
Minister conveys 
Amir’s congratulations 
to Jordanian king

Qatar to host Volleyball 
Challengers Cup 
in Mideast first

Biden trips, falls at   
grad ceremony

On behalf of His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, 
HE the Minister of Interior Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Hamad bin Khalifa al-
Thani extended congratulations to 
King Abdullah II Ibn al-Hussein of 
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, 
on the wedding of his son, Crown 
Prince Al Hussein bin Abdullah II, 
at Al Husseiniya Palace yesterday. 
He also extended congratulations 
to a number of Their Highnesses 
members of the royal family, during 
the ceremony that was held in the 
capital Amman.

The International Volleyball 
Federation (FIVB) has granted Qatar 
the rights to host the Volleyball 
Challenger Cup 2023, which will 
be held in July, for the first time in 
the Middle East. FIVB announced 
its decision after examining bids 
from several countries. Chairperson 
of the Board of Directors of the 
Qatar Volleyball Association (QVA) 
Ali Ghanem al-Kuwari said in a 
statement: “Qatar’s tremendous 
credit in hosting major sports 
tournament has made QVA 
attain great importance to the 
development of volleyball at the 
international level, in light of the 
readiness of the international sports 
facilities on which the tournament 
will be held.” Sport Page 1

US President Joe Biden tripped 
and fell after handing out the last 
diploma at a graduation ceremony 
at the US Air Force Academy 
yesterday, but got up quickly 
and walked back to his seat. The 
80-year-old president fell forward, 
caught himself with his hands, then 
got up on one knee helped by three 
people. He walked back to his seat 
unassisted. After Biden was helped 
up, he pointed behind him, seeming 
to indicate what he tripped over. 
He mingled with other officials 
afterward, smiling and giving a 
“thumbs up” sign. Page 9
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Al-Buenain elected as 
president of the Qatar 
Football Association

SPORT   |  Page 1

GULF     TIMES

 published in

QATAR

since 1978

www.gulf-times.com		  gulftimes		  GulfTimes_QATAR		  gulftimes		  GulftimesVideos	

FRIDAY  Vol.  XXXXIV No. 12663

June 2, 2023
Dhul-Qa’da 13, 1444 AH
 
www. gulf-times.com   2 Riyals 

Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser attended the royal wedding ceremony of Crown Prince 
Al Hussein bin Abdullah II of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to Princess Rajwa al-Hussein. 
The nuptials took place yesterday in the Jordanian capital Amman. Her Highness extended her 
sincere congratulations to King Abdullah II and Queen Rania al-Abdullah on the marriage of 
their son and wished them a prosperous marriage and lasting happiness. (QNA) Page 7

Sheikha Moza attends Jordan wedding

QatarEnergy signs  
15-year Bangladesh 
LNG supply deal

By Pratap John
Business Editor 

QatarEnergy’s LNG trading arm, QatarEn-
ergy Trading, has entered into a long-term 
LNG Sale and Purchase Agreement (SPA) 

with Bangladesh Oil, Gas and Mineral Corpora-
tion (Petrobangla) to supply up to 1.8mn tonnes 
per year (MTPY) of LNG to Bangladesh for 15 years, 
starting in 2026.

The SPA signing at QatarEnergy’s headquarters 
in Doha was witnessed by HE the Minister of State 
for Energy Affairs, Saad bin Sherida al-Kaabi, also 
the President and CEO of QatarEnergy, and Nasrul 
Hamid, Bangladesh’s State Minister for Power, En-
ergy, and Mineral Resources yesterday. 

The gas would come from the ongoing North 
Field expansion, which seeks to enhance the coun-
try’s liquefied natural gas (LNG) production ca-
pacity from 77mn tonnes per year to 126Mtpy by 
2026 or 2027.

North Field expansion comprises the North 
Field East (NFE) and the North Field South (NFS) 
expansion projects and is the industry’s largest 
ever LNG project.

The project is unique in that it is characterised 
by the highest health, safety, and environmental 
standards, including carbon capture and seques-
tration, to reduce the project’s overall carbon foot-
print to the lowest levels possible.

