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Emphasising the belief of Qa-
tar in the United Nations’ 
role and its lofty mission 

for the international community 
as well as its stability and pros-
perity, and the preservation of its 
rights without discrimination or 
exception, His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Tha-
ni will chair Qatar’s delegation at 
the 78th session of the UN General 
Assembly (UNGA 78) in New York 
City.

His Highness the Amir will de-
liver a speech today at the open-
ing session of the high-level Gen-
eral Debate of the UNGA 78. The 
speech is expected to address the 
constants of Qatari policy and the 
state’s stances towards the most 
prominent current Arab and in-
ternational issues and fi les.

It is also expected that His 
Highness the Amir will renew in 
his speech Qatar’s continuous 
commitment to working with 
the UN, providing support to it, 

and enhancing partnership with 
its various bodies to enable it to 
address common global chal-
lenges and achieve its desired 
goals.

His Highness the Amir’s par-
ticipation in the latest session of 
the international organisation re-
fl ects his keenness to highlight the 
bright image of Qatar and its posi-
tions before international forums. 
It also underscores Qatar’s com-
mitment to engaging in all inter-
national activities, dialogues, and 
meetings, which primarily aims 
to consult and exchange opinions 
and viewpoints towards issues and 
fi les on the regional and interna-
tional arenas.

Since assuming the reins of 
power on June 25, 2013, His High-
ness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al-Thani has been keen to 
attend the annual sessions of the 
UN General Assembly, with the 
aim of affi  rming the commitment 
of Qatar to its international duties, 
and conveying the bright image of 
Qatar, its people, and its civilised 
and humanitarian role towards 
various global issues and chal-
lenges and towards brotherly and 
friendly peoples.

His Highness the Amir’s 
speeches at the UN have always 
shown that Qatar will remain, as 
it has always done, a sanctuary 
for the oppressed, and that Qa-
tar will continue its humanitar-
ian and relief eff orts, as well as its 
mediation eff orts to fi nd fair so-
lutions in confl ict areas, and that 
ensuring regional and interna-
tional peace and security remains 
a top priority in Qatar’s foreign 
policy.

As has been the custom since 
1955 at the 10th session of the 
General Assembly, Brazil will be 
the fi rst to address the General As-

sembly, followed by the US as the 
host country of the UN Headquar-
ters. Afterwards, other member 
states will deliver their speeches 
throughout the days of general 
debate.

The General Debate of the 
UNGA 78 will begin today and 
continue until September 25. 
This debate constitutes the most 
prominent events of each new 
session of the General Assembly 
and begins a week after the of-
fi cial opening ceremony. It is a 
global summit during which a 
large number of heads of state and 
government, or sometimes their 
deputies, meet on the UN Hall and 
ascend one after another the po-
dium of the General Assembly Hall 
to address the world on an issue of 
their choice. Page  8

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al-Thani to deliver a speech today 
at the opening session of the high-level 
General Debate of the UNGA 78

Amir’s speech to highlight Qatar’s lofty principles

US, Iran free prisoners in $6bn swap deal mediated by Qatar

Agencies 
Doha/New York

A US-bound plane carrying 
fi ve Americans freed by Iran 
left Doha yesterday as part 

of a prisoner swap for fi ve Irani-
ans held in the United States and 
the transfer of $6bn frozen Iranian 
funds to Qatar, marking a rare deal 
between the long-time antagonists. 
The money is to be spent on hu-

manitarian purposes, sources said.
 “Today, fi ve innocent Americans 

who were imprisoned in Iran are fi -
nally coming home,” US President 
Joe Biden said in a statement shortly 
before the US detainees descended 
the stairs of a Qatari jet in Doha to 

be embraced by US diplomats. 
Separately, Iran’s state-owned 

Press TV said the fi ve Iranians held 
by the United States and charged 
with committing crimes had been 
freed, and that two of them had 
landed in Tehran. The other three 
are not expected to return to Iran. 
“This was purely a humanitarian 
action,” Iranian President Ebrahim 
Raisi said after arriving in New York 
for the annual UN General Assem-
bly. Relations between the United 
States and Iran, adversaries for more 
than 40 years, have been especially 
bitter since former US president 
Donald Trump in 2018 reneged on a 
deal to curb Iran’s nuclear program 
and reimposed US sanctions. 

Biden thanked the governments 
of Qatar, Oman, Switzerland and 
South Korea for their assistance in 
securing the releases. Qatar me-

diated indirect US-Iran talks on 
the detainees while Switzerland, 
which represents US interests in 
Tehran helped with the transfer of 
funds from South Korea to Qatar. 

A plane sent by Qatar fl ew the 
fi ve US citizens and two of their 
relatives out of Tehran after both 
sides got confi rmation the $6bn 

was transferred from South Ko-
rea to Qatari accounts, a source 
briefed on the matter said. 

 Earlier, two of the fi ve Iranians 
landed in Qatar, a US offi  cial said. 
Three have opted not to return to 
Iran. 

The deal, after months of talks 
in Qatar, removes a major irritant 

between the US and Iran. 
The US dual citizens released 

include Siamak Namazi, 51, and 
Emad Sharqi, 59, both business-
men, and Morad Tahbaz, 67, an 
environmentalist who also holds 
British nationality. The identities 
of the fourth and fi fth US citizens 
were not disclosed at their request.

Mehrdad Moein Ansari (L) and 
Reza Sarhangpour, two Iranian 
nationals who were released by 
the US, posing for a photo at Doha 
International Airport yesterday.

Five Americans, five 
Iranians released; three of 
the Iranians decide to stay 
in the US $6bn in frozen 
Iranian funds transferred 
to Qatar to be used for 
humanitarian needs

Since assuming the reins of 
power on June 25, 2013, His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
has been keen to attend the 
annual sessions of the 
UN General Assembly

His Highness the Amir’s 
speeches at the UN have 
always shown that Qatar 
will remain, as it has 
always done, a sanctuary 
for the oppressed, and 
that Qatar will continue 
its humanitarian and 
relief efforts

PM stresses need to achieve SDGs
QNA
New York

HE the Prime Minister 
and Minister of For-
eign Aff airs Sheikh 

Mohamed bin Abdulrahman 
bin Jassim al-Thani led Qa-
tar’s delegation participating 
in the inaugural session of the 
SDG Summit held yesterday 
on the margins of the 78th 
session of the UN General 
Assembly in New York.

The summit was attended 
by the prime minister of Ire-
land, leaders and heads of 
state and government, along 
with the secretary-general of 
the United Nations and presi-
dent of the General Assembly.

HE Sheikh Mohamed con-
sidered the summit an op-
portunity to revitalise hope 
towards achieving the 2030 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), underscoring 
the utmost importance of the 
current period to implement 
the SDGs, pointing out that 

the participants in the SDG 
Summit have a common ob-
jective to address the most 
pressing challenges facing 

peoples of the world, includ-
ing armed confl icts and cli-
mate change-induced crises 
and food security.

He stressed that the com-
mitment to resolving disputes 
through peaceful means and 
respectful dialogue is the op-
timal way to ensure preser-
vation of development gains 
worldwide.

He added that prior-
ity should be given to the en-
forcement of eff ective meas-
ures and procedures based on 
international law to remove 
diffi  culties that hinder the 
right to self-determination 
for those who live under for-
eign occupation, chief among 
them  the brotherly Palestin-
ian people.

In addition, HE the Prime 
Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs affirmed 
that it is important to re-
frain from any measure that 
undermines the capabili-
ties of developed countries 
in achieving the SDGs, in-
cluding the imposition of 
enforced measures in a way 
that contravenes the United 
Nations Charter and inter-
national law. To Page 4

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani 
addressing the inaugural session of the SDG Summit held in 
New York yesterday.

Biden thanks Amir for  
help in prisoner deal
Agreement cements 
status of Qatar as a trusted 
international mediator 

US President Joe Biden expressed his 
sincere thanks and appreciation to His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al-Thani for his eff ective role in the 
process of releasing five American citizens 
who were detained in Iranian prisons in 
exchange for the release of several Iranians 
detained by the US.
“I give special thanks to the Amir of Qatar 
and to the Sultan of Oman, both of whom 
helped facilitate this agreement over 
many months of diff icult and principled 
American diplomacy,” President Biden said 
in a statement issued by the White House.
“I am grateful to our partners at home 
and abroad for their tireless eff orts to help 
us achieve this outcome, including the 
governments of Qatar, Oman, Switzerland, 
and South Korea,” he added.
Earlier yesterday, HE the Minister of 
State at the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs, 
Dr Mohamed bin Abdulaziz bin Saleh 
al-Khulaifi, announced that five US citizens 
who were detained in Iranian prisons are 
on their way to Doha International Airport 

after they have been released in exchange 
for the release of several Iranians held by 
the US, as part of an agreement between 
the two countries mediated by Qatar. 
Dr al-Khulaifi said as part of the agreement, 
the Iranian funds frozen in the Republic of 
Korea were transferred to Doha.
He said Qatar will commence the 
activation of the humanitarian financial 
channel.

He considered the implementation of this 
agreement an indication of the status of 
Qatar as a trusted international partner 
in mediation field and a vindication 
of confidence of all parties in Qatar’s 
neutrality and impartiality. It also 
represents a new success to be further 
added to the remarkable successes of 
Qatari diplomacy in several regional and 
international files. (QNA)

I am grateful to our partners 
at home and abroad for 
their tireless efforts to help 
us achieve this outcome, 
including the governments 
of Qatar, Oman, Switzerland, 
and South Korea: Biden

Off icials at yesterday’s prisoner swap in Doha.
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US-bound plane 
leaves Doha with 
fi ve Americans 
freed by Iran Qatar slams 

storming 
of Al-Aqsa 
Mosque

Moroccan king thanks 
Qatari rescue workers

Amir congratulates 
Chile president

Reuters
Doha/New York

A US-bound plane carrying 
fi ve Americans freed by Iran 
left Doha yesterday as part 

of a prisoner swap for fi ve Iranians 
held in the US and the transfer of 
$6bn in Iranian funds.

“Today, fi ve innocent Americans 
who were imprisoned in Iran are 
fi nally coming home,” US Presi-
dent Joe Biden said in a statement 
shortly before the US detainees 
descended the stairs of a Qatari jet 
in Doha to be embraced by US dip-
lomats.

The White House confi rmed a 
plane carrying the fi ve, along with 
two US family members who left 
Tehran with them earlier, was en 
route to the US, where they were 
to be off ered medical treatment by 
the US military as they adjust to 
freedom.

Separately, Iran’s state-owned 
Press TV said the fi ve Iranians held 
by the US and charged with com-
mitting crimes had been freed, an 
apparent reference to their being 
granted clemency, and that two of 
them had landed in Tehran.

The other three are not expected 
to return to Iran.

“This was purely a humanitar-
ian action,” Iranian President Eb-
rahim Raisi said after arriving in 
New York for the annual UN Gen-
eral Assembly. “It can certainly 
be a step based upon which in the 
future other humanitarian actions 
can be taken.” 

Qatar mediated indirect US-
Iran talks on the detainees while 

Switzerland, which represents US 
interests in Tehran because the US 
and Iran do not have diplomatic 
relations, helped with the transfer 
of funds from South Korea to Qatar.

A plane sent by Qatar fl ew the 
fi ve US citizens and two of their 
relatives out of Tehran after both 
sides got confi rmation the $6bn 
was transferred from South Korea 
to Qatari accounts, a source briefed 
on the matter told Reuters.

Biden aides argue the money 
belongs to Iran and is being trans-
ferred from restricted South Ko-
rean accounts to restricted Qatari 
accounts, where it can only be 
spent on food, medicine and other 
humanitarian items with US over-
sight.

Earlier, two of the fi ve Iranians 

landed in Qatar, a US offi  cial said. 
Three have opted not to return to 
Iran. One of the fi ve freed Ameri-
cans had been held for about eight 
years on charges Washington re-
jected as baseless.

The US dual citizens released 
include Siamak Namazi, 51, and 
Emad Sharqi, 59, both business-
men, and Morad Tahbaz, 67, an 
environmentalist who also holds 
British nationality.

The identities of the fourth and 
fi fth US citizens were not disclosed 
at their request.

Iranian offi  cials have named the 
fi ve Iranians released by the US as 
Mehrdad Moin-Ansari, Kambiz 
Attar-Kashani, Reza Sarhangpour-
Kafrani, Amin Hassanzadeh and 
Kaveh Afrasiabi.

Qatar condemned in the 
strongest terms the storm-
ing of the courtyards of the 

blessed Al-Aqsa Mosque by hun-
dreds of settlers, under the pro-
tection of the Israeli occupation 
forces, considering it a fl agrant 
violation of international law and 
international legitimacy resolu-
tions.

