
Qatar condemns Israeli
minister’s statement

MoPH announces 
Medical Service
working hours

Qatar condemned in the strongest 
terms the statements of the Israeli 
minister of finance, in which 
he denied the existence of the 
Palestinian people while using a 
map of Israel that included borders 
of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan and the occupied Palestinian 
territories. In a statement yesterday, 
the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs 
considered the statements of the 
Israeli minister as new evidence 
of the racism of the occupation 
government and an attempt to 
falsify history and deny the right 
of the Palestinian people to exist, 
stressing – at the same time – that 
these extremist statements and 
flimsy allegations that contradict 
human values are denied by 
history that confirms the existence 
of the Palestinian people on this 
land since eternity. The Ministry 
of Foreign Aff airs considered the 
minister’s use of the map as a 
flagrant violation of international 
norms and covenants, calling on 
the international community to 
assume its responsibility and force 
Israel to respect the resolutions 
of international legitimacy. The 
Ministry of Foreign Aff airs reiterated 
Qatar’s firm stance on the just 
Palestinian cause, the legitimate 
rights of the brotherly Palestinian 
people, and the establishment of 
their independent state on the 1967 
borders, with East Jerusalem as its 
capital. (QNA)

The Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH) announced the working 
hours during the month of Ramadan 
of the Medical Commission 
department, birth registration 
off ices, and the Health Medical 
Relation and Treatment Abroad 
Department, noting that the 
Medical Commission department 
will receive patients from 9am until 
5.30pm. MoPH noted that the birth 
registration off ices will receive 
patients for the registration and 
issuance of birth certificates for 
newborns from 9:30am to 1.30pm, in 
the Women’s Wellness and Research 
Center, Al Wakra Hospital, Al Khor 
Hospital, the Cuban Hospital, 
Sidra Medicine, Al Ahli Hospital, 
Doha Clinic Hospital, and Al Emadi 
Hospital. As for the afternoon 
shift in the Women’s Wellness and 
Research Center, Sidra Medicine, 
and Al Ahli Hospital, working hours 
will be from 1:30pm-4.30pm. MoPH 
explained that appointments for 
the Health Medical Relation and 
Treatment Abroad Department at 
MoPH’s building will be available 
from Sunday to Thursday, from 
9:30am to 1pm, with the need to 
book an appointment through the 
appointment booking system on the 
dedicated electronic link. (QNA)

Al Duhail to face 
Al Sadd in exciting 
Ooredoo Cup 
semi-fi nal
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His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani awarded the Hamad Bin 
Khalifa Sash to HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz al-Thani, in recognition 
of his valuable eff orts in serving the country, when the Amir met him at Sheikh 
Abdullah Bin Jassim Majlis at the Amiri Diwan yesterday. HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz al-Thani expressed his pride in this honour, extending his 
thanks and gratitude to His Highness the Amir for his support throughout his 
tenure. (QNA)

Amir awards Hamad Bin Khalifa 
Sash to Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani met with President of the Republic of Rwanda Paul Kagame at 
Sheikh Abdullah Bin Jassim Majlis at the Amiri Diwan yesterday. During the meeting, they discussed relations between 
the two countries and ways to support and enhance them in various fields of co-operation, especially in the economic 
and investment fields. Also, they exchanged views on regional and international issues of common concern. The meeting 
was attended by a number of ministers. From the Rwandan side, it was attended by members of the off icial delegation 
accompanying the president. His Highness the Amir hosted a luncheon banquet in honour of the Rwandan President and 
the delegation accompanying him. (QNA) Page 2

Amir, Rwandan president review relations

Tomorrow is fi rst day of
Ramadan; preparations
complete for holy month
By Shafeeq Alingal 
Staff  Reporter

The holy month of Ramadan will 
begin tomorrow (Thursday), it 
was announced yesterday.

The Crescent Sighting Committee 
at the Ministry of Endowments and 
Islamic Aff airs (Awqaf) said March 
22 is the fi nal day of Sha’ban and that 
March 23 (Thursday) will be the fi rst 
day of Ramadan. 

This came in the committee’s 
statement after its meeting at the 
headquarters of the Awqaf ministry 
yesterday evening under the chair-
manship of Sheikh Dr Thuqail al-
Shammari, the offi  cial Qatar News 
Agency reported.

The committee said the Ramadan 
crescent was not sighted yester-
day and, as a result, announced that 
Thursday would be the fi rst day of the 
holy month.

The committee extended greet-
ings to His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, His 
Highness the Father Amir Sheikh 
Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani, and His 

Highness the Deputy Amir Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Hamad al-Thani, as well 
as the esteemed government and peo-
ple of Qatar and all Muslims, on the 
advent of Ramadan. 

Preparations have been fi nal-
ised for the holy month, with the 
Awqaf ministry readying some 2,150 
mosques across Qatar. The ministry 
has also made separate arrangements 
for women in 120 mosques. Arrange-
ments are in place for Itikaf, the prac-
tice of secluding oneself during the 
fi nal 10 days of Ramadan.

Besides, the ministry has an-
nounced various Ramadan activities 
while Iftar meals will be distributed 
for fasting people and food kits will 
be given to the needy. Awqaf has also 
lined up religious lectures and cul-
tural and educational competitions 
across Qatar.

Speaking to Qatar TV, al-Shamma-
ri urged believers to seek repentance 
from God and do more good deeds 
and charitable acts. “It’s the season of 
worship and discipline,” he said. 

Al-Shammari advised people to 
take advantage of the holy month by 
doing good for all, reading the Holy 
Qur’an, doing charity and strength-
ening family relations. 

Sheikh Mohamed al-Mahmoud, 
a member of the Crescent Sighting 
Committee, noted that the believ-
ers must take advantage of the holy 
month as it is a “virtuous and great” 
occasion.

Fareed al-Hindawi, preacher and 
imam at Awqaf, also told Qatar TV 
that Ramadan is the season of good-
ness and discipline, and urged believ-
ers to invest in goodness during the 
holy month. Pages 3, 12

Sheikh al-Shammari making the 
Ramadan announcement. 

‘New visa rules spur
Qatar-Saudi travel’
By Peter Alagos
Business Reporter

Saudi Arabia’s recent decision to 
ease its tourist visa policy has 
spurred a surge in demand for 

travel from Qatar, according to indus-
try experts in Doha. 

As the tourism industry in the Mid-
dle East and Gulf region continues to 
grow, travel agencies in Qatar have 
been playing a vital role in facilitating 
travel for tourists.

Earlier, Saudi Minister of Tourism 
and Chairman of Saudi Tourism Au-
thority Ahmed al-Khateeb tweeted: 
“Saudi visa application is now simpler, 
more convenient and straightforward 
for residents of GCC States, regardless 
of their profession. Apply now.” 

The visa, which can be for a single 
entry or multiple entries, enables the 
holder to visit Saudi Arabia for tourism 
and Umrah.

There are several tourism activities 
that are expected to be popular among 
GCC residents who are planning to 
visit Saudi Arabia, according to Taw-
feeq Travel Group CEO Rehan Ali Syed.

“Saudi is undergoing a major trans-
formation, the clients are keen to travel 
to explore the market. We have Qatari 
citizens, as well as residents travel-
ling to experience the Riyadh season, 
Winter Wonderland, and new touris-

tic places in Saudi Arabia, especially 
Diriyah in Riyadh, Al Ula, and not for-
getting the pilgrimage traffi  c, as well,” 
Syed explained.

Syed noted that many people are 
looking forward to benefi ting from 
this new policy by experiencing tourist 
destinations and exploring the diff er-
ent business opportunities available in 
Saudi Arabia. 

“This is indeed a great initiative to at-
tract diff erent segments of travellers to 
visit Saudi Arabia…since the land bor-
der is opened for all vehicles, there is a 
big rush. Moreover, travelling to Riyadh 
is just fi ve to six hours, and Dammam is 
just three hours, hence many families 
and individuals are travelling to experi-
ence the kingdom,” he further explained.

He added: “Saudi was considered very 
conservative a couple of years back but 
now with the current transformation in 
progress, it is indeed an eye opener for all 
GCC states to open and let in the tour-
ism business. Tourism plays a vital role 
in pushing the economy of any country.

“Qatar had a successful World Cup; 
tourists who visited Qatar have been 
totally mesmerised by the beauty and 
safety of the country. It is important 
for Qatar to capitalise on this positive 
image. More than 200,000 passengers 
arrived during the current cruise sea-
son on world-class cruise liners, such 
as Costa, TUI, Aida, Ponant, and MSC 
World Europa.” To Page 7
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We extend our heartiest greetings to

His Highness
Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al Thani

Amir of the State of Qatar

His Highness
Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa Al Thani

Father Amir

His Highness
Sheikh Abdullah Bin Hamad Al Thani

Deputy Amir

and to all the honorable people of Qatar
on the occasion of

We hope for more returns of this memorable 
occasion and wish that Qatar always enjoys security, 
welfare and prosperity under the wise leadership of 

His Highness The Amir

Qatar, Rwanda share close friendship, promising partnership
QNA
Doha

Within the solid and dis-
tinguished relations 
that bond Qatar to 

Rwanda and their friendly peo-
ples, comes the visit of Rwanda 
President Paul Kagame to Doha. 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani wel-
comed him to a meeting where 
they discussed bilateral relations 
between the two countries and 
ways to support and enhance 
them in various fi elds of co-
operation, especially in the eco-
nomic and investment fi elds.

The visit is seen as a good sign 
of the strength of relations be-
tween Doha and Kigali, refl ecting 
the aspiration and keenness of 
the leadership in both countries 
to boost, strengthen, and devel-
op them in all fi elds to serve the 
interests of both countries and 
their peoples. The visit and the 
talks that will take place will form 
a chance to strengthen the bonds 
between the two sides, discuss 
various partnership aspects, and 

contribute to boosting bilateral 
co-operation in all fi elds, espe-
cially trade, economic, fi nancial, 
and investment aspects. Qatar 
is seen as a strategic partner to 
Rwanda and the relations be-
tween the two countries have 
witnessed steady growth since 
establishing the diplomatic re-
lations in 2017. Since then, the 
leaders of the two countries have 
met regularly, and the exchanged 
high-level visits between the 
two sides have contributed to 
boosting joint co-operation in 
various vital fi elds and enhanc-
ing the partnership between the 
two countries. In this regard, 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani vis-
ited Rwanda in April 2019 and 
made another visit in June 2022 
to participate in the 26th Com-
monwealth Heads of Govern-
ment Meeting in Kigali. Mean-
while, the Rwanda president paid 
several visits to Doha in Febru-
ary 2022, October 2021, October 
2019, December 2019, and No-
vember 2018.

Despite the novelty of the rela-
tions between Qatar and Rwan-

da, it can be described as ambi-
tious and promising and refl ects 
the determination of both sides 
to strengthen and enhance them 
in a way that serves the interests 
of the two friendly countries and 
peoples. The two countries are 
continuously working on build-
ing exemplary partnerships be-
tween them and co-operating on 
many issues to serve their inter-
ests and those of others.

Relations between the two 
countries are regulated by agree-
ments and memoranda of under-
standing that cover several fi elds, 
such as politics, diplomacy, 
economy, trade, agriculture, cul-
ture, sport, investment, aviation 
co-operation, and avoidance of 
double taxation. 

The two countries also signed 
an agreement to acquire 60 per-
cent of the shares of Bugesera 
International Airport in Rwanda, 
and Qatar Airways signed two 
agreements with the Rwandan 
tourism air transport compa-
ny and an agreement with the 
Rwanda civil aviation authority. 
There is also a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) for defence 

co-operation between the two 
countries. Qatar’s Hassad Food 
Company, which invests in the 
food sector, signed an MoU with 
the Rwandan government aimed 
at opening opportunities for co-
operation between the two sides 
and studying investment oppor-
tunities in the agricultural and 
food fi elds.

The Qatar Financial Centre 
(QFC) also signed an MoU with 
the Rwanda Finance Limited 
to launch joint initiatives that 

contribute to promoting the 
growth and international expan-
sion of the business of QFC and 
the Kigali International Finan-
cial Center, in addition to the 
partnership between Qatar Air-
ways and Rwanda’s fl ag carrier, 
RwandAir, which enables travel-
lers to reach 160 destinations in 
the combined networks of both 
airlines. 

In previous statements, Presi-
dent Kagame expressed his 
country’s aspiration to enhance 

its relation and economic part-
nership with Qatar, stressing that 
Qatar’s development path is ex-
emplary and that there is a great 
opportunity to develop economic 
and trade co-operation between 
Qatar and his country as one of 
the fastest growing economies 
in Africa. Rwanda off ers a thriv-
ing and stable investment sys-
tem in industries such as textiles, 
clothing, leather, agriculture, 
livestock, industry, tourism, in-
formation and communication 
technology, and pharmaceuti-
cals, in addition to the services 
sector’s provision of a signifi cant 
contribution to the gross domes-
tic product, he added, affi  rming 
that his country enjoys many 
advantages for investment, but 
it must rely on itself to achieve 
what it aspires to, by working 
hard and persistently.

Rwanda is located in the mid-
dle of the African continent to 
the south of the equatorial circle 
within the range of the Plateau of 
Lakes, and it is an inland country 
that has no coasts, connected to 
the outside world through its 
neighbouring countries, espe-

cially through the ports of Dar es 
Salaam in Tanzania and Mom-
basa in Kenya. 

Rwanda’s area exceeds 
26,000sq km, and its popula-
tion is estimated at 12mn, 83% of 
whom live in rural areas.

In the early 1990s, the coun-
try witnessed one of the bloodi-
est ethnic clashes in history, but 
was able to rise and stand on its 
feet again to build a prosper-
ous unifi ed country, full of hope, 
success and competitiveness at 
the regional and global levels. 
The story of Rwanda’s success 
is one of brightest examples of 
the human ability to change and 
transform, as this small and poor 
country in Africa was able to 
achieve great accomplishments 
in several areas, starting from 
achieving political and secu-
rity stability, to transforming its 
economy from traditional agri-
culture to a technology-based 
knowledge economy service, in 
addition to encouraging foreign 
investments, easing restrictions 
on them, allocating incentives 
for foreign investors and opening 
all sectors to them.

Rwanda President Paul Kagame 
met with HE the Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign 
Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani 
at the Sheraton Doha Hotel 
yesterday. During the meeting, 
they discussed bilateral relations 
between the two countries and 
ways to support and enhance 
them in all fields, in addition 
to discussing a number of 
regional and international issues 
of common concern. HE the 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Aff airs aff irmed during 
the meeting Qatar’s keenness 
on supporting international 
endeavours to achieve security, 
stability and development in the 
African continent. (QNA)

Rwandan president meets PM
Rwanda President Paul 
Kagame left yesterday after a 
working visit to the country. 
Seeing the president and the 
accompanying delegation off  
at the Hamad International 
Airport was HE the Director 
of the Department of 
Protocol Ambassador 
Ibrahim bin Yousif Fakhro, 
and ambassador of Rwanda 
to the State Igor Marara 
Kainamura. (QNA)

Rwanda president leaves Doha
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Ramadan crescent sighting: astronomical calculations vs the naked eye

Every year with the end of the 
month of Sha’ban, Muslims 
around the world await the 

sighting of the crescent of the 
month of Ramadan in prepara-
tion for fasting and to revive the 
Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad 
(peace be upon him), when he 
said in the Hadith “whenever you 
sight the new moon (of the month 
of Ramadan), observe fast, and 
when you sight it (the new moon 
of Shawwal), break it, and if the 
sky is cloudy for you, then observe 
fast for thirty days.”

Whenever the month of Ram-
adan approaches every year, Mus-
lims wonder how and when to 
monitor and observe the crescent, 
its conditions, and its require-
ments. This is due to the diff erent 

locations of countries in terms of 
latitude and longitude, the times 
of sunrise and sunset, and points 
of view on the interpretation of 
religious scripts regarding sight-
ing the crescent. In his remarks 
to Qatar News Agency (QNA), HE 
the President of Qatar Centre for 
Space Sciences and Astronomy, 
Sheikh Salman bin Jabor al-Tha-
ni, said that according to the Sun-
nah, observing the crescent of the 
month of Ramadan starts from 
the 29th day of Sha’ban as people 
try to apply the Sunnah, which is 
to observe and try to see the cres-
cent over the western horizon af-
ter or with sunset, as it becomes 
easier to see after sunset.

On the conditions and circum-
stances that should be met for the 

validity of the crescent’s observ-
ing and sighting, he explained 
that some things are preferably 
done for the sighting process, in-
cluding assuring the birth of the 
crescent before sunset and a suffi  -
cient distance between the moon 
and the sun, so that the moon 
creates suffi  cient light, making it 
easier for the observer to see it. 
It is also preferable for crescent 
observers to be in an area free of 
environmental and light pollu-
tion, away from beaches, so that 
sea humidity does not aff ect the 
possibility of seeing it. 

Regarding the process of ob-
serving itself, Sheikh Salman said 
that observers should begin by 
focusing on the western side from 
the beginning of contact with the 

sun to the western horizon in or-
der to take advantage of as much 
time as possible to try to see the 
crescent. There is nothing wrong 
with using binoculars, and using 

them is acceptable in validating 
the birth of the crescent. As for 
digital cameras, they are unac-
ceptable because their capabili-
ties far exceed the human eye.

Sheikh Salman said that the 
existing or the mentioned diff er-
ence between countries is not of a 
big signifi cance as religion is sup-
posed to make people’s lives easier 
not harder, and Allah told Mus-
lims to fast Ramadan for 29 days 
or 30 days according to the pos-
sibility of observing the crescent, 
which is also affi  rmed in several 
Hadiths of the Prophet (peace be 
upon him).

He said that some people delib-
erately create controversy among 
countries or sheikhs for media 
publicity by denying the cres-

cent sighting while the Crescent 
Sight Committee is meeting on 
the investigation day, warning of 
the ensuing social rows. Sheikh 
Salman stressed that there is no 
disagreement among sheikhs or 
astronomers, calling on the pub-
lic to listen only to the Crescent 
Sighting Committee.

