
Visa-free entry to Japan
for Qatari citizens

Amir patronises
Police Academy
graduation today

Fierce fighting in 
eastern Ukraine

ChatGPT sets record 
for user base: analyst

Adani cancels share 
sale as price nosedives

QCB continues with 
current interest rates

Adviser to the Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Aff airs 
and Spokesperson for the Ministry 
of Foreign Aff airs Dr Majed bin 
Mohamed al-Ansari said Qatar and 
Japan have agreed to exchange 
memorandums on visa exemption 
for Qatari citizens through the pre-
registration system. The new system, 
which is expected to start summer 
of 2023, allows Qatari citizens to 
register and immediately obtain 
an entry permit. Dr al-Ansari said 
that the strategic dialogue between 
Qatar and Japan has attached a 
special importance to expanding the 
scope of co-operation between the 
two countries. Page 6

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al-Thani will patronise today 
morning the graduation ceremony of 
the fifth batch of candidate students 
of the Ministry of Interior’s Police 
Academy. (QNA) Page 6

Fierce fighting continues in eastern 
Ukraine, where Russian troops 
are trying to gain ground near the 
strategic logistics hub of Lyman, 
Deputy Defence Minister Hanna 
Malyar said yesterday. Malyar, said 
despite heavy losses the Russians 
were also pressing ahead with an 
off ensive near the towns of Bakhmut 
and Avdiivka. Russia has gained 
momentum on the battlefield, 
announcing advances north and south 
of Bakhmut, its main target for months. 

ChatGPT, the popular chatbot 
from OpenAI, is estimated to have 
reached 100mn monthly active 
users in January, just two months 
after launch, making it the fastest-
growing consumer application in 
history, according to a UBS study 
yesterday. The report said about 
13mn unique visitors used ChatGPT 
per day in January, more than 
double the levels in December. “In 
20 years following the Internet 
space, we cannot recall a faster ramp 
in a consumer Internet app.” 

The flagship firm of Indian tycoon 
Gautam Adani called off  a $2.5bn 
stock sale yesterday after its share 
price slumped by nearly another 30% 
following allegations of accounting 
fraud. The five-day rout has now 
wiped out around $92bn of the value 
of the conglomerate’s listed units, 
Bloomberg News said, while Adani’s 
fortune has collapsed by more than 
$40bn. Business Page 2

Qatar Central Bank (QCB) has 
assessed the current monetary 
requirements of Qatar and decided 
to continue with the current 
interest rates for the QCB Deposit 
Rate (QCBDR) at 5%, Lending Rate 
(QCBLR) at 5.5%, and Repo Rate 
(QCBRR) at 5.25%. QCB explained 
that its decision aims to maintain 
the current interest rates at an 
appropriate level to support 
sustainable economic growth. QCB 
stressed that it will continue to 
assess the appropriate monetary 
policy, taking into account all the 
aspects, which may aff ect the 
financial stability and will review 
its monetary policy as and when 
appropriate to address changes in 
economic requirements. (QNA)

Saudi Arabia to 
host 2027 Asian Cup, 
World Cup next?

SPORT   |  Page 1

GULF     TIMES

 published in

QATAR

since 1978THURSDAY  Vol.  XXXXIII No. 12543

February 2, 2023
Rajab 11, 1444 AH
 
www. gulf-times.com   2 Riyals 

www.gulf-times.com  gulftimes  GulfTimes_QATAR  gulftimes  GulftimesVideos gg

Katara Int’l Horse Festival off  to spectacular start
Prof Khaled bin Ibrahim al-

Sulaiti, General Manager of 
the Cultural Village Foun-

dation – Katara and chairman 
of the organising committee of 
the Katara International Arabian 
Horse Festival (KIAHF), inaugu-
rated the third edition of the fes-
tival yesterday.

KIAHF 2023 is being held un-
der the generous patronage of His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al-Thani, and contin-
ues until February 11.

The festival’s opening day saw 
offi  cial visits by Prince Man-
sour bin Khalid bin Abdullah 
al-Farhan al-Saud, ambassador 
of Saudi Arabia, and Najeeb bin 
Yahya al-Balushi, ambassador of 
Oman. To Page 12

Zaina Al Wajba (Al Wajba Stud), which won the first place in the Yearling Fillies Section 
A, Class 1A category. Dignitaries at one of the art exhibitions taking place as part of KIAHF 2023.

Qatar Airways, Airbus
settle row amicably
Qatar Airways and Airbus an-

nounced yesterday that they 
have reached an amicable and 

mutually agreeable settlement in re-
lation to their legal dispute over A350 
surface degradation and the ground-
ing of A350 aircraft.

A press release issued by Qatar Air-
ways said a repair project is now un-
derway and both parties look forward 
to getting these aircraft safely back in 
the air.

The details of the settlement are 
confi dential and the parties will now 
proceed to discontinue their legal 
claims. The settlement agreement is 
not an admission of liability for either 
party.

This agreement will enable Qatar 
Airways and Airbus to move forward 
and work together as partners, the re-
lease added.

Noted Aviation Analyst Alex 
Macheras said: “With Qatar Airways 
and Airbus reaching an amicable set-
tlement and a “repair project now 
underway” the Qatari carrier will 

shortly begin to receive the fi rst of the 
remaining 19 A350s on order. The or-
der for 50 A321neo jets has also been 
reinstated as part of the settlement 
and deliveries will begin in 2026. 

“For Qatar, the all-important part 
of the settlement is not only the A350 
repair itself, but the reinstated A321neo 
order. The A321neo will enable Qatar to 
pursue its expansion to secondary cities 
that were part of the signifi cant expan-
sion plan just prior to the pandemic.

“The return of more A350s will also 
ease the current constraints on the 
global operation and allow the airline 
to resume operations to destinations 

launched prior to the pandemic
“Following one of the most high-

profi le, bitter commercial disputes 
in aviation history, the two aviation 
giants have committed to “move for-
ward and work together as partners” 
– a quick end to a long 26-month 
dispute.”

‘The amicable and 
mutually agreeable 
agreement will enable 
Qatar Airways and 
Airbus to move forward 
and work together 
as partners’

QFA president elected 
FIFA Council member

HE the President of Qatar Foot-
ball Association (QFA) Sheikh 
Hamad bin Khalifa bin Ahmed 

al-Thani was elected as a member of 
the FIFA Council, the main decision-
making authority of world football’s 
governing body, at the 33rd Asian 
Football Confederation (AFC) Con-
gress in Manama, Bahrain.

The victory of the QFA President 
was confi rmed after he received the 
most votes in the election – 40 – from 
among the seven candidates for the fi ve 
positions.

In addition to Asian representatives 
for the FIFA Council, AFC Executive 
Committee members for the term 2023-
2027 were also elected by delegates from 
the continent’s member associations.

The 33rd AFC Congress also wit-
nessed the re-election of Sheikh Sal-
man bin Ebrahim al-Khalifah for the 
position of President of the AFC, hav-
ing stood unopposed.

Contesting alongside the QFA 
President for membership of the FIFA 
Council were many top leaders of Asian 
football, such as Do Zhaocai (China) – 

18 votes; Kozo Tashima (Japan) – 39 
votes; Mong Gyu-chung (South Korea) 
– 19 Votes; Datuk Haji Hamidin bin 
Haji Mohd Amin (Malaysia) – 30 votes; 
Mariano Araneta Jr. (Philippines) – 34 
votes, and Yasser Hassan al-Misehal 
(Saudi Arabia) – 35 votes.

When it comes to football in Asia, 
the governing body is the AFC Con-
gress. For the fi rst time since the ex-
traordinary meeting of the Congress in 
Paris in June 2019, AFC representatives 
from diff erent regions and countries 
got together in person. Gianni Infanti-
no, President of FIFA, was also present 
at the meeting. (QNA)

QFA President HE Sheikh Hamad bin 
Khalifa bin Ahmed al-Thani.

HIA launches ‘next 
gen’ Wi-Fi service

Hamad International Airport (HIA) 
has launched the ‘next generation’ 
Wi-Fi service, ‘empowered’ 
by Cisco technologies, across 
its state-of-the-art terminal to 
further enhance the passenger 
experience. 
Through ‘ubiquitous’ high-speed 
connectivity, passengers who are 
travelling via Qatar will be able to 
easily connect with family, friends, 
and business contacts, a statement 
said yesterday. To Page 5

Labour law amendments to 
expedite workers’ claims
QNA
Doha

The Cabinet yesterday reviewed 
and issued the appropriate de-
cisions regarding a draft law 

amending some provisions of the 
Labour Law promulgated by Law No. 
14 of 2004 and a draft Cabinet deci-
sion amending some provisions of 
Decision No. 6 of 2018 regarding the 
formation of labour dispute settle-
ment committees, the rules and pro-
cedures to be followed before them, 
the mechanism for implementing 
their decisions and determining their 
rewards.

A statement issued by HE Minister 
of State for Cabinet Aff airs said these 
amendments aim to achieve prompt 
justice, adjudicate the largest number 
of labour disputes within the specifi ed 
legal period, and ensure that workers 
receive their fi nancial dues as soon as 
possible.

HE the Prime Minister and Minis-
ter of Interior Sheikh Khalid bin Kha-
lifa bin Abdulaziz al-Thani chaired the 
Cabinet’s regular meeting held yester-

day at its seat at the Amiri Diwan.
According to QNA, the Cabinet con-

sidered the topics on its agenda as fol-
lows:

1- Approval of the Prime Minister’s 
draft decision amending some provi-
sions of Decision No. 30 of 2019 nam-
ing a chairman, vice-chairman and 
members of the National Anti-Money 
Laundering and Terrorism Financing 
Committee. 

2- Approval of the Cabinet’s draft 
decision amending some provisions 
of Decision No. 34 of 2001 to form the 
Co-ordination and Follow-up Com-
mittee stipulated in the legislation reg-
ulating the Central Municipal Council.

3- Approval of hosting the sixth 
meeting of the General Assembly of 
the Islamic Organisation for Food Se-
curity in Doha in Oct. 2023.

4- Approval of a draft agreement 
between the government of Qatar 
and the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) regarding 
the privileges and immunities of the 
ICRC, and inaugurating its mission 
in Qatar.

5- Results of the 38th session of the 
Council of Arab Justice Ministers.

QFCA to relocate headquarters 
to Lusail Boulevard
Qatari Diar Real Estate Invest-

ment Co (Qatari Diar) and the 
Qatar Financial Centre Au-

thority (QFCA) have signed a lease 
agreement for relocation of QFCA’s 
headquarters to Lusail Boulevard. 

The agreement includes the lease 
of around 6,200sq m of offi  ce space in 
one of the state-of-the-art buildings 
located in Lusail Boulevard. The ac-
tual relocation of the QFCA to its new 
state-of-the-art premises is expected 
to take place during the fi rst half of 
2024, according to a press statement.

The agreement was signed by Ab-
dullah bin Hamad al-Attiyah, CEO 
of Qatari Diar Real Estate Investment 
Co, and Yousuf Mohamed al-Jaida, 
CEO and Board Member, QFCA.

Commenting on the signing of 
the agreement, al-Attiyah said: “We 
are delighted to sign this agreement 
with QFCA, one of the key drivers 
of Qatar’s economic growth. We are 
also pleased that QFCA has selected 
Lusail City, and Lusail Boulevard in 

particular, as the new location for its 
headquarters, joining a highly distin-
guished group of governmental in-
stitutions and bodies. This will truly 
enhance the overall competitive ad-
vantage of the city as an ideal desti-
nation for businesses in Qatar.

“Selecting Lusail Boulevard, 
which has become one of the most 
attractive destinations in Qatar, for 
QFCA’s headquarters promotes Lu-
sail City as a prime destination for 
businesses and fi nancial services”. 
To Page 5

Off icials at the signing of the agreement.
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Sadya Includes with:
 • Rice (Palakkadan Matta) • Sambar • Avial • Thoran • Rasam • Kalan •Olan • Kichadi
 • Pachadi • Erussery • Parippu Curry • Kootu Curry • Palada Payasam  • Parippu Pradaman
 • Pappadam • Injipuly • Lemon Pickle • Kondattam  • Sweet Banana Cuts ( Sarakara Varatti) 
 • Banana Chips Salted • Banana • Banana Leaf

Ingredients courtesy to:

For Advance Booking Contact Customer Service Counter

PICK UP DATE : 3RD FEBRUARY (12:30 PM TO 2:00PM)

PREPARED BY 
PAZHAYIDOM MOHANAN NAMBOOTHIRI

AVAILABLE IN-STORE & ONLINE

PRE-ORDER UNTIL 2ND FEBRUARY (BEFORE 7:00PM) 

Promotion valid from 02.02.2023 to 04.02.2023.Purchase limit may apply. Offer valid until stocks last. These Promotions are available only at our major Hypermarkets. 