In a statement yesterday, the 
Ministry of Foreign Aff airs af-
fi rmed that attempts to prejudice 
the religious and historical status 
of Al-Aqsa Mosque are not only 
an attack on Palestinians but also 
on millions of Muslims world-
wide.

The ministry holds the Israeli 
occupation authorities solely re-
sponsible for the cycle of violence 
that will result from these system-
atic escalation policy against the 
Palestinian people and their lands 
and holy sites. The ministry urged 
the international community to 
take urgent action to stop these 
attacks.

The ministry reiterated the fi rm 
position of the State of Qatar re-
garding the justice of the Pales-
tinian cause, and the legitimate 
rights of the brotherly Palestin-
ian people, including the full right 
to practice their religious rituals 
without restrictions, and to estab-
lish their independent state on the 
1967 borders, with East Jerusalem 
as its capital. (QNA)

King Mohamed VI of Mo-
rocco has expressed his 
deep appreciation to 

the Qatari International Search 
and Rescue Group for its eff orts 
in search and rescue operations 
following the earthquake that 
struck several Moroccan cities 
and provinces.

In a thanks and appreciation 
message to the group, King 
Mohamed VI expressed, on his 
own behalf and that of the Mo-
roccan people, his sincere feel-
ings of thanks and gratitude 
for the noble and generous 
participation of Qatari rescue 
workers alongside their Mo-
roccan brothers in search and 
rescue operations following 
the tragic earthquake that hit 
the Al Haouz region.

He expressed his deep ap-
preciation for this humani-

tarian and solidarity-based 
initiative, which “has greatly 
touched us and the Moroc-
can people”. He pointed out 
these noble eff orts refl ect the 
Qatari people’s acknowledged 
feelings of sincere fraternity 
and aff ection, and confi rm the 
group’s proven effi  ciency and 
recognised professionalism.

The Qatari International 
Search and Rescue Group, repre-
senting the Standing Commit-
tee for Rescue and Relief Works 
and Humanitarian Aids for Af-
fl icted Areas in Brotherly and 
Friendly Countries, headed to 
Morocco to contribute to search 
and rescue operations, equipped 
with specialised machinery and 
equipment, in addition to pro-
viding urgent humanitarian aid 
to alleviate those aff ected by the 
earthquake. (QNA)

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, His 
Highness the Deputy Amir Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Hamad al-Thani 
and HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Abdulrahman bin 
Jassim al-Thani sent yesterday 
cables of congratulations to 
President of Chile Gabriel Boric on 
the anniversary of his country’s 
Independence Day. (QNA)

HE the Minister of State for Foreign 
Aff airs Sultan bin Saad al-Muraikhi 
and UN Deputy Secretary-General 
Amina Mohamed participated 
yesterday in the off icial opening 
ceremony of the Sustainable 
Development Goals Pavilion funded 
by Qatar in partnership with the 
Education Above All Foundation, on 
the sidelines of the 78th session of 
the UN General Assembly in New 
York. The pavilion highlights the 
promotion of development and 
peace internationally to achieve 
sustainable development goals. 
(QNA)

Al-Muraikhi takes part 
in SDG pavilion opening

US citizens Siamak Namazi (2nd left), Emad Sharqi (centre) and Morad 
Tahbaz (right) are greeted upon their arrival at the Doha International 
Airport yesterday. Five US detainees, three previously identified as 
Namazi, Tahbaz and Sharqi and two who wish to remain anonymous, 
released by Iran landed in Doha in a prisoner swap yesterday.
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HE the Minister of Labour and the National Committee to Combat Human Traff icking (NCCHT) Chairman 
Dr Ali bin Smaikh al-Marri chaired the committee’s second scheduled meeting for 2023. During the 
session, members deliberated on the 2022 NCCHT annual report and a strategy for the years 2023-
2024, focusing on strengthening eff orts against human traff icking. Discussions also centred on 
recommendations designed to bolster protection for traff icking victims, amplify the committee’s anti-
traff icking role, and foster collaboration among associated entities. (QNA)

Labour minister chairs NCCHT meeting

MoT wins EFQM certifi cation

The Ministry of Transport (MoT) was certifi ed as 
a ‘Qualifi ed by EFQM’ organisation, following a 
thorough assessment process conducted by the 

European Foundation for Quality Management. This 
makes the MoT, one of the leading government enti-
ties that aim for excellence under the new improved 
EFQM 2020 model, an offi  cial statement said yester-
day. The certifi cation emphasises MoT’s capability of 
continuing improving its performance and excellence 
in all its operations to achieve its strategic goals, crea-
tively and sustainably. It also refl ects the MoT’s con-
tinuous focus and attention to improving its services 
for customers and benefi ciaries.

The announcement came on the sidelines of the 
second and concluding day of MoT’s “Sustainable 
Transportation and Legacy for Generations” Confer-
ence and Exhibition, held under the patronage of HE 
the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-
Thani. The EFQM model is regarded as a comprehen-
sive quality management model and one of the best 
universal institutional excellence models. It is applied 
in over 30 countries and more than 50,000 organisa-
tions worldwide, it was explained.

The certifi cation demonstrates the MoT’s com-
mitment to continuing its endeavours for excellence 
and quality. In 2018, the MoT was awarded the ISO 
9001:2015 Quality Certifi cation; one of the most im-
portant universal certifi cations given to organisations 
in recognition of their compliance to the standards set 
out by the ISO, the statement added.

New legal offi  cers graduate

The Center for Legal and Ju-
dicial Studies at the Minis-
try of Justice held a gradu-

ation ceremony for participants 
of the 20th mandatory training 
course for new legal offi  cers and 
participants of the 13th manda-
tory training course for trainee 
lawyers.

A total of 106 legal profession-
als, including 10 trainee lawyers, 
have benefi ted from the two 
courses, completing their spe-
cialised courses for the year 2023 
at the centre. During the cer-
emony, HE the Minister of Justice 
Masoud bin Mohamed al-Ameri 
presented training certifi cates to 
the graduating trainees and con-
gratulated them, wishing them 
success in their professional lives.

HE the Minister emphasised 
that this batch of legal graduates 
constitutes a qualitative addition 
to the Qatari legal cadre. 

He highlighted their role in en-
hancing the legal system to meet 
the country’s needs and develop-
ment requirements, aligning with 
the goals of Qatar’s National Vi-
sion 2030 in its human develop-
ment pillar. 

He emphasised that the Min-
istry of Justice, represented by 
the Center of Legal and Judicial 
Studies, is keen on providing the 
latest training and legal qualifi ca-
tion programmes for trainees and 
professionals in various legal sec-
tors in the country, aligning with 
the legislative progress in the na-
tion.

On his part, Director of The 
Center of Legal and Judicial 
Studies Saleh Ali al-Fadala af-
fi rmed the centre’s commitment 
to achieving the legal training and 
qualifi cation goals derived from 
Qatar’s National Vision 2030. 

He stressed the centre’s dedi-
cation to raising legal awareness 
among legal professionals of all 
categories and continuously im-
proving the legal training sys-
tems, methods, and content at 
the centre. This includes keeping 
up with developments in Qatari 
laws and amendments, enabling 
the training and development 
of legal and practical skills for 
trainees, aligning with the re-
quirements of their roles in their 
workplaces. (QNA) 

QSW launches cloud transition project

Qatar Social Work Foun-
dation (QSW) has an-
nounced the launch of a 

transition project to use cloud 
services and infrastructure as 
part of its digital transforma-
tion plan, in collaboration with 
Microsoft. This was announced 
by QSW acting CEO Rashid bin 
Mohamed al-Hamdah al-Nuai-
mi and Microsoft Qatar country 
manager Lana Khalaf at a press 
conference.

The transition project in its 
fi rst stage aims to transfer servers 
from private environments (on-
premises) at the QSW centres to 
the unifi ed cloud infrastructure 
to take advantage of cloud servic-
es within the government frame-

work agreement with Microsoft. 
Through this project, QSW aims 
to accelerate its digital transfor-
mation in line with the country’s 
strategies and fully utilise Micro-
soft’s Cloud data centre in Qatar 
while enhancing national skills in 
modern technology fi elds. 

Al-Nuaimi said: “We aim to 
enhance QSW path in its dig-
ital transformation process for 
project implementation, data 
dissemination, and sustainability 
support in line with Qatar’s Na-
tional Vision 2030.”

He also pointed out that the 
upcoming project may include 
workshops and awareness ses-
sions on Microsoft’s leading sup-
port solutions and suitable pro-

grammes to support QSW and 
its affi  liated centres in their new 
projects.

In turn, Lana Khalaf appreci-
ated the eff orts of QSW in acti-
vating the transition project to 
Microsoft Cloud in Qatar to ben-
efi t from innovative, secure, and 
fl exible cloud services to acceler-
ate its digital transformation in 
line with Qatar’s National Vision 
2030. 

Ahmed Khalil Abdullah, direc-
tor of Information Technology 
Department at QWS said: “This 
collaboration will contribute to 
signifi cant progress in the fi eld of 
social work in Qatar and improve 
the quality of life for individuals 
and families in the community.”

HE the Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs Dr Ahmed bin Hassan al-Hammadi met 
yesterday with Australian ambassador to Qatar Shane Flanagan (left). The meeting discussed bilateral ties. 
HE al-Hammadi also met with Assistant Minister of Foreign Aff airs and Chief of Protocol at the Ministry of 
Foreign Aff airs of Egypt Nabil Habashi. The meeting discussed bilateral relations. (QNA)

Al-Hammadi in Doha meetings

PM stresses 
on SDGs

From Page 1

HE Sheikh Mohamed outlined 
that investment in the future of 
young people is a mission shoul-
dered by all, highlighting that - 
through valuing the opinions of 
young people, empowering women 
and girls and engaging them in de-
cision-making processes - nations 
can build more inclusive and sus-
tainable societies.

HE the Prime Minister said the 
pivotal role undertaken by Qatar 
in the fi eld of development glo-
bally and specifi cally in the edu-
cation sector, promotes the vision 
of Qatar in human development, 
adding that Qatar is committed to 
supporting the Doha Programme 
of Action for the Least Developed 
Countries, in recognition of the 
challenges facing those nations.

HE Sheikh Mohamed noted 
that Qatar is still committed to 
harmonising its national develop-
ment plans with the principles of 
SDGs, pointing out that Qatar has 
made climate change a top priority 
and has taken critical measures to 
develop the technologies associ-
ated with climate change, as well 
as promote clean energy. It has also 
set clear guidelines through Qa-
tar Investment Authority to har-
monise investment goals with the 
results of sustainable market and 
green funding. The PM welcomed 
the summit’s political declaration, 
expressing his happiness that the 
Permanent Representative of Qa-
tar to the United Nations Sheikha 
Alya Ahmed bin Saif al-Thani was 
entrusted with the responsibility of 
facilitating the governmental nego-
tiations on the political declaration, 
alongside the Permanent Repre-
sentative of Ireland to the United 
Nations.



5Gulf Times
Tuesday, September 19, 2023

QATAR

Qatar Rail highlights achievements in 
sustainable transportation solutions
Qatar Rail participated in the 

“Sustainable Transportation 
and Legacy for Generations” 

conference and exhibition, present-
ing its operational accomplishments 
in providing sustainable transporta-
tion solutions and services.

The two-day event, organised 
by Ministry of Transport under the 
patronage of HE the Prime Minis-
ter and Minister of Foreign Aff airs 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman 
bin Jassim al-Thani, concluded yes-
terday. 

Qatar Rail highlighted its dedi-
cation to sustainable practices 
embodied in its projects, the Doha 
Metro and Lusail Tram, at the event, 
a statement said.

The company underscored the 
signifi cance of the Doha Metro Net-
work and shed light on its role in the 
development of an integrated public 
transportation system. 

Engineer Abdulrahman al-Malik, 
senior QSHESE director at Qatar 
Rail, said: “Our involvement in this 
signifi cant event aff orded us the op-
portunity to showcase our contribu-
tions in the advancement of sustain-
able transportation solutions while 
embracing the highest sustainability 
standards in our operations.

On the fi rst day of the confer-
ence, Raimund Hanauer, director 
of Transport Planning at Qatar Rail, 
took part in a panel discussion titled 
“Public Transportation...Multimo-
dal & Integrated”.

During this discussion, he fo-
cused on the role of the Doha Metro 
Network in the context of Integrated 
Public Transport. 

He emphasised how this integra-
tion is realised through cooperative 
eff orts involving key stakeholders 
and transportation sector partners, 
enabling a seamless transportation 
experience.

Hanauer addressed the Doha 
Metro’s key relevance in hosting 
mega-events, considering Qatar’s 
ongoing transformation into a rap-
idly growing tourism destination in 
the region. 

He explained how Qatar Rail’s in-
frastructure and its integration into 
the overall transportation system 
contribute to the successful execu-
tion of these major events and sup-
port the nation’s tourism goals.

