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Environmental 
symposium held

Probe into air crash
that killed 14 people

MoCI organises risk management workshop

Ukraine recaptures
Klishchiivka village

The Ministry of Environment 
and Climate Change, in 
cooperation with University 
of Doha for Science and 
Technology (UDST), organised 
an environmental symposium 
under the slogan “Restoring 
the ozone layer and reducing 
climate change” on the occasion 
of World Ozone Day. The 
symposium addressed risks 
threatening the ozone layer and 
its impact on the environment 
and climate change such as 
global warming which causes 
many crises and natural 
disasters. It also highlighted the 
eff orts of Qatar in preserving the 
ozone layer. Page 6

Investigators travelled yesterday 
to a remote town in the Brazilian 
Amazon to probe a plane crash 
that killed 14 people and left no 
survivors. The small turboprop 
plane was flying a group of 
Brazilian sport fishermen into 
the northern town of Barcelos 
Saturday when it crashed in 
stormy weather, apparently 
after starting its descent too late 
and skidding off  the end of the 
runway. The crash killed all 12 
passengers and two crew. Page 11

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MoCI), in co-operation with 
the Social Development Center (Nama), recently organised a workshop 
titled Risk Management for Entrepreneurs in the presence of a number of 
entrepreneurs and owners of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). 
The organisation of this workshop comes in line with the ministry’s 
keenness to develop and educate entrepreneurs and SME owners, 
enhance their knowledge about risk management, and provide them 
with the needed expertise and skills in commercial aff airs to establish 
successful projects. Page 5

The general in command of 
Ukraine’s ground forces said 
yesterday that Ukrainian 
forces had recaptured the 
eastern village of Klishchiivka 
on the southern flank of 
Bakhmut, which the Russians 
claimed control of in January. 
“Klishchiivka was cleared of the 
Russians and liberated,” Gen 
Alexander Syrskyi, said. Interior 
Minister Ihor Klymenko also 
confirmed that the village was 
recaptured in heavy fighting. 
Klishchiivka is around nine km 
south of Bakhmut. It is several 
kilometres north of Andriivka, 
which was recaptured earlier 
this week.

Iranians observe
Amini anniversary

Libya fl ood survivors
face landmine risk

Sporadic protests continued 
in Iran yesterday amid a 
widespread crackdown by 
security forces a year after a 
young Kurdish woman’s death 
in custody set off some of the 
worst political unrest in four 
decades. The death on Sept. 
16 last year of Mahsa Amini, 
a 22-year-old Kurdish woman 
arrested by the morality 
police for allegedly flouting 
mandatory dress codes, 
triggered months of some of 
the biggest protests against 
the Islamic Republic’s clerical 
rule ever seen and drew 
international condemnation.

People whose homes were 
swept away by flooding in 
Libya’s eastern city of Derna a 
week ago faced the dilemma 
yesterday of whether to stay 
and risk infection or flee through 
areas where landmines have 
been displaced by the torrents. 
Thousands of people were 
killed after two dams above 
Derna broke on Sept. 10 during 
a powerful storm, bringing 
down residential blocks lining a 
usually dry river bed as people 
slept. Libyan authorities have 
confirmed that 150 people have 
been poisoned by polluted water 
in the flood-hit areas.

Amir in New York to 
attend 78th session 
of UNGA meetings
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin 

Hamad al-Thani arrived yesterday in New 
York, the United States of America, to par-

ticipate in the meetings of the 78th session of the 
United Nations General Assembly. His Highness the 
Amir is accompanied by an offi  cial delegation. 

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman bin Jas-
sim al-Thani will lead Qatar’s delegation partici-
pating in the inaugural session of the Sustainable 
Development Goals Summit (2023 SDG) that will be 
held on the margins of the 78th session of the United 
Nations General Assembly in New York.

In remarks to Qatar News Agency (QNA), HE the 
Permanent Representative of the State of Qatar to 
the United Nations, Sheikha Alya Ahmed bin Saif al-
Thani, said that HE the Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Aff airs will deliver a remark during the 
adoption of the summit’s political declaration with 
the participation of Prime Minister of Ireland in the 
presence of leaders and heads of state and govern-
ment, along with the Secretary-General of the Unit-
ed Nations and President of the General Assembly.

She added that it will be a great honour for her to 
participate in the facilitation of the intergovernmental 
negotiations alongside the Permanent Representative 
of Ireland for the political declaration of 2023 SDG 
Summit that will be held during September 18-19.

HE Sheikha Alya underscored the outstand-
ing role Qatar is constantly playing as a pioneering 
state in implementing the SDGs and the develop-

ment plan, noting the pioneering role of Qatar that 
features the works of this summit which is a quad-
rennial event held at the level of heads of state and 
government.

HE the Permanent Representative of Qatar to the 
United Nations pointed out that the summit is char-
acterised by the fact that it is held in a pivotal period 
which is the middle period of the path leading to the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani

70% of public transport buses in Qatar are EVs
By Joseph Varghese
Staff  Reporter 

The use of e-buses for pub-
lic transport in Qatar is 
on par with the advanced 

countries and has reached 70% 
by the third quarter of 2023, HE 
the Minister of Transport Jas-
sim bin Saif al-Sulaiti said yes-
terday.

“We are very advanced in this 
area and by 2030 or even earlier, 
we will reach 100%,” Minister 
HE al-Sulaiti told Gulf Times on 
the sidelines of the “Sustainable 
Transportation and Legacy for 
Generations” Conference and Ex-
hibition, organised by the Minis-
try of Transport (MoT).

“We will have e-buses for 

schools and other transport 
fields in Qatar. We are imple-
menting rules and regulations 
even for fuel. Now the fuel in 
Qatar is for Euro5 engine which 
is very clean energy and all new 
vehicles must follow this speci-
fication,” continued the minis-
ter. To Page 12

HE the Minister of Interior and Commander of Internal Security Force (Lekhwiya) Sheikh Khalifa bin Hamad 
bin Khalifa al-Thani, HE the Minister of Transport Jassim bin Saif al-Sulaiti and other dignitaries touring the 
exhibition. PICTURE: Shaji Kayamkulam

‘We also have plans 
to extend the Metro 
Rail services and a 
lot of infrastructure 
development Currently 
EV charging is free’
Minister also announces 
launch of Autonomous 
Vehicles Strategy

The Ministry of Public 
Health (MoPH), in col-
laboration with Hamad 

Medical Corporation (HMC) and 
Primary Health Care Corpora-
tion, (PHCC) has announced the 
launch of the annual seasonal 
infl uenza vaccination campaign 
from today (Monday).

Flu vaccines will be available 
free of charge at 90 heath facili-
ties, including 31 PHCC health 
centres in addition to outpatient 
clinics at HMC and several semi-
government and private hospi-
tals and clinics across Qatar.

Head of the Infectious Diseas-
es Division at HMC, Dr Abdulla-
tif  al-Khal said it was important 
for people to be proactive and 
protect themselves against the 

fl u as early as possible. 
“The circulating fl u viruses 

change from year to year which is 
why it is so important that you re-
ceive the fl u vaccine annually,” Dr 
al-Khal said. “We need to remem-
ber that fl u is a serious disease 
that can lead to hospitalisation 
and sometimes, even death, and 
should never be underestimated.

“Fighting the fl u starts with 
each and every one of us – the 
vaccine is available at clinics 
across the country – govern-
ment, private and semi-private 
– which makes it easier and more 
convenient than ever to receive 
the vaccine. I encourage every-
one to get their free fl u vaccine as 
soon as possible.” To Page 3

Flu vaccination campaign starts today

Dr Khalid Elawad Dr Hamad al-Romaihi Dr Abdullatif al-Khal

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani yesterday received Microsoft co-
founder and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation co-chair Bill Gates in 
New York. HE Sheikh Mohamed will lead Qatar’s delegation participating 
in the inaugural session of the Sustainable Development Goals Summit 
(2023 SDG) that will be held on the margins of the 78th session of the 
United Nations General Assembly in New York.

PM meets Bill Gates

Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, Chairperson of Education Above 
All Foundation (EAA) and UN Sustainable Development Goal Advocate, 
met in New York yesterday with Turkiye’s First Lady Emine Erdogan. 
During the meeting, they discussed a number of topics of common 
interest, pertaining to the eff orts made towards achieving the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals. At the end of the meeting, 
Her Highness Sheikha Moza voiced commitment to the “Zero Waste” 
agreement, which falls within the initiative led by Turkiye’s first lady, with 
the aim of reducing the harmful eff ects of waste on the environment, 
and was approved by the United Nations within the framework of plans 
for sustainable development and combating climate change. (QNA)

Sheikha Moza meets Turkiye’s first lady
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Sheikha Moza meets QF 
alumni in New York
QNA
New York 

Her Highness Sheikha 
Moza bint Nasser, Chair-
person of Qatar Founda-

tion (QF), met yesterday with 
US-based alumni of Qatar Foun-
dation’s education ecosystem 
to hear their stories, ideas, and 
challenges.

QF alumni whose time within 
Education City’s unique environ-
ment of learning has equipped 
them to be drivers of change 
in their careers, shared their 
thoughts on how QF can amplify 
the support it provides to its cur-
rent and future students, and 
emerging trends and opportuni-
ties they have identifi ed in their 
fi elds that can benefi t QF and 
Qatar.

“Today I was delighted to meet 
with Qatar Foundation graduates 
in New York,” said Her Highness.

“Working in fi elds from re-
search and science to interna-
tional diplomacy, these young 
people, now based in the US, are 
excellent ambassadors for Edu-
cation City. It was inspiring to 
hear them speak of their achieve-
ments — dreams turned into real-
ity through education and perse-
verance.”

Dr Abdallah Tom, a graduate 
of Weill Cornell Medicine – Qa-
tar and current Psychiatry Resi-
dent at New York-Presbyterian 
Hospital, said: “It is an honour to 
be surrounded by such wonder-
ful people, all very inspiring in 
their own ways. There was a lot 
of dialogue surrounding cross-
cultural collaboration, and how 
we can give back to our commu-
nity in Qatar, which has given us 
so much over the years.”

Nayef Saeed Mohamed al-
Nabet, a Georgetown University 
in Qatar graduate, working at the 
Offi  ce of Intergovernmental Sup-
port and Co-ordination for Sus-
tainable Development, Depart-
ment of Economic Aff airs and 

Social Aff airs (DESA) at the UN 
in New York, stated: “We were 
absolutely delighted to be at this 
meeting, which provided us with 
the opportunity to exchange our 
thoughts as graduates living and 
working in the US. This gathering 
boosted our morale and reminded 
us of the importance of persever-
ing as we pursue our goals, in large 
part thanks to the encouragement 

and support of Her Highness.”
Her Highness went on to ex-

press her hope that this interna-
tional gathering, which generated 
productive conversations, is the 
fi rst of many future events. She 
urged the alumni to continue to 
strengthen their ties amongst 
each other and with Education 
City.

As well as playing key, im-

pactful roles within Qatar’s 
workforce, graduates of Qatar 
Foundation’s Hamad Bin Khalifa 
University and its seven inter-
national partner universities are 
making their mark in countries 
around the world — including 
the US — in fi elds ranging from 
healthcare and computer science 
to engineering and diplomacy.

In 2022, the QF Alumni Pro-

gramme was established as a fo-
cal point for the 14,000-plus stu-
dents who have graduated from 
QF’s schools and universities to 
form a global network based on 
their shared experience of learn-
ing and growing within the Edu-
cation City ecosystem. It enables 
them to connect with and sup-
port each other and retain their 
links to QF and Qatar.

PICTURE: Aisha al-Musallam

PICTURES: AR al-Baker

Flu vaccination 
campaign 
starts today

From Page 1

Dr Hamad al-Romaihi, direc-
tor, Health Protection and Com-
municable Disease Control, said 
while the fl u is a serious illness 
and everyone six months of age 
and older should take the vac-
cine to protect themselves, some 
groups are more vulnerable than 
others.

“People of all ages and health 
conditions can catch the flu virus 
and become sick, but there are 
certain key population groups 
who are at increased risk of 
the virus,” Dr al-Romaihi said. 
“These are people aged over 
50 years; those with chronic 
conditions regardless of their 
age; children aged between six 
months and five years; pregnant 
women; and healthcare work-
ers due to their close interaction 
with vulnerable patients and 
children.

Dr Khalid Hamid Elawad, man-
ager, Health Protection, Preven-
tive Health Directorate at PHCC, 
encouraged the community to 
take the fl u vaccine as soon as 
possible to build immunity before 
the winter season hits in coming 
months.

“I urge all of you to take the 
fl u vaccine as soon as possible  
because maximum protection 
against the fl u takes up to two 
weeks to develop, so the sooner 
people get vaccinated, the sooner 
they will be protected,” Dr Elawad 
said.  

Dr Elawad also reassured the 
community that they cannot get 
the fl u from the fl u shot.

“The virus is inactivated so it 
can’t actually cause the flu af-
ter you get the shot,” Dr Elawad 
said. “The flu vaccine is one of 
the safest and most established 
vaccines. Hundreds of millions 
of people around the world have 
safely received flu vaccines over 
the past 50 years, and there has 
been extensive research sup-
porting the safety of flu vac-
cines.”

