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HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin 
Abdulaziz al-Thani met with Minister of Interior of Egypt Major General Mahmoud 
Tawfik and his accompanying delegation, on the occasion of his visit to Qatar to 
attend the graduation ceremony of the fifth batch of candidate students of the 
Ministry of Interior’s Police Academy. During the meeting, they reviewed co-
operation between the two countries, especially in the security and military fields, 
in addition to discussing a number of issues of mutual interest. HE the Prime 
Minister and Minister of Interior hosted a luncheon banquet in honour of HE the 
Egyptian Interior Minister and the accompanying delegation. (QNA)

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin 
Abdulaziz al-Thani met with Minister of Interior of Djibouti Said Nouh Hassan 
and his accompanying delegation, on the occasion of his visit to Qatar to attend 
the graduation ceremony of the fifth batch of candidate students of the Ministry 
of Interior’s Police Academy. During the meeting, they reviewed co-operation 
between the two countries, especially in the security and military fields, in 
addition to discussing a number of issues of mutual interest. (QNA)

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin 
Abdulaziz al-Thani met with Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interior in Saudi 
Arabia Dr Hisham bin Abdulrahman al-Falih on the sidelines of the graduation 
ceremony of the fifth batch of candidate students of the Ministry of Interior’s 
Police Academy at the Police Training Institute in Al Sailiya. Aspects of co-
operation between the two brotherly countries and means of developing them, 
especially in the security and military fields, were reviewed during the meeting. 
(QNA)

PM meets Egyptian, Djibouti ministers, Saudi official

HE the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman al-
Thani met with Under Secretary of the US State Department for Political Aff airs Victoria Nuland, who 
is currently visiting the country. Both sides discussed co-operation between the two countries, and 
ways to support and develop them, especially in the energy sector, in addition to the latest regional 
and international developments, most notably the security of the region, the Palestinian issue, the 
latest developments in Afghanistan, and the developments of the Russian-Ukrainian crisis. The two 
sides stressed the importance of creating a political atmosphere for the Palestinian cause, returning 
to meaningful negotiations that achieve a two-state solution in accordance with the 1967 borders, 
and stopping settlement activities in the occupied territories. HE Sheikh Mohamed reiterated 
Qatar’s stance in support of the Hashemite Custodianship of Islamic and Christian holy sites in 
Jerusalem. For her part, the under secretary of the US State Department expressed her country’s 
appreciation to Qatar for its eff orts to enhance international peace and security. (QNA)

FM meets US under secretary 
of state for political affairs

HE the Director of Public 
Security Staff  Major General 
Saad bin Jassim al-Khulaifi 
met yesterday with Deputy 
Commissioner of Royal 
Thai Police Lieutenant Gen 
Roy Ingkapairote, and the 
Deputy Commissioner of the 
Police Academy in Thailand, 
who are currently visiting 
the country to attend the 
graduation ceremony of 
the fifth batch of students 
nominated at the Police 
Academy of the Ministry of 
Interior. During the meeting, 
ways to enhance security 
and police co-operation 
between the two countries 
were discussed. (QNA)

Director of Public Security meets Thai officials

Qatar, Japan sign documents to start mutual visa exemption procedures

Qatar and Japan yesterday signed the exchange of offi  cial mem-
orandums to start procedures for mutual visa exemption for 
holders of ordinary passports in the two countries, which will 

enter into force on April 2. The exchange of memorandums was signed 
by ambassador of Qatar to Japan Hassan bin Mohamed Rafea al-Ema-
di, and for Japan by Assistant Foreign Minister and Director-General 
of the Middle East and Africa Department Nagaoka Kansuke, at the 
Foreign Ministry’s headquarters in Tokyo. 

The step will allow holders of ordinary passports of Qatar who in-
tent to stay in Japan for a period not exceeding thirty consecutive days 
to enter Japan without obtaining visa, after prior registration at any 
of the Japanese embassies or consulates. Registration certifi cates will 
be issued to Qatari nationals free of charge and will be valid for three 
years, for the purpose of waiving visa requirements.

The exchange of offi  cial memorandums on start the implementa-
tion of these procedures was agreed upon during the second round of 
the Qatar-Japan Strategic Dialogue which was held in Tokyo on Jan 
31, 2023 under the chairmanship of HE the Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman 
al-Thani, and Minister of Foreign Aff airs of Japan Hayashi Yoshimasa. 
(QNA)

Ahmed Bin Mohamed Military College celebrates graduation of its 18th batch

Ahmed Bin Mohamed Military College celebrated the graduation of its 18th batch in a certificate-distribution ceremony. The ceremony was held 
under the patronage of HE the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defence Aff airs Dr Khalid bin Mohamed al-Attiyah, in the presence 
of HE the Chief of Staff  of Qatar Armed Forces Staff  Lieutenant-General (Pilot) Salem bin Hamad al-Nabit. This celebration comes after the batch 
completed a four-year course at the college, which included military science, training, and the military diploma. Graduates also obtained bachelor’s 
degrees in management, law, accounting, information systems, international relations, computer science, logistics, and cybersecurity. At the end of 
the ceremony, HE the Chief of Staff  distributed the certificates to the candidates in the presence of senior off icers of the Armed Forces and parents 
of the graduates. (QNA)

Qatar holds expanded meeting for 
UN offi  cial regarding Afghanistan
QNA
New York

The Permanent Mission of 
Qatar to the United Na-
tions, in co-operation 

with the missions of Canada and 
the United Kingdom, organised 
an expanded meeting for Deputy 
Secretary-General of the United 
Nations Amina Mohamed with 
the permanent delegates and 
representatives of the perma-
nent missions of the countries 
members of the Group of Friends 
of Afghanistan and the Group of 
Friends of Women in Afghani-
stan to provide a briefi ng on her 
last visit to Afghanistan.

HE the Permanent Repre-
sentative of Qatar to the United 
Nations Sheikha Alya Ahmed bin 
Saif al-Thani opened the meeting 
that was held at the headquarters 
of the Permanent Mission of Qa-
tar to the United Nations in New 
York by stressing the signifi cance 
of the meeting in regards to the 
participants, the timing, and the 
critical situation that Afghani-
stan is going through, especially 
after Taliban’s latest decisions 
targeting women, in addition to 
the poor security and humani-
tarian situation, especially dur-
ing winter.

HE Sheikha Alya praised 
the visit of Deputy Secretary-

General of the United Nations 
to Afghanistan, describing it as 
historic and courageous, and 
thanked her for her visit to Qatar 
for consultation and co-ordina-
tion. 

HE Sheikha Alya commended 
the level and spirit of partnership 
between Qatar and the United 
Nations in the Afghanistan fi le, 
in addition to other broad and 
distinguished strategic partner-
ships in humanitarian, develop-
mental, peace, security, and hu-
man rights fi elds. She considered 
that the situation in Afghanistan 
represents a tough test for the 
international community, saying 
that they should never lose hope, 
especially in light of the momen-
tum created by the visit of the 
Deputy Secretary-General.

HE Sheikha Alya called for not 
abandoning Afghanistan, espe-
cially women, girls, children, and 
other marginalised and vulner-
able groups, stressing the need 
to put a unifi ed comprehensive 
strategic vision by the interna-
tional community regarding the 
situation in Afghanistan. 

She reiterated Qatar’s com-
mitment to stand by the frater-
nal people of Afghanistan and its 
willingness to move forward in 
the path of strategic partnerships 
with the UN as well as regional 
and international partners and 
friends to face the challenges in 

Afghanistan and the world. For 
her part, the Deputy Secretary-
General of the United Nations 
extended her thanks to Qatar for 
its continuous constructive ef-
forts and partnership with the 
UN, pointing out that Doha was 
her fi rst stop before visiting Af-
ghanistan. 

She said that this visit saw an 
important meeting with HE the 
Deputy Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Abdulrahman al-
Thani, during which she gave a 
comprehensive briefi ng on the 
meetings she held with the Af-
ghan caretaker government.

She affi  rmed that the UN 
would never abandon the Afghan 
people, calling on the interna-
tional community to continue 
humanitarian response eff orts.

The meeting was attended by 
a large number of permanent 
delegates and representatives 
of the countries members of the 
Group of Friends of Afghani-
stan and the Group of Friends 
of Women in Afghanistan, 
representing the countries in-
terested in the Afghanistan is-
sue, such as Qatar, the United 
States, Turkiye, Indonesia, the 
United Kingdom, France, Ger-
many, Italy, Spain, Scandina-
vian countries, some countries 
from Central Asia and Eastern 
Europe, and others.

The Lawyers Admission Committee convened 
at the Ministry of Justice to consider the topics 
incorporated into its agenda. The committee, 
which was chaired by HE the Minister of Justice 
Masoud bin Mohamed al-Ameri, considered 
the requests of a number of new lawyers 
whose training period had ended, in addition 
to interviewing a number of applicants to 
practice the profession, and approving the 
requests of three lawyers under training. The 
committee reviewed the setting of regulations 
for the children of Qatari women applying for 
lawyers under training, and discussed a number 
of organisational issues for the work of the 
legal profession, and the files presented for 
discussion, in which appropriate decisions were 
taken. The committee also considered a number 
of other files as well as the oath of nine new 
lawyers. (QNA)

Committee examines applications of new lawyers



The Qatar Philatelic 
and Currency Centre at 
the Ministry of Culture 
is organising a stamp 
exhibition in co-operation 
with the Cultural Village 
Foundation – Katara, on 
the sidelines of the third 
Katara International 
Arabian Horse Festival 
(KIAHF 2023), at the Arab 
Postage Stamp Museum in 
Building No. 22. 
In a statement to Qatar 
News Agency, Issa al-
Fakhro, a member of the 
centre, said the exhibition 
showcases the most 
beautiful stamps of horses 
and hunting from countries 
around the world.
The centre displays six 
frames of horse stamps 
with envelopes, with 
each frame containing 16 
panels, and four frames for 

black-and-white horses, 
in addition to two frames 
for hunting stamps, he 
explained. 
The centre’s participation 
comes with the aim of 
spreading and promoting 
the hobby of collecting 
stamps and currencies. 
The centre also creates 
ways for all its members 
to practise the hobby in an 

appropriate manner, and 
to strengthen ties of co-
operation between stamp 
and currency collectors in 
Qatar. The museum is also 
displaying exhibits posted 
by collectors from Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, 
namely, Dr Hussein Rajab, 
Aisha Almas, Issa Dashti 
and Abdul Rahman al-Fifi, 
Katara said in a statement.
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Qatar National Library (QNL) is participating in the third edition of the Katara International Arabian Horse Festival (KIAHF), being held on the 
Katara Beach until February 11. The international event brings together equestrian enthusiasts and aims to showcase the beauty, distinction and 
uniqueness of Arabian horses. The 11-day festival will be marked by a variety of cultural shows and exhibitions that highlight purebred Arabian 
horses. The library is participating in the festival with the opening of its exhibition titled ‘Arabian Horses in QNL’s Heritage Collection’, which 
present items on Arabian horses from the Heritage Library, including historical photographs, books and pamphlets on Arabian horses. 
The opening was attended by HE Sheikh Faisal bin Qassim al-Thani, chairman of Al Faisal Holding, and Prof Khaled bin Ibrahim al-Sulaiti, general 
manager of the Cultural Village Foundation – Katara and chairman of the organising committee of KIAHF. In addition, the library is collaborating 
with several Arabian horse specialist institutions, including Katara, Al Shaqab and the Arabian Horse Centre in Kuwait, to increase access to 
analytical and genetic studies on horses. The aim is to advance research and increase the number of studies on the subject, a press statement 
notes. Maryam al-Mutawa, head of Collection Access at QNL, said: “We are excited to participate in the third edition of KIAHF. Our presence at the 
festival aims to showcase historical resources from our Heritage Library on the integral role that Arabian horses have in Arabic and Islamic history. 
“The library aims to continue its mission to preserve and promote the cultural and civilisational heritage of Qatar and the region.”

QNL participates in Katara horse fest Qatar Philatelic and Currency 
Centre organises exhibition

Horse festival an opportunity 
for artists to showcase skills
By Shafeeq Alingal
Staff  Reporter

The beachfront at the Cultural 
Village Foundation – Katara 
is currently a hub of artistic 

activities, which are being held as 
part of the third Katara Interna-
tional Arabian Horse Festival (KI-
AHF). The activities accompany-
ing the prestigious festival on the 
Katara Corniche are drawing a large 
number of visitors while showcas-
ing the skills of local and interna-
tional artists. The festival began 
yesterday and continues until Feb-
ruary 11.

As part of KIAHF 2023, more 
than 30 events and activities are 
being held with participation from 
various countries. For instance, 
the ‘Collectibles’ exhibition for 
Arabian horses, being held in co-
operation with the Sheikh Faisal 
Bin Qassim Al Thani Museum and 
Qatar National Library (QNL), is 
witnessing a large turnout. Another 
one, the ‘Symphony of Authentic-
ity’ exhibition by artist Ali al-Mi-
mar, is open at Building 47 with 17 
paintings about horses. 

Like in the previous edition, 
the saddle-drawing competi-
tion has evoked a good response 
with a number of artists from the 
country and abroad taking part 
with enthusiasm. The popular 
competition has the participation 
of 30 artists and the winners will 
receive QR30,000, QR20,000 and 
QR10,000, respectively.

“We are all enjoying the compe-
tition here and it’s a good opportu-
nity for us,” said Qatari artist Ab-
dullah al-Mutawah.

“We try to exhibit our skills here, 
and the festival is an ideal venue to 
develop them,” Iraqi-American art-
ist Diyar al-Asadi said, adding that 
he is painting on saddles for the 
fi rst time. 

Russian artist Lyubov Jalladyan 
also hailed the festival, saying it 
lends a good opportunity to artists 
to showcase their skills. Similarly, 
Indian artist Mahesh Kumar said 
artists fi nd a suitable space when-
ever Katara organises a festival. “It’s 
an honour to be here,” he added.

The ‘Collectibles’ exhibition 
contains a section titled ‘Arabian 
Horses in QNL’s Heritage Col-
lection’, which present items on 
Arabian horses from the Heritage 
Library, including historical pho-

tographs, books and pamphlets on 
Arabian horses. It features many 
historical sources on horse pedigree 
and breeds and most notably the 
book, Attributes of Purebred Ara-
bian Horses, Katara said in a press 
statement.

The section also includes the 
books on horse’ lineages, names 
of Arabian horses, and the history 
of battles witnessed in the region 
and related poems. The exhibits on 
display also include books on horse 
diseases and treatments, in addition 
to the books The Origins of Arabian 
Horses & Equestrian and Pure Ara-
bian Horses and their Breeds written 
by the Briton, Wentworth.

Rare Qatari equestrian heritage 
pieces are also on display cour-
tesy of Sheikh Faisal Bin Qassim 
Al Thani Museum. These include 
horse tools from countries such 
as Iraq, Syria, Qatar, India, Mo-
rocco and Yemen, which have been 
used since the 9th century. Horse-
shoes, saddles, bridles for horses 
and stirrups, cavalry weapons and 
shoes, as well as pieces of carpet 
that are used as a cover for the 
horse’s back and placed before the 
saddle is put on.

The exhibition is also show-
casing historical documents of 
the some of the highest pedigree 
horses that were fi rst registered in 
Qatar, such as ‘Bint Twaisa’, ‘Ibn 
Wadnan’ and ‘Bint Al-Saqlawiya’. 
The pavilion also includes some 
valuable historical references and 
books that talk about genealogy of 
purebred Arabian horses in Qatar. 

It is worth noting that the exhibi-
tion is being held in Building No. 
1 at Katara and will continue until 
the end of KIAHF 2023.