As an illustrative example, he 
showcased the successful delivery 
of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
where the Doha Metro network 
played a crucial role in ensuring ef-
fi cient and eco-friendly transporta-
tion during this major event.

Hanauer also provided insights 
into Qatar Rail’s sustainability ef-
forts during the session, highlight-
ing the company’s notable achieve-
ments in sustainability and the 
specifi c practices it employs to re-
duce the environmental impact of 
its operations. 

On the sidelines of the event, 
Qatar Rail unveiled the successful 
completion of the trial operation in-
volving electric buses for transport-
ing its employees from the stations 
to the Integrated Control Centre 
(ICC) at Al Wakra Depot. 

Throughout the trial operation 
phase, one bus ran every 10 minutes 
during off -peak hours, while dur-
ing peak hours, two buses operated 
every fi ve minutes, with a rotation 
system in place to ensure suffi  cient 
time for recharging.

Maryam al-Sayeri, Sustainabil-
ity & Environmental Specialist at 
Qatar Rail, a leading team member 
of the electric bus initiative, said: 
“Integrating electric buses into the 
transportation of our employees to 
and from the metro network and 
Al Wakra Depot refl ects our com-
mitment to expanding sustainable 
solutions for facilitating their mo-

bility across various vital facilities 
connected to the network. Since the 
commencement of the trial opera-
tion for this service, we’ve noticed 
a considerable level of interest and 
uptake in electric buses. Following 
the trial phase, we will assess the 
service to ensure it operates with 
the utmost effi  ciency, continually 
evolving and expanding it for full 
implementation.”

She added: “One electric bus can 
reduce emissions by 100 tonnes of 
CO2 annually when compared to its 
conventional fuel-powered coun-
terpart. Coupled with their low 
maintenance expenses, electric bus-
es also contribute to reducing noise 
pollution. With advancements in 
battery technology, extended range, 
and improved charging infrastruc-
ture, these buses have emerged as a 
more comfortable and sustainable 
transportation alternative.”

During the event, Qatar Rail seized 
the opportunity to promote the Cor-
porate Yearly Pass Programme, de-
signed specifi cally for corporate and 
business sectors. This programme 
off ers practical staff  travel solutions 
using the Doha Metro and Lusail Tram 
networks, as well as complemen-
tary services like metrolink buses and 
metroexpress vehicles. 

The core aim of the programme, 
according to Qatar Rail, is to pro-
mote cost-eff ective transportation 
for businesses while supporting 
sustainability by reducing the use 
of private vehicles, leading to a de-
crease in harmful CO2 emissions.

At its booth, Qatar Rail displayed 
its sustainable transportation initia-
tives and featured an interactive tool 
called the Passenger Journey Carbon 
Calculator. This tool helps individu-
als assess the carbon emissions they 
can reduce by opting for the metro 
over private cars.

MoT conference 
and exhibition 
wraps up; minister 
honours sponsors

HE the Minister of Transport 
Jassim bin Saif al-Sulaiti 
honoured the sponsors of 

the “Sustainable Transportation 
and Legacy for Generations” con-
ference and exhibition by the Min-
istry of Transport (MoT), which 
wrapped up yesterday.

The two-day event was held un-
der the patronage of HE the Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed bin Ab-
dulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani.

Minister al-Sulaiti honoured 
the strategic sponsors: Qatar Air-
ways Group, Mwani Qatar, Qatar 
National Bank, and Ecotranzit 
Solutions; the platinum sponsors: 
Qatar Rail and QTerminals Group; 
the gold sponsors: Mowasalat 
(Karwa) and Leonardo Qatar; 
the silver sponsor: Fusion Group 
Holding, and the bronze sponsors: 
Milaha, Al Abdulghani Motors, 
GBM and Alfardan Automobiles.

Day two of the conference fea-
tured three panel discussions. 
The fi rst, “Maritime Transporta-
tion & Enhancing the Economic 
Development” featured speakers 
from the MoT, Mwani Qatar and 
QTerminals. They tackled Qatar’s 
maritime transportation accom-
plishments and the capabilities of 
Hamad Port and Al Ruwais Port 
and their strategic role regarding 
supply chains and economic de-
velopment. 

The second, “Civil Aviation Sys-
tem... Accelerating Growth & Ac-
tive Role in Development” hosted 
speakers from Qatar Civil Aviation 
Authority, Qatar Airways, and Qa-
tar Aeronautical Academy. They 
refl ected on Qatari air transporta-
tion sector’s accomplishments and 
excellent performance during the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. They 
also highlighted Qatar’s successful 
full management of its Doha Flight 
Information Region. 

The third, “Transportation 
Sector & Enhancing the Business 
Community” featured speakers 
from the MoT, Qatar Chamber, 
Qatar Free Zones Authority, and 
entrepreneurs. They discussed 
how air transportation is support-
ing the business community and 
manufacturing, trade, and logis-
tics industries, aiming for eco-
nomic diversifi cation in step with 
the goals of the Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030.

The MoT’s “Sustainable Trans-
portation and Legacy for Genera-
tions” conference and exhibition 
saw large participation and high 
public turnout. Visitors and guests 
were familiarised with the lat-
est advancements on Qatari land, 
maritime and air transportation 
systems through events and panel 
discussions, in addition to latest 
technological trends on sustain-
able transportation.

HE the Minister of Transport Jassim bin Saif al-Sulaiti along with other digni-
taries at the wrap-up of the conference yesterday.

HE the Minister of Transport Jassim bin Saif al-Sulaiti visits Qatar Rail booth.

Raimund Hanauer 
at the event.

Engineer Abdul-
rahman al-Malik

MoT reveals more EV charging stations installed
The Ministry of Transport (MoT) yesterday 
announced that Alfardan Automotive has installed 
several electric vehicle (EV) charging stations and 
they are now ready to use.
This came at the second and concluding day of 
MoT’s ‘Sustainable Transportation and Legacy for 
Generations’ conference and exhibition, an off icial 
statement said. 
“Alfardan Automotive’s new stations conform with 
the country’s approved standard specifications and 
will be maintained regularly by the company, as per 

an MoU the company had signed with the MoT at an 
earlier time.
“The announcement came in step with the strategy 
of switching to electric vehicles the ministry had 
developed in conjunction with the entities concerned 
and in the context of MoT’s support for bigger 
private sector engagement in the transportation and 
mobility projects.
“The stations have been installed in multiple 
locations carefully selected by the MoT to serve as 
many EV users as possible,” the statement added.

Hayaakum Festival at Al Shaqab
The Equine Education edition of the 

Hayaakum Festival will take place 

on September 22-23 at Al Shaqab 

Longines Arena from 4pm-8.30pm, 

featuring an array of activities that 

cater to horse enthusiasts of all ages 

and backgrounds.

Attendees can look forward to a 

thrilling lineup of events, including: 

gymkhana, pony rides, lead rein riding 

sessions, bouncy castles, archery, arts 

and crafts, play station, vaulting and 

many more, a statement said.

A diverse range of food and beverage 

vendors will also be on hand. As a 

special highlight, the second day of 

the event will kick off  with a training 

show starting at 3pm, featuring tal-

ented riders and their equine partners 

in a captivating display of skill and 

co-ordination.

For more information and registration 

details, please visit https://alshaqab.

com/en/hayaakum-al-shaqab-1

Qatar Rail unveiled Qatar Rail unveiled 
the successful com-the successful com-
pletion of the trial pletion of the trial 
operation involving operation involving 
electric buses for electric buses for 
transporting its transporting its 
employeesemployees

Qatar Rail’s booth at the conference.
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Qatar co-sponsors 
WHO-Unicef report 
on development 
delays, disabilities

Qatar co-sponsored the launch of the joint 
WHO-Unicef Global Report on “Develop-
mental Delays and Disabilities”, entitled 

“Children with Developmental Delays: From the Mar-
gins to the Mainstream” and the “Digital Health for 
Children with Developmental Disabilities” initiative 
project held on the sidelines of the United Nations 
General Assembly in New York.

Qatar was represented at the launch of the report by 
HE the Minister of Public Health and Chairperson of 
the Executive Board of the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) Dr Hanan Mohamed al-Kuwari.

In addition to Qatar, WHO, Unicef and Autism 
Speaks co-sponsored the launch of the report. Dr al-
Kuwari stressed the signifi cance of the Global Report 
and confi rmed the commitment of the Government of 
Qatar to continue working with partners to put youth 
with developmental disabilities at the forefront of ef-
forts to achieve universal health coverage and to reach 
the Sustainable Development Goals.

“Over the past 15 years, public awareness of au-
tism has improved signifi cantly. The eff orts of the 
Government of Qatar were at the forefront of global 
eff orts that resulted in the adoption of the United Na-
tions resolution designating April 2 as World Autism 
Awareness Day in 2007, and the subsequent World 
Health Assembly resolution on comprehensive and 
co-ordinated eff orts for the management of autism 

spectrum disorders in 2014. “In 2017, we also launched 
the Qatar National Autism Plan (2017-2021), based on 
research and proposals from six task forces, technical 
guidance from the World Health Organisation, and 
contributions from family associations. Under Qatar 
National Autism Plan, policymakers, healthcare lead-
ers in the public and private sectors and civil society 
organisations worked to achieve 44 goals, with a fo-
cus on early diagnosis, quality of care, comprehensive 
health services, and lifelong support continuity. Key 
to this approach is to strengthen inter-ministerial co-
ordination and document good practices to infl uence 
the social engagement of people with autism spec-
trum disorder.”

The minister stressed that the global report on 
“Developmental Delays and Disabilities” is a very 
important achievement. It illustrates the need to ac-
celerate eff orts to promote change at all levels – indi-
vidual, family and community – to build inclusive en-
vironments and responsive care systems for children 
and youth with developmental disabilities. Most im-
portantly, it identifi es principles and priority areas of 
action for policies, services, support and monitoring.

She appreciated the report’s focus on strengthen-
ing strategies to track progress in achieving health 
outcomes in countries and globally. She stressed that 
achieving improved data is a key pillar to achieve in-
creased accountability for the world’s children with 
developmental disabilities.

“It is time to accelerate action and increase invest-
ments at all levels to improve health pathways, qual-
ity of care for people with developmental disabilities, 
and inclusive environments in communities, both 
globally and locally,” she added.

The report is a call to action for the inclusion of 
children and youth with disabilities in global and na-
tional eff orts to support the achievement of the Sus-
tainable Development Goals and proposes a number 
of actions to achieve inclusion and equity in health. 
Unicef’s “Digital Health for Children with Develop-
mental Disabilities” project proposal also addresses 
child growth monitoring, and explains that through-
out the child’s early years (0-3), there are multiple 
opportunities to support parents in providing a caring 
environment to promote child development, identi-
fying children at risk of delay and developmental dis-
abilities, and providing early interventions for chil-
dren who need more support and intensive follow-up.

HE Dr Hanan Mohamed al-Kuwari.

Qatar Charity receives GIFA 
Excellence Award for 
Islamic Social Responsibility

QU announces Future Tech Forum 2023

Qatar Charity (QC) has 
been awarded the Ex-
cellence Award (Islamic 

Social Responsibility) 2023, as 
part of the 13th Global Islamic 
Finance Awards (GIFA) 2023, 
in Dakar, the capital of Senegal.

The winners were honoured 
at a ceremony attended by the 
Senegalese President Macky 
Sall and several senior offi  cials 
and experts in the fi eld of Is-
lamic fi nance from around the 
world, a statement said.

The award was bestowed 
on QC, in recognition of its 
outstanding contributions to 
Islamic fi nance through vari-
ous instruments like Zakat and 
alms-giving (Sadaqah), distrib-
uted to low-income families and 
other vulnerable people.

 In addition to QC, three more 
organisations have been nomi-
nated in the same category. The 
award was received by Manaa 
al-Ansari, director of Field Of-
fi ces at QC. CEO Yousuf bin 
Ahmed al-Kuwari, expressed 
his delight at QC being hon-
oured with the prestigious glo-
bal award, in recognition for its 
outstanding eff orts in the fi eld of 
social responsibility, as it serves 

impoverished people and com-
munities through the assistance 
programmes aimed at combat-
ing poverty and creating devel-
opmental impacts that make a 
diff erence in their lives.

He pointed out that QC 
has previously received other 
awards in the fi eld of social 
responsibility and reaffi  rmed 
the continuation of the devel-
opmental eff orts worldwide as 
part of its humanitarian and 
societal duty towards vulner-

able and marginalised groups 
and communities.

Held annually in various 
parts of the world, GIFA, since 
its inception in 2011, has been 
celebrating achievements and 
contributions of institutions 
and individuals towards the 
development and expansion of 
the Islamic banking and fi nance 
industry. GIFA has emerged as 
the most authentic market-led 
Islamic fi nance awards pro-
gramme in the world.