For more information about 
the fl u, including where to get the 
vaccine, visit www.fi ghtthefl u.qa
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Amir condoles with Saudi king
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, His Highness the 

Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad al-Thani and HE the Prime Minister 

and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim 

al-Thani sent cables of condolences to the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques 

King Salman bin Abdulaziz al-Saud of Saudi Arabia on the death of Prince Khalid 

bin Mohamed bin Abdullah al-Abdulrahman al-Saud. (QNA)

Chairperson of the African 
Union Commission (AUC) 
Moussa Faki Mahamat met 
with Qatar’s ambassador to 
Ethiopia and representative 
to the African Union, Hamad 
bin Mohamed al-Dosari, 
on the occasion of the 
end of his tenure in Addis 
Ababa. Mahamat  wished 
the ambassador success in 
his future missions and the 
relations between the AUC 
and Qatar further progress 
and prosperity. (QNA)

HE the Minister of State for Interior Aff airs Sheikh Abdulaziz bin 
Faisal al-Thani met yesterday with the visiting Malaysian Minister 
of Home Aff airs Saifuddin Nasution. The meeting discussed co-
operation relations between the two countries in security fields 
and ways to promote and develop them. In addition, they discussed 
several topics of common interest.  (QNA)

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani met yesterday with Uzbekistan’s 
Foreign Minister Bakhtiyar Saidov on the sidelines of the 78th session 
of the UN General Assembly in New York. The meeting discussed 
bilateral relations and topics of common interest. (QNA)

Registration for the up-
coming Haj season starts 
on Wednesday, the Min-

istry of Endowments (Awqaf) 
and Islamic Aff airs announced 
yesterday.

Speaking at a press conference, 
Director of the Department of Haj 
and Umrah Ali bin Sultan al-Mis-
ifri said that Qataris and residents 
can apply on Haj.gov.qa website 
from 8am on Wednesday, Sept 20 
until Oct 20, 2023.

The early registration allows 
Qatari Haj tour operators to 
round off  their contracts with 

corresponding Saudi agencies 
and better services for pilgrims, 
al-Misifri said.

He added that the Saudi au-
thorities have allocated Qatar a 
Haj quota of 4,400 pilgrims.

Qatari applicants must be at 
least 16 years old, with the possi-
bility of adding fi ve companions. 
GCC nationals must be at least 18 
years old and have the option to add 
only one companion. For residents, 
they must be at least 40 years old 
and completed a 10-year residency 
in the country. They are allowed to 
add only one companion. (QNA)

AUC chairperson meets Qatar’s envoy

Qatar, Malaysia discuss security ties

PM meets Uzbek FM

Registration for next Haj 
season starts on Wednesday

QF school wins 
2023 Green 
School Award
Qatar Leadership Academy 

(QLA) has secured the 2023 
Green School Award, re-

fl ecting its dedication to sustain-
ability and contributions to envi-
ronmental stewardship and Qatar 
Foundation’s (QF) commitment 
to helping build a greener future, a 
statement said yesterday.

The selection of QLA – one of 
the schools under QF’s Pre-Uni-
versity Education – for the Green 
School Award recognises its ho-
listic approach to sustainable 
practices, its eff orts to instil eco-
conscious values in its students, 
and how it nurtures a sustainable 
educational environment.

The Green School Award was 
presented to QLA during the 7th 
NYC Green School Conference 
2023, held alongside the 78th 
United Nations General Assembly 
in New York City, and accepted 
by Jameel al-Shammari, director 
general, QLA.

Al-Shammari said: “This 
achievement serves as a resound-
ing testament to the unwavering 
commitment demonstrated by 
our students, staff , and the entire 
Qatar Leadership Academy com-
munity in championing sustain-
ability.

“The receipt of the Green 

School Award marks a signifi-
cant moment of pride and ac-
complishment for Qatar Leader-
ship Academy, symbolising the 
culmination of our relentless 
dedication to fostering environ-
mental awareness and nurturing 
a culture deeply rooted in sus-
tainability. The award shines a 
spotlight on the tireless endeav-
ours of our school in executing a 
wide-ranging spectrum of green 
initiatives, from conserving en-
ergy and water resources to re-
ducing waste and championing 
recycling.”

Al-Shammari emphasised the 
importance of instilling sustain-
ability principles in students and 
integrating them within QF, say-
ing: “Teaching sustainability is not 
just a curriculum; it’s a way of life 
and a commitment to the future.

“We believe that nurturing a 
generation of environmentally con-
scious individuals is a fundamental 
duty. Qatar Leadership Academy is 
dedicated to this cause, and we are 
proud to align our eff orts with Qatar 
Foundation’s vision for a sustainable 
future.”

The global conference saw the 
participation of 42 countries and 
featured over 2,000 international 
schools.

QLA off icials with the award.

MoEHE sets book fees, transport 
fares for non-Qatari students

HE the Minister of Edu-
cation and Higher Ed-
ucation Buthaina bint 

Ali al-Jabr al-Nuaimi yester-
day issued ministerial decision 
determining the book fees and 
transportation fares for non-
Qatari (GCC nationals) stu-
dents.

The decision came in the 
context of the Ministry of Edu-
cation and Higher Education 
(MoEHE)’s keenness to review 
educational policies and reduce 
the fi nancial burdens on par-
ents.

The decision set the trans-
portation fee for each student at 
QR200 per semester, if they use 

school transportation, instead 
of QR1,000; a reduction of 78%.

The decision kept the fees of 
textbooks for each student at 
QR150 per semester.

The decision also stipulated 
that the children of Imams and 
Muezzins of the Ministry of En-
dowments (Awqaf) and Islamic 
Aff airs be exempted from the 
book fees and transportation 
fares, and that exemption of the 
children of Qatari women and 
people with disabilities from the 
book fees and transportation 
fares shall continue.

The decision is implemented 
from the beginning of the school 
year 2023/2024. (QNA)
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QRCS inks agreement with CMU-Q
Qatar Red Crescent Society 

(QRCS) entered into a co-op-
eration agreement yesterday 

with Carnegie Mellon University in 
Qatar (CMU-Q), a Qatar Founda-
tion-partner university, aimed at 
supporting a range of humanitarian 
and educational initiatives and pro-
grammes. 

The intention of both parties is 
to establish a non-exclusive part-
nership and collaboration in  ar-
eas of scientific research, strategic 
studies, scholarships, as well as the 
exchange of computer science pro-
fessionals, public policy experts, 
business administrators, informa-
tion systems specialists, and bio-
logical scientists. 

QRCS noted the collaboration will 
include training workshops, national 
capacity enhancement, specialised 
scientifi c conferences, and societal 
development.

The agreement was officially 
signed by QRCS acting secretary-
general Faisal Mohamed al-Emadi, 
and CMU-Q dean Michael Trick.

In a statement, al-Emadi said: 
“This agreement exemplifies the 
dedication of the Qatar Red Crescent 
to the promotion of education and its 

significance in tandem with humani-
tarian endeavours to foster human 
development. It is an extension of 
the array of alliances that the organi-
sation is actively documenting to re-
alise its humanitarian objectives. 

“We possess full confidence that 
this collaboration will pave the way 
for novel opportunities in attaining 
sustainable development and em-
power us to fortify our collective en-
deavours in supporting humanitar-
ian matters and advancing education 
and scientific research”. 

Dr Trick said: “At Carnegie Mel-
lon, all of our students apply their 
studies to a larger context: how can 
their knowledge, research, and skills 
shape the world and help those in 
need? This collaboration with Qatar 
Red Crescent will create opportuni-
ties to better understand humanitar-
ian issues, and find ways to provide 
relief and assistance.”

Faisal Mohamed al-Emadi and Michael Trick at the signing ceremony.

Qatar Charity signs
deal with Snoonu
Qatar Charity (QC) has 

signed a new co-oper-
ation and partnership 

agreement with Snoonu Trading 
and Services, a statement said 
yesterday. Under the agreement, 
Snoonu allows benefactors in 
Qatar to use its ‘Snoosend’ serv-
ice to deliver their in-kind dona-
tions to QC’s ‘Tayf’ project.

The agreement was signed by 
Ali AlGreeb, director of the Re-
sources Development Depart-
ment at QC, and Abdulaziz al-
Qahtani, head of B2B at Snoonu.

AlGreeb said he looks forward 
to the continued co-operation 
between QC and Snoonu in 
achieving noble objectives in the 
fi eld of humanitarian service. He 
expressed hope for the integra-
tion of eff orts to explore new ho-
rizons in serving the community 
and enhancing the development 

process, within the framework 
of QC’s orientation towards 

achieving sustainable future de-
velopment.

“We are excited to collabo-
rate with Qatar Charity,” said 
al-Qahtani. Snoosend is a 
point-to-point delivery serv-
ice that aims to transport items 
such as documents, food, pack-
ages, and more from one place 
to another. 

Now, this service is all set to 
promote kindness and generos-
ity by facilitating the delivery of 
in-kind donations.

QC had signed a co-operation 
and partnership agreement with 
Snoonu last year and was added 
to the list of stores available on 
Snoonu’s website and app to al-
low customers to make specifi c 
contributions, in addition to en-
couraging restaurants partner-
ing with Snoonu to allocate part 
of their proceeds in support of 
charitable projects and seasonal 
and relief campaigns.

Steps highlighted to prevent accidental 
ingestion of medicines by children
Doctors have recommended a number 

of first aid measures parents should 

take to help a child who accidentally 

swallows medication. 

Speaking to local Arabic daily Arrayah, 

they said measures include immedi-

ately rinsing the child’s mouth with 

water to remove any remnants of the 

medicine and encouraging the child 

to drink plenty of water, tea, or juice 

to dilute the ingested substance. They 

also warned against forcing the child 

to vomit, as this can increase the risk 

of the vomit entering the lungs and 

may cause pneumonia.

Doctors stressed the importance of 

calling for emergency help as soon as 

symptoms of poisoning are seen in 

the child, which could include nausea, 

vomiting, diarrhoea, diff iculty breath-

ing, cardiovascular problems, and loss 

of consciousness.

It is very risky to keep medications 

within the reach of children and 

these should be stored in places not 

accessible to kids, they said. The other 

reasons for accidental medication 

ingestion by children are children’s 

curiosity and desire to imitate others, 

and medications being packaged 

in colourful packaging resembling 

candies.

Negligence in storing medications 

could lead to kids consuming them 

accidentally or taking them for 

candies, warned Dr Mohamed al-

Amri, senior consultant for Pediatric 

Emergency Medicine and Head of 

the Pediatrics at Hamad Medical 

Corporation. Some medication could 

lead to poisoning in children, he said 

adding the emergency departments 

usually receive such cases from time 

to time.

Dr Mohamed al-Batrawi, emergency 

doctor at Al Emadi Hospital, too 

stressed the need for  medications 

to be kept in their original boxes and 

away from food. Parents should avoid 

telling children these are sweets and 

explain their real use. Children in their 

early years tend to imitate adults, 

so parents have to be careful when 

taking medications in front of them, 

he said.

Dr Ahmed Saeed, emergency doc-

tor at Doha Clinic Hospital, said 

that while incidences of children 

accidentally consuming medicines 

is not common in Qatar, there are 

a number of cases that come to 

the emergency department with 

medication poisoning, mostly due to 

parents’ negligence.
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The Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
(MoCI), in co-operation with Al Wajba Mo-
tors, has announced the recall of Bentley 

Bentayga, 2017-2023 models, as overheating of 
electrical connectors on the fuel supply module 
may cause it to stop working.

The MoCI said the recall campaign comes with-
in the framework of its ongoing eff orts to protect 
consumers and ensure that dealers follow up on 
vehicle defects and repairs.

The MoCI said it will co-ordinate with the 
dealer to follow up on the maintenance and repair 
works and will communicate with customers to 
ensure that the necessary repairs are carried out. 

The MoCI has urged all customers to report any 
violations to its Consumer Protection and Anti-
Commercial Fraud Department, which processes 
complaints, inquires and suggestions through the 
following channels: call centre: 16001, e-mail: 
info@moci.gov.qa, Twitter @MOCIQATAR, In-
stagram MOCIQATAR. MoCI’s mobile applica-
tion is available on iPhone and Android devices 
– MOCI_QATAR

Bentley model 
recalled

TEDxQatarUniversity 2023 organisedTEDxQatarUniversity 2023 organised
The TEDxQatarUniversity, which 
explored the theme “Evolution 
in Action: How the Past Shapes 
the Future” recently, featured 
seven speeches by speakers from 
various disciplines.
They provided a diverse range 
of perspectives from different 
fields such as healthcare, social 
sciences, technology, arts, and 
engineering. 
“TEDxQatarUniversity is one of 
the most important platforms 
and experiences that enrich the 
lives and knowledge of students, 
said Abdullah al-Mulla, director 
of Student Activities Department 
at QU.
Yasser al-Qawasmi, section 
head of Student Clubs and 
Organisations at QU and License 
Owner, said: “TEDxQatarUniversity 
has always been a unique 
experience that combines 
science, art, and creative thinking, 

providing attendees with the 
opportunity to benefit from the 
experiences of the speakers and 

discover their inspiring ideas.”
The team’s event management 
committee head Kawthar Barakat, 

expressed delight in the return of 
TEDxQatarUniversity after a five-
year hiatus.

