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Spectre: Rolls-Royce’s first fully-electric car debuts in Doha
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Doha has 
unveiled Spectre, the marque’s 
first fully-electric motor car, at an 
exclusive event recently in the 
company’s showroom at The Pearl 
Island.
“We’ve commemorated the official 
debut of Spectre, the first-ever ultra-
luxury electric super coupé, at the 
newly-inaugurated Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars Doha showroom, signifying 
the beginning of a new era in the 
history of our great marque. This 
consolidates Rolls-Royce’s position 
as a true house of luxury,” said César 
Habib, Regional Director Middle East 
& Africa, Rolls-Royce Motor Cars.
Nasr Jairoudi, General Manager, 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Doha, said: 
“Words cannot express how excited 
we are to be a part of this milestone, 
the unveiling of a new expression of 
luxury here in Doha. Elevating the 
electric motor car experience, we are 
extremely excited for our clients to 
step into this unique and inimitable 
motoring masterpiece and embark 
on an electric ‘Magic Carpet Ride’.”
Taking centre stage in the epicentre 
of luxury, Spectre is the start of a 
bold new chapter for the House of 
Luxury. The introduction of Spectre 
marks the beginning of a new era for 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars in the region, 
as the marque prepares to build only 
electric cars by the end of 2030. 
Elevating the electric motor car 
experience to new heights, Spectre 
has been conceived within the 
philosophy which infuses the 
marque, embodying the famous 
words of co-founder Sir Henry Royce: 
“Strive for perfection in everything 
you do.”
In 1900, Rolls-Royce co-founder, 
Charles Rolls, prophesied an electric 
future for the motor car and more 
than 120 years later, the prophecy of 
its founding father has been fulfilled. 
“The electric car is perfectly noiseless 
and clean. There is no smell or 
vibration. They should become very 
useful when fixed charging stations 
can be arranged,” he said.
Spearheaded by Rolls-Royce CEO 
Torsten Müller-Ötvös’ promise to 
bring a fully-electric Rolls-Royce to 
market within the current decade, 
Charles Rolls’ prophecy and 
Torsten Müller-Ötvös’ promise led 
to a historic moment: the birth of 
Spectre – the most powerful Rolls-
Royce ever.
Spectre is the next generation of 
Rolls-Royce, setting a new precedent 
in the creation of an entirely original 
class of motor car, the ultra-luxury 
electric super coupé.  
A spiritual successor to the Phantom 
Coupé, Spectre is an emblem of 
artisanship in perfect harmony 
with electric technology, its 
visionary design reinvents timeless 
iconography.
Taking design inspiration from many 
sources including contemporary 
luxury yacht concepts, as the 
streamlined Spirit of Ecstasy leads 
Spectre forward with command 
and poise, this electric masterpiece 

acknowledges its forebear, the 
Phantom Coupé, with its generous 
proportions and split headlight 
treatment – a contemporary Rolls-
Royce design tenet. 
Spectre’s uncompromising character 
is articulated through lines of 
sculptural purity. Its straightened 
form is exciting in every sense, the 
fender line evokes dynamism, while 
the waft line sharply tapers at the 
front creating the illusion of motion 
even when the car is still.
Stepping into Spectre also evokes 
feelings of wonder. Engulfed in 
supple and inviting leather, the 
interior draws inspiration from the 
timeless mystique of the night sky. 
With an intricate show of shooting 
stars, the Starlight Headliner is 
spellbinding whilst the Illuminated 
Fascia mesmerises with over 5,500 

stars, a feature which took over two 
years to develop. 
Additionally, for the first time on 
a series production Rolls-Royce, 
Starlight Doors incorporating 4,796 
softly illuminated ‘stars’ are available. 
Each ‘star’ is positioned by hand, 
creating a subtle sense of motion 
within Spectre’s cabin. 
Alongside the stunning illuminated 
surfaces, Spectre is equipped with 
a completely redesigned digital 
architecture of luxury named ‘Spirit’, 
presented in quintessential Rolls-
Royce style. The digital extension 
of the “Architecture of Luxury,” 
‘Spirit’ sets a new precedent for how 
technology and luxury are married 
with automotive excellence, not only 
managing the motor car’s functions, 
but also seamlessly integrating into 
the marque’s ‘Whispers’ application, 

