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Sheikh Hamad re-elected as
AGCFF chief for 4Amoreyears

The Vice-President of AGCFF Salem bin Saeed al -Wahaibi was also re-elected by acclamation for the same term
Ordinary General Assembly - Arab Gulf Cup Football Federation

By Rizwan Rehmat
Doha

atar’s Sheikh Hamad bin

Khalifa bin Ahmed al-Thani

was yesterday re-elected as

the president of the Arabian
Gulf Cup Football Federation (AGCFF)
for another four-year term following
the regional body’s Ordinary General
Assembly meeting.

The new presidency term will last
until 2027, it was announced yesterday
at the Ritz-Carlton Doha. The Vice-
President of AGCFF Salem bin Saeed
al-Wahaibi was also re-elected by ac-
clamation for the same term.

“I want to thank the AGCFF for this
honour and for exhibiting confidence
in my leadership. We have come a long
way since the formation of AGCFF in
2016,” Sheikh Hamad said during a
press conference yesterday.

“But we want to move forward with
greater resolve. The next phase will
witness great development, especially
after the amended constitution of the
Arab Gulf Cup Football Federation.
Based on these amendments, different
leagues will be established under the
umbrella of AGCFF as there are many
ideas which are of great importance,”
he added.

Sheikh Hamad, who is also the presi-
dent of Qatar Football Association,
added yesterday: “We have formed a
committee under the chairmanship of
AGCFF Secretary-General Jassim al-
Rumaihi, to work on the development
of the Gulf Cup rules and regulations.”

The Ordinary General Assembly
also decided to giving hosting rights of
the Gulf Cup 26 to Kuwait, a 10-time
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Arabian Gulf Cup Football Federation (AGCFF) President Sheikh Hamad bin Khallfa bin Ahmed al Than| and Secretary General Ja55|m al- Rumah| are seen with representatlves of the regional body yesterday.

champion. Kuwait will host the region’s
premier national team tournament for
the fifth time. Kuwait hosted the Gulf
Cup in 1974, 1990, 2003 and 2017. The
president pointed out that the AGCFF
needs to organize more tournaments
at the junior level. He said new playing
schedule and special tournaments will
be drawn up to organize these tourna-
ments. He said the AGCFF is putting
together plans to make way for more
tournaments across the region and is
giving high priority in engaging football

fans across the region

The AGCFF members yesterday dis-
cussed the topics on the agenda, in-
cluding the adoption of the minutes of
the meeting of the previous meeting,
which was held in Basra on the sidelines
of the Gulf Cup 25 earlier this year.

Al-Rumaihi, Secretary-General of
AGCFF, said yesterday: “Today’s gen-
eral meeting touched upon many topics
that are important for the development
of the Gulf Cup, including the redraft-
ing of regulations and the prepara-

tion of a clear schedule, which will
help all federations to participate in all
age group tournaments in the coming
years.”

He added: “Football is the No 1 sport
in the world and our region as well. The
AGCFF will do everything in its power
to schedule more tournaments, get
more fans involved and create a healthy
environment for sports lovers.”

The secretary-general pointed out
that the General Assembly asked the
members to identify the alternative

country for the host country for the
Gulf Cup in 2026.

Al-Rumaihi said: “The Gulf Cup is
one of the oldest tournaments in the
region and the fans always wait for the
start of every edition. We hope that this
fan adulation will continue whenever
the tournament is held”

The AGCFF meeting was attended
by Sheikh Ali bin Khalifah al-Khalifah,
President of the Bahraini Football Fed-
eration; Ahmed al-Shaheen, President
of the Kuwaiti Football Federation;

Abdullah al-Junaibi, First Deputy and
Acting President of the UAE Football
Federation; Ali Jabbar, Vice-Presi-
dent of the Iraqi Football Federation;
Mohsen bin Hamad al-Masrouri,
Vice-President of the Omani Football
Federation; Khalid bin Abdulaziz bin
Mejren, representative of the Saudi
Football Federation; Ahmed Abdel Aziz
al-Buainain, a member of the Qatari
Football Association; and Dr Hamid
al-Shaibani, Secretary-General of the
Yemeni Football Federation.
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Early bird ticket offers for Qatar F1 Grand Pr;x launched

By Sports Reporter
Doha

arly bird ticket sales for the For-

mula One Qatar Airways Qatar

Grand Prix - the first of three

sales phases - was launched
yesterday by the Lusail International
Circuit yesterday. The eagerly antici-
pated racing spectacle will be held from
October 6-8 at the redesigned Lusail
International Circuit.

The announcement was made during
a press conference held in co-operation
with Qatar Airways, the Official Air-
line and Global Partner of F1 - and title
sponsor of the MotoGP Grand Prix of
Qatar, and the Public Works Authority
Ashghal. The F1 racing extravaganza
will ensure an action-packed weekend
for fans. Race attendance will be opti-
mised through three-day Grandstand
tickets and one-day General Admission
tickets, with special early bird offers up
for grabs for a limited time only.

“F1 Family Friday” is a chance for the
whole family to experience the incred-
ible racing action together. Complimen-
tary Friday-only General Admission
tickets, exclusively for children under
12 years of age when accompanied by a
ticketed adult, include entrance and free
grandstand seating. Tickets are limited
and must be booked online in advance.
Extending over three adrenaline-fuelled
days, the Qatar GP will witness incred-
ible racing and will be complemented by
unrivalled entertainment and hospital-
ity experiences for fans.

The current remodelling of the Lusail

International Circuit is set to increase
the capacity of the grandstands and
car parking lots. The surrounding and
internal roads will be developed to pro-
vide easy access to the circuit by linking
it to the main roads in the area while ex-
tensive improvements will also be made
to the infrastructure of the circuit and
associated facilities.