QU president Dr Omar al-Ansari and other off icials at the event.

A speaker at TEDxQatarUniversity.

MECC meet highlights Qatar
eff orts for ozone layer protection
The Ministry of Environ-

ment and Climate Change 
(MECC) organised an en-

vironmental seminar yesterday 
to mark the International Day 
for the Preservation of the Ozone 
Layer in collaboration with the 
University of Doha for Science 
and Technology, adopting the 
theme “Protecting the Ozone 
Layer and Combating Climate 
Change.”

The seminar addressed the 
risks threatening the ozone layer 
and their impact on the environ-
ment and climate change, such as 
global warming, which leads to 
numerous natural crises and dis-
asters like hurricanes and fl oods.

It also discussed Qatar’s eff orts 
to preserve the ozone layer and 
its commitment to implementing 
the Montreal Protocol and the Vi-
enna Convention for the Protec-
tion of the Ozone Layer.

The seminar was attended by 
Abdulhadi Nasser al-Marri, As-
sistant Undersecretary for Envi-
ronmental Aff airs;  Dr Salem bin 
Nasser al-Nuaimi, President of 
the University of Doha for Sci-
ence and Technology; Khalid al-
Kalali, UNEP Policy and Enforce-
ment offi  cer at Regional Offi  ce for 
West Asia; and representatives 
from some government depart-
ments and companies related to 
the sector.

Addressing the seminar, al-
Marri stressed that the occasion 
represents a crucial opportunity 
to unify collective eff orts in deal-
ing with the issue of ozone layer 
protection, which is one of the 
most complex environmental 
challenges.

He stressed the need for inter-
national co-operation in facing 
this challenge.

He pointed out that this day 
was established to raise aware-
ness about the importance of 
preserving the ozone layer, edu-
cating people on substances that 
deplete it, and highlighting the 

urgent need to reduce the use of 
such substances.

He also stressed the minis-
try’s commitment to preserv-
ing and protecting the ozone 
layer. He presented Qatar’s ef-
forts in ozone layer preserva-
tion through its commitment 
to the Vienna Convention and 
the Montreal Protocol concern-
ing substances that deplete the 
ozone layer.

He spoke about MECC plan 
for the gradual phaseout of these 
substances and its eff orts to stay 
up-to-date with developments 
related to the control and regula-

tion of these substances and their 
alternatives.

He called on governments, 
organisations, and individuals 
to collaborate in protecting the 
ozone layer, promoting the use of 
alternative materials, and adopt-
ing more sustainable practices. 
He stressed the importance of 
supporting scientifi c research to 
develop new and innovative envi-
ronmental technologies.

In the meantime, MECC 
launched a competition for 
school and university students to 
encourage to take part in the re-
lated awareness programmes.

Difi  discusses family 
policies at Budapest 
Demographic Summit

Contemporary and emerging 
challenges that aff ect the 
lives of families were the 

focus of the fi fth Budapest Demo-
graphic Summit in Hungary with 
participation from Qatar Founda-
tion’s Doha International Family 
Institute (Difi )  at the heart of the 
conversation.

Discussions at the summit cen-
tred around the most prominent 
results of threats to family securi-
ty – from the migration crisis and 
the Covid-19 pandemic to the war 
in Ukraine and the economic and 
energy crises.

During her participation in a 
panel discussion on ‘Science and 
Demography’, Difi  executive direc-
tor Dr Sharifa Noaman al-Emadi, 
highlighted the importance of 
policies in supporting families, 
and shared how Difi  has worked 

towards implementing such poli-
cies globally. 

“Some of the major limitations 
of the family are related to the lack 
of work-family balance policies, 
structured parenting education 
programmes, and declining fertility 
rates,” she said. “The wave towards 
individualism must be countered by 
re-giving priority to the family.”

Dr al-Emadi ended her panel 
discussion by highlighting how 
“familyist” – a concept which 
puts the family before the indi-
vidual – is a solution. Dialogue on 
ways that political decision mak-
ers, religious leaders, scholars, 
media, and civil society can col-
laborate and harness the power of 
science and innovation to support 
families were also held during the 
summit, which was themed ‘The 
family is the key to security’.

Dr Sharifa Noaman al-Emad at Budapest Demographic Summit.

QU’s YSC wins seven awards at iCAN 2023
Qatar University’s (QU) 

Young Scientists Cen-
tre (YSC) has won seven 

awards in the 8th International 
Invention Innovation Compe-
tition in Canada, iCAN 2023, a 
statement said yesterday. 

The YSC’s award sweeps in-
cludes two gold, a silver for 
projects submitted by the stu-
dents, another silver for the centre 
itself, in addition to three spe-
cial awards. This win came after 
stiff  competition with 621 other 
projects from 50 countries around 
the world.

The iCan 2023 competition, 
organised by the Toronto Interna-
tional Society for Innovation and 
Advanced Skills (TISIAS), aims to 
encourage inventors and research-
ers by providing a global platform 

for scientifi c competition, serving 
as a gateway for linking innovative 

ideas, technologies and solutions.
During the competition, Kha-

led al-Kubaisi, Khaled al-Midfa, 
Saeed al-Kuwari and Mohamed 
al-Khulaifi , from Hayat Univer-
sal Bilingual School, won a gold 
medal for their project ‘Innovative 
Football to Analyse the Players 
Physical Performance.’ 

The high school students de-
veloped a football that evaluates 
player performance by utilising 
artifi cial intelligence techniques, 
to be used in training evaluations. 
This project was made possible 
through the student’s participa-
tion in the Science in Sports pro-
gramme off ered by the YSC.

Nouf al-Emadi and Naeema al-
Fakhro from Al-Arqam Academy 
for Girls also won a gold medal 
and a special award, for a project 
titled ‘LiMn2O4-MXene as a new 
composite material to improve the 

performance of lithium batteries,’ 
under the supervision of Dr Abdel 
Shakour and the YSC. 

Their project helps in develop-
ing sustainable energy systems. 

Students Yousef al-Enezi and 
Mohamed al-Kuwari from Qatar 
Academy for Science and Technol-
ogy won a silver award and a spe-
cial award for a research project ti-
tled ‘Generating green energy from 
nanocomposites made of polylac-
tic acid,’ under the supervision of 
Dr Diba and the YSC. 

The project aims to use a new, 
environmentally friendly source 
of energy by reducing the emis-
sion of toxic gases that contrib-
ute to the phenomenon of global 
warming. 

The YSC also won a silver medal 
and a special award for its adop-

tion of developed methods and 
principles for teaching scien-
tifi c research methodologies, in 
a project titled ‘An ingenious ap-
proach for teachers professional 
development based on innovative 
research-based practices towards 
promoting the scientifi c research 
culture in education.’

YSC director Prof Noora al-
Thani, congratulated the win-
ners and said, “At the Centre, we 
are keen to provide a stimulating 
environment for creativity and 
innovation. We also encourage 
our students to develop, search, 
and disseminate their ideas and 
experiences at all levels, since it 
has a major role in developing the 
knowledge-based economy of Qa-
tar as well as achieving Qatar Na-
tional Vision 2030.”
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Malaysia envoy keen 
to enhance bilateral 
ties with Qatar
By Joey Aguilar
Staff  Reporter

Malaysian ambassador 
Zamshari Shaharan ex-
pressed optimism about 

the potential for high-level visits 
between Qatar and Malaysia soon, 
aimed at further boosting bilateral 
ties in various areas of co-opera-
tion.

Interacting with the media re-
cently, the envoy hoped that ex-
change of visits will take place 
with Malaysian ministers visiting 
Qatar in the near future.

“Our goal is to elevate these bi-
lateral relations to a higher level, 
and we also hope for our prime 
minister to visit Qatar,” Shaharan 
said, noting that the two coun-
tries continue to enjoy strong and 
deep-rooted ties.

Highlighting a framework of 
relations established in 2019 
through a ‘high-level joint com-
mittee meeting (HLJC),’ he pointed 
out that the full potential of this 
framework is yet to be realised. 

The envoy noted that the estab-
lishment of the committee serves 
as a platform for regular meetings 
to discuss various aspects of the 
two countries’ relations, which 
include economy, healthcare, and 
education.

About trade and investment, 
Shaharan underlined Qatar’s pro-
posed investment in Malaysia, 
which has been under discussion for 
two years. He noted the concerted 
eff orts on the Malaysian side to wel-
come more investments from Qatar. 

He also expressed confi dence 
that once this initial stage is com-
plete, further investment oppor-
tunities will arise, aligning with 
Qatar’s goal to diversify its invest-
ment portfolio.

In a recent visit to Qatar, Malay-
sia’s Minister of Economy Rafi zi 
Ramli stressed his country’s com-
mitment to further deepen collab-
oration with Qatar across a range 
of sectors. He underscored the 
continuous work towards building 
strong connections, particularly in 

the areas of energy and food secu-
rity.

Noting the Malaysian govern-
ment’s initiatives to foster co-op-
eration with Qatar, Ramli said the 
two countries had signed various 
agreements focused on economic 
collaboration. This, he added, 
aims to enhance integration be-
tween the public and private sec-
tors in both countries.

Shaharan identifi ed key sectors 
that Malaysia off ers, citing food 
security as a prominent area of co-
operation. He noted that there is a 
huge potential for co-operation in 
the hospitality sector, capitalising 
on the excellent connectivity be-
tween Doha and Kuala Lumpur.

About fl ight connections, he 
said there are currently three daily 
fl ights between the two nations, 
with Qatar Airways operating 
one fl ight and Malaysian Airlines 
off ering two. He noted the sig-
nifi cance of Malaysian Airlines 
initiating fl ights to Doha for the 
fi rst time, and highlighted posi-
tive feedback regarding the route’s 
popularity.

On tourism, Shaharan cited a 
stable fl ow of Qatari tourists to 
Malaysia, and pointed to the infl ux 
of visitors from various other na-
tionalities from Qatar. He said he 
sees a big potential for increased 
tourism promotion in both Qatar 
and Malaysia.

Regarding visa arrangements, he 
said Qataris enjoy visa-free entry, 
while e-visa options are available 
for other nationalities – applying 
with ease and making Malaysia 
more accessible for visitors.

Malaysian ambassador Zamshari 
Shaharan

Symposium aims to 
tackle groundwater 
level rise in urban areas
The Public Works Authority (Ashghal), 

in co-operation with the Gulf Water 
Sciences and Technology Association 

(WSTA) and the Secretariat General of the 
GCC, held a symposium on “The Problem 
of Groundwater Level Rise in Urban Areas in 
GCC countries”.

The event was attended by President of 
Ashghal Dr Eng Saad bin Ahmed al-Muhan-
nadi, and a number of officials and academ-
ics interested in this field from Qatar and 
GCC countries.

The symposium aims to come up with 
policies and solutions to control the issue 
and raise these to decision-makers in GCC 
countries. 

In addition to sharing scientific and ap-
plied knowledge while building the ca-
pacity of specialists in urban planning, 
hydrology, hydrogeology, engineering, 
environment, the meet discussed other 
issues relevant to the problem of ground-
water level rise in urban areas in the GCC 
countries, Ashghal said in a statement yes-
terday.

Projects Affairs Director at Ashghal Eng 
Yousef al-Emadi said: “Through this co-
operation, we look forward to discovering 

innovative, effective and sustainable tech-
nological solutions to control the problem 
of groundwater level rise in urban areas in 
the GCC to reduce its negative impact on the 
construction process, which in turn raises 
costs and affects the quality of projects and 
people’s lives.

“At Ashghal, we are keen to make use of 
the groundwater and to implement sustain-
able solutions for water use, after ensuring 
its quality, in some of the projects of the au-
thority,” he added.

President of WSTA Eng Abdulrahman 
al-Mahmoud said the symposium aimed to 
explore  the most significant problems that 
occurred in the region due to rapid urban 
development and population growth, espe-
cially in major cities. 

These issues have made it challenging to 
harmonise the requirements of development 
and the large projects while preserving the 
infrastructure. 

He added it was crucial for the compe-
tent authorities to follow scientific research, 
to gain insight on the causes of the phe-
nomenon that has arisen in several cities in 
Gulf countries and to look for scientific and 
practical solutions to address the problem. 
(QNA)

Eng Abdulrahman al-Mahmoud Eng Yousef al-Emadi
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Qatar’s educational, development initiatives: inspiring successes

Qatar’s participation in the 
sessions of the UN General 
Assembly, including the 

78th session, refl ects the state’s 
strong commitment to the con-
cerns and issues of the world and 
the international community, es-
pecially issues related to develop-
ment, peace, security and stability, 
foremost of which is education as 
the driving force behind all of these 
eff orts.

The participation of His High-
ness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al-Thani and his speech 
before this annual global forum 
stresses Qatar’s firm belief in 
supporting the efforts of the in-
ternational community towards 
urgent and vital issues, which 
play a role in achieving peace 
and the well-being of humanity 
without exception or discrimina-
tion, in light of the extremely dif-
ficult and complex circumstanc-

es and changes that the world is 
witnessing and their negative ef-
fects, which have special impact 
on weak, fragile and poor coun-
tries and societies.

The world still remembers fond-
ly the announcement of His High-
ness the Amir in September 2018 
of Qatar’s pledge to provide qual-
ity education for 1mn girls by 2021, 
which is a milestone in the his-
tory of international development 
initiatives regarding the provision 
of quality education for girls and 
women in developing countries.