14.50Q
A
R

Q
A
R 22.75

Mullet (Biya)Fish 
Medium Oman 1kg

24.75Q
A
R

Q
A
R 43.00

Ariel Washing Powder 
Asstd 3kg X 1pc

32.00
Per Box

22
ITEMS

VIEW NOW

SCAN THE 
QR CODE 

FOR LATEST
PROMOTION
CATALOGUE

These Promotions are available only at Lulu Hypermarkets- Abu Sidra Mall,
 Al Khor Mall,  D-Ring Road,  Al Gharafa , Barwa City, Al Messila     

PROMOTION
ONGOING

Location

LULU HYPERMARKET, BARWA FAMILY HOUSING, MADINATNA

5.75Q
A
R

Q
A
R 9.00

Pineapple 
Kenya 1kg

Until 03.02.2023

2 

DAYS
ONLY

 /  / 

Until 03.02.2023

2 

DAYS
ONLY

 /  / 

Until 03.02.2023

2 

DAYS
ONLY

 /  / 

Until 03.02.2023

2 

DAYS
ONLY

 /  / 

31.50Q
A
R

Q
A
R 36.75

Sea Bass Medium  
Turkey 1kg

20.00Q
A
R

Q
A
R 27.75

Beef Bone In 
Pakistan 1kg

6.75Q
A
R

Q
A
R 10.50

Grapes Black 
Chile 1kg4.50Q

A
R

Q
A
R 6.50

Apple Royal gala
Spain 1kg

35.75Q
A
R

Q
A
R 41.75

Lamb Cuts 
South Africa 1kg

WEEKLY
PRICES

only on 03.02.2023
12pm to 2pm

FRIDAY
ONLY

 /  / 

28.50Q
A
R Pazhayidom Palada

Pradhaman  1kg
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Bulk Purchase not allowed. .

Crown  Long Grain 
Basmati Rice 5kg

Brooke Bond 
Tea Dust 
900gm

30.00

Sadia Chicken 
1.3kg

Hayat Cooking Oil 
1.8Ltr

Chuck Roast 
Brazil 1kg

34.00
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Hayya Card extension set 
to benefi t Qatar travellers
By Joey Aguilar
Staff  Reporter

Extending the validity of 
Hayya Card by a year pro-
vides easy access and an 

opportunity for visitors to re-
visit and further explore the wide 
range of tourism off erings in the 
country, industry experts have 
said. 

“After the World Cup, the 
country has provided multiple 
accesses for all nationalities so 
they can continue and comple-
ment their experience during 
the tournament,” Outing Qatar 
founder and managing director 
Mosaad Moustafa Eleiwa told 
Gulf Times.

Qatar welcomed more than 
1.4mn visitors from diff erent 
parts of the globe during the 2022 
FIFA World Cup, giving them the 
opportunity to witness thrilling 
football matches and enjoy an ar-
ray of entertainment and cultural 
events. Eleiwa lauded the Minis-
try of Interior’s (MoI) latest deci-
sion, which allows Hayya Card 
holders, including their families 
and friends to visit Qatar until 
January 24, 2024, subject with a 
number of requirements.

He noted that the announce-
ment also came at a time when 
the Arab Ministerial Council 
named Doha as the Arab Tour-
ism Capital for 2023, further 
strengthening its position as a 
leading tourism destination in 
the region. “Whether you are 
looking for sports, culture and 
arts, a city tour or just a visit, 
Doha now has a door for every-
thing. Whatever your interest, 
you will fi nd it here,” Eleiwa said, 
citing Qatar’s many tourism in-
frastructure and off erings.

He added that Qatar has also 
positioned itself as a favourite 
luxury destination, particularly 
hosting multiple fi ve-star ho-

tels, an effi  cient transportation 
system, and world-class infra-
structure projects, which have 
won top global awards such as 
Hamad International Airport, 
among others. According to 
Eleiwa, Hayya Card holders in 
neighbouring GCC countries 
such as Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and 
the UAE, among others, have ex-
pressed interest to return to Qa-
tar, especially this winter.

“By the way, it (enquiries) 
started already and I have a lot 
of friends who are coming to 
Doha soon either for business 
or through the Hayya Card, as 
well as those who want to expe-
rience the city. I expect more in 
the coming 10 days, packing and 
planning to visit Qatar again,” he 
said, adding that some of their 
interests include going for the 
safari experience and city tours, 
among other off erings. Many 
visitors, Eleiwa said, are antici-
pating the upcoming events and 
sports competitions scheduled 
to take place in Qatar this winter, 
including entertainment shows 
and live concerts.

Qatar is also set to host a se-
ries of exciting and crowd-puller 
events this winter, such as the 
Doha Jewellery & Watches Exhi-
bition, Qatar International Food 
Festival and Shop Qatar. The 

Qatar GKA Freestyle Kite World 
Cup 2023 is currently being held 
at Fuwairit Kite Beach and will 
conclude on February 4. 

Other major events this win-
ter include Qatar TotalEnergies 
Open (tennis) and Qatar Exx-
onMobil Open (tennis), both at 
Khalifa International Tennis and 
Squash Complex), Al Shaqab 
events at the Longines Outdoor 
Arena Longines Indoor Arena at 
Al Shaqab, and Ramadan Bazaar.

“Just from yesterday, we 
started getting calls from GCC 
nationals about their plan of re-
turn to Qatar,” he said, noting a 
positive response based on the 
new MoI decision and consider-
ing the various tourism off erings 
provided during the World Cup. 
Eleiwa said another unique of-
fering include giving visitors the 
opportunity to visit and experi-
ence all the football stadiums via 
a customised tour by Outing Qa-
tar even after the World Cup.

Tawfeeq Travel Group CEO 
Rehan Ali Syed described the 
Qatar government’s decision to 
extend the validity of the Hayya 
Card until January 2024 as an 
“excellent initiative”. “It is ex-
tremely important for Qatar to 
open up and ease the travel re-
quirements for more tourists to 
visit the country. Tourism has 

always been one of the main rev-
enue generators for any coun-
try, it will give the right push in 
all areas of business specially in 
hospitality and retail,” he said, 
noting that the cruise season in 
Qatar started seeing an increas-
ing number of visitors to Qatar.

Besides football and world-
class stadiums, Syed said Qatar 
has a lot to off er and positioned 
itself as a country that has varied 
off erings for each and everyone 
whether it is for children, teen-
agers or adults. He said Qatar 
showcased its rich heritage, cul-
ture, hospitality, and most sig-
nifi cantly, the safety aspects of 
the country. Tourists were keen 
on visiting the Museum of Is-
lamic Art, National Museum of 
Qatar, heritage sites, Al Shaqab, 
Qatar National Library and the 
beautiful Souq Waqif. “The in-
land desert experience has also 
been a memorable one and we 
can see that during the shore 
excursion with the cruise, a visit 
to the inland sea and desert is in 
huge demand,” he added.

Going forward, Syed said Qatar 
will become an ideal destination 
for Meetings, Incentives, Con-
ferences and Exhibitions (MICE). 
He added that corporates in Qa-
tar are planning to hold a number 
of conferences in the near future.

Mosaad Moustafa Eleiwa Rehan Ali Syed 

Ministry unveils website to combat human traff icking

The Ministry of Labour has 
launched the offi  cial web-
site of the National Com-

mittee for Combating Human 
Traffi  cking (www.ahtnc.gov.qa). 

The launch of the new website 
of the National Committee for 
Combating Human Traffi  cking 
comes within the ministry’s vision 
to promote the transition to digi-
talisation and providing premium 
digital services, which contributes 
to accelerating the completion of 
transactions and facilitating serv-
ices provided to the public.

The website contains various 
sections introducing the tasks 
and eff orts taken by the commit-
tee, in addition to a legislative 
window that aims to raise public 
awareness of human traffi  ck-
ing issues and how to deal with 
them. It is an eff ective online 
portal for submitting any com-
plaints by the public regarding 

human traffi  cking, to be dealt 
with within the procedures fol-
lowed by the committee. It also 
provides a dedicated window for 
the Humanitarian Care Home to 
inform the public of its most im-
portant objectives, the services 
it provides, and the criteria for 
receiving complaints. The pub-
lic can report any transgressions, 
complaints or violations related 

to human traffi  cking crimes via 
the hotline 16044, or the e-mail 
Htmol.gov.qa The ministry’s al-
location of direct means of com-
munication and the launch of the 
website come as part of Qatar’s 
eff orts to combat human traf-
fi cking, and based on the State’s 
commitment to human rights, 
and within the framework of its 
National Vision 2030.

No health insurance required for 
GCC citizens to enter Qatar
By Shafeeq Alingal
Staff  Reporter

GCC citizens are exempt-
ed from the mandatory 
health insurance while 

entering Qatar, Dr Yousef al-
Maslamani, medical director of 
Hamad General Hospital, told 
Rayyan TV on Tuesday. 

The fi rst phase of the new 
health insurance system, which 
came into force yesterday 
(Wednesday), implements the 
provisions of Law No. (22) of 
2021 regarding the regulation of 
healthcare services within Qatar, 
and stipulates that visitors need 
health insurance.

Dr al-Masalamani said the 
Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH) has prepared mecha-
nisms to implement the fi rst 
phase of insurance for visitors to 
the country. 

The insurance policy for visi-

tors covers emergency and ac-
cident services only, with a pre-
mium of QR50 per month at the 
initial issuance and upon exten-
sion of the visa. Visitors can also 
obtain a health insurance policy 
that covers additional services, 
and the premiums for such poli-
cies will vary. 

The MoPH has identifi ed nine 

companies to issue the insurance 
policy for visitors. They are Qatar 
Insurance Company, QLM Life 
and Health Insurance, Gulf Taka-
ful Insurance, Qatar General In-
surance and Reinsurance Com-
pany, Daman Islamic Insurance 
Company (Beema), Doha Taka-
ful, General Takaful, Group Doha 
Insurance and Islamic Insurance.

Dr Yousef al-Maslamani
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Slovakia President Zuzana Caputova met in 
Bratislava with Qatar’s ambassador (non-
resident) Sultan bin Salmeen al-Mansouri. 
Bilateral relations were reviewed during 
the meeting. The president aff irmed the 
strength of the Qatari-Slovak relations 
and their development in various fields, 
praising Qatar’s role in providing gas 
supplies to all major markets in the world, 
and its contribution to alleviating the 
energy crisis and achieving stability in 
European markets. Caputova expressed 
her hope to enhance ties between her 
country and Qatar in the future, especially 
in the field of energy, as well as her 
aspiration that senior Qatari off icials would 
visit Slovakia, which would support the 
distinguished relations between the two 
friendly countries.(QNA)

Slovakia president meets Qatar’s envoy

HE the Director of Public Security Staff  Maj. Gen. Saad bin Jassim al-Khulaifi met separately yesterday with Director of the Public Security 
of Jordan Maj Gen Obaidullah al-Maaytah and Deputy Inspector General of the Police in Rwanda, Felix Namuhoranye, who are visiting 
Qatar. The two meetings reviewed areas of security and police co-operation between Qatar and each of Jordan and Rwanda, besides 
ways to enhance and develop them. (QNA)

Jordanian, Rwanda security officials in Doha meetings

CMC session discusses 
issue of traffi  c accidents 
in Sealine area
The Central Municipal 

Council (CMC) held its 
regular meeting on Tues-

day, headed by chairman Mo-
hamed bin Hamoud al-Shafi .

 Various issues of municipal 
concern were discussed, in-
cluding the report of the joint 
committee of the CMC Serv-
ices and Utility Committee and 

Legal Committee regarding the 
response from the entity con-
cerned on a recommendation to 
add a clause in the contracts stip-
ulating a ten year warranty from 
contractors on their projects.

The CMC also discussed the 
response to a recommendation 
on the need to curb the traffi  c 
accidents in the Sealine area and 

the updates on the issue.
The council discussed the 

suggestions of the Services and 
Utility Committee regarding re-
viewing the plans for the future 
projects in the country. The CMC 
also reviewed the suggestion of a 
member on allowing camel graz-
ing in the open for this year only 
as an exception.

Jordan speaker holds talks with Qatar’s envoy
QNA
Amman

Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives of Jordan Ah-
mad al-Safadi met with 

Qatar’s ambassador in Amman 
Sheikh Saud bin Nasser bin Jassim 
al-Thani. Bilateral relations were 
reviewed during the meeting. 

The two sides affi  rmed the depth 
of relations between the two broth-
erly countries under the leadership 
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani and 
King Abdullah II of Jordan.

Also, they stressed the impor-

tance of maintaining communica-
tion and joint consultation to serve 
the interests of the two countries. 
Al-Safadi said that the stances of 
the two countries are in the interest 
of their causes, foremost of which 
is the Palestinian cause, confi rm-

ing that Jordan, under the leader-
ship of King Abdullah II, will re-
main a defender of the justice of the 
Palestinian cause, stressing that 
the Jordanians stand united behind 
the Hashemite Custodianship of 
Islamic and Christian holy sites in 

Jerusalem. Al-Safadi congratu-
lated Qatar on its success in organ-
ising FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
as an important event watched by 
millions around the world, affi  rm-
ing that it presented a bright image 
of our nation and culture. 