Arab and Islamic countries use 
binoculars to see the crescent at a 
time when other countries adopt 
astronomical calculations, he 
said, noting that seeing the cres-
cent with the naked eye is highly 
recommended among Muslim fu-
qaha’ (Islamic jurists) in accord-
ance with the Holy Qur’an. 

Most Islamic countries depend 
on the spatial visibility of the 
crescent on the 29th of Sha’ban 

in every possible place by com-
mittees composed of fuqaha’, as-
tronomers and ordinary citizens, 
he added, highlighting the inevi-
tability of collective investigation 
of the crescent as the best way to 
ensure what is being seen is the 
crescent.

He also noted that the duration 
of fasting hours in Ramadan vary 
from one country to another ac-
cording to their latitude and lon-
gitude, highlighting the variance 
within large countries by area, 
such as Algeria and Saudi Arabia. 

There will be a few-minute in-
crease in the duration of fasting 
hours during Ramadan coincid-
ing the approach of summer when 
daylight hours increase, he said. 
(QNA)

HE Sheikh Salman bin Jabor 
al-Thani

Awqaf ministry hosts 
Ramadan programmes
The Ministry of Endow-

ments (Awqaf) and Islam-
ic Aff airs has announced 

its nationwide programmes and 
events for the holy month of Ra-
madan. 

HE the Director-General of the 
General Directorate of Endow-
ments Sheikh Dr Khalid bin Mo-
hamed bin Ghanim al-Thani said 
in a press conference that the 
multiple and varied Ramadan ac-
tivities build bridges of commu-
nication with partners in society, 
under the slogan ‘endowment is 
societal partnership’.

The activities are divided into 
community partnerships, six of 
which will be announced during 
the holy month, with Qatar Dia-
betes Association, Qatar Soci-
ety for Rehabilitation of Special 
Needs, Comprehensive Empow-
erment School, Qatar Autism 
Society, and HMC Heart Hos-
pital and A Flower Each Spring 
Programme, he said.

Among the events will be 
Ramadan Iftar tables and edu-
cational activities and Qur’an 

competitions. There will also be 
two qualitative initiatives — the 
‘endowment scouts’, which will 
be the largest database of en-
dowments, and the announce-
ment of university scholarships 
in co-operation with the Edu-
cation Above All Foundation, 
Sheikh Dr Khalid said. Assist-
ant Undersecretary for Da’wah 
and Mosques Aff airs Mohamed 
Hamad al-Kuwari said that the 
department prepared a group 
of distinguished Qatari reciters 
to participate in Taraweeh and 
Qiyaam (Ramadan-associated 
night prayers).

The Director of the Zakat Af-
fairs Department, Saad Omran 
al-Kuwari, said that the Zakat 
Fund would receive requests and 
interview cases in the morning 
and evening, whether virtually 
or in-person at the Zakat Fund 
building.

The Director of the Depart-
ment of Religious Call and Guid-
ance, Mal Allah Abdulrahman al-
Jaber, said that the department 
will organise 950 fi eld Ramadan 

activities including lessons in 
mosques, seminars and compe-
titions for children and adults, 
fi eld visits to patients in hospi-
tals, an intellectual programme 
in addition to ‘Our Religion’ TV 
show in co-operation with Qatar 
Television.

The Director of the Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Zaid Al Mahmoud 
Islamic Cultural Centre, Dr Saleh 
Ali al-Akhan, said that the cen-
tre will present a number of Ra-
madan programmes and events 
that aim to highlight the holy 
month from the perspective of 
Qatari traditions. 

The Head of the Islamic Re-
search Department, Mishary 
al-Namlan, said that the depart-
ment will organise a seminar on a 
range of diff erent intellectual and 
social issues. 

The seminar will bring togeth-
er a group of specialised aca-
demics and intellectuals who will 
present research papers on the 
topic of the seminar and provide 
eff ective solutions and forward-
looking studies. (QNA)

QIB unveils ‘Double your Points’ Ramadan campaign

QIB has announced ‘Dou-
ble your Points’ Ramadan 
campaign until April 20 

for its credit and charge card-
holders. Customers can double 
rewards on all their local and 
international spends at super-
markets such as Al Meera, LuLu, 
Carrefour, Monoprix using their 
Visa and Mastercard credit cards 
and charge cards, as well as the 
bank’s co-branded cards with 
Qatar Airways. 

During the campaign, custom-
ers can double their points, in the 
form of ‘Absher’ points when us-
ing their credit and charge cards, 
or ‘Avios’ when using the QIB-
Qatar Airways co-branded cards. 

To double the points, the mini-
mum of each transaction should 
be equal to or more than QR1,000 
with local and international su-

permarkets at any POS, includ-
ing online local or international 
purchases. 

The maximum loyalty points 
customers can receive is 25,000 
points per customer, which will 
be credited by end-May in the 
customer’s respective Absher or 
Avios accounts. During Ram-
adan, supermarkets witness high 
usage for personal and family 
consumption or for charity for 
the less fortunate. 

QIB rewards its valuable cus-
tomers on all their supermarket 
spends with a spirit of giving 
back to the community.

On the launch of the new 
campaign, D Anand, QIB’s gen-
eral manager – (Personal Bank-
ing Group) said: “Our Ramadan 
campaign aims to reward our 
customers on their supermarket 

spends during this month. With 
the rise of digital payments, we 
are confi dent that the new cam-
paign will accelerate the adop-
tion of a safer and more reward-
ing experience.” 

More information about the 
Ramadan campaign and other 
QIB offers, as well as the bank’s 
products and services, can be 
from www.qib.com.qa/en-ra-
madanoffer

Ooredoo revamps Shahry 5G, Qatarna 5G plans

Ooredoo – Qatar’s leading 
telecommunications op-
erator – has announced 

a major revamp of its Shahry 5G 
and Qatarna 5G plans, a state-
ment said. The new Shahry+ 
and Qatarna+ plans off er a wide 
range of features and benefi ts, 
with two key elements; custom-
ers can always rest assured they 
remain in complete control of 
their bills, and will not ever pay a 
riyal more than they expect, and 
that they can remain connected 
with unlimited voice calls and 
data depending on their choice 
of plan. 

Sheikh Ali bin Jabor al-Thani, 
CEO at Ooredoo, said: “We are 
so excited to launch our new 
Shahry+ and Qatarna+ plans; 
plans we have meticulously de-
signed after extensive market 
research and assessment of cus-
tomer wants and needs. These 
new plans will enable our cus-
tomers to upgrade their worlds, 
in perfect alignment with our 
strategic commitment to com-
plete customer satisfaction.”  

The new Shahry+ and Qatar-
na+ range includes three plans 
under each product; Shahry+ 
Select, Active and Max, and 
Qatarna+ Pro, Premium and 
Platinum, enabling customers 
to choose the features and ben-
efi ts that best suit their needs. 
All plans automatically feature 
the Worry-Free Key, protecting 

customers from any charges be-
yond their agreed monthly plan 
price and ensuring they remain 
in complete control of their bills. 
Unlimited voice calls and data 
feature heavily across the six op-
tions, meaning customers will be 
able to stay connected through-
out each month. 

Customers looking to de-
sign their own plan and pay only 
for what they want will enjoy 
Shahry+ Select, which enables 
customisation of allowances and 
the option to make changes to 
both allowances and Add-ons 
each and every month if required. 

Extra benefi ts can also be pur-
chased throughout the month. 
Current Shahry S customers will 
automatically be upgraded to the 
new Shahry+ Active plan and 
will be able to enjoy more benefi ts 
such as more local data and more 
non-telco benefi ts such as enter-
tainment and lifestyle subscrip-
tions.  Customers who currently 
have a Qatarna 5G Platinum plan 
will automatically be upgraded to 
a Qatarna+ Platinum plan, with 
the plan price staying the same 
and the benefi ts being enhanced 
with unlimited roaming voice 
calls and data in 27 countries 
including the GCC, the US and 
across Europe. Nasser Saleh al-

Attiyah, Qatar’s motor racing star, 
is the face of the new campaign, 
under the theme of ‘Greatness’. 
Marketing campaigns for the new 
plans focus on Nasser’s rise to 
greatness, and highlight the many 
ways in which customers can up-
grade their worlds and aim for 
greatness with the many features 
and benefi ts on off er. 

Sheikh Ali concluded: “We 
believe our new Shahry+ and 
Qatarna+ plans will meet and 
exceed customer wants and 
needs, both now and as we move 
further into the age of complete 
digitalisation, and we look for-
ward to seeing a positive re-
sponse in the market.”

Ooredoo CEO Sheikh Ali bin Jabor al-Thani and Qatari rally champion 
Nasser Saleh al-Attiyah.

PHCC provides guidelines for chronic diseases management during Ramadan

The Primary Health Care 
Corporation (PHCC) has 
offered important health 

tips for fasting people in the 
holy month of Ramadan. “We, 
as doctors, believe that fast-
ing is a patient’s personal right, 
and our mission is to help them 
take the right decision and fast 
safely,” said Dr Naela Darwish 
Saad, manager of PHCC’s Umm 
Salal Health Centre.

One of the most important 
risks that older persons face 
while fasting is dehydration 
and complications of chronic 
diseases, added Dr Saad. These 
include heart disease, diabetes, 
high blood pressure, and kid-
ney failure. Add to that medi-
cation non-adherence as well 
as malnutrition and deficiency 
of some vitamins, minerals, and 
calcium.

Dr Saad advised older per-
sons with chronic diseases to 
see a doctor early enough be-
fore Ramadan to check if it is 
safe to fast, and to manage their 
medications and determine the 
proper timings for taking them. 
Further, she advised to hasten 
to break their fast and avoid 
high-fat.

For people suffering from 
chronic diseases, Dr Saad said 
that they should consult their 

doctor before fasting to check 
if it is safe to fast and develop a 
treatment plan for them. “Peo-
ple with type1 diabetes who are 
on insulin or people with type 
2 diabetes on several doses of 
insulin a day, are not advised 
to fast. However, if a patient 
takes one injection of insu-
lin, it should be before Iftar. If 
taken twice a day morning and 
evening, the main dose should 
be before Iftar and the lowest 
dose before Suhoor, according 
to their doctor’s instructions.

“For diabetics who take a 
tablet once a day, it can be tak-
en before Iftar. For tablets taken 
twice a day, a dose can be taken 
before Iftar and the other be-

fore Suhoor. For some types of 
tablets, the patient may need 
to reduce the dose taken at 
Suhoor, according to their doc-
tor’s instructions.”

Dr Saad noted that all fasting 
diabetics need to measure their 
blood sugar levels at home to 
ensure that they control their 
sugar levels properly. Home 
tests should be done before 
Iftar and Suhoor meals and two 
hours after the two meals.

 “Patients with acute hepa-
titis and decompensated liver 
failure cannot fast as they des-
perately need sugars and they 
develop ascites. 

“Patients with chronic hepa-
titis and hepatic steatosis can 
fast, keeping in mind that they 
should avoid fatty foods. They 
should also quit smoking and 
reduce animal protein to 50-
80gm.

“Fasting is not advisable for 
some patients with cardiovas-
cular disease such as those who 
experienced a recent stroke 
during the first six weeks, un-
stable angina, acute heart fail-
ure, heart arrhythmias, some 
cases of valve stenosis, and 
some cases of uncontrolled 
high blood pressure. 

“Patients with kidney failure 
should not fast. If a patient is 

undergoing dialysis, they can 
fast on the day when they are 
not undergoing dialysis. It is 
also advisable not to fast for 
patients with kidney stones, 
especially on extremely hot 
days.

“For asthma patients, fast-
ing have benefits such as im-
proving the lungs capacity and 
asthma. Patients can use bron-
chodilators while fasting, ac-
cording to religious scholars’ 
fatwas as well as the doctor’s 
instructions.”

Dr Saad stated that fasting 
for pregnant women does not 
negatively affect the growth 
of the foetus if she follows a 
healthy lifestyle and diet. How-
ever, she has to consult her doc-
tor to avoid any risks she or her 
unborn baby may be exposed to 
or any pain she may feel.

“Some pregnant women 
are not advised to fast such as 
mothers with low blood pres-
sure, severe vomiting in the 
early months of pregnancy, and 
some chronic diseases that re-
quire a specifi c medication. 
They also should not fast if there 
is a decrease in foetal movement 
or weight, if they suff er from 
preterm labour pain, if they are 
taking medication to prevent 
preterm labour.”

Dr Naela Darwish Saad

QF to organise Ramadan 
activities in Education City

Health, education and 
cultural traditions are 
the focus of Qatar Foun-

dation (QF)’s  Ramadan activi-
ties this year, taking place online 
and in-person in Education City.

Throughout the month, peo-
ple from across Qatar are invited 
to participate in a range of fam-
ily-friendly events, educational 
programmes, fi tness activities, 
and Islamic readings and lec-
tures that encapsulate QF’s  core 
values of learning, culture, and 
community connection. 

Mayan M Zebeib, chief com-
munications offi  cer at QF, said: 
“During Ramadan, we have a 
special opportunity to focus 
on our values and traditions. 
Embodying these values, cel-
ebrating the local culture, and 
participating in new Ramadan 
Cultural Nights — off ered night-
ly from April 3-8 in Education 
City  — these edutainment ac-
tivities, for children and adults, 
provide information about Is-
lam and Ramadan from across 
diff erent cultures, including 
how to implement and maintain 
healthy habits during the holy 
month. 

Ramadan Storytime and 
competition at Qatar Na-
tional Library: Ramadan Sto-
rytime will take place on In-
stagram @QNL_children every 
Monday and Wednesday from 
5pm-5.30pm where stories of 
Islam will be narrated. Children 
can also take part in a compe-

tition every week by answer-
ing a question on a Ramadan-
related topic. To participate, 
visit www.instagram.com/qnl_
children/?hl=en 

Glow Run: In conjunction 
with QF, TriClub Doha will hold 
Education City’s fi rst glow run 
on April 7 at 10pm. Starting at 
Chef’s Garden, the 5K race is 
open to all levels and ages.  

Minaretein: From the Sat-
urday Kids Islamic Programmes 
and ladies only teachings to a 
journey through the Qu’ran and 
preparing for Eid, there are mul-
tiple programmes and activi-
ties taking place at Minaretein. 
Garangao Night: Taking place 
on April 5 at Oxygen Park, a Ga-
rangao station will be available 
for children to collect nuts and 
candy goodie bags as part of the 
Ramadan tradition. 

Kids Corner: Children can 
participate in workshops, Lego 
and robotics activities, arts and 
crafts, and educational games at 
Oxygen Park. 

Embrace Doha: Taking 
place every Friday and Satur-
day from March 31 to April 15 
at Oxygen Park, Embrace Doha 
will showcase Qatari culture 
and educate visitors about Islam 
and Ramadan. Activities include 
face-painting, puppet shows, 
storytelling workshops, sadu 
weaving, cultural sessions, Is-
lamic geometry workshops, and 
Arabic calligraphy. Qatari food 
will also be on off er. 

Outdoor cinema: Kids can 
enjoy outdoor screenings of Siraj 
episodes at Oxygen Park every 
Friday and Saturday from March 
31 to April15. 

CommuniSports: For the 
third year, CommuniSports will 
off er sports and fi tness classes 
in six locations during Ramadan 
including Education City Recre-
ation Centre, Awsaj Recreation, 
EC Club House, Qatar Acad-
emy Msheireb Recreation, Qatar 
Academy Al Wakra Recreation 
Centre, Qatar Academy Al Khor 
Recreation Centre, and Multaqa 
Recreation. Classes will start on 
April 2 and run until July 1. 

Diabetes awareness during 
Ramadan: Off ering advice on 
fasting with diabetes, safe foods 
to eat and structured education 
on diabetes, these in-person and 
online activities will assist in 
monitoring and controlling dia-
betes. Daily iftar at Minaretein 
and Ramadan Drive: Raising do-
nations to secure meals for Iftar, 
daily, during Ramadan. 

March 23 will see the return of 
QF’s Arabic edutainment series 
Siraj for its fourth season. Fea-
turing the adventures of its main 
characters Rashid and Noura, 
the series will tell the stories of 
8 Prophets, each with an impor-
tant moral. 

Episodes will continue 
throughout Ramadan on Qatar 
TV, and each episode will also 
be posted on the Siraj YouTube 
channel.



HE the Assistant Foreign 
Minister Lolwah bint Rashid 
AlKhater met yesterday with 
Minister for Public Health of 
the Afghanistan caretaker 
government Qalandar Ibad, 
who is visiting the country. 
During the meeting, they 
discussed progress in the plan 
to develop the health field in 
Afghanistan, in addition to 
the results of the roundtable 
meeting, which was hosted by 
Qatar, between a delegation 
from Afghanistan and two 
delegations from the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
and the United Nations 
International Children’s 
Emergency Fund (Unicef). 
HE the assistant FM stressed 
Qatar’s position in supporting 
the Afghan people, especially 
in the health and education 
sectors. She commended 

the eff orts made by the 
Afghan Ministry of Public 
Health despite the scarcity 
of resources, stressing 
the importance of the 
international community’s 
continued support for the 
health sector in Afghanistan, 
as well as strengthening 

the infrastructure that most 
Afghan cities lack. 
She also praised the continued 
work of Afghan women in the 
health sector, calling for the 
continuation of developing 
the human capacities of the 
health sector in Afghanistan. 
(QNA)
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Amir sends cables 
of congratulations 
to Namibia 
president

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
and His Highness the Deputy 
Amir Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Hamad al-Thani sent cables of 
congratulations to President 
of Namibia Hage Geingob on 
the anniversary of his country’s 
Independence Day. HE the Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani 
also sent a similar cable to 
Namibia PM Saara Kuugongelwa-
Amadhila on the occasion. (QNA)

Offi  cialAssistant FM meets Afghan minister

Secretary of Foreign Aff airs of the Philippines Enrique Manalo met with ambassador of Qatar to 
the Philippines Ahmed Saad al-Hamidi. During the meeting, they discussed aspects of bilateral co-
operation between the two countries. (QNA)

Secretary of foreign affairs of 
Philippines meets Qatari envoy

Qatar roundtable to facilitate 
Afghan health programmes
QNA
Doha

Qatar hosted a roundtable 
meeting between delega-
tions from the Ministry 

of Health of the Afghan care-
taker government, the World 
Health Organisation (WHO), the 
United Nations Children’s Fund 
(Unicef), and the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation to co-ordinate 
eff orts to eradicate polio and dis-
cuss the health situation in Af-
ghanistan. 