The Amir also announced his 
support for the Charlevoix Dec-
laration regarding the provision 
of quality education for girls and 
women in developing countries, 
especially since Qatar prioritised 
education both internally and ex-
ternally, which was refl ected in 
its international development aid 
programmes.

Within the framework of Qatar’s 
interest in education, His High-
ness said that Qatar has led the 
eff orts to issue the UN’s landmark 
resolution on the right to educa-
tion in emergency situations in 
2010, which indicated that a large 
proportion of the world’s children 
out of school live in confl ict-af-
fected areas.

In a related context, His High-
ness the Amir affi  rmed when 
he opened the Least Developed 
Countries Conference hosted by 
Doha last March, Qatar’s active 
role in multilateral international 
action across the fi elds of devel-
opment, humanitarian, human 
rights, and mediation to promote 
international peace and security.

His Highness added in this con-
text “Based on our National Vision 
2030, which upholds the values 
and principles of co-operation, 
partnership, and solidarity in 

helping countries, peoples, and 
communities suff ering from hu-
manitarian crises, confl icts, pov-
erty, and debts, Qatar has made a 
lot of humanitarian and develop-
ment contributions in accordance 
with the formulas of bilateral and 
multilateral co-operation, espe-
cially within the framework of 
strategic partnerships with the UN 
and other leading international in-
stitutions.”

Based on the state’s fi rm com-
mitment to supporting the de-
velopment process of the least 
developed countries, His High-
ness announced a fi nancial con-
tribution of a total of $60mn, of 
which $10mn will be allocated for 
supporting the implementation 
of the Doha Programme of Action 
activities for the least developed 
countries, and $50mn will be allo-
cated for supporting the intended 
outcomes of the Doha Programme 

of Action and building resilience 
potential in the least developed 
countries.

International Qatari institu-
tions stand out in the fields of 
supporting education and de-
velopment in countries in need, 
led by the Education Above All 
Foundation (EAA), the Silatech 
development organisation, and 
other initiatives, institutions 
and projects that Qatar presents 
to the world as a contribution to 
strengthen international efforts 
to achieve the 2030 Sustainable 
Development Goals.

Commenting on the educa-
tional initiatives led by the Ed-
ucation Above All, Director of 
External Relations at EAA Leena 
al-Derham said in an interview 
with Qatar News Agency (QNA), 
that education is a major goal of 
the Sustainable Development 
Goals set by the UN, and EAA 

has shown commitment to en-
sure education keep pace with 
the requirements of the current 
era.

She highlighted the role of 
Chairperson of Education Above 
All Foundation, Her Highness 
Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, in set-
ting the goal of educating 10mn 
out-of-school children in a dec-
ade, noting that EAA exceeded 
this goal in 2018 by returning 15mn 
children to schools through part-
nerships with international or-
ganisations and banks, as well as 
support from the Qatar Fund For 
Development (QFFD).

The EAA works with around 
100 partners through several pro-
grams, such as Protect Education 
in Insecurity and Confl ict, ROTA, 
Educate a Child and Al Fakhoora, 
in addition to managing the Global 
Innovation Fund and the Together 
Project. (QNA)

Qatar committed 
to international 
covenants, treaties
Since Qatar’s accession to the UN in 

1971, the state has not hesitated, 
based on its fi rm belief in the impor-

tance of multilateral international action, 
to play its role as an active partner in the 
international community to support the 
success of the goals of the international 
organisation, as it has made intensive ef-
forts, benefi ting from its active diplomacy 
at the regional and international levels, to 
promote peace, stability, and development 
around the world, confront global chal-
lenges and reduce tension in international 
relations.

To this end, Qatar has been keen to ac-
cede to many international treaties and 
charters within the framework of its full 
commitment to activate and implement 
the principle of the rule of law to achieve 
international justice and contribute to 
strengthening international peace and 
security, achieving stability in the region 
and the world, and supporting eff orts to 
achieve the goals and objectives of the UN 
through its active membership in the in-
ternational organisation and its affi  liated 
bodies, and its continuous eff orts to sup-
port the international initiatives of those 
bodies.

In affi  rmation of Qatar’s respect for in-
ternational covenants and conventions, 
the Permanent Constitution of the State of 
Qatar stipulates in Article 6 that the state 
shall respect the international charters 
and conventions, and strive to implement 
all international agreements, charters, and 
conventions it is party thereof. Article 8 
of the constitution added that the treaty 
or agreement shall have the power of law 
after ratifi cation and publication in the of-
fi cial gazette.

Based on the awareness of the great im-
portance of combating corruption, and as 
a continuation of its regional and interna-
tional eff orts to eradicate this scourge for 
the sake of healthy societies based on the 
principles of integrity and transparency, 
Qatar ratifi ed in 2007 the UN Convention 
against Corruption (UNCAC) as the only 
legally binding universal anti-corruption 
instrument and to strengthen prevention, 
control, and accountability eff orts.

As a continuation of its enlightening 
and awareness-raising role in combating 
corruption around the world, and within 
the framework of Qatar’s support for in-
ternational and UN eff orts to combat this 
scourge, the Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani Anti-Corruption Excellence Award 
was launched in 2016.

The award aims to highlight exemplary 
measures and good practices at the glo-
bal level, as well as appreciate, promote, 
collect and disseminate anti-corruption 
models from around the world to raise 
awareness, support and solidarity with the 
aim of fi ghting corruption to encourage 
and motivate similar and new initiatives 

towards establishing a corruption-free 
society, as the award works to celebrate 
and honour those who fi ght corruption 
around the world, and not only enhance 
their image, as well as motivate govern-
ments, academic institutions, the media 
and civil society to adopt, understand, and 
co-operate in implementing the principles 
of the UNCAC.

Based on Qatar’s keenness to promote 
and strengthen the legislative structure 
of human rights, it has joined a number of 
international human rights covenants that 
reinforce the principle of non-discrimina-
tion, such as the International Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination (ICERD) in 1976, the Inter-
national Convention on the Suppression 
and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid 
(ICSPCA) in the same year, and the Con-
vention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) 
in 2010, which refl ects the interest of the 
wise leadership in promoting and protect-
ing human rights at the national and re-
gional levels.

As an affi  rmation of the consistent ap-
proach and interest in rights and freedoms, 
especially the rights of children, women, 
and persons with disabilities, Qatar has 
ratifi ed the UN Convention on the Rights 
of the Child (UNCRC) and its protocols 
and has been keen to put into practice the 
basic principles and provisions of the con-
vention and its protocols.

It has joined other conventions that pro-
vide greater protection for children and the 
environment in which they grow up in, in-
cluding the UN Convention on the Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) under 
Decree No 28 of 2008, the UN Convention 
Against Transnational Organised Crime 
of 2000 (UNTOC) under Decree No 10 of 
2009, and the International Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Dis-
crimination Against Women (CEDAW) 
under Decree No 28 of 2009.

In order to build eff ective, account-
able, and inclusive institutions at all lev-
els, Qatar, represented by the Rule of Law 
and Anti-Corruption Centre (ROLACC), 
which was established in Doha in co-oper-
ation with the UN in 2012, contributes to 
promoting the principle of the rule of law 
and combating corruption at the regional 
level, by holding seminars, workshops, and 
academic programmes for specialists from 
the countries of the region.

Qatar, out of keenness to strengthen 
its strategic partnership with the UN and 

support its eff orts in maintaining inter-
national peace and security, joined the 
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nu-
clear Weapons (NPT) in 1989, thus re-
newing its commitment to work with the 
international community for the complete 
elimination of nuclear weapons and the 
achievement of regional and international 
peace and security.

Within the framework of its support for 
regional and international eff orts to com-
bat terrorism around the world, Qatar has 
signed many agreements to combat this 
scourge that ravages societies. It emerged 
as an active international member in 
eliminating this phenomenon through the 
enactment of legislation to enhance ef-
forts to combat terrorism and dry up its 
funding, and has taken the initiative to 
support many international mechanisms 
concerned with combating terrorism, in 
addition to hosting and organizing many 
international events and conferences call-
ing for confronting it.

At the Gulf, Arab, regional, and interna-
tional levels, Qatar ratifi ed the Arab Con-
vention on Combating Money Laundering 
and Terrorist Financing in 2012, the GCC 
Counter-Terrorism Agreement in 2008, 
the International Convention for the Sup-
pression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism in 
2014, and the OIC Convention on Com-
bating International Terrorism in 2006.

At the national level, Qatar issued the 
Law No 4 of 2010 on Combating Money 
Laundering and Terrorism Financing, in 
addition to forming the National Com-
mittee to follow up the implementation of 
international conventions on combating 
money laundering and terrorist fi nancing.

Qatar has also carried out fundamental 
legislative reforms, perhaps the most impor-
tant of which is the legal framework regu-
lating the rights of expatriate workers, the 
issuance of real estate ownership laws for 
non-Qataris, political asylum law, domestic 
workers law, permanent residence law, regu-
lation of the entry and exit of expatriates and 
their residence, and the establishment of a 
workers support and insurance fund, in ad-
dition to establishing the National Commit-
tee to Combat Human Traffi  cking (NCCHT), 
which aims to co-ordinate national eff orts to 
monitor, prevent, and combat forms of hu-
man traffi  cking.

The promotion and protection of hu-
man rights is one of the main pillars of 
the policy of Qatar and a strategic choice 
that is relied upon in the comprehensive 
reform process pursued by the state that 
was emphasised in the Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030, which included important axes 
related to major human rights issues in the 
fi elds of education, health, environment, 
labour rights, women’s empowerment, 
children’s rights, national development 
strategy, and the strengthening of relevant 
national institutions. (QNA)

Qatar supports efforts 
to achieve the goals and 
objectives of the UN through 
its active membership in the 
international organisation and 
its affiliated bodies

US ambassador: Qatar is leader in supporting humanitarian work around world

US ambassador in Doha Tim-
my Davis has said that Qatar 
is a leader in supporting hu-

manitarian work around the world 
and responding to the emergency 
needs of the UN and other regional 
and international organisations that 
provide sustainable humanitarian 
programmes in many countries of 
the world.

In an exclusive interview with 
Qatar News Agency (QNA), ambas-
sador Davis said that Qatar’s par-
ticipation in UN programmes is an 
example of how collective eff ort can 
help make a diff erence in the world, 
noting in this regard Qatar’s contin-
ued support for the programmes and 

initiatives of international humani-
tarian and development organisa-
tions, as well as its eff orts and signif-
icant contributions in humanitarian 
and development work.

He stressed that Qatar can do a lot 
in the UN and multilateral forums to 
serve humanity.

He emphasised the strength of 
the strategic relations between Qa-
tar and his country, saying that “our 
naming Qatar as a major non-Nato 
ally was an indication of the strength 
of our relationship, but even more, it 
was an indication of the strength of 
our future as partners in providing 
humanitarian assistance around the 
world.”

He added: “I see our relation-
ship growing not just in ways that 
are bilateral. But our partnership 
can make a diff erence in multilateral 
settings.”

The ambassador highlighted 
the existing co-operation between 
Qatar and the UN in all fi elds, es-
pecially in the energy sector, as 
well as educational partnerships in 
light of the presence of American 
universities in Qatar such as Carn-
egie Mellon, Virginia Common-
wealth, Weill Cornell Medicine, 
Texas A&M, and Georgetown, in 
addition to commercial partner-
ships with major American com-
panies operating in Qatar.

He stressed his country’s keen-
ness to co-ordinate with Qatar on 
various issues pertaining to the re-
gion and the world. He also pointed 
to the Qatari investments in many 
US states and cities in various eco-
nomic and commercial fi elds and 
sectors.

Ambassador Davis added: “I have 
a great interest in Americans un-
derstanding Qatar because I believe 
Qatar is a force for good through-
out the world. I believe the current 
people have a great culture, believe 
in education, in the same priorities 
and values that many Americans 
believe in,” emphasising his interest 
in consolidating and strengthening 

relations between the two countries 
in various fi elds, especially in tour-
ism, educational exchange and other 
fi elds.

The ambassador praised the 
prominent global position achieved 
by Qatar, saying that Qatar has 
shown itself to be a very capable and 
able mediator in crises around the 
world.

He said that there is no bet-
ter partner in some of the eff orts, 
whether it’s in the Russia-Ukraine 
crisis, and the crisis in Lebanon, 
Libya and Somalia. “Qatar’s me-
diation has been vital. I would also 
say that it has been generally well 
placed.”

He appreciated that Qatar’s for-
eign policy is not unilateral, saying 
“Qatar is looking for partners just as 
we are. And beyond fi nding strength 
in our relationship, Qatar has found 
strength in partnerships around the 
world.”

In response to a question about 
the agenda of the 78th Session of 
the UN General Assembly, Davis ex-
plained that there are many issues 
that require hard diplomatic work, 
pointing out that the world will have 
a clearer understanding of the situ-
ation in Russia, Ukraine, Libya, and 
other issues in the region and the 
world, which may lead to solutions 
down the road. 

UNHCR’s partnership 
with Qatar a beacon 
of hope for refugees

Representative of the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) to Qatar Ahmed 

Mohsen has affi  rmed that the strong 
and established partnership between 
Qatar, its various institutions, and 
UNHCR, represents a beacon of hope 
for millions of refugees and internally 
displaced persons around the globe.

