: “This meeting is part 
of the Arab Clubs Aff airs plan 
aimed at gathering experiences 
and exchanging knowledge un-
der one roof for the benefi t of 
all.”

She emphasised that the 
meeting provided guests from 
outside Toastmasters the op-
portunity to experience public 
speaking and practical commu-
nication, contributing to en-
hancing their skills and direct-
ing their impact through their 
words.

President of the Toastmasters 
chapter of the QU Alumni As-
sociation, Lubaba Youssef, said: 
“The Toastmasters chapter of 
the QU Alumni Association is 
keen on collaboration with vari-
ous entities to achieve common 
goals, including collaboration 
with Arab Toastmasters Clubs 
in Qatar in this joint meeting, 
whether through logistical sup-
port or participant gifts.”

She emphasised the impor-
tance of seizing such opportuni-
ties and the active participation 
of multiple chapter members in 
various leadership roles at the 
event, allowing them to develop 
their skills further.

The Toastmasters chapter of 
the QU Alumni Association is 
the largest Arab club in Toast-
masters International in Sector 
116. 

The club comprises active 
and inspiring members totalling 
more than 40 Qatar University 
graduates. – QNA

QU Alumni Association 
organises joint meeting for 
Arab Toastmasters Clubs

The Aspetar Orthopaedic and Sports 
Medicine Hospital is to host the As-
petar International Rehabilitation 

Conference – The Complete Guide to the 
Athletic ACL on November 18-19 at Khalifa 
Stadium.

The conference is the fi rst of its kind in 
the world that is dedicated to the rehabili-
tation of cruciate ligament injuries in the 
knee, Aspetar said in a press statement 
yesterday.

The conference will bring together a dis-
tinguished group of lecturers from Aspetar 
and international experts from around the 
world to share their valuable experiences, 
with the participation of 400 from 50 
countries, making this event an unparal-
leled opportunity for knowledge exchange 
and professional networking, the state-
ment added.

The conference programme includes a 
series of sessions that fully cover the main 
factors of cruciate ligament injury rehabili-
tation, with each session covering specifi c 
topics such as testing, strength, endurance 
training, running and changing direction, 

rehabilitation in the fi eld, Recovery, sleep, 
and nutrition.

The conference provides valuable op-
portunities for attendees to gain in-depth 
knowledge in all aspects of cruciate liga-
ment rehabilitation, from biomechanical 
analysis to sports development and sport-
specifi c training.

The conference will also provide a com-
prehensive understanding of the latest de-
velopments and cutting-edge technologies 
in the fi eld, enabling professionals to pro-
vide exceptional care to their patients.

Aspetar is a world-leading specialised 
orthopaedic and sports medicine hospital 
and the fi rst of its kind in the Middle East 
region. 

Since 2007, with a world expert team, 
the hospital has provided top-level com-
prehensive medical treatment to all ath-
letes in a state-of-the-art facility that sets 
new standards internationally. 

In 2009, Aspetar was accredited as a 
“FIFA Medical Centre of Excellence” by 
the FIFA Medical Assessment and Research 
Centre (F-MARC). – QNA

Aspetar to host International 
Rehabilitation Conference – The 
Complete Guide to the Athletic ACL

The Institute for Advanced Study in the 
Global South (#IAS_NUQ) at North-
western University in Qatar (NU-Q) will 

unpack global power competition and its im-
plications on the Global South at its 2023 con-
ference, “The Global South in an Era of Great 
Power Competition”, on November 18-19, in 
collaboration with the Security in Context (SiC) 
network.

Funded by Carnegie Corporation of New 
York as part of the Arab Information and Media 
Studies (AIMS) project, with additional support 
from the Arab Council for the Social Sciences 
(ACSS) and Georgetown University in Qatar, 
the conference will examine the contours of 
the emerging world order in relationship to the 
politics of security and insecurity, militarism, 
and geopolitics. 

Scholars from Qatar and around the world 
will look at the ways great power competition 
produces insecurity in the Global South, the in-
terplay between the agendas of big powers and 

the agency of Global South countries, and many 
other themes related to the security and insecu-
rity of the Global South amid a changing world 
order and governance.

The conference is organised by Northwest-
ern Qatar professor Sami Hermez, who serves 
as co-ordinator of the Qatar hub of the ACSS 
Critical Security Studies network, Security in 
Context Project director Omar Dahi, and Firat 
Demir, a professor from the University of Okla-
homa. 

“By leveraging the collective expertise of 
Qatar-based scholars and the SIC network, this 
conference will enable us to explore the evolv-
ing dynamics of great power competition with-
in the Global South while advancing original re-
search on one of the biggest issues in the world,” 
said Hermez, associate professor and director of 
the Liberal Arts Programme at the NU-Q.

In underscoring the importance of the con-
ference, NU-Q dean and chief executive and 
#IAS_NUQ founder Marwan M Kraidy said: 

“In a rapidly evolving world, the Global South 
stands at the crossroads of great power compe-
tition.”

“From the unsettling shadows of militarism 
to the intricate web of geopolitics, this confer-
ence will seek to understand the roots of inse-
curity in the Global South while trying to an-
swer some of the critical questions that defi ne 
our global landscape,” he said.

The conference is part of the AIMS project 
at #IAS_NUQ, which seeks to expand the fi eld 
of critical media and information studies in the 
Arab region and transform it into an interdisci-
plinary, multilingual, collaborative, research-
oriented, and policy-relevant fi eld.

The SiC is a transnational organisation of 
scholars and policy researchers committed to 
building knowledge about the root causes of 
insecurity. 

They aim to educate the public and policy-
makers about solutions that account for condi-
tions of structural violence.

NU-Q conference to look into 
security in the Global South

In collaboration with the Doha International Family Institute (Difi), 
Qatar University (QU)’s Gulf Studies Centre in the College of Arts and 
Sciences is set to host the international conference on Gulf Families: 
Continuity and Change.
Scheduled on November 19-20, the event aims to delve into the 
intricate dynamics of Gulf families, exploring their continuity and 
changes within the context of the evolving Gulf society, a statement 
said yesterday.
The conference will cover eight pivotal themes, addressing crucial 
topics such as the impact of social media, the dynamics of gender, 
youth, health, issues of divorce and marriage, arts and sports, the 
nexus between migration and family, and family policies in the Gulf 
Co-operation Council (GCC) countries. 
The event also aims to serve as a platform for scholars and experts 
in Gulf Studies to exchange views, insights, and analyses on these 
complex issues.

Qatar University’s Gulf 
Studies Centre gears up for 
international conference

Fairmont Doha, “a beacon 
of elegance and luxury”, 
has announced a family 

staycation off er, with “an array 
of exclusive benefi ts and world-
class facilities”. 

With rates commencing at 
QR1,600, guests can bask in the 

Family staycation offer 
at Fairmont Doha

luxurious Fairmont King Room, a statement said yesterday. 
Beyond the provision of luxurious accommodations, the hotel 

presents special benefi ts designed to elevate family stays.
There is a special off er of a 50% discount on an additional room. 
Highlights include complimentary breakfast at Vaya and com-

plimentary movie screenings and freshly popped popcorn in the 
hotel’s private cinema in the evening. 

Children under 12 can dine for 
free

The family staycation off er 
is extended until December 30, 
2023.

Fairmont Doha also off ers a 
fl exible, no-cost cancellation 
policy, enabling changes to res-
ervations up to 24 hours before 
the scheduled arrival. 

For more information, call 
+974 4030 7200 or e-mail info.
doha@fairmont.com

Aauthorised distributor of JBL products in 
Qatar, Jumbo Electronics, has launched 
the Tour One M2 wireless premium over 

ear noise cancelling headphones, a statement 
said yesterday.

True adaptive noise cancelling (ANC) tech-
nology automatically uses four noise sensing 
mics to adjust the listener’s surroundings in 
real-time for a superior audio experience. 

The ANC mode control can be adjusted with 
the JBL Headphones app. 

The high-quality 4-mic technology features 
the “4-mic crystal call algorithm”, which ena-
bles better conversations even in loud or windy 
environments or to get help from preferred 
voice assistant. 

The “VoiceAware” technology allows the 
user to decide how much of his or her voice the 
user hears by controlling the amount of mic in-
put routed back into the headphones. 

The headphones also have a “Smart Talk” 
technology for seamless chats.

The advanced voice recognition technology 
reacts to the user’s voice, pausing the music and 
enabling “talk thru”.

Owing to extensive global research and test-
ing, the superior JBL sound curve delivers pre-
cise, accurate audio and less distortion at any 
frequency or volume. 

The Tour One M2’s big 40mm drivers off er 
the ultimate sound performance, from rich, 
punchy bass to thrilling top notes. 

Immersive JBL “Spatial Sound” provides the 
cinema sound experience and feel like being in a 
theatre, at a concert or in the studio with one’s 
favourite artist.

The headphones have “Personi-Fi 2.0”, a fea-
ture to match personal listening profi le with 

interactive customisation tools to provide the 
exact sound curve.

The headphone also has the customary 
hands-free voice control. 

Just say “Hey Google” or “Alexa” to control 
the headphones with voice prompts in multiple 
languages. 