Qatar University (QU) 
has announced the Fu-
ture Tech Forum 2023, 

to be held from October 22-25 
coinciding with Cyber Security 
Week and World AI Week. 

The forum will be co-organ-
ised by QU’s Artifi cial Intelli-
gence (AI) Organisation and the 
QU KINDI Centre for Comput-
ing Research, it was announced 
yesterday at a press conference.

KINDI Centre for Computing 
Research director Dr Abdulaziz 
al-Ali, QU student activities 
director Abdullah al-Mulla, 
communications and public 
relations director Dr Hitmi al-
Hitmi, and the AI Organisation 
president Moslem al-Qawasmi 
were present. 

Dr al-Ali,  said: “AI is not just 
a technology; it is a catalyst for 
innovation in various sectors. 

Qatar University is committed 
to advancing research in the 
fi eld of artifi cial intelligence, 
and we are proud to be part of 
the Future Tech Forum to ex-
plore its potential.” 

The conference organis-
ers stressed that the forum 
will bring together the bright-
est minds in the fi elds of AI 
and cybersecurity. They also 
stressed that the forum intends 
to become a gathering point 
for leaders and innovators in 
the fi eld. The student-led AI 

Organisation aims to spread 
awareness about AI and its im-
portance in modern societies, 
through events, workshops and 
seminars, and hosted by ex-
perts in the fi eld. 

The KINDI Centre facilitates 
and supports Computer and 
Information Science and Engi-
neering research at QU by capi-
talising on the existing critical 
mass of research work in this 
important fi eld, and by lever-
aging existing local and inter-
national partnerships.

Silatech partners with BRAC to aid 
self-employment in Bangladesh

Qatar-based Silatech has 
announced a partnership 
with BRAC, the world’s 

largest development organisation, 
to promote youth income genera-
tion through fi nancial inclusion, 
and to unlock access to fi nance for 
684,212 youth in Bangladesh to 
become self-employed.

The project, Unlocking Finan-
cial Solutions for Youth Enterprise 
Development was signed on the 
sidelines of the 78th edition of the 
United Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA) in New York on Sunday.

It aims to address the lack of 
access to traditional fi nancing re-
sources for the youth of Bangla-
desh who seek to sustain, start, or 
expand their income-generating 
ventures. 

Over the course of three years, 
the project will provide fi nanc-
ing products to young people who 
do not have access to traditional 
banking services. Moreover, it will 
off er fi nancial literacy and entre-
preneurial training programmes 
to enhance the sustainability of 
their ventures and improve the fi -
nancial literacy and capabilities of 
youth entrepreneurs.

The lack of access to formal fi -
nancing is a signifi cant challenge 
for small and medium enterprises 

(SMEs) in Bangladesh, with the 
World Bank estimating a fi nancing 
gap of $2.8bn. This gap is particu-
larly pronounced for women-led 
SMEs, as 60% of them lack col-
lateral.

The Covid-19 pandemic has 
further exacerbated these chal-
lenges, leading to reduced income, 
job loss, and limited fi nancial ac-
cess for youth. The project seeks 
to bridge this fi nancial gap and 
create meaningful economic op-
portunities for young people and 
their families. 

“Bangladesh has a huge youth 
population with few opportuni-
ties as it is the densest country in 
the world, and we are excited to 
partner with BRAC, the world’s 

largest development organisa-
tion to help reduce the suff ering of 
many youth due to lack of access 
to fi nancial solutions,” said Has-
san al-Mulla, Silatech CEO.

Asif Saleh, the executive direc-
tor of BRAC said: “BRAC believes 
in power of youth to drive eco-
nomic growth. We are extending 
microfi nance services and com-
bining it with fi nancial literacy, 
and entrepreneurship training 
to young entrepreneurs from 
marginalised backgrounds. Our 
client-centric approach ensures 
tailored fi nancial products, while 
mentorship and capacity build-
ing would help the young entre-
preneurs fuel the growth of their 
businesses.”

Fire Station announces eighth 

Artist in Residence programme

Fire Station: Artist in Residence (AIR) an-
nounced the launch of its 8th edition yester-
day, accompanied by the unveiling of the se-

lected artists. 
This year’s programme will run until June 18, 

2024. 
In a press statement, Fire Station director Khalifa 

Ahmad al-Obaidly said: “This initiative has con-
sistently demonstrated our dedication to nurturing 
and empowering Qatar’s emerging artistic talents. 
As these artists embark on a journey of creative ex-
ploration, we look forward to witnessing the evolu-
tion of their work and the impact they make within 
our artistic community and beyond.”

With more than 120 applications during the Open 
Call that took place between February 15 and April 
15, some 17 artists have been selected.

Participating artists for the eighth edition include 
Hannah Fakhri, Abdulla AlSallat, Shuaa al-Kuwari, 
Noora al-Hardan, Aljaze AlNaimi, Zainab AlShibani, 
Aisha al-Abdulla, Mohamed AlEmadi, Alkhuzama 
Alharami (all from Qatar), Somaia Dorzadeh (Iran), 
Oleksandra Umanska (Ukraine), Charlotte Roden-

berg (US), Marco Bruno, Simone Carena (both from 
Italy), Ann Mc Nally (Ireland), Alanoud Alghamdi 
(Saudi Arabia), and Maryam AlTajer (Bahrain).

Saida al-Khulaifi , head of Programmes and Exhi-
bitions of Fire Station, added: “Guided by our com-
mitment to fostering creative talent in Qatar, our 
annual Artist in Residence programme provides a 
dedicated nine-month period for participating art-
ists to refi ne their artistic practices across disciplines 
such as visual arts, photography, fi lm, sound art and 
design. Beyond individual growth, the programme 
offers a unique platform for artists to forge con-
nections, drawing mutual inspiration from 
one another.”

Off icials announce Future Tech Forum 2023.

QU Health hosts RCSI lecture
Qatar University (QU) Health’s 
Research and Graduate Studies 
Department recently organised a 
lecture for a delegation from the 
Royal College of Surgeons, Ireland 
(RCSI). 
The gathering included Dr Asmaa 
al-Thani, vice-president of Health 
and Medical Sciences at QU, and 
Prof Darran O’Connor, the dean 
of Graduate Studies, RCSI, along 
with several esteemed faculty 
members from QU Health.
During the lecture, valuable 
insights were shared regarding 
research topics and research 
teams at RCSI, with its 
distinguished heritage spanning 
several centuries. It is globally 
recognised as an institution 
dedicated to surgical and medical 
education, training, and research, 
continually contributing to 
healthcare delivery, making it a 
prestigious partner for academic 
and research co-operation.
The objective of Prof O’Connor’s 
presentation was to facilitate the 

initiation of vital partnerships 
with esteemed researchers at 
the Royal College and enable 
faculty members at QU to explore 
new prospects in healthcare 
and scientific research. The 
educational goals of the session 
included understanding the 
research landscape at RCSI and 
empowering faculty members to 
identify potential collaborators in 
research.
Mashael al-Shafai, director of 
Graduate Studies at QU Health, 
stated: “We are glad to collaborate 

with RCSI and to initiate our dual 
degree PhD programme in Health 
Sciences, which we started this 
year. We have two students who 
will be part of this dual degree 
and will be supervised by two 
supervisors, one from QU and 
another from RCSI. It is a great 
opportunity for our students 
to learn from the experience of 
faculty on both sides, to get the 
chance to work in two diff erent 
labs with various facilities, and to 
learn new research methods and 
techniques.”

Among the goals of the lecture was to understand the research 
landscape at RCSI.





HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Abdulrahman 
bin Jassim al-Thani chaired the 
delegation of Qatar in the co-
ordination meeting of the foreign 
ministers of the Gulf Co-oper-
ation Council (GCC) countries, 
which was held on the sidelines 
of the 78th session of the UN 
General Assembly in New York. 
The meeting discussed ways to 
strengthen fraternal relations 
between the GCC countries 
and the latest developments 
in regional and international 
situations, especially in Morocco, 
Libya, Sudan, Yemen and the 
occupied Palestinian territories. 
Also, the meeting discussed the 

call on Iraq to take serious and 
urgent steps to address the nega-
tive eff ects of the developments 
resulting from the ruling of the 
Federal Supreme Court regard-
ing the agreement concluded in 
2012 between Kuwait and Iraq 

on the regulation of maritime 
navigation in Khor Abdullah. 
The meeting was attended by 
members of the off icial delega-
tion accompanying HE the Prime 
Minister and members of the 
GCC states’ delegations. (QNA)
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HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani, President of the 
International Peace Institute Prince Zeid bin Ra’ad al-Hussein, and 
High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Aff airs and 
Security Policy Josep Borrell hosted a ministerial dinner yesterday 
on the Middle East, on the sidelines of the 78th session of the UN 
General Assembly in New York. During the dinner, they discussed 
the latest regional developments and ways to enhance regional 
security and stability. (QNA)

PM hosts ministerial 
dinner on Middle East HE the Prime Minister and Minister 

of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani 
chaired yesterday Qatar’s delega-
tion at the ministerial meeting of the 
Co-operation Council for the Arab 
States of the Gulf (GCC) with the US, 
with the participation of the foreign 
ministers of the GCC countries and US 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken on 
the sidelines of the 78th session of the 
UN General Assembly in New York. The 
meeting discussed ways to enhance 
the strategic partnership between the 
GCC countries and the US, as well as 
the latest regional and international 
developments, particularly in the oc-
cupied Palestinian territories, Libya, 
Morocco, Sudan, and Yemen. The 
meeting was attended by members of 
the off icial delegation accompanying 
HE the Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Aff airs, and members of the 
delegations of the GCC states and the 
US. (QNA)

PM heads Qatar’s delegation at GCC-US ministerial meeting

PM chairs Qatar’s delegation in GCC 
foreign ministers’ co-ordination meetSupporting education globally 

tops Qatar’s agenda: minister

HE the Minister of Educa-
tion and Higher Education, 
Buthaina bint Ali al-Jabr 

al-Nuaimi said that supporting 
education globally tops Qatar’s 
development agenda, highlight-
ing the country’s up to $2.3bn aid 
to support education worldwide 
through strategic partnerships.

This support enabled mil-
lions of students to access quality 
learning opportunities, as these 
programmes achieved tangible 
results, enabling young people to 
contribute to the development and 
well-being of their communities, 
she said.

The remarks came during her 
participation in the High-Impact 
Initiative on Transforming Educa-
tion, under the theme ‘Learning to 
build a better future for all’, on the 
sidelines of the 78th UNGA meet-
ings in New York. 

HE Qatar’s Permanent Repre-
sentative to the UN Sheikha Alya 
Ahmed bin Saif al-Thani attended 
the session.

HE al-Nuaimi stressed the im-
portance of the joint commitment 
towards providing quality educa-
tion for all, and that education is 
a common global interest and an 
essential driver for the progress of 
all 17 SDGs.

The session is part of endeavours 
to strengthen global eff orts to ac-
celerate achieving the fourth SDG 

on the quality of education, and to 
ensure the continuity of the global 
movement towards following up on 
the implementation of the commit-
ments of the Transforming Educa-
tion Summit (TES) which UN Sec-
retary-General Antonio Guterres 
called for in the previous UNGA, 
in a bid to place education atop the 
world’s political agenda.

The initiatives programme in-
cluded several sessions that fo-
cused on countries’ experiences on 
education transformation agenda, 
transforming education fi nancing 
and presenting initiatives towards 

achieving investment in a greater, 
more effi  cient and equitable man-
ner; and exchanging the views of 
youth and students and their re-
sponses to the experiences of their 
countries.

Qatar is one of the fi ve pioneer-
ing countries leading the educa-
tion transformation process, as it 
was chosen at the invitation of the 
UN secretary-general during the 
TES 2022. This selection refl ects 
the extent of the interest that Qa-
tar attaches to supporting educa-
tion at the national and interna-
tional levels. (QNA)

HE the Minister of Education and Higher Education Buthaina bint Ali 
al-Jabr al-Nuaimi

‘Amir’s UNGA 
speeches always 
receive positive 
feedback’
Adviser to HE the Prime Minister and Minister 

of Foreign Aff airs and Offi  cial Spokesperson 
for the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs Dr Majed bin 

Mohamed al-Ansari has stressed that Qatar’s contin-
uous participation in the meetings of the UN General 
Assembly (UNGA) always receives positive feedback, 
especially towards the speeches of His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani.

In his remarks to Qatar News Agency (QNA), Dr al-
Ansari said that Qatar — as a proactive and infl uential 
partner in the international community and an eff ec-
tive member of the UN — always works to strengthen 
its position in this international body, in particular, 
and the international community in general through 
its active participation in the UNGA meetings.

He added that the annual speeches of His Highness 
the Amir before the UNGA include a clearly delivered 
group of visions and ideas, setting the directions for 
Qatar’s foreign policy and its work within the multi-
lateral international framework. 