Abdulrahman al-Mannai, President
of the Qatar Motor & Motorcycle Fed-
eration (QMMF), said: “I am very glad
and proud that Lusail International
Circuit will host the Formula 1 Qatar
Airways Qatar Grand Prix. It is another
international achievement to be added
to the list of impressive sports achieve-
ments by Qatar. I would like to extend
my sincerest thanks and appreciation
to the Ministry of Sports and Youth for
the efforts it exerted to make the circuit
upgrade project a success in the best
possible way. Once completed, the cir-
cuit will be an extraordinary destina-
tion capable of hosting major tourna-
ments and sporting events.

Al-Mannai added: “We would also
like to thank Qatar Airways and Qa-
tar Tourism on their relentless efforts
to promote tourism inside Qatar and
abroad. We will unveil many exciting
entertainment programs for race en-
thusiasts soon. I would also like to ex-
tend my sincerest gratitude and appre-
ciation to the Public Works Authority
Ashghal for its tremendous efforts to
make the project of upgrading the cir-
cuit, which is going according to sched-
ule, a great success.”

Speaking after the press conference
yesterday, Amro al-Hamad, Executive
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From Left: Senior Vice-President of Discover Qatar Steven Reynolds, Executive Director of the Qatar Motor & Motorcycle
Federation and CEO of Lusail International Circuit Amro al-Hamad and Head of the Northern Areas Projects Section at the
Roads Projects Department in Ashghal engineer Hamad al-Bader at a press conference yesterday.

Director of QMMF and CEO of Lusail
International Circuit, said: “We are de-
lighted to bring Formula 1 back to Qatar,
and we can’t wait to offer fans an unfor-
gettable racing experience. The Lusail
International Circuit will be more than
ready to welcome enthusiasts from all
over the world. We are committed to
delivering a truly exceptional Grand
Prix weekend, in collaboration with our
partners Qatar Airways and Ashghal.
The countdown has now officially be-
gun.”

He added: “Our partnership with

Qatar Airways brings great benefits to
the Qatar Grand Prix, as it enhances the
value of this prized race through global
outreach and promotional campaigns.
We are proud to collaborate with the
airline to connect fans from more than
150 global destinations to come to Qa-
tar and attend the Qatar GP”

Qatar Airways Group Chief Execu-
tive, HE Akbar al-Baker, said: “The Lu-
sail Circuit Sports Club is a key element
of the Formula 1 Qatar Airways Qatar
Grand Prix 2023 where the world’s best
F1 teams and drivers will compete for

years to come. As the Global Partner
and Official Airline of F1, we are offer-
ing exclusive travel packages with Qa-
tar Airways Holidays for the upcoming
races, and experiences, which deliver a
motorsport spectacle like no other.”

Elaborating on the event prepara-
tions, a spokesperson for Ashghal con-
firmed that the circuit upgrade project
is on track and is expected to be com-
pleted by October as planned.

Engineer Hamad al-Bader, Head of
the Northern Areas Projects Section at
the Roads Projects Department in Ash-

ghal, said: “The project aims to increase
the capacity of the Lusail Circuit, de-
velop its associated facilities and up-
grade its infrastructure according to
the highest international standards.
Ashghal is currently implementing the
project within three packages, which
include developing the racetrack, con-
structing and renovating the grand-
stands to accommodate 40,000 spec-
tators, and increasing the number of
parking spaces to accommodate 10,000
cars. A number of main buildings will
also be developed and constructed, and
the intersections and roads surround-
ing the circuit will be developed and
linked to the main roads”

The variety of ticket options avail-
able to fans is designed to deliver an
outstanding race experience at every
ticket level. These include three-day
Grandstand tickets around the circuit,
with prices starting at QR1,000, as well
as single-day and three-day General
Admission tickets, with prices ranging
from QR200 up to QR600.

To take advantage of the early bird
offers, including the Complimentary
(FOC) Friday-only General Admission
tickets, and secure the best seats, fans
need to visit the official website to book
their tickets, at https://tickets.lesc.qa/

In collaboration with F1 Experiences,
exceptional hospitality packages will
be offered across five tiered categories.
More information on the program is
available at: https://hospitality.lcsc.
qa/. The event also promises an unpar-
alleled lineup of entertainment activi-
ties that will be announced during the
next months.
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Australia backin

Reuters
Melbourne

ustralia are optimistic
that David Warner
will have a big Ashes
and have backed him to
deliver at the top of the order.

Selectors had equivocated
on whether the lefthander was
locked in for the Ashes series
against England after a difficult
tour of India but head coach An-
drew McDonald offered a firm
endorsement yesterday.

“We're optimistic with what
Dave’s got left, we’ve picked him
in the squad and we feel he’ll play
a really big part in the Ashes and
the World Test Championship,”
McDonald told Australian radio
station SEN.

Warner was included in Aus-
tralia’s squad for the WTC final
against India and the first two
Ashes Tests but selectors kept
their options open at the top of
the batting by also calling up
Marcus Harris and Matt Ren-
shaw.

“He’s an important part of
that squad, and if he wasn’t, we
would’ve had a clear checkpoint
after the WTC going into the
Ashes,” added McDonald.

“That’s not the case, we’ve
picked our squad for the first two
Ashes tests as well, so he’s clearly
in our plans and ready to go.”

Apart from a defiant 200
against South Africa in Decem-
ber, Warner has struggled for
runs in recent Tests, making a
total of 26 in three innings in the
recent tour of India before re-
turning home injured.

He had a dire series in England
during the last Ashes tour, aver-
aging 9.50, the worst ever by an
opener to play 10 innings in a se-
ries, with paceman Stuart Broad
taking his wicket seven times.

Broad and Warner have faced
off against each in 26 Tests dating
back to 2013, with the English-
man dismissing the Australian
14 times - more than any other
bowler on the planet.

Warner had a better time of it
in 2015, scoring 418 runs at an av-
erage of 46.44.
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Warner finished the Indian
Premier League for Delhi Capi-
tals with 516 runs at an average of
36.86, down on his career average
of 41.54.

“He’s in a good head space,’
said McDonald. “I spoke to him
as recently as yesterday, and he’s
ready to go. He’s really excited to
get back into the camp.”

The Ashes series starts on June
16 at Edgbaston. Australia hold
the urn after winning the 2021-22
series 4-0 at home.