Fast Pair enabled by Google and Microsoft 
swift pair Discover Bluetooth accessories near 
the device and then connect with a single tap. 

The JBL Tour One M2 features the latest 
Bluetooth 5.3, for a more stable and secure con-
nection.

“JBL headphones features versatile perform-
ance with a comfortable fi t and well-built de-
sign,” said Jumbo Electronics director and chief 
executive C V Rappai.

“Loaded with features ad latest technol-
ogy, these are high-quality devices delivered 
to Qatar market at reasonable price,” he said. 
“Customers must protect themselves by buying 
genuine JBL products from the authorised dis-
tributor – Jumbo Electronics or our partners. 
Our extensive service network ensures com-
plete customer satisfaction.”

Tour One M2 is available at all Jumbo elec-
tronics stores, e-commerce platform Jumbos-
ouq.com, leading hypermarkets and electronic 
stores.

JBL Tour One M2 wireless headphones launched in Qatar

Technicians from Jumbo 
Electronics, a prominent 
distributor and service pro-

vider for LG Electronics (LGE) 
products in Qatar for the past four 
decades, have achieved a remarka-
ble milestone in the LGE Skill Level 
Evaluation programme of 2023. 

Five of its technicians have 
achieved the prestigious Level 
5 ranking, the highest accolade 
within LGE’s evaluation frame-
work, a statement said yesterday. 

Jumbo Electronics is the sole en-
tity within the region to attain this 
signifi cant achievement within the 
home electronics category.

The LGE Skill Evaluation test, 
which spans the MEA (Middle East 
and Africa) region, is assessed by 
LGE’s expert technical team. 

In the year 2023, a total of 1,269 
technicians participated in this 

comprehensive evaluation pro-
gramme, spanning various catego-
ries such as Repair, Installation, 
and ID B2B. 

The evaluation process be-
gins with a written examination, 
followed by the assessment of 
the highest-ranking individuals 
through a practical repair test.

Successful candidates then un-
dergo one-on-one interviews with 
the LGE training team to further 
identify the best talents. 

The technicians’ past service 
performance is considered to en-
sure a demonstrated commitment 
to customer satisfaction.

In recognition of their achieve-
ment, Level 5 technicians selected 
by the LGE technical team will par-
ticipate in a year-long programme 
which aims to nurture their skills 
and provide opportunities for en-

hancing product quality, opera-
tional improvements, and meeting 
evolving customer expectations.

Jumbo Electronics director and 
chief executive C V Rappai said: 

“The future belongs to those who 
acquire a best of the best skill set 
and combine them with creative 
approaches to exceed customer 
expectations at every interaction.”

Jumbo Electronics technicians top LG’s MEA skill test
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UN warns fuel shortage to halt 
Gaza aid work in ‘48 hours’
AFP 
Gaza Strip 

Hundreds of people strand-
ed in Gaza’s biggest hospi-
tal were enduring “inhu-

man” conditions yesterday while 
heavy fi ghting raged around them, 
a doctor said as the Hamas-run 
health ministry reported a rising 
patient death toll.

Israel argues Hamas fi ghters 
built their military headquarters 
under the Al-Shifa hospital com-
plex — a charge Hamas denies — 
while UN agencies and doctors in 
the facility warned a lack of gen-
erator fuel was claiming lives, in-
cluding infants.

Witnesses reported intense air 
strikes, with tanks and armoured 
vehicles just metres from the gate 
of the sprawling Al-Shifa com-
pound at the heart of Gaza City, 
now an urban war zone.

“The situation is very bad, it is 
inhuman,” a surgeon with Doctors 
Without Borders (MSF), the medi-
cal charity group, wrote on social 
media.

“We don’t have electricity. 
There’s no water in the hospital,” 
added the doctor, who was not 
named.

The Hamas government’s dep-
uty health minister Youssef Abu 
Rish said the death toll inside Al-
Shifa rose to 27 adult intensive 
care patients and seven babies 
since the weekend as the facility 
suff ered fuel shortages.

Gaza has been reliant on gen-
erators for more than a month 
after Israel cut off  power supplies 
following the October fi rst week 
storming and the besieged terri-
tory’s only power plant ran out of 
fuel.

A lack of fuel was also hit-
ting the UN agency for Palestin-
ian refugees UNRWA. The group’s 
Gaza chief Thomas White said op-
erations “will grind to a halt in the 
next 48 hours as no fuel is allowed 
to enter” the territory.

The World Health Organisation 
in the Palestinian territories said 
early yesterday that at least 2,300 
people — patients, health workers 
and people fl eeing fi ghting — were 

inside the crippled Al-Shifa facil-
ity.

The Israeli army pushed on with 
their campaign, determined to de-
stroy the Hamas movement.

Israel said 44 of its troops have 
been killed in its Gaza ground op-
eration.

ISRAEL FACES PRESSURE 
OVER CIVILIAN SUFFERING 

But Israel is facing intense in-
ternational pressure to minimise 
civilian suff ering amid its massive 
air and ground operations that 
Hamas authorities say have killed 
11,180 people, including 4,609 
children.

Israel’s top diplomat, as quoted 
by his spokesman, said the nation 
has “two or three weeks until in-
ternational pressure really steps 
up.” Foreign Minister Eli Cohen 
added that Israel is working to 
“broaden the window of legiti-
macy, and the fi ghting will carry 
on for as long as necessary.

FEAR OF REGIONAL 
CONFLICT 

The Israel Defence Forces yes-
terday reported more heavy fi ght-

ing and again stressed its claim 
that Hamas was hiding in civilian 
infrastructure. Teams of Israeli 
troops ran between jagged ruins 
in Gaza while air strikes shown 
on grainy military-released video 
shattered buildings.

Israel’s Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu has said Hamas 
must fi rst release the hostages 
before any ceasefi re would be 
considered, but he told US me-
dia on Sunday that “there could 
be” a potential deal. Israelis are 
stunned by the October fi rst week 
storming.The war in Gaza has also 
spurred concerns of a wider re-
gional confl ict.

At least eight pro-Iran fi ghters 
were killed in US strikes on east-
ern Syria, a war monitor said, in 
response to attacks on American 
forces.

It was the third time in less than 
three weeks that the US military 
has targeted locations in Syria, 
amid a spike in attacks on Ameri-
can forces in the Middle East 
linked to the Israel-Hamas war.

International attention has fo-

cused on the plight of Palestin-
ians, and protests have been held 
worldwide in solidarity with the 
2.4mn under bombardment and 
near-total siege for more than fi ve 
weeks. About 980 trucks carry-
ing humanitarian aid have been 
let into Gaza since October 21, ac-
cording to the UN humanitarian 
agency.

Before the war, 500 trucks en-
tered every day, it said.

Palestinian prime minister 
Mohamed Shtayyeh called on the 
European Union and the UN to 
“parachute aid” into Gaza.

Fuel is a crucial need, especially 
for hospital generators, but Israel 
has been concerned that any fuel 
deliveries could be diverted to Ha-
mas fi ghters.

Palestinians in Gaza’s south 
have been forced to adapt to the 
lack of basic resources.

“People are using now (tra-
ditional) ovens in order to cook. 
What else can they do?” said 
a woman, who asked not to be 
named, making the ovens in 
southern Khan Yunis.

A Palestinian youth holds his younger brother as they stand amid debris of a destroyed building in Rafah, in the 
southern Gaza Strip, yesterday.

Almost 1.6mn people — about 
two-thirds of Gaza’s population 
— have been internally displaced 
since October 7, according to UN-
RWA. Some people were being 
allowed to leave the besieged ter-
ritory via the Egypt-controlled 
Rafah crossing and yesterday more 
than 550 foreigners passport hold-
ers and nine wounded Palestin-
ians wounded and companions 
crossed.

Israel’s military said it would 
observe a “self-evacuation cor-
ridor” yesterday, allowing people 
to move from Al-Shifa southward, 
but admitted the area was still the 

scene of “intense battles”.
The area of fi ghting “currently 

includes the area surrounding the 
Al-Shifa hospital but not the hos-
pital itself”, an IDF spokesperson 
said.

The Israeli army also said its 
ground soldiers had hand-deliv-
ered 300 litres (80 gallons) of fuel 
near the hospital “for urgent med-
ical purposes”.

Al-Shifa director Abu Salmiya 
said he told Israeli authorities he 
needed far more — at least 8,000 
litres to run the main generators 
and “save hundreds of patients 
and wounded, but they refused”.

A Palestinian woman and children react after Israeli strikes, at a hospital 
in Khan Yunis in the southern Gaza Strip, yesterday.

A Palestinian man holding a child flees north Gaza as they move 
southward, as Israeli tanks roll deeper into the enclave, amid the 
ongoing conflict, in the central Gaza Strip.

Norway urges Israel to release 
full Palestinian tax transfer

Reuters 
Oslo 

Norwegian Prime Minister 
Jonas Gahr Stoere urged 
Israel yesterday to release 

the full tax transfer it is withhold-
ing from the Palestinian Author-
ity (PA), saying the payment was 
“critical” for the welfare of the 
Palestinian population.