The ambassador confi rmed 
that the relations between the two 
countries are built on solid and 
strong foundations, and are wit-
nessing progress in all fi elds, prais-
ing the wise leadership of King 
Abdullah II. He reiterated Qatar’s 
stance supporting the Hashemite 
Custodianship of Islamic and 
Christian holy sites in Jerusalem. 
(QNA)

Costa Rica’s Second Vice-President and Minister of Sports, Mary 
Munive Angermuller, met with acting charge d’aff aires of the Qatari 
embassy in San Jose Ali bin Lahdan al-Muhannadi. During the 
meeting, they discussed bilateral relations.(QNA)

Costa Rica second V-P
meets Qatari diplomat

Al-Hammadi meets chief of IOFS executive council

HE the Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs Dr Ahmed 
bin Hassan al-Hammadi met on Wednesday with Chairperson of the 
Executive Council of Islamic Organisation for Food Security (IOFS) 
Dr Masoud Jarallah al-Marri, and Director General of IOSF Dr Yerlan 
Baidaulet. The meeting reviewed co-operation ties between Qatar 
and the IOSF. (QNA)



Qatar Press Center (QPC), 
in co-operation with the 
Development Depart-

ment at Qatar Media Corporation 
(QMC), organised on Tuesday 
evening a forum presented by Dr 
Abdullah al-Shayji, professor of 
political science at Kuwait Uni-
versity. 

The forum explored the topic 
‘Regional and international coa-
litions and challenges and their 
consequences on GCC security’. 

It was held at the QPC head-
quarters in the presence of 
Sheikh Khalid bin Abdulaziz al-
Thani, Director of the Develop-
ment Department at QMC, and 
Faisal Abdulhameed al-Mudah-
ka, CEO of QPC and Editor-in-
Chief of Gulf Times.

Dr al-Shayji pointed out that 
Qatar and Kuwait have pre-
sented a good model on the role 
of small-sized states in media-
tion and confl ict resolution. He 
stressed that the two nations 
have been successful in changing 
the notion that small countries 
are not eff ective or infl uential, 
noting that both have proceed-
ed to propose suggestions and 
take decisions that have helped 
achieve balance at various inter-
national levels. 

He said Qatar has established 
a good reputation of being an 
infl uential partner and player in 
various key international and re-
gional issues, and been accepted 

as a mediator by diff erent par-
ties involved in confl icts. Fur-
ther, Qatar’s hosting of the FIFA 
World Cup in 2022 was a turning 
point as the country presented 
a tournament that is consid-
ered the pride of Arabs and GCC 
countries. He said the success 
of the country in organising an 
exceptional tournament made it 
the best-ever World Cup in his-
tory, according to statements by 
the FIFA president. 

Meanwhile, Dr al-Shayji talked 
about the various alternatives 
to overcome crises in the GCC 
region. He said there have been 
many coalitions involving dif-
ferent countries in the region but 
most of these failed to achieve 
the targets they were originally 
made for. He also spoke about 
the power of economy in infl u-
encing international policies and 
decision-making, citing China 
and other key Asian countries as 
examples. 

He added that the huge Asian 
economic powers are able to 
change the focus and priorities of 
the American policies as they are 

trying to fi nd ways to face such 
powers. 

Eventually, he stressed the 
need to establish GCC security 
co-ordination and overcome the 
diff erences among the countries, 
while focusing on the factors 
that pose risks to Gulf security. 
He added that it is important to 
exchange security information 
among the GCC countries, de-
velop defence systems and avoid 
counting on alliances that have 
proven to be ineff ective.
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‘Qatar, Kuwait good models in 
mediation, confl ict resolution’
Qatar Press 
Center hosts Dr 
Abdullah al-Shayji, 
professor of 
political science at 
Kuwait University, 
who spoke on 
challenges facing 
GCC security

Glimpses from the event. PICTURES: Noushad Thekkayil

Dr Abdullah al-Shayji

QMC symposium
Qatar Media Centre of the Ministry 
of Culture will organise next 
Sunday a symposium on social 
media platforms at the centre’s 
headquarters. Moderated by 
journalist Buthaina Abdul Jalil, 
it will see the participation of 
journalist Amal Abdulmalik, lawyer 
Hamad al-Yafei, and psychology 
specialist Dr Mohamed al-Anzi. 
The symposium sheds light on 
digital platforms’ contributions 
to social media in supporting 
and enhancing the media field. It 
will also discuss the line between 
digital and traditional media and 
the significant legal standards to 
practice media activity on various 
digital platforms and their social 
and psychological impact on 
society. Director of Qatar Media 
Centre Iman al-Kaabi indicated that 
the symposium comes within the 
framework of the centre’s eff orts 
to discuss the media phenomena 
produced by social networks, 
which became news platforms 
that contribute to shaping the 
media scene at the local, Arab, and 
international level. (QNA)

HIA launches futuristic Wi-Fi service
From Page 1

Meticulous design stud-
ies were undertaken to achieve, 
what HIA said “seamless Wi-Fi 
coverage from the curbside of 
the terminal to the aircraft”, and 
to provide adequate capacity and 
speed to meet and exceed our 
passenger’s needs. 

Special attention was paid to 
the terminal areas where a high 
number of passengers spend a 
signifi cant amount of their time, 
such as boarding gates, shopping 
areas, and food courts.

HIA has deployed Cisco Wire-
less technologies, including in-
door and outdoor Wi-Fi6, to 
support the needs of an increased 
fl ow of passengers over the next 
years.

Further to the high-perform-
ance wireless connectivity across 
the entirety of the airport, it will 
also lay foundation for enhanced 
operations with better insights 
providing amazing experience 
for passengers. 

With this investment, HIA will 
be able to better understand how 
passengers move through the 
airport, including dwell times 
and traffi  c fl ows. This will help 
optimise retail opportunities and 
allow passengers to consistently 
have great experiences.

Millions of visitors from across 
the world travelling through HIA 

can now connect using single-
step authentication methods by 
simply sending a “WhatsApp” 
message or scanning their print-
ed boarding pass. 

Usage statistics in the initial 
days have shown that over 60% 
of the visitors prefer the new 
frictionless connection options. 
During FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, more than 2mn passengers 
enjoyed the new Wi-Fi service by 
seamlessly consuming over 1 PB 
(Peta Byte) of content from the 
Internet.

Thanks to technologies em-
bedded into the new Wi-Fi sys-
tem at the airport, HIA’s mobile 
app ‘HIA Qatar’ will deliver im-
proved location-based services. 
These services include real-time 
wayfi nding for areas like baggage 
claim, direction to boarding gates 
and food – as well as beverage 
and retail off ers from Qatar Duty 
Free (QDF). 

To ensure that travellers ben-
efit from the best deals, the 
’HIA Qatar’ app alerts users 
when walking past outlets with 
ongoing sales and promotions. 
This capability will in future 
enable new operational uses 
such as efficient and timely al-
location of resources, including 
wheelchairs, buggies and a va-
riety of aviation equipment and 
tools.

In addition, improved connec-

tivity is provided for various air-
port stakeholders and partners, 
who increasingly rely on wire-
less connectivity and operational 
mobile apps for their fi eld staff  
to contribute to the world-class 
operations at HIA.

“As the world’s best airport, 
we are continually investing in 
innovative technologies and so-
lutions to provide our millions 
of visitors from around the world 
with easy access and the most 
seamless of experiences,” HIA’s 
senior vice-president (Technol-
ogy and Innovation) Suhail Kadri 
said.

“The launch of next-gen Wi-
Fi services at HIA not only fi ts 
well within our strategy of seam-
less travel but also strengthens 
our commitment to continue to 
be the leading global digital air-
port.”

Hasan Khan, managing direc-
tor, Cisco Qatar commented: 
“We are proud to support Hamad 
International Airport’s strategic 
business goals as it continues to 
grow and introduce new serv-
ices to eff ectively transform the 
passenger experience. Cisco has 
a strong technological expertise 
providing secure, intelligent, and 
seamless connectivity for vari-
ous airports across the world; 
and we’re happy to bring these 
capabilities to Qatar’s fl agship 
airport.”

QFCA to relocate HQ to Lusail Boulevard
From Page 1

“It’s also a signifi cant step that 
adds a strong advantage and in-
creases the value of the numerous 
investment opportunities within 
the city. Further, moving to the 
new headquarters will allow QFCA 
to be close to major fi nancial in-
stitutions such as Qatar Central 
Bank, Qatar Investment Author-
ity and QNB, in addition to other 
fi nancial institutions and entities 
that have recently relocated to the 
area.”

For his part, al-Jaida said: “The 

Qatar Financial Centre Authority 
is pursuing an ambitious growth 
strategy, built on our mission to 
promote Qatar as a leading com-
mercial hub on the world stage. 
Through the signing of this lease 
agreement with Qatari Diar, we 
are pleased to announce the Qatar 
Financial Centre Authority’s stra-
tegic relocation to Lusail’s com-
mercial boulevard, a modern 
commercial district at the heart 
of Qatar’s future city and the fi rst 
smart city in the region. As the

country’s largest sustainable 
development, our integration into 

Lusail also echoes our shared com-
mitment to a sustainable future.

“The new premises will pro-
vide greater space for network-
ing and collaboration with all our 
existing QFC fi rms as well as our 
business partners and prospec-
tive clients. This strategic move 
will enable us to draw on Lusail’s 
state-of-the-art infrastructure, 
unparalleled connectivity and 
unique investment opportuni-
ties, as the city develops into a 
premier destination for Qatari 
and foreign businesses as well as 
international brands.”
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QFFD, Silatech sign agreement to support 
global youth economic empowerment

Qatar Fund for Develop-
ment (QFFD) and Silate-
ch have signed a frame-

work agreement that will expand 
Silatech’s footprint in the Mena 
region and beyond by targeting 
more youth economic empow-
erment programmes.

The framework agreement 
contributes to Goal 8 of the Sus-
tainable Development Goals, 
which promotes sustained, in-
clusive, and sustainable eco-
nomic growth.

It also contributes to QFFD’s 
vision of giving hope and pro-
moting peace and justice 
through sustainable and inclu-
sive development.

Deputy Director General for 
Project Development Sultan al-
Aseeri said “youth economic 
empowerment is an important 
sector that plays a pivotal role 

in improving fragile and mar-
ginalised societies in a sustained 
manner, and this is the most im-
portant goal of this agreement.” 
He added that this agreement 
will give youth in the least de-
veloped communities plenty of 
opportunities to exercise greater 
control over their resources and 
life choices, adding that such 
projects will also contribute to 
other sectors, allowing people 
from the least-developed coun-
tries to invest in health and edu-
cation.

“This opens new and diverse 
horizons to improve their liveli-
hood, whereas we at Qatar Fund 
for Development believe in the 
capabilities of youth and their 
role in building their societies, 
as they are the most important 
core for the future,” al-Aseeri 
added. 

Silatech CEO Hassan al-Mulla 
said “this co-operation with 
QFFD is a pivotal step towards 
achieving our long-term tar-
gets of economically empower-
ing 5mn young men and woman 
across the globe,” adding “the 

development fi eld requires this 
type of collaboration between 
the government and non-gov-
ernment sectors to enhance 
the impact of our interventions 
and to amplify the reach of our 
projects.” (QNA)

Police College to hold fi fth 
graduation ceremony

The Police Academy is all 
set to celebrate its fi fth 
graduation ceremony 

featuring 100 graduates today 
morning. 

The ceremony will feature 
various programmes includ-
ing a parade of students. At a 
press conference yesterday, 
the Police Academy president 
Brig Gen Abdul Rahman Majid 
al-Sulaiti said the students 
have completed the course 
with the best academic, mili-
tary and sports capabilities 
and skills. 

The Training Unit head Lt 
Col Fahd Saeed al-Subaie, said 
the parade this year will have 
400 cadets from all batches of 
the academy in addition to 88 
students of the ‘Police Offi  cers 
of Tomorrow’ programme. 

The cadets, during the pa-

rade, will showcase various 
skills. “Police College candi-
dates present a distinguished 
military parade every year dur-
ing the graduation ceremony, 
and we started preparing last 
year when committees were 

formed for the preparation of 
the ceremony,” al-Subaie said.

Lt Col Yousef Bilal Saeed 
al-Abdullah, director of the 
Administrative and Financial 
Aff airs Department, was also 
present.

The Police Academy off icials announce details of the graduation 
ceremony.

The framework agreement contributes to Goal 8 of the Sustainable 
Development Goals, which promotes sustained, inclusive, and 
sustainable economic growth.

The Secretary-General of Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) ambassador Ali bin Hassan al-
Hammadi met yesterday with the visiting Palestinian Minister of Awqaf and Religious Aff airs 
Hatem Mohamed al-Bakry and the accompanying delegation. The meeting discussed means 
to enhance co-operation in the service of the people of Palestine. During the meeting, the two 
parties asserted the depth of relations between the QRCS and various Palestinian institutions, 
and the importance of strengthening and developing these relations to ensure the provision of 
services to the needy in Jerusalem, the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, especially in light of the 
increasing need to support hospitals and health centres. (QNA)

QRCS secretary-general meets 
Palestinian Awqaf minister

QRDI Council to host webinar 
on education and research

As part of its eff orts to boost national re-
search and innovation capabilities, Qatar 
Research Development and Innovation 

Council (QRDI) is hosting a webinar titled ‘Edu-
cation, Research and Service – now Startups 
too?’ on February 8 from 4pm to 5.15pm. 

Those interested can register to attend through 
the link: https://bit.ly/8FebWebinar

The webinar stems from ‘The Spotlight On’ 
Series, which brings together government poli-
cymakers, research and innovation funding agen-
cies, academics, entrepreneurs, and industry ex-
perts to share their experiences and insights and 
address important issues which impact the RDI 
ecosystem. 