Meanwhile Broad is gearing up
to “go to battle” with long-time
adversary Warner.

“I'm obviously looking for-
ward to going to battle with Dav-
ey again. We've had incredible
battles,” said Broad.

“I'm really looking forward to
stepping on the field against him.
I must admit, at the end of Ho-
bart last time, we shared a good
chat and didn’t know if we would
play against each other again.
Hopefully we can.

“He had the better of me for
quite along period, got a hundred
at Brisbane and at the WACA (in

Warner to have a big Ashes

2013) and, ultimately, the biggest
praise I can give Davey is the fact
I had to completely study him
and change my style of bowling
because of the success he had
against me.

“He’s been a great competitor,
someone I've really enjoyed play-
ing against. He’s fiery, ferocious-
ly competitive, and those sorts of
characters bring out the best in
me as well”

Broad readily admits the thrill
of tussling with the best players
the world has to offer is a habit he
cannot kick, even after 161 caps
and nearly 14 years at the highest
level.

“What do they call it, the twi-
light? But I've still got a great
hunger,” he said.

“Ultimately I play sport and
cricket for the competitive side.
I love that competitive drive that
bowling at a batter gives you. You
beat the outside edge and there’s
no win in that, but then you nip
one back and it goes through the
gate.

“Those sort of feelings are so
addictive to me,” he added.

Mumbai eliminate Lucknow
to keep IPL final hopes alive

Pacer Akash Madhwal takes 5 wickets for a stunning win after gritty knocks from Cameron Green, Suryakumar Yadav

Reuters
New Delhi

kash Madhwal took five

wickets for as many

runs to lead Mumbai

Indians to a crushing
8l-run win in the second IPL
playoff game and knock Lucknow
Super Giants out of the tourna-
ment yesterday.

Cameron Green (41) and
Suryakumar Yadav (33) put on 66
to help guide five-time champi-
ons Mumbai to 182-8 after they
elected to bat first in the knock-
out contest in Chennai.

Madhwal then returned figures
of 5-51in 3.3 overs to dismiss Luc-
know for 101 as Mumbai booked a
meeting with holders Gujarat Ti-
tans in the next play-off encoun-
ter tomorrow.

The winners of that clash will
meet Chennai Super Kings in the
final in Ahmedabad on Sunday.

Lucknow’s innings imploded
as they collapsed from 69-2 to be
bowled out in 16.3 overs, losing
three key wickets to run outs.

Green, who hit his maiden T20
century in Mumbai’s previous
win, looked in control during his
23-ball knock until his departure.

Naveen-ul-Haq, who took
four wickets for Lucknow, sent
back Suryakumar and Green,
bowled by a slower off-cutter
from the Afghanistan pace bowl-
er, in the space of three deliveries
to push Mumbai onto the back
foot.

Tilak Varma hit back with a
quickfire 26 and a 43-run stand
with Tim David, who was out
caught for 13 after unsuccessfully
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Mumbai Indians’ Akash Madhwal (centfej cél 'brates withﬂféﬁammates after thé dismiss::\I of Lucknow

Super Giants’ Nicholas Pooran (not pictured) during the IPL eliminator match at the M A Chidambaram
Stadium in Chennai yesterday. (AFP)

reviewing a full toss for being
over waist-height.

Naveen finished with 4-38 and
Yash Thakur took three wickets
but despite their efforts Mum-
bai’s impact sub Nehal Wadhera
boosted the total with his 12-ball
23. Lucknow lost their openers
early including impact player
Kyle Mayers for 18 before Aus-
tralia’s Marcus Stoinis attempted

to pull the chase together in his
27-ball 40. But Madhwal struck
with successive balls, including
getting the dangerous Nicholas
Pooran caught behind for a gold-
en duck. Stoinis, who crossed
400 runs this season to be his
team’s standout performer, was
run out after a mid-pitch col-
lision with non-striker Deep-
ak Hooda with both batsmen

watching the ball. The innings
fell further apart with two more
run outs sending back Krishnap-
pa Gowtham and Hooda.

BRIEF SCORES

Mumbai Indians 182 for 8
(Green 41, Naveen 4-38, Thakur
3-34) beat Lucknow Super
Giants 101 (Stoinis 40, Madhwal
5-5) by 81 runs

CHENNAICAPTAIN DHONILOOKS TOEND
WITHA BANGINIPLFINAL

Chennai: M S Dhoni is looking to bow out in

style by winning the Indian Premier League with
Chennai Super Kings for the fifth time - unless the
41-year-old cricket superstar stuns everyone and
keeps going.

On Tuesday, skipper Dhoni’s tactical nous - at
times controversial - again sealed the deal as CSK
overcame the fancied Gujarat Titans by 15 runs to
book a slot in Sunday’s final at the world’s biggest
stadium in Ahmedabad. With his finishing skills on
the wane, a dodgy knee and his place in the bat-
ting order increasingly hard to
justify, Dhoni has suggested on
several occasions his retirement
is imminent. He again kept fans
guessing, saying on Tuesday he
would take until the auctions
for the 2024 IPL in December

to make his final decision. “I will
always be there for CSK whether
in playing form or sitting
somewhere,” he said. “l don’t
really know. But frankly, it takes
a heavy toll.”

Cool customer

Victory on Sunday against either
Mumbai or Gujarat - depending
on the remaining playoff - would be a fitting final
achievement for a player who is second only to
Sachin Tendulkar when it comes to fan adulation
in cricket-crazy India. Hard-hitting and always un-
ruffled, India’s most successful skipper has many
nicknames including “Captain Cool” and “Thala”,
which means “leader” in Tamil.

First and foremost, he is a run powerhouse and
finisher par excellence, but it is Dhoni’s style and
humble beginnings that set him apart, and which
were enough for a Bollywood biopic.

Dhoni spent his early years in a cramped one-
bedroom government flat in Ranchi provided by

his pump operator father’s employer.

The young Dhoni was passionate about sport and
honed his skills playing tennis-ball cricket and bor-
rowing bats and other kit from friends.