Norway is the chair of the inter-
national donor group to the Pal-
estinian territories, known as the 
Ad Hoc Liaison Committee. It was 
a facilitator in the 1992-93 talks 
between Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation that led 
to the Oslo Accords providing for 
limited Palestinian self-rule.

On Nov 2, Israel said it would 
proceed with a tax revenue 
transfer to the PA in the Israeli-
occupied West Bank but would 
withhold funds bound for Hamas-
ruled Gaza, where the PA helps 
cover public sector wages and 
pay for electricity. Israel’s deci-
sion came after an internal cabinet 
debate over whether to make the 
transfer as Israel battles Hamas 
fi ghters hat rule the Gaza Strip.

On Nov 6, the PA said it would 

not accept a partial transfer from 
Israel. It is estimated to spend 
some 30% of its budget in Gaza, 
where it also pays for medicine 
and social assistance programmes.

“We call on Israel to maintain 
the agreed transfer of what is Pal-
estinian value creation, because 
these are taxes and VAT and fi nan-
cial sources (of income),” Stoere 
told Reuters in an interview in 
Oslo.

The tax transfer helped deliver 
essential services in Gaza and in 
the West Bank, he said, so with-
holding it was “directly aff ecting 
the welfare and health of the Pal-
estinian population”.

“Norway has been very clear 
that any development towards 
(the) breakdown of the PA will 
only serve other forces on the Pal-
estinian side,” he added.

Stoere did not say how much 
the withholding of money was 
worth but said it was “a substan-
tial amount”.

The Western-backed PA ex-
ercises limited self-rule in the 
West Bank but does not admin-
ister Gaza, where Hamas holds 
control since 2007. The PA still 
has thousands of Gaza civil serv-
ants on its payroll.

Premature babies in grave peril at Al-Shifa hospital

Reuters
 Gaza 

The tiny babies lie side by 
side, some wrapped in 
green fabric roughly taped 

around them for warmth, others 
wearing only nappies, a picture of 
vulnerability, their lives in grave 
danger with every minute that 
passes.

The newborns are under the 
care of exhausted medics at 
Gaza’s Al-Shifa hospital, which is 
besieged by Israeli tanks battling 
Hamas fi ghters, and lacks elec-
tricity, water, food, medicines 
and equipment.

“Yesterday I had 39 babies and 
today they have become 36,” said 
Dr Mohamed Tabasha, head of 
the paediatric department at Al-
Shifa, in a telephone interview 
yesterday.

“I cannot say how long they 
can last. I can lose another two 
babies today, or in an hour,” he 
said.

The premature babies, who 
weigh less than 1.5kg (3.3 pounds) 
each and in some cases only 700 
or 800 grammes, should be in in-
cubators where the temperature 

and humidity can be regulated 
according to their individual 
needs.

Instead, they had to be moved 
to ordinary beds over the week-
end because of a shortage of elec-
tricity, said Tabasha. They were 
placed side by side, surrounded 
by packets of nappies, cardboard 
boxes of sterile gauze and plastic 
bags.

“I never expected in my life 
that I would put 39 babies side 
by side on a bed, each with a dif-
ferent disease, and in this acute 

shortage of medical staff , of 
milk,” said Tabasha.

The infants are too cold, and 
the temperature is not stable be-
cause of power cuts, he said. In 
the absence of infection control 
measures, they are transmitting 
viruses to each other and they 
have no immunity.

He said there was no longer 
any way of sterilising their milk 
and bottle teats to the required 
standard. As a result, some had 
contracted gastritis and were 
suff ering from diarrhoea and 

vomiting, which meant an acute 
risk of dehydration.

DEADLY CONDITIONS
Dr Ahmed El Mokhallalati, 

also involved in caring for the ba-
bies, described the conditions as 
deadly.

“They are in a very bad situa-
tion where you slowly kill them 
unless someone interferes to 
adjust or to improve their situa-
tion,” he said, also by telephone 
from Al-Shifa.

“These are very critical kinds 
of cases, where you have to be 
very sensitive in dealing with 
them. You have to take care of 
each of them in a very special 
way. Currently they are all in 
open space, they are all with each 
other,” he said.

Tabasha listed everything he 
would need to keep the babies 
safe: electricity to run the incu-
bators, a proper steriliser for the 
milk and bottle teats, medicines, 
and support machines in case 
any of them went into respiratory 
failure.

He said the situation was har-
rowing for the doctors and the 
four nurses in charge of the ba-
bies. “We are exhausted emo-
tionally and physically,” he said.

Screen grab from a handout video shows newborns placed in bed 
after being taken off  incubators in Gaza’s Al-Shifa hospital after power 
outage, amid the ongoing conflict, in Gaza City.

OIC, GCC condemn bombing of Qatar committee HQ in Gaza

The Organisation of Islamic Co-op-
eration (OIC), GCC countries and 
Jordan have strongly condemned 

the Israeli occupation’s bombing of Qa-
tar Committee for the Reconstruction of 
Gaza.

The OIC considers this act as part of Is-
rael’s ongoing military aggression which 
targets Palestinian civilians in the Gaza 
Strip, including hospitals, schools, univer-
sities, places of worship, and residential 
buildings, in a blatant violation of interna-
tional humanitarian law.

The organisation renewed its call on the 
international community to intervene and 
force Israel, the occupying power, to com-
ply with international humanitarian law 
and the relevant UN resolutions, the most 
recent of which was issued by the UN Gen-
eral Assembly 10th emergency special ses-
sion on Oct 26, titled “Protection of civil-
ians and upholding legal and humanitarian 
obligations”, which calls for the protection 
of civilians, civilian facilities, humanitar-

ian and medical workers, and humanitar-
ian facilities and assets, in addition to pro-
viding the Gaza Strip with an immediate, 
safe, sustainable, and unimpeded access to 
humanitarian aid.

GCC Secretary-General Jasem Moham-
ed al-Budaiwi condemned the bombing, 
stressing that it is further evidence of the 
brutality and recklessness of the occupa-
tion forces and their continued violation 
of international treaties, laws and norms.

Al-Budaiwi said in a statement yester-
day that the Israeli occupation, by target-
ing the Qatar committee’s headquarters 
along with schools and hospitals among 
other population centres, confi rms its lack 
of interest in protecting the lives of inno-
cent civilians, and its direct targeting of 
them.

He praised the clear role of the Qatar 
Committee for the Reconstruction of Gaza 
and its signifi cant contributions to recon-
struction operations in the Gaza Strip, and 
that targeting it demonstrates the inten-

tion of the occupation forces to destroy 
the infrastructure of the Gaza Strip and the 
institutions that support it.

The GCC secretary-general stressed 
the need for the international community, 
with all its countries and institutions, to 
intervene directly to end the crisis, estab-
lish an immediate ceasefi re, and urgently 
open safe corridors for relief and humani-
tarian aid to enter the Gaza Strip.

He stressed that the GCC countries 
stand with the Palestinian people to re-
store their legitimate rights to establish 
their state on the 1967 lands, with East Je-
rusalem as its capital. 

The Saudi Ministry of Foreign Aff airs 
condemned in strongest terms the blatant 
targeting of the headquarters of the Qatar 
committee, considering it an extension of 
a series of Israeli violations of all interna-
tional laws and norms.

In a statement yesterday, the ministry 
expressed Saudi Arabia’s solidarity and 
stand with Qatar against this blatant at-

tack, reiterating its demand for the in-
ternational community to assume its re-
sponsibility and put an immediate end to 
the violations committed by the Israeli 
occupation authorities, and hold them 
accountable in accordance with interna-
tional humanitarian law for the crimes 
they committed against civilians, hospi-
tals, and vital installations in the besieged 
Gaza Strip.

Kuwait’s Ministry of Foreign Aff airs 
condemned the bombing as a new viola-
tion committed within a series of heinous 
crimes targeting Palestinian civilians and 
civilian facilities.

The ministry affi  rmed its support for all 
eff orts that lead to the Palestinian people re-
storing their legitimate rights by all means in 
accordance with the purposes and principles 
of the Charter of the United Nations.

Oman expressed its condemnation 
of the targeting of the Qatar committee 
headquarters, expressing its solidarity 
with Qatar.

The Omani Foreign Ministry said this 
attack is a new and blatant violation of in-
ternational law and a continuation of the 
brutal Israeli aggression against the Pales-
tinian people and its blatant disregard for 
human feelings and international humani-
tarian law.

Jordan’s Ministry of Foreign Aff airs and 
Expatriate Aff airs condemned Israel’s con-
tinued violations of international law, its 
crimes against civilians, and its repeated 
attacks on hospitals and civilian objects, 
the latest of which was the bombing of the 
headquarters of the Qatar Committee for 
the Reconstruction of Gaza, considering it 
a heinous war crime that Israel adds to its 
criminal record.

The ministry’s spokesperson Sufyan 
Qudah emphasised that Jordan strongly 
rejects and condemns the act, adding that 
it goes against international humanitarian 
law, international law, and all moral and 
human values, particularly the Fourth Ge-
neva Convention. (QNA)
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Japan has urged China to release one of its nationals 
who was sentenced to 12 years in prison on espionage 
charges, Tokyo’s top government spokesman said 
yesterday. “We are aware that on November 3, the verdict 
of 12 years in prison to a Japanese man in his 50s, who 
had been detained in July 2019, was finalised, as his 
appeal was turned down” at the high court in China’s 
Hunan province, Hirokazu Matsuno said. “The Japanese 
government will continue off ering every support we 
can from the viewpoint of protecting Japanese citizens,” 
he added. When asked about the case, China’s foreign 
ministry declined to provide further details.