He stressed that participating in the UNGA meet-
ings represents an annual opportunity to emphasise 
Qatar’s foreign policy fi rm stances and a chance to 
push toward clear directions regarding basic issues in 
which Qatar believes.

 Thus, there are always constants in the Amir’s 
speech that always form an essential part of Qatar’s 
foreign policy, on top of which are the Palestinian 
cause and regional issues.

He pointed out that the Amir’s presence in the 
UNGA draws the attention of various parties and that 
the meetings held on the sidelines of His Highness’ 
participation in the UNGA represent the bedrock of 
Qatar’s foreign policy. 

He said that this annual gathering, which brings 
together a large number of leaders of world countries 
under one umbrella, gives a chance to push forward 
the agenda for Qatar’s foreign policy. In addition, 
the great respect that His Highness the Amir enjoys 
through his participation in the UNGA confi rms the 
success of this participation and its importance in the 
international context.

He indicated that Qatar’s participation in the UNGA 
meetings also includes the launch of a number of im-
portant initiatives by Qatar, as in 2022 a group of ini-
tiatives were launched, led by the “Women in Confl ict 
Zones” initiative, in addition to holding an event on 
combating child traffi  cking in sports. Another side 
event came to commemorate the adoption of the Doha 
Program of Action for the Least Developed Countries, 
in addition to the “The Scoring Moment” for sustain-
able development, which was held two months ahead 
of hosting the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

He noted that all the initiatives put forward by Qatar 
in the UNGA are part of the State’s continuous active 
role in the UN through its Permanent Mission in New 
York headed by HE the Permanent Representative of 
the State of Qatar to the UN Sheikha Alya Ahmed bin 
Saif al-Thani, as the mission makes immense eff orts 
to consolidate Qatar’s relation with the UN and ensure 
that Qatar’s role is generally infl uential within the or-

ganisation. Dr al-Ansari said that the issue of media-
tion and resolving disputes by peaceful means comes 
at the heart of Qatar’s international infl uential roles, 
especially since it comes within Qatar’s foreign policy 
constants. 

He added that the mediation role played by Qatar is 
not a marginal issue in its foreign policy but rather a 
principle stipulated in its permanent constitution to 
consolidate international peace and security by pro-
moting the peaceful resolution of international dis-
putes.

He indicated that out of that role, Qatari diplomacy 
engaged during the past few years in several success-
ful mediations, including putting an end to the presi-
dential vacuum in Lebanon in 2008, signing the Doha 
Document for Peace in Darfur (DDPD), mediating be-
tween Eritrea and Djibouti, the release of hostages in 
Syria, in addition to working to achieve reconciliation 
between the Palestinians.

In the same context, a peace agreement was 
achieved between the US and Taliban, which required 
a tremendous eff ort and ended the longest war in the 
history of the US and the suff ering of the Afghan peo-
ple that lasted for more than 20 years. In addition, Qa-
tar hosted the intra-Afghan negotiations, the indirect 
talks between the US and Iran regarding the nuclear 
deal, and the signing of Chadian parties on the Doha 
Peace Agreement. Qatar’s latest mediation eff orts was 
between the US and Tehran to release some prisoners 
and open a humanitarian channel in the same agree-
ment. Dr al-Ansari stressed that Qatar’s success in 
mediation is a direct result of the wise leadership’s 
interest in the success of any negotiations and also 
of the political will in Qatar that makes sure to have 
a clear role regarding resolving confl icts and peaceful 
solutions. (QNA)

Al-Qahtani: Qatar has no 

hidden political agenda

HE ambassador Dr Mut-
laq bin Majed al-Qahtani 
has asserted that good 

endeavours, mediation and dis-
pute settlement through peace-
ful means represent a strategic 
option and core pillar of Qatar’s 
foreign policy. 

In an interview with Qatar 
News Agency (QNA),  HE Dr 
al-Qahtani said Qatar gives top 
priority to the principle of con-
solidating international peace 
and security in its foreign policy, 
which is one of most important 
and fundamental principles of 
the UN Charter, through encour-
aging the pacific settlement of 
regional and international dis-
putes; stressing that this princi-
ple is derived from the directives 
and vision of the wise leadership 
of Qatar, and is based on the per-
manent constitution of Qatar, its 
history, culture and the true Is-
lamic religion.

Qatar’s wise leadership, rep-
resented by His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani, has powerful desire 
and consolidated belief in the 
importance of moving forward to 
pursue mediation approach and 
exert good endeavours to bolster 
regional and international peace 

and security and consolidate Qa-
tar’s status globally, he added.

HE Dr al-Qahtani pointed out 
that Qatar has gained an accu-
mulative expertise spanning over 
more than a quarter-century in 
mediation and good endeavours 
which conspicuously consolidat-
ed its regional and global repu-
tation and stature as a fair and 
independent mediator to achieve 
peace and security in the region 
and worldwide.

He emphasised that Qatar — 
through its experience and ex-
pertise — gained the confidence 
of the international community 
and remained welcomed and ac-
ceptable mediator by virtue of 
the approach Qatar pursues in 
mediation which is consistent 
with the provisions of the inter-
national law, in addition to its 
adherence to principles of trans-
parency, credibility, impartiality, 
observing cultural sensitivity of 
parties to the conflict, respecting 
religion, customs and traditions, 
as well as maintaining confiden-
tiality of negotiations and com-
mitment to high professionality 
during engagement with a variety 
of concerned parties.

Qatar has no hidden political 
agenda and does not seek pub-

licity when undertaking its role 
as mediator to settle disputes, as 
such efforts stem from its keen-
ness to build peace, stability, and 
development both in the region 
and worldwide, HE Dr al-Qahta-
ni added. Qatar exists in a region 
that witnesses many conflicts 
and tensions and has a consoli-
dated belief in the significance 
of taking mediation role to set-
tle disputes and exert good en-
deavours to resolve differences 
to avoid conflict, along with its 
consequential human, economic 
and development costs, he noted.

HE Dr al-Qahtani pointed out 
that Qatar does not impose itself 
as mediator in conflict resolu-
tion or addressing any regional 
or international crisis without 
parties to the conflicts consent 
to engage in mediation, because 
such a matter is related to na-
tions sovereignty, he said, adding 
that Qatar does not invite itself 
to interfere without approval of 
parties to the conflict.

He touched on several crises 
that have been resolved through 
Qatari mediation, whether at the 
level of nations or political enti-
ties and groups, as well as the 
current efforts in some regional 
and international files. (QNA)

HE the ambassador Dr Mutlaq bin Majed al-Qahtani speaking to QNA.
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Residency programme directors from 
elite US academic health centres 
visited Weill Cornell Medicine-Qatar 
(WCM-Q) to learn about the college’s 
education programmes and off er career 
development advice to students. 
The Visiting Professorship Programme 
(VPP), which began in 2013, is held 
annually to help establish strong 
collaborative links between WCM-Q and 
other elite medical institutions around the 
world. 
During their visit, the professors toured 
the state-of-the-art teaching and research 
facilities at WCM-Q, Hamad Medical 
Corporation, Sidra Medicine, Aspetar and 
other healthcare sites, took part in a panel 
discussion with students, viewed research 
posters created by students, exchanged 
ideas with WCM-Q faculty, and saw 
students present medical case studies. 

The visiting professors also visited Qatar 
Foundation HQ.
This year, the VPP welcomed 16 
residency programme directors from 15 
leading US medical schools, including 
the Mayo Clinic College of Medicine 
& Science, Duke University School of 
Medicine, the University of California, Los 
Angeles, Case Western University School 
of Medicine, and McGovern Medical 
School at the University of Texas, among 
many others. 
The visiting professors are directors 
of residency programmes specialised 
in internal medicine, obstetrics and 
gynaecology, physical medicine 
and rehabilitation, psychiatry, 
paediatrics, emergency medicine, 
surgery, family medicine, and 
anaesthesiology. 
Dr Thurayya Arayssi, vice dean for 

curricular and academic aff airs, said: “It 
is a great pleasure to welcome so many 
highly qualified professors from such 

renowned institutions to WCM-Q. Their 
insights are invaluable to our medical 
students as they make important 

decisions about the next steps in their 
careers in medicine and their personal 
and professional development.”

Leading US residency programme directors visit WCM-QLeading US residency programme directors visit WCM-Q

Residency programme directors from leading US medical colleges visit WCM-Q.

HEC Paris empowers 
Qatari talent through 
executive leadership 
programmes at QNB
HEC Paris in Qatar, desig-

nated No 1 in the world by 
the Financial Times Execu-

tive Education ranking for the sec-
ond year in a row, has announced its 
collaboration with QNB Group, the 
largest fi nancial institution in the 
Middle East and Africa, to design 
two customised executive educa-
tion programmes.

In support of Qatar’s national 
workforce, this collaboration aims 
to empower Qatari talent in pursuit 
of managerial roles with specialised 
skills and insights.

The ‘Management Development 
Programme’ and ‘High Impact 
Leadership Programme’ will pro-
vide participants with the skills and 
knowledge required to excel in their 
roles and drive impactful organisa-
tional change.

In line with QNB’s strategic 
Qatarisation plan, HEC Paris in 
Qatar’s Executive programmes 
harness world-class expertise to 
enhance the competitiveness of the 
local workforce by nurturing lead-
ers who can navigate complex glo-
bal challenges, localise internation-
al best practices, and contribute to 
the country’s sustainable economic 
growth. 

“These programmes will be an 
integral part of our Qatarisation 
policies and ongoing commit-
ment to developing and supporting 
emerging national leaders in line 

with our fi ve-year plan,” comment-
ed Amal Mohd al-Kuwari, execu-
tive vice-president – QNB Group 
Talent Learning and Development. 

“In this era of unprecedented 
change, we need leaders who do not 
only recognise the opportunities in 
these transformations but also pos-
sess the skillset to drive strategic, 
organisational and cultural change.” 

The ‘Management Development 
Programme’ empowers emerging 
leaders to enhance their manage-
ment capabilities on organisa-
tional and individual levels, build 
meaningful working relationships 
and gain a comprehensive under-
standing of the dynamic business 
landscape, enabling them to drive 
change and transition into leader-
ship roles within the organisation. 
Meanwhile, the ‘High Impact Lead-

ership Programme’ aims to equip 
leaders with advanced management 
and problem-solving skills to navi-
gate complex business environ-
ments, make informed decisions, 
and eff ectively lead their teams. 

“QNB recognises the value of in-
vesting in its key asset, its people, 
and the future of the Qatari na-
tion,” commented Dr Pablo Martin 
de Holan, dean of HEC Paris in Qa-
tar. “By partnering with HEC Paris, 
it is leveraging the expertise of an 
institution recently ranked by the 
Financial Times as the No. 1 execu-
tive education provider for the sec-
ond year in a row. We look forward 
to delivering these programmes 
and demonstrating our unwaver-
ing commitment to fostering lead-
ership excellence while driving a 
positive impact”.

HEC Paris in Qatar dean Pablo Martin de Holan addressing the programme 
participants.

ICONE Voices of Design Made 
in Italy opens tomorrow

Italy and its exceptional de-
sign production is set to 
present a unique exhibition, 

titled “ICONE. Voices of De-
sign Made in Italy”, at Msheir-
eb’s M7 from tomorrow until 
December 20.

The exhibition, curated by 
Rossana Orlandi and designed 
by Lucio Micheletti, is pro-
moted by the embassy of Italy 
in Doha and hosted by Qatar 
Museums.

It was the idea of Orlandi, 
a leading fi gure on the inter-
national creative scene, Com-
passo d’Oro 2022 winner, and 
ambassador for “good design,” 
to have a signature exhibi-
tion design by Micheletti of 
Micheletti+Partners. 

The exhibit, which emerges 
on the back of two keywords: 
emotion and education, prom-
ises a sensorial experience, 
enveloping visitors within the 
customised layout exploring 
original ideas around exhibi-
tion design.

The most advanced lighting, 
digital and audio technologies 
will engage the audience and 
render the visit as immersive as 
possible. 

The exhibit is divided into 
two parts. In the fi rst, the 
showcase transforms the ob-
jects into actors. The second, 
which is dedicated to the com-
panies of Made in Italy design, 
introduces video compilations 
recounting their stories under 
the supervision of Francesca 
Molteni.

In a press statement, Ital-
ian ambassador Paolo Toschi 
said: “The ICONE exhibit rep-
resents an opportunity for the 
Italian system inserted within 
the highly visible international 

context of Doha, which is in-
creasingly becoming an epi-
centre of culture and creativity 
with a global focus, not to men-
tion a market greatly concerned 
with quality and beauty — de-
scriptors synonymous with 
Made in Italy design. 