Further, the festival will also 
features a number of other art ex-
hibitions, including the ‘Interac-
tive Mirrors’ exhibition, which is 
the fi rst of its kind at Katara and in 
Qatar, the exhibition of Peter Up-
ton’s paintings, and the Brazilian 

sculptures exhibition by Roberto 
Clazzini – ‘Al-Karimah’. The ‘Best 
Picture’ competition on Arabian 
purebred horses at the festival has 
a top prize of QR12,000. The com-
petition is open to all Qatar citizens 
and residents. It will be held on the 
Auction day, which is February 6. 
Those interested can get the details 
of participation from the festival’s 
website, kiahf.qa

The Katara Corniche is a hub of artistic activities at present. 
PICTURES: Thajudheen

‘Al Safi nat Poet’ award 

The Cultural Village Foundation 

– Katara has announced the quali-

fication of six participants for the 

‘Al Safinat Poet’ award, out of 146 

entries received by the award’s jury. 

The finalists are Saud Kayed Saud 

al-Balawi from Saudi Arabia, Faisal 

Nimas al-Riahi from Saudi Arabia, 

Abdullah Fahd Abdullah al-Jedei 

from Kuwait, Hamad Mukhalled 

al-Mutairi from Kuwait, Mohamed 

Ahmed al-Mughairfi al-Harbi from 

Kuwait and Ahmed Mohamed Ab-

dullah al-Muqbali from Oman.

They will be invited to recite six 

selected poems before the jury 

today as part of the activities of the 

Katara International Arabian Horse 

Festival 2023.
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HE the Assistant Foreign Minister Lolwah bint Rashid AlKhater met on Wednesday with US Special 
Envoy for Afghan Women, Girls, and Human Rights Rina Amiri, and charge d’aff aires of the US 
mission in Afghanistan Karen Decker. During the meeting, they discussed the latest developments in 
Afghanistan, and the results of the Afghan Women’s Conference organised by Qatar in co-operation 
with Indonesia in December 2022, in addition to ways to support the Afghan people, especially their 
right to education. (QNA)

AlKhater meets US officialsQatar affi  rms keenness on 
promoting UN partnership
QNA
New York

Qatar has reaffi  rmed keen-
ness on promoting its 
partnership with the 

United Nations to advance the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable De-
velopment and address current 
challenges. 

This came in Qatar’s statement 
delivered by the Director of the 
Department of International Co-
operation at the Ministry of For-
eign Aff airs Shaheen Ali al-Kaa-
bi, during the 2023 Partnership 
Forum meeting of the Economic 
and Social Council (ECOSOC), 
which was held in New York, in 
the presence of President of the 
Economic and Social Council 
Lachezara Stoeva, and Deputy 
Secretary-General of the United 
Nations Amina Mohamed.

Al-Kaabi pointed to the open-
ing of the ‘UN House’ in Doha 
next March, which has a number 
of offi  ces of UN agencies and af-
fi liated organisations for rapid 
response to humanitarian crises, 
climate change problems, re-
solving confl icts, combating the 
threat of terrorism and violent 
extremism, addressing the fl ow 
of refugees, and promoting the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable De-
velopment.

Director of the Department 

of International Co-operation 
at the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs said Qatar is aware that the 
challenges resulting from the 
outbreak of the Covid-19 pan-
demic have negative impacts at 
all levels, and reversed years of 
progress towards achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals. 

In this regard, al-Kaabi said 
that Qatar attaches utmost im-
portance to Goal 17 of the Sus-
tainable Development Goals 
in order to address these chal-
lenges, indicating that Goal 17 is 
about establishing partnerships 
to achieve the goals, through 
close co-operation and strong 
partnership with the United Na-
tions, its organisations and agen-
cies.

Within the framework of in-

ternational co-operation to ad-
dress the devastating economic, 
social and health eff ects of the 
outbreak of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, Qatar did not hesitate to 
play its humanitarian role and 
duty to mitigate the repercus-
sions of this pandemic, he added. 

Since the beginning of the 
crisis, Qatar has provided ur-
gent medical aid to more than 
80 countries around the world to 
help them deal with it. 

The total governmental and 
non-governmental assistance 
amounted to more than $88mn, 
of which a total amount of $10mn 
was allocated to the World Health 
Organisation, and a contribution 
of a total of $20mn to the Global 
Alliance for Vaccines and Immu-
nisation (Gavi), he noted. Direc-

tor of the Department of Inter-
national Co-operation pointed 
out that Qatar has continued its 
support for the UNDP Accel-
erator Labs network on sustain-
able development for the period 
(2022-2025) with a total value of 
$10mn, taking the total support 
provided since the year 2019 to 
$30mn, in favour of a network 
of labs that have proven eff ective 
through new ways of working 
and providing innovative solu-
tions in the developmental fi eld, 
in addition to being an important 
pillar and catalyst in accelerating 
learning on how to promote sus-
tainable development, especially 
in the context of responding to 
the pandemic, and the exacerba-
tion of developmental challenges 
over the past two years.

He noted that Qatar will host 
the second part of the Fifth UN 
Conference on the Least De-
veloped Countries (LDC5) from 
March 5 to 9, hoping that the 
conference will constitute an 
important opportunity to agree 
on promoting a framework for 
partnerships in support of the 
least developed countries, while 
adding that the conference will 
include a special track for the 
private sector in order to con-
solidate and accelerate its role in 
building the resilience of those 
countries and alleviating the 
burdens and challenges.

Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Aff airs of Tajikistan 
Huseinzoda Muzaff ar 
Mahmurod received a copy 
of the credentials of Mubarak 
bin Abdurrahman al-Nasr as 
ambassador extraordinary 
and plenipotentiary of Qatar 
to Tajikistan. (QNA)

Qatar’s ambassador presents credentials

Sidra, honey, vegetables fest at Al Rayyan Park

A sidra fruit, honey and lo-
cal vegetables festival 
will conclude tomorrow 

(Saturday) at Al Rayyan Park. 
The event is being held under 
the motto ‘the production of our 
farms’, by the Ministry of Mu-
nicipality’s Agriculture Aff airs 
Department in co-operation 
with Al Rayyan Municipality. 

A number of Qatari farms 
are participating in the festival 
which is open to the public from 
4pm to 9pm. Speaking at the in-
augural ceremony on Wednes-
day, Al Rayyan Municipality di-
rector Jabir Hassan al-Jabir, said 
that this is the fi rst time such a 
festival is being held in a public 
garden or parks. 

Usually, festivals take place at 
commercial complexes or agri-
cultural yards. Al Rayyan Park 
was selected for the event due to 
its location, popularity and the 
considerable population density 
in the area, he added. Agricul-
ture Aff airs Department director 
Yousef al-Khelaifi  said the fes-
tival was organised to diversify 
the marketing options for the lo-
cal farm owners while attracting 
more people to the public parks. 
The festival promotes healthy 
eating habits as there are four 
organic farms participating, he 
noted. It is envisaged to expand 
the initiative to other parks too 
after studying the outcome of 
this festival, al-Khelaifi  added.

PHCC strives for sports inclusion 
for persons with special needs

The Primary Health Care 
Corporation (PHCC) 
strives for sports inclu-

sion for all community members, 
focusing on persons with special 
needs, a senior offi  cial said yes-
terday. 

Persons with special needs 
were prioritised following Law 
No. 2 of 2004 in respect of People 
with Special Needs, as well as the 
Doha Declaration 2019, which 
forms a core reference point in-
ternationally for policy develop-
ment about human rights and 
sustainable development in the 
context of disability.

“Engaging persons with spe-
cial needs in a cross-productive 
environment at the profes-
sional and societal level is an 
indispensable step,” observed Dr 
Sadriya al-Kohji, National Lead 
for Healthy Children and Ado-
lescents at the Ministry of Public 
Health and assistant director of 
Medicine for Child & Adolescent 
Health at PHCC. 

Engaging in sports activities 
has many benefi ts for persons 
with special needs, as it enhances 
their physical and mental health 
and helps them form social rela-
tions and merge into society, as 
well as leaving a positive impact 
on their health through preven-
tion of non-communicable dis-
eases, she noted.

“We should recognise the im-
portance of engaging persons 
with special needs in sports ac-
tivities in the health, education 
and sports sectors, so that the 
relevant services are designed, 
and the guiding references are 
formed based on scientifi c evi-
dence,” Dr al-Kohji said. Edu-
cating health professionals, 
physical education teachers, 
administrators of sports sectors, 
and decision-makers concerned 
is also key to recognising the im-
portance of exercise for persons 
with disabilities, in addition to 

providing support for athletes 
with special needs in a fair and 
inclusive manner. This comes as 
part of including such initiatives 
in national and international 
policies and guidelines related 
to physical activity in all relevant 
sectors.

Setting research priorities 
to include athletes with spe-
cial needs would help build evi-
dence-based recommendations 
to develop current services for 
persons with disabilities. As for 
empowering people with special 
needs during the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, services were acces-
sible to all fans. Volunteers were 
trained to facilitate access, of-
fering audio description for the 
opening and closing tournament 
ceremonies, and providing sen-
sory rooms and spaces in the fan 
areas.

The role of decision makers 
and professionals concerned in 
facilitating access to sports fa-
cilities and providing equipment 
is also important, according to Dr 
al-Kohji. Ensuring the success of 
sports activities initiatives for 
persons with special needs is 
dependent in the training pro-
vided to the health sector and 
other relevant sectors for optimal 

counselling, education services 
and maintaining a healthy phy-
sique according to the needs and 
capacities of each individual. 

Building and designing sports 
facilities according to the re-
quirements of persons with spe-
cial needs and their families is a 
fundamental initiative, stressed 
the PHCC offi  cial. “Sports serv-
ices should be designed to fulfi l 
the needs of persons with spe-
cial needs and their families, 
including mental, social, physi-
cal, and economic needs. Serv-
ices include providing indoor or 
outdoor facilities, hiring sports 
coaches according to one’s 
medical condition and physical 
ability, and providing sports pro-
grammes for both genders sepa-
rately, based on the desire of par-
ents of children and adolescents 
with special needs.”

PHCC strives towards off ering 
preventive and awareness serv-
ices that aim to improve various 
health aspects for community 
members. Providing health pro-
motion services, empowering 
community members to adopt a 
healthy lifestyle, raising aware-
ness and off ering health educa-
tional material and making refer-
rals to other facilities are part of 
the action plan.

PHCC also off ers advice to the 
public, on how to follow a healthy 
diet and choose sports activities 
suitable for their age, gender and 
ability. “With this in mind, we at 
the Child and Adolescent Health 
Department have created a tool 
to measure the level of physical 
activity among children and ad-
olescents, to obtain accurate data 
regarding sports activities, based 
on the recommended standards 
for this category. The results help 
in designing and regulating edu-
cational services and activities 
and providing preventive serv-
ices that suit the needs of this 
category,” Dr al-Kohji added.

Dr Sadriya al-Kohji

Special provisions were made for people with special needs at FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

DI signs accord with Sciences Po University

The Doha Institute for 
Graduate Studies (DI) has 
signed a Memorandum 

of Understanding (MoU) and an 
agreement for exchange of stu-
dents and teaching staff  with the 
French University Sciences Po on 
Wednesday. 

The MoU ensures commit-
ment from the two parties to co-
operate in all academic fi elds in 
order to achieve common goals 
in the production and dissemi-
nation of science, and improve 
the educational environment for 
their students, a statement said 
yesterday. 

The agreement added practi-
cal steps on student exchange 
mechanisms, involving profes-
sors from the two universities in 
the teaching process, and dis-
cussing joint research projects. 
The MoU was signed by Dr 
Mathias Vicherat, president of 
Sciences Po, and Dr Abdelwahab 
El Aff endi, president and provost 
of the DI. 

Dr Vicherat described the 
agreement as a fi rst-of-its-kind 
for his university. He talked 
about the common interest in 
excellence in social sciences and 
worldview between both parties, 
in addition to the various fi elds of 
collaboration that both institu-
tions will work hard to invest in. 

Dr El Aff endi expressed DI’s 

pleasure in signing the MoU and 
agreement with a university con-
sidered as the most prominent in 
France in the fi eld of social sci-
ences. The consultations began 
in Paris last May in a meeting be-
tween Dr Vicherat and DI chair-

man Dr Azmi Bishara and Dr El 
Aff endi. The signing ceremony 
was attended by Dr Bishara, Sci-
ences Po’s vice-president of In-
ternational Relations Dr Vanessa 
Scherrer, French ambassador to 
Qatar Jean-Baptiste Faivre and 

other offi  cials from the French 
embassy and the DI. The French 
Embassy had organised a cel-
ebration at the ambassador’s 
residence on Tuesday to mark the 
150th anniversary of Sciences Po 
University, the statement added.

Dr Mathias Vicherat and Dr Abdelwahab El Aff endi at the signing ceremony.
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How many bridges cross 
the Amazon River?

Which management consultant once said, “You cannot predict the future, but 
you can create it”? 

Peter Drucker.
(Roshan Abbas, International School of Oman, Muscat)

Do you have some interesting bytes to share? And, does your vibe attract you 
to the ‘Tribe NI.yays!’ Every week one question from readers will be featured 
here. Please do send it to us at infotainment.factree@gmail.com. And, please do 
mention the school/college/company (or just ‘home-sweet-home’).

Tribe NI.yays

NI1. The Amazon 
River in South 
America is the largest 
river by discharge 
volume of water in 
the world, and the 
disputed longest river 
system in the world 
in comparison to the 

Nile. How many bridges are there to cross 
the river?
NI2. Bad Bunny, Taylor Swift, Harry 
Styles, BTS… these have been some of 
the biggest artistes of 2022, but who was 
YouTube’s most streamed artiste of the 
year?
NI3. Which Oscar winning 1965 musical 
is based on the 1949 memoir of Maria 
von Trapp, The Story of the Trapp Family 
Singers and set in Austria on the eve of 
the Anschluss in 1938?
NI4. Its name comes from Ancient Greek 
word for ‘far’ and Latin word for ‘sight’. 
The first documented usage of the term 
dates back to 1900, when the Russian 
scientist Constantin Perskyi used it in a 
paper that he presented in French at the 
first International Congress of Electricity, 
which ran from August 18 to 25, 1900 dur-
ing the International World Fair in Paris. Its 
inventor first publicly demonstrated this 
technology on January 26, 1926. What are 
we talking about?
NI5. Before adopting its modern-day 
name, the Grammy award was almost 
called the “Eddie” award. What was the 
reason?
NI6. Photographer Eddie Adams took his 
most-known photograph on February 1, 
1968, for which he won the 1969 Pulitzer 
Prize for Spot News Photography and a 
World Press Photo award. What did he 
shoot?
NI7. On July 18, 1903, 60 men arrived at 
the Parc des Princes to complete the first 
what? 
NI8. In the world of cartoons, which 
American media franchise follows 
Leonardo, Michelangelo, Donatello and 
Raphael, four anthropomorphic brothers 
(named after Italian Renaissance artists) 
trained in ninjutsu who fight evil in New 
York City?
NI9. Which president of the US author-

ised the first and only use of nuclear 
weapons in war against Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki in Japan?  
NI10. Below is the first glimpse of a resort 
that will open next year and is tipped as 
the world’s most futuristic hotel with 73 
rooms, hyper-luxury amenities and lodg-
ings in silvery orbs that float on water. 
It will be a 45-minute boat ride from the 
mainland. Name this resort.

Answers
NI1. None. The Amazon, for much of its 
6,920kms length, meanders through ar-
eas that are sparsely populated, meaning 
there are very few major roads for any 
bridge to connect to. 
NI2. Alka Yagnik. As per the Guinness 
Book of Records, her songs recorded 
15.3bn streams, an average of 42mn 
streams per day in 2022. She had 
been the most streamed singer artist 
on YouTube in 2021 and 2020 as well 
with 17bn streams and 16.6bn streams, 
respectively.
NI3. The Sound of Music.
NI4. Television.
NI5. To honour Thomas Edison, who was 
called the “Father of the Gramophone”.
NI6. It was while covering the Viet-
nam War for the Associated Press that 
he took photograph of police chief 
General Nguyen Ngoc Loan, summarily 
executing Nguyen Van Lem, a Vietcong 
prisoner. The photograph became an 
anti-war icon.
NI7. Tour de France, the annual men’s 
multiple-stage bicycle race primarily held 
in France.
NI8. Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 
Leonardo, Michelangelo, Donatello and 
Raphael are four anthropomorphic turtle 
brothers.
NI9. Harry S Truman.
NI10. Sheybarah Resort in Saudi Arabia.