In an interview with Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), Mohsen expressed 
his hope for the continuation of this 
partnership that embodies a distin-
guished model of stable partnerships, 
to help refugees and forcibly dis-
placed persons most in need around 
the globe, pointing out Qatar’s gener-
ous contributions to support UNHCR 
programmes over the years. These 
contributions amounted to about 
QR1bn and QR400mn, which helped 
provide education, healthcare, shel-
ter, and promote economic develop-
ment for millions of people around 
the globe, he added.

He noted that Qatar’s contribu-
tions particularly focus on the sec-
tors of education, shelter, healthcare, 
livelihood opportunities and mate-
rial support, enabling it to provide a 
sustainable humanitarian response 
in various regions, especially in the 
Middle East, North Africa, Asia and 
the Pacifi c.

Qatar co-operates with UNHCR in 
implementing various projects that 
benefi t hundreds of thousands of 
people most in need, including Syr-
ian refugees in Jordan and Lebanon, 
Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh, and 
internally displaced people in Iraq, 
Yemen, Afghanistan, and many other 
countries, Mohsen added.

Qatar has been at the forefront of 
donor countries to UNHCR since 
2019 through its generous contribu-
tions to support UNHCR’s eff orts and 
initiatives aimed at responding to the 
humanitarian needs of communi-

ties suff ering from asylum and forced 
displacement, he said, noting the es-
tablishment of the UN House in Doha, 
which hosts the offi  ces of several UN 
agencies, including the Offi  ce of UN-
HCR, as part of Qatar’s continued 
support for the programs and initia-
tives of UN and its various agencies.

He stressed that Qatar has con-
tinued its strong support over the 
years for diplomatic and humanitar-
ian eff orts in Afghanistan, especially 
its support for Afghan refugees and 
the countries hosting them, which 
culminated in its recent assumption 
of the presidency of the Solutions 
Strategy for Afghan Refugees Support 
Platform (SSAR). SSAR constitutes a 
platform to support voluntary repa-
triation and sustainable reintegration, 
provide support to host communities 
and promote peaceful coexistence 
among them, he explained.

The UNHCR representative com-
mended Qatar’s humanitarian eff orts 
during the Afghan crisis in 2021 and 
its keenness to transport humanitar-
ian aid by air and deliver tonnes of 
emergency supplies to support the 
most vulnerable displaced families in 
Afghanistan, pointing out that these 
eff orts have supported UNHCR’s pro-
grams and missions in Afghanistan to 
help vulnerable Afghans adapt to the 
harsh conditions of winter.

Mohsen also said that Qatar con-
tinues to support UNHCR’s eff orts 
in Afghanistan, noting that the total 
Qatari contributions to support the 
situation in Afghanistan have reached 
more than $5.6mn through support-
ing education for refugees and in-
ternally displaced persons, in-kind 
donations, fl ights, humanitarian aid 
and non-food items, in addition to 
supporting UNHCR’s eff orts to pro-
vide fi nancial assistance to many re-
turning refugee families who are most 
in need. (QNA)
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Reuters
Seoul

North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un was heading home 
by train yesterday, Rus-

sian news agencies reported, after 
a week-long visit to Russia that in-
cluded talks with President Vladimir 
Putin on closer military and other 
co-operation.

A video published by Russia’s 
state-run RIA news agency yester-
day showed Kim walking along a 
red carpet to his train carriage in the 
Russian Far Eastern city of Artyom, 
and waving goodbye to the sounds of 
a military band.

Artyom is about 254km from 
Khasan station on Russia’s border 
with North Korea.

The trip by the North Korean 
leader, who seldom leaves his coun-
try, signifi es “a fresh heyday of 
friendship and solidarity and co-
operation is being opened up in the 
history of the development of the 
relations between the DPRK and 
Russia,” North Korean state news 
agency KCNA said, using the initials 
for the Democratic People’s Repub-
lic of Korea.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov said Moscow wanted to de-
velop “equal and fair cooperation” 
with North Korea despite sanctions 
imposed on Pyongyang by the UN 

Security Council. “We have not de-
clared sanctions against North Ko-
rea, the Security Council did that. 
So appeal to the Security Council, 
and we will develop equal and fair 
cooperation with the DPRK,” La-
vrov said in a state TV interview, 
excerpts of which were broadcast 
yesterday.

The Kremlin earlier said it abides 
by UN sanctions, but that it has a 
right to develop neighbourly rela-
tions, including in relation to sen-
sitive topics. The US and its allies 
worry about warming military ties 
between the two neighbours as Rus-
sia presses its invasion of Ukraine 
and North Korea, a reclusive com-
munist state, proceeds with missile 

and nuclear development. South 
Korea and the US say military co-
operation between North Korea and 
Russia would violate UN sanctions 
against Pyongyang and that the al-
lies would ensure there was a price 
to pay. South Korean President Yoon 
Suk-yeol called such a military part-
nership “illegal and unjust”, saying 
the international community would 
“unite more tightly” to cope with 
deepening ties between Moscow and 
Pyongyang, in written responses to 
the Associated Press yesterday.

Yoon will head to New York today 
for the UN General Assembly.

Russia has gone out of its way to 
publicise Kim’s visit, dropping re-
peated hints about the prospect of 

military co-operation with North 
Korea, a country formed in 1948 
with the backing of the Soviet Un-
ion. On Saturday, Kim met Russian 
Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu, 
who showed the North Korean lead-
er Russian nuclear-capable strategic 
bombers, hypersonic missiles and 
warships.

Kim and Shoigu “exchanged 
their constructive opinions on the 
practical issues arising in further 
strengthening the strategic and tac-
tical co-ordination, co-operation 
and mutual exchange between the 
armed forces of the two countries 
and in the fi elds of their national 
defence and security,” KCNA said 
yesterday.

Moscow is discussing joint mili-
tary exercises with North Korea, 
Shoigu told Russian media. He vis-
ited Pyongyang in July and toured a 
weapons exhibition with Kim, one of 
the most striking signs of deepening 
ties up to that point.

During his trip to Russia, Kim 
toured Russia’s Pacifi c Sea Fleet, 
equipped with strategic nuclear 
submarines among other military 
vessels, KCNA said, quoting him as 
praising the fl eet for its contribution 
to peace in the region.Oleg Kozhe-
myako, governor of Russia’s far 
eastern Primorsky region, gave Kim 
a bulletproof vest and six drones 
produced in the region, RIA news 
agency said.

AFP
Sydney

Australians rallied around the 
country yesterday to fi ght 
for a landmark Indigenous 

rights reform that is bleeding sup-
port in the polls before an October 
14 referendum.

Tens of thousands joined “Walk 

for Yes” events in major cities 
ahead of the vote that could grant 
Indigenous Australians a constitu-
tionally enshrined right to be con-
sulted on policies that aff ect them 
- a so-called Voice.

More than 200 years since Brit-
ish colonisation, Indigenous peo-
ple - whose ancestors have lived 
on the continent for about 60,000 
years - have shorter lives than 

other Australians, poorer educa-
tion and are far more likely to die in 
police custody.

“I think we need a voice in par-
liament and I think it’s about time,” 
said Laurel Johnson, a 58-year-
old retired Indigenous commu-
nity services worker who joined 
hundreds of people at the Sydney 
rally, many seeking shade during a 
spring heatwave.

Asked if the Voice would im-
prove the lot of Indigenous people, 
she said: “I jolly well hope so.”

Her sister Priscilla Johnson, 53, 
said some Indigenous people still 
lived in “Third World” conditions.

“Australia is considered a First 
World country. The poor social 
determinants of health have been 
continuous since the 1788 inva-
sion,” she said, referring to the 

landing of the First Fleet that es-
tablished a British penal colony in 
Australia.

In Melbourne, more than 10,000 
supporters marched through the 
streets, some with banners read-
ing: “You’re the voice, vote yes”.

Thousands more gathered in 
Canberra, Perth, Brisbane, Dar-
win, Hobart and Alice Springs.

But the “Vote Yes” campaign, 

launched just weeks ago by Prime 
Minister Anthony Albanese, faces 
an uphill battle.

Recent surveys show about 60% 
against the reform versus 40% 
in support - a near reversal of the 
situation a year ago.

To pass, the referendum needs 
majority support across Australia 
but also a majority in at least four 
of the six states.

N Korea’s Kim heads home after week-long visit to Russia

Indigenous rights supporters  rally across Australia before vote

Riding India’s G20 
wave, Modi’s party 
sets up for elections
Reuters
New Delhi

The G20 summit was India’s 
big moment on the world 
stage, giving the country an 

opportunity to work on global is-
sues and providing Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi a chance to present 
his credentials as a global statesman.

Although some analysts said 
the meeting showed few concrete 
results, his Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) is now cashing in on Modi’s 
enhanced image ahead of a series 
of state elections and national 
elections due by May 2024.

In the run-up to the summit, 
Modi’s face was plastered on G20 
hoardings across the country. Dur-
ing the meeting last weekend, local 
television channels had wall-to-
wall coverage of Modi with world 
leaders, including US President 
Joe Biden, and the praise that was 
showered on him for a success-
ful meeting. The BJP peppered its 
social media platforms with mes-
sages of praise from world leaders.

The summit declaration pa-
pered over key diff erences and had 
few breakthroughs in critical areas 
such as debt and climate change 
but for a popular leader with a 
long-dominant lead over his po-
litical rivals, these are diplomatic 
intricacies that matter little in do-
mestic politics, analysts said.

India’s successful mission last 
month to land a spacecraft on the 
moon is another factor that feeds 
into the country’s feel-good image 
and gives Modi a fi llip, they said.

The opposition Congress party 
has criticised Modi for turning 
G20 into an election campaign, 
charging him with promoting 
dialogue and peace on the inter-
national stage while his Hindu na-
tionalist administration discrimi-
nates against religious minorities 
and quashes dissent, charges the 
government has denied.

But analysts say Modi’s political 
position is so strong there is little 
risk of the strategy backfi ring.

“The message which has gone 
out is that India has really emerged 
very strong in the world,” said San-
jay Kumar, psephologist at New 
Delhi’s Centre for the Study of De-
veloping Societies.

“And it’s only because of Modi. 
The narrative is the national pride 
of an average Indian has gone up,” 
he said. Modi enjoys high approval 
ratings and surveys suggest he will 
easily win the general election and 
a third term next year despite con-
cerns about rising infl ation, unem-
ployment and an uneven economic 
recovery after the Covid-19 pan-
demic. Worries about violence in 
the northeastern state of Manipur 
have also aff ected Modi’s image.

The BJP plans to highlight the 
“success of the summit” during 
fortnight-long celebrations of 
Modi’s birthday starting tomor-
row, a party offi  cial said.

Modi’s contribution to India’s 
rising global stature will be a key 
theme of a special fi ve-day parlia-
ment session beginning next week, 
the offi  cial said.

“It’s really a fact that India’s im-
age has transformed under Prime 

Minister Modi,” BJP vice-presi-
dent Baijayant Jay Panda said.

Modi, who turns 73 tomorrow, 
swept to power in 2014 promising 
stability and change from what he 
called the long-ruling Congress 
party’s corruption and poor gov-
ernance.

He consolidated his win with 
welfare economics, boosting in-
frastructure and unabashed Hindu 
nationalism, winning a second 
term in 2019 with a bigger majority.

Modi often underlines national 
pride in his speeches, which reso-
nates with a large section of the peo-
ple that has been aggrieved about 
India’s portrayal in Western media 
as a poor country, analysts said.

“Every small thing counts when a 
narrative of national pride is being 
built,” said Yashwant Deshmukh, 
a psephologist with the C-Voter 
agency. According to C-Voter’s 
biannual “Mood of the Nation” 
survey in India Today magazine 
last month, 47% said India’s G20 
presidency will enhance the coun-
try’s global stature and 73% said 
it will be a poll plank in 2024. The 
opposition Congress party was not 
so impressed, with its chief spokes-
person Jairam Ramesh saying Mo-
di’s statements of tolerance on the 
global stage are “sheer hypocrisy”.

“At home...he remains silent on 
hate speech, lynchings, targeted 
killings, and attacks on holy places. 
His party, and the larger ecosystem 
he belongs to, has unleashed sys-
tematic polarisation campaigns...
and has torn apart the social fabric 
of the nation,” Ramesh posted on 
X, formerly Twitter.

A boy plays on a flooded road amid heavy rainfall in Ahmedabad, India, yesterday. Several villages in 
Gujarat were flooded as the Narmada and other rivers are in full spate, prompting shifting of hundreds 
of people to safer places, off icials said.

Heavy rains in Gujarat

Canada delays planned
trade mission to India
Reuters
Ottawa

Canadian Trade Minister 
Mary Ng is postponing 
a trade mission to India 

planned for October, an offi  cial 
said, refl ecting increasingly tense 
diplomatic relations just days af-
ter India’s prime minister scolded 
his Canadian counterpart at a 
G20 summit in New Delhi.

“At this time, we are postpon-
ing the upcoming trade mission 
to India,” said Shanti Cosentino, 

a spokesperson for the minister, 
without giving a reason.