North Field expansion is a “strategic” step in ce-
menting Qatar’s position as the leading LNG pro-
ducer and it will play a major role in meeting the 
increasing global demand for LNG. It is also in line 
with Qatar’s long-term vision to develop the coun-
try’s natural resources.

In his remarks during the signing ceremony, al-
Kaabi said, “Today, we are proud to be the largest 
LNG supplier to Bangladesh and Petrobangla by a 
large margin, delivering more than 3.5mn tonnes 
per year from Qatar to Bangladesh. These supply 
arrangements reinforce our unwavering dedication 
to safeguarding the energy security of valued cus-
tomers like Bangladesh and delivering the reliable 
energy they require for socio-economic develop-
ment and prosperity.”

Concluding his remarks, al-Kaabi thanked the 
working teams from both sides for their dedicated 
work to reach this agreement, adding: “I would 
also like to express our gratitude to His Highness 
the Amir, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani for 

his wise leadership and continued guidance to and 
support of the energy sector.”

Al-Kaabi told Gulf Times that “a majority of 
supplies from NFE and NFS would go to Asia and 
with the rest likely to go to European customers. 
We are in advanced discussions with some cus-
tomers. We will be more than sold out as far as NFE 
and NFS are concerned.”

Hamid said Bangladesh attached top priority to 
liquefied natural gas and LNG imports from Qatar 
to meet his country’s growing energy needs. 

“LNG will have a significant component in our 
energy mix as we seeks to boost supplies to our in-
dustries, textile sector in particular, Hamid said in 
reply to a question by Gulf Times at a media event 
at QatarEnergy’s headquarters yesterday. 

Qatar currently delivers more than 3.5mn tonnes 
per year of LNG to Bangladesh. With this new SPA, 
QatarEnergy reaffirms its position as the LNG sup-
plier of choice for its partners in the South Asia 
LNG markets. 

Qatar will add 65mn tonnes per year of LNG to 
meet the growing needs of the world from its North 
Field expansion and its project in the United States, 
al-Kaabi said at the recently concluded Qatar Eco-
nomic Forum in Doha.

lQatarEnergy will supply up to 1.8MTPY 
LNG to Petrobangla starting 2026

The SPA signing at QatarEnergy’s headquarters in 
Doha was witnessed by HE the Minister of State 
for Energy Affairs, Saad bin Sherida al-Kaabi, 
also the President and CEO of QatarEnergy, and 
Nasrul Hamid, Bangladesh’s State Minister for 
Power, Energy, and Mineral Resources yesterday. 
PICTURE: Shaji Kayamkulam

Qatar’s IMO launches website

Qatar’s International 
Media Office (IMO) 
has officially launched 

its website (https://imo.gov.
qa/), which allows visitors to 
learn more about the mission 
and vision of the office and 
the priorities of the country 
at the international level.

The website launch was 
announced by a tweet yester-
day on Qatar’s IMO handle @
IMO_Qatar. Sheikh Thamer 
bin Hamad al-Thani was ap-
pointed director of the IMO in 
March 2023. 

The website includes a sec-
tion, Q Life, a platform that 
showcases the people and 
ideas powering Qatar’s devel-
opment.

From uncovering the pio-

neering spirit of the Qatari 
people to learning more about 
Qatar’s advances in sports, 
the arts, business and culture, 
Q Life’s aim is to educate a 

global audience about Qatar.
The IMO based in Qatar has 

offices across the globe with a 
media attache each to cement 
relations with media and oth-
er stakeholders to communi-
cate the priorities of Qatar.

The IMO was established 
under Amiri Decree No. 12 of 
2023 to communicate Qatar’s 
achievements, priorities and 
initiatives across a variety of 
areas. The IMO is responsible 
for promoting relations with 
all regional and international 
media outlets and provides 
media support to Qatari gov-
ernment entities.

The IMO is also responsi-
ble for issuing press releases 
regarding the country’s for-
eign affairs and responding to 
inquiries from international 
media. It aims to present an 
accurate image of Qatar by 
clarifying facts in a timely 
manner.

The IMO is a key contact 
point for all regional and in-
ternational media, NGOs 
and think tanks, while also 
providing logistical support 
to international media by is-
suing licenses and work per-
mits.