During the webinar, Dr Francis Yeoh, senior 
adviser, QRDI and Professor for Entrepreneur-
ship at the National University of Singapore, will 
be moderating the discussion between three ex-
perts: Prof Dame Fiona Murray, who holds several 
positions as William Porter Professor of Entre-
preneurship, associate dean of Innovation + In-
clusion, and MIT School of Management director, 
and MIT Offi  ce of Innovation HQ, scholar-in-
residence, The Engine. 

The other two distinguished panellists are Ben 
Mumby-Croft, director of Entrepreneurship, Im-
perial College London, and Dr Lotfi  Belkir, asso-
ciate director of Entrepreneurial Transformation, 
Qatar University.

1.3mn patients receive care at Sidra Medicine

Sidra Medicine, a member of Qatar Foundation, has provided medical care for more than 1.3mn patients since it 

opened five years ago, stressed chief medical off icer Prof Ziyad Hijazi. 

He told local Arabic daily Arrayah that Sidra Medicine has 66 clinics and various services and has seen more than 

6,700 cases of childbirths to date.

HE the Assistant Foreign Minister Lolwah bint 
Rashid AlKhater met yesterday with Turkish 
ambassador to Qatar Dr Mustafa Goksu. During 
the meeting, they discussed bilateral relations 
and ways to support and develop them. In 
addition, they discussed several issues of 
common interest, particularly girls’ education 
and ways of co-operation between the countries. 
The ambassador congratulated Qatar for its 
success in hosting the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022. (QNA)

HE the Assistant Foreign Minister Lolwah bint Rashid AlKhater met yesterday 
with Canadian ambassador to Qatar Isabelle Marie Catherine Martin. During the 
meeting, they discussed aspects of bilateral co-operation and ways of enhancing 
and promoting them, in addition to issues of common interest, particularly girls’ 
education in Afghanistan. The meeting also touched on ways of strengthening 
partnership in development projects, and Qatar’s preparations to host the Fifth 
United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries (LDC5) next month. 
The ambassador congratulated Qatar for its success in organising the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022. (QNA)

AlKhater meets Turkish and Canadian ambassadors

Qatar, Japan agree to exchange memos 
on visa waiver for Qatari citizens

Adviser to the Deputy 
Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Foreign Aff airs 

and Spokesperson for the Min-
istry of Foreign Aff airs Dr Ma-
jed bin Mohamed al-Ansari said 
Qatar and Japan have agreed to 
exchange memorandums on visa 
exemption for Qatari citizens 
through the pre-registration 
system for Qatari travellers to 
Japan.

Dr al-Ansari noted that the 
new system allows Qatari citi-
zens to immediately register and 
obtain an entry permit, expect-
ing the application of the system 
to start in the summer of 2023.

Speaking at the weekly media 
briefi ng, Dr al-Ansari said that 
the strategic dialogue between 
Qatar and Japan has attached 
special importance to expand-
ing the scope of co-operation 
between the two countries in 
all issues, noting that the next 
round of the strategic dialogue 
is scheduled to be held in Doha.

He shed light on HE the Dep-
uty Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Abdulrahman al-
Thani’s recent tour of Istanbul, 
Tehran and Tokyo.

Dr al-Ansari added that HE 

Sheikh Mohamed attended in 
Tokyo the second strategic dia-
logue between the governments 
of Qatar and Japan.

On allowing the burning and 
tearing of copies of the Holy 
Qur’an in some European capi-
tals, he affi  rmed that Qatar 
swiftly condemned the event at 
every location it took place, not-
ing that Qatar has issued more 
than one condemnation in order 
to emphasise its fi rm positions 
on such matters similar to the 

positions of other Arab and Is-
lamic countries.

He said that any Islamic glo-
bal eff ort in the fi eld of combat-
ing forms of discrimination on a 
religious, ethnic or other basis is 
welcomed by Qatar and said it is 
working to fulfi l it, and stressed 
that the issue of Islamophobia 
represents a great concern to the 
leadership in Qatar.

Dr al-Ansari said that HE 
the Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs re-

ferred specifi cally to the global 
threat of Islamophobia at a press 
conference in Tehran recently, 
noting that Qatar strives, along 
with the Arab and Islamic coun-
tries, to have a decisive role in 
this issue.

For his part, Director of Media 
and Communication Depart-
ment Ibrahim bin Sultan al-
Hashmi reviewed Qatar’s stanc-
es on several issues recently.

He pointed out that Qatar 
condemned, in the strongest 
possible terms, the brutal Israeli 
aggression at the Jenin camp, 
which led to several deaths and 
injuries, and considered it an 
extension of the heinous and 
horrifi c crimes of the occupa-
tion against the defenceless Pal-
estinian people, adding that the 
Israeli occupation has become 
more reassured than ever before 
of impunity and unaccountabil-
ity.

He added that Qatar con-
demned and denounced, in the 
strongest possible terms, burn-
ing and tearing copies of the 
Holy Qur’an in various European 
countries, noting that double 
standards are unacceptable re-
garding the freedom of speech. 
(QNA)

Off icials during the media briefing.

Awareness drive for Baby-Friendly Hospital initiative

The Ministry of Public 
Health (MoPH) is running 
an introductory campaign 

for the Baby-Friendly Hospital 
initiative, from January 29 until 
today, at Sidra Medicine

The campaign aims to raise 
awareness on the importance of 
breastfeeding, enable mothers 
and pregnant women to identify 
the best habits they can adopt to 
ensure appropriate nutrition 
for them and their children, and 
showcase global recommenda-
tions, the benefi ts of exclusive 
breastfeeding up to six months, as 
well as introduce healthy comple-
mentary foods while continuing 
breastfeeding until the age of two 
years. 

The campaign also introduces 
the importance of skin-to-skin 
contact between mother and child 
from the fi rst moment after birth 
to strengthen their bond.

In the run-up to the campaign, 
the MoPH held a fi ve-day work-
shop from January 22 to 26 in col-
laboration with Sidra Medicine in 
order to train breastfeeding coun-
sellors.

The breastfeeding counsellors’ 
training workshop is an accred-
ited workshop launched by World 
Health Organisation (WHO) and 
Unicef to support, promote and 

protect breastfeeding by training 
healthcare providers to provide 
breastfeeding advice and sup-
port to mothers. The workshop is 
designed to equip health workers 
with the skills to optimally sup-
port mothers and their babies in 
breastfeeding.

The workshop is part of the im-
plementation of the Baby-Friend-
ly Hospital Initiative launched by 

WHO and Unicef in 1991 with the 
aim of protecting and promoting 
the health of pregnant women, 
new mothers and their babies.

This initiative was implemented 
by the Ministry of Public Health 
in 2016 and is part of the objec-
tives of the National Action Plan 
for Nutrition and Physical Activ-
ity and in line with Qatar National 
Vision 2030.

The breastfeeding counsellors’ 
training workshop follows the 
trainers’ course for breastfeed-
ing counsellors organised by the 
MoPH in 2019 in co-operation 
with WHO.

The workshop aimed to intro-
duce and explain the recommen-
dations for breastfeeding at health 
facilities, provide evidence-based 
recommendations on breast-
feeding, understand the impor-
tance of communication skills 
and breastfeeding counselling to 
improve breastfeeding practices, 
health and nutrition for mothers 
and their children. Additionally, 
the workshop discussed the 10 
steps to successful breastfeeding 
and its application, the role of the 
International Code of Market-
ing of Breast-Milk Substitutes in 
protecting breastfeeding, and the 
practical application of acquired 
skills and evaluation of trainers.
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Qatar Charity to launch ‘Saturday Club’
Qatar Charity (QC) Centre for Community 
Development – Al Rayyan is launching ‘Saturday 
Club’, a Qur’anic, cultural, skill, and recreational 
programme for children.
The initiative will feature a variety of activities 
to develop the cognitive abilities of participants, 
improve their level of knowledge and promote 
educational and Islamic values.
Those interested can visit the community 
development centre in Al Rayyan on Sundays, 
Tuesdays, and Thursdays from 8am to 12noon, 
and on Mondays and Wednesdays from 4pm to 
6pm.
The programme is expected to benefit 120 

children, both boys and girls. The aim is to teach 
them the correct way to read and memorise the 
Holy Qur’an, promote Islamic values, and impart 
new skills to them. It will also allow the female 
employees of the centre to memorise the Holy 
Qur’an.
There will be special classes for 4-6 years group 
as well as for girls aged 7-10 years in addition to 
classes for girls aged 11-14 years. There will also 
be special classes for beginners aged 18 and 
above.
The programme will also include various 
activities, workshops, stories, competitions, and 
cultural and recreational trips.

Ministry of Awqaf opens signing 
up for Young Muhadeth contest

The Ministry of Endowments (Awqaf) and 
Islamic Aff airs yesterday announced open-
ing the registration for the 9th edition of 

the Young Muhadeth (Public Speaker) contest, 
organised by the General Directorate of Endow-
ments under the supervision of the Ministry of 
Education and Higher Education.

Participation registration forms can be down-
loaded from the new website of the contest, the 
ministry said notifying that the last date for reg-
istration is March 2.

The General Directorate of Endowments has al-
located valuable fi nancial prizes for the winners, it 
added.

The contest comes within the Qur’an and Sun-
nah servicing fund, said the Director of the General 

Directorate of Endowments Sheikh Dr Khalid bin 
Mohamed al-Thani at a press conference, adding 
that it targets all male and female students in the 
schools of Qatar.

He explained that the contest in this edition has 
become completely electronic, starting from the 
registration through awarding the prizes to the 
winners.

A new category will be added this year for the 
students with special needs he added.

For her part, the Director of Educational Guid-
ance Department Maryam al-Emadi extended 
thanks the General Directorate of Endowments for 
organising the competition, and for the construc-
tive co-operation between the two ministries to 
spread values among students. (QNA)

Ministry, QC launch 
programme to support 
humanitarian leaders

The Ministry of Sports and 
Youth and Qatar Charity 
launched yesterday a train-

ing programme aimed at qualify-
ing youth leaders in humanitarian 
and development respects, with 
the participation of HE the Min-
ister of Sports and Youth Salah 
bin Ghanem bin Nasser al-Ali, 
CEO of Qatar Charity Yousef bin 
Ahmed al-Kuwari, and a number 
of offi  cials.

The Fazaa Al Adaam Youth 
programme aims to qualify and 
train 20 young men and women 
to provide them with the founda-
tions and standards of humani-
tarian and development work 
locally and internationally, and 
to learn about the experiences of 
managing humanitarian work by 
presenting various projects in this 
fi eld.

It also provides an opportunity 
for young people to launch hu-
manitarian projects, and follow 
diff erent standards and models 
in this regard, as well as mecha-
nisms and methods for imple-
menting projects, and providing 

special reports to donors and 
stakeholders.

Participants in the programme 
will be able to experience realis-
tic experiences through technical 
fi eld visits that complement the 
theoretical experience, and carry 
out the technical procedures fol-
lowed in terms of analysing needs 
and collecting information, in 
addition to following up and eval-
uating the implemented projects, 
and submitting technical reports 
on them.

Director of Youth Aff airs De-
partment Fawaz al-Misifari said 
in a statement to Qatar News 
Agency (QNA) that the Fazaa 
Youth programme stems from 
the ministry’s vision aimed at 
preparing active and responsible 
Qatari youth with a sense of pa-
triotism, aware of the humanitar-
ian and development work and its 
societal impact, and able to un-
derstand the surrounding chal-
lenges to create a better tomor-
row, in line with Qatar National 
Vision 2030.

He added that the programme 

would prepare young people ca-
pable of contributing to the de-
velopment of the humanitarian 
and development fi eld in Qatar, 
and to contribute to strengthen-
ing its reputation at the interna-
tional level as an active country 
in the fi eld of humanitarian and 
international development.

He added that the programme 
“Shabab Fazaa” refl ects social 
responsibility and a sense of oth-
ers, as the people of Qatar are 
known for their quick response 
to providing relief to the needy 
and answering the call, which has 
been a Qatari approach since time 
immemorial, and will represent 
an essential tool for highlight-
ing young people who are able 
to contribute eff ectively in the 
humanitarian and development 
work sector.

For his part, Assistant CEO of 
the programmes and Commu-
nity Development Sector at Qatar 
Charity, Faisal Rashid al-Fehaida, 
said in a similar statement to 
QNA that the programme was 
approved between the Ministry 

of Sports and Youth and Qatar 
Charity with the aim of co-op-
eration and partnership in the 
fi eld of humanitarian and devel-
opment work, highlighting the 
preparation of young leaders in 
humanitarian and development 
work.

He added that the idea of the 
programme is to form leaders in 
humanitarian and development 
work, and to enhance their skills 
and experiences locally and in-
ternationally, as a group of young 
people of both genders will par-
ticipate in the programme ac-
cording to specifi c criteria that 
serve the goal of the programme, 
and provide them with 16 work-
shops, focusing on international 
law, the impact of media on hu-
manitarian work, risk and crisis 
management, planning and de-
velopment projects, relief, and 
many of those similar disciplines.

A fi eld trip will also be organ-
ised within the programme to 
visit Qatar Charity projects for 
refugees and displaced persons 
abroad, he said. (QNA)



8 Gulf Times
Thursday, February 2, 2023

QATAR

Qatar Museums kicks off  2023 with vibrant February programme

Qatar Museums (QM) has an-
nounced the continuation of its 
monthly activity programmes 

aimed at inspiring creative interaction 
among the local community. QM has 
planned a series of free to attend work-
shops, events, and activities through-
out February.