allowing clients to interact with 
their car remotely, and receive live 
information curated by the marque’s 
luxury intelligence specialists.
The proportional demands of 
Spectre’s scale required Rolls-Royce 
to embolden its wheel strategy. 
Spectre is the first production 
two-door coupé to be equipped 
with 23-inch wheels in almost one 
hundred years.
Built on Rolls-Royce’s Architecture of 
Luxury, which was conceived from 
the very start with electric drive in 
mind, Spectre is the most powerful 
and most aerodynamic Rolls-Royce 
ever created, with every line of its 
body sculpted for ultimate grace and 
performance. 
The Architecture of Luxury has 
been perfectly tailored to integrate 
Rolls-Royce’s electric powertrain 

into Spectre, enabling ideal battery 
placement within the floor plan. The 
mechanical setup has been honed 
over countless hours of specialised 
testing and ensures a truly optimal 
ride quality. Coupled with the 
planar suspension, Spectre delivers 
Rolls-Royce’s hallmark ‘Magic 
Carpet Ride’ – an unparalleled 
driving experience that leaves you 
spellbound. 
Intuitive, perceptive, and sharp, 
Spectre is the most connected 
Rolls-Royce the marque has ever 
conceived. With 141,200 ender-
receiver functions, 7km of cabling, 
and over 25,000 sub-functions, 
Spectre is able to process complex 
data and exchange information with 
unparalleled ease. 

In harnessing this new processing 
power, the marque’s engineers have 
created unparalleled levels of detail, 
refinement, and effortlessness, whilst 
ensuring the continuity of the Rolls-
Royce experience, thus ensuring 
Spectre is without any doubt a 
Rolls-Royce first and an electric 
car second. Spectre offers over ten 
driver assistance systems – each 
a manifestation of this advanced 
intelligence – that accommodate the 
driver for a smooth and safe journey.
Positioning Rolls-Royce’s entrance 
into the electric world as a stamp of 
leadership, Spectre converges the 
worlds of electrification and Rolls-
Royce, heralding the beginning of 
an all-electric era for Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars.

Forum ends with key 
recommendations 
for the protection  
of whale sharks
The Qatar Whale Shark 

Conservation Forum 2023 
wrapped up yesterday with 

the participating delegations 
touring the congregation sites of 
whale shark at Al-Shaheen field 
in the regional waters through 
which they watched one of the 
world’s largest congregations of 
the species.

Organised by the Ministry 
of Environment and Climate 
Change (MoECC) in partner-
ship with the UN Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organi-
sation (Unesco) at the Aquatics 
& Fisheries Research Centre in 
Ras Matbakh, the forum offered 
the delegations a chance to have 
a glimpse of the regulations and 
rules laid out by the MoECC to 
conserve and protect the whale 
shark, including the cutting-
edge technology utilised by the 
MoECC’s researchers during the 
studies conducted on the con-
gregation of this marine species.

Meanwhile, head of the or-
ganising committee, Director 
of the Wildlife Development 
Department Mohamed Ahmed 
al-Khanji emphasised that the 
attendance of a host of research-
ers from different world coun-

tries has enriched the forum’s 
sessions, pointing out that such 
an event has largely succeeded 
in achieving all objectives set 
out by the MoECC prior to its 
launch, in terms of extending 
bridges of communication with 
all relevant parties interested in 
the species including regional 
countries that exist within the 
course of shark migration.

He added that attendees shared 
ideas, information and facts re-
lated to whale shark regardless 
of the forum’s recommendations 
which constitute a roadmap for 

all parties to conserve this en-
dangered species.