Sidra fruits, one of the winter specialties in Qatar, are seen in a Doha backyard. The sought-after seasonal local delicacy, also known as Kinar, is available across the country. PICTURE: Gulf Times news editor Bonnie James.

Winter delightWinter delight

PISQ at High School 
Medical Conference

A number of students from Pakistan Interna-
tional School Qatar (PISQ) participated in 
‘The High School Medical Conference’ at 

Weill Cornell Medicine-Qatar recently. The event 
was divided into three parts namely, the medical 
conference, workshop and Medicine Unlimited Fair. 

At the conference, several teams from various na-

tions discussed their research on intriguing topics. 
The workshop session was immensely enlightening 
as well. At the Medicine Unlimited Fair, each person 
received a passport with the names of 18 diff erent 
topics or clubs. Each name had an associated task 
table, and their goal was to complete the exercise 
or quiz and receive a stamp. Each passport required 

a minimum of fi ve stamps before moving on to the 
next one. They received rewards such as chocolates, 
bands, pens, bookmarks, teddy bears, magnets, 
caps, and so on. 

“The volunteers and professors appreciated the 
comprehension, knowledge and educational es-
tablishment of our learners. Our students marked 
their presence with confi dence, great display of 
knowledge and understanding and vibrant com-
munication skills that brought great prestige to 
their institute and mentors. Overall, it was a fun 
way to explore and learn new things,” a PISQ state-
ment added.

PISQ students in National Chemistry Olympiad 2023
Five top performing students of 
Pakistan International School Qatar’s 
Grade 12 SGW – Manal Rauf, Ruqia 
Gul, Hafsa Imran, Ayesha Mir and 
Mariam Fatima – appeared in the first 
round test of the National Chemistry 
Olympiad 2023, organised by the 
Ministry of Education and Higher 
Education (MoEHE) recently. They 
were supervised by chemistry 
subject teacher Sumayyah Hameed. 
The preparation is part of Qatar’s 
participation in the International 
Chemistry Olympiad in July in 
Japan. The chosen students will 
be examined again through more 
than one stage to select the best to 
represent Qatar.



Vikramaditya B Kishan Ramesh Hridul Sreenivasan Alan Tom George Thomas

CIC holds function to mark 
India Republic Day

Colouring contest for children
Centre for Indian Community (CIC) Qatar – Rayyan zone conducted a special function in connection with In-
dia Republic Day celebrations. Shahnawaz Khalid delivered the keynote speech. A special training programme 
for volunteers was led by Mohamed Aslam. Secretary Abdul Jalil M M presided, volunteer acting captain 
Abdul Razzak welcomed the gathering and public service division chairman Siddique Vengara proposed a 
vote of thanks. Zonal president Mohamed Ali Shantapuram spoke. Secretary Shibili Sibgatullah and executive 
members Tahir T K and Harris K were present.

As part of the India Republic Day celebrations, Malarwadi 
children’s organisation  - Rayyan zone held a colouring 
competition for those up to 13. The winners: Kids - Sara, Mishab 
and Aimee; junior - Afia, Tamima Tamim, Hamdan Riaz; senior - 
Fatima Naureen, Shanza Shihab and Eishal Abdul Shukur. The 
prizes were distributed by the Centre for Indian Community 

general secretary Naufal Paleri,  Rayyan zonal president 
Muhammad Ali Shantapuram, secretary Shibili Sibgatullah and 
Women India Rayyan zonal vice president Sajna Karuvattil. 
Malarwadi office bearers Abdul Jaleel M M, Binsu, Shirin, 
Rasheeda, Salina, Shafna, Zainaba, Faseela, Fahad, Zakir Hussain 
and Siddique Vengara co-ordinated the event.
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MES students attend PBD live telecast

Republic Day meeting by AMU Alumni ToastmastersPositive Parenting session at MES

Safety day at DPS-MIS

Cleanliness drive at MES kindergarten section

Maharashtra Mandal Qatar 
elects new committee

Grade VIII students of MES Indian School recently attended the live telecast of the inaugural ceremony of Pravasi Bharatyia Diwas held in Indore, 
Madhya Pradesh, India.  Indian ambassador Dr Deepak Mittal addressed the students on the significance of the day, at the event at the Indian 
Cultural Centre. Teacher in-charge Jency George accompanied the students.The programme enlightened the children on the role of the Indian 
diaspora across the globe.

AMU Alumni Toastmasters Club dedi-
cated its 45th meeting to the theme of 
‘Celebrations’ to mark the 74th Republic 
Day of India. President Dr Nadeem Zafar 
Jilani was introduced and invited by 
sergeant-at-arms Abad Khan. Dr Jilani wel-
comed the participants and guests and 
paid tribute to freedom fighters, particu-
larly Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose whose 
birth anniversary fell on January 23. Dr 
Deepak Talreja, the Toastmaster of the 
day, conducted the meeting. The guest 
speaker was Alifia Abidi, project manager 
at Mannai Corporation. There were pre-
pared speeches from Shafqat Nabi, Irfan 
and Imaduddin. Nayeem Aman and Mah-
jabeen were voted best evaluators and 
nominated to represent the club in area 
contests. Dr Jilani who also performed the 
role of general evaluator then invited the 
role players Farman Khan, Nayeem Aman, 
Asma Naz and Lutfi Kakar to give their 
reports and gave feedback on the general 
conduct of the meeting. Other notable at-
tendees were Jawed Ahmad, Qamar, Jee 
Shan and Azhar.

With an objective to foster relationship between parents and children in view of the upcoming board examination, 
MES Indian School organised an orientation programme titled ‘Positive Parenting’ for parents of grades XII and X 
students over three days. Principal Hameeda Kadar provided tips to handle the pressure faced by children during 
the examination. Parents were also urged to spend ample quality time at home with their children.

DPS-Modern Indian School organised 
a ‘School Safety Day’ recently to brief 
students on major safety concerns and 
highlight the collective responsibility of 
everyone to provide a safe learning en-
vironment. During the morning prayer 
session, the entire school took a pledge 
and promised to assert safety in day-to-
day life. A special assembly by students 
of grade IV stressed the importance of 
safety at every step of life. The students 
of grade I & II were involved in the col-
ouring activity to educate them about 
the necessity of safety measures at all 
levels. Junior school vice-principal Shifa 
Shaikh gave safety guidelines.

As a part of Swachtha 
Pakhwada Campaign, 
a cleanliness drive, the 
kindergarten section 
of MES Indian School 
organised an exhibition 
on ‘Best out of Waste’ 
recently. President K 
Abdul Karim inaugu-
rated. Children used 
reusable and recyclable 
materials such as news-
papers, shoe boxes, 
bangles, ice cream 
sticks and many more 
to create an array of 
display items and use-
ful day-to-day objects.

Maharashtra Mandal Qatar (MMQ) elected its new management committee for 2023-24 at the 27th annual 
general meeting recently. The new off ice-bearers are Rakesh Panditrao Wagh (president), Rachana Ravikant 
Chaudhari (vice-president), Parag Sureshrao Sonawane (general secretary), Manish Shantilal Shah (treasurer), 
Ajay Suryakant Dhole (joint secretary) and Siddhesh Shivshankar Zade, Nilesh Ulhas Vaidya, Amruta Sunit 
Patil, Vidya Vinod Mogare, Manasi (Gayatri) Harish Modak, Anilkumar Dadaso Kadam (committee members). 
The following consultants, auditors, and mentors were also appointed: Sachin Patwardhan (auditor), Sanjay 
Patil (chief adviser), Neelambari Savardekar, Sachin Kinhikar, Deepak Zagade, Nandkumar Khilari (advisers), 
Chirag Doshi, Rajesh Kale (mentors).

BPS students win prizes at QCSC

Four students from Birla Public School won prizes at the 2022 Qatar Children’s Science Congress (QCSC), 
organised by the Science India Forum-Qatar (SIFQ). Hridul Sreenivasan and Alan Tom George Thomas bagged 
the first runner-up position in the junior category. Kishan Ramesh and Vikramaditya B were the first runner-up 
in the senior category. Team leader Ramesh qualified for National Children’s Science Congress in Ahmedabad, 
India. The teams were guided by mentors Kalidasan Shanmugam and Sunitha Ramesh, respectively.



WORLD
7Gulf Times 

Friday, February 3, 2023

Pope Francis has urged tens of thou-
sands of young people in the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo (DR Con-

go) to work towards a better future and shun 
corruption in the deeply Catholic country, 
which is plagued by violence in its east.

The 86-year-old Pontiff  arrived at Mar-
tyrs’ stadium in the capital Kinshasa on his 
popemobile, off ering blessings to an ecstatic 
crowd, who roared and danced in the stands.

Young people started to fl ock to the 
80,000-capacity stadium overnight.

Organisers put the size of the crowd yes-
terday at 65,000, on the third day of the Ar-
gentine’s visit to Africa’s biggest Catholic 
country.

About 60% of the central African nation 
of roughly 100mn people are under the age 
of 20, according to UN fi gures.

As well as confl ict, young people face per-
sistent unemployment.

Addressing the stadium, the Pope urged 
the crowd to build a better future for the 
church and their country.

“You are part of a greater history, one that 
calls you to take an active role as a builder 
of communion, a champion of fraternity, 
an indomitable dreamer of a more united 
world,” he said.

The Pope’s speech was interrupted so of-
ten by applause and cheers that at one point 
an organiser took a microphone and shouted 
“let the Pope speak” before he could con-
tinue.

“Beware of the temptation to point a fi n-
ger at someone, to exclude another person 
because he or she is diff erent; beware of re-
gionalism, tribalism, or anything that makes 
you feel secure in your own group,” Francis 
told them. “You know what happens: fi rst, 
you believe in prejudices about others, then 
you justify hatred, then violence, and in the 
end, you fi nd yourself in the middle of a war.”

The Pope also asked the crowd to chant 
“no to corruption” after him.

“Never give in to the persuasive but poi-
sonous temptations of corruption,” he said 
in Italian.

Some of the youngsters chanted slogans 
hostile to Congolese President Felix Tsh-
isekedi.

The anti-corruption theme struck a 
chord with many young people in the sta-
dium, who denounced their own leaders as 
corrupt and complained of routinely having 
to pay bribes to receive what should be ordi-
nary services.

“The Pope is right,” said Joel Muhemereri 
Amani, 21, an art student. “Because the 
country is going badly, imagine, to enter 
somewhere you have to corrupt the police. 
And I hope that the government, the police 
will change in this respect.”

Genovic Lobombo, a medical student, 
said he had come up against corruption dur-
ing his time at university.

“In order to succeed, you have to give 
money,” he said. “Corruption reigns here.”

The United Nations says African econo-
mies lose nearly $150 billion to corruption 
each year.

Francis later met Congolese Prime Minis-
ter Sama Lukonde at the Apostolic Nuncia-
ture in Kinshasa, the Holy See’s diplomatic 
delegation.

He then met priests at the city’s Notre-
Dame du Congo cathedral and warned them 
against the “temptation of worldly comfort”.

About 40% of the country’s population is 
Catholic, according to offi  cial statistics, and 
the church retains huge infl uence despite 
secularism being enshrined in the constitu-
tion.

On Wednesday, the Pope hosted a mass 
at Kinshasa’s airport that organisers said 
drew about 1mn people, some of whom had 
camped out all night to get a spot.

He later met victims of confl ict in the DR 
Congo’s mineral-rich east, some of whom 
had suff ered appalling violence.

His face grave, Francis called for mercy 
from God.

“May he convert the hearts of those who 
carry out brutal atrocities, which bring 
shame upon all humanity,” he said.

He said the confl ict was being driven by 
greed and called on combatants to lay down 
their arms.

Scores of armed groups roam eastern DR 
Congo, many of them a legacy of two wars 
at the end of the 20th century that sucked in 
countries from around the region.

The DR Congo is replete with minerals, 
timber and fresh water, yet remains one of 
the poorest countries in the world where 
corruption is entrenched.

On Tuesday, the Pope – speaking before 
an audience of Congolese politicians and 
other dignitaries – said that the DR Congo 
had been hamstrung by a long history of ex-
ploitation.

“Political exploitation gave way to an 
economic colonialism that was equally en-
slaving,” he said. “As a result, this country, 
massively plundered, has not benefi ted ad-
equately from its immense resources.”

Many Congolese warmly welcomed the 
Pope’s message, and some hoped it would 
bring change.

This morning Francis will address Con-
golese bishops in Kinshasa before boarding 
a plane for South Sudan, where he will stay 
for three days.

Pope urges Congo’s youth 
to build a better future
AFP/Reuters
Kinshasa

Pope Francis receives flowers from a child during his apostolic journey in Kinshasa 
yesterday.

Gunmen wielding explosives bombed a lo-
cal election offi  ce and a police station in 
southeast Nigeria, killing a teenage boy and 

destroying voting materials, offi  cials said, weeks 
before the country’s presidential ballot.

The attack on Wednesday on the Idemili offi  ce 
of the Independent National Electoral Commission 
(INEC) in Anambra state was the latest attack on 
electoral authorities in the lead up to the February 
25 election.

Insecurity is a major issue in the campaign for the 
vote to succeed President Muhammadu Buhari, a 
former army commander who is stepping down af-
ter two terms allowed in the constitution.

“The building was substantially damaged. All 
furniture and other items were destroyed, including 
non-sensitive materials recently delivered in readi-
ness for the 2023 General Election,” INEC’s national 
spokesman Festus Okoye said in a statement late on 
Wednesday.

He said among the items lost were 729 ballot box-
es, 243 voting cubicles and 256 election bags.

Okoye said that voters cards yet to be collected by 
their owners for the ballot were not aff ected by the 
fi re.

“The destruction appears to have been co-ordi-
nated as the Mobile Police Station in the LGA (local 
government area) was similarly attacked,” he added.

Since it emerged from military rule in 1999, elec-
tions in Africa’s most populous nation have often 
been marred by violence, claims of vote-rigging 
and logistical problems.

The INEC has expressed concerns over repeated 
attacks on its facilities, fearing they may jeopardise 

the election, though INEC’s chairman Mahmood 
Yakubu has said the upcoming ballot will go ahead 
as planned and without delays.

However, Yakubu said this week there were some 
concerns about recent gasoline shortages aff ecting 
logistics on election day.

The INEC met with the NNPC state oil company 
to discuss how to manage any scarcity.

“The truth is our arrangements may be negative-
ly aff ected by the non-availability of products,” he 
told reporters.

Anambra police spokesman Ikenga Tochukwu 
said that Wednesday’s gunmen, armed also with 
improvised explosives and petrol bombs, invaded 
the INEC offi  ce, the police station and the residen-
tial building in the station.

He said a boy was killed and a girl injured in the 
assault.

Violence in southeast Nigeria is often blamed on 
the separatist militant group Indigenous People of 
Biafra (IPOB) and its armed wing, the Eastern Se-
curity Network.

IPOB, which agitates for a separate state for eth-
nic Igbo people in the southeast, has repeatedly de-
nied any responsibility for the violence.

Scores of police and other security personnel 
have been killed in southeastern states since the be-
ginning of last year in targeted attacks, according to 
local media tallies.

Separatism is sensitive in Nigeria, where a 1967 
call for an independent Republic of Biafra in the 
southeast by Igbo army offi  cers sparked a three-
year civil war that left more than 1mn people dead.