Inspired and led by Qatar’s diverse 
creative community, the programme 
facilitates an exchange between the 
public and all art forms, from storytell-
ing, guided interactive tours, and art 
workshops. 

National Museum of Qatar (NMoQ): 
Storytelling Session at NMoQ Library 
– Every Monday and Wednesday, 9am-
12noon (45 minute sessions for up to 
25 students from Grades KG, 1 and 2), 
in Arabic and English. Children will 
listen to stories related to Qatar’s en-
vironment, and after the reading, can 
partake in fun and interactive activi-
ties related to the stories. For inquiries 
and bookings, contact schoolsnmoq@
qm.org.qa 

Natural Environments in Qatar and 
Sustainability Initiatives Guided Tour 
at NMoQ: February 12 and 19, 4pm-
5pm (Arabic)

February 15 and 22, 4pm-5pm (Eng-
lish). NMoQ’s Leaning Team invites 
adults aged 16+ on a journey to discover 
how Qatar’s geography has shaped dif-
ferent habitats resulting in the evolu-
tion of diverse animals, plants, and 
natural resources, in celebration of 
Qatar’s Environment Day. For inquir-
ies and bookings, contact toursnmoq@
qm.org.qa 

I Really Want to Win Storytelling: 
Heritage Garden at NMoQ – February 
11, 4pm-5pm (English), Audience: 9-11 
years 

The Library Team at MNoQ invite 

families to enter the imaginary world of 
stories at this storytelling session. Af-
terwards, children will take home their 
own handmade memento as a keep-
sake. For inquiries and bookings, con-
tact librarynmoq@qm.org.qa

Museum of Islamic Art (MIA): Bagh-
dad Family Day, MIA Atrium, February 
11, 2pm-4pm. MIA welcomes families 
to come and enjoy a host of activities 
in celebration of Family Day and learn 
more about the ongoing Baghdad: 
Eye’s Delight exhibition. For inquiries 
and bookings, contact educationmia@
qm.org.qa

Beginners Ruq’ah for Women: 
MIA Seminar Room, February 5-8, 
4pm-6pm, to learn one of the most 
common types of Arabic calligraphy 
script. Developed at the Ottoman 
court, Ruq’ah script was broadly used 
in daily communications, magazines 
and book covers, because of its clar-
ity and simplicity. For inquiries and 
bookings, contact educationmia@
qm.org.qa

Ottoman Design: Debriefi ng Room 
– MIA, February 11, 4pm-5.30pm. This 
course allows children and teenagers 
to learn about the diff erent types of art 
found in the MIA. Students use basic 
geometry tools such as a compass and 
ruler to make some of the structures 
commonly seen in Islamic art. For in-
quiries and bookings, contact educa-
tionmia@qm.org.qa

Watercolour painting: MIA Art 
Workshop, February 19, 20, 21, 5.30pm-
7pm. In this workshop students will 
produce a watercolour sketch us-
ing drawing and watercolour paint-
ing techniques on paper. For inquiries 
and bookings, contact educationmia@
qm.org.qa

Acrylic painting for teenagers: MIA 

Art Workshop, February 28, 4pm-6pm. 
Participants will be introduced to Is-
lamic Art with a gallery tour, then will 
draw and paint a chosen object which 
inspired them. For inquiries and book-
ings, contact educationmia@qm.org.
qa

Lusail Museum: Tales of a Connected 
World Exhibition. Curator-led tours, 
QM Gallery – Al Riwaq, every Thursday 
until April 1, 12noon-2pm. The curators 
of Lusail Museum invite the public for a 
tour of the Tales of a Connected World 
exhibition, and view the world-class 
collection of Orientalist art, archaeo-
logical artefacts, and media dating from 
antiquity to the 21st century. The cura-
tors will also discuss plans and their vi-
sion for the future museum. For inquir-
ies and booking, contact education@
qm.org.qa

Use Your Imagination – Creative 
Writing Workshop: QM Gallery – Al 
Riwaq (Education Space), February 19 
and 20, 4pm-6pm (Arabic & English), 
for young writers (aged 12-16). The 
fi rst day will involve a walk-in gallery 
conversation, discussing individual 
perceptions of the collection. The class 
will then learn about the principals of 
writing a short story. On the second 
day participants will create a main 

character inspired by the exhibition, 
using diff erent artistic techniques. For 
inquiries and booking, contact educa-
tion@qm.org.qa

Seeing people: QM Gallery – Al Ri-
waq (Education Space), February 22, 
4pm-6pm (Arabic & English). The 
curators of Lusail Museum invite the 
public to an interactive guided tour of 
the Tales of a Connected World exhi-
bition, and create an artwork inspired 
by the various artworks on show. Par-
ticipants will be encouraged to take 
inspiration from the way subjects 
expressed in paintings used to dress, 
pose, and look. Artwork can be in the 
form of a short video, photography, 
or mixed media artwork. For inquir-
ies and booking, contact education@
qm.org.qa

Be Part of Your Favorite Masterpiece: 
QM Gallery – Al Riwaq (Education 
Space), February 26, 4pm-6pm (Arabic 
& English)

Families with kids 12 years+ are in-
vited to a workshop, where they will 
choose their favourite masterpiece 
from the exhibition and incorporate 
personal photos using image trans-
ferring techniques. Participants will 
learn about how scenes of everyday life, 
whether realistic or imagined, were 
a particular source of interest to fi lm 
makers and photographers. For inquir-
ies and booking, contact education@
qm.org.qa

Travel Memories Not to Be Forgot-
ten: QM Gallery – Al Riwaq (Education 
Space), February 21, 3pm-5pm (Arabic 
& English)

12 years and above to examine the 
Tales of a Connected World exhibition 
and create their own travel journal. For 
inquiries and booking, contact educa-
tion@qm.org.qa

Art Mill Museum 2030 Exhibi-
tion: Small Houses with Big Impact 
Art Workshop, Al Najada House 15, 
February 6, 10am-12pm (Arabic & 
English). Children aged 10 and over 
are invited to explore the architec-
ture that reflects the history, culture 
and living conditions of people of the 
past, in particular, houses built from 
mud houses. These houses serve as a 
marker of the region’s heritage and 
historical depth, and illustrate how 
people of this period were able to sus-
tain their civilisation by developing 
this unique form of architecture. For 
inquiries and booking, contact edu-
cation@qm.org.qa

Plant’s Effect Art Workshop by 
Learning and Outreach – Audience 
Engagement Department: Al Najada 
House 15, February 15, 12pm-2pm 
(Arabic & English). As part of the Art 
Mill Museum 2030 exhibition, QM 
Learning and Outreach department 
invite those aged 10 years and over to 
a Botanical art workshop, inspired by 
the future Art Mill Museum’s garden, 
and by the various plants that are na-
tive to Qatar. During the exhibition 
tour, participants will learn about the 
garden, and will use the plants as a 
source of inspiration in their artwork. 
For inquiries and booking, contact 
education@qm.org.qa

Dadu, Children’s Museum of Qa-
tar: Dadu on Tour, Until February 4, 
9am-5pm from Saturday to Thursday, 
and 1pm-5pm on Fridays. The activ-
ity will take place at Owaina Park, Al 
Wakra. Schools may book by e-mail-
ing daduschools@qm.org.qa, and the 
members of the public can register on-
line. 

Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern 
Art, Art lessons with Ismael Azzam, 

Manara studio – Mathaf, every Sun-
day and Monday, 4pm-7pm, to learn 
portraiture, using a range of diff erent 
mediums. Lessons are off ered to peo-
ple with basic to intermediate sketch-
ing and drawing skills. Each participant 
must bring their own sketchbook. Ad-
mission is free, and participants must 
be 18 years old and over. For inquir-
ies and booking, contact education@
qm.org.qa

Experience Al Jazeera: Creating Log-
os from Calligraphy Workshop, Febru-
ary 12, 13, 26 and 27, 4pm-5.30pm, for 
teenagers. For inquiries and booking, 
contact education@qm.org.qa

Posting a Story Through Social 
Media: February 19, 4pm-5.30pm, 
for teenagers. During this interactive 
workshop, participants will gain the 
skills and resources they need to cover 
stories from their community through 
social media. For inquiries and book-
ing, contact education@qm.org.qa

Telling a Story Through Mobile Pho-
tography: February 20, 4pm-5.30pm. 
The workshop will demonstrate how 
to extract relevant information inter-
viewees, based on any topic of interest, 
and deliver it to the viewer. For inquir-
ies and booking, contact education@
qm.org.qa

Training for Teachers: February 2 
and 9, 12pm-2pm (For English lan-
guage teacher and technology teach-
ers), February 1, 6, 7, and 8, 12pm-2pm 
(For Arabic language Teachers and ART 
teachers)

QM’s department of Learning and 
Outreach invites secondary and high 
school teachers to attend free training 
workshops and tours of the Experi-
ence Al Jazeera exhibition. For more 
information please email: education@
qm.org.qa

The Sheikh Abdullah bin Zaid 
Al Mahmoud Islamic Cultural 
Centre (Fanar) continues to 
draw visitors while holding 
various activities for Muslim 
communities.
According to a statement from 
the Ministry of Endowments 
(Awqaf) and Islamic Aff airs, the 
programmes include religious 
lectures for Indonesian 
community members. 
With the arrival of cruise 
ships to Doha Port, there is 
an increase in the number 
of visitors to Fanar, to 
learn about its role and the 
educational programmes 
off ered. Last week, 263 people 
of diff erent nationalities 
visited the centre. Fanar’s 
programmes were attended 
by 76 Indonesians including 
64 students and their parents. 

The centre has 16 volunteer 
teachers. 
The Imam Mohamed bin 
Abdul Wahab Mosque (Grand 
Mosque) was visited by 
hundreds of tourists during 
the past week. A total of 74 
English, Spanish and Russian 
tourists visited the mosque 
last week. 
“Grand Mosque, a cultural 
destination that features the 
local architecture, was visited 
by thousands during the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022. A 
comprehensive description 
about the mosque is given 
to the visitors while detailing 
the local architecture, its 
components, its decoration, 
and the methods used in 
construction in the past are 
introduced,” the statement 
added.

Fanar, Grand Mosque 
continue to impress touristsTourism opportunities between 

Qatar and Georgia ‘immense’
By Joey Aguilar
Staff  Reporter

The post-FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 and post-
Covid-19 pandemic 

period provides tourism op-
portunities between Qatar 
and Georgia as both countries 
continue to witness a growing 
number of visitors due to their 
unique off erings, Georgian am-
bassador Nikoloz Revazishvili 
has said.

The envoy told Gulf Times that 
in the last few years, Georgia has 
become one of the most popular 
tourist destinations for Qatar 
residents, spending their “holi-
day vacations in Georgia and 
many plan to do so this winter”. 

He said the easy and simple 
visa arrangements, Georgia’s 
proximity to and from Qatar, 
and Georgia’s beautiful nature, 
charming contrasts, different 
climates, and a wide variety of 
historic, cultural and culinary 
offerings make it a favourite 
destination for both Qatari cit-
izens and residents.

“Qatari citizens or QID hold-
ers can travel to Georgia without 
visas. Second, Georgia is very 
close geographically and it takes 
just close to three-and-a-half 
hours to get to Tbilisi on a direct 
fl ight. Qatar Airways operates 
daily direct fl ights to Tbilisi,” 
Revazishvili pointed out.

He said the number of visitors 
from Qatar to Georgia in 2022 
increased by 27.5% compared 
to 2021, noting that Georgia has 

removed all Covid-19 regula-
tions, not only in terms of enter-
ing Georgia, but also inside the 
country starting from June 2022.

According to Revazishvili, the 
2023 Freestyle Ski and Snow-
board World Championship, 
which will be held in Bakuriani 
from February 19 to March 5, 
will see a huge number of foreign 
visitors coming to Georgia.

He said a total of 30 medal 
events are on the programme, 

with 16 being contested in the 
freestyle ski disciplines and 14 in 
snowboarding. 

“Thousands of international 
guests from 42 countries – ath-
letes, offi  cial representatives – 
are already registered to attend 
this event in Bakuriani. On the 
sidelines of the championship, 
various interesting entertain-
ment events are scheduled, so 
the visitors can enjoy unforget-
table experiences while visit-

ing this beautiful ski resort,” 
Revazishvili said.  

He noted that Qatar, on the 
other hand, successfully hosted 
the World Cup last year and the 
prestigious tournament puts 
the country in the spotlight in-
ternationally, underlining its 
capacity to host and organise in-
ternational sport events of such 
magnitude. 

“Qatar ‘Delivered Amazing’. 
Many Georgian citizens visited 
Qatar during the World Cup and 
everyone left Qatar with positive 
feelings and a desire to return as 
tourists. 

“Qatar represents one of 
the growing tourist destina-
tions for Georgia, especially 
for family travellers. You can 
find everything in Qatar – rich 
history and cultural experi-
ence, amazing local and inter-
national cuisine, amazing ho-
tels and resorts, nice beaches, 
shopping and etc. I am sure we 
will witness significant growth 
in tourism in coming years in 
both destinations – Tbilisi and 
Doha,” the envoy said.

Georgia will witness a huge number of foreign visitors from various 
countries during the 2023 Freestyle Ski and Snowboard World 
Championship, scheduled from February 19 to March 5. 

Georgian ambassador Nikoloz 
Revazishvili.