“Thanks to the crucial col-
laboration with Qatar Muse-
ums and the partnership with 
its Chairperson, HE Sheikha Al 

Mayassa bint Hamad bin Kha-
lifa al-Thani, we have been giv-
en an opportunity to bring the 
excellence of the Italian design 
industry to Qatar, entrusting its 
curatorship to Rossana Orlandi, 
an internationally recognised 
fi gure within the fi eld.”

Special initiatives will also 
animate a calendar of events 
punctuating the three-month 
duration of the exhibit.

GWC organises blood GWC organises blood 
donation drivedonation drive
Gulf Warehousing Company 
(GWC) recently held its annual 
blood donation drive as part of 
its corporate social responsibility 
(CSR) mandate.
The drive was conducted at 
the company’s logistics hub 
in Ras Bufontas Free Zone, in 
association with Hamad Medical 
Corporation, which deployed 
its mobile blood donor unit. 
The campaign attracted many 
donors. 
“Donating blood is a noble cause, 
and it plays a critical role in 
saving lives. The blood donation 
drive is a key initiative of GWC’s 
CSR policy and our way of 
serving the larger community,” 
said GWC group chief executive 
off icer Ranjeev Menon.
GWC has been organising blood 
donation campaigns for more 
than a decade now and has 
seen an uptake in the number 
of participating donors, thus 
exemplifying the spirit of giving.

HBKU College of Law hosts discussion on legal issues in motorsport

Hamad Bin Khalifa University’s 
(HBKU) College of Law and the 
Qatar Motor and Motorcycle 
Federation (QMMF) co-hosted 
a panel discussion highlighting 
legal issues in motorsport.
The session was held in advance 
of the second Qatar Grand Prix, 
scheduled for October 6-8.  
Titled “Legal Issues in Motorsport: 
Preparing for the Qatar Grand 
Prix,” the event’s panel featured 
renowned local and international 
experts including Amro al-Hamad, 
executive director, QMMF; Fatima 
al-Qaedi, communication and 
marketing manager, QMMF; 
Mark Buckley, partner, Fladgate; 
Mohamed Bhaimohmed, senior 
counsel – head of legal, FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022; and Zachary Calo, 
professor of law, HBKU and senior 
counsel, McNair International. 
Al-Hamad gave introductory 
remarks, underlining the 

importance of Qatar’s hosting of 
a prominent motorsport event. 
His comments set the stage 
for a lively discussion about 
governance, dispute resolution 
and intellectual property – 
all relevant subjects since 
motorsport, particularly at the 

Grand Prix level, is highly rules 
based.  
An important aspect of the 
session involved Bhaimohmed 
presenting lessons learned from 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
which al-Hamad and al-Qaedi 
discussed in connection with the 

Qatar Grand Prix.  
A second key feature was the 
examination of the complex 
regulatory and dispute resolution 
processes in motorsport, which 
Prof Calo detailed and Buckley, 
who has been involved in 
numerous cases, discussed from 
a legal counsel’s perspective. The 
session also gave students and 
faculty the chance to network with 
fellow motorsport enthusiasts.
Susan L Karamanian, dean, 
HBKU College of Law, noted that 
“The second Qatar Grand Prix 
reflects the exponential growth 
experienced by the Mena region’s 
motorsports sector. It will require 
locally-based legal professionals, 
well-versed in the law in this field, 
to continue its development, 
which falls under our mission to 
build regional capacity with global 
relevance.”

Gord Academy, a centre of excellence within 
the Gulf Organisation for Research and 
Development (Gord), recently hosted in-person 
workshops for bolstering the adoption of 
green building practices under the Global 
Sustainability Assessment System (GSAS). 
The workshops catered to professionals 
pursuing GSAS Design & Build and GSAS 
Operations Certified Green Professional (CGP) 
licences.
Together, the two workshops drew more 
than 60 practitioners working on prominent 
building and infrastructure projects across 
Qatar.
In attendance were representatives from 
Qatar Investment Authority, Public Works 
Authority, Hamad International Airport, 
Primary Healthcare Corporation, Naufar, Qatar 
University, Carnegie Mellon University, Meeza 
and other representatives from leading entities 
in the region.
Dr Yousef Alhorr, founding chairman of 
Gord, said: “GSAS workshops serve a dual 

purpose. On a theoretical level, they provide 
professionals with an in-depth comprehension 
of the GSAS framework, its principles, 
categories, and the necessary procedures for 
implementing sustainability best practices 
in building and infrastructure projects. On 
a practical level, they empower individuals 
to assume the role of green professionals, 
enabling them to make a tangible impact on 
the ground and support the transformation of 

the built environment towards a sustainable 
future.”
The three-day GSAS Design & Build workshop 
off ered attendees the essential knowledge 
required for evaluating the sustainability 
performance of new building and 
infrastructure projects.
GSAS Operations Green Professional workshop, 
spanned a day and equipped attendees with 
the knowledge, tools and expertise to evaluate 
the environmental impact of existing building 
and infrastructure projects.
The workshops garnered participation from 
various representatives from local and regional 
bodies and institutions. 
These events marked the beginning of a series 
of in-person training sessions for equipping 
engineering teams with comprehensive 
knowledge of GSAS principles. The ultimate 
objective of these capacity-building workshops 
is to firmly integrate green building practices in 
alignment with GSAS standards throughout all 
government and private structures in the region.

Gord Academy holds training in sustainable building practices

Attendees at one of the workshops.



More than a year after the mass protest movement known as the 
Aragalaya ousted Sri Lanka’s president Gotabaya Rajapaksa and his 
brother, prime minister Mahinda Rajapaksa, Sri Lankans have once again 
taken to the streets.

The impetus for the resurgence of public discontent is the recent bailout 
agreement between the International Monetary Fund and President Ranil 
Wickremesinghe’s government. The deal, which aims to address the 
country’s ongoing balance-of-payments crisis, off ers Sri Lanka less than 
$3bn over four years – a tiny fraction of what the country needs to meet its 
debt-servicing requirements and just one-sixth of its foreign-exchange 
earnings, which amounted to roughly $18bn in 2022.

In exchange for this emergency loan, the IMF imposed a series of 
conditions that have signifi cantly exacerbated Sri Lanka’s wage and 
cost-of-living crises. The mandated shift to market exchange rates, in 
particular, immediately led to a sharp currency devaluation, causing 
imported fuel and food prices to skyrocket and contributing to a 165% 
increase in electricity tariff s between June 2022 and February 2023.

As fi scal restraints were imposed, the economy continued to spiral 
down, with GDP shrinking by 7.8% in 2022 and 11.5% in the fi rst quarter of 
2023. This has had an adverse impact on employment, livelihoods, and the 
viability of small and medium-size enterprises. Consequently, real wages 
fell by 30-50% in 2022 and have remained stagnant.

Despite paying lip service to the importance of combating corruption 
and curbing illicit fi nancial fl ows, the IMF plan falls short of tackling these 
issues eff ectively. Although it includes a modest increase in corporate 
income taxes, it neglects the possibility of imposing wealth taxes. 
Moreover, its focus on highly regressive measures, such as nearly doubling 
the value-added tax to 15%, means that the bulk of additional revenues 
will be generated through indirect taxes that disproportionately aff ect 

ordinary people.
The current wave of protests is 

partly a reaction to the government’s 
decision to comply with the IMF’s 
demand to restructure both external 
and domestic debt. Instead of 
focusing on lowering the external 
debt to a sustainable level, however, 
the agreement aims to bring down 
total debt, thereby reducing the 
haircut imposed on foreign creditors 
to just 30%.

This has exacerbated the 
crisis and is diffi  cult to justify. In 
countries that do not issue global 
reserve currencies, there is a clear 

distinction between domestic and external debt. Governments can 
and do service domestic debt using their own currencies, the supply of 
which is controlled by their central banks. By contrast, foreign currency-
denominated debt necessitates either foreign-exchange earnings or new 
borrowing.

Sri Lanka’s crisis is largely the result of the country’s inability to service 
its external debt due to insuffi  cient foreign-currency reserves. Since 
2016, the government has preferred to take on new international loans, 
primarily from private lenders, to repay its foreign creditors, including 
bilateral and multilateral lenders. In early 2022, the government chose to 
default on its foreign loans rather than explore alternative solutions.

But restructuring domestic debt in an economy already in decline 
is both painful and unnecessary. Sri Lanka’s domestic debt is held by 
various entities, including the central bank, commercial banks, and 
pension funds. Given that the country’s banking system is already severely 
weakened, pension funds will almost certainly bear the brunt of the 
expected adjustment.

This will have a signifi cant impact on the retirement savings of workers 
who have already been hit by massive price increases. By reducing the 
interest rates on sovereign bonds held by Sri Lanka’s largest pension funds 
from more than 20% to 12%, and then to 9% from 2025 until maturity, the 
government aims to reduce its interest burden by 0.5 percentage points of 
GDP annually.

Recent estimates by Ahilan Kadirgamar suggest that this will result 
in a 30% decline in the value of retirement funds a decade from now. 
Moreover, these pension funds, often holding the only fi nancial assets of 
working people, will be subject to a 30% tax on their returns – higher than 
the tax rate applied to many in the corporate sector.

Many workers whose life savings are invested in these retirement funds 
earn wage incomes well below the minimum taxable rate. 

These groups have already experienced an alarming decline in living 
standards. Nearly 56% of Sri Lanka’s 22.2mn people are now grappling 
with multidimensional vulnerabilities, with women and girls being the 
hardest hit. Offi  cial estimates suggest that roughly 43% of children 
under the age of fi ve suff er from malnutrition, as do a growing number of 
pregnant and lactating women.

A genuine resolution to Sri Lanka’s prolonged economic crisis would 
require a dramatic change in strategy. — Project Syndicate

For Jaime Maussan, a 
Mexican journalist 
and long-time UFO 
enthusiast, they are 

one of the most important 
discoveries in the history of 
humankind.

But for many scientists these 
two tiny mummifi ed bodies 
with elongated heads and three 
fi ngers on each hand, images of 
which were beamed around the 
world this week when they were 
presented to Mexico’s Congress, 
are an already-debunked — 
perhaps criminal — stunt.

At Maussan’s offi  ce, in the 
Mexico City business district of 
Santa Fe, staff  members carefully 
carry the two closed boxes with 
glass lids containing the bodies 
into a green-screened studio, 
where Reuters had exclusive 
access on Friday.

Everyone huddles around to 
get a better look. The bodies 
appear ancient and share 
characteristics with humans: 
two eyes, a mouth, two arms, 
two legs. Maussan claims they 
were found around 2017 in Peru, 
near the pre-Columbian Nazca 
Lines.

He says he can prove they 
are unlike anything known on 
Earth. On social media and in 
the hearing, he shared scientifi c 
analysis and study results he 
argues proves the bodies are 
about 1,000 years old and not 
related to any known Earthly 
species.

One of them, described 
by Maussan as a female, was 
discovered to have eggs inside, 
he said.

“It is the most important 
thing that has happened to 
humanity,” Maussan, 70, said of 

his crusade to bring awareness to 
the fi ndings, sitting in his offi  ce 
that is heavily decorated with 
colourful alien-themed artwork 
and paraphernalia.

“I believe that this 
phenomenon is the only one 
that gives us the opportunity to 
unite,” he added.

Elsa Tomasto-Cagigao, 
a respected Peruvian bio-
anthropologist, is frustrated 
such claims are still being given 
publicity, citing similar alleged 
fi nds that were found to be 
frauds.

“What we said before still 
stands, they are presenting 
the same rehash as always and 
if there are people that keep 
believing that, what can we 
do?,” she said by phone. “It is so 
crass and so simple that there is 
nothing more to add.”

Previous such fi nds have 
been dismissed by the scientifi c 
community as mutilated 
mummies of pre-Hispanic 
children, sometimes combined 
with bits of animal parts.

David Spergel, former head 
of Princeton University’s 
astrophysics department 
and chair of a Nasa report 
into unidentifi ed anomalous 
phenomena, said on Thursday 
that such samples should be 
made available for testing by the 
world’s scientifi c community.

Testing conundrum
Maussan shared on social 

media and in his presentation 
the results of DNA and carbon 
dating tests that he said he 
commissioned on “the beings.”

A Mexican scientist, at the 
request of Reuters, reviewed 
the results and concluded they 
indicated normal life on Earth.

Maussan told Reuters on 
Friday that the test results were 
not directly related to the two 
bodies that he showed Congress 
this week, however. In fact, he 
said, they were conducted on an 
entirely diff erent body, known as 
Victoria, that remains in Peru.

“They were found in the 
same place. They have the same 

physical appearance, they are the 
same,” Maussan said of Victoria 
and the two bodies he presented 
in Mexico. Testing was not done 
on those two bodies in order to 
avoid damaging them, he said.