Nigeria’s armed forces are also battling on several 
other fronts: religious militants are fi ghting a 13-
year war in the country’s northeast, while heavily 
armed criminal gangs carry out mass kidnappings 
and looting raids in the rural northwest.

Local election offi  ce attacked 
in weeks before Nigeria vote
AFP
Lagos

France to host international meeting 
on crisis-hit Lebanon next week

France will host an international meeting on Monday on how to end 
months of political deadlock in cash-strapped Lebanon, the foreign 
ministry said.
The Paris gathering is to be attended by representatives from 
France, the US, Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Egypt, foreign ministry 
spokeswoman Anne-Claire Legendre said yesterday.
Lebanon is being run by a caretaker government and is also 
without a president as lawmakers have repeatedly failed to elect 
a successor to Michel Aoun, whose mandate expired at the end of 
October.
The political impasse has hampered eff orts to lift the Mediterranean 
country out of its worst-ever financial crisis.
The currency has lost more than 95% of its market value to the 
dollar since 2019, and more than 80% of the population lives in 
poverty, according to the United Nations.
It was not immediately clear if any Lebanese representatives had 
been invited.
No meeting at ministerial level has been planned for now, Legendre 
said. – AFP

Pushing her son on a swing at a 
playground on a sunny winter’s 
day in Madrid, former Afghan 

prosecutor Obaida Sharar expresses re-
lief that she found asylum in Spain af-
ter fl eeing Afghanistan shortly after the 
Taliban took over.

Sharar, who arrived in Madrid with 
her family, is one of 19 female prosecu-
tors to have found asylum in the coun-
try after being left in limbo in Pakistan 
without offi  cial refugee status for up 
to a year after the Taliban’s return to 
power.

She feels selfi sh being happy while 
her fellow women suff er, she said.

“Most Afghan women and girls that 
remain in Afghanistan don’t have the 
right to study, to have a social life or 
even go to a beauty salon,” Sharar said. 
“I cannot be happy.”

Women’s freedoms in her home 
country were abruptly curtailed in 2021 
with the arrival of a government that 
enforces a strict interpretation of Islam.

The Taliban administration has 
banned most female aid workers and 
last year stopped women and girls from 
attending high school and university.

Sharar’s work and that of her female 
peers while they lived in Afghanistan 
was dangerous.

Female judges and prosecutors were 
threatened and became the target of re-

venge attacks as they undertook work 
overseeing the trial and conviction of 
men accused of gender crimes, includ-
ing rape and murder.

She was part of a group of 32 women 
judges and prosecutors that left Af-
ghanistan only to be stuck in Pakistan 

for up to a year trying to fi nd asylum.
A prosecutor, who gave only her ini-

tials as S M due to fears over her safety 
and who specialised in gender violence 
and violence against children said: “I 
was the only female prosecutor in the 
province ... I received threats from Tali-

ban members and the criminals who I 
had sent to prison.”

Now she and her family are also in 
Spain.

Many of the women have said they 
felt abandoned by Western govern-
ments and international organisations.

Ignacio Rodriguez, a Spanish lawyer 
and president of Bilbao-based 14 Law-
yers, a non-governmental organisation 
which defends prosecuted lawyers, said 
that the women had been held up as 
symbols of democratic success only to 
be discarded.

The United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said that 
it is not in a position to comment on 
specifi c cases.

“The government of Pakistan has not 
agreed to recognise newly arriving Af-
ghans as refugees,” the UNHCR said in 
a statement. “Since 2021, the UNHCR 
has been in discussions with the gov-
ernment on measures and mechanisms 
to support vulnerable Afghans. Regret-
tably, no progress has been made.”

The foreign ministry of Pakistan did 
not respond immediately to a request 
for comment.

Pakistan is home to millions of refu-
gees from Afghanistan who fl ed after 
the Soviet Union’s invasion in 1979 and 
during the subsequent civil war.

Most of them are yet to return despite 
Pakistan’s push to repatriate them un-
der diff erent programmes.

The Taliban has said that any Afghan 
who fl ed the country since it took power 
in 2021 can return safely through a re-
patriation council.

“Afghanistan is the joint home of 
all Afghans,” said Bilal Karimi, deputy 
spokesperson for the Taliban adminis-
tration. “They can live here without any 
threat.”

Women prosecutors once seen as symbols of democracy fi nd asylum
Reuters
Madrid

A group of Afghan women prosecutors stand during sunrise in Islamabad, as they wait for their asylum requests to be 
addressed after fleeing Afghanistan fearing persecution by the Taliban government, in this picture taken September 22.

Israel’s AG 
tells PM to 
stay out of 
push for 
judicial 
changes

Reuters
Jerusalem

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu must stay out 
of his cabinet’s push to 

overhaul the judicial system, a 
plan that could give the govern-
ment “unlimited power”, Israel’s 
attorney-general said yesterday, 
adding friction to a bitter row 
over the proposals.

In an offi  cial legal advisory 
to Justice Minister Yariv Levin, 
Gali Baharav-Miara said that the 
planned changes would harm 
the country’s democratic checks 
and balances, and risked giving 
government unbridled power 
that would be “a sure recipe for 
harming human rights and clean 
governance”.

The plans to strengthen po-
litical control over appointments 
of judges, including the Supreme 
Court, while weakening that 
body’s ability to overturn legis-
lation or rule against the govern-
ment have brought tens of thou-
sands of Israelis onto the streets 
in nationwide protests.

Critics say that the proposed 
changes will politicise the judi-
ciary and compromise its inde-
pendence, foster corruption and 
harm Israel’s legal protection 
abroad and its economy.

In a statement earlier, Bahar-
av-Miara said that Netanyahu is 
prohibited from involvement in 
the proposals, because of a con-
fl ict of interest posed by his on-
going corruption trial, in which 
he has denied wrongdoing.

Netanyahu had no immediate 
comment.

Levin accused the attorney-
general of trying to silence the 
prime minister.

Coalition lawmaker Simcha 
Rothman said the judicial over-
haul has nothing to do with the 
criminal case against Netanyahu 
and Baharav-Miara’s instruction 
would have no impact on its ad-
vancement.

Rothman, who heads the 
Knesset’s Constitution, Law and 
Justice Committee, was briefi ng 
diplomats and journalists at the 
Jerusalem Centre For Public Af-
fairs.

Baharav-Miara was appointed 
under the previous government, 
which had ousted Netanyahu in 
2021.

Now in his sixth term astride a 
hard-right coalition, Netanyahu 
argues that the judiciary has 
overstepped its bounds in recent 
years, with his allies describing 
the Supreme Court as elitist and 
leftist.

Western allies seize arms shipment 
bound for Yemen’s rebels: Pentagon

An operation by Western allies reportedly led by France seized a 
boatload of weapons and ammunition allegedly being sent to Yemen 
from Iran last month, the US military said.
More than 3,000 assault rifles, 578,000 rounds of ammunition and 23 
anti-tank guided missiles were recovered in the January 15 operation 
in the Gulf of Oman, the US Central Command (Centcom) said on 
Wednesday.
Centcom, which oversees American military operations across the 
Middle East, said the US supported the interdiction operation, while not 
specifying which partner led it.
However, the Wall Street Journal said it was undertaken by French 
special forces, citing off icials familiar with the operation.
The operation took place “along routes historically used to traff ic 
weapons unlawfully from Iran to Yemen”, Centcom said in a statement.
Iran however dismissed the statement, saying that the US claims were 
“politically motivated” and aimed at “misdirecting the people of the 
world”.
Tehran’s foreign ministry spokesman Nasser Kanani said in a statement 
yesterday that countries that sold weapons to states that have 
“invaded” Yemen were “not in a position to accuse others”. – AFP

Iranian fi lm director Jafar Panahi has 
started a hunger strike in prison to pro-
test the authorities’ refusal to release 

him temporarily on bail pending retrial, 
the activist HRANA news agency reported.

Panahi was detained in July and told that 
he would serve a six-year prison sentence 
originally issued by a Tehran court in 2010.

“According to the law, I should have been 
released on bail after my request for retrial 
was accepted but my case has been delayed 
for more than 100 days,” the 62-year-old 
fi lm director wrote in a letter, according to 
HRANA.

“This is in stark contrast with the speedy 
trials of innocent youth which are brought 
to the gallows 30 days after their arrest,” 
added the director, who won the Cannes 
Film Festival’s Camera d’Or prize for his 
1995 movie White Balloon.

He started his dry hunger strike, refus-
ing food and water, from Wednesday, he 
said in the statement.

“Today, like many people trapped in 
Iran, I have no choice but to protest against 
this inhumane behaviour with my dearest 
possession – my life,” said Panahi.

“In protest against the illegal and inhu-
mane behaviour of the judicial and security 
apparatus and this hostage-taking, I have 
started a dry hunger strike as of February 
1,” he said. “I will refuse to eat and drink 

any food and medicine until the time of my 
release. I will remain in this state until per-
haps my lifeless body is freed from prison.” 

There was no immediate reaction to the 
HRANA report from Iranian authorities on 
state media.

Iran’s judiciary said in July Panahi would 
serve a six-year sentence over charges of 
“propaganda against the system” and in-
citing opposition protests after the 2009 
election that led to months of political tur-
moil.

Since then, nationwide protests sparked 
by the death in police custody of Kurd-
ish Iranian young woman Mahsa Amini on 
September 16 2022 have represented one of 
the toughest challenges to the Islamic Re-
public.

Jailed fi lmmaker Jafar Panahi on hunger strike

Reuters/AFP
Dubai/Paris
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US drills could
turn region
into critical war
zone: N Korea
Reuters
Seoul

North Korea yesterday said 
that drills by the US and 
its allies have reached an 

“extreme red-line” and threat-
en to turn the peninsula into a 
“huge war arsenal and a more 
critical war zone.”

The foreign ministry state-
ment, carried by state news 
agency KCNA, said Pyongyang 
was not interested in dialogue as 
long as Washington pursues hos-
tile policies.

“The military and political sit-
uation on the Korean peninsula 
and in the region has reached 
an extreme red-line due to the 
reckless military confrontational 
manoeuvres and hostile acts of 
the US and its vassal forces,” an 
unnamed ministry spokesperson 
said in the statement.

It cited a visit to Seoul this 
week by US Defence Secretary 
Lloyd Austin. On Tuesday, Aus-
tin and his South Korean coun-
terpart vowed to expand military 
drills and deploy more “strategic 
assets,” such as aircraft carri-
ers and long-range bombers, to 
counter North Korea’s weapons 
development and prevent a war.

“This is a vivid expression of 
the US dangerous scenario which 
will result in turning the Korean 
peninsula into a huge war arsenal 
and a more critical war zone,” the 
North Korean statement said.

The US has pushed to expand 
military, political, and economic 
ties across Asia. 

North Korea said it would re-
spond to any military moves by 
the US, and had strong coun-
teraction strategies, including 
“the most overwhelming nuclear 
force” if necessary.

On Wednesday, the US and 
South Korea carried out a joint 
air drill with American B-1B 
heavy bombers and F-22 stealth 
fi ghters, as well as F-35 jets from 
both countries, according to 
South Korea’s defence ministry.

“The combined air drills this 
time show the US’ will and ca-
pabilities to provide strong and 
credible extended deterrence 

against North Korea’s nuclear 
and missile threats,” the defence 
ministry said in a statement.

In Washington, the White 
House rejected the North Ko-
rean statement and reiterated a 
willingness to meet with North 
Korean diplomats “at a time and 
place convenient for them.”

“We have made clear we have 
no hostile intent toward the 
DPRK and seek serious and sus-
tained diplomacy to address the 
full range of issues of concern 
to both countries and the re-
gion,” said a spokesperson for the 
White House National Security 
Council, referring to the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of Ko-
rea, the offi  cial name for North 
Korea.

More than 28,500 American 
troops are based in South Ko-
rea as a legacy of the 1950-1953 
Korean War, which ended in an 
armistice rather than a peace 
treaty.

“We reject the notion that our 
joint exercises with partners in 
the region serve as any sort of 
provocation. These are routine 
exercises fully consistent with 
past practice,” the White House 
statement said.

Last year, North Korea con-
ducted a record number of bal-
listic missile tests, which are 
banned by UN Security Council 
resolutions.

It was also observed reopening 
its shuttered nuclear weapons 
test site, raising expectations of 
a nuclear test for the fi rst time 
since 2017.

In New York, South Korea’s 
foreign minister, Park Jin, met 
with the United Nations secre-
tary-general Antonio Guterres 
on Wednesday and called for 
the UN’s continued attention to 
North Korea’s recent provoca-
tions and eff orts to implement 
sanctions on the reclusive re-
gime.

Guterres said any resumption 
of nuclear testing by North Korea 
would deal a devastating blow to 
regional and international secu-
rity, and reaffi  rmed support to 
build lasting peace on the Korean 
peninsula, according to Park’s 
offi  ce.

Philippines expands US
access to military bases
AFP
Manila

The US and the Philippines 
yesterday announced a 
deal to give US troops ac-

cess to another four bases in the 
Southeast Asian nation, as the 
longtime allies seek to counter 
China’s military rise.

The agreement to expand co-
operation in “strategic areas of 
the country” was made during 
a visit by US Defence Secretary 
Lloyd Austin.

It comes as the countries seek 
to repair ties that were fractured 
in recent years.

Previous Philippine president 
Rodrigo Duterte favoured China 
over his country’s former colo-
nial master, but the new admin-
istration of Ferdinand Marcos 
has been keen to reverse that.

Beijing’s growing assertive-
ness on Taiwan and its building 
of bases in the disputed South 
China Sea have given fresh im-
petus to Washington and Manila 
to strengthen their partnership.

Given its proximity to Tai-
wan and its surrounding wa-
ters, co-operation from the 
Philippines would be key in the 
event of a conflict with China, 
which a four-star US Air Force 
general has warned could hap-

pen as early as 2025.
The four new locations bring 

the total number of sites acces-
sible to US forces to nine, Austin 
told reporters yesterday.

Talks were ongoing for a po-
tential 10th site, a senior Philip-
pine offi  cial said.

The announcement came as 
the US reopened its embassy in 
the Solomon Islands after a 30-
year hiatus as it competes with 
China for infl uence in the South 
Pacifi c.

The US and the Philippines 
have a decades-old security al-
liance that includes a mutual 
defence treaty and the 2014 En-
hanced Defense Co-operation 

Agreement, which allows US 
troops to rotate through fi ve 
Philippine bases, including 
those near disputed waters.

It also allows the US military 
to store defence equipment and 
supplies on those bases.

The EDCA stalled under Du-
terte, but Marcos has sought to 
accelerate its implementation.

Philippine defence secretary 
Carlito Galvez told reporters the 
location of the new sites would 
be made public after local com-
munities and offi  cials had been 
consulted.

But it has been widely report-
ed that most of the locations 
are on the main island of Luzon 

– the closest Philippine land-
mass to Taiwan – where the US 
already has access to two bases.

The fourth will reportedly be 
on the western island of Pala-
wan, facing the Spratly Islands 
in the hotly contested South 
China Sea, taking the number of 
sites there to two.

Austin said the allies were 
committed to “strengthening 
our mutual capacities to resist 
armed attack”, as he accused 
China of making “illegitimate 
claims in the West Philippine 
Sea”.

Manila refers to waters im-
mediately west of the country as 
the West Philippine Sea.

Anti-Adani slogans raised by 
MPs in India’s parliament
Reuters
New Delhi

Opposition lawmakers 
shouted slogans against 
the Adani Group in India’s 

parliament yesterday after a report 
by a US short seller that accused 
the conglomerate of improper use 
of tax havens and stock manipula-
tion, while also raising concerns 
over high debt levels.

The protest by opposition par-
ties came a day after the group’s 
fl agship company abandoned its 
$2.5bn stock off ering.

Adani Group’s market losses 
have risen to more than $100bn 
since last week when short seller 
Hindenburg Research published 
the critical report.