Project Qatar 2023 attracts over 18,000 visitors
The 19th edition of Project Qatar 

2023 concluded yesterday after 
attracting over 18,000 visitors 

across four days at the Doha Exhibi-
tion and Convention Centre.

The 19th edition of the event was 
held with the support of the Minis-
try of Commerce and Industry and 
in partnership with the Public Works 
Authority (Ashghal). 

Project Qatar showcased numer-
ous innovative products, services and 
technologies from both domestic and 
foreign exhibitors. The event provid-
ed a unique opportunity for industry 
professionals to network, interact, 
and explore business opportunities 
with over 325 companies. 

In addition to drawing a size-
able number of visitors, Project Qatar 
2023 received overwhelmingly posi-
tive feedback from both exhibitors 
and visitors. Participants praised the 
event’s professionalism, organisa-

tion, and high level of engagement. 
The exhibition acted as a catalyst for 
insightful conversations, encouraging 
significant alliances, and fostering in-
dustrial expansion.

On the sidelines of the exhibi-
tion, the 9th edition of the Q Green 
Conference was also held yesterday, 
providing an exceptional forum for 
networking and knowledge exchange 
within the sector. Participants from 
a wide range of industries gathered to 
discuss and share best and innovative 
practices for sustainable develop-
ment.

There were keynote addresses on 
‘Qatar’s Efforts in Sustainability and 
Climate Mitigation’ and ‘Environ-
mental Achievements of FIFA World 
Cup 2022’. The sessions yesterday 
were on ‘Green Investment in Waste 
Management: A Driver of Economic 
Development’, ‘Recycling all World 
Cup Waste into Energy’, ‘Green 

Homes: Guide to Greener and Health-
ier Homes’, ‘Retrofitting through the 
EPC (Energy Performance Contact) 
Model’, ‘Achieving Net Zero Build-
ings with Radiant Cooling and Active 
Desiccant Systems’, and ‘Sustainable 
Integrated Facility Management Ap-
proach’. Additionally, a workshop on 
‘Enabling the Future of Sustainable 
Built Environment’, focused on global 
trends in energy efficiency and green 
building.

As the Strategic Partner of the 
exhibition, Ashghal supported and 
sponsored Project Qatar, while Qatar 
Tourism sponsored the visiting com-
mercial delegations. The event was 
also sponsored by Qatar Chamber as 
the Business Community Partner, 
Qatari Diar as the Real Estate Devel-
opment partner, Qatar Development 
Bank as an Official Partner, Free Zones 
Authority as the Free Zones Partner, 
Suhail Industrial Holding Group as 

an Industrial Partner, Al Sraiya Hold-
ing Group as the Platinum Sponsor, 
and Midea as the Diamond Sponsor. 
Other prominent participants in-
cluded Qatar Navigation (MILAHA), 
Qterminals, HBK, and Silver Spon-

sors Abdullah Abdulghani & Bros.Co, 
Modern Home, an agent of Hisense, 
sponsored the event’s ventilation and 
cooling. The next edition of Project 
Qatar will be held from May 27 to 30, 
2024. Page 12

Sheikh Thamer bin Hamad  
al-Thani, director, Qatar’s IMO.

Project Qatar 2023 concluded yesterday after attracting over 18,000 visitors 
across four days. PICTURE: Thajudheen

The United States yesterday imposed 
sanctions on companies it accused of 
fuelling the conflict in Sudan, stepping 
up pressure on the army and a rival 
paramilitary force to bring an end to the 
fighting as ceasefire talks are at risk of 
collapse.
The US Treasury Department said in a 
statement it targeted two companies 
affiliated with Sudan’s army and two 
companies affiliated with the rival 
paramilitary Rapid Support Forces 
(RSF), accusing them of generating 
revenue from the conflict and 
contributing to the fighting.
“Through sanctions, we are cutting off 
key financial flows to both the Rapid 
Support Forces and the Sudanese 
Armed Forces, depriving them of 
resources needed to pay soldiers, 
rearm, resupply, and wage war in 
Sudan,” Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen 
said in the statement.
“The United States stands on the 
side of civilians against those who 
perpetuate violence towards the 
people of Sudan.” (Reuters)

US imposes sanctions  
on Sudan companies
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