On his father’s insistence, he took a job at Indian
Railways but the hectic routine of juggling be-
tween collecting tickets and playing cricket finally
saw him break free. In 2004, he made his India
debut and in 2007, took over from Rahul Dravid
as India’s one-day captain, the same year leading
the national side to the inaugural Twenty20 World
Cup in South Africa.

In 2008, he became Test captain
and won two home series against
Australia, and in 2011 famously
sealed winning the 50-over World
Cup in India with a sumptuous,
imperious six.

Along the way - with constant
hairstyle changes, from shaggy
to spiky to shaved - numerous en-
dorsements saw Dhoni become
one of world sport’s best-paid
athletes, earning an estimated
$31mn in 2015. But he stunned the
cricket world by quitting the five-
day format in 2014 after finishing
with 27 wins from 60 Tests as
skipper. He stepped down from the limited-overs
captaincy in 2017 on the pretext of preparing Virat
Kohli as leader, but continued to play a big part

in the team’s decision-making process. His last
appearance for India was in their semi-final loss to
New Zealand in the 2019 ODI World Cup.

He then briefly served with an army reserve unit,
where he is an honorary lieutenant colonel, before
announcing his international retirement.

But he hasn’t quit the IPL, at least not yet.

He captained CSK from the IPLs first edition in
2008 and took the franchise to nine finals and
four victories, most recently in 2021.
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Team DSM’s Italian rider Alberto Dainese (second left) sprints to the finish line to
win the 17th stage ahead of Bahrain - Victorious’s Italian rider Jonathan Milan (right)
and Team Jayco AlUla’s Australian rider Michael Matthews (second right) during the
Giro d’ltalia 2023 cycling race, after covering a distance of 197km between Pergine
Valsugana and Caorle, near Venice, yesterday. (AFP)

DAINESE TIMES HIS FINAL FLOURISH PERFECTLY TO
WIN GIROSTAGE 17 AFTER MASS SPRINT

Caorle, Italy: Alberto Dainese timed his sprint to
perfection in a breathless finish to win yesterday’s
stage 17 at the Giro d’ltalia, a 195-kilometre ride
from Pergine Valsugana to Caorle, while Geraint
Thomas retained the leader’s maglia rosa jersey.
The Team DSM rider held off Jonathan Milan (Bah-
rain Victorious) in a mass sprint to prevail by a few
centimetres, with Michael Matthews (Jayco-AlUla)
taking third place.

“In the last metres, | was really digging so deep. |
was really on the limit and | saw Johnny coming.

| couldn’t throw my bike because | was really on
the limit but it’s nice to get a few centimetres in
front and get the win,” Dainese said. “In the last five
days, | was quite sick with stomach issues. Today
was the first day | was feeling okay, like 80%, and
to win after such a struggle in the last five days is
insane.”

Briton Mark Cavendish, who announced on Mon-
day that he will end his 17-year career as a profes-
sional cyclist at the conclusion of the season, also
appeared to be in contention for the stage win, but
faded in the final kilometre.

A four-man breakaway comprising of Thomas
Champion (Cofidis), Charlie Quarterman (Corratec-

Selle Italia), Diego Sevilla (Eolo-Kometa) and Senne
Leysen (Alpecin-Deceuninck) built an advantage of
over two minutes.

Leysen attacked with 22km to go and putina
valiant performance as he battled a challenging
headwind, but he never stood a chance as Movis-
tar and Groupama-FDJ took control of the surging
peloton, which swallowed up the Belgian rider with
5km left. Ineos Grenadiers rider Thomas continues
to lead the overall standings, 18 seconds ahead of
Joao Almeida (UAE Team Emirates) with Primoz
Roglic Jumbo-Visma) in third place.

“It was a crazy bunch finish. Luckily it didn’t rain
that much today,” said Thomas, who turns 37
today. “We are all safe and ready for the next three
stages. Wearing the Maglia Rosa on my birthday
will be definitely nice, | hope | can keep it until
Rome.” Today’s stage 18 takes place on a moun-
tainous 161-km route from Oderzo to Val Di Zoldo,
with two category one ascents.

‘1AM NOT A ROBOT’: EVENEPOEL SAYS AFTER
GIRO CRITICISM HURT

Belgian cycling star Remco Evenepoel took a

swing at his critics yesterday as he announced he

was back in training nine days after abandoning
the Giro d’ltalia with Covid even though he was in
the lead. “Ups & downs are part of our job and | can
accept that,” the 23-year-old, who held a narrow
lead when he dropped out, posted on Faceboo.
“What is hard to accept is all the fake and negative
comments | got after having to leave the race,” he
said.

“I just want to ask everyone to remember | am not
a robot, but also a normal human being, husband,
son, teammate etc. with normal feelings,” he wrote
adding that he would use it as motivation. “After
today’s check-ups and medical screenings, | got
the green light to start training again.”

Evenepoel, the Giro favourite, left the race on May
14 after testing positive. The rider, who won the
world championship and the Spanish Vuelta last
season, said leaving the race was tough.
“Definitely one of the hardest setbacks in my still
very short career,” he wrote. “A very brutal end of
what could have been a beautiful story. 6 months
of full preparation for only this race. Sacrifices,
long days in the rain, long periods away from
home. Everything was going according to plan but
that is how sport goes.”
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Le Mans - 100 years of man, machine and midnight oil

AFP
Paris

he Le Mans 24 Hours

celebrates its centenary

tomorrow - the mythic

race’s history marked
by triumph and tragedy, and a
hefty sprinkling of Hollywood
stardust.

Since 33 cars set off in the rain
for the very first edition on May
26,1923, Le Mans has gone on to
earn an exalted place in motor-
sport’s calendar alongside For-
mula One’s Monaco Grand Prix
and the Indy 500.

Only one driver - the late Gra-
ham Hill - has succeeded in tak-
ing the chequered flag in all three
of motor racing’s ‘triple crown’

While Toyota have proved un-
stoppable during the recent Hy-
brid era, the early Le Mans years
were dominated by Bentley.