Indian Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, who held formal bilat-
eral meetings with many world 
leaders during the G20 summit, 
snubbed Canadian Prime Minis-
ter Justin Trudeau, allowing only 
a short, informal meeting on the 
sidelines of the event.

Canada has the highest popu-
lation of Sikhs outside their home 
state of Punjab in India, and the 
country has been the site of many 
protests that have irked India.

“They are promoting seces-

sionism and inciting violence 
against Indian diplomats, dam-
aging diplomatic premises and 
threatening the Indian commu-
nity in Canada and their places 
of worship,” India’s government 
said after the leaders met.

Earlier, India said it had paused 
trade talks with Canada. Canada 
made a similar announcement 
earlier this month, saying such a 
pause was needed to “take stock”.

Only about four months ago 
the two nations said they aimed 
to seal an initial trade agreement 
this year.

WHO calls on China for
‘full access’ for Covid 
investigators: FT

The head of the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) told the 
Financial Times (FT) he was ready 
to send a new mission of experts 
to China to investigate the origins 
of Covid-19. “We’re pressing China 
to give full access, and we are 
asking countries to raise it during 
their bilateral meetings - (to urge 
Beijing) to co-operate,” Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus told the 
FT.
He said the WHO had already 
written to China asking “to give 
us information “ and for the 
organisation to send a team “if 
they allow us to do so”.
The international community 
has been unable to determine 
with certainty the origins of the 
Covid pandemic.
The first cases were detected 
at the end of 2019 in Wuhan, 
China, suggesting two opposing 
theories: an escape from a 
laboratory in the city where 
such viruses were being studied 
or an intermediate animal that 
infected people at a local market.

Musketeers of The Marquis of Winchester Regiment fire their guns on the battlefield during a re-
enactment of the 1645 English Civil War, at Old Basing House near Basingstoke south east England, 
yesterday. After the decisive defeat of King Charles I’s army at Naseby in Northamptonshire in 
June 1645 Oliver Cromwell led part of the New Model Army to “mop up” remaining royalist bases 
in Wiltshire and Hampshire. He appeared before Basing House around October 8, determined to 
capture this major royalist stronghold, containing both a garrison and civilians, including many 
Catholics, which had resisted earlier sieges and had long been a thorn in parliament’s side. He 
subjected the place to heavy bombardment and by October 13 had opened up breaches in the 
defences. He and his men stormed and captured the stronghold on the morning of October 14.

Re-enactment of 1645 English Civil War BBC ‘urgently looking’ into 
issues raised by Brand report

Reuters
London

Britain’s BBC yesterday 
said it was “urgently look-
ing into the issues” raised 

by allegations of sexual assault 
made against the broadcaster’s 
former employee, British co-
median and actor Russell Brand, 
who denies the accusations.

Brand, 48, the former husband 
of US singer Katy Perry, worked 
on BBC radio programmes be-
tween 2006 and 2008.

He issued a denial on Satur-
day to unspecifi ed “very seri-
ous criminal allegations” hours 
before the accusations of sexual 
assaults, including rape, were 
published online by the Sunday 
Times newspaper and later aired 
on Channel 4 television.

The Times and documentary 
show Dispatches reported that 
the alleged incidents had taken 
place between 2006 and 2013 
and said one woman had made 

an allegation of rape, while an-
other said Brand assaulted her 
when she was 16 and still at 
school.

Two of the accusers reported 
that the incidents occurred in 
Los Angeles, the paper said.

A BBC spokesperson said in 
a statement: “The documen-
tary and associated reports con-
tained serious allegations, span-
ning a number of years. Russell 
Brand worked on BBC radio 
programmes between 2006 and 
2008 and we are urgently look-
ing into the issues raised.”

Women’s charity Trevi, which 
helps women aff ected by vio-
lence and abuse, said it had end-
ed its association with Brand, 
and Tavistock Wood, a talent 
agency, said in a statement it 
“has terminated all professional 
ties to Brand”.

“Russell Brand categorically 
and vehemently denied the alle-
gation made in 2020, but we now 
believe we were horribly misled 
by him,” it said.



If the hugely popular 1982 fi lm E.T. The Extra Terrestrial, caught 
the world’s fancy, and the Men in Black science fi ction comedy fi lm 
series debuting in 1997 approached the topic in a lighter vein, any 
news about the possibility of fi nding extraterrestrial life continues 
to attract attention always. Two separate developments last week 
prove this. 

The fi rst incident in Mexico City, saw the alleged bodies of two 
“non-human beings” presented during a congressional hearing, 
generating a mixture of surprise, disbelief and ridicule on social 
media on Wednesday, as reported by AFP. 

The purported mummifi ed remains were exhibited on Tuesday 
– the fi rst time the Mexican Congress has offi  cially addressed the 
issue of possible extraterrestrial life.

The alleged corpses, which had a grayish colour and facial 
features similar to humans, were brought by Jaime Maussan, a 
controversial Mexican journalist and researcher who reported 
fi nding them in Peru in 2017. 

“They are non-human beings. We don’t want to call them 
extraterrestrials because we don’t know,” Maussan said during 
the session called by ruling party lawmaker Sergio Gutierrez, who 
defended the event as being in the “public interest.”

Maussan cited carbon dating analysis by the National 
Autonomous University of Mexico that he said showed “these 
beings are around 1,000 years old.”

During the hearing, Gutierrez said Maussan requested the 
session after a US congressional committee in July was told by 
a former intelligence offi  cial that humans were not alone in the 
universe and American authorities were covering up the evidence.

In June, the US 
space agency Nasa 
held its fi rst public 
meeting on the issue, 
and urged a more 
rigorous scientifi c 
approach to clarify 
the origin of so-
called unidentifi ed 
anomalous 
phenomena (UAPs). 

The second 
development was on 
Thursday when a Nasa 
panel recommended 
in a report that the US 
space agency increase 
its eff orts to gather 
information on UAP, 
by the government – 

and play a larger role in helping the Pentagon detect them, Reuters 
said. The panel, comprised experts in scientifi c fi elds ranging from 
physics to astrobiology.

“Nasa has a variety of existing and planned Earth- and space-
observing assets, together with an extensive archive of historic and 
current data sets, which should be directly leveraged to understand 
UAP,” the report said.

“Although Nasa’s fl eet of Earth-observing satellites typically lack 
the spatial resolution to detect relatively small objects such as UAP, 
their state-of-the-art sensors can be directly utilised to probe the 
state of the local earth, oceanic, and atmospheric conditions that are 
spatially and temporally coincident with UAPs initially detected via 
other methods. Thus, Nasa’s assets can play a vital role by directly 
determining whether specifi c environmental factors are associated 
with certain reported UAP behaviours or occurrences,” the report said.

The US government in the past few years has made several 
disclosures of information it has gathered regarding a subject that 
once was met by virtual offi  cial silence. The new report called UAPs 
“one of our planet’s greatest mysteries.”

“Despite numerous accounts and visuals, the absence of 
consistent, detailed, and curated observations means we do 
not presently have the body of data needed to make defi nitive, 
scientifi c conclusions about UAP,” it added.

The US government issued a watershed report in 2021 compiled 
by the Offi  ce of the Director of National Intelligence in conjunction 
with a Navy-led task force encompassing numerous observations, 
mostly from military personnel of UAP.

The report included some UAP cases that previously came to 
light in the Pentagon’s release of video from naval aviators showing 
enigmatic aircraft off  the US East and West Coasts exhibiting speed 
and manoeuvrability exceeding known aviation technologies and 
lacking any visible means of propulsion or fl ight-control surfaces. 
The report said defence and intelligence analysts lacked suffi  cient 
data to determine the nature of some of the objects.

If there are activities that characterise Qatar 
and are projected globally, they are the events 
that are held with the aim of benefi ting the 
entire international community, such as the 

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, when the world was 
brought together to enjoy a sport meeting of global 
friendship.

These meetings that Qatar off ers to the world 
have an admirable continuity over time, with the 
sole purpose of off ering benefi ts and promoting 
the development of all countries since they share 
common objectives.

Qatar frequently hosts international exhibitions 
in Doha, which are organised in diff erent areas of 
development and culture. 

One of the upcoming international exhibitions 
is Expo 2023 Doha, which will take place between 
October 2, 2023 and March 28, 2024. The theme of 
the expo is “Green Desert, Better Environment,” 
and it aims to raise awareness of the importance of 
preserving our environment through innovations 
and technologies.

The International Horticultural Exhibition Expo 
2023 Doha Qatar will be the fi rst international 
horticultural exhibition to be held in the Middle 
East and North Africa region. Some 88 countries 

and international organisations have confi rmed 
their attendance, and they will participate 
with pavilions that showcase their designs and 
advances in research and innovation.

Heads of Governments, representatives of 
international organisations, ministers of state, 
various personalities committed to safeguarding a 
better world with changes and representatives of 
the private sector will also attend.

We are confi dent that this event will off er the 
opportunity to promote diplomatic and business 
meetings, as well as an attractive hub for the arrival 
of a large number of tourists, among other benefi ts.

We will surely see, given the theme of the Expo, 
interesting examples of the innovations that can 
be applied to combine sand deserts with a diverse 
fl ora and make them a place for new life, within 
the concept of sustainability, understood as the 
solution to improve life without harming the 
environment.

Expo 2023 Doha will also raise awareness and 
educate visitors about climate change and the need 
for a more sustainable lifestyle, and will feature 
educational programmes, cultural events, and 
interactive exhibits to engage visitors about the 
importance of sustainability.

It is worth mentioning, Horticulture is a fi eld that 
has developed signifi cantly in the 20th century, with 
the introduction of new methods of cultivation, 
such as hydroponics and aquaponics. These 
methods allow for more effi  cient use of water and 
nutrients, and they can be used to grow crops in harsh 
environments.

We know that these transformative systems 
can control factors such as water distribution, 
cultivation periods, product quality, and the use of 
fertilisers. 

As for the facilities of Al Bidda Park, where the 
Qatar Expo 2023 international exhibition will 
be held, they have already been completed in a 
very successful way and with the modernity that 
characterises the projects undertaken by Qatar.

Without a doubt, Expo 2023 Doha is sure to be 
a success, and it will leave many benefi cial lessons 
and the advances that the whole world needs. 
It will be a showcase for innovative solutions to 
environmental challenges and help to promote 
sustainable development.

I believe that in the near future, we can see 
deserts transformed into green landscapes.

As Russia’s Vladimir Putin and North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-un met last 
week to discuss what analysts believe 
will be a deal for an exchange of weapons, 

the West’s leading companies were descending on 
Europe’s biggest arms show in London.

Since the last iteration of the biennial Defence 
and Security Equipment International (DSEI) in 
September 2021, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and 
dramatically increased tensions over Taiwan and 
North Korea have given a shot of adrenaline to 
arms manufacturers worldwide.

According to the Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute, European defence spending 
rose 13% in 2022 alone, bringing total global 
spending to an all-time high of $2,240bn.

Consultancy McKinsey reports that Russia 
saw its defence exports fall 21% over the fi rst year 
following the Ukraine invasion, creating further 
openings for Western arms sales in the developing 
world.

Overall, it expects military spending to increase 
globally by an average of 4% a year through to 
2028, led by Japan increasing its military budget by 
an unprecedented 14% a year.

“We are extremely busy,” says Michael Elmore, 
head of sales at MTL Advanced, which specialises 
in processing and fabricating armoured steel at its 
factory near Sheffi  eld.

Within days of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 
February 2022, it was supplying basic body armour 
plating for Ukrainian combat troops.

Since then, demand has only increased, 
particularly for armoured vehicle components to 
be used by both Britain and other European states. 
The fi rm says fi nding suitably skilled labour is a 
mounting problem, prompting it to step up its 
apprenticeship programme over the last two years.

The need for greater armour is one of the more 
obvious lessons of fi ghting in Ukraine, analysts 
say. Others include the importance of being able 
to move quickly, minimise electronic emissions to 
avoid detection, and the mounting importance of 
high volumes of unmanned systems.

Estonian fi rm MILREM, a market leader for 
light unmanned ground vehicles, says some of 
its equipment has already been trialled in action 
in Ukraine for tasks such as route clearance, 
surveillance and casualty evacuation.

Already, battlefi eld experience has highlighted 
the importance of night operations and resistance 
to electronic jamming, CEO Kuldar Vaarsi said.

“Ukraine is a very interesting combination of 
First and Second World War technologies and very 
modern technology,” said Vaarsi, also pointing 
to the development of “loitering munitions” and 
artifi cial intelligence analysis.

“Before the war in Ukraine, these were more 
theoretical concepts.”

MILREM says it has struggled to secure 
suffi  cient fi nancing in Europe, prompting it to turn 
to Middle Eastern investors in the United Arab 
Emirates to fund the next round of development 
and expansion — a move only approved by 
European Union regulators with the strict 
provision that data from MILREM’s European 
military work would not be accessible by their 
non-European partners.

Such nervousness over information leaks is 
increasingly widespread - the United States and its 
allies are now engaged in a protracted worldwide 
eff ort to minimise loss of critical technology to 
Moscow and Beijing. Other worries include a lack 
of suffi  cient industrial capability to make basic 
weapons such as artillery shells as well as more 
expensive items such as drones and rockets.