Maussan is no stranger to 
controversy. He has made 
claims about other remains in 
the past that have been widely 
criticized. He participated in 
a 2017 TV documentary about 
other remains found near the 
Nazca Lines, which experts 
like Tomasto-Cagigao and 
palaeontologist Rodolfo Salas-
Gismondi have said appeared to 
feature doctored mummies.

Now, he has angered Peruvian 
offi  cials.

Peruvian Culture Minister 
Leslie Urteaga has questioned 
how the specimens, which she 
said were pre-Hispanic objects, 
left Peru and says a criminal 
complaint has been fi led.

“I’m not worried. I have done 
absolutely nothing illegal,” 
Maussan said.

How the bodies arrived in 
Mexico is a question he says 
he cannot answer. Borrowed 
by Maussan for the hearing, 
they are in the possession of 
a Mexican man, who was in 
Maussan’s offi  ce on Friday and 
who declined to be identifi ed.

When asked how the bodies 
— whom he called Clara and 
Mauricio — came to be in his 
possession, the man replied only 
that he would reveal all “at the 
appropriate time.”

Jose de Jesus Zalce Benitez, 
Director of the Health 
Sciences Research Institute 
of the Secretary of the Navy, 
participated in the congressional 
hearing, bolstering Maussan’s 
claims. Now joining him at his 
offi  ce, he calmly explained his 
interpretation of the science.

“Based on the DNA tests, 
which were compared with 
more than one million species 
... they are not related to what 
is known or described up to this 
moment by science or by human 
knowledge,” he said.

Julieta Fierro, the scientist at 
Mexico’s National Autonomous 
University’s (UNAM) Institute 
of Astronomy who reviewed 
Maussan’s test results for 
Reuters, sees far less mystery in 
the data.

She said that the presence of 
carbon-14 in studies done by 
UNAM proves that the samples 
were related to brain and skin 
tissues from diff erent mummies 
who died at diff erent times.

The proportion of the 
radioactive carbon-14 isotope 
that is absorbed by living 
organisms into their tissue 
decays over time, which allows 
scientists to determine the 
approximate year of death of the 
specimen.

On other planets, the 
amount of carbon-14 in 
their atmospheres would not 
necessarily be the same as on 
Earth, she said.

All in all, the results “do not 
show anything mysterious that 
could indicate life compounds 
that do not exist on Earth,” 
Fierro said. — Reuters
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A tiny body of a specimen, that Mexican journalist and UFO enthusiast Jaime Maussan says is not related 
to any known Earthly species and which he presented along with another one to Mexico’s Congress 
earlier this week, is pictured, in Mexico City, on Friday. (Reuters)
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His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani’s annual 
participation in the UN General 
Assembly (UNGA) meetings in New 
York, and his presiding over Qatar’s 
delegation to the 78th UNGA session 
reflects the state’s important and 
distinguished global presence, said HE 
the Permanent Representative of Qatar 
to the UN Sheikha Alya Ahmed bin Saif 
al-Thani.
Speaking to Qatar News Agency (QNA), 
HE Sheikha Alya stressed that the 
Amir’s speech at the UNGA opening 
session due today is highly anticipated 
by heads of state and government, with 
His Highness defining Qatar’s stances 
and priorities on many regional and 
international issues.
She said that Qatar would participate in 
the General Assembly High-level Week 
2023 with a high-profile delegation 
that includes HE the Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Aff airs, Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim 
al-Thani, and several ministers and 
off icials.
Qatar will participate with a 
distinguished delegation in the 2023 
SDG Summit to help put the world back 
on the right track towards a greener, 
cleaner, safer and more just future for 
all, she added, highlighting Qatar’s 
presence in several other meetings 
covering the UN future and issues 
including health, combating current 
and future epidemics, climate change, 

and education. Commenting on Qatar’s 
active regional and international 
roles and its close partnership with 
the UN, HE Sheikha Alya said that 
the worldwide confidence in Qatar 
enabled it to establish a close and 
elevated partnership with the UN that 
culminated in the inauguration of the 
Doha-based UN House in March, on the 
sidelines of Qatar’s hosting of the Fifth 
UN Conference on the Least Developed 
Countries (LDC5).
She added that the UN House, 
which comprises 12 international 
organisations and agencies concerned 
with important international issues 
such as combating terrorism, 

sustainable development, child 
protection, and education, and has 
close relations with Qatar, reflects the 
importance of the international role of 
the State’s active diplomacy within the 
framework of multilateral work and its 
prominent role in several files such as 
mediation and dispute resolution.
The Doha-based UN House is a 
testament to the close, strong and deep 
Qatar-UN partnership in several areas 
and provides an ideal model for several 
countries to follow in Qatar’s footsteps 
in upholding the role of the UN in the 
region and the entire world, she added.
Qatar plays a prominent international 
role, possesses active diplomacy 

that has enabled it to occupy a 
distinguished position at the global 
level, and earn the confidence of the 
international community, she stressed.
HE Sheikha Alya highlighted the 
September 13 high-level event, 
organised by the Permanent Mission 
of the State of Qatar to the UN in 
partnership with the Education 
Above All Foundation (EAA), Unicef 
and Unesco, to mark the fourth 
International Day to Protect Education 
from Attack, at the UN headquarters. 
She noted that the event which brought 
together high-profile participants 
was part of the celebration of the 
International Day to Protect Education 
from Attack, which was unanimously 
approved by the UNGA in May 2020 
based on a draft resolution submitted 
by Qatar. The resolution urged the 
international community to mitigate the 
plight of students in armed conflicts.
She highlighted Her Highness 
Chairperson of EAA and UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG) Advocate 
Sheikha Moza bint Nasser’s speech 
during the event which discussed 
the suff erings and challenges faced 
by school and university students 
in several armed conflict-ravaged 
countries.
HE Sheikha Alya stressed that Qatar 
had contributed strongly over the past 
decades to promoting education for the 
most marginalised children worldwide, 
and had worked to provide quality 

education opportunities for the children 
and youth in need, especially those 
whose education has been disrupted 
due to emergencies and conflicts. 
The International Day to Protect 
Education from Attack is a call to 
take urgent and concrete measures 
to protect education from attacks, 
by enforcing the provisions of 
international law related to education, 
she added, hailing the event as annual 
platform to strengthen advocacy and 
mobilize concrete actions to protect 
education and achieve sustainable 
peace for all.
Her Excellency lauded Qatar’s eff orts at 
various levels to find solutions to crises, 
play the role of eff ective mediation 
in many regional and international 
issues, and support humanitarian 
and development endeavours in the 
communities and countries most in 
need. Qatar’s support for international 
anti-terrorism eff orts was highly 
praised by all UN-aff iliated bodies and 
strengthened the confidence of the 
international community in the role that 
it can play, Her Excellency added.
Qatar has been the primary option 
in the region for the UN and various 
international community parties to 
contribute to solving various issues in 
recognition for its sincere pro-humanity 
approaches, and its unrelented eff orts 
to solve suspended issues in the Arab 
and Islamic region and beyond, Her 
Excellency concluded. (QNA)

Amir’s participation in UNGA meetings reflects our global presence: Sheikha Alya

‘Appointing Qatari to fi ght 
corruption an appreciation of 
Amir’s support for UN goals’

Qatar’s support for the 
UN organs upon direc-
tives of His Highness the 

Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani, earned it a prestigious 
global position and demonstrated 
its growing infl uence worldwide, 
said HE the UN Special Advocate 
on the Prevention of Corruption 
Dr Ali bin Fetais al-Marri.

Speaking to Qatar News Agen-
cy (QNA), His Excellency hailed 
Qatar’s positive roles within the 
international organisations, par-
ticularly the UN, highlighting 
the Amir’s approaches to support 
the achievement of the UN goals, 
most notably the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs), which 
will not be achieved without 
fi ghting corruption.

Qatar’s great support prompt-
ed the UN to appoint a Qatari of-
fi cial as UN Special Advocate on 
the Prevention of Corruption in 
appreciation and gratitude for all 
Qatar’s anti-corruption eff orts, 
which is closely linked to achiev-
ing the SDGs, he added.

Dr al-Marri noted that the 
Amir’s annual participation in the 
UN General Assembly meetings is 
a demonstration of Qatar’s inter-
est in the UN, the international 
community and all global issues.

The UN, in return, highly ap-
preciates and respects Qatar 
thanks to its great and eff ective 
roles within the UN, he added, 
highlighting that countries are 
globally judged by the extent of 
their global infl uence rather than 
their areas or economies.

He stressed that Qatar’s inter-
est in actively participating in 

UN meetings and its vital roles in 
various global issues stems from 
its clear strategy that earned it a 
prestigious world position and a 
wide welcome from various UN 
agencies.

In 2021, Qatar announced an 
over $2bn contribution for the 
UN for peace and refugees, es-
pecially from refugees from Syr-
ia and Yemen, and support for 
Yemen, Bangladesh, Myanmar, 
Afghanistan and other crises, His 
Excellency highlighted.

Dr al-Marri stressed that the 
UNGA meetings constitute an 
annual opportunity to affi  rm the 
principles upon which the UN is 
based, as well as a platform for 
eff ective action on various inter-
national issues.

Commenting on His High-
ness the Amir’s participation at 
the UNGA meetings, Dr al-Marri 
said it has many implications, at 
top of which is the State of Qa-
tar’s full commitment to global 
issues, most notably refugees and 
humanitarian issues, in addition 

to the ongoing interest in the Pal-
estinian cause and other issues of 
concern for the Islamic and Arab 
nations. 

The UNGA meetings are an op-
portunity for heads of state and 
government to hold talks that are 
no less important than the UNGA 
meeting.

Qatar’s participation is also an 
opportunity to affi  rm the coun-
try’s fi nancial and political sup-
port for the UN’s calls for inter-
national peace and security, His 
Excellency said, highlighting 
Doha’s leading anti-corruption 
eff orts to help the UN achieve 
SDGs.

Dr al-Marri stressed that Qatar 
left no stone unturned in fi ght-
ing corruption, both locally and 
globally, highlighting the UN 
launch of the International An-
ti-Corruption Excellence Award 
in the name of His Highness the 
Amir, in appreciation of his role in 
fi ghting corruption and support-
ing corruption fi ghters world-
wide. (QNA)

The United Nations anti-corruption lawyer during the interview.

HE the Special Adviser to the UN 
Secretary-General on Public-
Private Partnerships and Islamic 
Social Finance Dr Ahmed bin 
Mohamed al-Muraikhi aff irmed 
Qatar’s outstanding role in finding 
political solutions to international 
crises by employing preventive 
diplomacy and good off ices as a 
tool to resolve disputes, noting 
that Qatar is among the most 
eff ective countries regionally and 
internationally.
In an interview with Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), he said Qatar has 
always been keen on participating 
in the meetings of the UN General 
Assembly on an annual basis, and 
pointed out that His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani’s participation in the 
UN General Assembly meetings 
and his speeches explain Qatar’s 
positions regarding solutions to 
the challenges facing humanity.
He pointed out that the Amir, 
in his speech before the UN 
General Assembly, seeks to 
direct the institutions of the 
international community to put 
forward solutions to the issues 
of poverty and hunger and to 
achieve sustainable development. 
This indicates the interest of the 
Amir and Qatar in the necessity 
of solidarity and the existence 
of justice and equality among 
peoples.
He added that the Amir always 

emphasises Qatar’s keenness to 
be a positive and eff ective party 
and to have a constructive role 
at the international level through 
balanced and multilateral political 
and economic relations.
On a question about Qatari 
initiatives in support of world 
peace, HE Dr al-Muraikhi said 
that Qatar has excelled in finding 
political solutions, and has also 
excelled in using diplomacy, 
mediation and good off ices in 
settling these disputes.
“We always say that finding 
radical solutions and addressing 
the root of the problems through 
political and diplomatic means 
is better than dealing with them 
through humanitarian aid only,” 
he said. He noted that Qatar 
National Vision 2030 is based 
on maintaining international 
peace and security, and the best 

example here is the contributions 
of Qatar to education. Qatar 
deems education as one of the 
most important things because 
countries cannot advance 
without education, and we find 
that civil society organisations 
are following this approach, 
led by the Education Above All 
Foundation, which is one of the 
initiatives of Her Highness the 
Chairperson of Qatar Foundation 
for Education, Science and 
Community Development 
Sheikha Moza bint Nasser. Over 
the past years, more than 5mn 
beneficiaries have benefited from 
this Foundation which is moving 
towards returning 10mn children 
to education, and this initiative 
succeeded in establishing the 
importance of education and the 
return of students to schools, he 
added. (QNA)

Special adviser to UN secretary-general: Qatar role 
eff ective in settling regional, international disputes

UNDP hails Qatar’s role 
in maintaining peace, 
resolving confl icts
QNA
New York 

Administrator of UN De-
velopment Programme 
(UNDP) Achim Steiner 

stressed the importance of Qa-
tar’s role in peacekeeping, confl ict 
resolution, mediation, and devel-
oping new co-operative relations, 
highlighting the state’s commit-
ment to development and human-
itarian responses to crises.