Minister of Health in the Af-
ghan caretaker government Qa-
landar Ibad, HE the Assistant FM 
Lolwah bint Rashid AlKhater, HE 
the Assistant Minister of Public 
Health Dr Salih al-Marri, repre-
senting HE the Minister of Pub-
lic Health, WHO representatives 
headed by Director of the Polio 
Eradication Program at the WHO 
Regional Offi  ce for the Eastern 
Mediterranean Dr Hamed Ja-
fari, Unicef representatives led 
by Deputy Regional Director of 
Unicef South Asia Noala Skin-
ner, and Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation delegation chaired 
by the foundation’s Director of 
the Polio Eradication Program 
Dr Jay Wenger participated in the 
meeting.

During the meeting, they dis-
cussed the progress made by the 
Ministry of Health in the Afghan 
caretaker government to eradi-
cate polio and identifi ed existing 
challenges and plans that could 
be adopted by the authorities to 
support the eff orts of the Minis-
try of Health in the Afghan care-

taker government in responding 
to the disease. Also, the meet-
ing discussed the possibility 
of expanding polio eradication 
programmes to build solid foun-
dations for a health system that 
responds to the needs of the Af-
ghan people.

In her opening speech at the 
meeting, HE the Assistant For-
eign Minister affi  rmed Qatar’s 
position in support of Afghani-
stan and its brotherly people, 
praising the important role 
played by specialists and work-
ers in the healthcare fi eld, both 
women and men. She pointed 
out that good healthcare helps 
in the prosperity of local econo-
mies, stressing the readiness of 
Qatar to contribute by providing 
training and projects to build the 
capacity of the health cadre in 
Afghanistan.

In his speech, HE Dr al-Marri 
stated that polio is one of the dis-
eases that the global community 
is about to eradicate. He under-
lined that concerted internation-
al eff orts to eradicate the disease 
in Afghanistan would contribute 
to the total eradication of the 
disease, which is the goal that the 
WHO Subcommittee on Polio 
Eradication, co-chaired by the 
State of Qatar, is working on.

In turn, the delegation of the 
Ministry of Health in the Afghan 
caretaker government extended 
their thanks to Qatar for its sup-
port for the Afghan people. The 
delegation affi  rmed their readi-
ness to support international 
programmes that benefi t the Af-
ghan people, and the importance 
that those programmes employ 

Afghan staff . The delegation also 
expressed their hope for taking 
decisions on the promises pre-
viously made regarding various 
projects.

During the discussions, the 
delegations of Unicef, WHO, and 
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foun-
dation praised the eff orts of the 
Ministry of Health in the Afghan 
caretaker government during the 
past period to address Covid-19 
and polio, enumerating the re-
strictions that impede their work 
in Afghanistan and ways to facili-
tate their work by the caretaker 
government. The delegations 
noted the identifi cation of the 
eastern and southeastern regions 
as areas of the spread of the dis-
ease and the measures taken to 

implement the optimal model for 
testing the population and pro-
viding preventive vaccinations 
by intensifying home visits.

In the closing session, the Qa-
tari and the Afghan sides agreed 
to work together to facilitate 
the work of international health 
agencies in Afghanistan and 
employ Afghan cadres in their 
projects. The delegation of the 
Ministry of Health in the Af-
ghan caretaker government shall 
present a clean sheet indicating 
the basic needs of the Afghan 
health sector, in addition to the 
preparation of signing a memo-
randum of understanding (MoU) 
between the Ministry of Public 
Health of Qatar and the Afghan 
Ministry of Health to co-operate 

in the fi eld of capacity building 
and enhancing the capabilities of 
the Afghan health sector.

Polio is one of the infectious 
diseases that the world suff ered 
from in the past, as it aff ected 
about 125 countries in 1988, 
which led to the infection of 
1,000 children daily at that time. 
However, the great progress in 
the eradication programs of this 
disease led to its elimination by 
99 percent. Therefore, the emer-
gence of this disease again in re-
gions such as Afghanistan and 
Pakistan is a matter of concern, 
and hence the importance of in-
ternational action to contain the 
phenomenon before it exacer-
bates and spreads to other parts 
of the world. (QNA)

Qatar hosts meeting between Afghan Health Ministry, WHO to co-ordinate polio eradication drive in 
Afghanistan.

Katara to hold 23 
Ramadan events

The Cultural Village Foundation (Katara) has unveiled its pro-
gramme for this year’s holy month of Ramadan — 23 cultural, 
educational and entertainment activities directed to diff erent 

age groups. Among the activities that Katara will host in Ramadan are 
the Islamic Stamps Exhibition at the Postal Museum in Building 22 
and the Fine Art and Photography Exhibition in Building 18, in addi-
tion to cultural seminars on Arabic literature by the Katara Library for 
Arabic Novel in Building 48.

The Wisdom Square will host a Ramadan-associated mural, and the 
Creativity Square will host the Storytellers Stories. The religious ac-
tivities include lectures and a Holy Qur’an memorisation competition 
at the Katara Mosque for male and female children born between 2009 
and 2012. The activities are due to start on March 26, and its activities 
will continue weekly from Sunday to Thursday. Katara also launches 
the Katara Prize for Arabic Poetry, Katara Ramadan competition for 
the short story and the photography competition.

There will be also a number of sports tournaments including popu-
lar games, beach volleyball and chess, as well as intellectual activities. 
On March 27, the World Theatre Day activity will discuss the reality of 
the Qatari theatre. (QNA)

HE the Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs 
Dr Ahmed bin Hassan al-Hammadi met yesterday with 
ambassador of Algeria to Qatar Dr Mustafa Boutoura on 
the occasion of the end of his tenure in the country. HE the 
Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs extended 
thanks to the ambassador for his eff orts in bolstering and 
enhancing the bilateral relations, wishing him success in his 
new duties. (QNA)

Farewell to Algerian envoy

Sharek platform meeting held

The Civil Service and Government Development Bu-
reau (CSGDB) organised yesterday the fi rst co-ordi-
nation meeting for the Sharek platform project, to 

introduce participating government agencies to the plat-
form. A total of 120 representatives of 30 government agen-
cies took part in the co-ordination meeting. 

HE the President of CSGDB Abdulaziz bin Nasser bin 
Mubarak al-Khalifa said that linking all government agen-
cies’ digital media platforms via the Sharek platform is a 
signifi cant step, unifying communication to a single plat-
form, accelerating responsiveness, improving co-ordina-
tion and allowing for user experience measuring mecha-
nisms, which can then be used to improve service quality.

He highlighted the co-operation between CSGDB and 
GCO in supporting agencies to successfully transition dig-
itally through practical training. 

For his part, HE the Director of the Government Com-
munications Offi  ce (GCO) Sheikh Jassim bin Mansour bin 
Jabor al-Thani said that the CSGDB’s eff orts in creating the 
Sharek platform and its employment of advanced technol-
ogy of artifi cial intelligence is qualitative, innovative, and 
a highly effi  cient addition to the system of interactive gov-
ernment communication, connecting with users on social 
and media platforms. He expressed the GCO’s readiness in 
permanent and fruitful co-operation with CSGDB in sup-
porting all government initiatives to enhance State services 
provided to citizens and residents in Qatar, expressing its 
constant keenness to improve government institutional 
performance in response to the vision and aspirations of 
the country’s leadership. 

The mechanism for implementing the stage of linking all 
digital media affi  liated with government agencies through 
the Sharek platform was also discussed, which is one of 
several stages that will contribute to creating a comprehen-
sive unifi ed platform that guarantees a distinct experience 
for both customers and government service providers.

Director of Government Development Aff airs at CS-
GDB Hassan Abdulrahman al-Ibrahim said that the Sharek 
platform is one of the CSGDB’s strategy most important 
components for government development. CSGDB devel-
opment aff airs’ strategies focus on achieving the Qatar Na-
tional Vision 2030 by developing a competitive government 
sector capable of monitoring and measuring the perform-
ance of its agencies and services, as well as developing them 
according to customers’ need.

Qatar’s CSGDB had announced earlier developing the 
Sharek platform in co-operation with the Sprinklr software 
company, as a unifi ed governmental service digital plat-
form, in a manifestation of CSGDB’s priority to simplify 
governmental procedures and enhance communication 
with users.
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Qatar seeks peaceful 
settlement over 
deadlocked Syria 
political solution
Qatar has stressed that the cho-

sen path to reach a political 
solution in Syria has almost 

reached a deadlock due to the lack of 
seriousness of the Syrian regime and 
its insistence on using the security and 
military solution based on arbitrary 
detention, enforced disappearance, 
killing, torture, destruction, siege, the 
use of internationally banned chemical 
weapons, and the deliberate targeting 
of civilians and civilian objects, and 
committing the most heinous crimes 
and gross violations of human rights.

This came in the statement of  Qatar 
delivered by HE the Permanent Rep-
resentative of Qatar to the UN Offi  ce 
in Geneva Dr Hind Abdulrahman al-
Muftah during the interactive dialogue 
with the Independent International 
Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian 
Arab Republic yesterday, within the 
framework of the 52nd session of the 
Human Rights Council.

She agreed with what was stated in 
the report regarding the danger of the 
absence of a credible political process, 
which will fuel confl ict and increase 
instability. She pointed out the harsh 
situations that Syrian people had to 
face while providing relief for the af-
fected people during the earthquake 

recently, and the delay that occurred 
in the arrival of the humanitarian and 
relief assistance to the most aff ected 
people.

She also referred to the Syrian re-
gime’s attempts to use the humani-
tarian disaster to gain more time and 
achieve political gains, which is con-
sidered a stark reminder that the cur-
rent situation and half-solutions must 
not continue, and that the actors and 
the international community should 

take further measures to ensure the 
protection of the Syrian people, allevi-
ate their suff ering, ensure that all peo-
ple responsible of crimes and viola-
tions against Syrian people will be held 
accountable, and reach a peaceful set-
tlement based on the full implementa-
tion of the Security Council Resolution 
2,254, in a way that achieves the legiti-
mate aspirations of the Syrian people 
and preserves the unity, sovereignty, 
and independence of Syria. (QNA)

HE the Permanent Representative of Qatar to the UN Off ice in Geneva Dr Hind 
Abdulrahman al-Muftah.

Girl students experience
‘Diplomat for a Day’
A number of diplomatic mis-

sions in Qatar welcomed girl 
students from the Georget-

own University in Qatar (GU-Q) to 
the ‘Diplomat for a Day’ experience 
in commemoration of International 
Women’s Day, a statement from the 
US embassy said yesterday.

The students were welcomed by fe-
male ambassadors and deputy heads 
of mission of diplomatic missions, in-
cluding those of the US, Greece, Neth-
erlands, Canada, Austria, Bulgaria, 
Guinea, Mexico, Thailand, Singapore, 
the Democratic Republic of the Con-
go, and the United Nations Offi  ces of 
Counter-Terrorism, Trade and Devel-
opment, and International Organisa-
tion for Migration, throughout March.  

The programme aimed to encourage 
students to become leaders and ad-
vocates in their communities by pro-
viding them with mentorship oppor-
tunities and fi rst-hand experience of 
what it means to be an offi  cial repre-
sentative. US deputy chief of mission 
Natalie Baker said: “The programme 
is part of the US embassy’s eff orts to 

promote gender equality and women’s 
empowerment.  We are committed to 
supporting initiatives that empower 
women and girls and promote their 
full and equal participation in all 
spheres of life, including in diplomatic 
missions.”

Students were paired with female 
heads of diplomatic missions to learn 
about their day-to-day work, includ-
ing attending meetings and briefi ngs 
with consular, public aff airs, and trade 
sections.  

The programme concluded with a 
reception where the participants had 
the opportunity to network with other 
diplomatic missions and meet their 
counterparts.

Participating ambassadors shared 
their observations of meeting young 
women eager to learn about the work 
of diplomats.  Karin Fichtinger-Grohe, 
Austrian ambassador, said: “The pro-
gramme encourages young women to 
pursue careers in diplomacy, politics, 
and other fi elds where they can make 
a positive impact.”  Isabelle Martin, 
ambassador of Canada, highlighted 

the importance of strong female role 
models in empowering women and 
continuing the work of integration for 
total and systematic gender equality. 

 Valerie Lusamba Kabeya, ambas-
sador of the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo in Qatar, emphasised the 
necessity of women’s active partici-
pation for the development of na-
tions and the importance of gender 
equality.

Inna Cherniak, a participant, de-
scribed the programme as one of the 
highlights of her university experi-
ence and renewed her hope for her 
country’s future. Fatima al-Kuwari, 
a participant in the programme, de-
scribed the initiative with the Aus-
trian ambassador as a truly immer-
sive experience that taught her a lot 
about the work of diplomats. 

Sheikha Aldana Nasser al-Thani 
described the ‘Diplomat for a Day’ 
programme with the Royal Thai Em-
bassy as an unforgettable experience 
that expanded her understanding of 
diplomacy and its role in promoting 
global harmony and progress.

US deputy chief of mission Natalie Baker hosts reception for women in celebration of Women History Month.

PHCC implements growth charts, visual 
acuity test programmes in public schools

The Primary Health Care Corporation (PHCC) has an-
nounced the implementation of annual growth charts 
and visual acuity test programmes in all public schools 

in the country, in co-operation and prior co-ordination with 
the Non-Communicable Diseases Department at the Minis-
try of Public Health.

The PHCC stated that the application of the World Health 
Organisation’s growth charts programme targets all public 
school students from the fi rst to 12th grade on an annual ba-
sis, pointing out that the programme aims to provide a data-
base and build a surveillance system to monitor the growth 
of school students, and early detection of cases of growth 
disorders that may be related to the diet or lifestyle in gen-
eral, which is represented in weight loss or short stature on 
the one hand, or weight gain and obesity on the other hand.

The School Health Department succeeded in complet-
ing the implementation of health surveys for the two pro-
grammes of growth plans and examination of visual acuity, 
and the completion of all procedures and requirements nec-
essary for their implementation.

The number of those targeted in the growth plans pro-
gramme reached 93,218 male and female students, and 
92,984 male and female students were examined, with a rate 
of 98.1%, the PHCC said.

It noted that the results of the health surveys of the growth 
charts programme showed that approximately 8,226 stu-
dents have a defect in their growth indicators, and it was 
found that 43,000 suff er from short stature problems, 6,817 
suff er from obesity problems and 463 suff er from thinness 
and underweight problems, explaining that all these stu-
dents were transferred to health centres to be followed up by 
doctors specialising in this fi eld and to receive the necessary 

medical care. The PHCC explained that the visual acuity test 
programme aims at early detection of cases of weakness and 
defects in visual acuity among students, as school health 
nursing has received theoretical and practical training on 
appropriate methods and the health requirements followed 
in examining visual acuity, in addition to the mechanism of 
electronic documentation and the proper transfer of cases 
discovered for students who suff er from a vision rate less 
than normal. It includes transferring them to the ophthal-
mology clinic and the optometry clinic of the PHCC in order 
to dispense medical glasses and provide them with appro-
priate treatment.

As for the implementation of the visual acuity test pro-
gramme, the PHCC revealed that the number of targeted 
students reached 50,065 students, with the visual acuity  
measured for 48,923 male and female students at a rate of 
97.8%. The results of the surveys revealed 6,256 male and fe-
male students, which constitutes a rate of 12.8%, suff er from 
poor visual acuity, and 99.6% of the detected students were 
transferred to the health centres of the PHCC for follow-up 
and to receive the necessary medical care.

Out of keenness to achieve the goals of the programme 
and with the joint co-operation with the Ministry of Pub-
lic Health, a training workshop was organised for all school 
health nurses on how to use devices that measure indica-
tors of growth and body mass indexes recommended by the 
World Health Organisation, the PHCC said.

The PHCC confi rmed that it was able, through the health 
fi les system, to follow up and track the implementation 
stages of the two programmes accurately and eff ectively, in 
co-operation with the PHCC’s Department of Health Infor-
mation Systems.(QNA)

QU receives WSCUC’s 
institutional accreditation
Qatar University received ac-

creditation from WSCUC, 
Senior College and University 

Commission, the QU announced in a 
press conference on Monday.

Speaking at the press conference, 
President of QU Dr Hassan al-Der-
ham which included vice-presidents, 
deans, senior officials in QU and 
others, he said: “Obtaining this im-
portant international accreditation 
is in line with the mission of Qatar 
University to be regionally recog-
nised for its distinctive excellence 
in education and research, and as an 
institution of choice for students and 
scholars and as a catalyst for sustain-
able socio-economic development in 
Qatar.”

He added: “Qatar University’s ob-
taining institutional accreditation 
from WSCUC is an important and es-
sential step to confirm the universi-
ty’s commitment to its students and 
community to continuous improve-
ment, and to provide a high-quality 
educational environment whose ob-
jectives and procedures are in line 
with local and international stand-
ards.” The initiative to obtain institu-
tional accreditation is one of the ini-
tiatives that contribute to achieving 
Goal 5.7 of the university’s current 
strategic plan, which contributes to 

achieving the fifth goal of Institu-
tional Excellence, which stipulates 
that Qatar University is recognised 
as a benchmark for organisational 
and operational excellence, and sus-
tainability. Dr Hassan al-Derham 
added: “The university’s selection 
of the most prominent internation-
ally known accreditation institutions 
such as WSCUC, reinforces the uni-
versity’s commitment to continuous 
improvement and providing a high-
quality educational environment for 
the community, based on the mission 
of WSCUC.”

QU Chief Strategy and Develop-
ment Offi  cer Dr Khalid al-Khanji spoke 
about some of the desired objectives 
of institutional accreditation, such as 
reassuring stakeholders of QUs com-
mitment to high-quality education, 
facilitating the process of transferring 
students’ earned credit hours between 

accredited institutions, enhancing 
institutional eff ectiveness through 
continuous self-improvement, and 
spreading the culture of evidence-
based decision-making to support in-
stitutional planning.

