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The Ned Doha: An exclusive  
blend of luxury and community
By Peter Alagos 
Business Reporter

The Ned Doha has rede-
fined the country’s hos-
pitality scene not only 

with the preservation of bru-
talist architecture from Qatar’s 
rich, historic past but by be-
coming a symbol of opulence 
and sophistication.

Gulf Times had the oppor-
tunity to sit down with key 
players from the hotel: Gen-
eral Manager Niels Kristensen, 
Head of Membership Gabriela 
Manrique, and Executive Chef 
Mussa Fatti.

In this interview, Kristensen 
provided valuable insights 
about The Ned brand and its 
history, while Manrique shared 
the unique features of the Mem-
bership Club. Fatti, on the other 
hand, presented the exceptional 
culinary offerings available in 
the hotel’s different restaurants.

Gulf Times: Can you tell 
us more about The Ned brand 
and how it was founded?

Kristensen: Soho House 
founder Nick Jones was asked 
whether he would be interested 
in recreating the old Midland 
Bank in London into a Soho 
House, which is a typical mem-
bership club with members 
mostly from the creative indus-
try.

So, Nick liked the building a 
lot. It was a unique 240,000sq ft 
building, which he described as 
his “blockbuster movie.” 

He then created a new brand 
within Soho House; it was called 
“The Ned” as the building’s ar-
chitect was Sir Edwin “Ned” 
Lutyens.

Can you talk more about 
The Ned Doha and how 
its presence in Qatar is so 
unique?

The branding and the colour 
of The Ned came from the ver-
dite marble that was on the 92 
pillars inside the old London 
building. So, that’s why you’ll 

see a lot of green around this 
building, as well. 

Tell us more about the loca-
tion of The Ned Doha? How 
has the former Ministry of In-
terior building’s architecture 
influenced the design of the 
hotel? 

In terms of expansion, the 
company wanted to ensure that 
all The Ned buildings have the 
same DNA. 

The Ned Doha’s building 
used to be the former Ministry 
of Interior, with Qatar Muse-
ums Chairperson HE Sheikha Al 
Mayassa bint Hamad bin Kha-
lifa al-Thani keen to repurpose 
the building; it fitted the pillars 
that you would normally have in 
a Ned, and this is how The Ned 

Doha came about. You will find 
a lot of similarities between this 
building and the one in London.

What can members expect 
from The Ned Doha’s mem-
bership club?

Manrique: Ned’s Club is a 
membership club that offers a 
wonderful community, which 
is a key component of The Ned 
properties. The club is a com-

munity where members can 
network, both professionally 
and socially, as well as relax and 
enjoy the space as their home-
away-from-home.

Our members include entre-
preneurs, creative people, and 
like-minded professionals that 
you would love to meet, work, 
and develop valuable relation-
ships with.

How does The Ned Club dif-
ferentiate itself from other 
private members’ clubs in the 
country?

I think the big difference is 
that aside from getting access 
to a community, we put in a lot 
of effort in giving our members 
access to a vibrant events calen-
dar, which is well-curated and 
exclusively tailor-made for our 
members. Members can partici-
pate in our masterclasses, Ned-
Talks, as well as fitness classes 
and offsite events. This allows 
our members to meet like-
minded individuals on various 
occasions and in different set-

tings, all catered to their inter-
ests and needs.

What are the benefits of be-
ing a member of The Ned Club 
in Doha and abroad?

Being part of this commu-
nity also gives you access to the 
Global Ned community, which 
means you can access the ex-
clusive members facilities at 
The Ned in London and The Ned 
Nomad in New York, such as 
the lounge, pool, spa, and gym, 
among others.

Can you give an overview 
of the benefits that members 
receive?

We are continually add-
ing perks and benefits to our 
members and recently included 
complimentary spa treatments, 
personal training sessions and 
dedicated parking for our mem-
bers at The Ned Doha. 

In all The Ned hotels globally, 
members get a 20% discount 
on the best available rooms, as 
well as a 20% discount on pub-
lic restaurants and special rates 

for special events, including 
brunch. What is most impor-
tant is the events calendar, 
which has a variety of events – 
from food and beverage to mu-
sic, fashion, fitness classes, and 
offsite entertainment.

We also have a global mo-
bile where members can book 
rooms, spa treatments, and 
members’ events. The app also 
has a tool that allows compa-
nies to offer a 20% discount on 
their services. In Doha, we are 
working on creating partner-
ships with local businesses.

Can you give an overview 
of the monthly events and 
activities that members can 
participate in at The Ned 
Club?