Five people, including three children and all thought 
to be members of the same family, were killed in a 
house fire in west London, police and the fire service 
said yesterday. There was no immediate indication 
what caused the fire at the mid-terraced property in 
Hounslow near Heathrow airport and a neighbour 
dismissed suggestions that Diwali fireworks were 
to blame. Fire crews and police were called to the 
property at about 10.30pm (2230GMT) on Sunday. 
The bodies of the five victims were discovered inside. 
A sixth person left the house before the emergency 
services arrived and a seventh is unaccounted for.

The US ambassador to Bangladesh has sought meetings 
with leaders of the country’s three major parties, the 
embassy said yesterday, as Washington seeks to break a 
political impasse ahead of elections. Dhaka is set to hold 
a general election in January, but the main opposition, 
the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), and its allies 
have said they will boycott the vote unless Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina quits power and lets a neutral government 
oversee the polls. The US embassy said ambassador Peter 
Haas “has requested meetings with off icials in all three 
major political parties”, as violence gripped the country 
with the opposition enforcing two weeks of strikes.

Nepal said it will ban TikTok, citing the app’s negative 
eff ects on the country’s social harmony. The popular 
video-sharing platform, has faced restrictions in many 
countries for allegedly breaking data rules and for 
its potential harmful impact on youth. “The decision 
to ban was made today, and relevant authorities are 
currently addressing the technical issues,” Minister for 
Communications and Information Technology Rekha 
Sharma said. Sharma said the decision was made because 
TikTok was consistently used to share content that 
“disturbs social harmony and disrupts family structures 
and social relations”. 

Japan urges China to release
 national jailed on spy charges

Five people killed in
London house fire

US moves to break political
impasse in Bangladesh

Nepal to ban TikTok as it
‘disturbs social harmony’

AFP
Manila

Philippine human rights cam-
paigner Leila de Lima was 
“triumphant” yesterday when 

a judge granted her bail, putting her 
a step closer to freedom after nearly 
seven years behind bars.

De Lima, one of the most out-
spoken critics of former president 
Rodrigo Duterte and his deadly anti-
drug war, was jailed on narcotics-
related charges she says were fabri-
cated to silence her.

The former senator, justice min-
ister and human rights commission-
er waved to supporters as she exited 

the Manila court, surrounded by po-
lice offi  cers and journalists.

“This is a moment of triumphant 
joy and also thanksgiving,” de Lima 
said before being taken back to pris-
on briefl y ahead of her release.

“I’ve been praying so hard for this 
day to come. It’s very painful to be 
jailed despite being innocent.”

De Lima, 64, is accused of taking 
money from inmates inside the larg-
est prison in the Philippines to allow 
them to sell drugs while she was jus-
tice minister from 2010 to 2015.

Multiple witnesses, including 
prison gang bosses, died or recanted 
their testimonies, resulting in the 
dismissal of two of the three charges 
against de Lima.

She still faces life in prison if con-
victed on the remaining charge.

In a decision dated November 10, 
judge Gener Gito allowed de Lima 
and her four surviving co-accused to 
post bail of 300,000 pesos ($5,350) 
each. Hours after the bail announce-
ment, de Lima left the national po-
lice headquarters where she had 
been held in a compound for high-
profi le detainees, rather than one of 
the country’s overcrowded prisons.

“Precious freedom, free at last,” 
she shouted to reporters as she was 
driven away. Since President Fer-
dinand Marcos came into offi  ce in 
June 2022 there have been renewed 
calls from human rights groups, for-
eign diplomats and politicians for 

de Lima’s release. Justice Secretary 
Crispin Remulla said the court’s rul-
ing showed “democracy is alive and 
well in our country”.

Rights groups and foreign diplo-
mats welcomed the bail decision.

“She never should have been un-
justly prosecuted and detained by 
former president Rodrigo Duterte,” 
Human Rights Watch deputy Asia 
director Bryony Lau said.

Lau said Duterte’s administra-
tion “concocted evidence and used 
the machinery of an abusive state to 
punish her for performing her duties 
as a senator and speaking out against 
the ‘war on drugs’.”

Amnesty International called for 
the last remaining drug charge to be 

“dismissed expeditiously” and those 
behind her detention to “be brought 
to justice”.

US ambassador to Manila 
MaryKay Carlson said: “We con-
tinue to follow her case closely and 
look forward to seeing the remaining 
charges against her resolved in ac-
cordance with Philippine law.”

But Salvador Panelo, who was 
chief legal counsel for Duterte when 
he was president, insisted there was 
“strong evidence” that de Lima was 
guilty. “The government can appeal 
the erroneous grant of bail by the 
lower court to the higher courts,” 
Panelo said. Before her arrest on 
February 24, 2017, de Lima had 
spent a decade investigating “death 

squad” killings allegedly orches-
trated by Duterte during his time as 
Davao City mayor and in the early 
days of his presidency.

She conducted the probes while 
serving as the nation’s human rights 
commissioner, and then from 2010 
to 2015 as justice minister in the 
Aquino administration that preced-
ed Duterte’s rule.

De Lima became one of the few 
opposition voices after winning a 
senate seat in the 2016 elections 
that also swept populist Duterte to 
power. Duterte then accused her of 
running a drug traffi  cking ring with 
criminals when she was justice sec-
retary, forcing her from the senate 
and into jail.

Jailed Philippine rights campaigner de Lima granted bail

Sunak brings back
Cameron, sacks
interior minister in 
new Cabinet reset
Reuters
London

British Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak brought back former 
leader David Cameron as 

foreign minister yesterday in a 
reshuffl  e triggered by his fi ring of 
interior minister Suella Braver-
man after her criticism of police 
threatened his authority.

It was the latest reset for a 
prime minister whose party is 
badly lagging the Labour Party 
before an election expected next 
year. The return of Cameron sug-
gested Sunak wanted to bring in a 
more centrist, experienced hand 
rather than appease the populist 
right of his party which supported 
Braverman.

It also reawakens divisive de-
bate over Brexit: Cameron held 
the referendum on European Un-
ion membership in 2016 and was 
hated by many on the right of the 
party after he campaigned to re-
main. He quit hours after Britain 
voted to leave.

The ministerial reshuffl  e fol-
lowed growing criticism of 
Braverman from opposition law-
makers and members of the gov-
erning Conservative Party, ena-
bling Sunak to bring in allies and 
remove ministers he felt were not 
performing.

While Braverman’s removal was 

not a surprise, it was the appoint-
ment of Cameron which caused 
shock in the party, welcomed 
by more centrist lawmakers but 
loathed by some on the right who 
described it as the ultimate “Brex-
it surrender”.

Cameron said he was glad to 
take on his new role at a time of 
global change: “It has rarely been 
more important for this country to 
stand by our allies, strengthen our 
partnerships and make sure our 
voice is heard”. 

“Though I may have disagreed 
with some individual decisions, 
it is clear to me that Sunak is a 
strong and capable prime min-
ister, who is showing exemplary 
leadership at a diffi  cult time,” he 
wrote on X, formerly Twitter.

Cameron has been out of poli-
tics since 2016 and will be able to 
return to government via an ap-
pointment to the House of Lords 
upper house of parliament.

Lawmakers in the centrist wing 
of the party said Cameron’s ap-
pointment would bring inter-
national experience, and send a 
wider message to the country.

“It’s a sign to the Tory blue wall 
and moderate voters, we aren’t 
heading to the right,” one Con-
servative lawmaker said, using a 
phrase that is used to describe tra-
ditional Conservative-supporting 
areas in the south of England.

Some lawmakers had feared 

that Braverman was determined 
to remake the Conservatives as the 
“nasty party” with her hardline fo-
cus on immigration and social is-
sues, a moniker former prime min-
ister Theresa May used in 2002 to 
try to persuade the party to shed its 
reputation of being uncaring.

But Cameron’s return com-
pounded the anger felt by some on 
the right after her sacking. They 
backed her stance on protests and 
predicted she would remain a vo-
cal force.

Some Brexit supporters also 
said Cameron’s role in the Brexit 
vote meant the so-called “re-
main” wing of the party had taken 
over. James Cleverly, previously 
foreign minister, was appointed to 
replace Braverman. He is seen as a 
safe pair of hands and said his new 
role was “to keep people in this 
country safe”.

His fi rst challenge will come to-
morrow when the Supreme Court 
rules on whether asylum seekers 
can be deported to Rwanda. A de-
feat in the key policy would lead 
some lawmakers to amplify calls 
for Britain to quit the European 
Convention on Human Rights.

With Braverman sidelined, her 
attentions might focus on prepar-
ing for a possible future race for 
leader of the party if, as opinions 
polls suggest, the Conservatives 
lose the election expected next 
year.