The opposition Congress 
party is pressing Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to speak on the 
matter and has called for an in-
dependent judicial probe into the 
allegations made against Adani 
Group.

The conglomerate has de-
nied the accusations, saying the 
short-seller’s allegation of stock 
manipulation has “no basis” and 
stems from an ignorance of In-
dian law.

Both houses of the parliament 
were adjourned for the day as the 
opposition parties chanted anti-
Adani slogans, including ‘Down 
with Modi-Adani’.

Billionaire Gautam Adani, who 
founded the Adani Group, and 
Prime Minister Modi hail from 
the western state of Gujarat and 
their relationship has long drawn 
scrutiny from opposition politi-
cians.

Adani has denied allegations 
that he had benefi ted from close 
ties with Modi.

India’s government has denied 
allegations of favouring Adani.

Meanwhile, India’s central 
bank has asked local banks for 
details of their exposure to the 
Adani group of companies, gov-
ernment and banking sources 
said yesterday.

The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) did not immediately re-
spond to a request for comment.

The sources declined to be 
identified because they were 
not authorised to speak to the 
media.

Shares in Adani group of com-
panies plunged yesterday after 
the conglomerate, led by tycoon 
Gautam Adani, shelved a $2.5bn 
share sale amid a turbulent mar-
ket, citing the need to insulate 
investors from potential losses.

Information being sought by 
the RBI includes details of collat-
eral being used to back loans and 
any indirect exposure banks may 
have, one of the sources said.

The Indian banking sector’s 
direct exposure to the Adani 
group was just 0.6%, Soci-
ete Generale said in a report on 
Wednesday.

It said markets are “overpric-
ing” the risk to Indian lenders 
of their exposure to the Adani 
Group and that a selloff  in bank-
ing shares seemed overdone.

Sri Lanka military personnel take part in an 
Independence Day parade rehearsal in Colombo 
yesterday, as the country prepares to mark the 75th 
anniversary of independence from Britain tomorrow.

Lanka parade rehearsal

The Paris Club of creditor nations is ready to 
provide financing assurances to Sri Lanka, a key 
step needed to unlock a $2.9bn bailout by the 
International Monetary Fund, two sources said. 
The informal group of bilateral lenders is set to 
announce its support to the crisis-hit nation on 
a debt overhaul “soon”, said one of the sources, 
who asked not to be named because the talks are 
private. The Asian island nation, which is grappling 
with soaring inflation, a recession and currency 
depreciation, entered into a staff  level agreement 
with the IMF last September. But it needs financing 
assurances from key bilateral lenders before the 
fund’s executive board approves the programme.

Energy supplier British Gas yesterday said it 
would no longer “force-fit” prepayment meters 
in homes of customers behind on their bills 
following criticism they were targeting vulnerable 
people. Energy companies in the UK can obtain 
court warrants that allow them to enter people’s 
homes and fit the pay-as-you-go meters, with 
customers at risk of having their gas supply cut 
off  if they fail to top them up. An undercover 
investigation by The Times found that contractors 
working for British Gas sent debt collectors 
to “break into” homes and “force-fit” meters. 
Centrica, the parent company of British Gas, said 
it was suspending “all warrant activity”.

Australia will remove the British monarch from 
its banknotes, replacing the late Queen Elizabeth 
II’s image on its $5 note with a design honouring 
Indigenous culture, the central bank said yesterday. 
The decision to leave her successor King Charles III 
off  the $5 note means no monarch would remain 
on Australia’s paper currency. The Reserve Bank 
of Australia (RBA) said it would consult Indigenous 
people on a new design that “honours the culture 
and history of the First Australians”. The central 
bank said its decision was supported by the centre-
left Labor government of Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese, who favours an eventual move to an 
Australian republic.

The UK government ordered a public inquiry 
to assess whether the worst terror attack of 
Northern Ireland’s ‘Troubles’, which killed 29 
people, could have been prevented by police. A 
British judge has ruled that there were “plausible” 
grounds to say the August 1998 bombing in the 
market town of Omagh could have been stopped. 
The dead included a woman pregnant with twins. 
Judge Mark Horner said in 2021 that both the UK 
and Irish governments should examine apparent 
security failings prior to the car bomb detonating 
on a busy Saturday afternoon, wounding 220 
other people. The attack was claimed by the “Real 
IRA”, a dissident pro-Irish group.

An Indian journalist held in custody for more 
than two years without trial walked free 
yesterday after being granted bail in a money 
laundering case. Siddique Kappan was arrested 
in October 2020 in the northern state of Uttar 
Pradesh, where he had travelled to report on a 
high-profile gang rape case. He and three others 
were accused of belonging to a fundamentalist 
group and eventually charged with conspiracy 
to incite violence. Kappan yesterday said he had 
been unjustly detained and he had only travelled 
from his home state of Kerala to work as a 
reporter. “I’m innocent, I’m a journalist,” he said 
after his release from jail in the city of Lucknow.

Paris Club ‘to give Lanka
financing assurances’

UK firm halts force-fitting
of prepayment meters 

Australia to oust British
monarch from banknotes

UK orders inquiry into
N Ireland’s deadliest attack

Indian journalist walks
free after two years in jail 
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Frozen waterfall

Tourists visit a frozen waterfall in the Drang area of Tangmarh, Kashmir, India, yesterday.

Hong Kong off ers 500,000 free
fl ights aft er Covid isolation
Hong Kong is ready to welcome 
the world back, its leader said 
yesterday, pledging more than 
half a million free flights and 
positive publicity to revive the 
once-vibrant global hub after 
three years of Covid-enforced 
isolation.
The government’s rebranding 
campaign, ‘Hello, Hong Kong’, 
bills itself as an eff ort to tell 
“good stories” about the 
southern Chinese city.
Promising “no isolation, no 
quarantine and no restrictions” 
during a speech to business 
and tourism heavyweights, 
Chief Executive John Lee 
announced 500,000 free 
air tickets for visitors to 
experience the city’s “hustle 
and bustle”. The giveaway will 
open in March, and mainly be 
distributed by local airlines 
Cathay Pacific, HK Express and 
Hong Kong Airlines.
Another 80,000 tickets will 
be off ered to residents in the 
summer, with the carriers yet to 
announce destinations.
“This, ladies and gentlemen, is 
probably the world’s biggest 
welcome ever,” Lee said.
Adherence to Beijing’s zero-

Covid doctrine of quarantine, 
closed borders and face masks 
kept Hong Kong largely virus-
free until a deadly Omicron 
outbreak at the start of 2022.
But it also contributed to an 
economic recession and the 
exodus of more than 2.5% of 
the population.
Even as business leaders 
warned Hong Kong would need 
a full Covid exit plan before any 
meaningful reboot, off icials 
insisted on gradually rolling 
back restrictions.
The controls closed off  what 
was previously one of Asia’s 
most connected cities.
Hong Kong welcomed just 
600,000 visitors in 2022, less 
than 1% of 2018’s figure.
More than 130 international 
companies have shuttered 
their Hong Kong off ices over 
the past three years, while a 
recent survey of 253 Japanese 
firms showed securing quality 
workers was their top concern.
More than a quarter of the 
surveyed companies worried 
about brain drain due to the 
national security law Beijing 
imposed in 2020 to quell huge 
and often violent protests.
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US House of Representatives Re-
publicans have ousted Demo-
crat Ilhan Omar from a high-

profi le committee over remarks which 
were widely condemned as anti-Se-
mitic, two years after Democrats re-
moved two Republicans from commit-
tee assignments.

The deeply divided House voted 218-
211 along party lines to remove Omar 
from the Foreign Aff airs Committee 
with Republicans citing the 2019 re-
marks for which she later apologised.

One Republican voted “present”.
“I am a Muslim, I’m an immigrant 

and, interestingly, I’m from Africa,” 
Omar, a 40-year-old Minnesota pro-
gressive, said in a defi ant fl oor speech 
ahead of her removal from the For-
eign Aff airs Committee. “Is anyone 

surprised that I’m being targeted? 
Is anyone surprised that I am some-
how deemed unworthy to speak about 
American foreign policy?”

Republicans, who won a narrow 
House majority in November’s election 
after years in the minority, said that 
they wanted Omar, a third-term House 
member, off  Foreign Aff airs for state-
ments that included a 2019 tweet which 
read, “It’s all about the Benjamins, 
baby”, suggesting that Israel’s support-

ers in US politics were motivated by 
money rather than principle.

Benjamin Franklin, whose signature 
on the 1776 Declaration of Independ-
ence and 1787 US Constitution earned 
him the reputation as a founding father, 
is portrayed on the $100 bill.

During debate, Republican Mike 
Lawler said: “Words matter, rhetoric 
matters. It leads to harm. The con-
gresswoman is being held accountable 
for her words and her actions.”

Omar and other Democrats said that 
any such remarks were made years ago 
and that Omar had deleted the posts 
and apologised at the time.

The ouster, led by House Speaker 
Kevin McCarthy, was viewed by Demo-
crats as revenge for their voting in 2021 
to remove Republicans Marjorie Taylor 
Greene and Paul Gosar from their com-
mittee assignments after incendiary 
remarks.

Gosar had posted a video on social 

media showing him appearing to kill 
Democratic Representative Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez.

McCarthy has given committee as-
signments to both Greene and Gosar as 
well as George Santos, a newly elected 
representative who has admitted to 
fabricating much of his resume, al-
though Santos has temporarily stepped 
away from those assignments while 
working to clear up questions about his 
ethics.

Republicans oust Ilhan Omar from high-profi le US House committee
Reuters/AFP
Washington

President Vladimir Putin has 
vowed a decisive response to any 
country threatening Russia and 

lashed out against Germany for prom-
ising tanks for Kyiv.

His threats came after Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky warned 
that the Kremlin is consolidating its 
forces for a fresh off ensive.

Zelensky was speaking in Kyiv beside 
EU chief Ursula von der Leyen, who said 
that the bloc is looking to fi nalise fresh 
sanctions against Russia by February 
24, exactly one year after Putin ordered 
troops into Ukraine.

In the southern Russian city of Vol-
gograd, Putin said: “It’s unbelievable 
but true. We are again being threatened 
by German Leopard tanks.”

He was speaking at a ceremony com-
memorating the Red Army’s victory 
against Nazi troops 80 years ago in Stal-

ingrad, as the city was then known.
“We have something to respond 

with,” he added. “A modern war with 
Russia will be completely diff erent.”

His spokesman Dmitry Peskov elabo-
rated, saying that as Western deliveries 
for Ukraine increased to include more 
powerful weapons, Russia would re-
spond in kind, utilising the fullest of its 
military capacity.

Ukraine this month secured promises 
from the West for deliveries of modern 
battle tanks to fi ght Russian forces and 
Kyiv is now asking for long-range mis-
sile and fi ghter jets.

Zelensky warned that Russia is al-
ready “concentrating” its forces to 
launch a new off ensive to hit back 
against Ukraine and other pro-demo-
cratic countries.

“It is preparing to try to take revenge, 
not only against Ukraine, but against a 
free Europe and the free world,” Zelen-
sky told a joint press conference with 
von der Leyen, who announced the 
timeline for the fresh sanctions.

Putin has insisted that Russia is 
weathering the barrage of sanctions im-
posed by Ukraine’s Western allies and 
will continue its military campaign in 
Ukraine.

However, von der Leyen said existing 
sanctions are already “eroding” Rus-
sia’s economy, “throwing it back by a 
generation”.

She estimated that an existing oil 
price cap alone was costing Moscow 
around €160mn every day.

“We will introduce with our G7 part-
ners an additional price cap on Russian 
petroleum products and by the 24th of 
February – exactly one year since the 
invasion started – we aim to have the 
10th package of sanctions in place,” she 
said.

Zelensky called on Europe to imple-
ment sanctions quickly, saying the West 
should take steps to clamp down on the 
circumvention of sanctions.

“The terrorist state is increasing the 
pace of adaptation to sanctions in-
stead,” he said. “It should be resolved.”

Von der Leyen arrived in Kyiv yester-
day with a team of commissioners and 
the EU’s most senior diplomat Josep 
Borrell ahead of a Ukraine-EU summit 
today in the war-torn country, which is 
seeking EU membership.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lav-
rov claimed that the EU and specifi cally 
von de Leyen had called for Russia to be 
defeated so its economy would be dev-
astated for decades.

“Is this not racism, not Nazism – not 
an attempt to solve ‘the Russian ques-
tion’,” Lavrov said, an allusion to Nazi 
Germany’s mass murder of Jews during 
WWII.

Lavrov’s comments echoed Putin, 
who has frequently drawn parallels be-
tween what he calls Moscow’s “special 
military operation” in Ukraine and the 
Soviet war against Nazi Germany.

Putin launched his intervention last 
year, saying that Russia needed to “de-
Nazify” Ukraine.

Von der Leyen also announced the 
creation of an international centre in 

The Hague to prosecute crimes of ag-
gression in Ukraine.

On the front line, Russian forces are 
pressing Ukrainian troops in the east-
ern Donetsk region, now the epicentre 
of fi ghting.

Moscow has been trying to seize con-
trol of Bakhmut in the industrial region 
for months in what has become the 
longest and bloodiest battle of the inva-
sion.

Russian forces have also been shelling 
the southern region of Kherson, after 
withdrawing its forces from the region’s 
main city last year.

A 44-year-old woman was killed by 
Russian shelling of a residential build-
ing in a village in the Black Sea region 
yesterday, local offi  cials said.

A Russian missile also destroyed 
apartments in Kramatorsk, killing at 
least three people and trapping others 
under rubble, police said.

Moscow said it struck US-made 
rocket launchers in the area about 55km 
(34 miles) northwest of Bakhmut.

Putin warns West over arms deliveries
AFP/Ukraine
Moscow/Kyiv

Cost of living
Rescuers (above) search 
for survivors at a destroyed 
apartment building hit by a 
rocket in Kramatorsk, amid the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine.

Right: An artist wearing a clown 
nose holds a banner during a 
demonstration yesterday in 
front of the Greek parliament in 
Athens.

Placards are seen outside of the Mississippi Boulevard Christian 
Church after the funeral for Tyre Nichols in Memphis, Tennessee.

In this picture taken on Wednesday, police off icers gather to protest against the militancy and a 
mosque suicide blast inside a police headquarters in Peshawar.

Pakistan police offi  cers say they have been 
“thrown to the beasts” in their battle 
against rising militancy after a blast at 

a city headquarters killed dozens of their col-
leagues.

A suicide bomber wearing a police uniform 
infi ltrated the heavily guarded compound in 
Peshawar on Monday and blew himself up dur-
ing afternoon prayers at a mosque, in the dead-
liest attack Pakistan has seen for several years.

“We are in a state of shock, every other day 
our colleagues are dying, how long will we have 
to suff er?” one police offi  cer told AFP on con-
dition of anonymity. “If the protectors are not 
safe, then who is safe in this country?”

Authorities say the blast, which also killed 
a civilian, was carried out in revenge for police 
operations against relentless assaults by reli-
gious groups in the region, which borders Af-
ghanistan.

“We are at the frontline of this war, we are 
protecting the schools, offi  ces, and public plac-

es but today we feel abandoned,” a junior offi  cer 
said. “The state has tied our hands and thrown 
us to the beasts.”

Bickering politicians who are months away 
from contesting a general election have traded 
blame for the deteriorating security situation, 
with the country also weighed down by a severe 
economic crisis.

The lack of leadership has given space for 
militants to regroup and target the state, ana-
lysts say.

A few dozen police offi  cers protested in Pe-
shawar on Wednesday, frustrated at the deep-
ening risks they are facing.

The anger is all the greater since the bombed 
complex, which also houses intelligence and 
counter-terrorism offi  ces, was one of the best 
monitored areas of the city.

“It’s incomprehensible to me,” said Inayat 
Ullah, a 42-year-old offi  cer who spent several 
hours under the rubble of a collapsed wall be-
fore being rescued, losing a thumb.