Commenting on the recom-
mendations, al-Khanji outlined 
that the forum stressed the im-
portance of all parties’ action to 
sign international conventions 
that conserve the whale shark, 
such as the Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity, the Convention 
on International Trade in En-
dangered Species of Wild Fauna 
and Flora, the Convention on the 
wildlife, et al, noting the impor-
tance of launching campaigns to 
assist sharks that are stranded in 

their course of migration.
He stressed the importance of 

conducting a rigorous tracking 
programme to better compre-
hend the distribution of whale 
sharks and human activity’s im-
pact on them, as well as setting 
guidelines for the responsible 
tourism to reduce disturbance 
to whale sharks and designate 
their breeding areas as natural 
reserves.

In addition, al-Khanji under-
scored the importance of co-
opting a regional research team to 
further monitor and study whale 
shark in the Gulf region and Red 
Sea, as well as utilising state-
of-the-art technologies such as 
shark ultrasound in pursuit of 
evaluating its health in families, 
conducting a holistic survey for 
the Gulf region to identify its 

habitat and ensure encouraging 
sustainable eco-tourism.

Al-Khanji recalled the impor-
tance of the concerned entities’ 
co-ordination to hold aware-
ness workshops for fishermen 
and formulate a set of effective 
rules and legislation to manage 
the migrating species such as 
whale shark, in addition to re-
porting death cases and capital-
ising on the bodies of dead ani-
mals to be used in scientific and 
awareness purposes in research 
centres and museums, impos-
ing fines in case of attacking or 
hunting whale shark.

He emphasised the necessity of 
proposing a regional convention 
for GCC states to conserve whale 
shark and its habitats, forming 
rescue team at the MoECC to un-
dertake the mission of rescuing 

sharks upon their entry to ports, 
as well as incorporating whale 
shark into the Convention on the 
Preservation of Wildlife and its 
Natural Habitats in GCC states.

In the meantime, the organis-
ing committee organised a tour 
for delegations of participating 
countries in collaboration with 
the Ministry of Municipality 
inside the Aquatics & Fisheries 
Research Centre to introduce 
work mechanisms of the cen-
tre which largely help conserve 
marine species and ensure their 
breeding, such as aquaculture 
in local fish and shrimp through 
pursuing the best scientific and 
technological means.

Within the three main sessions 
during which 17 research papers 
from local, regional, and inter-
national experts were presented, 

the forum discussed several top-
ics relevant to the conservation of 
whale shark, including the influ-
ential factors that impact its life.

The forum focused on a pleth-
ora of objectives such as discuss-
ing the methods of conserving 
whale sharks and developing 
them to identify the most im-
portant challenges facing these 
endangered fishes generally, and 
determine the best methods to 
overcome these challenges, in 
addition to gathering stakehold-
ers under one umbrella to discuss 
various topics related to whale 
shark and raising awareness of 
the criticality of protecting these 
fishes, as well as boosting co-op-
eration and partnerships among 
attendees and discussing ways 
to develop regional strategies to 
conserve whale sharks. (QNA)

HIGHLIGHTS
n Ministry of Environment wraps up Whale Shark 
Conservation Forum 2023 with marine tours

n Recommendations highlight need to conduct rigorous 
tracking programme to better comprehend distribution of 
whale sharks and human activity’s impact on them

n Need for regional convention for GCC states to conserve 
whale shark and its habitats, forming rescue team at MoECC to 
undertake mission of rescuing sharks upon their entry to ports

n Call for guidelines for responsible tourism to reduce 
disturbance to whale sharks, and for designating their breeding 
areas as natural reserve

Spectre making its debut at Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Doha.

Spectre’s uncompromising character is articulated through lines of 
sculptural purity.

Engulfed in supple and inviting leather, the interior draws inspiration from the 
timeless mystique of the night sky.

Alfardan Group president and CEO Omar Hussain Alfardan and Fahad Alfardan view the interior of Spectre.

Spectre has been conceived within the philosophy which infuses the marque, 
embodying the famous words of co-founder Sir Henry Royce: “Strive for 
perfection in everything you do.”
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