Director of Institutional Research 
and Eff ectiveness at QU, Dr Mou-
men Omar Hasnah, who oversaw the 
process of accreditation, said: “Qatar 
University has the institutional prac-
tices and resources necessary to obtain 
international institutional accredita-
tion. Qatar University has reached a 
level of advancement and institutional 
stability that enabled it to successfully 
achieve its goal of obtaining institu-
tional accreditation.” 

The purpose of the Commission 
is to foster excellence in elementary, 
secondary, adult and post-secondary 
institutions, and supplementary edu-
cation programmes. (QNA)

Qatar participated in the 37th meeting of the directors general 
of criminal investigation in the GCC states, which concluded 
in Riyadh yesterday. Qatar was represented at the two-day 
meeting by Director General of Criminal Investigation at the 
Ministry of Interior Brigadier General Jamal Mohamed al-Kaabi. 
The meeting discussed issues of common concern related to 
strengthening co-operation in the criminal field and exchanging 
expertise and experiences. (QNA)

Qatar attends Riyadh meeting
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‘Cultural diplomacy 
eff ective tool to serve 
national interests’
HE Qatar’s Permanent 

Representative to the UN 
Sheikha Alya bint Ahmed 

bin Saif al-Thani took part in the 
second edition of the Libraries 
Lead Forum held in Doha.

In her speech at the Forum, 
HE Sheikha Alya extended 
thanks to HE Chair of the Board 
of Trustees of Qatar National Li-
brary Sheikha Hind bint Hamad 
al-Thani for her kind invitation 
to deliver a speech highlighting 
the role and impact of cultural 
institutions, initiatives and ef-
forts of Qatar on cultural diplo-
macy in the United States.

She expressed her pleasure 
at the launch of the second edi-
tion of the prestigious forum of 
the Qatar National Library, and 
also praised the pioneering hu-
manitarian role played by the 
library in the fi eld of developing 
and disseminating knowledge as 
an elite research institution that 
preserves the national heritage 
of Qatar and the region.

HE Sheikha Alya stated that 
she deeply believes in the role 
of cultural diplomacy as an ef-
fective tool of soft power infl u-
encing the service of the vital 
national interests of states, and 
in making an infl uential position 
in the international arena, and 
added that cultural diplomacy 

works to accumulate soft power, 
whose impact and eff ectiveness 
can be stronger and deeper than 
hard power in many cases.

Cultural diplomacy plays a 
fundamental role in cementing 
states’ strength and interna-
tional position, she said adding 
that cultural institutions and 
initiatives in Qatar play a vital 
and inspiring role in addition to 
development, educational and 
media institutions, as tools of 
soft and infl uential power.

With regard to Qatar Muse-
ums, she stated that Qatar pos-

sesses some of the most promi-
nent and ancient international 
art collections. She also pointed 
to the 2022 partnership between 
Qatar Museums and the Metro-
politan Museum of Art in New 
York, which included the Hall 
of the Islamic World dubbed 
“Qatar Hall” in the Metropoli-
tan Museum in the heart of New 
York -- as it expresses the sym-
bolic and strategic dimension of 
this initiative in the context of 
cultural diplomacy.

He lauded the other creative 
projects and initiatives of Qatar 

Museums in the fi eld of cultural 
diplomacies, such as the ini-
tiative to organise cultural years, 
which included several coun-
tries, like Japan, the UK, Brazil, 
Turkiye, China, Germany, Rus-
sia, India, France, and the US.

She also pointed to the great 
role of the Cultural Village Foun-
dation – Katara and the smart 
strategic partnerships with in-
ternational cultural institutions, 
and the membership of Qatar in 
the largest of these institutions, 
adding that the international 
conferences and forums hosted 
by the Qatar every year play a 
role in building bridges of hu-
man and civilised communica-
tion, such as The Doha Forum, 
which is hosted by the Ministry 
of Foreign Aff airs, the World 
Innovation Summit for Educa-
tion (WISE) and the World In-
novation Summit for Healthcare 
(WISH), which are organised by 
Qatar Foundation.

She pointed out that Qatar’s 
hosting of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 was the largest ex-
ample of integration and har-
mony between well-known tra-
ditional diplomacy, cultural and 
sports diplomacy, and added 
that Qatar succeeded in hosting 
the most successful World Cup 
in the history of football. (QNA)

HE Qatar’s Permanent Representative to the UN Sheikha Alya bint 
Ahmed bin Saif al-Thani.

Crucial diplomatic role of 
cultural institutions stressed

Participants in the Librar-
ies Lead Forum – Qatar 
National Library’s (QNL) 

annual forum for library pro-
fessionals – stressed the need 
to strengthen the diplomatic 
role of cultural institutions 
during the conclusion of the 
forum’s sessions.

Speaking to Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), Director of Re-
search and Learning Services 
at QNL Abeer al-Kuwari said 
the forum is an annual occasion 
that enhances communica-
tion among library specialists 
in Qatar and beyond, pointing 
out that the forum chose the 
theme of cultural institutions’ 
role, namely libraries, muse-
ums, archives, and exhibitions, 
in promoting cultural diplo-
macy, due to the emergence of 
cultural diplomacy as a type of 
soft power for states, in bring-
ing closer people of the world 
and in raising their multicul-
tural understanding.

She added that the forum 
concluded with the recom-
mendation of raising aware-
ness amongst state institutions 
and ministries of the impor-
tance of establishing a partner-
ship between public diplomacy 
and cultural diplomacy.

Al-Kuwari revealed that the 
forum chose next year’s theme 
to be on libraries and Artifi cial 
Intelligence.

President of the Arab Fed-
eration for Libraries and Infor-
mation Dr Nabhan al-Harrasi 
said at the conclusion of the 
forum that the Libraries Lead 
forum succeeded in bringing 
together library experts from 
around the world, to emphasise 
this year’s theme on the diplo-
matic role of cultural institu-
tions, which could serve as soft 
power in civilisational interac-
tions among states, noting that 
the presentations made during 
the Forum raised some recom-
mendations to promote the 
dissemination of the Arab cul-
ture abroad, and its integration 
with other cultures.

The second day of the forum 
saw a number of sessions, the 
most important of which was 
a seminar on “using culture 
to strengthen local, regional 
and international relations.” 
Librarians from Qatar and the 
region gave quick presenta-
tions on libraries as a motivat-
ing force.

QNL’s Eman al-Shammari 
presented a paper entitled 
‘National libraries as political 
catalysts’, and Sheikha Maryam 
al-Thani from Qatar University 

Library presented an interven-
tion entitled ‘Introducing li-
brary users to the history and 
heritage of Qatar.’ Sarah al-
Safadi presented a research 
paper under the title ‘Cultural 
institutions...a diplomatic 
tool in confronting extrem-
ism, ignorance and problems 
of relationship with the other,’ 
and Tasneem Dari of the Mu-
seum of Islamic Art presented 
a paper entitled ‘Refugees, 
brave Afghans tell their stories 
to the library of the Museum 
of Islamic Art’. Topics on the 
mechanisms of restitution of 
cultural heritage property and 
the diplomatic role of the Pal-
estinian National Library were 
also discussed. In an inaugural 
speech on Sunday, HE the Min-
ister of State and President of 
QNL Dr Hamad bin Abdulaziz 
al-Kawari said that there is an 
increasing need to strengthen 
the bonds of cultural diplo-
macy among the people of the 
world amid the fl uctuations the 
humanity is going through due 
to pandemics, diseases, natural 
disasters, wars and confl icts.

This has generated an in-
tense and strong desire among 
people to search for rapproche-
ment more than searching for 
diff erence, al-Kawari said, 
noting the essential role played 

by cultural institutions in being 
bridges of communication.

Al-Kawari also highlighted 
the manifestations of cul-
tural diplomacy represented in 
sports during Qatar’s hosting 
of the 2022 World Cup, with 
the Qatari culture being repre-
sented in museums, galleries, 
historical facilities, libraries, 
local customs and traditions.

Al-Kuwari discussed QNL’s 
eff orts and its diplomatic initi-
atives as an ambassador of Arab 
culture in international cultur-
al forums, and its use of cul-
tural diplomacy tools to build 
bridges of communication with 
other cultural institutions, 
whether in the Arab world or 
globally, the most important 
of which was QNL’s exchange 
of books with national Arab 
libraries and the embassies of 
friendly and brotherly coun-
tries in Doha, collecting Arab 
and Islamic manuscripts and 
relocating them digitally.

 HE al-Kawari pointed to the 
success of the library in gaining 
the confi dence of the Interna-
tional Federation of Library 
Associations and Institutions 
(IFLA) to play the role of the 
IFLA regional centre for pre-
serving heritage materials, pre-
serving it in  Arab countries and 
the Middle East.(QNA)

World Water Day: ‘Accelerating 
Change’ a necessity to solve crisis

Countries of the world will 
celebrate today (March 
22), as the World Water 

Day for the year 2023.
This year’s theme is “Acceler-

ate Change” to solve the water 
and sanitation crisis, with the 
aim of raising awareness on all 
matters related to water and in-
spiring others to take the neces-
sary measures towards the most 
important challenges facing the 
population of the planet today, 
which is water scarcity, that 
comes as a result of natural and 
human causes and factors.

The main focus of this oc-
casion is to support Sustain-
able Development Goal (SDG) 
6, which stipulates the need to 
address the issue of water avail-
ability and sanitation facilities 
for all by 2030.

Dysfunction throughout the 
water cycle undermines progress 
on all major global issues, from 
health to hunger, gender equal-
ity to jobs, education to industry, 
and disasters to peace.

Access to water, sanitation 
and hygiene is a human right, but 
billions of people and countless 
schools, businesses, healthcare 
centres, farms, and factories still 
face daily challenges in accessing 
even the most basic services.

Qatar, along with the rest of 
the world, celebrates this oc-
casion, out of its awareness of 
the importance of water and 
the need to save it, rationalise 
its consumption and manage its 

resources in a way that achieves 
sustainability, especially since 
these aspirations are in line with 
Qatar National Vision 2030, 
which aims to transform the 
country by 2030 into a state ca-
pable of ensuring the continua-
tion of a decent life for its peo-
ple, generation after generation.

Qatar is also working to sus-
tain the provision of high-quali-
ty water services and is continu-
ally striving to upgrade them to 
the best levels while adhering 
to local, international health 
and safety standards, and this 
is implemented through a com-
prehensive strategy to achieve 
integrated and sustainable man-
agement of the country’s water 
resources and through the na-

tional programme, Tarsheed, 
which succeeded in reducing 
the water consumption rate per 
capita in the country by a large 
percentage.

Over the past years, Kahramaa 
has succeeded in meeting the 
increasing demand for water in 
the country, despite an annual 
increase in water consumption, 
and achieved its strategic goals 
by consolidating the water se-
curity in the state, increasing 
the capacity of the strategic 
water reserve, and raising the 
capacity of the water system 
to enable it to cope with severe 
emergencies, as the storage ca-
pacity was increased from 1,000 
to 2,400mn gallons, creating an 
increase of 140% in Kahramaa’s 

drinking water reserves. In 2022, 
Kahramaa launched the Na-
tional Water Control Center, 
after completing its renovation 
and development work, and 
announced establishing of the 
National Emergency Control 
Center.

This launching came within 
the framework of the long-term 
strategic plan 2030 of the cor-
poration, and to ensure the fl ow 
of water services at the highest 
levels. Kahramaa continued its 
achievements and successes in 
ensuring water security in Qatar 
through the completion of many 
projects and works to provide 
safe and healthy water to all resi-
dents.

The total annual water pro-
duction in Qatar reached 671mn 
cubic metres in 2022.

New water networks with a 
length of 151km were launched to 
improve the performance of the 
water network and connect new 
customers in response to high 
demand, urban expansion, and 
great economic renaissance tak-
ing place in the country.

In a message marking World 
Water Day, United Nations 
Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terres said that water is the life-
blood of our world, “but drop by 
drop, this precious lifeblood is 
being poisoned by pollution and 
drained by vampiric overuse, 
with water demand expected to 
exceed supply by 40% by dec-
ade’s end.” (QNA)

QNL picks ‘artificial intelligence’ as main theme for Libraries Lead 2024

Qatar National Library (QNL) 
announced that it will choose 
‘artificial intelligence’ as the 
main theme for its Libraries 
Lead forum 2024.
The selection of artificial 
intelligence for the next 
annual forum came during 
the conclusion of the QNL’s 
Libraries Lead 2023, held 
under the theme GLAMs and 
Cultural Diplomacy (GLAMs 
refers to galleries, libraries, 
archives and museums).
Speaking to Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), HE Minister of 
State and President of QNL Dr 
Hamad bin Abdulaziz al-Kuwari 
said choosing the topic of 
cultural diplomacy as a title 
for this year’s forum comes 
from the fact that culture in 
all its complex and multiple 

dimensions and aspects bring 
people and nations closer 
together, and that off icial and 
unoff icial cultural institutions 
in any country have an 
indispensable role in drawing 
the features of the cultural 
identity of this country. They 
play the role of ambassadors 
for communication, love and 
acquaintance among the 
people of the world.
His Excellency added that 
culture is synonymous with 

moral and social responsibility 
in internal, external, national 
and international policies, 
highlighting that the gateway 
to achieving the concept of 
safe coexistence based on 
peace comes only through 
culture. The firm belief proven 
by the cultural history of 
human relations is that the 
various aspects of culture is 
the easiest way to bring people 
and nations together, he said. 
(QNA)

Alecso offi  cial reveals plan to hold Arab forum on water scarcity

Director-General of the 
Arab League Educational, 
Cultural and Scientifi c 

Organisation (Alecso) Dr Mo-
hamed Ould Amar said that the 
organisation plans to organise 
an Arab forum on ‘water scarcity 
and control in semi-arid regions’ 
at the end of this year, calling for 
participation in this specialised 
forum to fi nd practical solutions 
to issues related to water shortage 
and scarcity.

During the annual ceremony 
of the Arab Scientifi c Commu-
nity Organisation to announce the 
winner of the organisation’s en-
couragement award for 2022, he 
added that the organisation’s fu-
ture action plan 2023-2028, which 
Alecso launched in implementing 
its fi rst tranche at the beginning 
of this year 2023, will take care of 
strengthening the role of scientifi c 
research and technological de-

velopment in Arab societies, de-
veloping and supporting science 
policies, scientifi c research and 
innovation, deepening the role of 
scientifi c and technological eth-
ics, benefi ting from applications 
of artifi cial intelligence technol-
ogy in the fi eld of agriculture and 
environmental protection, us-
ing big data analyses in the fi eld 
of environmental protection and 
achieving sustainable develop-
ment goals, publishing and ex-
changing ground observation data 
in Arab countries, interacting with 
research results and infl uencing 
environmental decision-making, 
and developing scientifi c publica-
tions in high-quality specialised 
journals.

He highlighted the role of the 
Tunis-based Alecso, which op-
erates under the umbrella of the 
Arab League, in promoting Arab, 
regional and international co-

operation in the fi elds of educa-
tion, culture, science, scientifi c 
research and joint Arab action, 

and supporting it to contribute 
to achieving comprehensive de-
velopment and facilitating com-

munication between regional and 
international partners.

President of the Doha-based 
Arab Scientifi c Community Or-
ganisation Dr Moza bint Mohamed 
al-Rabban explained that the gen-
eral objective of the award, which 
was organised in collaboration 
with Alecso, is to encourage young 
scientists in Arab research institu-
tions to direct their research and 
studies towards all that serves the 
localisation of science and build-
ing their own scientifi c traditions 
whether in basic sciences or ap-
plied sciences. 

In addition, it encourages ap-
plied research directed towards 
fi nding appropriate scientifi c so-
lutions to the problems affl  icting 
the Arab region, linking science 
and its results with reality, and en-
couraging building scientifi c com-
munication between scientists 
and society. (QNA)

A speaker at the annual ceremony of the Arab Scientific Community 
Organisation.



session of the Arab Poetry Day, which falls on March 21.
Maryam al-Hammadi, director of the Department of Culture and 
Arts at the Ministry of Culture, said that the ministry appreciates 
this well-deserved honour for the late Qatari poet, and for all 
Qatari writers and poets, and an opportunity to introduce Qatari 
creations at the Arab and international levels, off icial Qatar News 
Agency reported.

rice being stored at food store and carried out an inspection 
campaign.

Accordingly, 1,050kg of expired rice and lentils were found 
and a violation report was issued based on Law No 8 of 1990 
on the Regulation of Human Food Control.

The seized items were destroyed in co-operation with the 
General Cleanliness Department.

Meanwhile, the meat health unit at the section carried out 
earlier an awareness and inspection campaign targeting ve-
hicles that transport meat to shops and the slaughterhouse.

This was done to ensure that the mechanisms comply with 
the requirements for the safe transportation of meat.
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As part of its commitment to re-
duce the volume of waste sent to 
the landfi lls, Al Meera Consum-

er Goods Company has collaborated 
with Seashore Recycling and Sustain-
ability and launched the fi rst dedicated 
electronic waste (e-waste) recycling 
station in celebration of this year’s Glo-
bal Recycling Day.

The pilot project is in Al Meera Leg-
taifi ya branch parking lot, with plans to 
expand the project to other branches 
across the country.

The project is part of Al Meera’s on-
going sustainability initiatives to en-
sure that its operations and services 
are environment-friendly in line with 
its eff orts to translate the sustainability 
pillar of the Qatar National Vision 2030 
into action.

The e-waste recycling initiative will 

help reduce the hazardous eff ects on 
the environment.

In celebration of Global Recycling 
Day, Al Meera also rewarded its mem-
bers with fi ve times the usual Meera 
Rewards points when recycling during 
the weekend via any of their reverse 
vending machines across 20 branches.

As a result, customers recycled a to-
tal of 238,372 plastic bottles and alu-
minium cans and Al Meera has given 
away approximately QR24,000 worth 
of points.

Al Meera has initiated several cam-
paigns to spread awareness of the best 
green practices and the importance of 
environmental sustainability in line 
with its Corporate Social Responsibil-
ity strategy.