Overall, we have more than 
70 events this month at Ned’s 
Club, including fitness classes, 
around four to five classes per 
week, and for those looking 
to unleash their inner artist, 
painting and mirror paint-
ing workshops are available to 
explore. We are also planning 
to host a cigar station, as well 
as to organise many different 
panel discussions on various 
topics, such as the economy or 
cybersecurity, among others, 
which our members can enjoy 
the most.

How does The Ned Doha 
ensure that members receive 
personalised attention and 
service?

We ensure that members get 
the best attention and person-
alised service from The Ned. 
To ensure that our services are 
tailored to our members’ indi-
vidual needs, we request that 
they provide us with various 
details about themselves, their 
profession, and their hobbies. 

We make sure that all members 
feel welcome and that they are 
part of a community. When 
new member joins the Mem-
bership Club, they will be given 
a tour of the hotel and its fa-
cilities. Additionally, they will 
receive a welcome box, which 
includes a platinum member-
ship card, Ned Notes, which 
outlines the rules and regula-
tions of the club, and a special 
gift from The Ned.

Tell us more about the cu-
linary offerings at The Ned 
Doha. What makes The Ned 
Doha restaurants special?

Fatti: Some of the restau-
rants in The Ned Doha are sim-
ilar to what we have in London, 
so the concepts moved from 
London to Qatar. The Ned Doha 
offers an inviting atmosphere 
with customised furniture, 
decor, and layout that create a 
comfortable and personalised 
experience. The diverse range 
of restaurants provides a vari-
ety of cuisines from Italian to 
Japanese, American, European 
and Levantine. 

What makes us special is the 
culinary diversity, the people, 
the quality of ingredients, and 
our attention to detail. We pro-
vide a personalised experience 
for all our guests and mem-
bers, going above and beyond 
to ensure that no request is 
ever denied and that anything 
is possible. This commitment 
to personalisation is what sets 
us apart. 

At Ned’s Club, you can start 
your day with breakfast, enjoy 
afternoon tea, or have dinner in 
our restaurant, or private din-
ing room. We also offer a great 
space for members to socialise 
after work.

The Ned Doha provides “a personalised experience for all its guests and members.”

General Manager Niels  
Kristensen.

Head of Membership Gabriela 
Manrique.

Executive Chef Mussa Fatti.

Ministry recalls Jeep model
The Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry (MoCI), in co-operation 
with United Cars Almana, has 
announced the recall of Jeep 
Cherokee, 2016 model.
The recall has been done, due to a 
defect in the software of the Drive 
Train Control Module (DTCM) and 
the Electric Park Brake (EPB), which 

may lead to the loss of driving 
force while the vehicle is running 
or the loss of the stopping position 
(P) while parking the vehicle.
The MoCI has urged all customers 
to report any violations to its 
Consumer Protection and Anti-
Commercial Fraud Department, 
which processes complaints, 

inquiries and suggestions 
through the following channels: 
Call centre: 16001, e-mail: 
info@moci.gov.qa, Twitter 
@MOCIQATAR, Instagram 
MOCIQATAR. MoCI’s mobile 
application is available on iPhone 
and Android devices - MOCI_
QATAR

Man arrested, over QR71,000 stolen 
from bank customer recovered

The Ministry of Interior 
(MoI) yesterday said the 
Criminal Investigation 

Department (CID) recovered QR 
71,628 that was stolen from a 
customer inside a bank. 

The accused has been caught 
and referred to the Public Pros-
ecution.

The MoI, through a video on 
its Twitter account, said the ac-
cused stole a plastic bag filled 
with money while the complain-
ant was away from his personal 
belongings and not paying at-
tention. 

The authorities concerned 
were able to spot and identify 
the suspect after checking the 
surveillance camera footage. The 
MoI said the accused’s move-
ments were tracked and moni-

tored, by checking earlier foot-
age, from the time he left home 
until he committed the crime.

On being confronted, the sus-
pect confessed to the accusation 
against him, and was referred 

to the Public Prosecution along 
with the seized items. The MoI 
has urged the public to protect 
their personal belongings and 
not neglect them, whether in 
public or private places.

The arrested person is seen with the recovered money.

Hashish seized from 
fruit shipment

The Maritime Customs De-
partment, represented by 
the Al Ruwais Port Cus-

toms, thwarted the smuggling of 
the banned narcotic substance, 
hashish, after a shipment con-

taining fruits raised the suspi-
cion of Customs officials. 

The total weight of the 
seized materials amounted to 
62.7kg, the General Authority of  
Customs tweeted.

The Ministry of Interior (MoI) yesterday 
announced the arrest of a person who had fired a 
firearm during a house party.
“With reference to what was circulated on social 
media that a person fired a firearm during a house 
party, the person concerned was arrested and the 

weapon used was seized,” the MoI tweeted.
The ministry added that necessary legal measures 
were being taken against him.  
The ministry affirmed its keenness to take all 
necessary measures to ensure the security and 
safety of society.