Ukraine fi ghting continues to consume huge 
volumes of Western stocks. According to experts 
at the conference, the waiting time to order a 
US Javelin anti-tank missile is now in excess of 
three years. Britain’s BAE Systems unveiled a 
new artillery shell at DSEI this week specifi cally 
designed to be cheaper and faster to manufacture.

Britain doubled its arms exports in 2022 to 
a record £8.5bn. British offi  cials also hope the 
AUKUS agreement with the US to provide nuclear 
submarine technology to Australia will open the 
door to further deals.

DSEE is designed to build on that. But according 
to the organisers, this year has also seen a 
signifi cant uptick in the presence of Asian, eastern 
and northern European manufacturers, many of 
them benefi ciaries of Ukraine-related sales and 
rapidly shifting international partnerships.

South Korea’s tech and defence industries have 
made particular inroads into Europe, viewed as 
an alternative to China to manufacture high-tech 
chips and striking an increasingly confi dent series 
of defence deals to conquer the European market.

The largest, a 2022 $13.7bn deal to supply Poland 
with equipment including tanks, artillery pieces 
and jets, began delivering weapons within months. 

Defence industry insiders say South Korean 
fi rms are also now shipping increased amounts of 
weaponry to Taiwan, although this has not been 
acknowledged publicly.

Ukraine is also striking its own deals with 
foreign suppliers. Ukraine and Sweden this month 
announced a deal to jointly produce 1000 CV-90 
infantry fi ghting vehicles for the Ukrainian army. 
Multiple fi rms including Britain’s BAE, Germany’s 
Rheinmetall and Finland’s Patria have all been 
reported to be talking with Ukraine to build 
factories there.

As one defence executive put it: “War is good for 
business”.

Ukraine has used unmanned drones at sea 
on a scale few Western navies could currently 
hope to match. On other areas, such as unarmed 
ground vehicles particularly for major resupply, 
the technology is still believed a year or two away 
from being truly operational — and with diff erent 
countries pursuing a variety of priorities.

“Germany will most likely fi eld autonomous 
logistic convoy capabilities before combat 
vehicles,” Rheinmetall Vice President for Business 
Development and Innovation Alain Tremblay said.

“The UK will probably be the fi rst Nato country 
to formally integrate unmanned ground vehicles 
into their land forces. The US Marine Corps are 
also moving very rapidly.”

Much depends on regulation. Rheinmetall and 
other fi rms say they already have the technology 
to push “trains” of multiple trucks across Europe 
with several vehicles following a single human 
driver. Getting permission to do that on ordinary 
roads would either require more testing or a major 
international crisis.

Such a crisis, however, is what many fi rms are 
quietly now preparing for.

Dominic Philpott, chief operating offi  cer of 
Hanwha Phasor — a UK-based satellite relay fi rm 
now purchased by South Korean conglomerate 
Hanwha that serves both civilian and government 
clients — noted several shifts. Clients with 
sensitive projects no longer wanted microchips 
from China, he said, citing concerns over both 
security and future supply.

Those wanting satellite communications were 
also now requesting to access multiple diff erent 
satellite systems at diff erent levels in Earth orbit, 
giving them greater resistance to jamming or other 
deliberate action.

“That’s all happened very quickly,” he said. 
“Companies are looking for resilience.” — Reuters
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The mystery of 
extraterrestrial 
life and earthlings

‘Nasa has a variety 
of existing and 
planned Earth 
– and space – 
observing assets, 
together with an 
extensive archive 
of historic and 
current data sets’
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European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen and Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni attend a press conference 
at the airport after a visit to the hotspot, a reception centre for migrants, and later the port where they arrive, in Lampedusa, 
yesterday. (Reuters)

Italian PM 
calls for 
EU help: 
migrant 
surge
AFP
Lampedusa

Italy’s prime minister warned yesterday that the 
“future of Europe is at stake”, after droves of mi-
grants landed on the Mediterranean island of 

Lampedusa.
Thousands of migrants on vessels from the North 

African coast landed on Italy’s southernmost island 
this week, sparking a crisis that has rekindled debate 
over the division of responsibility among the EU na-
tions.

At a press conference with European Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen during a visit to the 
island, Giorgia Meloni said the bloc needed to work 
together to face the challenges of uncontrolled migra-
tion.

It is “the future that Europe wants for itself that is 
at stake here, because the future of Europe depends 
on Europe’s capacity to face major challenges,” Meloni 
said.

Between Monday and Wednesday, around 8,500 
people — more than the island’s entire local popula-
tion — arrived in 199 boats, according to the UN mi-
gration agency.

“Irregular immigration is a European challenge that 
needs a European response,” von der Leyen said, call-
ing on other members of the bloc to take in some of 
the migrants.

The Italian Red Cross, which runs the overcrowd-
ed Lampedusa migration centre, said yesterday that 
1,500 migrants remained there despite having a ca-
pacity for just 400.

Transfers of migrants to Sicily and the mainland 
have not kept up with the fl ow of new arrivals, al-
though further transfers were expected to be made 
yesterday, the Red Cross said.

The offi  cials were met on arrival at the airport by 
residents unhappy with the mass arrivals, threatening 
to block their motorcade.

“We are doing everything possible,” Meloni had 
said in response.

Large vessels operated by NGOs like the Geo Bar-
ents by Doctors Without Borders (MSF), which have 
rescued nearly 500 migrants in 11 operations, are 
headed for major Italian ports.

But dozens of small boats continue to make the 
perilous sea-crossing to Lampedusa, where the mi-
grant management system has come to the brink of 
asphyxiation.

In July, von der Leyen — with Meloni’s strong back-
ing — struck an agreement with Tunisia aimed at 
curbing the fl ow of irregular migration from the North 
African country. More than 127,000 migrants have ar-
rived on Italy’s shores so far this year, almost double 
the same period last year.

Over 2,000 people have died this year crossing from 
North Africa to Italy and Malta, according to the UN 
migration agency. The EU is pushing to overhaul rules 
on how to handle the migrant fl ow.

In France, members of the far right say Paris should 
not allow any migrants from Lampedusa across the 
border from Italy.

Biden aide in hours of 
‘constructive’ talks 
with China diplomat
Reuters
Washington/Beijing

White House national secu-
rity adviser Jake Sullivan 
met with Chinese Foreign 

Minister Wang Yi in Malta for hours 
this weekend, Beijing and Washington 
said yesterday, as the world’s two larg-
est economies seek to stabilise troubled 
relations.

Both sides held “candid, substantive 
and constructive” talks during multiple 
meetings held September 16-17, ac-
cording to separate statements from the 
White House and the Chinese foreign 
ministry published yesterday.

There were also “limited” early signs 
that severed military communications 
between the two sides may start to be 
restored, a senior Biden administration 
offi  cial said.

Chinese offi  cials did not comment 
on the prospect of military-to-military 
communication.

Sullivan’s meeting with Wang was 
the latest in a series of high-level dis-
cussions between US and Chinese of-
fi cials that could lay the groundwork 
for a meeting between US President Joe 
Biden and Chinese President Xi Jinping 
later this year.

They come amid a string of upheavals 
in the Chinese government’s top ranks, 

including the disappearance of defence 
minister Li Shangfu, and wobbles in the 
country’s economy that have caused 
consternation in foreign capitals.

The Malta talks spanned about 12 
hours over the two days, a senior Biden 
administration offi  cial told reporters. 
Sullivan last met Wang in Vienna in 
May.

China’s foreign ministry said both 
sides agreed to maintain high-level 
exchanges and hold bilateral consulta-
tions on Asia-Pacifi c aff airs, maritime 
aff airs and foreign policy.

The United States told China it was 
ready to work together on counter-nar-
cotics, artifi cial intelligence and climate 
change even as it expressed concerns 
over unspecifi ed Chinese support for 
Russia and Beijing recently sending 
fi ghter jets across the sensitive median 
line of the Taiwan Strait, the US offi  cial 
said.

Wang cautioned the United States 
that the Taiwan issue is the “fi rst in-
surmountable red line of Sino-US rela-
tions,” according to the Chinese foreign 
ministry statement. China claims the 
self-ruled island as its own territory.

The US offi  cial said “there have been 
some small or limited indications” 
that Beijing is ready to re-open some 
cross-military communications used 
to de-escalate confl ict between the two 
countries after those ties were cut fol-

lowing an Aug. 2022 visit by former US 
House of Representatives Speaker Nan-
cy Pelosi to Taiwan that enraged China.

In its statement, the White House 
strongly suggested that more meetings 
are to come between the US and China, 
adding that both sides “committed to 
maintain this strategic channel of com-
munication and to pursue additional 
high-level engagement and consul-
tations in key areas ... in the coming 
months.”

Biden this month expressed disap-
pointment that Xi skipped a summit of 
Group of 20 leaders in India, but said he 
would “get to see him.” The next likely 
opportunity for Biden to hold talks with 
Xi is an Asia-Pacifi c Economic Co-
operation summit in San Francisco in 
November, where US aides for months 
have hoped to stage such a meeting.

US Commerce Secretary Gina Rai-
mondo, Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken, Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen and Biden climate envoy John 
Kerry have travelled to China this year 
to thaw relations and ensure continued 
communication between the two coun-
tries amid tensions that fl ared after the 
US military shot down a Chinese sur-
veillance balloon that travelled over the 
United States.

Biden and Xi last met in 2022 on the 
sidelines of a G20 summit on Indone-
sia’s resort island of Bali.

The United States’ highest-ranking 
military officer said yesterday that 
while Ukraine’s counteroffensive has 
not “failed,” the country’s broader 
goal of ousting Russian forces from its 
territory faces a “very high bar.”
General Mark Milley, the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, also defended 
US weapons assistance being sent to 
Kyiv, saying Washington is doing its 
best and cannot just boost Ukraine’s 
battlefield power by sprinkling “magic 
dust.”
Milley said that while the current 
counteroffensive by Ukraine was 
“slower than the planners had 
anticipated, it has been steady.”
“I know there’s some commentary out 
there that somehow this offensive 

has failed. It hasn’t failed,” Milley 
said, adding that Ukraine has “a lot 
of combat power remaining. The 
Ukrainians are not a spent force.”
However, when it comes to the 
likelihood of achieving more 
ambitious goals such as reaching the 
southern coast and recapturing the 
city of Mariupol, Milley said he didn’t 
want to “make a prediction.”
He said that the overall strategy 
of liberating all Ukrainian territory 
from occupation and managing to 
“completely kick out all the Russians” 
is “going to be a very significant 
effort.”
“It’ll take a considerable length of 
time to militarily eject all 200,000 or 
plus Russian troops out of Russian-

occupied Ukraine. That’s a very high 
bar. It’s going to take a long time to 
do it.”
Milley defended the rate at which 
the US has been providing weapons 
and other aid to Ukraine since the 
full-scale Russian invasion began in 
February 2022.
Despite criticism — including 
from inside Ukraine — that the US 
government is dragging its feet, 
Milley said some $40bn in weapons 
and $100 billion in overall aid was 
“extraordinarily generous.”
The speed of deliveries, however, is 
governed by logistics and “how fast 
they can absorb it. So, it’s not just, 
sprinkle magic dust and the stuff 
starts showing up.”

US admits ousting Russia from Ukraine territory tall order

General Mark Milley

People walk in front of the Brandenburg Gate after Last Generation climate activists threw paint 
on the columns of the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin yesterday. (Reuters)

Climate activists spray paint 
Berlin’s Brandenburg Gate
Reuters
Frankfurt

Climate activists sprayed orange 
and yellow paint on the columns 
of Berlin’s landmark Branden-

burg Gate yesterday to push demands 
for a stop to the use of fossil fuels by 
2030.

“Members of the so-called ‘Last Gen-
eration’ sprayed the columns on the east 
side of the Brandenburg Gate with or-
ange paint from fi re extinguishers dur-
ing the morning,” Berlin police said on X.

It added that police offi  cers noticed a 
hydraulic lift was being operated at the 
gate and they kept the protesters from 
scaling the landmark building. They 
arrested all 14 protesters at the site and 

launched an investigation into property 
damage. The Last Generation, a Ger-
many-based group within the Europe-
wide A22 network that includes Britain’s 
Just Stop Oil, has made headlines in 
Germany with hundreds of road blocks 
by protesters who glued themselves to 
the tarmac.

Their action has triggered a law-
enforcement crackdown by Germany’s 
federal states.

The Last Generation posted pictures 
of the spray-painting on X.

“We will not stop our protest unless 
a pivot is initiated. We have to exit oil, 
natural gas and coal by 2030 at the lat-
est,” it said.

Germany aims to reach net-zero 
emissions by 2045, but it missed annual 
targets for the last two years.

Investigators 
probe Brazil 
plane crash 
that killed 14

AFP
Manaus

Investigators travelled yester-
day to a remote town in the 
Brazilian Amazon to probe a 

plane crash that killed 14 people 
and left no survivors, as authori-
ties brought the bodies to be iden-
tifi ed.

The small turboprop plane was 
fl ying a group of Brazilian sport 
fi shermen into the northern town 
of Barcelos Saturday when it 
crashed in stormy weather, appar-
ently after starting its descent too 
late and skidding off  the end of the 
runway, said offi  cials in Amazonas 
state.

A team of fi ve air force inves-
tigators fl ew from state capital 
Manaus to Barcelos to begin ana-
lysing the crash, which killed all 12 
passengers and two crew aboard.