A man walks amid maple trees at Nishat Garden in Srinagar, Kashmir, yesterday.

Picturesque Kashmir

Indian rescuers battle to save
40 workers trapped in tunnel
AFP
Dehradun, India

Rescuers in northern India 
battled for a second day 
yesterday to save 40 work-

ers trapped underground after 
the road tunnel they were build-
ing collapsed, bringing down 
tonnes of debris.

Teams using heavy excavators 
have been working nonstop since 
the collapse early Sunday morn-
ing to clear piles of concrete and 
earth, but with more debris fall-
ing as workers tried to clear a pas-
sage, a giant steel pipe was being 
prepared as an escape route.

“All the 40 workers trapped 

inside the tunnel are safe,” Ka-
ramveer Singh Bhandari, a senior 
commander in the National Dis-
aster Response Force, said from 
the site in the Himalayan state of 
Uttarakhand, adding that water 
and food had been sent.

Oxygen was being pumped into 
the blocked portion of the tunnel, 
with food sent through a water 
pipe. Rathodi said excavators had 
removed about 65 feet of heavy 
debris, but the men were 40 me-
tres beyond that point.

“Due to excess debris in the 
tunnel, we are facing some diffi  -
culty in the rescue, but our team 
is leaving no stone unturned,” 
Bhandari added.

Teams plan to use a heavy ma-

chine to drive a steel pipe with a 
width of 90 centimetres, wide 
enough for the trapped men to 
squeeze through, the govern-
ment’s highway and infrastruc-
ture company said.

“Water, food, oxygen, electric-
ity all are available with the work 
force trapped inside the tunnel... 
All the stranded workers are safe 
as communicated by them,” the 
statement added. Initial contact 
was made via a note on a scrap of 
paper, but later rescuers managed 
to connect using radio handsets.

“Some small food packets were 
sent in through a pipe which is 
also taking oxygen inside,” res-
cue offi  cial Durgesh Rathodi said 
from the site.

Critically ill UK girl dies 
following court battle

A terminally-ill British girl at the 
centre of a legal battle over her 
treatment died yesterday, less 
than 24 hours after specialists 
withdrew life support, her parents 
announced.
Indi Gregory passed away in the 
early hours of yesterday after 
the eight-month-old’s parents 
lost a bid to transfer her to 
Italy for treatment, despite the 
government in Rome awarding 
her citizenship.
Her emotive case became the 
latest in Britain to pit parents 
against the country’s legal and 
healthcare systems.
Indi was diagnosed with 
mitochondrial disease, a genetic 
condition that prevents cells in the 
body producing energy.
There is no cure for mitochondrial 
disease and her parents - Claire 
Staniforth and Dean Gregory - had 
wanted her to be treated at the 
Vatican-owned Bambino Gesu 
hospital. But Britain’s National 
Health Service and multiple UK 
courts ruled against transferring 
her, arguing it was not in the eight-
month-old’s best interests.

A newborn male Sumatran elephant stands next to an adult elephant at the Way Kambas National 
Park in western Indonesia. The birth gives renewed hope to conservation eff orts. Weighing about 
108kg, the yet-to-be-named male calf was in good health and his mother was being monitored. 

Critically endangered elephant born
Australia to apologise for 
‘Thalidomide tragedy’

Reuters
Sydney

Australia will issue a na-
tional apology to all citi-
zens aff ected by the “Tha-

lidomide tragedy”, Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese said yesterday, 
more than half a century after ba-
bies were born with birth defects 
when mothers took the morning 
sickness pill. Thalidomide was 
the active ingredient in a sedative 
widely distributed to many moth-
ers in Australia and around the 
world in the early 1960s. It was 
found to cause malformation of 
limbs, facial features and internal 
organs in unborn children.

“The thalidomide tragedy is a 
dark chapter in the history of our 
nation and the world,” Albanese 
said in a statement. “The survi-
vors, their families, friends and 
carers have advocated for this 

apology with courage and con-
viction for many years. This mo-
ment is a long overdue national 
acknowledgement of all they have 
endured and all they have fought 
for.” The thalidomide scandal 
triggered a worldwide overhaul of 
drug-testing regimes and boosted 
the reputation of the US Food 
and Drug Administration, which 
proved a lone voice in refusing to 
approve the drug. Thalidomide, 
developed by the German fi rm 
Gruenenthal, killed an estimat-
ed 80,000 children around the 
world before they were born, and 
20,000 more were born with de-
fects. An Australian woman, who 
was born without arms and legs 
after her mother took Thalido-
mide, in 2012 won a multi-million 
dollar settlement from Diageo Plc, 
the local distributor. In 2010, Dia-
geo agreed to make an A$50mn 
($32mn) payment to 45 victims in 
Australia and New Zealand.



QNA
Doha 

The world will commemorate today 
the International Day against Illicit 
Trafficking in Cultural Property, 
which falls on November 14 of each 

year, to remind everyone that theft, looting, 
and illicit trafficking of cultural property oc-
cur in all countries, depriving their inhabit-
ants of their culture, identity, and history. 

The theft of cultural property and its illicit 
traffi  cking are considered crimes. According to 
the International Criminal Police Organisation 
(Interpol) database, the only international 
database, the number of stolen artworks 
amounts to 52,000 items, in addition to 
unreported items in various countries. 

Trafficking in cultural property ranks 
as the third-largest international criminal 
activity, following only drug and arms 
trafficking. Experts estimate that the total 
value of illicit trafficking in cultural property 
alone may reach up to $10bn annually, with 
this figure having increased in the past 
decade, according to Interpol. 

Various reports indicate that the number of 
archaeological pieces and cultural properties 
seized by legal institutions in Europe has 
reached 567,465 items. This implies that 
multiples of these numbers have been sold 
and traded. 

In the Arab world, more than 14,000 
manuscripts were stolen and smuggled from 
Yemen alone, with their fate still unclear. 
Additionally, the painting “Poppy Flowers” 
by Van Gogh, valued at $60mn, has not yet 
surfaced after being stolen from a museum 
in Cairo. 

The international efforts continue to 
combat the illicit trafficking of cultural 
property, striving to recover pieces and 
artifacts that have unlawfully left their 
original locations. 

In a statement to the Qatar News Agency 
(QNA), Maxim Nasra, Head of the Library 
Collections Maintenance Department, 
Distinguished Collections Department, Qatar 
National Library (QNL), explained that QNL, 
as the regional centre for the preservation of 
heritage materials in the Arab and Middle Eastern 
countries, plays a pivotal role in preserving 
documentary heritage and facilitating access to it 
in Qatar and the Arab world. 

He emphasised the library’s role through 
training sessions and workshops to build 
the capacities of workers and specialists, 
providing references in Arabic through 
translating internationally recognised 
standards, shedding light on challenges 
in the region, holding conferences and 
forums to discuss sustainable solutions in 
collaboration and partnership with heritage 
institutions in the region and relevant 
regional and international organisations 
dedicated to heritage preservation. 

He stressed the importance of international 
collaboration as the most eff ective means to 
protect cultural properties globally, noting 
that in 2020, the library launched the strategic 
project “Protection,” aiming to engage 
international and regional organisations and all 
relevant institutions to enhance and coordinate 
eff orts to combat illicit traffi  cking and trading 
of documentary heritage in the Middle East and 
North Africa. The project also seeks to provide 
training and capacity building for specialists 
in heritage protection and customs offi  cials 
to raise awareness about the importance 
of protecting and preserving documentary 
heritage. 

Nasra highlighted that the Qatar National 
Library has organised a significant number of 
training sessions at its premises, along with 
online courses in Arabic, English, Turkish, 
and Persian. These courses cover the 
legislative and legal framework for protecting 
cultural properties and combating their illicit 
trafficking. Specialised training courses have 
been conducted for customs officials in Qatar 

and Arab countries. Additionally, an annual 
international conference on the same topic is 
held in September each year at the library’s 
headquarters in Doha. 

Regarding the library’s efforts to document 
stolen Arab artifacts and cultural properties, 
Nasra said that the library collaborates 
with local and international organisations 
to raise awareness among specialists and 
professionals in heritage institutions about 
the importance of registering looted items 
in the Interpol database for stolen artifacts. 
The library also provides training on how to 
search the database and utilise the available 
information. Furthermore, in collaboration 
with the Qatar Computing Research Institute 
at Hamad Bin Khalifa University, the Qatar 
National Library is working on developing 
an intelligent content management system 
called “Fahris/index.” This system monitors 
advertisements and publications related to 
the illicit trade of cultural properties, with 
a focus on manuscripts, on social media 
platforms. It has the capability to document 
and archive all this data. 

Qatar hosted the announcement of the 
strategy of the Arab League Educational, 
Cultural and Scientific Organisation (Alecso) 
for legal assistance for the recovery of 
illegally seized heritage property in the 
Arab countries, during the Second Doha 
International Workshop on Countering the 
Trafficking of Cultural Property. 

Regarding this strategy, Tunisian judge 
Najiba al-Zayer, a legal adviser at Alecso, 
said in an interview with Qatar News Agency 
(QNA) that Alecso’s strategy addressed the 
goals of recovering cultural property in a way 
that represents a victory for our identity and 
the history of our peoples, pointing out that 
the recovery strategy from a legal perspective 
included the legislative and realistic diagnosis 
of retrieval, and the general principles of 
international agreements related to retrieval. 