WCM-Q diabetes researcher 
ranked among world’s best

Weill Cornell Medi-
cine-Qatar (WCM-
Q) clinician and 

researcher, Dr Rayaz Malik 
has been ranked among the 
world’s leading experts in the 
fields of diabetic neuropathy 
and diabetes complications. 

Dr Malik, professor of 
medicine and assistant dean 
for clinical investigations at 
WCM-Q, was seventh for dia-
betic neuropathies and 13th 
for diabetes complications, in 
a ranking of the most influen-
tial clinical researchers across 
the world. 

This list was independently 
compiled by Expertscape, the 
world’s leading index of aca-
demic achievement and ex-
pertise in healthcare. It ranks 
the performance of research-
ers impartially, using a series 
of objective metrics to judge 
the number and quality of re-
search papers and the impact 
factor of the journals in which 
they have been published over 
the last ten years. 

Expertscape’s analysis de-
termined that Dr Malik’s 
record of publication over the 
past ten years puts him in the 
top 0.0076% of 170,863 pub-
lished authors for diabetes 
complications worldwide. Di-
abetes complications include 

heart disease, stroke, dam-
age to the eye (retinopathy), 
kidneys (nephropathy) and 
nerves (neuropathy). 

Dr Malik said: “It is very 
gratifying to achieve such 
recognition based on approxi-
mately 280 publications since 
my arrival in Qatar, arising 
from excellent collaborations 
between Weill Cornell Med-
icine-Qatar, Hamad Medical 
Corporation, Sidra Medicine, 
and Qatar University. We be-
lieve our innovative approach 
to identify nerve damage is 
and will have a major impact 
on the health of people with 
diabetes and other neurode-
generative diseases.”

In November 2022, Dr Malik 
was also awarded the prestig-
ious Gold Medal lecture from 
the Gulf Association of Endo-
crinology and Diabetes.

Dr Rayaz Malik

Elections 
announced for 
Indian embassy
apex bodies

The biennial elections to three 

apex bodies under the Indian 

embassy will be held on Febru-

ary 17 according to a circular 

issued yesterday.

The elections to the Indian 

Cultural Centre (ICC), Indian 

Community Benevolent Forum 

(ICBF and Indian Sports Centre 

(ISC) will be held online, ex-

plained T Angelina Premalatha, 

counsellor at Indian embassy 

and the chairperson of the 

Election Committee.

“Online elections for the post of 

president and four managing 

committee members and three 

representatives of associate 

organisations will be held for 

ICC, ICBF and ISC for the term 

of 2023 to 2024 will be held on 

February 17 in accordance with 

the constitution and bylaws of 

the respective apex bodies,” 

said the statement.

Last date for submission of 

nominations to all the three 

apex bodies is February 7 and 

the last day for withdrawal of 

nominations is February 8. The 

final list of candidates will be 

published on February 10 and 

the online elections held on 

February 17. The timing of the 

elections will be announced 

later and the results will be 

declared on the same day.

HBKU Press publishes 
book on cybersecurity
The HBKU Press has 

launched its newest ad-
dition to the Simply Said 

book series, What You Should 
Know About Cybersecurity by Dr 
Mohamed al-Dorani. 

The series calls upon leading 
authorities to provide acces-
sible explanations on typically 
complex but critical subjects 
concerning everyday issues. 

“HBKU Press started the 
Simply Said series to break 
down challenging problems 
and cater to readers who are 
routinely aff ected by various 
phenomena that can be diffi  cult 
to decipher without technical 
training,” said executive direc-
tor Bachar Chebaro.

What You Should Know About 
Cybersecurity tackles the most 
pressing issue of cybersecurity 
and its development in today’s 
rapidly digitising era. As com-
munication, business, banking, 
and daily lives become increas-
ingly more reliant on online use, 
cyberattacks and the conse-
quent need for more compre-
hensive cybersecurity measures 
are similarly on the rise. 

Dr al-Dorani seeks to equip 

the novice reader with a basic 
yet thorough and crucial un-
derstanding of cybersecurity 
and how to best ensure opti-
mal digital health. “The aim of 
having this book published is 
to shed light on the dangers of 
cybercrime and cyberattacks 
that have been causing so much 
concern and damage to indi-
viduals, corporations and coun-
tries. I hope this book can add to 
the education and awareness of 
readers,” he said.

Dr al-Dorani is a key player 
in the development and un-
derstanding of the cybersecu-
rity fi eld in Qatar. He earned 
his MBA from the University of 
San Francisco before complet-
ing his postgraduate research at 
the esteemed Wharton School 
of Business at the University of 
Pennsylvania. 

Dr al-Dorani then went on to 
achieve a PhD in Information 
Systems and Telecommunica-

tions from George Washington 
University. He has overseen the 
fi rst bachelor’s degree in Cy-
bersecurity at the Community 
College of Qatar by developing 
and teaching his course ‘Hack-
ing and Counter Measures and 
Cyber Crime.’ 

“I have dedicated the past six 
years in my capacity as an expert 
on the subject to spread knowl-
edge and stress the importance 
of cybersecurity to students, in 
addition to consulting various 
clients in the private and public 
sectors,” said Dr al-Dorani, who 
has published three books over 
the past fi ve years and helped 
over 100 Qatari male and female 
students graduate with a bach-
elor’s degree in cybersecurity. 

The book starts with an in-
depth glossary of relevant terms 
in the cybersecurity fi eld and 
continues to discuss each of 
these themes in detail, breaking 
down the normally overwhelm-

ing topic down into clearly or-
ganised and insightful chapters. 
Each chapter explores a theme 
most casual readers are already 
familiar with, including pass-
word security, a universal Inter-
net practice for all users. 

Dr al-Dorani devotes an entire 
chapter to the importance of ro-
bust password security measures 
and urges readers to take advan-
tage of two-factor authentication 
features and avoid bad password 
habits that could potentially leave 
personal accounts vulnerable to 
cyberattacks. 

He continues to delve into a 
variety of case studies to explore 
these vulnerabilities further, 
which aff ect not only personal 
users, but larger companies, or-
ganisations, and entities which 
house sensitive data and infor-
mation that could potentially be 
exploited in various ways. 

“The book explains what 
the countermeasures and basic 
minimum protections are that 
one can undertake to maintain 
infection-free digital devices, 
especially with the widespread 
use of social media applica-
tions,” added Dr al-Dorani.

“The aim of having this book published is to shed light 
on the dangers of cybercrime and cyberattacks that 
have been causing so much concern and damage to 
individuals, corporations and countries. I hope this book 
can add to the education and awareness of readers”
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Lost radioactive capsule 
found in Australian Outback
Reuters
Sydney

Australian authorities yes-
terday found a radioac-
tive capsule smaller than 

a coin that was lost in the vast 
Outback after nearly a week-
long search involving around 100 
people along a 1,400km stretch 
of highway, offi  cials said.

The Caesium-137 capsule lost 
in transit more than two weeks 
ago was discovered when a ve-
hicle travelling at 70km per hour 
equipped with specialist detec-
tion equipment picked up the 
radiation, according to offi  cials 
from the state of Western Aus-
tralia.

The search team then used 
portable detection equipment 
to fi nd the capsule, which was 
located about 2 metres from the 
side of the road in a remote area 
far from any community, they 
added.

The radioactive capsule was 
part of a gauge used to measure 
the density of iron ore feed from 

Rio Tinto’s Gudai-Darri mine in 
the state’s remote Kimberley re-
gion.

The gauge was being taken to 
a facility in the suburbs of state 
capital Perth – a distance further 
than the length of Great Britain.

Rio was willing to pay for the 
cost of the search if asked by the 
state government, iron ore divi-
sion head Simon Trott told re-
porters.

“Of course the simple fact is 
this device should never have 
been lost,” he said. “We’re sorry 
that that has occurred and we’re 
sorry for the concern that that 
has caused within the Western 
Australian community.”

People had been told to stay at 
least 16.5 feet away if they spot-
ted the capsule, because expo-
sure could cause radiation burns 
or radiation sickness.

However, driving past it was 
believed to be relatively low risk, 
akin to taking an X-ray.

Western Australia’s Emer-
gency Services Minister Stephen 
Dawson said the fi nd was an “ex-
traordinary result” after a search 

involving the state’s emergency 
response department, defence 
authorities and radiation spe-
cialists.

“When you consider the scope 
of the search area, locating this 
object was a monumental chal-
lenge, the search groups have 
quite literally found the needle in 
the haystack,” he said.

A 20-metre exclusion zone has 
been set up around the capsule 
while defence force members 
verify it via a serial number.

It will then be placed in a lead 
container and stored overnight 
at a secure location in Newman, 
a mining town roughly 1,200km 
north-west of Perth, before be-
ing taken to the state capital to-
day.

The silver capsule, 6mm in di-
ameter and 8mm long, contains 
Caesium-137 which emits radia-
tion equal to 10 X-rays per hour.

Offi  cials said the capsule ap-
parently fell off  a truck during 
transport and landed on the side 
of the road, adding that it was 
unlikely there would be contami-
nation in the area.

UK’s teachers and civil
servants join mass strike
Reuters
London

Up to half a million British 
teachers, civil servants, 
and train drivers yesterday 

walked out over pay in the largest 
co-ordinated strike action for a 
decade, with unions threatening 
more disruption as the govern-
ment digs its heels in over pay 
demands.

The mass walkouts across the 
country shut schools, halted 
most rail services, and forced 
the military to be put on standby 
to help with border checks on a 
day dubbed “Walkout Wednes-
day”.

According to unions, as many 
as 300,000 teachers took part, 
the biggest group involved, as 
part of wider action by 500,000 
people, the highest number since 
2011, when civil servants walked 
out en masse.

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 
condemned the strikes which 
forced millions of children to miss 
school.

“I am clear that our children’s 
education is precious and they 

deserve to be in school today be-
ing taught,” he said.

His government has taken a 
hard line against the unions, ar-
guing that giving in to demands 
for large wage hikes would further 
fuel Britain’s infl ation problem.

Tens of thousands of education 
workers marched through central 
London with placards which read 
“Children Deserve better” and 
“Save our Schools, Pay Up”.

Taking part in the march, pri-
mary school teacher Hannah 
Rice, 32, said she hoped the scale 
of the action would send the gov-
ernment a strong message.

“This government should be 
ashamed of the way they are man-
aging things,” she said. “It’s clear 
people are unhappy, it’s clear that 
there needs to be a change.”

The PCS Union, representing 
about 100,000 striking civil serv-
ants from more than 120 govern-
ment departments, warned of 
further co-ordinated strikes.

“If the government doesn’t do 
something about it, I think we 
will see more days like today with 
more and more unions joining in,” 
PCS general secretary Mark Ser-
wotka said.

India govt hikes
spending, shuns
populism in last 
pre-poll budget
Reueters
New Delhi

India yesterday announced 
one of its biggest ever in-
creases in capital spending 

for the next fi scal year to create 
jobs but targeted a narrower fi s-
cal defi cit in its last full budget 
ahead of a parliamentary election 
due in 2024.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s party has been under 
pressure to create jobs in the 
populous country where many 
have struggled to fi nd employ-
ment, although the economy is 
now one of the world’s fastest-
growing.

“After a subdued period of the 
pandemic, private investments 
are growing again,” Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman said as 
she presented the 2023-24 budg-
et in parliament.

“The budget makes the need 
once again to ramp up the virtu-
ous cycle of investment and job 
creation. Capital investment is 
being increased steeply for the 
third year in a row by 33% to 
Rs10tn.”

The capital spending increase 
to about $122.3bn, which would 
amount to 3.3% of gross domes-
tic product (GDP), will be the 
biggest such jump after an in-
crease of more than 37% between 
2020-21 and 2021-22.

Total spending will rise 7.5% to 
Rs45.03tn ($549.51bn) in the next 
fi scal year starting on April 1.

Sitharaman said the govern-
ment would target a fi scal defi cit 
of 5.9% of GDP for 2023-24 com-
pared with 6.4% for the current 
fi scal year and slightly lower than 
a Reuters poll of 6%.

The aim is to lower the defi cit 
to 4.5% by 2025-26.

Brokerage Nomura said the 
budget “prudently pushes for 

growth, without rocking the 
macro boat”.

“In the event, the government 
has presented a good budget. It 
has pushed for growth via public 
capex and continued on the path 
towards fi scal consolidation, 
without off ering much in terms 
of outright populism.”

Capital Economics said the 
“absence of a fi scal blowout”, 
a recent drop in infl ation and 
signs of moderating growth 
could convince India’s central 
bank to slow the pace of rate 
hikes next week.

It said there was still a chance 
of fi scal slippage as campaign-
ing kicks off  for the election, in 
which Modi is widely projected 
to win a third straight term.

The fi nance ministry’s annual 
Economic Survey, released on 
Tuesday, forecast the economy 
could grow 6% to 6.8% next fi s-
cal year, down from 7% projected 
for the current year, while warn-
ing about the impact of cooling 
global demand on exports.

Sitharaman said India’s 
economy was “on the right 
track, and despite a time of 
challenges, heading towards a 
bright future”. Her deficit plan 
will be aided by a 28% cut in 
subsidies on food, fertiliser and 

petroleum for the next fiscal 
year at Rs3.75tn.

The government cut spending 
on a key rural jobs guarantee pro-
gramme to Rs600bn – the small-
est in more than fi ve years – from 
Rs894bn for this fi scal year.