A second fl ight carried empty 
coffi  ns to the town so the bodies 
could be brought back to Manaus 
to be identifi ed, along with a sec-
ond set of teams to transport them 
and assist in the investigation, of-
fi cials said.

Military personnel could be 
seen at the Manaus airport using a 
forklift to load the dark wood cof-
fi ns onto the air force plane early 
yesterday, an AFP photographer 
said.

“The Amazonas state govern-
ment dispatched teams to help 
transport the victims of the acci-
dent from Barcelos, 399km from 
Manaus,” state offi  cials said in a 
statement.

“The teams comprise 10 people 
from the department of foren-
sic investigation, emergency re-
sponse and police.”

Offi  cials said the bodies were 
expected to arrive in Manaus 
around 6:00pm (2200 GMT) yes-
terday.

Covered mostly in dense rain-
forest, Amazonas is a popular 
adventure travel destination. It 
receives hundreds of thousands 
of visitors each year, according to 
Amazonastur, the state tourism 
company.

Located on the Rio Negro tribu-
tary of the Amazon, Barcelos, a 
town of 19,000 people, is a popu-
lar jumping-off  point for expedi-
tions into the jungle.

The plane, a twin-engine tur-
boprop made by Brazilian com-
pany Embraer, was operated by 
regional airline Manaus Aerotaxi.

Media reports showed the small 
white plane belly-down on a dirt 
track, its front end crumpled into 
the dense vegetation to the side.

Offi  cials said two aircraft ap-
proaching Barcelos around the 
same time had returned to Manaus 
because of the weather.

Initial news reports had said US 
nationals were believed to be on 
the plane, but Amazonas offi  cials 
said preliminary investigations 
indicated all the victims were Bra-
zilian.

The plane’s passengers were all 
men who were travelling to the 
Amazon from various parts of 
Brazil to go fi shing, offi  cials said.

Greek rescue 
team members 
killed in road 
accident

Reuters
Cairo

Four members of a Greek 
rescue team en route to the 
fl ood-ravaged city of Derna 

and three members of a Libyan 
family were killed in a road acci-
dent yesterday, the health minister 
for the Libyan eastern government 
said.

Fifteen of the Greek rescue team 
were injured, including seven in a 
critical condition, Othman Abdul-
jaleel told a televised news confer-
ence. Two of the Libyan family were 
also critical, he said.

The Greek Armed Forces said 
a bus carrying medical personnel 
collided with a vehicle moving in 
the opposite direction, but it did 
not confi rm the deaths.

“The causes and circumstances 
of the incident are being investigat-
ed in co-operation with the Libyan 
authorities, while an operation is 
underway to gather the personnel 
in Benghazi and repatriate them,” it 
said in a statement.

The Greek foreign ministry was 
not immediately available to com-
ment on Abduljaleel’s statement 
regarding the killing of four Greeks.
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Qatar Museums celebrates 10th anniversary 
of Al Zubarah as Unesco World Heritage Site
Qatar Museums (QM) cel-

ebrated in Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia, the 10th anni-

versary of the inscription of Al 
Zubarah Archaeological Site as a 
Unesco World Heritage Site. 

The event commemorated 
the history and cultural legacy 
of Al Zubarah, highlighting the 
achievements and challenges of 
the past decade, and fostering glo-
bal collaboration for its continued 
preservation.

Qatar’s ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia Bandar bin Mohamed al-
Attiyah, Qatar’s permanent rep-
resentative to Unesco Dr Nassir 
al-Hinzab, Unesco Doha Offi  ce for 
Gulf States and Yemen’s director 
and representative Salah Khaled, 
World Heritage Committee di-
rector Lazare Eloundou Assomo 
and other offi  cial delegates were 
present.

Al Zubarah stands as a testa-
ment to the region’s vibrant past, 
dating back to the late 18th centu-
ry when it fl ourished as a thriving 
port during the pearl trading era. 
Its unique urban layout and archi-
tectural features off er a glimpse 
into the maritime and trading ac-
tivities that shaped the area’s his-
tory. 

Recognising its exceptional val-
ue, Al Zubarah was inscribed on 
the Unesco World Heritage List in 
2013 for its outstanding preserva-
tion and representation of a his-
toric trading port.

Over the past decade, QM has 
led comprehensive conservation 
eff orts to safeguard Al Zubarah’s 
structures, artefacts, and envi-
ronment. Numerous restoration 
projects have been successfully 
completed, preserving the au-
thenticity and integrity of the 
landmark. 

QM’s collaboration with uni-
versities and educational institu-
tions to deliver workshops, lec-
tures, and seminars has deepened 
the understanding of Al Zubarah’s 
heritage. QM has outlined a vi-
sion for the future development 
of Al Zubarah, aiming to enhance 
visitor experiences, expand edu-
cational off erings, and further el-
evate the site’s global prominence.

QM acting CEO Mohamed Saad 
al-Rumaihi added: “Under the 
patronage and leadership of HE 
Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad 
bin Khalifa al-Thani, Chairper-
son of Qatar Museums, we strive 
to preserve cultural heritage and 
archaeological sites and preserve 
the properties of the cultural and 
historical off erings of Qatar. We 
also support the continued co-
operation of all experts in this 
fi eld to exchange experiences be-
tween all organisations. Over the 
past ten years, Qatar Museums has 
made great eff orts to develop and 
preserve Al Zubarah Archaeologi-

cal site, which will preserve the 
authenticity and integrity of the 
Historical city.”

The local communities sur-
rounding Al Zubarah have also 
played a vital role in its preserva-
tion and promotion, showcas-
ing a strong sense of ownership 
and pride in their heritage. This 
partnership has strengthened the 
site’s signifi cance not only on a 
national level but also within the 
global community.

Dr Fatema al-Sulaiti, direc-
tor of International Co-operation 
and government Aff airs at QM, 
expressed her enthusiasm for the 
event, saying: “Celebrating the 
tenth anniversary of the Al Zuba-
rah Archaeological Site during the 
45th session of the Unesco World 
Heritage Committee in Riyadh en-
hances Qatar Museums eff orts and 
other concerned institutions in 

Qatar to preserve this world herit-
age site. These eff orts express the 
eff ective role played by the State of 
Qatar on a global level, as a mem-
ber of the World Heritage Com-
mittee. 

“I look forward to this session 
to exchange experiences between 
members, and we look forward 
to the participation of Qatar as 
an eff ective member in the 1972 
Convention Concerning the Pro-
tection of the World Cultural and 
Natural Heritage.”

The event is a testament to Qa-
tar’s commitment to preserving its 
cultural heritage and promoting 
its historical signifi cance on the 
global stage. It seeks to cultivate 
a sense of pride and ownership 
among local and global communi-
ties in safeguarding this remark-
able historical site for future gen-
erations.

70% of public buses in Qatar are EVs
From Page 1

HE al-Sulaiti noted that MoT 
is focusing on the infrastruc-
ture too. “We make specifica-
tions and are testing the roads 
and then give the approval to 
Ashghal. We also have plans to 
extend the Metro Rail services 
leading  to greater connectivity 
and a lot of infrastructure de-
velopment,” he explained.

As for electrical vehicles 
(EVs), the minister said that 
currently charging is free of 
cost. “Now when you fill your 
car with petrol you might be 
giving an estimated amount 
of QR150 or more for fuel. But 
when you charge an EV vehicle 
fully, it amounts to QR12 and 
currently government of Qa-
tar is paying it. So you can see 
the difference in the amount of 
money for fuel between an EV 
and other vehicle,” added the 
minister. 

Al-Sulaiti inaugurated the 
MoT’s “Sustainable Transpor-
tation and Legacy for Genera-
tions” Conference and Exhi-
bition, at the Doha Exhibition 
and Convention Centre, held 
under the patronage of HE the 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Sheikh Moham-
ed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim 
al-Thani.

HE the Minister of Interior 
and Commander of Internal Se-
curity Force (Lekhwiya) Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Hamad bin Khalifa 
al-Thani, Qatar Central Bank 
governor HE Sheikh Bandar bin 
Mohamed bin Saoud al-Thani, 
HE the Minister of Municipality 
Dr Abdullah bin Abdulaziz bin 
Turki al-Subaie, HE the Minis-
ter of Commerce and Industry 

Sheikh Mohamed bin Hamad 
bin Qassim al-Thani, HE the 
Minister of Communications 
and Information Technology 
Mohamed bin Ali al-Mannai, 
and several other dignitaries 
were present on the occasion. 

Minister al-Sulaiti said Qa-
tar’s investments in develop-
ing the infrastructure projects 
and the transportation sec-
tor’s support services came in 
implementation of the direc-
tives of His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani, and resulted in the 
country having an integrated, 
connected, and sustainable 
transit system, positioning the 
country high on world map of 
transportation industry, and 
enabling it to host major events 
efficiently.

At the event, the minister 
also announced the launch 
of the Autonomous Vehicles 
Strategy, a plan over the com-

ing five years to regulate the 
terms and conditions of using 
autonomous vehicles in Qatar  
to provide smart, and environ-
mentally conscious transit sys-
tems. 

The minister said MoT is 
currently working on study-
ing the standards and specifi-
cations of EVs to approve the 
minimum technical specifica-
tions and safety standards , in 
addition to establishing a cen-
tre for inspecting  EVs’ specifi-
cations conformity and issuing 
approval certificates.

On maritime transportation, 
HE al-Sulaiti said the advanced 
infrastructure and technologies 
at Hamad Port contributed to 
transforming the port to a re-
gional hub expanding transpor-
tation network with over 100 
ports worldwide. The minister 
also highlighted the develop-
ment works at Al Ruwais Port 
and Doha Port.

Al-Sulaiti highlighted the 
outcomes of the major efforts 
to develop the air transporta-
tion sector through establish-
ing a modern system supported 
with modern services. He noted 
that during FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, over 26,500 air-
craft movements were recorded 
at both Hamad International 
Airport and Doha Internation-
al Airport. He noted that the 
two S-band radar system and 
long-range L-band radar have 
started operations. The minis-
ter added that the meteorology 
field also saw great progress 
with weather information sta-
tions currently reaching 48. 

Following the opening ses-
sion the dignitaries visited 
the stalls of the accompany-
ing exhibition. There were 
three panel discussions on the 
first day of the conference. 
The conference and exhibition 
concludes today.

Qatar to host 12th Islamic 
Conference of Culture 
Ministers next week

Qatar, represented by the Ministry of Culture, will host the 12th Islamic 
Conference of Culture Ministers under the theme ‘Toward renewing 
cultural action in the Islamic world’ from September 25-26.

The conference, which the Islamic World Educational, Scientifi c and Cul-
tural Organisation (ICESCO) is organising within the framework of its com-
petencies, will discuss a number of topics, including issues of cultural devel-
opment in the Islamic world, and mechanisms for developing the ICESCO’s 
Programme for Cultural Capitals in the Islamic World, in addition to some 
projects such as the programme to value living human treasures and traditional 
knowledge in the Islamic world, cultural policy guidelines and indicators for 
sustainable development in a transforming world, and strategy to combat il-
licit traffi  cking in cultural property in the Islamic world.

The conference will highlight the success story of Doha Capital of Culture in 
the Islamic World 2021, and follow up on the eff orts and cultural achievements 
of member states and organisations. An intellectual symposium to discuss the 
infl uences on Islamic civilisation and its impact on humanity will be organised, 
while the Doha declaration on renewing cultural action in the Islamic world 
will be adopted in the closing session of the conference.

Before the start of the Ministerial Conference, the Advisory Council for Cul-
tural Development in the Islamic World, whose General Secretariat is held by 
ICESCO, will hold its 18th meeting next Saturday to discuss a number of draft 
decisions and documents related to the work of the Ministerial Conference, 
most notably the adoption of the draft agenda of the 12th Islamic Conference 
of Culture Ministers, and the formation of the offi  ce of the Advisory Coun-
cil for Cultural Development in the Islamic World. Assistant Undersecretary 
for Cultural Aff airs at the Ministry of Culture Ghanem bin Mubarak Al Ali 
said that Qatar’s hosting of the 12th Islamic Conference of Culture Ministers 
culminates the eff orts of the Ministry of Culture in supporting joint cultural 
action, consolidates the traditions of cultural and civilisational exchange be-
tween the peoples of the Islamic world, and affi  rms the common civilisational 
and cultural values on which Qatar’s vision for a diverse and rich Arab-Islamic 
cultural scene is based.

He added that the ministry hopes that the conference sessions will contrib-
ute to promoting constructive intellectual and civilisational discussion to uni-
fy eff orts aimed at establishing true cultural development among the member 
states of ICESCO, which will be refl ected in the cultural scene in the Islamic 
world. For her part, Director of the Department of Culture and Arts Maryam 
al-Hammadi said the conference’s theme embodies ICESCO member states’ 
ambition to promote cultural partnerships, exchange knowledge and skills that 
aim to develop heritage and arts in Islamic countries, and strengthen bilateral 
eff orts to launch programmes and initiatives aimed at supporting young peo-
ple, creatives, and intellectuals in the Islamic world. She added that the confer-
ence will represent an interactive and rich platform for member states to come 
up with recommendations and doable action projects and to support cultural 
development programmes in member states. (QNA)
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