The British marque’s five wins
between 1924 and 1930 came
from a team of mechanics and
millionaire Woolf Barnato - the
legendary ‘Bentley boys’

A Bugatti took seventh in 1930

with Odette Siko and Marguerite
Mareuse sharing the driving -
the best placing for an all-female
crew to this day.

World War Two forced Le
Mans into hibernation but on its
return, in 1949, a newish Ital-
ian constructor by the name of
Ferrari, took the first of its nine
wins. Withdrawing from the
main category in 1973 the now
iconic ‘prancing horse’ stable is
making its return for the 100th
anniversary party when the cars
line up again for this year’s event
on June 10.

The 1950s delivered up a fierce
rivalry between Jaguar, Mer-
cedes, Ferrari and Aston Martin.

It was also during this decade
that disaster struck Le Mans.

In 1955 the Mercedes, with
France’s Pierre Levegh at the
wheel, crashed in front of the
stands on the main straight.

Levegh’s car was ripped to
shreds, its engine exploding,
killing him and 80 spectators.

Ferrari stacked up six wins in
the first half of the Swinging Six-
ties. US car tycoon Henry Ford II,
irked by Enzo Ferrari’s attitude

in a failed bid to buy the Italian
constructor, set out to build a
machine capable of putting the
brakes on Ferrari’s Le Mans run.

His sense of injustice proved
a powerful motivator, and Ford
duly constructed a car to win the
1966 edition.

One driver who remembers
that race vividly is four-time
winner Henri Pescarolo.

Called up at the last minute by
Matra he recalled a stint during
the night with “headlamps that
didn’t shine much light, bends
that weren't lit up, at the wheel
of a car not easy to drive and sur-
rounded by much faster Ferraris
and Fords in full battle.

“I was completely terrified!
There were cars from every angle
going at scary speeds,” he said.

“Even when I was involved
in serious enough accidents
later on, I can’t say I was ever as

scared as I was then.! That fa-
mous duel of man’s ego and ma-
chine was immortalised in the
2019 film Ford v Ferrari starring
Matt Damon and Christian Bale.

The 24 Hour classic has ig-
nited the imagination of numer-
ous Hollywood A-listers over the
years. Paul Newman famously
finished second in 1979 aged 54,
Patrick Dempsey raced it four
times, Steve McQueen used the
1970 edition to shoot scenes of
his film Le Mans, and in 2016
Brad Pitt gave the celebrated
command ‘Gentlemen, start
your engines’

The year before Newman’s
starring role at the Sarthe cir-
cuit, Belgian driver Jacky Ickx
had helped Ford to a fourth
straight win, ending a famous Le
Mans tradition in the process.

Until then, the start involved
drivers running to their cars, a
practice Ickx considered dan-
gerous.

His protest, in walking to his
car and consequently setting off
last, triggered the race organ-
isers, the Automobile Club de
I’Ouest, to do away with it.

Ickx went on to win the ‘69
race, by a miniscule 100 metre
margin - the first of his six wins.

The following year Porsche’s
name went on the Le Mans roll
of honour for the first of their
record 19 wins.

Another German -construc-
tor, Audi, was to help Denmark’s
Tom Kristensen to the drivers’
record of nine wins.

Next month’s centenary, the
91st edition, promises to be a
special affair, with a sold-out
300,000 crowd burning the
midnight oil to watch the new
Le Mans hypercar and a top tier
grid comprising Toyota, Peu-
geot, Ferrari, Porsche, Cadillac,
Glickenhaus, and Vanwall.

French racing driver Henri
Pescarolo rests in the Jean
Rondeau team pit during the
46th edition of the 24 Hours

of Le Mans on the circuit de la
Sarthe in Le Mans, France, on
June 9,1979. The 24 Hours of Le
Mans will celebrate its
centenary tomorrow. (AFP)
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Alonso senses an
opportunity on the
streets of Monaco

‘We hope that it gives the drivers a more stable and predictable platform’

Reuters
Monaco

onaco kicks off For-

mula One’s flood-

delayed  European

season on Sunday
with Fernando Alonso sensing
a chance to end dominant Red
Bull’s run of success at the most
glamorous and historic of street
circuits.

A home race for Ferrari’s
Charles Leclerc, Monaco would
have been part two of a triple-
header with Italy and Spain but
the Emilia Romagna Grand Prix
scheduled for Imola last week-
end was called off due to devas-
tating floods.

Red Bull’'s Max Verstappen
and Sergio Perez have won all
five races so far this season by
some distance, and the last two
in Monaco.

They will be favourites again
but, despite a history of proces-
sional races in the principal-
ity, the metal-fenced streets of
Monte Carlo can bite back - par-
ticularly in the wet.

Italian Jarno Trulli took the
sole win of his career there in
2004 and Frenchman Olivier
Panis in a wet 1996 race, with
only three cars still running at
the finish.

Aston Martin’s Alonso, win-
ner in Monaco with Renault and
McLaren in 2006 and 2007, will
be ready for any opportunity
that comes his way after secur-
ing four third places so far in
2023.

cognizan
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“We seem to have a car that
is maybe not the fastest on the
straights. We need to improve
that, but we are very good on
the corners,” he told Sky Sports
television when asked where he
might win.

“I would say that the slow-
est speeds of the championship,
let’s say Monaco, Budapest, Sin-
gapore; these kind of circuits, I
think we put our main hopes at
the moment”

Leclerc has secured pole for

the last two years but has yet to
stand on the Monaco podium as
a Formula One driver.

Mercedes are bringing an up-
graded car and Monaco is one
of seven-times world champion
Lewis Hamilton’s favourite cir-

cuits with three previous wins
there.

“We are introducing the first
step in a new development di-
rection,” said team boss Toto
Wolff. “It won’t be a silver bullet;
from my experience, they do not
exist in our sport.

“We hope that it gives the
drivers a more stable and pre-
dictable platform. Then we can
build on that in the weeks and
months ahead”

Double world champion Ver-
stappen, the 2021 Monaco win-
ner, needs no extra encourage-
ment to assert himself and will
want to turn the tables on Perez
after losing to him last May.