“When we leave our house, we never know 
where we might be targeted. Today it’s him, 
tomorrow it might be me,” he said, speaking 

about a close friend who was killed on Monday.
The biggest threat comes from the Pakistani 

Taliban, separate from the Afghan Taliban but 
with a similar ideology.

The group emerged in 2007, allied with Al 
Qaeda, killing tens of thousands of Pakistani 
civilians and members of the security forces in 
less than a decade, with Peshawar at the heart 
of daily attacks.

Largely crushed in a major military crack-
down launched in 2014, they have resurged 
since the Taliban came to power across the bor-
der in August 2021 following the withdrawal 
of US and North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(Nato) troops.

Known as the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP), they have attempted to rebrand them-
selves as a less brutal outfi t, avoiding civilians 
in favour of targeting security and police per-
sonnel in low casualty assaults.

Police attributed Monday’s attack to Jamaat-
ul-Ahrar, a more radical group occasionally 
affi  liated to the TTP, which has denied any in-
volvement.

“Every time we leave our homes, we hug our 

loved ones and they hug us. We don’t know if 
we will come back alive or not,” said another 
police offi  cer, who lost six friends in Monday’s 
blast.

Father of two Atif Mujeed, 36, was the pillar 
of his family – a police offi  cer who had already 
survived an IED (improvised explosive device) 
explosion which killed seven of his colleagues 
in 2013.

However, on Monday there was no escape 
from the explosion that erupted among the 
rows of worshippers and caused a wall to col-
lapse and bury offi  cers.

“This incident stunned us. The void it leaves 
can never be fi lled,” his brother-in-law, Rizwan 
Ahmed, told AFP. “His death broke the back-
bone of this family.” 

The TTP continues to resort to its old meth-
ods: targeted assassinations, bombs, kidnap-
pings and extortion as they regroup along the 
border.

Pakistan blames Afghanistan for letting mili-
tants use Afghan soil to plan attacks, which Ka-
bul denies.

Peace negotiations between the TTP and 

Pakistan, mediated by the Afghan Taliban, 
fell through in November, shattering a shaky 
ceasefi re.

During the talks, the militants had their 
numbers boosted by the release of around 100 
low-level fi ghters from Pakistani prisons.

That has only added to the confusion among 
police ranks.

“One day we’re told there’s a ceasefi re and 
peace talks, the next day we’re told the ceasefi re 
isn’t holding and we have to be ready to fi ght ... 
it’s disconcerting,” said one of the police offi  c-
ers who requested anonymity.

Pakistan’s Federal Cabinet announced on 
Wednesday that the police and anti-terror sec-
tion in the province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
of which Peshawar is the capital, would be re-
organised, better trained and better equipped.

A new military operation against armed reli-
gious groups, which are highly factional, is also 
being discussed.

However, in Peshawar, some are resigned to a 
cycle of violence being here to stay.

“I have already spent half my life witness-
ing a bloodbath,” said bereaved brother-in-
law Ahmed. “But I still don’t have the slightest 
hope of ever seeing peace in this town.”

Police feel ‘abandoned’ in militancy fight after mosque blastBy Cyril Belaud, Zain Zaman Janjua 
and Lehaz Ali
AFP

US cops 
kill fl eeing 
double 
amputee

AFP
Los Angeles

Video that appears to show 
the moments before po-
lice offi  cers shot dead a 

double amputee as he ran away 
from them on his stumps has 
emerged in California, as the 
United States grapples with 
high-profi le episodes of police 
brutality.

Footage taken by bystand-
ers from several angles shows 
36-year-old Anthony Lowe 
abandoning his wheelchair as 
offi  cers point their weapons 
at him after allegations he had 
stabbed someone.

No clear view shows exactly 
what happened next, but the of-
fi cers fi red around 10 bullets and 
Lowe, who was black, died.

The video comes with police 
action against black men under 
the microscope in the wake of 
the vicious beating of Tyre Ni-
chols in Memphis.

Nichols, 29, died on Janu-
ary 10, three days after he was 
kicked, punched, pepper-
sprayed and hit with batons by a 
group of offi  cers.

Five have since been charged 
with his murder.

Offi  cers in Huntington Park, a 
small city within greater Los An-
geles, said they responded to re-
ports of an unprovoked stabbing 
carried out by a man in a wheel-
chair on Thursday last week.

When they found the alleged 
suspect holding a 12” (30cm) 
butcher’s knife, the police de-
partment said, he ignored com-
mands and threatened to “throw 
the knife”.

Two attempts to Taser him 
were unsuccessful.

“The suspect continued to 
threaten offi  cers with the butch-
er knife, resulting in an offi  cer-
involved shooting,” the police 
department said.

The videos show Lowe hold-
ing a shiny object in his hands, 
but do not show him going to-
wards offi  cers with it.

Los Angeles County Sheriff ’s 
Department, which routinely 
investigates such incidents in-
volving offi  cers from the much 
smaller Huntington Park Police 
Department, said the man was 
hit in the torso and pronounced 
dead at the scene.

Lowe’s family told the Los An-
geles Times that he had mental 
health issues.

Lowe’s mother, Dorothy 
Lowe, told reporters that she 
wanted action over his death.

“The way they killed my 
son, they murdered my son in 
a wheelchair with no legs,” she 
said. “So they do need to do 
something about it, because I do 
I want justice for my son.”

Peru Congress 
rejects bid to bring 
elections forward
Peru’s congress has voted down 
another bid to advance elections 
from April 2024 to this year, a 
move sought by President Dina 
Boluarte to calm unrest that has 
left dozens dead in seven weeks 
of anti-government protests.
After five hours of debate, 
lawmakers rejected a bill that 
would have advanced elections 
to December by 68 votes to 54, 
with two abstentions.
The president’s off ice said on 
Twitter that it regretted the vote 
and vowed it will soon present 
another bill to hold general 
elections this year.
Peru has been embroiled in a 
political crisis with near-daily 
demonstrations since December 
7, when then-president Pedro 
Castillo was arrested after 
attempting to dissolve Congress 
and rule by decree. – AFP

Performing artists 
stage protest

Hundreds of Greek performing 
artists protested in Athens 
yesterday amid a strike over 
legislative changes that put them 
on a par with school leavers for 
state pay and qualifications.
The row first erupted in 
December over a presidential 
decree that equated actors, 
musicians and dancers with high 
school graduates for the purpose 
of determining public sector pay 
and qualification levels.
Performing artists called a two-
day on Wednesday and yesterday 
after the government submitted 
a draft bill on the subject, 
which they also dismissed as 
unacceptable.
The Greek entertainment 
association says that the 
proposed changes “downgrade” 
theatre and cinema studies and 
“marginalise” artists. – AFP



UK lags behind 
peers for growth, 
investment 
and trade

Many economists 
say Brexit 
contributes to 
under performance

Polls show 
Britons 
increasingly 
regret leaving EU

Pro-Brexit 
economist Lyons: 
UK problems have 
long roots

Three years after its departure 
from the European Union, 
Britain is yet to benefi t from 
the Brexit dividend that was 

promised for its economy as it lags its 
peers on multiple fronts, including 
trade and investment.

Britain exited the EU on January 31, 
2020, though remained in the bloc’s 
single market and customs union for 11 
more months.

On that day, then-prime minister 
Boris Johnson said the country could 
fi nally fulfi l its potential and that he 
hoped it would grow in confi dence with 
each passing month.

So far, the opposite has happened, 
with a range of indicators showing 
under-performance compared with 
other economies.

Opinion polls show Britons who 
regret leaving the EU increasingly 
outnumber those who do not. A survey 
published on Monday by news website 
UnHerd showed this was now the case 
in all but three of 632 parliamentary 
constituencies analysed.

The government, led by Brexit-
supporting Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak, says Britain is prospering with 
new-found freedoms.

Last week, fi nance minister Jeremy 
Hunt challenged the talk of decline and 
said Brexit off ered a brighter future 
with room for measures that will 
attract investment in areas such as the 
green economy and tech.

Many economists say leaving the 
EU is not the sole cause of Britain’s 
woes — the country was hit hard by the 
coronavirus pandemic and the surge 
in gas prices after Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine — but it is a factor that can 
help explain recent underperformance.

“It’s been more than a slow burn. It’s 
been a serious reduction in economic 
performance,” said John Springford, 
deputy director at the Centre for 
European Reform think tank.

“If you impose barriers to trade, 
investment and migration with your 
biggest trading partner (EU), then 
you’re going to have quite a big hit to 
trade volumes, and to investment and 
to GDP,” he said, pointing to a string of 
dismal economic data.

Britain was the only Group of Seven 
advanced economy yet to regain its 

pre-pandemic size of late 2019 at the 
end of September last year, the most 
recent period covered by data.

On Tuesday the International 
Monetary Fund said it expected 
Britain’s economy to shrink by 0.6% 
this year, in contrast to predictions of 
growth across the rest of the G7.

Springford estimated that Brexit 
reduced Britain’s economic output 
— compared with what it would have 
been without leaving the EU — by 
around 5.5% as of mid-2022, based 
on a “doppelganger” model in which 
an algorithm selects countries whose 
economic performance closely 
matched pre-Brexit Britain.

The government’s own forecasting 
organisation, the Offi  ce for Budget 
Responsibility, and the Bank of 
England also judge there to be a long-
running net cost to leaving the EU.

Some economists disagree with the 
consensus.

Brexit-supporting economist Gerard 
Lyons, an adviser to online wealth 
management platform NetWealth and 
who advised Boris Johnson during his 
years as the mayor of London, said it 
was wrong to blame Britain’s problems 
on Brexit.

“Our problems pre-date Brexit,” 
Lyons said, pointing to chronically 
low rates of investment in Britain. 
“Achieving the benefi ts of Brexit 
very much depends on delivering ... a 
growth plan — how you can use your 
levers post-Brexit.”

He criticised the doppelganger 
method of analysis on the basis that 
some smaller countries selected by the 
models were inappropriate comparators 
for a large economy like Britain.

Trade and investment data point to 
other Brexit problems.

Exports, especially in goods, have 
disappointed over the last three years 
— despite high hopes for a “Global 
Britain” rebalancing of the economy 
after Brexit.

Total exports, including services, 
have grown by less than those of any 
other G7 country since late 2019.

Boris Glass, senior economist 
at ratings agency S&P Global, said 
increased red tape in UK-EU trade 
had damaged the competitiveness 
of smaller British manufacturers 
especially, since they have fewer 
resources to deal with it.

“It’s worth noting that the UK has 
more small exporters than for example, 
France or Germany. So in that respect 
they are disadvantaged,” Glass said. “If 
you are an exporter with 20 employees, 
then the burden of fi lling out these 
forms is very costly. Some of them 
can’t compete at all.”

Business investment too has grown 
by less since the June 2016 Brexit 
referendum than in the United States, 
France or Germany, according to a 
Reuters analysis of data from the 
Organisation of Economic Co-
operation and Development.

Some pro-Brexit economists say 
such statistics ignore the fact that 
British corporate investment was 
unusually strong in the years leading 
up to mid-2016 and was bound to 
slow. But business survey evidence 
overwhelmingly points to Brexit as 
a factor behind weak investment in 
recent years.

“It’s concerning that there doesn’t 
seem to be any kind of pickup in 
investment. And I think, in order for 
us to have a durable recovery from the 
Brexit shock, then we’ve got to see that 
rise,” Springford said.

Britain still boasts higher rates of 
employment and lower unemployment 
than most EU countries but there 
are some signs that Brexit may have 
impacted the labour market too.

Business groups want the government 
to relax its post-Brexit immigration rules 
as fi rms are struggling to fi nd workers, 
something the BoE fears is stoking 
infl ationary pressures.

And unlike most of its G7 peers, 
Britain’s employment rate has yet to 
recover to its pre-pandemic level. 
                                                                — Reuters

Olympic offi  cials are working behind the scenes to contain growing 
opposition to its plans for Russian and Belarusian athletes to compete at 
the Paris Olympics as the Ukraine war threatens to rekindle Cold War-era 
sporting frictions.

Fighting a year-long invasion, Ukraine has reacted with fury to the 
International Olympic Committee’s (IOC) willingness to let athletes from 
Russia and its ally Belarus return to international competition for the 2024 
Games, albeit as neutrals.

Kyiv’s threat to boycott the Olympics, if Russians are there and the war is 
still ongoing, has been echoed by one of its staunchest supporters, Latvia, 
and drawn sympathy from other allies.

“If we need to make a decision now, of course we will not go to such 
competition,” a Latvian Olympic Committee offi  cial told Reuters. “But ... we 
hope Ukrainian people will win this war, and we will be in a new situation.”

Some 18 months before the competition is due to start, the IOC is 
desperate to calm the waters. A Games torn asunder by war would be an 
existential threat to the Olympics and its message of global peace — not to 
mention a huge hit to income.

“Currently within the IOC, there is a lot of attention now on the Ukraine 
issue and the Russian athletes and any opposition,” an Olympic movement 
insider told Reuters on condition of anonymity. “This is a very sensitive issue 
that requires a lot of the leadership’s attention.”

Though threats to snub the Games have been few and only theoretical so 
far, they have revived memories of boycotts in the 1970s and 1980s during 
the Cold War era that still haunt the global Olympic body today.

“A sports boycott serves nothing,” IOC President Thomas Bach said on 
the 40th anniversary of the 1980 Moscow Games boycott by some Western 
states. “It’s only hurting the athletes, and it’s hurting the population of the 
country because they are losing the joy to share, the pride, the success with 
their Olympic team.”

Protests also have an impact on sponsors and broadcasters, who 
contribute billions of dollars every four years.

The IOC, host city, and 
international federations would 
ultimately benefi t if Russian 
participation was perceived as 
upholding the Games’ universal 
and neutral character.

The only way that Russians 
and Belarusians can actually be 
stopped from attending would be 
a French ban, similar to the one 
Britain issued for the Wimbledon 
tennis championship last year.

But that looks unlikely.
French President Emmanuel 

Macron has tried more than 
counterparts to maintain open 
channels with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin. His messaging has 
been mixed: support and military 

aid for Kyiv but also periodic calls for security guarantees for Russia when 
the day to negotiate comes.

The IOC is hoping to get Russian and Belarusian athletes back through 
Asian competitions including Olympics qualifi ers, though it has stressed 
the autonomy of international sports federations to decide how that would 
happen.

Olympics offi  cials are hitting the phones both to try to dampen boycott 
chatter and to see how Russians could compete in Asia, where some nations 
worry the plan will cost them slots.

Initially, after the invasion, the IOC issued sanctions against Russia and 
Belarus — including a ban on anthems, emblems or fl ags — and guidance not 
to stage international events there.

The IOC had also called for a ban of Russian and Belarusian athletes 
in international competitions as part of “protective measures” given the 
volatile situation.

But it has since been seeking ways to get them back, saying athletes should 
not be punished for their passports.

The clock is now ticking anyway on Russia’s and Belarus’ Olympic 
participation, as their hundreds of athletes need to qualify, and competing in 
European events is impossible.

Some qualifi ers across the 32 sports are already underway with hundreds 
of events spread around the world for 18 months.

Russian and Belarus athletes currently compete in some sports, such 
as tennis, as neutrals, while in others, such as football and athletics, they 
remain banned. Russians have competed as neutrals with no fl ag or anthem 
in the past three Olympics as punishment for state-backed doping.

Ukraine, which says at least 220 Ukrainian athletes and coaches have died 
in the war, has accused the IOC of off ering Russia “a platform to promote 
genocide”.

And while not repeating such rhetoric, other nations, including Estonia, 
Poland and Norway, and some sporting fi gures have voiced opposition to 
Russian participation.