The government’s gross mar-
ket borrowing is estimated to rise 
about 9% to Rs15.43tn  next fi scal 
year.

Moody’s Investors Service said 
the narrower fi scal defi cit pro-
jection pointed to the govern-
ment’s commitment to longer-
term fi scal sustainability, but 
that a “high debt burden and 
weak debt aff ordability remain 
key constraints that off set India’s 
fundamental strengths”.

Among other moves to stimu-
late consumption, the surcharge 
on annual income above Rs50mn 
was cut to 25% from 37%. 

Since taking offi  ce in 2014, 
Modi has ramped up capital 
spending including on roads and 
energy, while wooing investors 
through lower tax rates and la-
bour reforms, and off ering subsi-
dies to poor households to clinch 
their political support.

A lack of jobs for young people, 
and meagre wages for those who 
do fi nd work, has been one of the 
main criticisms of Modi.

US Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin’s visit to the 
Philippines this week is expected to bring an 
announcement of expanded US access to military 
bases in the country, a senior Philippines off icial 
said yesterday. Washington is eager to extend its 
security options in the Philippines as part of eff orts 
to deter any move by China against Taiwan, while 
Manila wants to bolster defence of its territorial 
claims in the disputed South China Sea. Austin 
arrived in Manila on Tuesday, and will meet his 
Philippine counterpart and other off icials today “to 
build on our strong bilateral relationship, discuss 
a range of security initiatives, and advance our 
shared vision of a free and open Pacific,” he said.

Two Polish skiers were killed and 21 other people 
rescued in Kashmir, India, yesterday after an 
avalanche swept through the popular ski resort 
of Gulmarg, police said. The skiing group was 
made up of Russian and Polish nationals and two 
local guides, police said. A rescue operation was 
launched following the incident, Kashmir’s police 
chief Vijay Kumar said, and two bodies were 
recovered. Police later said 21 skiers and two local 
guides had been accounted for. The skiers were hit 
by the avalanche in the Aff arwat area of Gulmarg, 
Kumar said, days after heavy snowfall in the hills of 
Kashmir. Police identified the two Polish skiers as 
Krzysltof, 43, and Adam Grzech, 45.

At least 15 people died, while dozens were injured 
as a result of a massive fire that erupted in an 
apartment complex in Joraphatak, Dhanbad. 
Local media sources said the fire, which erupted 
in an apartment spread rapidly before the 
firefighting teams rescued residents trapped 
from the sixth and seventh floors of the complex. 
Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren 
described the accident as “extremely heart-
wrenching,” adding “the district administration 
is working on war footing and treatment is being 
provided to the injured.” Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi expressed his deep anguish for 
the loss of lives in the Dhanbad fire.

A magnitude 6.0 earthquake struck Mindanao 
in the Philippines yesterday, the European 
Mediterranean Seismological Centre (EMSC) 
said. The quake struck at a depth of 2kms, the 
EMSC said. It was felt in Davao City, hometown of 
former president Rodrigo Duterte, the region’s 
civil disaster agency said on Facebook. Photos 
and videos on social media showed people 
evacuating shopping malls and a university to 
open spaces in the city, while lights hanging in 
a church swayed. The earthquake was felt more 
strongly in the nearby province of Davao de Oro. 
Damage and aftershocks were expected, the 
country’s seismology agency said in a report.

Five social media content creators have been 
arrested in Egypt after publishing a widely viewed 
comic sketch about a visit to an Egyptian jail, two 
lawyers said yesterday. The video clip titled “The 
Visit” shows a woman visiting her fiance in prison. 
The two engage in banter with several other 
characters, including a prison guard, who appear 
at the detention centre. The three-minute video 
was published on January 13 and has been viewed 
more than 7mn times on Facebook. Five people 
who appeared in the video were arrested by 
National Security agents before being transferred 
to the prosecution and ordered detained for 15 
days pending investigations, a lawyer said.

Austin visit to see deal on 
base access: Philippines

Two skiers killed in
Kashmir avalanche

Massive fire kills 15 in
complex in east India

Strong earthquake
hits Mindanao

Egyptian police arrest five
over spoof prison visit video
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US, India 
tie-up aims 
to compete
with China
Reuters
Washington

The White House yesterday 
launched a partnership 
with India that President 

Joe Biden hopes will help the 
countries compete against China 
on military equipment, semicon-
ductors and artifi cial intelligence.

Washington wants to deploy 
more Western mobile phone 
networks in the subcontinent to 
counter China’s Huawei Tech-
nologies, to welcome more Indian 
computer chip specialists to the 
US and to encourage companies 
from both countries to collabo-
rate on military equipment such 
as artillery systems.

The White House faces an up-
hill battle on each front, includ-
ing US restrictions on military 
technology transfer and visas for 
immigrant workers, along with 
India’s longstanding dependence 
on Moscow for military hardware.

Biden’s national security ad-
viser, Jake Sullivan, and his In-
dian counterpart, Ajit Doval, met 
with senior offi  cials from both 
countries at the White House to 
launch the US-India Initiative on 
Critical and Emerging Technolo-
gies.

“The larger challenge posed by 
China — its economic practices, 
its aggressive military moves, its 
eff orts to dominate the indus-
tries of the future and to control 
the supply chains of the future 
— have had a profound impact on 
the thinking in Delhi,” Sullivan 
said.

Doval will also meet Secretary 
of State Anthony Blinken during 
his three-day visit to Washing-
ton DC. New Delhi has frustrated 
Washington by participating in 
military exercises with Russia 
and increasing purchases of the 
country’s crude oil, a key source 
of funding for Russia’s war in 
Ukraine.

But Washington has held its 
tongue, nudging the country on 
Russia while condoning India’s 
more hawkish stance on China.

On Monday, Sullivan and Doval 
participated in a Chamber of 
Commerce event with corporate 
leaders from Lockheed Martin 
Corporation, Adani Enterprises 
and Applied Materials.

Palestinian women hold banners to show their support to 
Palestinian prisoners held in Israeli prisons, in Gaza City, 
yesterday. 

Anti-Israel protest

Defence budget raised to $72.6bn

India yesterday proposed 
Rs5.94tn ($72.6bn) in defence 
spending for the 2023-24 
financial year, 13% up from 
the previous period’s initial 
estimates, aiming to add more 
fighter jets and roads along 
its tense border with China. 
Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman allocated Rs1.63tn 
for defence capital outlays 
— an expenditure that would 
include new weapons, aircraft, 

warships and other military 
hardware. She said Rs2.77tn 
would be devoted to military 
salaries and benefits in 2023-
24, Rs1.38tn on pensions for 
retired soldiers, and further 
amounts for miscellaneous 
items. Sitharaman also 
revised the defence budget 
for the current financial year 
ending in March to Rs5.85tn 
from earlier estimates of 
Rs5.25tn.

A teacher conducts a class using laptops at a government high school in Hyderabad yesterday, 
under the newly introduced programme “Mana Basti – Mana Badi” (Our area – Our School) for 
overall eff ectiveness and infrastructure development of government-run schools in India’s 
Telangana state.

Telangana upgrades school facilities



One of the most iconic images 
of our time shows a polar 
bear marooned and adrift on 
an ice fl oe. Few other images 

capture the reality of climate change so 
viscerally. And now, ironically, Davos 
Man fi nds himself in a similar meta-
phorical position. His natural habitat, 
the hyper-globalised world of the past 
half-century, is shrinking, and he has 
gone from skiing in the Swiss Alps to 
skating on thin ice.

Of course, globalisation – the 
integration of national and regional 
economies through cross-border 
trade and investment – long predates 
Davos Man. Ever since the dawn 
of industrialisation in the 1800s, 
technological progress (steamships, 
railroads, the telegraph, automobiles, 
airplanes) and fi nancial innovations 
(like the gold standard) have led to an 
increasingly interconnected global 
economy.

But this process has not been 
continuous. An earlier wave of 
globalisation came to an abrupt 
halt in the early 1900s with the rise 
of nationalism and protectionism, 
culminating in the Great Depression and 
fascism. Yet since the end of World War 
II, and especially following the Cold 
War, the international order has been 
deliberately geared toward American-
led globalisation, with the Bretton 
Woods Institutions (the International 
Monetary Fund, the World Bank, 
and the World Trade Organisation) 
providing the basic architecture.

Conceived by the World Economic 
Forum in 1971 (but unnamed until 
2004), Davos Man became the avatar of 
this process. Each year since, the WEF 
has staged its fl agship gathering in the 
Swiss Alps to extol the virtues of free 
trade and capital-market liberalisation 
as instruments for underwriting peace 
and prosperity.

But now, many fear that globalisation 
is in retreat for the fi rst time since 
1945. The United States and China are 
undergoing a large-scale “decoupling.” 
And the rise of populist movements in 
advanced economies – epitomised by 
Trumpism and Brexit – has placed the 
Global North’s right-wing nationalists 
on the same page as the Global South’s 
left-wing anti-colonialists. Both are 
deeply suspicious of multinational 
economic arrangements that are seen to 
undermine national sovereignty.

Against this backdrop, Davos 
attendees spent this year’s gathering 
fretting over matters of taxonomy (“Re-
Globalisation or De-Globalisation?”), 
while The Economist ran a cover story 
on the new threats to globalisation 
emanating from its erstwhile champion, 
the US. Morgan Stanley, meanwhile, 
has warned clients about globalisation 
going into “reverse.”

But the change we are witnessing 
is about much more than supply 
chains and semiconductors. More 
fundamentally, what the economic 
sociologist Karl Polanyi called the 
“disembedding” of economic systems 
from social ones appears to be hitting 
its limits.

In strictly economic terms, the 
case for globalisation will always be 
compelling: the logic of comparative 

advantage dictates that if countries 
leverage their own strengths – their 
unique combination of resource 
endowments, geography, human capital, 
and so on – and then trade with the 
rest of the world, everyone will end up 
with more in the aggregate. Economic 
studies show that almost every country 
in the world has grown richer as a result 
of globalisation. Globally, poverty and 
inequality (at least between countries) 
have declined markedly.

But economic actors are real people 
with “sticky” psychological traits. They 
have personal and social identities, 
and deeply held values. They are not 
“commodities” or mere factors of 
production that gravitate like atoms 
toward their most productive use. 
Whether they are workers displaced 
from their jobs by outsourcing or 
farmers unable to sell their produce 
because of international agreements, 
they have understandable objections 
to globalisation’s race-to-the-bottom 
dynamics.

The popular resistance to 
globalisation is not cognitive but 
aff ective, born of an anger over feeling 
“left behind” or “swept up.” According 
to Pew Research, a sense of belonging 
(or not belonging) to a “community” 
is the key factor determining whether 
people’s sentiment toward globalisation 
is positive (or negative). Globalisation 
is currently running into the wall 
of identity, which the prevailing 
institutions have failed to reconfi gure or 
even acknowledge.

Though its infl uence runs deep, 
the Bretton Woods order rests on the 
thinnest possible political foundation. 
It is constituted by multinational 

corporations, a handful of international 
organisations that are famous for their 
lack of accountability to the public, and 
a thicket of extraordinarily complex 
and highly technical trade agreements. 
None has any direct relationship with 
ordinary people or their communities.

Unsurprisingly, the consensus on 
globalisation began to fray with the 
backlash against top-down trade 
talks and the punitive, procedural 
mechanisms of the WTO. These 
mechanisms stand in stark contrast to 
the bottom-up climate movement. The 
climate movement reminds us that if we 
want to reap the economic benefi ts of a 
globalised economy, we need genuine 
global governance, both to distribute 
the gains from trade more fairly and to 
forge a new social contract that off ers a 
sense of global community.

As I have argued previously, this 
vision of global governance is less 
utopian than it sounds. The challenges 
that globalisation is facing refl ect the 
true nature of markets and economies 
as fundamentally social phenomena. In 
an age of “polycrisis” and “permacrisis,” 
to borrow Davos Man’s lingo, we need 
to shift the paradigm of globalisation 
to focus not only on goods, capital, and 
services but also on people.

Ultimately, it is impossible to 
sustain global markets without global 
governance based on a broadly shared 
moral consensus. If Davos Man wants to 
avoid becoming completely obsolete, he 
will need to acquire some social skills. 

                                       — Project Syndicate

 Antara Haldar is Associate Professor 
of Empirical Legal Studies at the 
University of Cambridge.

There is no shortage of hyperbole in the debate about whether 
companies should demand a full return to offi  ce work. According to 
Citadel’s Ken Griffi  n, the hedge fund owes its record-breaking $16bn 
haul last year to its staff ’s full-time presence in the offi  ce. But such 
sound bites ignore all the benefi ts that remote work off ers to employers, 
employees, and the economy more broadly.

Naysayers dismiss employees’ preference for remote work as a 
manifestation of entitlement or “quiet quitting” (doing the bare 
minimum to remain employed). But that snap judgment is far too 
crude. A recent study by Harvard University economist Raj Chetty’s 
Opportunity Insights lab estimates that there are around 2.6mn people 
in the United States who should be working, but are not. At a time when 
many employers cannot fi ll vacancies, off ering greater fl exibility both 
increases the applicant pool and contributes to higher retention rates, 
easing the pressure on hiring.