She explained that these principles are 
found in the Hague Convention for the 
Protection of Cultural Property in the 
Event of Armed Conflict 1954, then in the 
Unesco 1970 Convention, the International 
Institute for the Unification of Private Law 
(UNIDROIT) Convention 1995, and in the 
Underwater Cultural Heritage Convention. 

She added that the strategy identified the 
practical aspect of response and recovery 
by defining methods of response through 
engaging in international agreements, 
strengthening national laws, working to 
strengthen diplomacy from inside and 
outside, concluding bilateral and multilateral 
approvals, and preparing a special file for 
the properties requested to be recovered and 
adequate means of proof. The strategy also 
specified the legal procedures for recovery. 

At the conclusion of her speech, she said 
that the Alecso strategy works to enhance 
the protection of cultural property, the 
most important of which is taking effective 
measures to prevent the illegal transfer 
of cultural property, and emphasizing the 
protection and guarding of archaeological 
sites and museums at the national level. 

On this document, Director of 
the Department of Legal Affairs and 
International Standards at ISESCO Mohamed 
al-Hadi al-Suhaili confirmed that the 
document is considered an extension of 
the organisations efforts in the field of 
combating illicit trafficking in cultural 
property. The organisation has engaged in 
international efforts to protect and preserve 
heritage in its member countries. 

He said that the existence of a strategy 
to combat illicit trafficking in cultural 
property in the Islamic world came with the 
aim of finding joint mechanisms among the 
countries of the Islamic world to combat 
this widespread phenomenon. It also 
attempts to fill the gaps and shortcomings 
that still plague international mechanisms 
regarding the preservation and recovery 
of cultural property, pointing out that 

this strategy focuses on three integrated 
and interconnected axes: the first related 
to legislative mechanisms that include 
guarantees and legal legislation that must 
be respected and adhered to. The second 
axis relates to the executive mechanisms 
and everything related to maintenance, 
restoration, protection, preservation, 
documentation, and the preparation of 
exploratory studies. The third axis is related 
to international co-operation, whether with 
regard to issuing international legal rules or 
assistance in the material dimension. 

The Director of the Legal Affairs 
Department at the ISESCO Mohamed al-
Hadi al-Suhaili said that the new strategy, 
presented for the first time in Doha, aims 
to enhance the cognitive and material 
capabilities of stakeholders in the field of 
combating illegal trafficking in cultural 
property. It also seeks to analyse the most 
important legal, procedural, and institutional 
mechanisms regulating the issue. 

He added that the strategy works on 
unifying the definition of the concept of 
cultural properties and heritage among 
member countries, in order to achieve 
justice in the field of combating illegal 
trafficking in cultural property. The goal 
is to establish a unified code of conduct 
to describe cultural properties, with a 
standardised time factor for the concept 
of cultural properties. The strategy aims 
to unify the texts of laws related to illegal 
trafficking between interested countries 
to facilitate the procedures for recovering 
archaeological properties. Additionally, the 
strategy involves establishing a national 
digital database connected to Interpol’s 
network containing a database of stolen 
artifacts, along with providing information 
to specialised authorities for the quick 
identification of stolen pieces. 

Shili clarifi ed that the strategy aims to 
increase the legal specialists’ capabilities and 
train some in the fi eld of private international 
law related to cultural properties. The strategy 
proposes acknowledging the presence of legal 
specialists in international law within each 
defence ministry to advocate for their interests 
regarding illicit properties. It also emphasises 
the importance of cultural awareness regarding 
the signifi cance of any archaeological piece, 
regardless of its history. The strategy suggests 
creating a specialised force at various entry 
points for exporting and transit countries, 
unifying their training approaches to detect 
culturally smuggled properties through offi  cial 
channels of the countries. 

He underlined the importance of 
enhancing mechanisms for recovering 
cultural properties through friendly means 
such as negotiations and diplomatic avenues, 
which have proven effective in recovering 
many cultural pieces. Additionally, he 
highlighted the need to strengthen regional 
cooperation among Islamic countries. 
This involves signing agreements for the 
return and recovery of cultural properties 
and contributing to establishing a regional 
database specifically for stolen or smuggled 
cultural pieces. The strategy aims to facilitate 
the exchange of expertise and best practices 
among countries and mitigate the trade of 
cultural properties, particularly on social 
media platforms. The document prepared by 
ISESCO will be presented again at the 13th 
Conference of Ministers of Culture in Islamic 
World for approval and subsequent adoption 
at the public policy level. 

Unesco fi rst adopted November 14 as the 
International Day against Illicit Traffi  cking 
in Cultural Property during its 40th General 
Conference in 2019, with the aim of drawing 
more attention to this crime and the ways 
to combat it, as well as to highlight the 
importance of international co-operation and 
proactive measures through the Convention 
on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing 
the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of 
Ownership of Cultural Property (1970).

As one of the world’s most unequal regions, Latin America is desperately 
in need of additional revenues if it is to solve its knotty economic, social, 
and environmental problems. But tax collection in Latin American and 
Caribbean (LAC) countries is low, averaging 21.7% of GDP in 2021, compared 
to 34.1% for OECD members. What accounts for this gap, and what should 
be done to close it?

Regionally, the overall lack of progressive taxation certainly plays a 
role. But the international tax architecture is also to blame. All too often, 
multinational corporations and the wealthiest in our societies can exploit 
the rules to avoid paying. The unfairness baked into the current system not 
only refl ects and reproduces inequalities, but also fuels demagogic discourse 
and undermines faith in the rule of law.

Many of the rules that form the basis of the international tax system 
were drawn up a century ago by wealthy countries. No surprise, then, that 
these countries – and their richest citizens – benefi t the most from the 
current framework. That is why the African Group at the United Nations 
tabled a resolution in October calling for a new round of negotiations on 
international tax co-operation.

This process could create more equitable rules that refl ect the interests 
of developing economies. Ensuring fairness is important, to be sure, but so 
is giving governments a realistic chance of generating suffi  cient revenue 
to fund sustainable development, climate action, and infrastructure 
investment, as well as to tackle social inequality and sovereign-debt crises.

LAC countries should welcome the UN’s involvement in shaping global 
tax policy. For starters, the drawn-out negotiations under the OECD/G20 
Inclusive Framework on Base Erosion and Profi t Shifting (BEPS) have been 
disappointing for many in the Global South, who blame the initiative’s 
lack of inclusivity and fl awed decision-making process. Few believe that 
the resulting agreement to reform international corporate taxation, even 

if implemented, will deliver 
meaningful and sustainable 
revenues for the developing 
world.

UN-led negotiations would 
allow LAC countries to advocate 
their shared interests. Despite 
facing common challenges 
when it comes to cross-border 
taxation, especially regarding 
digital businesses, we have 
not come together to devise 
common solutions, whether at 
home or in global discussions. 
That must change.

As part of this new approach, 
policymakers must build on and go beyond the reallocation of taxing 
rights provided for in the OECD agreement. The current design, lacking 
a comprehensive and eff ective strategy for taxing mega-corporations 
operating in digital markets, must be reformed to ensure a more equitable 
redistribution of these rights.

More crucially still, even if enough BEPS members sign the multilateral 
treaty, securing the two-thirds Senate majority required for ratifi cation in 
the United States is highly unlikely. Given that many of the world’s largest 
tech fi rms are headquartered in the US, the deal would end up being written 
in water, and the global digital economy would remain under-taxed.

In the short term, developing countries should implement unilateral 
measures, rather than wait for others to decide on their behalf. This could 
mean introducing digital-services levies or taxation based on the principle 
of signifi cant economic presence. While not a comprehensive reform, such 
measures (which Colombia recently enacted during my tenure as fi nance 
minister) ensure that multinationals start paying their fair share of tax in the 
countries where they earn their profi ts.

At the same time, the UN process would allow for a broader 
reconsideration of how to close the loopholes in the international tax system. 
For example, the scope of reform could be widened to include co-ordination 
on taxing individual wealth. 

A recent study by the EU Tax Observatory shows that a 2% global wealth 
tax on the world’s billionaires (roughly 3,000 people) would raise a total 
of $250bn annually, and around $7.3bn in Latin America alone. While the 
BEPS framework has normalised the idea of a global minimum tax rate for 
corporations, intergovernmental negotiations at the UN could do the same 
for ultra-wealthy individuals.

The UN is uniquely positioned to address these issues, given its universal 
membership and its founding principle of sovereign equality. Recent history has 
demonstrated that inclusiveness is a prerequisite for successful implementation 
of a progressive and effi  cient tax system. When a negotiation agenda is built 
collectively, the outcomes are seen as more legitimate by all parties involved, 
often leading to greater compliance. Moreover, at the UN, developing countries 
are organised into negotiating blocs, through which they gain more leverage to 
promote their interests. — Project Syndicate
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Poland’s pro-EU bloc wins speaker post
AFP
Warsaw

Poland’s pro-EU parties 
scored a fi rst win in the new 
parliament yesterday after 

general elections in October with 
their candidate elected speaker 
of the lower house, the country’s 
second most important post.