Individual arrested for firing weapon at house party

Qatar in joint call 
with Arab health 
ministers’ panel for 
end to inhumane  
practices in   
Palestine

The Council of Arab Ministers for 
Health has called on the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) to 
intervene immediately to stop 
the inhumane practices contrary 
to international conventions 
committed by the occupation 
against medical personnel and 
ambulances in the occupied 
Palestinian territories, which 
prevent health teams from 
carrying out their duties, in 
addition to impeding the supply of 
fuel and electricity to hospitals and 
health centres in Palestine.
This came during the meeting 
of the 59th regular session of 
the Council of Arab Ministers 
for Health, which was held on 
Sunday in Geneva, chaired by 
Algeria, with the participation of 
the delegation of Qatar headed by 
HE the Minister of Public Health 
Dr Hanan Mohamed al-Kuwari. 
The meeting dealt with several 
issues, particularly the health 
conditions in the occupied 
Palestinian territories, including 
East Jerusalem and the occupied 
Syrian Golan. It also discussed 
the strategy for improving the 
health of mothers, children, 
and adolescent girls in the Arab 
region. In a statement, the General 
Secretariat of the Arab League said 
that the Council of Arab Ministers 
for Health approved, during the 
meeting, the activation of the pink 
portfolio initiative for the health of 
Arab women, and also approved 
the new formation of its executive 
office, in addition to adopting 
the unified speech of the Council 
before the 76th WHO World Health 
Assembly. The 59th session of 
the Council of Arab Ministers for 
Health witnessed the launch of the 
Arab strategy for a health-friendly 
budget in the presence of Arab 
health ministers, the UN Population 
Fund for Arab States, and the 
WHO Regional Office for the 
Eastern Mediterranean. During the 
meeting, the Assistant Secretary-
General and Head of the Social 
Affairs Sector of the Arab League, 
ambassador Haifa Abu Ghazaleh, 
explained that this strategy is a 
reference for Arab countries to 
develop health budgets that are 
more responsive to the needs of 
their population. (QNA)

HMC signs pact with QCS  
for its innovative projects

Hamad Medical Cor-
poration (HMC) and 
Qatar Cancer Soci-

ety (QCS) recently signed a 
memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) to provide funding 
support for cancer control 
projects, including, but not 
limited to, patient experience, 
improving facilities for cancer 
patients, improving cancer 
care, and employee partici-
pation in the field of cancer 
control. 

The agreement was signed 
by Hamad Nasser Abdulla 
al-Khalifa, chief of Health 
Facilities Development and 
acting chief of Business Serv-
ices, and Sheikh Dr Khalid bin 
Jabor al-Thani, chairman of 
QCS, in the presence of sever-
al HMC executive leaders and 
a delegation from QCS. 

HMC’s liaison officer who 
will facilitate this working re-
lationship with QCS, Nasser 
al-Naimi, deputy chief of 
Quality for Centre for Patient 
Experience and Staff Engage-

ment, director for Hamad 
Healthcare Quality Institute, 
and chairperson of 16000 
Health Sector Services, said: 
“This partnership between 
HMC and QCS will further 
strengthen our efforts to de-
liver our services with a per-
son-centred approach to care, 
which results to enhancing 

our patients’ overall experi-
ence in HMC.”

Sheikh Dr Khalid added: 
“We support the principles 
and values of HMC, and QCS 
aims to bring these into frui-
tion. We look forward to im-
plementing activities that 
serve the mutual goals of both 
QCS and HMC”.

Officials of HMC and QCS at  the signing ceremony.

PHCC celebrates anniversary of  
Partners and Family Advisory Group

The Primary Health Care 
Corporation (PHCC) 
held the fourth Part-

ners and Family Advisory 
Group (PFAG) to celebrate 
three years of the first Advi-
sory Group’s contributions in 
the strategic cycle 2019-2023, 
as well as welcoming the sec-
ond group for the upcoming 
strategy 2024-2026.

The meeting was chaired 
by Dr Maryam Abdul Malik, 
PHCC medical director, and 
attended by PFAG partners 
alongside PHCC executive di-
rectors. 

In her opening speech, Dr 
Mariam Abdul-Malik said: 
“Our partnership with pa-
tients and their families is 
vital to the success of our 
healthcare services.”

The meeting also high-

lighted PHCC achievements 
and enhancements during 
the first cycle. Dr Amal al-Ali, 
executive director of Quality 
and Patient Safety, presented 
the improvement and chang-
es that have been made based 

on PFAG inputs. It included 
many expansionary projects 
in PHCC services across the 
country, the introduction of 
new technology-based serv-
ices, and the establishment of 
new healthcare centres.
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