These include promoting reusable 
bags and green checkout counters in-

stead of single-use plastic bags, intro-
duction of reverse vending machines to 
recycle plastic bottles and aluminium 
cans, paper recycling, beach clean-ups 
with universities and government en-
tities, battery recycling initiative, and 
the award-winning campaign “The 
Truth Bottle” which raised awareness 
on excess water consumption.

The e-waste recycling station will 
accept all types of electronic waste, 
including but not limited to small and 
large appliances, computers and tele-
communication equipment, and medi-
cal devices.

The material collected is sorted out 
and categorised into groups such as 
glass, metals, plastics, aluminium, 
gold and silver, and forwarded to mar-
kets for use as raw materials in manu-
facturing processes.

Al Meera launches first 
e-waste recycling station

Hamad Medical Corporation 
(HMC) Dental Services hosted 
representatives from the Faculty 

of Dentistry at the Royal College of Sur-
geons in Ireland (RCSI) for a 5-day RCSI 
HMC Intensive MFD/Continuing Profes-
sional Development Review Course 2023 
for dentists and a RCSI HMC Intensive 
Course for Paediatric Dentistry Pro-
gramme.

The MFD (Membership of the Faculty 
of Dental Surgery) part 2 examination was 
also held by the following day.

The week-long course concluded with 
the graduation of participants and awards 
conferring ceremony for the 2021-2023 
batches that was attended by the gradu-
ates, their families, faculty, administra-
tors, and special guests.

HMC Dental Services chairman Dr 
Khalifa al-Ansari said that this was a spe-
cial occasion as it was the fi rst awards and 
graduation ceremony held after following 
the challenges of the coronavirus (Cov-
id-19) pandemic.

“I am extremely proud of all our grad-
uates who have demonstrated high com-
mitment and capability in managing 
their studies alongside work and home 
life,” he said. “The amazing achievement 
in their scholastic results is a testament 
to their abilities and the amazing fac-
ulty who have supported them along the 
way.”

Dr Abdullatif al-Khal, deputy chief 
medical director and director of medical 
education, received an honorary title as 
Fellow of the Faculty of Dentistry at the 
RCSI, in recognition of his leadership and 
support for the development of dentistry 
training programmes in Qatar.

During the ceremony, he was presented 
with the fellowship certifi cate.

Special recognition also went to HMC 
chief medical offi  cer Dr Abdulla al-Ansari 
and former HMC Dental Services chair-
man Dr Ghanim al-Mannai for their con-
tributions.

The awards and graduation celebra-
tion saw the recognition of the Paedi-

atric Dentistry Diploma graduates, who 
achieved a 100% pass rate.

Prof John S Walsh, the immediate past 
dean of the RCSI’s Faculty of Dentistry 
and director of the post-graduate pae-
diatric programme in Qatar, pointed out: 
“We have 11 dentists who have gradu-
ated from the Royal College of Surgeons 
in Ireland, and we have a 100% success 

rate here, while the international success 
rate is about 53% – so that means that the 
candidates from Qatar are among the best 
in the world.”

The internationally accredited post-
graduate dental education programme 
off ered by the HMC in collaboration with 
the RCSI is in line with the guidelines of 
Qatar’s National Oral Health Strategy.

HMC, RCSI Faculty of 
Dentistry stage awards, 
graduation celebrations

Dr al-Khal receiving the certificate and award recognising him as a Fellow of the 
Faculty of Dentistry at the RCSI.

Following the launch of the 
One Tide Industry Coali-
tion by the Supreme Com-

mittee for Delivery & Legacy (SC) 
and the Ministry of Environment 
and Climate Change (MoECC), 
the body held its fi rst workshop 
at Al Thumama Stadium recent-
ly.

The event was aimed at trans-
lating the endorsements and 
commitments made at the launch 
in December 2022 – during the 
FIFA World Cup – into a tangi-
ble action plan towards the goal 
of plastic diversion from landfi ll 
and a circular economy in Qatar.

Attendees, who included rep-
resentatives of local, regional 
and global organisations, learned 
more on recycling, renewable 
materials and diverting waste 
from landfi ll during presenta-
tions from the SC, MoECC and 
coalition members.

A summary of best practices 

and group workshops were also 
held.

The one-day workshop pro-
posed a number of solutions to 
address challenges related to 
plastic waste management.

By the end of the session, a 
high-level project plan was im-
plemented to encourage stake-
holders to adopt sustainable 
consumption and production 
practices.

“The coalition brings together 
experts from across the fi eld of 

sustainability and is an example 
of the strong legacy that Qatar 
2022 will have in this area,” said 
SC sustainability executive di-
rector Bodour al-Meer. “Our 
meeting strengthened this net-
work and looked at ways we can 
utilise a circular economy.”

“We are committed to ad-
dressing the impact of climate 
change on Qatar in light of the 
urban, economic and social 
progress being witnessed by our 
country,” said MoECC head of 

sustainable practices Mohamed 
al-Badr. “Circular economies 
enable us to conserve resources 
and preserve our environment 
for future generations.”

The One Tide Industry Coali-
tion aims to leverage Qatar’s suc-
cessful hosting of the FIFA World 
Cup to promote awareness and 
positive environmental actions 
to support the local economy.

Its members include Seashore, 
Averda, Baladna, Al Rayyan Wa-
ter, Twyla, Modern Cleaning 

and Trading MCC, APEX Waste 
Management, the Coca-Cola 
Company – Al Ahlia Beverages, 
Doha Plastics, Jama Plastics, 
Polytech Plastics, UFPP Plastic, 
Al Meera, Carrefour, Lulu, P&G, 
Pepsi, Unilever, and Nestle Mid-
dle East FZE.

Launched by the SC in March 
2022 and delivered by Seven 
Clean Seas, One Tide is a pro-
gramme that raises awareness 
and engagement on the issue of 
plastic pollution in Qatar.

SC, MoECC hold fi rst One Tide Industry Coalition workshop
Al Thumama 
Stadium 
gathering 
follows group 
launch during 
Qatar 2022

Participants of the workshop.

Personnel from Al Wakra 
Municipality’s Health 
Control Section acted 

upon a complaint of rotten 

1,050kg of 
expired 
rice, lentils 
seized and 
destroyed

Qatar Museums (QM) has announced the 
launch of its Spring Internship Programme, 
an ongoing initiative that provides oppor-

tunities to university students, recent graduates, 
and members of the community.

The programme is aimed at enhancing the train-
ees’ skills and broadening their work horizons by 
matching their skills with institutional and labour 
market needs.

The trainees will gain practical professional 
experience, learn about various career paths, and 
enhance their work skills such as discipline, time 
management, and co-operation with competen-
cies from diverse cultural backgrounds.

This programme also provides opportunities to 
network within the fi eld.

Jabr Mohammed al-Nuaimi, the acting director 
of Human Resources and director of the Procure-

ment Department, said: “We encourage qualifi ed 
candidates to apply before the deadline of April 6.”

Over the course of the programme, trainees will 
be exposed to the world of arts and culture, be in-
volved in working on many projects, and be com-
mitted to performing tasks on specifi c dates.

They will also receive ongoing support from 
mentors and management team members.

The programme is fl exible, allowing trainees to 
work on a regular or mixed basis, depending on job 
requirements.

The internship programme will take place over a 
period of 1-6 months.

University students, recent graduates, and com-
munity members aged 18 and above can apply to 
the programme via the Qatar Museums website: 
https://qm.org.qa/en/about-us/careers-and-op-
portunities/internships/

Qatar Museums launches Spring 
2023 internship programme

Doha Municipality action 
against improper food 
preparation, storage

Doha Municipality has taken action against an individual 
found preparing and storing food items improperly.

The off ender was spotted while a house at Madinat 
Khalifa North was being vacated to implement an administra-
tive decision regarding Law No 15 of 2010 on the Prohibition of 
Workers Camps within Family Residential Areas.

A violation report was issued and the person referred to the 
security entities concerned.

Since February this year, Doha Municipality has evacuated 27 
buildings, cut electricity supply to 34 buildings, and spotted 36 
unregulated storehouses inside residential areas, in addition to 
detecting four vehicle parking areas converted into food outlets.

The campaign to evacuate the illegal workers camps will con-
tinue until the targets are achieved.

NCCCR to extend social, 
psychological support for 
cancer patients, families

The National Centre for Cancer Care and Research (NCCCR), 
under Hamad Medical Corporation (HMC), is set to extend 
psycho-social support for cancer patients and their families.

An offi  cial source with the HMC told local Arabic daily Arrayah that 
the centre has adopted the psychological oncology model as part of a 
range of support services needed for cancer patients.

“Since the cancer diagnosis may be a challenge for patients and 
their families, the psycho-social oncology model for comprehensive 
care has been adopted by the psychotherapy unit,” the source said. 
“This model provides an open platform to support patients and their 
families to promote healthy coping or coping strategies and psycho-
logical resilience.”

The new model ensures that each patient receives high-quality in-
dividual care to help him overcome the many challenges that cancer 
brings while addressing other emotional, personal and family prob-
lems along with matters.

“For patients and their families, cancer is a journey full of chal-
lenges that requires the assistance and contributions of various pro-
fessionals, including mental health professionals,” he said.

Alecso celebrates Poetry Day

The Arab League 
Educational, Cultural and 
Scientific Organisation 
(Alecso) honoured yesterday 
the late Qatari poet Sheikh 
Ali bin Saud al-Thani, the 
Tunisian poet Adam Fathi, 
and the late Iraqi poet Nazik 
al-Malaika, on the occasion 
of the celebration of the 9th 

Alecso headquarters in Tunis

‘New visa rules spur 
Qatar-Saudi travel’
From Page 1

Similarly, Anshad Ebrahim, 
general manager of Akbar Travels 
of India, said Saudi Arabia’s new 
tourist visa policy is expected to 
create a positive impact on Qa-
tar’s tourism industry, as well.

“This is a great opportunity 
considering the fact that now 
people can travel

to Qatar on a visit visa and 
then avail of a tourist visa to 
travel to Saudi Arabia if

they are accompanied by a Qa-
tar RP holder. This is a great ini-
tiative to promote both Qatar and 
Saudi Arabia,” he pointed out.

Ebrahim said, “Saudi Arabia is 
a land of diversity both in cultures 
and landscapes. People can enjoy 
the best of both worlds. They can 
enjoy the summer, the craggy

mountains, and dense forests 
in Abba and Taif, as well as the 
beautiful beaches in Jeddah, Al 
Khobar, Dammam, and Jubail, 
among other destinations.”

Citing the company’s offi  ces 
in Qatar, India, and other in-
ternational locations, Ebrahim 
noted that several regional air-
lines have increased capacity 
into many cities in Saudi Arabia, 
giving travel agents the oppor-
tunity to off er many options to 
travellers.

“With the current travel 
trends and Saudi Arabia be-
ing largely untapped, this news 

is creating interest among avid 
travelers within the GCC, as well 
as India,” Ebrahim noted, adding 
that the company is anticipat-
ing catering to MICE (meetings, 
incentives, conferences and ex-
hibitions) movements to Saudi 
Arabia,” he added.

Anshad Ebrahim, general manager 
of Akbar Travels of India.

Tawfeeq Travel Group CEO 
Rehan Ali Syed.
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Rally champion Nasser al-Attiyah is 
QRCS humanitarian ambassador
Qatar Red Crescent Society 

(QRCS) yesterday signed an agree-

ment with Nasser Saleh al-Attiyah, 

announcing the world-level Qatari 

rally driver and Skeet shooter as a 

humanitarian ambassador.

Pursuing the common goals 

of sports and humanitarian 

action, this partnership is aimed 

at advocating major social and 

humanitarian causes; promoting 

humanitarianism, community 

service, and volunteerism; and 

mobilising support for QRCS’s hu-

manitarian activities both locally 

and internationally.

Among his numerous champion-

ships, al-Attiyah is a five-time win-

ner of the Dakar Rally, and he won 

a bronze medal for skeet shooting 

in the London 2012 Olympics. 

With his exceptional motivation 

and inspiring personality, he has 

become an icon of Qatari sports 

and a role model for youth.

“It is my honour to be a QRCS 

humanitarian ambassador, 

supporting its humanitarian 

operations in Qatar and all over 

the world,” said al-Attiyah. “As 

athletes, it is our duty to stand 

hand-in-hand with you, offering 

as much as we can for nothing 

in return. It is a message that 

we would like to convey to the 

public. Everyone would wish to 

be part of your team, helping 

people in emergencies”.

Faisal Mohamed al-Emadi, act-

ing secretary-general of QRCS, 

commented: “Welcome Nasser 

al-Attiyah as a new member of the 

QRCS family. When we contacted 

you on a short notice, you did not 

hesitate to accept our request. 

Thank you! You are expected 

to actively contribute to QRCS’s 

45-year humanitarian legacy as a 

leading organisation that is part 

of the International Red Cross and 

Red Crescent Movement. Let’s 

embrace the slogan ‘Humanity 

First’”.

QC delivers Eid Charity-funded aid 
to quake survivors in northern Syria

Qatar Charity (QC) has 
started to deliver a new 
batch of urgent relief as-

sistance to those aff ected by the 
earthquake in northern Syria.

The aid funded by Eid Char-
ity is expected to benefi t 5,750 
people in northwestern Syria. 
This is part of QC’s continuous 
eff orts to contribute to meeting 
the basic needs of the earth-
quake victims. 

The aid, worth QR2mn, in-
cludes the installation and 
equipping of 1,150 shelter tents 
and the provision of primary 
shelter materials, which com-
prise mattresses, blankets, fire 
extinguishers, and first aid 
kits.

QC emphasised the impor-
tance of co-operation and con-
certed eff orts to respond to hu-
manitarian crises.

It stated that the co-opera-
tion with Eid Charity came as 
an extension of the strategic 
partnership between both or-
ganisations, and joint response 
from both to the great damage 
infl icted on Syrian whose suf-

fering doubled after the earth-
quake.

QC noted that it seeks through 
this project to protect children 
and families, mitigate the damage 
to them, provide them with psy-
chological support, and ensure 
their safety and security. 

Eid Charity stated that it ex-
tended a helping hand to those 
aff ected by the earthquake in 
northern Syria, in co-operation 
with one of its most impor-
tant strategic partners, which 
is QC, based on its humanitar-
ian and pioneering role towards 
the international community 
around the world. It indicated 
that relief assistance of all kinds 
come within the framework of 
its most important priorities to 
help the aff ected, the displaced, 
and refugees. 

Eid Charity pledged more 
strategic cooperation with 
QC through several important 
humanitarian projects to con-
tribute to achieving the Qa-
tar National Vision 2030 and 
the Sustainable Development 
Goals.

QCDC trains practitioners on supported 

employment for people with disabilities

Qatar Foundation’s Qa-
tar Career Development 
Center (QCDC) success-

fully conducted the Supported 
Employment Training Pro-
gramme: Soft Skills from March 
5-9. 

The programme, aimed at en-
hancing career guidance serv-
ices provision for students with 
mild and moderate learning 
challenges, was based on adapt-
ing international best practices 
in the fi eld to the local context.

It was divided into three main 
pillars: enhancing career guid-
ance provision, promoting an 
inclusive employment culture, 
and mobilising key stakeholders 
to bring meaningful employ-
ment opportunities for people 
with disabilities, particularly 
those aff ected by neurodiverse 
and cognitive conditions; ag-
gregated into various training 
modules and workshops.

Professionals from vari-
ous sectors participated in 
the programme, including 
school counsellors, parents, 
social partners, industry part-
ners, employers, managers, job 
coaches, teachers and family 
members of neurodiverse youth.

The programme aimed to 
train participants on various 
soft skills related to employ-
ment, including hidden cur-
riculums, social skills, stress 
management, self-awareness, 
self-management, communica-
tion, self-regulation and self-
advocacy.

The programme was facili-
tated by two internationally 

recognised experts in supported 
employment for people with 
disabilities, Dr Stephen Shore 
and Dr Robert Naseef. 

Dr Shore, a professor at Adel-
phi University, specialises in 
matching best practice to the 
needs of people with autism. Dr 
Naseef, a psychologist with over 
30 years of experience, special-
ises in families of children with 
disabilities.

Upon the conclusion of the 
programme’s activities, Abdulla 
al-Mansoori, director of QCDC, 
said: “I am delighted by the suc-
cess of the Supported Employ-
ment Training Programme, the 
turnout and participation were 

beyond our expectations. We 
have a responsibility to ensure 
that everyone has equal access 
to career development oppor-
tunities, regardless of any dis-
abilities or cognitive conditions 
they may have.”

“We are particularly proud 
of this programme that we 
have put together to enable 
practitioners and teachers 
in providing the best possi-
ble assistance to people with 
disabilities. The programme 
provided them with tailored 
training and support to help 
them overcome any challenges 
they may face in reaching out 
to their students. It also helps 

us to localise the immense ex-
pertise provided by our guests 
by transferring them to our 
professionals,” al-Mansoori 
added.

At the conclusion of the pro-
gramme, each participant re-
ceived a certifi cate of completion 
that acknowledges their appre-
ciated participation, in addition 
to copies of all the educational 
materials provided and covered 
during classes, to ensure they are 
able to carry on with this enrich-
ing experience and transfer it in 
turn to their immediate circles, 
towards the overall improvement 
of our career guidance and devel-
opment capabilities.

The programme aimed to train participants on various soft skills related to employment.

Regional acclaim for QCDC’s research paper

Qatar Career Development 
Centre (QCDC), member 
of Qatar Foundation for 

Education, Science, and Com-
munity Development (QF), par-
ticipated in the 2023 Arab Ca-
reer Development Conference 
(ACDC), held from February 27 to 
March 1 in Aswan, Egypt.

During the conference, the 
centre’s delegation presented a 
research paper, highlighting Qa-
tar’s leading capabilities in the 
fi eld of career guidance and de-
velopment, to a group of senior 
experts and specialists from all 
over the Arab world. 