The Mexican crashed in quali-
fying but still ended up third on
the grid and ahead of Verstappen
at a circuit where overtaking is
extremely difficult.

Verstappen appeared to nurse
a grudge for months and refused
to give a place back to Perez in
Brazil in November, alluding to
“something that happened in
the past”

Dutch media reported it as
payback for Monaco, with Pe-
rez having to deny deliberately
crashing to prevent Verstappen
lapping faster.

The Mexican, now 14 points
behind Verstappen, will be look-
ing for arepeat win to get back in
the battle.

“This is the race every driver
wants to win growing up and I
was lucky enough to achieve that
last season. That has only made
me more hungry to stand on the
top step once again,” he said.

Holders Switzerland
face tough BJK
Cup Finals draw

ment and we are confident of
advancing.”

Seville will host the show-
piece women’s team event,
which features 12 nations and
will take place from Nov 7-12.
Teams will compete in four
round-robin groups of three,
with the four group winners
progressing to the semi-finals.

Seven-times winners Aus-
tralia will battle it out with Ka-
zakhstan and Slovenia, while
hosts Spain, Canada and Po-
land make up the third group
for the event.

Fourth seeds France, who
have won the tournament
three times, have been drawn
with four-times winners Italy
and Germany.

Reuters
London

efending champions
Switzerland have
been drawn along-
side former winners
Czech Republic and the United
States for the 2023 Billie Jean
King Cup Finals, the Interna-
tional Tennis Federation (ITF)
announced yesterday.

The United States and the
Czech Republic are the two
most successful nations in the
tournament’s history, having
won it a combined 29 times.

“This is the most diffi-
cult group of all with the two
strongest nations in women’s
tennis at the moment,” Swiss
team captain Heinz Gunthardt
said.

“The Czech Republic and
the U.S. not only have excel-
lent singles players, but also

Group A: Switzerland, Czech
Republic, United States
Group B: Australia, Kaza-
khstan, Slovenia

Group C: Spain, Canada,

the best doubles players in the ~ Poland
world. But the Billie Jean King  Group D: France, ltaly,
Cup is not a normal tourna- Germany.

Tsitsipas splits with Philippoussis
daysbefore French Open

Mark Philippoussis is no longer helping to coach world number
five Stefanos Tsitsipas, the Australian former tennis star said,
calling it the end of “a great ride”.

Philippoussis joined Tsitsipas’s father Apostolos in the coaches
box in the second half of last season and helped guide the
Greek player to the
Australian Open final.
Tsitsipas, who was beaten
in the final in January by
Novak Djokovic, previously
hailed the impact of “wise
man” Philippoussis. But the
46-year-old Philippoussis,
a former Wimbledon and
US Open finalist of Greek
heritage, wrote on Insta-
gram that the partnership
is over, days before the
French Open. He did not say why.

“Thanks for the opportunity of being a part of your team,”
Philippoussis said on Tuesday.

“It was a great ride and experience, and I'm proud of what we
achieved together in the short amount of time we had.

“I wish you health, happiness and success for your future, on
and off the court!”

Tsitsipas’s father remains his main coach.
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Scheffler and Burns headline Colonial field

AFP
Los Angeles

cottie Scheffler’s share of sec-

ond at the PGA Championship

on Sunday was enough to re-

turn him to the top of the world
rankings and now he’ll aim to keep the
intensity up at Colonial Country Club
in Fort Worth, Texas. Scheffler, a Texas
native who remembers attending the US
PGA Tour event at Colonial as a young
fan, admitted there’s a fatigue factor in
the week after a major championship.
Even so, he said yesterday his goal is to
bring the same level of focus demanded
by amajor to every tournament he plays.
“I think the majors definitely kind of
sharpen your focus just because the golf
course is so challenging and you have

to be on for all 18 holes,” said Schef-
fler, the 2022 Masters champion. “Any
time you lose focus out there, you tend
to get punished for it pretty good. So
that’s kind of where the wear down fac-
tor comes from, just from being at such
a high level of focus. “That’s the type of
energy I'm trying to bring to more of the
regular tour events, just that intensity
for all four days, not just when you’re in
contention or not just when I’m playing
really well. Just bringing that intensity
to every shot, whether it’s the first tee
shot tomorrow morning or a shot in the
playoff, like it was last year”

Scheffler started the final round at
Colonial with a two-shot lead last year,
but on a wind-whipped day his good
friend Sam Burns erased a seven-stroke
deficit and rolled in a 38-foot birdie
putt from off the green to beat the world

number one in a playoff. Scheffler said
he takes no extra motivation from that
near miss, preferring to treat this week
as a clean slate. “I'm typically pretty
hungry to win whatever event it is,’
said Scheffler, who has won the Phoenix
Open and Players Championship this
season. “I show up expecting to come
here and play well and do my best.”
Burns, one of a trio of Texas stars on
tap this week along with Scheffler and
Jordan Spieth, arrives for his title de-
fence off a missed cut last week at Oak
Hill. Burns put a positive spin on that
disappointment, saying the enforced
rest days had him more than ready for a
tournament he also attended as a child.
“I'm obviously very excited to be
back here,” said Burns, who won the
biggest title of his career at the WGC
Match Play in March. “A lot of really

good memories from last year, and even
memories as a kid. This was always an
event that I grew up coming to as a kid,
so it’s really special”

While Scheffler and Burns have every
reason to think they can put together a
solid week, Spieth is still nursing the left
wrist injury that forced him out of the
Byron Nelson tournament earlier this
month. The three-time major cham-
pion was encouraged by his perform-
ance at the PGA Championship, where
he improved each round on the way to a
share of 29th. But he said he’d be pay-
ing close attention to how the injury re-
sponds to continued play. “At this point,
I don’t feel like I'm rushing things,” Spi-
eth said. “I think I’m on par with fol-
lowing the docs I've talked to, and it’s
kind of a week-to-week thing because
it’s something that can get worse.”