Szymon Holownia won the vote 
widely seen as a litmus test for 
three parties bidding to form a 
government and oust the conserv-
ative and populist Law and Justice 
(PiS) party.

“After this vote, no-one can 
doubt that there is a majority in 
this parliament ready to take pow-
er,” said Holownia, a former TV 
host who launched his own cen-
trist party.

He got 265 votes against 193 for 
the PiS candidate Elzbieta Witek 
in the 460-seat house.

The parliament speaker’s post 
is the number two position in the 
country as per the constitution. 
The speaker replaces the president 
in case of death.

The fi rst parliament session af-
ter the election comes as both the 
opposition and governing popu-
lists bid to take power.

The PiS fell short of a ruling 
majority despite fi nishing fi rst in 

the election — but was given the 
fi rst shot at forming the govern-
ment by conservative President 
Andrzej Duda.

In his opening speech to parlia-
ment, Duda declared his “readi-
ness” to co-operate with new law-
makers as he praised his PiS allies 
for the “eight good years” they had 
spent in power.

Duda had earlier said he would 
ask current Prime Minister Ma-
teusz Morawiecki to form a gov-
ernment, a task analysts say he has 
no chance of fulfi lling.

Morawiecki formally resigned 
yesterday but is expected to be of-
fi cially tapped as the prime minis-
terial candidate.

In a eurosceptic speech to law-
makers, Morawiecki sought to win 
over support from the opposition, 
claiming Polish “sovereignty” and 
“independence” were at stake.

Three pro-EU parties led by 
ex-prime minister and former Eu-
ropean Council president Donald 
Tusk won enough votes for a ma-
jority and are gearing up to form a 
government, though they fi rst will 
have to wait for PiS’s eff orts to fail.

“This is an unprecedented situ-
ation in more than 30 years of the 
history of democratic Poland,” 
said Stanislaw Mocek, a sociolo-
gist and president of the Colle-
gium Civitas university in Warsaw.

PiS holds 194 seats in the lower 
chamber, compared to 248 seats 
for the pro-EU opposition.

PiS has said it will “do every-
thing” to be able to form a new 
government within the constitu-

tionally allocated 14 days.
It will then have to pass a vote of 

confi dence within 14 days.
“This mission is destined to 

fail,” Mocek said, adding that PiS 
was just “playing for time” to re-

ceive additional fi nancing, put 
their people in key posts and “en-
sure a soft landing” when it goes 
into the opposition.

Jaroslaw Kuisz, a political ana-
lyst, said PiS could simply “wait” 

for its next chance and “sow dis-
cord between allies” in the pro-EU 
coalition likely to form the next 
government.

The leaders of the pro-EU par-
ties — including one co-headed by 
Holownia — signed a formal coali-
tion agreement on Friday to serve 
as a “roadmap” for the alliance 
once it comes to power.

“We really wanted Polish wom-
en and men... to see that we are 
ready to take responsibility for 
our homeland and for the coming 
years,” Tusk said.

Wlodzimierz Czarzasty, a co-
leader of the bloc’s Left party, said 
“the most important thing now 
is to make Poland tolerant, open, 
law-abiding, responsible”, call-
ing for Warsaw to have a “strong 
place” within the European Un-
ion. The agreement presents the 
coalition’s position on key issues 
like the economic and environ-
mental management of the coun-
try, rebuilding good relations with 
the EU, reforming state media, 
separation of Church and State, 
and abortion.

If Morawiecki fails to form a 
government, the next candidate 
would be nominated by the parlia-
ment. Analysts estimate that the 
current opposition would only be 
able to take power from mid-De-
cember.

Co-leader of Third Way coalition Szymon Holownia receives flowers after he was elected as the new Speaker of 
Parliament, during the first session of the newly elected Polish parliament in Warsaw yesterday. (Reuters)

Austrian Chancellor Karl Nehammer (left) shakes hands with European Council President Charles 
Michel next to German Chancellor Olaf Scholz ahead of the European Union heads of state meeting at 
the Chancellery in Berlin yesterday. (Reuters)

Berlin rendezvous

Former US president Donald Trump’s son and co-defendant, Donald Trump Jr., attends the Trump 
Organisation civil fraud trial, in New York State Supreme Court in the Manhattan borough of New York City 
yesterday. (Reuters)

Son rises at Trump civil fraud trial

China and 
Pakistan 
navies kick 
off  drills
Reuters
Beijing

The Chinese and Pakistani 
navies are holding week-
long drills in the Arabian Sea 

days after the Russian Pacifi c Fleet 
and Myanmar practised repelling 
attacks in their fi rst maritime ex-
ercise, while India and the United 
States pledged security co-opera-
tion.

At a naval base in Karachi on Sat-
urday, the Chinese and Pakistani 
navies kicked off  the exercise in the 
waters and airspace of the northern 
Arabian Sea in drills that include 
anti-submarine operations. The 
exercise will end on November 17.

During the exercise, China and 
Pakistan will conduct joint mari-
time patrols for the fi rst time, the 
People’s Liberation Army Daily re-
ported yesterday.

The exercise follows what Mos-
cow describes as “the fi rst Russian-
Myanmar naval exercise in modern 
history” held from November 7-9 
in the Andaman Sea on the north-
eastern fringe of the Indian Ocean, 
a milestone for Russia’s naval pres-
ence in a sea that the United States 
counts as one of its global security 
interests.

Admiral Tributs and Admiral 
Panteleyev, two large Russian anti-
submarine ships, conducted exer-
cises with a frigate and a corvette 

of Myanmar’s navy, according to 
Interfax news agency last week.

Amid the push for deeper secu-
rity ties between China and Paki-
stan, and Russia and Myanmar, US 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
and Defense Secretary Lloyd Aus-
tin held defence talks in New Delhi 
on November 10 with their Indian 
counterparts.

In a joint statement released af-
ter the so-called “2+2 Dialogue”, 
the US and Indian governments 
expressed deep concern over the 
war in Ukraine but made no ex-
plicit mention of Russia. They 
also pledged their commitment to 
safeguarding a free and open Indo-
Pacifi c.

New Delhi has carefully pre-
served its longstanding relations 
with Russia, including co-opera-
tion in defence, even as its ties with 
Washington have grown steadily 
stronger.

China was also not mentioned 
in the joint statement, even though 
an Indian government offi  cial said 
ahead of the talks that China would 
be one of the “key focus points”.

The careful navigation of those 
talks comes ahead of a highly an-
ticipated meeting between US 
President Joe Biden and Chinese 
President Xi Jinping in San Fran-
cisco this week, where Washington 
is expected to seek a re-establish-
ment of military-to-military ties 
with Beijing.

Polish trucking representatives 
said yesterday that the latest 
talks with Ukrainian off icials 
had failed to end a dispute over 
what they call unfair competition 
from the neighbouring country’s 
businesses. The hauliers say 
the easing of EU access rules in 
the wake of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine has led to an influx of 
Ukrainian competition, taking a 
serious toll on their earnings.
In response, Polish truckers began 
blockades last week of three 
major border crossings.
Yesterday, some of the protesting 
truckers met with representatives 
of the Ukrainian and Polish 
governments. “We have not 
reached an agreement. The 
Ukrainian side does not take our 
demands into account,” Rafal 
Mekler, a leader of a protest in the 
border town of Dorohusk, said on 
social media. Polish transportation 
companies want to reinstate 
the use of EU entry permits for 
Ukrainian trucks, a system waived 
by the bloc following Russia’s 
assault against Ukraine.

Protesting Polish 
truckers say 
Ukraine talks failImages of faces generated by artificial intelligence (AI) can now 

appear more real than pictures of real people — as long as they are 
white, a study said yesterday.
AI is now so good at depicting white people that the images are 
“hyper-real”, said the report in the journal *Psychological Science.
But AI tends to depict people of other ethnicities with white features 
because the data used to train the algorithms is biased, said lead 
author Amy Dawel from the Australian National University (ANU).
“If white AI faces are consistently perceived as more realistic, this 
technology could have serious implications for people of colour by 
ultimately reinforcing racial biases online,” she said.
The authors said it was vital to educate the public about the hyper-
realism of today’s AI to avoid misinformation and online scams.
The researchers used 200 pictures — 100 AI-generated and 100 real 
humans — and asked 124 participants which were AI and which were 
genuine. Of the five faces most often identified as human, four were 
AI. Of the top five judged as AI, four were human.
The researchers ran another experiment to try to understand why this 
was the case, asking more than 600 people to rate various qualities of 
the images — attractiveness, familiarity, image quality.
Clear diff erences remained between AI and real images, said the 
researchers, but the participants were either misinterpreting the 
details or missing them entirely.
For example, participants tended to judge faces as human if they were 
more proportional, less memorable and more familiar — but these 
qualities were more prominent in the AI images.
The researchers used the data based on these perceptions to program 
a model that was able to accurately identify more than 90 percent of 
the faces.
“However, we can’t rely on these physical cues for long,” said Dawael.
“AI technology is advancing so quickly that the diff erences between AI 
and human faces will probably disappear soon.”