The conference’s workshops, 
numbering over 30, provided the 
delegation with a unique plat-
form to exchange experiences 
and knowledge related to the fi eld 
of career development, discuss 
international best practices, and 
explore ways to develop and coor-
dinate career development eff orts 
across the Arab world, among the 
1,000 expert attendants and rep-
resentatives of 42 governmental 
and non-governmental entities 
from across 12 Arab countries

QCDC’s participation in the 
conference is a testament to the 
centre’s commitment to promot-
ing career development and fos-
tering an inclusive employment 
culture in Qatar, a press state-
ment notes. 

Saad al-Kharji, Career Pro-
grammes & Services manager at 

QCDC, presented a case study 
titled ‘Enhancing the Inclusion of 
People with Disabilities in Qatar’s 
Labour Market: A Case Study’, 
which reviewed the intensive ef-
forts made by the centre to pro-
mote an inclusive employment 
culture in Qatar, the successes 
they have achieved, and the chal-
lenges still facing this endeavour.

The centre has long provided 
inclusive career development 
services, with facilitated ac-
cess for people with disabilities, 
through the ‘Inclusive Career 
Development Initiatives’ cluster, 
which represents a qualitative 
leap in the fi eld of career develop-
ment for people with disabilities.

Al-Kharji also discussed trans-
ferring the knowledge and experi-
ence behind these programmes to 
the wider region and applying them 
within bespoke Arab contexts.

“Our participation in this 
prestigious event was an op-
portunity to represent Qatar on 
an international platform and 
showcase the country’s achieve-
ments in promoting inclusivity in 
career development, and we were 
proud to present our successful 
initiatives in this regard. We be-
lieve that by collaborating with 
other stakeholders in the region, 
we can continue to promote posi-
tive change in the labour market 
and create more opportunities for 
all individuals to reach their full 
potential,” said Abdulla al-Man-
soori, director of QCDC.

Ahmad Kamal, president of the 
Arab Career Development Con-
ference, said: “Considering that 
this conference was organised to 
be a bridge between Arab career 
development experts and practi-
tioners, I can confi dently say that 

QCDC’s participation was crucial 
to the success of the conference. 
We were delighted to know more 
about career development in-
clusivity eff orts in Qatar, and the 
career development landscape in 
general. The insightful case study 
presented by QCDC’s delegation 
warrants deep refl ection on their 
experience, and how it can enrich 
career development in the whole 
region.”

QCDC’s representatives were 
accompanied by a delegate of the 
Civil Service and Government 
Development Bureau. 

Dhabya al-Buainain, director 
of Nomination and Replacement, 
gave a presentation that dis-
cussed the bureau’s eff orts in pro-
viding career guidance and devel-
opment for job seekers through 
the national e-recruitment portal 
(Kawader).

From QCDC’s participation in the conference.

Lusail University launches LU Press
QNA
Doha

Lusail University (LU) yes-
terday announced the 
launch of LU Press, a move 

seeking to publish specialised, 
teaching and reference books and 
scientifi c journals as a link be-
tween authors and readers across 
various fi elds of knowledge to 
advance and enrich the global 
conversation.

The publications will come out 
in paper, digital, audio and open 
access formats and in line with 
the needs of people with visual 
impairments, the university said.

Speaking to Qatar News Agen-
cy (QNA), Dean of LU, Prof Nith-
am Hindi, said the move comes in 
line with the LU’s strategic plan, 
which aims to enhance the cul-
ture of scientifi c research, high-
lighting that its mission is based 
on providing a stimulating envi-

ronment for scientifi c research 
and knowledge production that 
contributes to sustainable devel-
opment, and promotes service 
and community building.

With most publications avail-
able today being concerned with 
Arab and foreign law, the new 
project will start with publications 
(paper books and e-books) related 
to Qatari law, Prof Hindi said.

Most of the House’s books will 
be available in Arabic, and the 
most important English books 
will be translated into Arabic to 
off er a true benefi t for the soci-
ety, he added.

Director of Publications and 
Artistic Works Department at 
the Ministry of Culture, Mubarak 
bin Abdullah al-Khalifa, hailed 
the move as a distinguished ini-
tiative in elevating the cultural 
activity in Qatar, noting the min-
istry’s support and welcome of 
various initiatives that promote 
cultural activity.

LU’s launching of the pub-
lishing house with the aim of 
enhancing the knowledge and 
cultural aspects of the concerned 
groups are highly appreciated, 
al-Khalifa said.

Director of LU Press, Dr Muri-
elle El Hajj Nahas, said the house 
will off er a large-scale publi-
cation of the LU staff ’s papers, 
highlighting the House’s policies 
that ensure the accuracy and au-
thenticity of scientifi c publica-
tions and journals.

The LU Press will also trans-
late scientifi c research published 
in Arabic into English, so that it 
can be recognised globally, Dr 
Nahas said.

She added that the House will 
contribute eff ectively to high-
lighting the distinction of Qatari 
and Arab culture, by publishing 
academic works on Qatar and the 
region, highlighting the debut 
textbook entitled Introduction to 
Qatari Law. 

Doha Debates launches Arabic-language podcast
Qatar Foundation’s (QF) Doha Debates has released 

its first Arabic-language podcast, Lana, which ex-

plores timely issues impacting young Arabs.

Doha-based journalist Rawaa Augé hosts the podcast, 

produced in partnership with the Amman-based  

podcasting company Sowt. 

Lana - the Arabic word for ‘Ours’ - features young 

Arabic speakers who represent diff erent sides of an 

issue, but are committed to listening to one another 

and engaging in open, thoughtful dialogue.

During the podcast’s first season, guests will discuss 

contemporary issues such as ‘cancel culture’ and 

beauty standards, as well as long-standing challenges 

such as immigration and work. 

The podcast’s launch event on March 18 took place 

at the TEDinArabic summit, organised through a 

partnership between TED and QF. 

Lana is hosted by Rawaa Augé, a news anchor, 

producer, moderator, and digital content host at Al 

Jazeera Media Network.

Augé hosted and executive-produced 70 episodes of 

the award-winning show Bekasretaa (which means 

Women’s Voices) for Al Jazeera Arabic TV from 2019-

2021. 

The inaugural episode of Lana explores the use and 

value of online debate. Other episodes in the first 

season address the evolution of the Arabic language, 

mental health issues aff ecting younger generations 

and the complex topic of immigration and asylum.

Doha Debates’ managing director Amjad Atallah 

said: “We’ve been able to create a number of spaces 

for people with diverse viewpoints to seek common 

ground despite their diff erences. We’ve found an 

excellent partner in Sowt for our first Arabic-language 

podcast, and we’re confident that it will create a 

similar space for Arab youth to engage in the kind of 

constructive dialogue that leads to social change.”

Ramsey Tesdell, CEO of Sowt, added: “Sowt’s goal has 

always been to create thought-provoking, intellectual 

and engaging content. When we started speaking 

with Doha Debates about a podcast, it was clear that 

we are closely aligned on this goal.”
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Computer scientist, academic, 
researcher, keen squash player, 
doting husband and father. Professor 
Rachid Benlamri, vice-president of 
the University of Doha for Science 
and Technology (UDST) is a multi-
faceted researcher and a distinguished 
academic administrator who has left 
an indelible mark on all the positions 
he has held and the diff erent roles he 
has played, endowed with resourceful 
enthusiasm and abundant energy to 
lead younger generations to push 
boundaries to even greater heights.
Gulf Times met with Prof Benlamri, a 
well-versed academic with a passion 
for sports who discovered the virtues 
of leadership, good organisation and 
time management at a young age 
during scouts’ camps. 
He says: “I strongly believe that 
success starts from a young age, a 
number of characteristics shaped 
my life and made me successful. 
Resiliency, creativity, optimism and 
sociability. I see them as a must for any 
youth in order to be successful. 
“I was lucky to join the boy scouts, 
the school of life, and this made me 
work hard, be at the top of my class. 
I got my BSc in Computer Science 
from the University of Constantine in 
Algeria. I was top of my class, this got 
me a scholarship to study at one of 
the top schools in computer science, 
Manchester University, where the 
world’s first stored program digital 
computer was designed and built 
by the late Tom Kilburn and Freddie 
Williams.
“I was fortunate to be in the research 

group of one of the leaders in 
computer science, professor David 
Aspinall, who worked under the 
supervision of Tom Kilburn and 
designed the fastest computer in the 
world in 1962, namely Atlas Computer. 
“Being there gave me the opportunity 
to get an international experience, to 
work with scholars and leaders who 
made the first footprints in computer 
science. This gave me the extra mile 
to innovate, and to be with the big 
players in this field.”
Prof Benlamri has previously held 
academic and leadership positions in 
the UAE for 25 years, and transformed 
a number of small institutions into big 
ones. 
“The unique turning point in my life 
was when I joined the UAE University 
in 1996, as the head of the computer 
science department.”
This mindset has always accompanied 

Professor Benlamri. He contributed 
to academia in Canada for 16 years, 
mainly in research, “where I built 
research centres in the health 
informatics sector, computing 
and healthcare, developing smart 
healthcare systems using AI, IoT and 
knowledge engineering to address 
crucial healthcare challenges; thus 
impacting the health of people and 
programs that are still used in the 
healthcare system in Canada.” 
This enhanced his international 
experience after working as an 
academic in Algeria, a researcher in 
the UK, along with the UAE know-
how, to give him a rich experience 
and a diff erent approach to 
understand challenges and work 
from the experience he gained. This 
consequently impacted his joining of 
College of the North Atlantic - Qatar, 
which is now UDST. He sees this as 

“a lifetime opportunity in terms of 
joining a technical college that was 
in the transition of becoming the 
first national applied science and 
technology university in Qatar.”
Talking about the last one-and-a-half 
years of being here, Prof Benlamri 
said: “We made a fantastic transition. 
We are also making our partners very 
active in the delivery of our technical 
programmes that address Qatar’s 
needs, which are aligned with the 
strategic goals of Qatar National Vision 
2030. These are a very good fit for the 
needs of the industry, with which we 
create very close relationships to be 
unique in this area.”
He stressed that “the mindset about 
applied science institutions has 
completely changed. The world is 
about jobs now - startups, creating 
new industries; therefore, technical 
skills, competencies, innovation, 
leadership and being sustainable in 
your way of thinking are the major 
drivers of the landscape in education 
in the future. We are witnessing an era 
where many big companies are falling 
down. The leading ones in terms of job 
creators are the companies who were 
not here five or 10 years ago, such as 
Snapchat, Instagram, Twitter, TikTok, 
Google, Amazon, etc. These are the 
main players of the future industries. 
“In the knowledge economy, students 
equipped with leadership skills, soft 
skills and professional competencies 
are the main assets for developing 
and accelerating the building of a new 
wealth for our nations.”
Prof Benlamri said he is grateful to 
“the presidents of universities I worked 
with, who shaped my life and provided 
me with opportunities to take up 
new leadership positions and make 

a change. In Canada, I worked with 
president Brian Stevenson, I built many 
projects there. In Qatar, I am fortunate 
to work with Dr Salem Al-Naemi, who 
has an inspirational vision for applied 
education and long, rich experience in 
industry. We met the challenges and 
put large perspectives for UDST, set 
high goals for it and made progress in 
this big project.”
The UDST vice-president is of the view 
that applied research is a major driver: 
“We promote STEM/STEAM education 
building on our legacy of 20 years 
of TVET (Technical and Vocational 
Education and Training) excellence. 
We strongly believe that there are 
many new creative industries that 
mix arts with technology, especially 
in the media, digital communications, 
and artistic production, where we 
can lead and be unique. We try to 
inspire our youth that the future 
jobs are vocational, professional, 
and the challenge of the future is 
to be able to compete, get a job, 
and make a change. We strongly 
believe that digital technologies - AI, 
IoT, Cloud computing, data science, 
cybersecurity and 5G+ - are the major 
enablers of change in the future, in 
industry, and they are also vital to 
support the healthcare system and 
its sustainability. That’s what we are 
teaching our students at UDST.”
Prof Benlamri grew up in Constantine, 
Algeria, and talked about his hobby 
and family. “My favourite sports are 
squash and swimming. I have been 
raised in a family of nine kids, I am 
the middle one, my grandfather was 
an entrepreneur, and he owned a 
successful construction company in 
the east of Algeria, Constantine. My 
father took over from him after being 

a teacher and went into business. That 
is why I am inspired about achieving 
and not shunning challenges. We 
are a typical middle-class family who 
values culture, and our Islamic values. 
I am also a young grandpa. I have two 
successful daughters, we gave them all 
the support. 
“One is a doctor, a neo-natal specialist 
at the University of Calgary, and the 
second specialised in mental health 
and works at a hospital in Ottawa, 
Canada. They were raised in the Gulf 
and then went for higher education to 
Canada. We nurtured them well and 
they are very successful. They follow 
the footpaths of their parents, I am 
very proud of them.”
He also reflected on the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022. “I think the World 
Cup has been a worldwide lesson, 
and brought about a change in 
mindsets the world over. Many of 
the de facto western perceptions 
in general towards the Arab and 
Muslim world have changed because 
of what was witnessed during the 
World Cup - the ability to run a mega 
project with excellence, and people 
in our region have the leadership 
and are able to run such a scale 
project in all its aspects. Also, the 
cultural perspective, that this part of 
the world is a very safe place. Those 
who came here experienced a very 
social and friendly atmosphere, and 
discovered the real Islamic values, 
a safe and hospitable society and a 
wealthy nation. 
“From our perspective, making Qatar 
a regional educational hub and to 
promote study in Qatar, where we 
provide education, empower youth 
to make a change, and a very safe 
student life.”

Digital technologies major enablers of Digital technologies major enablers of 
change in future: UDST vice-presidentchange in future: UDST vice-president

Professor Rachid Benlamri

Doha Bank has signed an 
agreement with Bank Al 
Habib, which is one of the 
leading commercial banks in 
Pakistan, to support the online 
electronic funds transfer from 
Doha Bank to Pakistan.
The agreement was recently 
signed in Doha by Gudni 
Stiholt Adalsteinsson, acting 
chief executive off icer and 
chief treasury and investment 
off icer and Qamber Ali, 
Divisional Head – Business 
Development Bank Al Habib.
Highlighting the presence 
of Pakistani community in 
Qatar, Adalsteinsson said 
that Doha Bank is committed 
to serve the non-residents 
from Pakistan and this tie 
up will benefit the Pakistani 
community in Qatar.
Bank Al Habib has a network 
of more than 1,080 branches 
and sub-branches in 438 cities 
across Pakistan.
“Bank Al Habib continues to 

play a vital role in routing 
remittances through banking 
channels and feels immense 
pleasure to provide our 
services in collaboration with 
Doha Bank. These services 
will be off ered free of charge 
for customers under Pakistan 
remittance initiative scheme,” 
Ali said.
Sheikh Abdulrahman Fahad 
al-Thani, deputy chief executive 

off icer and Braik Ali H S al-Marri, 
chief retail banking off icer, were 
present at the occasion for the 
signing ceremony.
Al-Mari mentioned that 
this tie up is addition to the 
arrangements in place for 
Indian, Filipinos, Sri Lankans 
and Egyptian residents in 
Qatar to remit funds in a 
secure and cost-eff ective 
manner.

Doha Bank partners with Bank Doha Bank partners with Bank 
Al Habib for money transferAl Habib for money transfer

Doha Bank and Bank Al Habib off icials after inking the pact.

QRDI concludes 3rd edition 
of Corporate Innovation 
Leaders Programme
Qatar Research, Develop-

ment and Innovation 
(QRDI) Council success-

fully concluded its third edition 
of the Corporate Innovation 
Leaders Programme, recently. 

Launched last year, the pro-
gramme is considered one of the 
council’s main initiatives in sup-
porting the QRDI 2030 strategy 
of enhancing the country’s in-
novation ecosystem.

Omar Ali al-Ansari, secre-
tary-general of the QRDI Coun-
cil, explained: “Through the 
Corporate Innovation Leaders 
Programme, we are witnessing 
a positive impact on the par-
ticipating companies, as they are 
gaining practical knowledge and 
skills in the areas of innovation 
and competitiveness. The suc-
cess of this programme refl ects 
our commitment to support-
ing Qatar’s vision of becoming a 
knowledge-based economy that 
prioritises innovation.”

The four-day workshop, led 
by QRDI Council in partnership 
with the leading Silicon Valley 
Accelerator, Alchemist, aims to 
support and empower large local 
enterprises (LLEs) in Qatar that 
seek innovation to drive busi-
ness growth, competitiveness, 
and productivity.

It brings together leaders from 
enterprises in critical sectors 
across Qatar to fi nd out how to 
be champions of innovation and 
create eff ective partnerships 
with innovative businesses. 

It is also an essential element 
of QRDI Council’s strategy to 
develop Qatar’s innovation eco-
system through capacity build-
ing and connecting key national 
entities with innovators to fur-
ther their operational and stra-
tegic goals.  

Mohamed al-Saqatri, direc-
tor, Service Operations at Meeza 
said: “As an IT and security serv-
ice provider, we have innovated 
for local companies in Qatar. We 
also provide machine learning 
and data, where we collect data 
to do reporting, dashboard and 
predict any issues that might 
occur in the future. Innovation is 
required to improve the society 
– where we use key technology 
that helps our society improve 
and our community to grow.”

David Luong, senior man-
ager from Hamad International 

Airport, stated: “Being able to 
connect our passengers with our 
airline company 24/7 is very im-
portant as innovation helps us to 
continue to improve our services 
for passengers and airline cus-
tomers.” 

Norman Pipitone, vice-pres-
ident, Continuous Improve-
ment and Transformation from 
Qatar Airways, commented: “I 
think innovation is always im-
portant. I believe it is a great 
moment now to kick it off  in a 
new way. Now is the moment 
where we are the number one 
airline in the world, and we 
want to keep improving our-
selves to remain the number one 
in the world.”

Nicolas Stephan, executive 
director of Es’hailSat, said: “I 
learned many techniques such 
as pitching and how to create 

a positive mindset towards in-
novation. I think that was the 
most important part that I’ve 
enjoyed – giving the tools to try 
and change the mindset of peo-
ple towards innovation.” 