[/ !
Scottie Scheffler hits a tee shot on the sixth hole prior to the Charles Schwab
Challenge at Colonial Country Club in Fort Worth, Texas. (AFP)
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QGA, Commercial Bank extend Qatar Masters sponsorship agreement

COMMERCIAL BANK ™

QATAR MASTERS 2023-2024-2025
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Qatar Golf Association (QGA) President Hassan Nasser al-Naimi and Commercial Bank EGM, Chief Marketing Officer and Head of CB Premium
Banking, Hussain al-Abdulla pose with other officials after signing the sponsorship agreement for the Qatar Masters.

PREMIER LEAGUE

Rashford could return

By Sports Reporter
Doha

ommercial Bank has entered a partner-
ship agreement with Qatar Golf Associ-
ation to continue to be the title sponsor
for the Qatar Masters until 2025.

The highly-anticipated event is organised by
The Qatar Golf Association (QGA), the Qatar
Olympic Committee (QOC), Doha Golf Club and
the long-term title sponsor, Commercial Bank.

First held in 1998, the Commercial Bank Qatar
Masters helped establish Qatar as a world-class
sporting venue and is considered to be the coun-
try’s annual ‘must-attend’ sporting and social
event. Sanctioned and supported by the DP
World Tour, the tournament attracts annually
around 20,000 spectators and is broadcasted to
a global TV audience of over 450mn households
and widely known for bringing together the
world’s best golf talent.

Hassan Nasser al-Naimi, President of Qatar
Golf Association, commented: “We at the Qatar
Golf Association are truly grateful for the contri-
bution of Commercial Bank over the past twenty
five years, which have helped us turn the Com-

mercial Bank Qatar Masters into a major world
class golf tournament and it’s utterly gratifying
to announce the continued commitment and
support of Commercial Bank for another three
years to come”

Commercial Bank EGM, Chief Marketing Of-
ficer and Head of CB Premium Banking, Hussain
al-Abdulla said: “Today, we're not just renewing
a partnership; we're reaffirming our belief in the
power of sport to connect, inspire, and drive us
forward. This partnership between Commercial
Bank and the Qatar Golf Association transcends
the boundaries of a golf tournament. It’s a tes-
tament to our commitment to the community,
our support for world-class sporting talent, and
our role in showcasing Qatar as a hub of interna-
tional events”.

The 2023 Commercial Bank Qatar Masters
will take place from October 26 to 29. The tour-
nament is expected to attract top professionals
as it’s the last qualifying tournament on the DP
World Tour for the players who are ranked 110th
and higher, primarily, to retain their Tour card
and to be able to qualify for the final two tourna-
ments of 2023, the Nedbank Golf Challenge (64
entries) and the DP World Tour Championship
(50 entries).
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Veteran Albato leave
Barca after 11 years

Reuters
Manchester

orward Marcus Rashford could

return from a two-game absence

when Manchester United host

Chelsea, manager Erik ten Hag
said yesterday as the Premier League club
look to secure their place in the Champi-
ons League next season.

The 25-year-old England interna-
tional, who is United’s top goalscorer
this season with 29 goals in all competi-
tions, missed their last two wins against
Wolverhampton Wanderers and Bourne-
mouth, first with a leg injury and then an
illness. “It looks like (he will be available),”
Ten Hag said ahead of today’s home game
against 12th-placed Chelsea. “Yesterday
he returned to training. He looks quite fit
but we have to see today what is the out-
come of the training, how did he recover,
and then we will make our choices.”

The Dutchman, who ended United’s
six-year trophy drought when they won
the League Cup in February, said his team
are on the right path but acknowledged
that they are a work in progress. After
missing Champions League football last
season, United are on track to secure a
top-four spot in this campaign - they
need a point from their final two matches
against Chelsea and 10th-placed Fulham.

United are fourth in the standings with
69 points, three more than fifth-placed
Liverpool, who have played a game more.
“We are in a project and we want to go
back and win trophies,” Ten Hag said.

“We win one trophy, but we want to
win more trophies. We want to compete
with the best, but we are still on a journey.
But we think we are in the right direction.
But we can always be better because good
is not good enough. We want to compete
with the best and then you have to be in
the Champions League. So (it is) simple”

United have the chance to win one
more trophy this season when they face

rivals Manchester City in the FA Cup final
on June 3.

LAMPARD CONFIDENT OF CHELSEA
REVIVAL AFTER DISMAL SEASON
Frank Lampard is confident that Chelsea
will come back stronger next season af-
ter a dismal campaign, the interim man-
ager said ahead of their last two Premier
League games. Chelsea are 12th in the

standings with 43 points.

Chelsea, who won the Champions
League in 2021, will end this season
without silverware despite their new US
owners’ huge spending on new players.
“There is a lot to go over to get to the bot-
tom of it. The club has to explore every
factor and make sure it does not happen
again,” Lampard told reporters. “It could
be a long process - from my experience,
when you switch something off, it isn’t
easy to switch on again?”

Lampard is optimistic, however, that
Chelsea have the right structures in
place. “When you look at the good mod-
els around that have consistency in those
areas and decision-making and how the
club moves forward, they’re generally
more successful clubs,” Lampard said.
“Where we are at the minute, that will
be the work process to try and see where
are we aligned, where do we want to get to
and what does it look like”

Lampard, who will step down from his
role as temporary manager at the end of
the campaign, urged his players to show
fighting spirit against United. “They
(players) have to show there is something
resting on this game in terms of their per-
sonal and collective approach,” Lampard
said. “We have to go with a very good
mentality against a good team who are
fighting for something we have had for
many years — and now we don’t have it.”

Lampard said that forward Joao Felix
would be back after missing the defeat at
Manchester City but French defender Be-
noit Badiashile’s will be out for “months
rather than weeks”.

Qatar qualified for the semi-finals of the snooker competition at the Arab Billiards and Snooker
Championship, which is being held at the Saudi capital Riyadh. Twelve countries are participating in
the event, which will conclude on May 29. Qatar players dominated the Group A, winning against Saudi
Arabia A and B, and Kuwait to enter the semis. Today they will face Jordan in the semi-finals.