Artificial intelligence images of white 
faces are now ‘hyper-real’: study

Pakistan yesterday opened three new border 
crossings to accelerate the repatriation of 
undocumented Afghan nationals who have been 
ordered to leave the country or face expulsion, 
off icials said.
Many Afghans have opted to go home voluntarily 
to avoid deportation under a government push for 
undocumented migrants to be expelled. Pakistan’s 
move aff ects more than 1mn Afghans, many of 
whom Islamabad says have been involved in 
militant attacks and crime, a claim Kabul rejects.
The new crossings were set up at the Afghan border 
in southwestern Balochistan province in addition 
to the main crossing in Chaman district, said Jan 
Achakzai, information minister for the provincial 
caretaker government.
The main crossing had been overwhelmed with 
Afghan refugees seeking to return home voluntarily, 

he said. More than 280,000 Afghan nationals have 
left Pakistan since the new policy was announced in 
early October, according to the United Nations High 
Commissioner For Refugees (UNHCR).
Islamabad has begun round-up operations across 
the country after the deadline for voluntary 
departure expired on November 1.
Pakistan has so far rejected calls from the United 
Nations, rights groups and Western embassies to 
reconsider its expulsion plan or to identify and 
protect Afghans who risk persecution at home.
Kabul has also asked Islamabad to give Afghan 
nationals ample time to leave.
The expulsion drive has driven relations between 
the neighbours to a new low, with Islamabad 
reiterating its claim that militants use Afghan soil to 
plan and carry out attacks in Pakistan. Kabul says 
Pakistan’s security is a domestic problem.

Pakistan opens new border crossings 
to expedite Afghans’ repatriation

EU plan 
for new 
Russia 
sanctions 
in offi  ng
Reuters
Brussels

European Union offi  cials are 
fi nalising the “last details” 
of a proposed 12th package 

of sanctions on Russia that will in-
clude a diamond ban, EU foreign 
policy chief Josep Borrell said yes-
terday. Borrell said the European 
Commission, the EU executive, 
could approve the proposed pack-
age tomorrow. It would then go to 
the Council of the EU, comprising 
the bloc’s 27 member countries, for 
discussion and approval.

Since the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine in February 2022, the EU 
has already applied 11 packages of 
sanctions against Moscow to di-
minish the Kremlin’s ability to fi -
nance the war. The measures span 
across sectors and include some 
1,800 individuals and entities.

“This twelfth package will in-
clude ... new export bans, among 
them ... diamonds, actions to 
tighten the oil price cap, in order 
to decrease the revenue that Russia 
is getting from selling its oil — not 
to us but to others — (and) fi ghting 
against circumvention,” Borrell told 
reporters after a meeting of EU for-
eign ministers. EU diplomats told 
Reuters last week said the 27-na-
tion bloc had been waiting for a G7 
green light to move ahead with the 
diamond ban. An EU offi  cial said 
the current timing for a European 
Commission proposal for the pack-
age, that would then be debated by 
the EU’s 27 governments, was “early 
next week”.
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Expo 2023 Doha has recorded 
more than 650,000 visitors 
since the exhibition opened 

on October 2, secretary-general 
Engineer Mohamed Ali al-Khoury 
told Gulf Times yesterday.

Speaking on the sidelines of the 
inauguration of the Gulf Engi-
neering Union’s pavilion at the In-
ternational Zone, he said that the 
expo has drawn visitors, includ-
ing school students, to learn about 
preserving the environment, sus-
tainability, Qatar’s future plans, 
and the cultures and customs of 
the participating countries.

The Gulf Engineering Union, 
through its pavilion, will educate 
visitors about the latest trends in 
sustainability and techniques in 
the farming and irrigation sectors. 

The pavilion encompasses four 
vital areas, with an exclusive area 
for engineers to exchange experi-
ences. 

The educational area features 
engineering techniques in devel-
oping agriculture, including smart 
irrigation methods, and vertical 
agriculture while highlighting the 
use of robots in farm management. 

There are also entertainment 
and sport areas.

“The Gulf Engineering Un-
ion pavilion has programmes for 
school students,” al-Khoury said. 
“Three schools will be received on 
a daily basis ... the number may in-
crease in the future.”

He noted that more than 80% of 
the expo’s pavilions are now open, 
with a number of the countries 
taking part in the expo for only a 
few months. 

Al-Khoury said that the exhi-
bition also off ers lectures by local 

Expo 2023 
Doha records 
more than 
650,000 
visitors
By Shafeeq Alingal
Staff  Reporter

Off icials and students at the 
opening of the Gulf Engineering 
Union’s pavilion at Expo 2023 
Doha yesterday. 
PICTURES: Thajudheen

A large number of falconers 
have registered for the Ras 
Laff an Falcons Champion-

ship at the headquarters of Al Gan-
nas Qatari Society at Katara – the 
Cultural Village. 

The registration concluded yes-
terday.

The organising committee of the 
Qatar International Falcons and 

Hunting Festival (Marmi 2024) 
also concluded yesterday pre-reg-
istration for the popular competi-
tions of Haddad Al Tahadi (where 
the falcon has to hunt a homing 
pigeon within set conditions) cat-
egory. 

Abdulwaham bin Omair al-
Nuaimi, deputy director of the 
championships at Al Gannas Qa-

tari Society and Marmi Festival, 
said that a draw will be held to se-
lect the participants of each team, 
following which the time schedule 
of the matches will be announced.

He thanked the Ras Laff an Com-
munity Outreach programme and 
the companies supporting it for 
sponsoring the championship for 
the fi fth consecutive year. 

This is part of maintaining the 
heritage and traditions of the an-
cestors and passing them to the 
new generations, he stressed.

The tournament organising 
committee had earlier launched 
the online registration process to 
facilitate the process for falconers. 

For those with new falcons, the 
only remaining step was to present 
the falcons to the committee for 
the installation of the hood on 
them.

Apart for the various competi-
tions for the adult and professional 
falconers, there will be a competi-
tion for the aspiring young falcon-
ers and the young falconer compe-
tition.

Registration concludes for Ras Laffan Falcons Championship

The Eco-Schools Green Flag has been 
awarded to Awsaj Academy and Qa-
tar Academy Al Khor, under Qatar 

Foundation (QF)’s Pre-University Educa-
tion.

The Eco-Schools Green Flag is an initia-
tive recognising young people dedicated to 
protecting and preserving the local envi-
ronment. 

The award involves schools committing 
to a two-year programme that comprises 
three main elements: 
 The Seven Steps Framework, which 

includes completing tasks like forming an 
eco-committee, conducting a sustainabil-
ity audit, and making an action plan.
 Highlighting the Eco-Schools 

Themes, such as Biodiversity & Nature, 
Climate Change, Energy, and Food
 An assessment for the Green Flag. 
“As a school director, I take immense 

pride in our students’ remarkable achieve-
ments,” said Qatar Academy Al Khor di-
rector Lina F Mouchantaf. “Their passion 
and commitment demonstrate that we can 
seamlessly integrate sustainability into our 
daily lives.”

“We highlight the importance of stu-
dents initiating change within themselves 
and promoting sustainability in their im-
mediate surroundings, thereby nurturing 
an environmentally conscious society,” 
she said.

Explaining the signifi cance of the award, 
Mouchantaf said: “Receiving the Green 
Flag imposes a greater responsibility on us 
to extend the values observed in this stu-
dent group to our entire school and, hope-
fully, to society as a whole.”

Maurice al-Haddad, lead teacher of 
Awsaj Academy’s Eco-Schools Club, said: 
“At Awsaj Academy, we have nurtured a 
culture of environmental consciousness, 
leaving a lasting impact on our planet for 
future generations to cherish.”

“Our work has been challenging, but the 
rewards of a greener, brighter future make 
every step worthwhile,” the teacher said. 
“With this recognition, we are inspired to 
continue our journey towards a sus-
tainable future.”

Awsaj Academy’s Eco-Schools Club 
president Mohamed al-Abdulla, a student 
at Awsaj Academy, said: “The Green Flag 
award has not only enriched our academ-
ic curriculum but has also enhanced our 
overall educational experience.”

“It has exposed us to a wide range of 
environmental issues, enabling us to de-
velop a deeper understanding of how our 
actions impact the planet’s interconnect-
ed systems,” al-Abdulla said. “Through 
workshops, guest speakers, and fi eld trips, 
we have explored topics such as climate 
change, conservation, and sustainable 
development, empowering us to become 

proactive global citizens.”
Two other QF schools, Qatar Academy 

Doha Primary and Qatar Leadership Acad-
emy, have been previously honoured with 
the Eco-Schools Green Flag award, mak-
ing them the fi rst QF schools to be recog-
nised by the programme.

Two QF schools awarded 
Eco-Schools Green Flag

The Awsaj Academy Eco-Schools team 
with the Green Flag.

Right: Qatar Academy Al Khor students 
with the Eco-Schools Green Flag.

universities and seminars organ-
ised on the event’s sidelines.

Engineer Khaled al-Nasr, chair-
man of the Board of Directors of 
the Qatar Society of Engineers, 
highlighted that the Gulf Engi-
neering Union has made many 
contributions to the development 
of agriculture.
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