Dr Mabrouk Ouederni, RDI 
manager at Qapco, noted: “We 
learned about the open plat-
form and new tools, as well as 
the partnerships that QRDI are 
doing to help the local industry. 
I think we will go back now and 
apply all these tools.”

Gwyn Balmes, senior manager 
at Gulf Warehousing Company, 
added: “Innovation is impor-
tant because it is one of the best 
tools to grow as a company. We 
learned about culture change 
and the mindset, including the 
use of tools on how we use and 
introduce innovation in our 
companies.”

The activities of the tree week at Al Shamal Municipality for the ninth season under the motto ‘Trees for generations’ will conclude today. 
A workshop and a lecture on the importance of trees are among the activities. A number of students took part in planting trees at the 
municipality garden. Al Wakra Municipality also continued its celebrations of the tree week with various related activities.

Tree week to conclude today

UDC launches tree-planting 
initiative at The Pearl Island

United Development Company (UDC), 
master developer of The Pearl and Gewan 
islands, has reaffi  rmed its commitment 

to practising the highest standards of global en-
vironmental sustainability by launching eco-
friendly initiatives in line with Qatar National 
Vision 2030 objectives represented in the Qatar 
National Strategy for the Environment and Cli-
mate Change.

In keeping with UDC’s development vision 
that emphasises environmental sustainability, 
UDC has stepped up its eff orts to make The Pearl 
Island a healthy and sustainable community for 
all residents and employees by launching a vari-
ety of environmental initiatives that contribute to 
environmental sustainability.

Among the most prominent initiatives 
launched by UDC recently is to plant trees for 
every new employee who joins the company and 
successively for every fi ve years spent at UDC.

The initiative aims to reduce carbon dioxide 
emissions in the air and maximise the island’s green 
spaces, which currently house 7,700 trees compen-
sating for almost 197 tonnes of carbon dioxide.

The initiative, which was launched in October 
2022 during Qatar Sustainability Week, reiterates 
UDC’s international commitment to the Paris 
Climate Change Agreement, which aims to re-
duce carbon emissions.

To set off  the initiative at The Pearl and Gewan 
islands, 600 diff erent trees were planted thus far 
with each new employee receiving a certifi cate 
recognising his or her tree planting and com-
memorating their joining the company in an eco-
friendly way. 

In partnership with the UN, the Green Organi-
sation has planted 160 trees as part of its global 
campaign to plant 1tn trees. 

UDC stressed that reducing carbon dioxide 
emissions is more eff ective than off setting them, 
which is key to achieving environmental sustain-
ability and preserving the environment for future 
generations. 

To achieve this, UDC urged individuals to prac-
tice sustainable solutions to the environment, 
such as turning off  lights and air conditioners 
after working hours, separating food waste, using 
reusable water bottles, limiting the use of non-
biodegradable plastic, and rationalising energy 
and water consumption.

UDC has also urged its staff  and residents at 
The Pearl Island to recycle waste as a daily habit, 
partake in recycling campaigns, tree planting, 
and use products of sustainable materials, with 
aim of protecting the planet.

UDC’s environmentally friendly practices con-
tinue inspiring The Pearl Island visitors, resi-
dents, and UDC staff  to work together towards 
accomplishing UDC’s vision of environmental 
sustainability and refl ecting eco-friendly values 
through facing climate change, increasing envi-
ronmental awareness, and preserving the island’s 
marine environment.



The world is becoming ac-
customed to the drip-drip 
of catastrophic headlines 
following each new climate-

driven disaster. Increasingly frequent 
and severe heatwaves are causing 
wildfi res in California and widespread 
coral die-off s in Australia. Unprec-
edented fl oods have wreaked havoc in 
Pakistan, Germany, China, and New 
Zealand. Drought in the Horn of Africa 
is causing famine for millions. And this 
list could go on.

The common element underlying 
all these cataclysms is water. From the 
forced shutdown of nuclear reactors 
in France to the heavy snowfall that 
covered large swaths of North America 
in December, or the recent cholera 
outbreak in Lebanon, we are witnessing 
the symptoms of a mounting global 
water crisis – either too much, too 
little, or too dirty.

Yet water remains mostly absent from 
global discussions. While concerns 
about the geopolitical order, climate 
change, and the Covid-19 pandemic have 
understandably been in the spotlight, 
water is rarely discussed outside the 
context of humanitarian responses to 
local, national, or transboundary fl oods 
or droughts. This is a major blind spot: 
In the World Economic Forum’s 2023 
Global Risks Report, nine of the ten 
biggest risks for the next decade have a 
water-related component.

For at least the last 5,000 years, 
human communities and civilisations 
have deliberately regulated water in 
order to survive. Even today, many 
people see water as a gift from God – 
or, in more secular terms, as a key part 
of a universal cycle that demands our 
respect and appreciation. However, 
in most places where water is 
“controlled” through dams and pipes, 
and made safe and available around 
the clock, we have come to take it for 
granted. And when concerns about 
access to safe water or exposure to 
extreme weather events are raised, 
they are generally ignored or treated as 
a low priority.

This apathy is no longer tenable. 
The injustices associated with 
water-driven disasters are growing, 
and the global water cycle itself is 
changing. Human freshwater use has 
exceeded blue-water capacity (rivers, 
lakes, and aquifers), creating huge 
risks for everyone and the planet’s 
ecosystems. Around 20% of global 
water consumption for irrigation now 
comes from overuse of groundwater 
sources, and about 10% of the world’s 
food trade comes from non-renewable 
groundwater.

Climate change is amplifying these 
challenges. Global warming increases 
demand for water as temperatures rise 
and as water requirements for food 
increase with the decline in relative air 
humidity. By 2070, two-thirds of the 
world’s land mass will experience a 
reduction in terrestrial water storage, 
and the land area subject to extreme 
hydrological droughts could more than 

double to 8%. Southwestern South 
America, Mediterranean Europe, and 
North Africa are all projected to suff er 
unprecedented and extreme drought 
conditions by 2050.

The UN 2023 Water Conference in 
March – the fi rst such gathering in 
almost a half-century – must mark 
a turning point in our relationship 
with water and the water cycle. Only 
by fundamentally re-examining our 
relationship with water, revaluing its 
many uses, and treating it as a local and 
global common good can we achieve a 
safe and just future.

As the lead experts at the Global 
Commission on the Economics of 
Water, we see three areas that require 
transformation. First, we must 
consider the entire water cycle and 
how it is connected with biodiversity, 
the climate, human well-being, and 
ecosystem health – all key factors 
in socioeconomic and ecological 
prosperity. That means “connecting 
the dots” and promoting resilient 
relationships between water and food, 
water and energy, and water and the 
environment.

Second, water and the water cycle 
must be governed as global common 
goods. The ongoing proliferation of 
water crises calls for a new economic 
framework based on a systems approach 
to the water cycle, societies, and 
economies. We must develop a better 
understanding of existing “lock-ins” 
(including property rights, bilateral 
treaties, and corruption) and other 
structural challenges that impede water 
reallocation for the common good.

Moreover, an inclusive 
interdisciplinary framework – with 
a portfolio of new instruments and 
metrics – is needed to manage the 
systemic risks associated with the water 
cycle and its alteration by humans. 
Creating such a framework must begin 
by acknowledging water’s central role 
in driving economic, sociocultural, and 
environmental change.

Lastly, we must bring everyone into 
the decision-making process – starting 
with marginalised communities – to 
develop new strategies for properly 
valuing water. When nature and 
freshwater are not valued in the 
marketplace, we still pay a price 
for their misuse, which increases 
dramatically when we cross planetary 
boundaries.

The UN 2023 Water Conference 
off ers a unique opportunity for the 
world to respond eff ectively to a 
critically important but neglected 
issue. Confronted with the world 
water crisis, we can either embark on a 
sustainable and just pathway or carry 
on with business as usual. The survival 
of human civilisation as we know 
it demands that we make the right 
choice. — Project Syndicate

 Quentin Grafton is Professor of 
Economics at the Crawford School of 
Public Policy at Australian National 
University.
 Joyeeta Gupta is a member of the 
Faculty of Social and Behavioural 
Sciences at the University of Amsterdam. 
 Aromar Revi is Director of the Indian 
Institute for Human Settlements.

Policymakers are racing to ease growth strains and a loss of confi dence 
in the global fi nancial system after the collapse of Silicon Valley Bank 
and as UBS Group agreed to buy Credit Suisse Group in a government-
brokered deal.

Over the weekend, the Federal Reserve and fi ve other central banks 
announced co-ordinated action to boost liquidity in US dollar swap 
arrangements.

Central banks opened spigots wide to keep the global fi nancial crisis 
of 2008 from triggering a depression, using low interest rates and other 
measures to try to stimulate business activity. 

They kept rates low for years in the face of a notably anaemic recovery, 
then opened the faucets again when the pandemic struck: The Fed cut 
interest rates back to near zero and didn’t raise them until March 2022.

It helped fuel a period of extraordinary growth in US fi nancial markets, 
save for the short, sharp pandemic drop in 2020. 

The US stock market rose more than 580% after the fi nancial crisis, 
accounting for price gains and dividend payments. 

It also led to a massive increase in debt taken on by companies and 
countries. 

From 2007 to 2020, government debt as a share of gross domestic 
product globally jumped to 98% from 58%, and non-fi nancial corporate 
debt as a share of GDP surged to 97% from 77%, according to data 
compiled by Ed Altman, professor emeritus of fi nance at New York 
University’s Stern School of Business. 

The unparalleled era of easy 
money came to a screeching halt 
in 2022, as central banks shifted 
gears to subdue infl ation: The 
Fed raised its benchmark rate 
from near zero to 4% in a mere 
six months. 

That speed led to worries that 
something in the fi nancial system 
would break, as the tightening of 
credit revealed previously hidden 
vulnerabilities. 

Those fears seemed to 
materialise in the failure of two 
US banks, and the buyout of 
global giant Credit Suisse.

The market turmoil that 
followed raised questions of 
whether chastened banks would 
pull back on lending in a way 
that could tip economies into 
recession. 

It also left the Fed facing even greater diffi  culties in balancing its 
infl ation fi ght against the damage aggressive monetary policy can cause. 

Lending rules were tightened after the collapse of credit markets in 
2008, especially for the largest banks, leading to bolstered confi dence in 
the fi nancial system’s resilience. 

But no banks were unaff ected by the interest-rate changes: At the end 
of 2022, according to the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp (FDIC), banks 
had suff ered $620bn in losses on their holdings. 

JPMorgan Chase has estimated the US economy faces a potential 
hit to gross domestic product of a half to a full percentage point from 
diminished credit growth in the aftermath of the latest banking-sector 
troubles. 

The worst outcome would be a giant bank failure that would dry up the 
fl ow of credit and almost guarantee a recession.

Credit Suisse’s crisis came shortly after the failure of three US 
regional lenders and underscored how some less well-managed fi nancial 
institutions have struggled since the era of rock-bottom interest rates 
came to an end. 

Its demise may push other banks to lower their risk profi le, which 
means issuing fewer of the loans that enable economies to grow. That 
would make it harder for central banks to keep raising benchmark rates to 
cool red-hot infl ation without causing recessions. 

Investors have been abandoning bets on more rate hikes and now see 
US rate cuts coming as early as the summer. 

European Central Bank president Christine Lagarde said on March 16 
that the fi nancial market turmoil could hit credit conditions and dampen 
confi dence. However, she said the banking sector is “in a much, much 
stronger position than where it was back in 2008.”
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End to era of easy 
money and race 
to contain the 
banking crisis

No banks were 
unaff ected by 
the interest-rate 
changes: At the 
end of 2022, 
according to the 
FDIC, US banks 
had suff ered 
$620bn in 
losses on their 
holdings

Waking up to the 
world’s water crisis
By Quentin Grafton, Joyeeta Gupta 
and Aromar Revi
New York City

A Pakistani girl drinks water from a hand water pump in Lahore on World Water Day today. (AFP)

5bn people will face 
water shortage by 2050

According to the first of a series of United Nations reports on 

the impact of climate change on water resources released last 

year, around two-thirds of the global population, or five billion 

people, will encounter water shortages for at least a month 

by 2050. 

The World Meteorological Organisation report assessed 

river flows, floods, and droughts on all continents. The 

findings are a mixed bag, but the report warns that water 

security will become increasingly uneven worldwide. 

The Great Lakes region of the United States is in better 

shape, while Brazil’s Rio São Francisco basin faces a 

challenging future. Climate change’s impacts are frequently 

experienced through water, including more extreme and 

frequent droughts, erratic seasonal rainfall, and more severe 

flooding, with cascading consequences for economies, 

ecosystems, and everyday lives. 

WMO Secretary-General Petteri Taalas said that there is 

inadequate knowledge about the distribution, quantity, and 

quality of freshwater resources, and the 36-page report aims 

to fill that gap and provide a succinct overview of water 

availability worldwide
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Putin: Chinese proposal could 
be basis for peace in Ukraine
Reuters
Moscow

Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin said after talks with Chinese 
leader Xi Jinping yesterday that 

Chinese proposals could be used as the 
basis of a peace settlement in Ukraine, 
but that the West and Kyiv were not yet 
ready.

In a joint statement issued at the end 
of Xi’s state visit to Moscow, the two 
men cautioned against any steps that 
might push the Ukraine confl ict into an 
“uncontrollable phase”, adding point-
edly that there could be no winners in a 
nuclear war.

Putin accused Western powers of 
fi ghting “to the last Ukrainian”, while Xi 
reiterated China’s “neutral position” on 
Ukraine and called for dialogue.

“We believe that many of the provi-
sions of the peace plan put forward by 
China are consonant with Russian ap-
proaches and can be taken as the basis 
for a peaceful settlement when they are 
ready for that in the West and in Kyiv. 
However, so far we see no such readiness 
from their side,” Putin said.

China’s proposal — a 12-point paper 
calling for a de-escalation and eventual 

ceasefi re in Ukraine — lacks details on 
how to end the war.

The United States has been dismissive 
of the Chinese proposal, given Beijing’s 
refusal to condemn Russia over Ukraine, 
and says a ceasefi re now would lock in 

Russian territorial gains and give Putin’s 
army more time to regroup. Kyiv has 
welcomed China’s diplomatic involve-
ment but says Russia must pull its troops 
out of Ukraine, and underlines the im-
portance of Ukraine’s territorial integ-

rity. The Kremlin talks were intended to 
cement the “no limits” partnership the 
two leaders announced last February, 
less than three weeks before Russia in-
vaded Ukraine.

They signed a series of documents on 
a “strategic co-operation” after what 
Putin described as “successful and 
constructive” talks showing China was 
clearly now Russia’s most important 
economic partner.

“I am convinced that our multi-facet-
ed co-operation will continue to develop 
for the good of the peoples of our coun-
tries,” Putin said in televised remarks.

Xi’s state visit is a major boost to Pu-
tin as he squares off  against what he sees 
as a hostile West bent on infl icting a 
“strategic defeat” on Russia.

The Chinese leader visited Moscow 
days after an international court issued 
an arrest warrant for Putin over Rus-
sia’s actions in Ukraine, where Russian 
forces have made little progress in recent 
months despite suff ering heavy losses.

In their joint statement, Xi and Putin 
also called on the United States to stop 
“undermining global strategic security” 
and to cease developing a global missile 
defence system.

While pledging more regular joint 
military drills, however, the two lead-

ers said their closer bilateral relation-
ship was not directed against any third 
nation and that it did not constitute a 
“military-political alliance”.

Putin said Russia, China and Mon-
golia had completed all agreements on 
a planned pipeline to ship Russian gas 
to China, and that Moscow was ready to 
increase oil exports to Beijing.

He also said Moscow was ready to 
help Chinese businesses replace West-
ern fi rms that have left Russia over the 
Ukraine confl ict.

The planned Power of Siberia 2 pipe-
line would deliver 50bn cubic metres 
(bcm) of natural gas per year from Rus-
sia to China via Mongolia. Moscow put 
forward the idea many years ago, but it 
has gained urgency as Russia turns to 
China to replace Europe as its major gas 
customer.

Russia’s Gazprom already supplies 
gas to China through an existing Power 
of Siberia pipeline under a 30-year, 
$400bn deal launched at the end of 2019. 
That pipeline spans some 3,000km.

Russia’s gas exports to China are still 
a small fraction of the record 177 bcm it 
delivered to Europe in 2018-19.

Putin said yesterday Russia would 
deliver at least 98 bcm of gas to China 
by 2030.

Russian President Vladimir Putin shakes hands with Chinese President Xi Jinping 
during a signing ceremony following their talks at the Kremlin in Moscow 
yesterday. (Reuters)

Pak parliament 
summoned to 
‘take important 
decisions’
Reuters
Islamabad

Pakistan’s parliament is 
to meet in a special joint 
session today to “take im-

portant decisions” to enforce 
the state’s authority, media re-
ported, in the midst of prolonged 
anti-government defi ance by 
former prime minister Imran 
Khan.

Former cricket star Khan was 
prime minister from 2018 until 
2022, when he was ousted from 
offi  ce in a controversial parlia-
mentary vote. Since then, he has 
been demanding a new election 
and holding protests across the 
country to press his case. He also 
forsook his party’s governments 
in the Punjab and Khyber-Pa-
khtunkhwa provinces, necessi-
tating elections there within 90 
days, which the ruling coalition 
tried to thwart but the Supreme 
Court ordered it to do so. 

His supporters have clashed 
with police several times over 
recent days as authorities try to 
force him to appear in court in 
connection with various cases 
brought against him.

The offi  ce of the speaker of 
parliament, in calling today’s 
joint session, did not give a rea-
son but the state-run Associated 
Press of Pakistan (APP) said the 
ruling coalition had called for 
parliament to “take important 
decisions” to ensure the writ of 
the state was enforced.

The APP, reporting on a meet-
ing attended by Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif and his cabinet, 

cited the participants as say-
ing Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) was not a political 
party but “rather a gang of mili-
tants”, and its “enmity against 
the state” could not be tolerated.

Sharif has rejected Khan’s de-
mand for a new election saying it 
would be held as scheduled later 
this year.

Parliament will meet in the 
capital, Islamabad, as Khan’s 
supporters gather for his latest 
rally in the eastern city of La-
hore.