“Politically and morally wrong,” said Estonian Prime Minister Kaja Kallas. 
“Sport is a tool in Russia’s propaganda machine, ignoring that means siding 
with aggression.” — Reuters
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IOC on spot over 
Russian presence 
at 2024 Olympics

Russians have 
competed as 
neutrals with no 
fl ag or anthem 
in the past three 
Olympics as 
punishment for 
state-backed 
doping

Three years on, Britain still 
waits for Brexit dividend

By Andy Bruce
London

DOWNSIDE: Unlike most of its G7 peers, Britain’s employment rate has yet to recover to its pre-pandemic level.
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Pondering on 
signs of Allah
In the Qur’an, it is mentioned that 

the unbelievers are the people 
who do not recognise and ap-
preciate the signs of Allah. The 

signifi cance of a believer is his ability 
to see those signs and proofs. They 
know that these are not created in vain; 
they can realise the power and great art 
of Allah everywhere and fi nd ways to 
appraise Him. About such people Allah 
Almighty Says (what means): “Who 
remember Allah while standing or 
sitting or [lying] on their sides and give 
thought to the creation of the heavens 
and the earth, [saying], ‘Our Lord, You 
did not create this aimlessly; exalted 
are You [above such a thing]; then 
protect us from the punishment of the 
Fire.’”[Qur’an 3:191]

Many times in the Qur’an, there 
are expressions like “will you not take 
heed?”, “...there is a sign for thinking 
men” which emphasise the importance 
of pondering on the signs of Allah. 
Allah has created an endless list of 
things to be the subjects of pondering. 
Everything we see and sense is indeed 
a manifestation and sign of Allah; so 
all those in heavens and in earth and in 
between may be a means of ponder-
ing for us. Allah Says (what means): 
“He causes to grow for you thereby 
the crops, olives, palm trees, grape-
vines, and from all the fruits. Indeed 
in that is a sign for a people who give 
thought.”[Qur’an 16: 11]

Let’s think for a while of one of the 
items mentioned in the above verse; 
for instance, the “date-tree, as well 
known, grows up from a seed out 
of the earth. From this tiny seed, an 
enormous wooden mass of several 
metres long and hundreds of kilograms 
of weight, forms. The only thing that 
seed can use while constituting this 
great mass is the earth in which it is 
buried.

How can a seed know how to 
constitute a tree? How does it know 
how to decompose the necessary 
substances in the soil to form food? 
How can it predict the required shape 
and structure? This last question is 
especially important, because it is 
not an ordinary wooden piece that 
emerges out from the seed. The seed 
develops a complex living organism 
with roots for assimilating substanc-
es from the earth, with veins in itself 
and with branches that are perfectly 
organised. A human being has diffi-
culty while drawing even a picture of 
a tree, but on the other hand a simple 
seed can produce that extremely 
complex object using the substances 
in the soil.

This observation concludes that 
a seed is extremely intelligent and 
wise, even more than us. Or better to 
say, there is an amazing intelligence 
in what a seed does. But what is the 
source of that intelligence? How can it 
be possible for a seed to have such an 
intelligence and memory like a compu-
ter “chip”?

 The chips are produced by people 
who have intelligence and knowl-
edge. Just like a seed which is created 
by Allah with the ability to develop a 
tree. Every seed on earth is encom-
passed by Allah and grows within His 
knowledge. He Almighty Says (what 
means): “Indeed, Allah is the cleaver 
of grain and date seeds. He brings the 
living out of the dead and brings the 
dead out of the living. That is Allah; 
so how are you deluded?”[Qur’an 6: 
95]

A seed is merely one of the numer-
ous signs that Allah has created in the 
universe. If men begin to think with 
not only their minds but also with 
their hearts, asking the question of 

‘why’ and ‘how’ to themselves, they 
can understand that all the universe is 
a proof of the existence and power of 
Allah, the Most Exalted.

However, the unbelievers cannot 
understand such things, since they 
don’t have the ability to “see” this 
purpose- as the Qur’an expresses 
(what means): “…They have eyes with 
which they do not see…” [Qur’an 7: 
179] i.e., they do not have the wisdom 
and comprehension to realise the 
important reality with their material-
istic vision.

On the other hand, believers are dif-
ferent from  this ‘blind’ group, because 
they realise and accept that the whole 
universe is created by Allah with a cer-
tain aim and wisdom. This belief is the 
fi rst step of faith. As faith and wisdom, 
both of which are in parallel, increase, 
they will start to identify every detail 
of Allah’s creation.

One of the things to be done to 
identify the details of Allah’s Creation 
is to be careful and observant. Because 
the ability to see the signs of Allah and 
not to be “blind” like the unbelievers, 
require a high concentration.

Allah Almighty Says (what means): 
“Unquestionably, to Allah belongs 
whatever is in the heavens and earth. 
Already He knows that upon which you 
[stand] and [knows] the Day when they 
will be returned to Him and He will 
inform them of what they have done. 
And Allah is Knowing of all things..” 
[Qur’an 24: 64]

“Unquestionably, they are in doubt 
about the meeting with their Lord. 
Unquestionably, He is, of all things, 
encompassing.” [Qur’an 41:54]

One should train himself to rec-
ognise the signs of Allah and should 
always keep this in mind. Otherwise, 
mind will start to wander, jumping 
from one topic to another, wasting 
time thinking about useless things.

Mind is like water; unless it is 
directed which way to fl ow, it spreads 
away, to the places that you would 
not want it to fl ow. This is a kind of 
unconsciousness; you cannot control 
your mind. You cannot focus and 
concentrate on a subject. Actually, 
you cannot conceive the truth behind 
the events happening and also cannot 
ever have the competence to interfere 
in them. On the contrary, your mind 
gets directed by those events. You are 
“bewildered” all the time, which is 
not an attribute of a believer, but the 
unbelievers, as Allah Almighty Says 
(what means): “...And he who associ-
ates with Allah – it is as though he had 
fallen from the sky and was snatched 
by the birds or the wind carried him 
down into a remote place.” [Qur’an 
22: 31]

Believers, on the other hand, are the 
ones who direct their minds, try to 
better perceive Allah, and who try to 
better serve His religion. The believ-
ers are the ones “who turn away from 
ill speech” [Qur’an 23:3]. They free 
their minds from any useless thoughts 
and whenever they realise the appeal 
of Satan, they rescue themselves just 
like Allah Almighty Says in the Qur’an 
(what means): “Indeed, those who fear 
Allah – when an impulse touches them 
from Satan, they remember [Him] and 
at once they have insight.” [Qur’an 7: 
201]

Therefore, the believers should be 
careful to keep their minds free of 
useless thoughts and ponder only on 
useful things that serve them in their 
life and keep them close to the Mighty 
Creator.

Article source: http://www.islamweb.
net/emainpage/

Etiquette towards the Messenger of Allah

Innovations during 
the month of Rajab

One of the joys that Allah 
grants His servant is to love 
His beloved Noble Prophet, 
sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam 

(may Allah exalt his mention), and how 
can it be otherwise, when to love the 
Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, 
is one of the conditions of faith?

Imam Al-Bukhari, may Allah have 
mercy upon him, related from Abu 
Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with 
him, that the Messenger of Allah, 
sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, said: 
“I swear by Him in Whose Hands my 
soul lies, none of you will truly believe 
until I am more beloved to him than his 
father and son.”

Imam Muslim, may Allah have 
mercy upon him, related from Anas, 
may Allah be pleased with him, that he 
said: The Messenger of Allah, sallal-
laahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, said: “None of 
you will truly believe until I am more 
beloved to him than his family, wealth 
and all the people.”

In the same way that love of the 
Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, 
is a reason for attaining the good of this 
world and the Hereafter, then loving 
him is also a reason for achieving the 
sweetness of Eeman (faith).

Al-Bukhari and Muslim both related 
from Anas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, that the Prophet, sallallaahu 
‘alaihi wa sallam, said: “Whoever pos-
sesses the following three qualities will 
taste the sweetness (delight) of Eeman: 
One to whom Allah and His Messen-
ger, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, are 
dearer than anything else; whoever 
loves his brother solely for Allah’s 
sake; and whoever hates to convert to 
disbelief just as he hates to be thrown 
into the Fire.”

The meaning of “sweetness of Ee-
man”, as the scholars have stated is: 
“Deriving pleasure from obedience 
and enduring hardship in religion and 
preferring this over worldly things.” 
(Sharh An-Nawawee and Fat-Hul-
Baree)

Loving the Prophet, sallallaahu 
‘alaihi wa sallam, will also be a means 
of taking one to the place of felicity.

It has been related by Al-Bukhari 
and Muslim from ‘Abdullah Ibn 
Mas’ood, may Allah be pleased with 
him, that he said: [A man came to the 
Messenger of Allah, sallallaahu ‘alaihi 
wa sallam, and said: ‘O Messenger of 
Allah! What do you say of a man who 
loves a people and never joins them?’ 

The Messenger of Allah said: The per-
son will be with those whom he loves 
(i.e. in the Hereafter).”]  (Al-Bukhari & 
Muslim)

We all claim that we love the Noble 
Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, 
and that he is more beloved to us than 
our fathers, sons and all the people. 
However, are we really truthful in this 
claim? Does our claim have any value 
in the Sight of Allah?

The scholars have mentioned signs 
and criterion by which the love of the 
Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, 
can be judged i.e. whether it is in a 
person’s heart or not. Some of the most 
apparent signs are the following:

1) Being eager to see and keep 
company with him, sallallaahu ‘alaihi 
wa sallam. Thus, the loss of these two 
wishes would be worse than the loss of 
anything in the world.

2) Having total willingness to sacri-
fi ce oneself and one’s wealth for him.

3) Following his orders and refrain-
ing from what he prohibited.

4) Making his Sunnah (Prophetic 
traditions) victorious and protecting 
the Shari’ah (Islamic law).

If one fi nds these signs in himself, 
then he should praise Allah, The Most 

Mighty and The Most Majestic, that he 
possesses in his heart the true love for 
the beloved, the Noble [Prophet], sal-
lallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam. He should 
ask Allah for steadfastness upon this.

Whoever lacks some or all of these 
signs, should hold himself to account 
before he is held to account, on a Day 
which will turn the hair of children 
grey (i.e. the Day of Resurrection). 
Nothing will be hidden from Allah 
and he (the slave) will not consider 
or attempt to deceive Allah and the 
believers; because one who attempts to 
deceive Allah will only deceive himself 
as Allah says:

“They (think to) deceive Allah and 
those who believe, while they deceive 
not except themselves, and perceive 
(it) not.” [Qur’an, 2: 9]

‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said to Allah’s Mes-
senger, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam: 
“O Messenger of Allah, you are more 
beloved to me than anything except my 
own self.” Allah’s Messenger, sallal-
laahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, then told him, 
“No, by the One in Whose Hand is my 
soul, not until I am more beloved to 
you than your own soul.” ‘Umar then 
told him, “By Allah, now you are more 

beloved to me than my own soul (i.e. 
you will not truly believe).” Allah’s 
Messenger, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sal-
lam, then told him that now he had 
true and correct faith.” [Al-Bukhari 
and Muslim]

Ibn Rajab, may Allah have mercy 
upon him, says about love of the Mes-
senger, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam:

Love for the Messenger, sallallaahu 
‘alaihi wa sallam, is at two levels.

The fi rst level is obligatory. This is 
the love that requires one to accept 
whatever the Messenger, sallallaahu 
‘alaihi wa sallam, brought from Allah 
and to receive it with love, pleasure, 
esteem and submission, without seek-
ing guidance from any other source 
whatsoever. This is then followed by 
excellent following of him in what-
ever he conveyed from his Lord and 
to affi  rm whatever he has reported of 
obligations, to remain away from any-
thing he has prohibited of forbidden 
acts, to give support for his religion 
and to strive against those who oppose 
him according to one’s ability. All of 
these are necessary components that 
one must possess and a person’s Faith 
is not complete without them.

The second level is superior [and not 

an absolutely necessary component 
of Faith]. This type of love requires 
following his example in an excel-
lent way and fulfi lling the following 
of his Sunnah (tradition) with respect 
to his behavior, manners, voluntary 
deeds, supererogatory actions, eating, 
drinking, dressing, excellent behaviour 
with his wives and other aspects of his 
perfect manners and pure behaviour. It 
also includes learning about the details 
of his life and practices. It also includes 
the heart trembling when mentioning 
him, exalting his mention often, out 
of what resides in the heart of love for 
him, esteem for him and respect for 
him. It also includes loving to listen to 
his words and preferring them over the 
words of others of the creation. And 
one of the greatest aspects of this love 
is to follow him in his abstinence of 
this world, his being suffi  ced with little 
of this world and his turning to and 
desiring of the everlasting Hereafter.

Article source: http://www.islamweb.
net/emainpage/

Allah Almighty bestows 
favours and grants bounties 
upon His slaves, during 
all times, to help expiate 

their sins, elevate their ranks and 
make up for their shortcomings. 
Allah Almighty legislated for us a 
month during which we observe 
fasting, another which we perform 
pilgrimage in, and one or two extra 
days to fast during the remaining 
months. He also legislated prayer 
during the night and the Witr prayer, 
the Ud’hiyah (Eid sacrifi ce), and the 
‘Aqeeqah, (birth sacrifi ce) and many 
other virtuous deeds. All of these are 
ways of opening diff erent channels 
for righteous deeds and methods to 
energise us by shifting from one form 
of worship to another, and therefore, 
not become weary, but continue 
to worship Allah Almighty. This is 
indeed a great favour from Allah 
upon us.

Moreover, we fi nd that any act of 
worship which causes the people 
to come closer to Allah Almighty 
is mentioned in His Book or in the 
Sunnah of His Prophet, sallallaahu 
‘alaihi wa sallam (may Allah exalt his 
mention). The problem is in those 
people who try to come close to Al-
lah and gain His reward by looking 
outside these two sources, and thus, 
divert from the right path.

The Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi 
wa sallam, said during his farewell 
pilgrimage, “I have left with you that, 
which if you adhere to, you will never 
go astray, the Book of Allah”.

And Allah Says (what means): “… 
And whatever the Messenger has 
given you – take; and what he has 
forbidden you – refrain from. And 
fear Allah; indeed, Allah is severe in 
penalty.” [Qur’an: 59:7]

Allah Almighty dispraised the 
Arabs during the pre-Islamic period 
because they interfered in that which 
they had no right in, and started 
changing what is lawful to unlaw-
ful, and what is unlawful to lawful, 
and recommending that which Allah 
Almighty did not. They used to 
shift around the times of the sacred 
months and change the names of the 
months because they did not want to 

wait for this long period to fi nish.
Ibn Katheer, may Allah have mercy 

upon him, said: “Dealing with the 
legislations of Allah with one’s cor-
rupt mind and reasoning, and chang-
ing the rulings of Allah according to 
their desires, and deeming lawful 
what is unlawful, were some of the 
things for which Allah dispraised the 
disbelievers.”

The Arabs had also forbidden upon 
themselves slaughtering certain 
animals, by setting some laws which 
Allah Almighty did not legislate, so 
Allah Almighty dispraised them for 
that. Thus we know that worshipping 
Allah Almighty is something which 
is not permitted except through that 
which He The Most High has legis-
lated Himself and through His Mes-
senger, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam. 
Anyone who wants to draw closer to 
Allah and gain His reward, love and 
pleasure through other channels, will 
get the contrary result, because Allah 
Almighty does not accept from peo-
ple except that which He legislated 
for them.

During the month of Rajab, which 
is one of the sacred months, some 
Muslims make some wrong practices 
through which they intend to come 
closer to Allah Almighty and gain 
His forgiveness, love and pleasure. 
But they seek that through acts of 
worship which He did not permit 
nor legislate, and although they are 
seeking something good, they do not 
achieve it.