Qatar enter Arab snooker championship semis

against Chelsea, says
Man United coach

Forwad is United's top goalscorer this season with 29 goals in all competitions
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Marcus Rashford missed Manchester United’s last two wins against Wolverhampton
Wanderers and Bournemouth.

AFP
Barcelona

ordi Alba will leave Bar-

celona at the end of the

season after 11 years at the

club, the Catalan side said
yesterday. “Barcelona and Alba
have reached an agreement to
release the player from the con-
tract that he had until the end of
the 2023-24 season,” said Barce-
lonain a statement.

Alba joined Barcelona from
Valencia in 2012 and won six La
Liga titles and one Champions
League among 19 trophies with
the Catalan giants. The 34-year-
old veteran Spanish left-back
lost his place in the team to teen-
ager Alejandro Balde this season.
Alba had one more year left on
his contract, which expires in
2024, and Spanish reports say he
will waive a significant percent-
age of the money due to help the
club amid financial struggles.

The Spaniard follows in the
footsteps of captain Sergio Bus-
quets, who is also leaving the
club this summer. The pair will
play their final home match at
Camp Nou against Real Mallorca
on Sunday. Alba has played over
450 times for Barcelona, scoring
27 goals and providing 91 assists
as a vital outlet on the left flank.

The defender’s recent goal
against Osasuna earned Barce-
lona a 1-0 win and took them to
the brink of the title. He also won
the 2012 European Champion-
ship with Spain, scoring in the
4-0 win over Italy in the final.

One of his finest seasons came
in 2015 under Luis Enrique,
when he helped Barcelona win
the treble. The left-back has
been linked with a move to Saudi
Arabia like Busquets and Lionel
Messi, the former Barcelona

playmaker who is leaving Paris
Saint-Germain in the summer.
Alba joined Barcelona’s academy
as a teenager before leaving for
Cornella and then Valencia, re-
turning to Camp Nou for 14mn
euros.

VALLADOLID BEAT
CHAMPIONS BARCA TO
BOOST SURVIVAL HOPES
Real Valladolid earned an im-
portant 3-1 victory over cham-
pions Barcelona to boost their La
Liga survival hopes on Tuesday
night. The hosts were good value
for their victory and climbed to
17th, moving provisionally three
points clear of the relegation

zone.

Barcelona defender Andreas
Christensen sent Valladolid on
their way by heading into his own
net in the second minute.

Canadian striker Cyle Larin
added the second from the
penalty spot after Eric Gar-
cia tripped Gonzalo Plata in
the area, with the Ecuadorian
winger scoring the third on the
break. La Liga’s top goalscorer
Robert Lewandowski pulled one
back for the Catalans in the final
stages. Young playmaker Pablo
Torre started for the first time in
LaLiga for Barcelona and putina
bright performance but his team
were sluggish as a whole and fell
to a second consecutive defeat.

Real Sociedad put one foot into
next season’s Champions League
with a 1-0 win over 10-man
Almeria. Takefusa Kubo’s first-
half strike gave Imanol Alguacil’s
side, fourth, an eight-point lead
on fifth-place Villarreal. Defeat
leaves Almeria provisionally
15th, four points above the rel-
egation zone. Celta Vigo, 14th,
were held to a 1-1 home draw by
Girona and are five points above
the relegation zone.

Madrid players, fans show support for Vinicius

AFP
Madrid

inicius Junior’s Real Madrid team-
mates showed him support after
he was racially abused, by wearing
his number 20 shirt before their La
Liga match against Rayo Vallecano yester-
day. The 22-year-old Brazilian winger was
present at the Santiago Bernabeu although
not part of the squad for the game because
of a knee problem, and his colleagues ap-
plauded him as he watched from the side of
the pitch.

Vinicius faced off with a supporter at Va-
lencia’s Mestalla stadium on Sunday after
being abused during the match, and was
later sent off for hitting Hugo Duro. How-
ever the Spanish football federation’s Com-
petition Committee revoked his red card late
Tuesday because some images from the VAR
video were not shown to the referee who
sent him off.

Valencia had the south stand of Mestalla
shut for five matches as punishment for the

racist abuse, which they said they will appeal
against. A banner in one stand read “We are
all Vinicius, enough already!” while players
held up another message reading “Racists,
out of football”, as part of a joint campaign
from the federation and La Liga.

After 20 minutes supporters around the
stadium chanted “Vini, Vini” and applaud-
ed, with Vinicius standing up and applaud-
ing them back, returning their support with
a thumbs up. The Brazilian winger watched
the game from Madrid’s presidential box,
alongside chief Florentino Perez. Vinicius
may return to action for Madrid on Saturday
when Los Blancos visit Europa League final-
ists Sevilla.

GERMAN FOOTBALL CLUBS BLOCK
LEAGUE’S INVESTMENT PLAN
German football clubs yesterday blocked
proposals by the league to sell off part of
their TV rights to investors, which stirred
anger among fan groups. The plan put for-
ward by the German Football League (DFL)
would have seen clubs in the top two divi-
sions sacrifice part of their broadcast rev-

enues in exchange for an immediate cash
injection of two billion euros ($2.2bn).

But representatives from the 36 Bundes-
liga and second division teams failed to give
the two-thirds majority needed to give the
project the go-ahead. In all, 20 clubs sup-
ported the investment plan at a meeting in
Frankfurt, while 11 voted against and five
abstained.

The investment plan, seen by DFL bosses
as essential for German football to remain
internationally competitive, has faced vo-
cal opposition from fans. Supporters groups
fear that the proposed commercial partner-
ship will dilute Germany’s fan-ownership
model, with banners protesting the DFL’s
investment plan unfurled at fixtures across
the country.

Individual clubs similarly made their re-
jection of the league’s investment idea clear
ahead of the vote, including first-division
Cologne and second-tier St Pauli. As part of
the deal, the league hoped to put 750 million
euros towards marketing and the creation of
anew streaming platform, while 300 million
would have gone straight to clubs.
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