The clashes between Khan’s 
supporters and the security 
forces have brought a new round 
of political instability to the nu-
clear-armed country of 220mn 
people, which is in the midst of a 
crippling economic crisis.

Khan says the government and 
the powerful military are try-

ing to stop him from contesting 
the next election, scheduled for 
November. If convicted in a case, 
Khan could face disqualifi cation 
from the polls.

Both the government and mil-
itary deny this.

Police have arrested hundreds 
of Khan’s supporters in raids in 
recent days in response to the 
clashes.

Khan appeared yesterday be-
fore the Lahore High Court to 
apply for protective bail in fresh 
cases against him, PTI leader 
Mussarat Jamshed Cheema told 
Reuters.

The former prime minis-
ter is also appearing before a 
bench hearing a case he has fi led 
against the police for raiding his 
home, which he says was in vio-
lation of court orders granting 
him protective bail last week.

Pakistan’s former prime minister Imran Khan (centre) leaves after 
appearing before a court for a protective bail in relation to two cases 
in Lahore yesterday. (AFP)

India dampened foreign 
airline hopes for more access 
to its airports yesterday, with 
its aviation minister urging 
domestic carriers to fly long-
haul and help establish new 
hubs as it seeks to recapture 
control of Indian travel from 
foreign rivals.
It is also asking aerospace 
companies to step-up local 
production and will soon 
finalise rules to safeguard 
rights of lessors on 
repossession of jets, in a bid 
to level up with major global 
aviation markets, Jyotiraditya 
Scindia told Reuters.
“India is now at that inflection 
point,” Scindia said during 
an interview at his off ice in 
New Delhi. “We are going 
to see an explosion of air 
traff ic in India in the years 
to come,” he said, adding he 
wanted domestic carriers 
to look at international 
expansion with greater focus. 
The South Asian nation is 
one of the fastest-growing 
aviation markets in the 
world where demand for 
air travel is outstripping the 
supply of planes, but the 
bulk of international traff ic is 
captured by global carriers 
with eff icient hubs.
Now, India wants to harness 
these economic gains for 
itself by boosting growth of 
its airlines and airports.
Air India last month placed 
a record order for 470 jets 
and is making an aggressive 
push in the international 
market. Domestic rival IndiGo 
is also in talks for a new order 
of more than 500 planes, 
Reuters reported earlier this 
month, even as it waits to take 
delivery of the same number 
from an older order.
Scindia said India was not 
looking at increasing air 
traff ic quotas with Gulf states 
and instead wanted Indian 
carriers to off er non-stop long 
haul flights on larger planes. 
He said Air India’s widebody 
plane order and IndiGo’s twin-
aisles to some destinations 
were signs that “transition” 
had begun.

India resists 
calls for
more 
air access

Judge to Trump: Trial date in NY civil fraud case ‘written in stone’
A New York judge yesterday 
rejected former US president 
Donald Trump’s bid to delay 
the scheduled October 2 trial in 
state Attorney General Letitia 
James’ civil fraud lawsuit, 
calling the date “written in 
stone.”
Justice Arthur Engoron in 
Supreme Court in Manhattan 
agreed to requests by Trump 
and other defendants to push 
back some deadlines for 
gathering evidence.
“You can move anything else 
in between,” the judge told 

lawyers at a two-hour hearing, 
which was delayed by a bomb 
scare. “I don’t want to move 
that trial date.”
The schedule means the 
former president could face 
trial in James’ case just two 
blocks from the Manhattan 
criminal court building where 
he is expecting to be indicted 
for covering up a hush money 
payment to porn star Stormy 
Daniels.
Both cases come during 
Trump’s third White House 
run, in which he is a leading 

Republican candidate.
James sued Trump, three of 
his adult children, the Trump 
Organisation and others last 
September over an alleged 
decade-long scheme to 
manipulate more than 200 
asset valuations and Trump’s 
net worth, to win better terms 
from banks and insurers.
The attorney general has long 
accused Trump of stalling to 
delay her case.
On Monday, she accused 
the Trump Organisation’s 
accounting firm of failing 

to produce documents she 
subpoenaed and improperly 
asserting privilege.
Trump has called James’ case a 
partisan witch hunt.
He had originally sought a 
delay that would have likely 
pushed any trial to the spring 
of 2024, when the race to 
become the Republican 
presidential nominee might be 
sewn up.
James countered that her 
off ice had already turned 
over “enormous” quantities of 
evidence to the defendants, 

enough to prevent any trial 
from “becoming a game of 
surprise.”
Engoron also said many 
disputes are easy to resolve, 
including whether Trump 
overstated the value of his 
Trump Tower penthouse 
apartment by inflating its size.
“A triplex apartment is worth 
less money if is 11,000 square 
feet than if it is 30,000 square 
feet,” he said. “You do not need 
to be an expert ... to know 
these things. You don’t even 
need a high school diploma.”

Among the other defendants 
are Trump’s adult children 
Donald Jr., Eric and Ivanka, 
and the jailed former Trump 
Organisation chief financial 
off icer, Allen Weisselberg.
Christopher Kise, a lawyer for 
Trump, said the defendants’ 
confidence is growing as they 
learn more about James’ case.
“Once everybody knows 
exactly what happened, then 
they’re going to see that 
President Trump has done 
absolutely nothing wrong,” 
he said.SETBACK: Donald Trump

French freed hostage journalist Olivier Dubois (left), who was 
held hostage in Mali for nearly two years, is welcomed by family 
members and French President Emmanuel Macron (second right) 
upon his arrival at the Villacoublay airport yesterday. (AFP)

Freed French journalist 
recounts ordeal in Mali
AFP
Vélizy-Villacoublay

Finally home after almost two years in jihadist captivity in 
Mali, French journalist Olivier Dubois yesterday grinned 
from ear to ear after reuniting with his family.

“I feel better, so much better,” the 48-year-old told AFP after 
landing at Villacoublay airbase outside Paris.

Dubois and US aid worker Jeff ery Woodke, 61, had arrived in 
the capital of Niger, Niamey, a day earlier after being freed.

“Yesterday, I couldn’t believe it when I landed at the airport (in 
Niamey), but it’s starting to sink in,” Dubois told AFP, after being 
met by his wife, two children, sister and father.

“Now I’ve seen my family. It’s happened, I’m free,” he added.
Beside him, his sister Canele Bernard agreed, laughing.
Dubois was kidnapped in the north of Mali on April 8, 2021.
He said in a video released by his captors that he was taken 

by the Al Qaeda-linked Support Group for Islam and Muslims 
(GSIM), the main jihadist alliance in the Sahel.

Dubois said his 711 days in detention were not easy. “There 
were some tough moments,” said the freelancer, who was work-
ing for French daily Liberation when he was seized. But “I was 
not mistreated, nor humiliated or hit”. He said he felt very lucky, 
even if he was “very, very tired”. Dubois said he had asked the 
French authorities how his release had been negotiated, but re-
ceived no answers. Whether “a prisoner swap, money, both, I 
don’t know,” he said.

“I just know that Niger was implicated, as was French intel-
ligence.” Dubois said he was told on March 7 that he would be 
released “in 15 days’ time”. On March 16, he was transported on 
a motorbike then in a pick-up truck, and left to await his release 
“under a tree”. He said he only met Woodke, who had been ab-
ducted in southwest Niger in October 2016, shortly before they 
were both freed. It took them “two nights and a morning” to 
leave the country. Dubois said he was constantly being ferried 
from one place to the next during his detention.

“You move a lot — every month, every two weeks,” he said.
“They’re the ones who make you move. There are alerts, there 

are drones.” The last place he was held was in Mali’s northeastern 
region of Kidal, he said, though “most of the time” he did not 
know where he was.

Britain’s former prime minister 
Boris Johnson said yesterday he 
inadvertently misled parliament 
over the “Partygate” scandal 
but blamed top aides, ahead of 
a televised grilling that could 
determine his political fate.
Johnson released a 52-page 
dossier detailing why he denied 
breaking the rules over two 
years of Covid lockdowns, when 
his staff  were often partying in 
10 Downing Street.
He was fined himself by police 
for one gathering, along with 
his then finance minister and 
current Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak.
The former Conservative leader 
apologised and corrected the 
parliamentary record last May 
after previously insisting to MPs 
that the gatherings were above 
board.
Johnson refused to quit at the 
time but did so in July, after 
a ministerial rebellion over a 
separate ethics scandal, and the 
stakes are high as his supporters 
agitate now for his return to 
power.
“I did not intentionally or 
recklessly mislead the House on 
1 December 2021, 8 December 
2021, or on any other date,” he 
wrote in the submission, which 
was reportedly drafted by one 
of London’s most expensive 
lawyers.
“I would never have dreamed of 
doing so.”
A guilty verdict could lead to 
his suspension from the House 
of Commons. If the suspension 
is more than 10 sitting days, it 
could trigger a special election 
for his west London seat.

Johnson denies 
lying over
‘partygate’ on 
showdown eve

French President Emmanuel 
Macron appeared defiant 
yesterday after his 
government narrowly survived 
no-confidence votes, telling 
allies he would stand by his 
beleaguered prime minister.
Ignoring calls from opponents, 
Macron said there would be 
no government reshuffle, no 
fresh parliamentary elections 
and no referendum on his 
controversial pension reform, 
even in the face of widespread 
protests that have brought 
millions into the streets.
Police arrested another 234 
people in Paris on Monday 
night during clashes between 
protesters and security forces, 
with several groups burning 
trash bins, bikes and other 
objects.
The latest unrest came 
after Macron’s centrist 
government narrowly 
survived two no-confidence 
motions in parliament on 
Monday, clearing the way for 
the legislation to raise the 
retirement age from 62 to 64 
to enter into force.

Macron defiant
amid pension fury

A strong earthquake lasting 
for at least 30 seconds was felt 
across much of Afghanistan, 
Pakistan and parts of India last 
night, with the United States 
Geological Survey putting the 
magnitude at 6.5.
“People ran out of their houses 
and were reciting the Qur’an,” 
an AFP correspondent in 
Pakistani city of Rawalpindi 
said, with similar reports 
coming from elsewhere in the 
country and in Afghanistan.
USGS said the quake was 
centred near Jurm in 
northeastern Afghanistan and 
had a depth of 187km.
Afghanistan is frequently hit by 
earthquakes, especially in the 
Hindu Kush mountain range, 
which lies near the junction 
of the Eurasian and Indian 
tectonic plates.

Quake hits Pakistan
and Afghanistan
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Traffic safety workshop held

The General Directorate of Traff ic took part yesterday in a workshop on How technology contributes to enhancing the safety of young 
drivers in Qatar. The event, according to a tweet by the directorate, was within the framework of the joint co-operation between the 
General Directorate of Traff ic and the Qatar Centre for Transportation and Traff ic Safety at Qatar University.

HE the Minister of Culture Sheikh Abdulrahman bin Hamad al-Thani 
opened the “Faces” art exhibition by Qatari painter Khalid Bu Matar, at 
the Katara Arts Centre (Building 5) on Monday.

Organised by the Katara Art Centre in co-operation with Dar Hessa Arts, 40 
portrait acrylic paintings are on display, some of which are digital art paintings.

The organisers describe the exhibition as a tribute to the power of faces, and an 
invitation to explore the beauty and complexity of the human experience, noting 
that each painting is a visual representation of the unique features, emotions and 
stories that make up a person’s face.

Bu Matar expressed his gratitude to HE the Minister of Culture for opening the 

exhibition and for supporting all forms of art, the mirror that refl ects the civilised 
features of Qatar.

He said that the exhibition refl ects his passion for drawing faces.
Portrait is one of the most diffi  cult types of drawing because it requires gather-

ing lots of feelings and diligence. – QNA

Minister opens Khalid Bu Matar’s ‘Faces’ art exhibition at Katara

Hamad Medical Corporation (HMC)’s 
Social Service Department recently cel-
ebrated World Social Work Day, which 

fell this year on March 21, under the theme Re-
specting Diversity Through Joint Social Action.

The celebration of the World Social Work Day 
was held to honour HMC social service lead-
ers and clinical social workers in recognition of 
their continued eff orts to serve patients, visi-
tors, and their families and off er high-quality 
social services across all HMC facilities.

Acting HMC Corporate Social Service ex-
ecutive director Bashayr al-Rashid stressed 
the importance of clinical social workers’ role 
in healthcare, which is to provide psychosocial 
support to patients to ensure that they are able 
to make the most of the benefi ts the healthcare 
services.

The role of social workers is mainly focused 
on helping improve the quality of life for pa-

tients and enabling them to access and benefi t 
from the services that best meet their needs.

“Clinical social workers play a vital and es-
sential role in providing a link between the pa-
tient and their family on the one hand, and the 
multidisciplinary care team on the other, to en-
sure the comprehensive treatment plan for the 
patient is progressing well,” she said.

“Clinical social workers also co-ordinate the 
meetings that multidisciplinary care teams hold 
with patients’ families to clarify the treatment 
plan and its stages,” al-Rashid added. “They 
also provide social support and assist in solving 
problems that some patients may face, includ-
ing social, legal, or family issues.”

She explained that the HMC’s Corporate So-
cial Service Department supervises social serv-
ice sections across the corporation’s network of 
hospitals and assumes responsibility for organ-
ising tasks, monitoring performance, and evalu-

ating the quality of services delivered by these 
sections.

The department also reviews policies and 
procedures that regulate the delivery of social 
services at the HMC.

“Outstanding social work can make a diff er-
ence in a patient’s life,” al-Rashid said. “Clinical 
social workers at the HMC strive to make a real 
diff erence in the lives of patients and their fami-
lies and empower them by providing psycho-
social support, developing strategies for social 
intervention using professional methods, and 
collaborating with multidisciplinary care teams 
to ensure the continuity of patient care.”

The importance of the role of clinical social 
workers in hospitals has continued to increase 
due to the development of healthcare services 
in Qatar, the expansion in the establishment of 
health facilities in the country, and the increase 
in the number of patients driven by the growing 
population.

Clinical social workers contribute to alleviat-
ing the burdens on hospitals by facilitating the 
discharge of patients to safe environments in 
collaboration with the authorities concerned.

They also contribute to the development of 
social policies in the medical fi eld to improve the 
quality of services provided to patients.

The HMC’s Corporate Social Service Depart-
ment has actively participated in planning com-
mittees that were tasked to prepare for the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 and helped in providing 
care services during the tournament.

With HMC hospitals receiving patients and 
visitors from diff erent countries and cultures 
around the world, clinical social workers played 
an important role in providing psychosocial 
support services to these patients.

This participation has helped enrich the pro-
fessional experience of the HMC’s clinical social 
workers through eff ective communication with 
patients from diverse cultures.

HMC hospitals 
celebrate World 
Social Work Day

Observing Social Work Day at the HMC.

The National Team for Child Protec-
tion against Violence has organised 
the third awareness workshop enti-

tled Better Together, at the National Service 
Academy, to educate children and adoles-
cents aged 10-18 years about their rights, 
duties, and proper upbringing.

The programme was developed in col-
laboration with entities concerned in Qatar 
and with the participation of social, educa-
tional, and mental experts specialised in this 
fi eld.

The team comprises representatives from 
ministries and entities concerned with child 
protection in Qatar and established by the 
decision of the minister of public health in 
2021.

Prof Khalid Mohamed al-Ansari, head 
of the National Team for Child Protection 
against Violence, said that the workshop 
aims to educate children and adolescents 
on building a sound culture consistent with 
religion and values, and to protect them 
against the risks they are exposed to, which 
have been aggravated by the negative con-
tent on social media and lack of censorship.

“We are guided by Qatar National Vision 
2030 and its goals, especially those related 
to the pillars of social and human develop-
ment,” he said. “Caring for children, pro-
tecting, and raising them properly based 
on religious and moral values requires hard 
work and co-operation between all con-
cerned entities in Qatar, embracing innova-
tions and developing best practices in this 
aspect.”

Mohamed Yahya Taher, head of the Moral 

Guidance Department at the National Serv-
ice Academy, stressed upon the importance 
of the workshop in protecting young stu-
dents, especially in this period of globalisa-
tion.

Prof al-Ansari, who is also head of the 
Paediatric Emergency Department at Sidra 
Medicine, spoke about the stages of growth 
of both genders and the biological change.

Abdulrahman al-Kadmani, a psycholo-
gist at the Behavioural Health Support Cen-
tre, spoke about the importance of fulfi lling 
societal duty by providing correct informa-
tion to children and adolescents from reli-
able scientifi c sources.

Naufar social specialist Fai al-Hajri, Min-

istry of Endowment (Awqaf) and Islamic 
Aff airs family adviser Mohamed Abdul Latif 
al-Nuaimi, Ministry of Culture and Youth 
adviser Dr Issa al-Horr, Juvenile Police De-
partment offi  cer (Awareness and Informa-
tion Section) First Lieutenant Mohamed 
Abdullah al-Naama, and First Lieutenant 
Khalid al-Shammari, awareness offi  cer in 
the Community Police of the Ministry of 
Interior, also spoke at the event.

The Better Together workshop discussed 
all information relevant to child protection 
services provided in Qatar, such as how to 
access them and the entities’ hotline num-
bers dedicated to answering inquiries and 
providing consultations.

Workshop on child protection services

One of the sessions at the workshop.

Cleaning drive ahead of Ramadan

The General Cleanliness Department’s field operations section has carried out intensive cleaning works 
over three days in the souq area and Doha Corniche ahead of Ramadan, in addition to other key streets 
and areas across the country, covering around 150km in diff erent directions.

More inspections at food outlets
Inspectors of Al Wakra Municipality, 
in co-operation with the General 
Cleanliness Department, have carried 
out an inspection campaign on food 
stores at the Logistic Village area to 
ensure compliance with food health 
and safety regulations.
The campaign resulted in the 
confiscation and destruction of three 
tonnes of expired food products.
A violation report was issued regarding 
this incident according to Law No 8 for 
1990 on the regulation of human food 
control.
Al Khor and Al Thakhira Municipality’s 
Health Control Section has also carried 
a number of intensive inspection 
campaigns, which resulted in the 
shutting of five food outlets.
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