The point is not only in having 
a sincere and good intention, but 
the deed itself must be legitimate, 
or else it will be rejected. Who dare 
say that a deed is rejected by Allah 
Almighty? Who told him that the 
deed is rejected? The one who told us 
this is the truthful Prophet Muham-
mad, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, 
who said: “He who introduces any 
deed into our matter (Islam) which 
is not from it then it is rejected.” [Al-
Bukhari and Muslim]

‘Aa’ishah, may Allah be pleased 
with her, narrated that the Prophet, 
sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, said: 
“He who performs any deed which 
is not according to what we are upon 

(i.e., the Prophet and his Compan-
ions) then it is rejected.” [Muslim] 
Therefore, any deed which is not 
in accordance with what Islam has 
come with is rejected.

One of the practices during the 
month of Rajab which was done 
during the pre-Islamic period, is 
to off er sacrifi ces and call it ‘Far’a 
and ‘Ateerah. The Muslims scholars 
may Allah have mercy upon them 
said Islam voided this practice. Abu 
Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with 
him, narrated that the Prophet, sal-
lallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, said: “No 
Fara’. No ‘Ateerah.” [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim]

Ar-Raghaa’ib prayer is another 
thing which people innovated which 
was never legislated by Allah nor His 
Messenger, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa 
sallam. The scholars may Allah have 
mercy upon them said: “There is no 
authentic Hadith regarding a special 
prayer during the month of Rajab, 
and all the narrations concerning 
Ar-Raghaa’ib prayer are fabricated 
lies.” They also said: “This prayer was 
innovated after the fourth century 
and was never known before that, 
and no one from the scholars during 
the fi rst virtuous generations ever 
mentioned it.”

People fast all the month of Rajab 
although there is no authentic Hadith 
in this regard and so this practice 
should be abandoned. On the other 
hand, those who are in the habit 
of fasting regularly, even in during 
other months, may fast. Moreover, 
the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa 
sallam, never fasted any month in full 
other than Ramadan, as narrated by 
‘Aa’ishah, may Allah be pleased with 
her, ‘The Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi 
wa sallam, used to fast so much 
until we would think that he always 
fasts, and would stop fasting until 
we would think that he never fasts. 
I never saw the Prophet, sallallaahu 
‘alaihi wa sallam, fast a full month 
except during Ramadan, and he never 
fasted more than fasting during the 
month of Sha’baan.’ [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim]

It was narrated that ‘Umar, may 
Allah be pleased with him, used to 

hit men’s hands until they would 
start using them to eat during the 
month of Rajab, and he would say, 
‘What is the virtue of Rajab? It is a 
month which the people during the 
pre-Islamic period used to honour, 
but when Islam came, people gave 
this up.’

Abu Bakrah, may Allah be pleased 
with him, saw his household prepar-
ing during the month of Rajab, and 
said to them, ‘Did you make Rajab 
like Ramadan?’. Then he threw the 
baskets and broke the cups.

Another innovation is what they 
call the Rajabiyyah, which is an 
‘Umrah during Rajab which has 
no evidence proving it. As a mat-
ter of fact, the only month during 
which ‘Umrah would have a certain 
prescribed reward is the month of 
Ramadan. The Prophet, sallallaahu 
‘alaihi wa sallam, said: “’Umrah dur-
ing Ramadan equals performing Haj”, 
in another narration he said, “Equals 
Haj with me.”

Therefore, anyone who performs 
‘Umrah during Rajab for the sake 
of Rajab has committed a mistake. 
Moreover, the Prophet, sallallaahu 
‘alaihi wa sallam, never performed 
‘Umrah during Rajab even though he 
has performed ‘Umrah four times.

A Muslim should know that if he 
seeks the pleasure of Allah, and wants 
to adhere to obedience, he would fi nd 
many acts to perform, so there is no 
need to add to what the Prophet, sal-
lallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, instructed 
us to do; let us perform what he, sal-
lallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, taught us, 
and he who does that, is guaranteed 
to succeed and prosper in this life and 
the Hereafter.

Ibn Mas’oud, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said: “Imitate and do not 
innovate (in religion)’. Therefore, 
we should not add anything to the 
religion baselessly, and we should 
adhere to the Sunnah of the Prophet, 
sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam. Some 
of the scholars said, ‘Sunnah is like to 
Noah’s Ark, anyone who sticks to it 
would be rescued.’”

Article source: http://www.is-
lamweb.net/emainpage/
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The Doha Learning Days Festival is un-
derway at Msheireb Museums and is 
welcoming enthusiastic school stu-

dents, youth, families and other members of 
the public with a programme of more than 50 
informal, experiential educational and recrea-
tional activities.

Hosted by Qatar Foundation (QF)’s global 
education initiative, the World Innovation 
Summit for Education (WISE), in collaboration 
with over 20 content partners, the festival is 
taking learning out of the traditional classroom 
setting.

Taking place until tomorrow, it off ers work-
shops, masterclasses, well-being and sports 
activities of all kinds, inspiring exchanges 
around sustainability and inclusivity while en-
couraging innovative problem-solving.

Focusing on coding and robotics, language 
learning, advocacy, fi nancial literacy and other 
areas, Doha Learning Days off ers meaningful, 
interactive informal learning opportunities.

Activities are open to the public at no charge, 
with drop-in sessions from 5pm-9pm every 
day until tomorrow.

Dedicated sessions for schools in collabo-
ration with the Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education have demonstrated innova-

tive teaching approaches, and a host of off shoot 
activities greatly expanded the learning space 
into the city.

The QF’s Earthna Centre for a Sustainable 
Future hosted a visit to Qatar’s unique man-
groves, a chance for students to experience 
place-based learning to foster a sense of iden-
tity and responsibility while connecting them 
to their environment.

Using Earthna’s eco-schools’ resources, 
students gained a more thorough knowledge of 
the mangroves and the means of protecting and 
restoring Qatar’s ecological treasure.

A unique showcase at Bin Jelmood House 
brought together the young students in the 
2022 WISE Learner’s Voice programme.

The learners – from public and private 
schools in Qatar – explored the new ideas they 
developed during their learning journey with 
WISE and discussed solutions to the world’s 
pressing education challenges.

The session highlighted how the WISE fel-
lowship programme builds learner agency and 
fosters better connections between students 
and their local ecosystems to better prepare 
them for civic engagement and public partici-
pation.

Uniquely linking language learning and a so-
cial inclusion vision, Qatar Foundation Inter-
national (QFI) collaborated with Best Buddies 
Qatar to lead a session of Arabic yoga, pairing 
primary school students of diff erent abilities 
with volunteers of the same age group to create 
friendships.

Speaking on the sidelines of the day’s ses-
sions, Shahd Dauleh, Learning Ecosystems 
associate at WISE, said: “We’re really excited 
about this year’s Doha Learning Days festival.”

“Experiential learning provides immense 
value for people of all ages, expanding our abil-
ity to explore, develop and practise new skills,” 
Dauleh said. “We hope that everyone takes ad-
vantage of all the programme has to off er. Our 
goal is to inspire a lifelong love of learning in 
everyone who attends.”

The QFI also presented “Tilemaker – An In-
troduction to Mosaic Art and Architecture”.

Students were able to put their artistic skills 
into practice, creating mosaic designs and 
sharing their tessellations while learning about 
the common shapes and patterns used in Is-
lamic architecture.

QFI programme offi  cer Omar Tarabishi said: 
“WISE’s Doha Learning Days is creating an 
inspiring environment that reinforces the im-
portance of student-centred informal learning 
that develops their values and purpose.”

“It is incredible for the QFI to be part of this 
festival and enable students to be empowered 
by learning experiences that will also have a 
lasting positive social impact,” he added.

The weekend promises many more oppor-
tunities for experiential learning and refl ection 
for diff erent ages and interests.

The founders of the Autism Parents Platform 
will be engaging in a conversation with mem-
bers of the community who have a direct con-

nection to an autistic person, aiming to shed 
light on the impact autism has both on families 
and those around them.

The festival programme emphasises hands-
on learning in all forms.

Combining tech with creativity, Studio 5/6 
will host a series of “Robotics Challenges”, 
where students can code, experiment and 
interact with diff erent robots, such as Sphe-
robolt, Ozobot and Vex.

“Colours From Nature” by Dadu will see 
children learning about the sources of natural 
colours and how to extract them from diff erent 
plants.

Young learners play while learning new skills 
and socialise with Kidzania’s activities.

Animal Ambassadors (Qatar Academy Doha) 
will build an understanding of how and why 
“snuffl  e mats” support animal rescue dogs 
housed in shelters.

Participants can also learn how to make the 
mats.

WISE’s Doha Learning Days offers glimpse into future of education

Snapshots from the Doha Learning Days sessions and workshops.

78 Qataris among 100 Police Academy grads
The Police Academy has pro-

vided details of the fi fth batch 
of candidate students of the 

Ministry of Interior (MoI)’s Police 
Academy, whose graduation cer-
emony was held yesterday.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani patron-
ised the graduation ceremony at the 
Police Training Institute in Al Sailiya 
yesterday morning.

According to Police Academy 
president Brigadier-General Abdul 
Rahman Majid al-Sulaiti, there are 
100 graduates in this batch – 78 Qa-
taris, 14 from Jordan, and eight from 
Palestine.

Graduates studied for four years 
in the Police College, receiving legal 
sciences, police sciences, and mili-
tary training that qualify them to be 
offi  cers in the MoI or the military au-
thorities to which they belong.

Brigadier-General al-Sulaiti indi-
cated that the celebration of the fi fth 
batch comes amid many achieve-
ments, which were crowned with the 
establishment of the Police Academy 
at the end of 2022, within the frame-
work of completing the modernisa-
tion and development process that 
the country is pursuing under its 
wise leadership.

He added that the Academy is 
currently made up of the Police Col-
lege, the College of Postgraduate 
Studies, Ras Laff an Emergency and 
Safety College (RLESC), the Police 
Institute, the Women’s Police Insti-
tute, and the Security Research and 
Studies Centre.

Police College director Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Fahd al-Subaie said 
that the college organised the gradu-
ation ceremony, which was accom-
panied by a creative show.

Preparations for this year’s gradu-
ation ceremony were prominent 
as rehearsals started two and a half 
months ago, while planning for this 
year’s ceremony began right after the 
2022 ceremony.

Lieutenant-Colonel al-Subaie 
said that the college students made 
extensive eff orts and went through 
long tough training in preparation 
for the ceremony.

He added that this year’s military 
parade diff ered from previous grad-
uation parades, including having 
the participation of 400 students of 
the fi fth, sixth, and seventh batches 
along with the eighth batch.

On the “Police Offi  cers of Tomor-
row” demonstration, Lieutenant-
Colonel al-Subaie said that the col-
lege resumed the programme this 
year after a hiatus due to the corona-
virus (Covid-19) outbreak.

He added that about 2,000 stu-
dents participated in the pro-
gramme, of which 150 students were 
selected and underwent six months 
of training.

Lieutenant-Colonel al-Subaie in-
dicated that 88 students participated 
in the “Police Offi  cers of Tomorrow” 
demonstration, refl ecting the train-
ing in the past few months.

The director of administrative and 
fi nancial aff airs at the Police Acade-
my, Colonel Youssef Bilal al-Abdul-
lah, said that all security and service 
procedures for the graduation cer-
emony had been completed and put 
into practice.

The deputy inspector-general of the 
Rwandan police in charge of op-
erations, Felix Namuhoranye, has 

praised Qatar’s strategy and experience in 
linking security with development.

In a statement to the Qatar News Agen-
cy (QNA) on the sidelines of the celebra-
tion of the graduation of the fi fth batch 
of students of the Ministry of Interior 
(MoI)’s Police Academy, Namuhoranye 

said that Qatar’s success deserves praise, 
and that everyone should learn from it.

Establishing security and peace goes 
beyond the link between security and 
development, to include levels of train-
ing, professionalism, discipline, faith and 
leadership, he added, and stressed that 
Qatar set a model in this aspect, with its 
highly professional and disciplined secu-
rity staff .

Expressing admiration for the Police 
Academy’s educational and training sys-
tem, Namuhoranye said that yesterday’s 
graduation ceremony for the nominated 
offi  cers, and the stages of education and 
training they went through, show the ex-
tent of success in investing in the areas of 
security and development and applying 
that on the ground.

The senior offi  cial said that the se-

curity co-operation between Qatar and 
Rwanda has created strong foundations 
for the police forces in both countries, 
and that there are discussions underway 
on other measures that start with a ca-
pacity-building programme.

Namuhoranye also congratulated Qa-
tar on its success in organising and se-
curing the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
which concluded on December 18. – QNA

Top Rwandan cop praises Qatar’s development-oriented security strategy

Deputy Inspector-General Felix 
Namuhoranye

MoI keen to train and 
qualify employees to 
highest international 
standards: officials
From Page 1

HE Major-General Abdulaziz pointed out that the es-
tablishment of the Police Academy (at the end of last year) 
to achieve these higher goals, and to create an integrated 
system to employ scientifi c data in serving security pur-
poses according to educational, training and academic 
plans.

He also pointed out that the Police Academy is an inte-
gral part of the ministry’s system to achieve comprehen-
sive security through the continuous development and 
modernisation of all its pillars, to prepare a modern police 
offi  cer.

HE Major-General Abdulaziz said that the MoI has 
been keen to support and develop educational and train-
ing programmes for students of the Police Academy since 
its establishment, contributing to their rapid transition to 
practical life after their graduation and the performance 
of their duties in accordance with the latest international 
systems.

He affi  rmed that the MoI would continue to implement 
the security strategy to consolidate security and stability.

HE the Director of Public Security Staff  Major-General 
Saad bin Jassim al-Khulaifi  expressed great happiness at 
the graduation of the fi fth batch of the Police Academy and 
the resulting addition of a distinguished group of security 
offi  cers to work in various departments of the ministry.

He said that the college is a key and integral component 
of the MoI, and has provided it with the best national po-
lice cadres, who are able to bear the burdens of security 
work, continuing the path of excellence and high security 
performance witnessed by the world during Qatar’s host-
ing of the 2022 FIFA World Cup Qatar.

HE the Adviser to the Minister of Interior and Vice-
President of the Supreme Council of the Police College, 
Major-General Dr Abdullah Yousef al-Mal, said that the 
celebration of the graduation of the fi fth batch of the Po-
lice Academy refl ects the MoI’s interest in the academic 
aspects of security, and the modernisation of its educa-
tional and training system.

He added that the academy aims to bring together all 
academic, research, training and educational security and 
police units under one umbrella.

The offi  cial also pointed out that the MoI is constantly 
working to update its educational, training and research 
system, in line with developments in the security and legal 
fi elds locally, regionally and globally.

Further, he noted that modernising the educational and 
training system achieves the ministry’s strategy, enhances 
its role and the role of other security institutions in the 
country, and provides outputs that contribute eff ectively 
to human, social and economic development in all vital 
sectors.

Police Academy president Brigadier-General Abdul 
Rahman Majid al-Sulaiti said that the graduation comes 
after development eff orts that culminated in the estab-
lishment of the academy to provide the country’s security 
sector with qualifi ed Qatari cadres.

Police College director Lieutenant-Colonel Fahd Saeed 
al-Subaie expressed confi dence that the graduates would 
carry out their security mission professionally following 
their advanced sports and military training and special-
ised legal knowledge. – QNA

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani patronised the 
graduation ceremony of the fifth batch of candidate students of the Ministry 
of Interior’s Police Academy, at the Police Training Institute in Al Sailiya 
yesterday morning.
The ceremony was also attended by HE the Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz al-Thani, several sheikhs and 
ministers, as well as Egypt’s Minister of Interior Major-General Mahmoud 
Tawfik, Djibouti’s Minister of Interior Said Nouh Hassan, Saudi Arabia’s 
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interior Dr Hisham bin Abdulrahman 
al-Falih, senior security and military leaders of friendly countries, heads of 
diplomatic missions in the country, senior off icers of the Ministry of Defence, 
the Ministry of Interior, the Amiri Guard, the State Security Agency, Lekhwiya, 
and guests. – QNA
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