Speaking to Qatar News Agency 
(QNA), Steiner said His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Ha-
mad al-Thani’s participation in 
the 78th session of the UN General 
Assembly is a very strong signal of 
the support that Qatar provides 
to the UN, its centrality in inter-
national relations and the rule of 
law, and its ability to also support 
countries through reaching agree-
ments to address issues that per-
haps in the past may have seemed 
secondary, but became very cen-
tral today, especially responses to 
epidemics, emergencies, econom-
ic transformations, and reform of 
the international fi nancial archi-
tecture.

He pointed out that the co-
operation between the UNDP and 
Qatar is increasing, especially in 
aspects related to women, peace-
keeping, and women in confl ict 
situations. “We have developed 
partnerships with diff erent min-
istries and we have initiated some 
very signifi cant global partner-
ships, particularly the accelerator 
labs today present in almost 100 
countries, and without the part-
nership between UNDP, Qatar and 
Germany as the third partner, that 
would not have happened.”

Steiner explained that Qatar 
and the UNDP’s partnership has 
been characterised by pro activ-
ity and objectivity with regards 
to development issues or specifi c 
initiatives, pointing out, “for in-
stance, Qatar investing in the ac-
celerator labs, which have become 
a very signifi cant partnership 
between UNDP, the State of Qa-
tar, Germany and others. But also 
UNDP has established a presence 
in Doha. We are collaborating both 
with government ministries, but 
also with some of the academic 
institutions that are now in Qatar, 
and that I think provides us with 
signifi cant potential and opportu-
nities for the future.”

Regarding the amount of annual 
support that Qatar provides to 
the Programme, Steiner said, this 
support “falls into diff erent cate-
gories,” noting that Qatar became 
a core contributor to UNDP.

About the contribution of the 
UN House in Doha to promoting 
the Programme’s projects in Qa-
tar and abroad, he said that “the 
opening of the UN House in Doha 
was actually offi  ciated during the 
secretary-general’s last visit to 
Doha. I think everybody realised 
during that opening ceremony 
what a tremendous opportunity 
Qatar has created for the UN fam-
ily. That UN House has become 
the platform for quite a number of 
agents.”

He added that for the UNDP, 
the UN House in Doha is “both a 

practical and a policy opportu-
nity. Practical because it gives us 
the possibility of housing our staff  
and our experts in Doha in an op-
timal working environment, and it 
has allowed us to deepen the co-
operation between diff erent parts 
of Qatar and institutions that are 
also operating out of Doha. So very 
practical, but also very promising 
in terms of future co-operation.”

He added that Qatar is one of 
the fi rst fi nanciers and contribu-
tors to the ABADEI programme, 
noting that the Qatar Fund for De-
velopment provided a contribu-
tion of $5mn to the UN Trust Fund 
for Afghanistan to support the 
region-based approach to devel-
opment emergency initiatives led 
by the UNDP in Afghanistan, with 
the aim of restoring access to basic 
and necessary services.

He expressed his hope that Qa-
tar will continue to view this part-
nership as one that focuses on the 
needs of the Afghan people, as 
well as on the strength that Qatar 
can bring to actually facilitating 
UNDP’s engagement at this mo-
ment there. 

Regarding the widening devel-
opment gaps in the Arab region, 
Steiner said that despite some 
extraordinary development suc-
cesses, improvements in living 
conditions, governance, health 
and education indicators, we have 
in certain parts of the region cata-
strophic setbacks, pointing out 
that over the last eight years of 
confl ict, Yemen has lost accord-
ing to UNDP’s reports and analy-
sis 20-25 years of its development 
gains.

He added that there is a lot of 
suff ering, so the ongoing confl ict 
there has had a tremendous im-
pact not only on people in terms 
of their ability to survive, but also 
in terms of the development gains 
that it had achieved.

He also noted that Libya is an-
other country still caught in con-
fl ict, which is an ongoing chal-
lenge according to the UNDP’s 
defi nition of the region, stating 
that we see again confl ict causing 
enormous harm. I think our abil-
ity, as the UN family of humani-
tarians, as well as UNDP in the 
development side, to help people 
cope with these enormously pain-
ful disruptions has been critical to 
avoiding even more harm, he said, 
stressing that peace is always a 
precondition for successful devel-
opment, so, we must continue to 
focus on peacemaking, sustaining 
development and protecting as-
sets.

In his interview with QNA, the 
Administrator of UN Develop-
ment Programme spoke about the 
call made by the Secretary-Gen-
eral of the UN Antonio Guterres to 
rescue the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals, saying: “I think many 
today talk in terms of the failure 
to achieve the indicators and tar-
gets that the world agreed upon in 
2015 when it adopted the SDGs. I 
think my point would always be 
when we adopted those SDGs, we 
did not expect a global pandemic 
to hit us. We did not expect to fi nd 
ourselves in the year 2023 with 
more wars, civil wars and confl icts 
than we have seen for decades 
happening around the world. We 
have a major fi nancial and debt 
crisis unfolding for many devel-
oping countries. Their ability to 
even pay the interest on their debt 
is now forcing them to cut their 
education and health budgets.” 

He stressed the SDGs are in fact 
a common and shared agenda on 
how to move forward, explaining, 
“I think it is important that we re-
mind ourselves the pandemic, the 
increase in poverty and inequality, 
the setbacks we have through con-
fl icts. All of these are in fact what 
the SDG’s are meant to avoid in 
the future, so they are still as rel-
evant as ever, even if the indicators 
and targets are not very good news 
right now.” 

Regarding development fi nanc-
ing, Steiner said that wealthier 
countries are able to recover from 
these shocks faster, while poorer 
countries are recovering much 
more slowly or not at all, noting a 
divergence in the economic path-
ways that ultimately will create 
more political tension.

He emphasised the need to de-
escalate tensions and confl icts 
that set the world into a mode 
of competing with one another 
rather than co-operating with 
one another, adding that “part of 
what we see in the year 2023 is the 
inability of countries to come to-
gether to solve problems and as a 
result of that, every citizen on the 
planet is suff ering more.” 

He also explained that the im-
plementation of the SDG is ulti-
mately a responsibility of every 
country, pointing out that during 
the pandemic, countries did some 
miraculous things when it came to 
inclusion, from social safety nets 
to digitalisation, attributing the 
increase in investment in renew-
able energy and clean energy in-
frastructure to the fact that energy 
security has become a driver of in-
vestments. (QNA) 

The administrator of the United Nations Development Programme 
during the interview.
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Qatar launches two boats to boost 
pollution control, navigation safety

Qatar yesterday pressed 
into service two boats 
for combating pollution 

and NAVAIDs (navigational aids) 
maintenance as part of its efforts 

to adopt eco-friendly practices 
and to ensure safe and efficient 
traffic along ports.

HE the Minister of Trans-
port Jassim bin Saif al-Sulaiti 

launched the boats at Doha Port. 
The two vessels are the latest 
units to have joined Mwani Qa-
tar’s fleet of vessels.

This came on the sidelines of 

the second day of Ministry of 
Transport’s “Sustainable Trans-
portation and Legacy for Gen-
erations” Conference and Ex-
hibition. The event concluded 
yesterday.

‘Aljurula’ is a multifunctional 
garbage and oil spill collection 
vessel, used in cleaning the ba-
sins of Doha Port, Hamad Port 
and Al Ruwais Port using the best 
eco-friendly practices.

The 12.6m-long ‘Aljurula’ can 
collect spilled oil and garbage. Its 
full capacity is 25,000 litres. It 

can collect spilled oils in an area 
of 200m. Its draft is 1m deep.

The second boat, ‘Alsamlah’, is 
32.7m long and used in mainte-
nance of navigational aids such 
as the buoys, in addition to the 
maintenance of commercial and 
tourism ports, thereby contrib-
uting to providing safer, more 
efficient traffic for all types of 
vessels in Qatari waters.

The launching of the two boats 
reflects the ministry’s commit-
ment to protecting the Qatari 
marine environment and mari-

time navigation safety and secu-
rity. This helps achieve the goals 
of Qatar’s national plan to com-
bat oil pollution, and relevant 
regional and international con-
ventions.

The launching event was at-
tended by Qatar Tourism deputy 
chairperson Saad bin Ali al-
Kharji, and chairperson of the 
Permanent Committee for the 
Management of Maritime Ports 
Brig Dr Abdulhadi Mohamed 
Zabin al-Dosari, and several 
Mwani Qatar officials.

Emad al-Shoubaki and Shaikha al-Sulaiti at the opening of ‘Miniatures 
Exhibition’ at Msheireb’s Doha Design District. PICTURES: Thajudheen

‘Miniatures Exhibition’ opens
at Doha Design District
By Joey Aguilar
Staff  Reporter

The ‘Miniatures Exhibition’ 
by Al Mana Maples opened 
yesterday at Doha Design 

District at Msheireb, featuring 
100 meticulously crafted 1:6 scale 
tiny reproductions of classical 
seats.

The unique show, running until 
October 16, off ers a chance for de-
sign enthusiasts and afi cionados 
to explore the complex interplay 
between design and industrial 
production, in addition to provid-
ing all visitors with an engaging 
and educational experience.

“Through these miniatures, 
you’ll have a unique opportunity 
to delve into the world of design 
and gain insights into the intri-
cate processes of industrial pro-
duction. It’s a chance to see how 
design evolves from concept to 
creation,” Msheireb Properties’ 
Interior Design senior manager 
Shaikha al-Sulaiti told attendees, 
adding that the show serves as a 
satellite exhibition to Vitra’s Mas-
terpieces of Furniture Design (on 
display until December 9).

She was joined by Al Mana Ma-
ples general manager Emad al-
Shoubaki who presented detailed 

insights into the intricate crafts-
manship in creating each mini-
ature masterpiece, spanning from 
1836 to 1999. 

The event’s opening also intro-
duced visitors to the essence of the 
Doha Design District, underscor-
ing its importance as a thriving 
creative hub. “Design Districts are 
more than just geographical loca-
tions; they are vibrant communi-
ties that serve as focal points for 

creative expression, cultural iden-
tity, and collaboration. 

“The Doha Design District of-
fers a diverse range of facilities 
and amenities, including studios, 
galleries, boutiques and creative 
workshops, with plans to unveil a 
makers’ space for creatives in the 
near future,” al-Sulaiti said.

She also announced the forth-
coming launch of a materials li-
brary at the Doha Design District 

early next year, which forms part 
of the exhibition’s emphasis on 
industrial production. 

Al-Sulaiti described a materials 

The expo displays 100 Classical Seats in precise 1:6 miniature replicas. library as a curated collection of 
both physical and digital resources 
that designers rely on for reference 
and inspiration throughout their 
projects.

“The materials library at the 
Doha Design District will be a col-
lection of unique, artisanal mate-
rials, with planned masterclasses 
off ered by brands supplying mate-
rial on an ongoing basis,” she ex-
plained. 

This library is set to meet the 
increasing demand for unique ma-

terials and varied design require-
ments in Qatar and the region. 
It will give designers the needed 
resources to make well-informed 
decisions. As an important addi-
tion to Qatar’s creative scene, it 
also aims to enhance the region’s 
design capabilities even further. 
In addition to these exhibitions, 
M7 announced recently that it will 
off er an extensive lineup of public 
programmes, including discus-
sions, masterclasses, hands-on 
workshops, and exclusive tours.

Qatar attends meeting 
on ‘Peace Day Effort’
Qatar participated yesterday in a ministerial 

meeting on “Peace Day Eff ort: An Eff ort for 
Middle East Peace” on the sidelines of the 78th 

session of the UN General Assembly in New York.
Qatar’s delegation was headed by HE the Minister 

of State at the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs Dr Mo-
hamed bin Abdulaziz bin Saleh al-Khulaifi . In his 
statement before the meeting organised by Saudi 
Arabia, the Arab League and the European Union, in 
co-operation with Egypt and Jordan, HE al-Khulaifi  
emphasised that the Israeli occupation of Palestine 
represents a model of colonial occupation that has 
caused one of the worst ongoing humanitarian cri-
ses, pointing out that the situation in the occupied 

territories has reached an unprecedented level of 
danger. He added that Qatar has made numerous 
calls for peace in Palestine, reaffi  rming Qatar’s un-
wavering belief that peace, stability and security in 
the region can only be achieved through a fair and 
comprehensive settlement based on international 
legitimacy.

He called for assuming the humanitarian, moral and 
legal responsibilities and taking appropriate measures 
to ensure that the Palestinians obtain their legitimate 
rights, particularly their right to self-determination, 
return, and the establishment of their independent 
state along the 1967 borders with East Jerusalem as its 
capital. (QNA)
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