Happier employees also tend to be more productive. Survey data 
on attitudes toward remote work from multiple countries show that 
many employees were surprised by their own productivity during the 
pandemic. Remote work saved them hours of exhausting commutes, 
and they were able to tailor their days to do their work when they felt 
most productive. Women and parents of young children especially 
came to appreciate – and make the most use of – this newfound 
flexibility.

More broadly, remote work off ers greater opportunities for labour-
market participation to talented individuals who had been previously 
disadvantaged by time or mobility constraints (including not just 
women and parents but also people with disabilities). Research by 
Harvard’s Claudia Goldin shows that the need to work long hours 
outside the home at prescribed times is one of the most important 
challenges that women (especially those with a college education) face 
in the labour market.

Remote work thus could help 
eliminate some of the tension 
between career and family. But 
as the pandemic taught us, 
leveraging remote work to the 
fullest requires complementary 
policies, especially adequate 
childcare. Otherwise, remote 
work will not spare women from 
the double duty of full-time 
employment and managing 
household and childcare 
responsibilities.

If broadly implemented and 
accompanied by the right policies, remote work would deliver far-
reaching benefi ts for the overall economy. It would reduce labour costs 
and thus infl ationary pressures, because employees could move to 
cheaper locations. And these relocations could in turn lower congestion 
costs, making commutes easier and less expensive for those who still 
need to be physically present in the workplace.

In real-estate markets, rents and house prices would be more evenly 
distributed geographically. Though this might raise prices in some 
previously low-cost locations, it would eliminate the extraordinarily 
high rents and house prices found in highly congested areas such as the 
New York City metropolitan area or the San Francisco Bay Area.

Of course, there are also some disadvantages to consider. In some 
sectors, employers worry that a lack of structure, offi  ce “culture,” 
or the ability to monitor employees’ progress will drive down lower 
productivity. And since remote work is not an option in many 
industries – from restaurants to healthcare – its uptake might add 
another dimension to labour-market inequality.

Still, even those workers who need to show up every day would 
benefi t indirectly from remote work, through the reduction in 
commuting costs, rents, and house prices. Moreover, if markets are 
functioning properly, there should be a compensating diff erential for 
workplace labour. Employees already seem to recognise this tradeoff . 
Recent estimates suggest that, on average, employees would be willing 
to give up 5% of their pay to work from home 2-3 days per week.

Critics of remote work also often argue that personal interaction 
(at the proverbial water cooler) fosters creativity and innovation, as if 
to suggest that new ideas never emerge from a Zoom screen. And, of 
course, many employers and employees (especially younger cohorts) 
cherish a good offi  ce culture. But most of these needs can be met 
through hybrid models, whereby employees are physically present on a 
few pre-determined days of each week or month.

Finally, it is true that the widespread adoption of remote or hybrid 
work would have serious implications for the future of city centres, 
particularly those that are deemed less appealing or competitive. 
The advantages of remote, and especially hybrid, work seem to 
outweigh the disadvantages, especially if such work is supplemented 
by complementary policies to provide childcare and support urban 
development.

The Covid-19 pandemic was horrible for everyone. But like every 
crisis, it taught us some valuable lessons and accelerated innovation 
in certain sectors. Remote and hybrid work are a silver lining of a 
prolonged tragedy. We should cling to it. — Project Syndicate
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Three cheers for 
hybrid work

Covid taught us 
some valuable 
lessons and 
accelerated 
innovation in 
certain sectors

Davos Man has a 
people problem
By Antara Haldar
Cambridge

Globalisation is currently running into the wall of identity, which the prevailing 
institutions have failed to reconfigure or even acknowledge

In strictly economic 
terms, the case 

for globalisation 
will always be 

compelling: 
the logic of 

comparative 
advantage dictates 

that if countries 
leverage their 

own strengths and 
then trade with the 

rest of the world, 
everyone will end 

up with more in 
the aggregate
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Baldwin charged for ‘reckless acts’ in Rust shooting
Reuters
Hollywood

Actor Alec Baldwin was 
charged with involuntary 
manslaughter on Tues-

day for showing a “reckless” 
disregard for safety that led to 
the fatal shooting of cinematog-
rapher Halyna Hutchins on the 
set of the Western movie Rust in 
New Mexico in 2021, according 
to court documents.

District Attorney Mary Car-
mack-Altwies fi led charges fol-
lowing months of speculation 
as to whether she had evidence 
that Baldwin acted with crimi-
nal negligence when a revolver 
with which he was rehears-
ing fi red a live round that killed 
Hutchins.

Baldwin and set armourer 
Hannah Gutierrez-Reed were 
each charged with two counts of 
involuntary manslaughter. The 
most serious charge, which car-
ries a potential sentence of fi ve 
years in jail, would require pros-
ecutors to convince a jury that 
Baldwin acted with wilful disre-
gard for the safety of others.

A lawyer for Baldwin declined 
to comment. Gutierrez-Reed’s 
lawyer said the prosecutor had 
“completely misunderstood the 
facts and has reached the wrong 
conclusions.”

Baldwin’s case is remarkable 
in that there is little or no prec-
edent for a Hollywood actor to 
face criminal charges for an on-
set shooting.

A statement of probable cause 
by the prosecution’s special 
investigator, Robert Shilling, 
made clear Baldwin was being 
charged as an actor and produc-
er on the low-budget movie.

Baldwin’s failure to get suf-
fi cient fi rearms training, check 
with the armourer whether the 
revolver was loaded, or address 
safety complaints from crew 
were cited by Shilling as some 
of his many “extremely reckless 
acts or reckless failures to act” in 
the 10-day period leading up to 
Hutchins’ death.

The 30 Rock actor has denied 
responsibility for the shoot-
ing inside a movie-set church, 
saying Hutchins directed him 
to point the gun at the cam-
era, he cocked the revolver but 

never pulled the trigger.
Baldwin said live ammunition 

should never have been allowed 
on the set and it was the job of 
Gutierrez-Reed and fi rst assist-
ant director Dave Halls to ensure 
the gun was unloaded, a position 
supported by many actors and 
the SAG-AFTRA union.

Videos from inside the church 
prior to the shooting show Bald-
win with his fi nger on the trig-
ger, Shilling said.

An FBI forensic test of the re-
volver found it “functioned nor-
mally” and would not fi re with-
out the trigger being pulled.

The prosecution used Bald-
win’s comments to media 
against him, saying the investi-
gation showed he deviated from 
fi rearm safety protocols that he 
laid out in television interviews.

“Baldwin would have been 
better served not making pub-
lic statements about these in-
cidents,” said Kate Mangels, an 
attorney with entertainment 
law fi rm Kinsella Weitzman Iser 
Kump Holley.

Still, prosecutors could face 
long odds convincing a jury 
Baldwin is criminally liable as 

he was assured the gun was not 
loaded and it will be diffi  cult to 
blame him for all the movie’s al-
leged safety failures, legal ana-
lysts said

No other Rust producer has 
been charged.

Charging documents held 
Gutierrez-Reed responsible for 
“allowing live ammunition on 

the set,” but did not accuse her 
of physically introducing them 
onto the production.

Gutierrez-Reed has said she 
brought two boxes of dummy 
rounds onto the set from a 
previous movie. Supply com-
pany PDQ Arms and Prop also 
provided dummy rounds and 
blanks. An FBI test found live 

long Colt .45 rounds taken from 
PDQ in Albuquerque did not 
match those found at the movie 
set, including the round that 
killed Hutchins and wounded 
director Joel Souza.

As armourer responsible for 
fi rearm safety and training, 
Gutierrez-Reed failed to provide 
suffi  cient instruction to Bald-
win, check rounds loaded into 
the revolver or remain present 
in the rehearsal to ensure the ac-
tor did not point the weapon at 
Hutchins, the special investiga-
tor said.

Gutierrez-Reed has said she 
checked that the rounds were 
dummies before handing the 
gun to Halls and leaving the 
church due to Covid protocols. 
Halls then handed it to Baldwin, 
telling him it was a “cold gun,” 
meaning it did not contain an 
explosive charge, according to 
police.

Halls has signed a plea deal for 
a misdemeanour charge and is 
expected to cooperate with the 
prosecution.

Gutierrez-Reed has said pro-
ducers denied her requests for 
extra fi rearms training, includ-

ing with Baldwin.
Gabrielle Pickle, line produc-

er on the movie, on December 20 
testifi ed to New Mexico’s worker 
safety agency (OSHA) that all of 
Gutierrez-Reed’s requests for 
extra days for armourer duties 
were granted.

On December 7 Gutierrez-
Reed testifi ed to OSHA that 
Baldwin’s lack of knowledge and 
“poor form” in using a revolver 
may have led to the discharge 
that killed Hutchins.

Her lawyer Jason Bowles said 
Halls, her senior in the produc-
tion, was at fault for not calling 
Gutierrez-Reed back into the 
church to perform her armourer 
duties.

“We will fi ght these charges 
and expect that a jury will fi nd 
Hannah not guilty,” he said in a 
statement.

The defendants face a court 
arraignment, which can be done 
virtually, then a preliminary 
hearing where a judge will de-
cide whether there is probable 
cause to move forward with a 
trial. Preliminary hearings are 
typically scheduled within 60 
days of charges being fi led.

Astronomers document a not-so-super Milky Way supernova
By Will Dunham, Reuters
Washington

S
upernovas are not always so su-
per. These explosions that mark 
the death of a star often are spec-

tacularly energetic. But once in a while 
they are a complete dud.
Scientists yesterday detailed one of 
the duds — a massive star that had so 
much of its material siphoned off  by 
the gravitational tug of a companion 
star in a stellar marriage called a 
binary system that by the time it 
came to explode at the end of its 
life cycle it could barely manage a 
whimper.
Its eventual explosion was so tame, 
in fact, that the collapsed star — now 
an incredibly dense object called a 
neutron star — remains in a docile 
circular orbit with its companion. A 
more powerful explosion at the very 
least would have resulted in a more 
oval-shaped orbit and even could 
have sent the star and its companion 
hurtling in opposite directions.
This binary system, studied using a 
telescope at the Chile-based Cerro 

Tololo Inter-American Observatory, 
is located about 11,000 light years 
from Earth in our Milky Way galaxy 
in the direction of the constellation 
Puppis. A light year is the distance 
light travels in a year, 5.9tn miles 
(9.5tn km). The neutron star’s mass 
is about 1.4 times that of our sun, 

having previously been 12 times 
more massive than the sun. Its 
companion star boasts a mass 18 
to 19 times greater than the sun 
after cannibalising its mate. The two 
stars orbit around each other every 
59-1/2 days, separated by about 
eight-tenths of the distance existing 

between Earth and the sun.
The anemic stellar explosion that did 
occur was called an “ultra-stripped” 
supernova. These happen when a 
massive star collapses as it runs out 
of fuel in its core, but cannot manage 
a strong blast because a companion 
star has sucked off  much of its outer 
layers and removed material that 
otherwise would be violently ejected 
into space.
“Since there is little material in the 
stellar envelope, there is almost 
no ejecta from the shock of the 
collapse,” said Arizona-based 
astronomer Noel Richardson of 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, 
lead author of the study published in 
the journal Nature. Study co-author 
Clarissa Pavao, an Embry-Riddle 
undergraduate student studying 
physics, described the explosion as: 
“Faint, subtle and passive.”
“If there was more of an explosion, 
the orbit would not be circular,” 
Richardson said. “A normal supernova 
wouldn’t necessarily destroy the 
companion, but could disrupt the 
orbit a lot more. It could, for example, 
give a kick to the system that either 

makes the orbit much more elliptical 
or even sends the surviving star and 
the neutron star on fast trajectories 
in opposite directions with speeds 
that could even send them out of the 
galaxy.”
The type of binary system examined 
in this study is rare, with roughly 10 
estimated to exist in a Milky Way 
populated by about 100-400bn stars.
Unlike the lonely sun, perhaps 
half of our galaxy’s stars reside in 
binary systems. Scientists have 
pondered whether planets capable of 
harbouring life exist in such systems, 
as depicted, for example, with Star 
Wars character Luke Skywalker’s 
home planet Tatooine.
“We know of some systems that are 
binaries with planets, but these are 
harder to confirm, and all of these 
are for stars with masses like our 
sun,” Richardson said. “In the case of 
these massive stars, we have not yet 
detected planets around them. The 
stars weigh so much more and are 
more luminous than sun-like stars, 
making the planet detection more 
diff icult than around the smaller 
stars.”

An undated illustration shows the binary star system CPD-29 2176, located 
about 11,000 light years from Earth. (Reuters)

This file handout photo released April 25, 2022, courtesy of Santa Fe 
County Sheriff ’s Off ice and part of the investigative files, shows actor 
Alec Baldwin being processed after the death of cinematographer 
Halyna Hutchins at the Bonanza Creek Ranch in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico, on October 21, 2022. (AFP)

Ukraine raids tycoon’s 
home, tax offi  ce in 
wartime clampdown
Reuters
Kyiv

Ukrainian authorities 
raided an infl uential bil-
lionaire’s home yester-

day in what an ally of President 
Volodymyr Zelensky touted as 
a sweeping wartime clamp-
down on corruption that would 
change the country.

Separate raids were carried 
out at the Tax Offi  ce and on the 
home of an infl uential former 
interior minister, two days be-
fore Kyiv hosts a summit with 
the European Union at which 
it wants to show it is cracking 
down after years of chronic cor-
ruption.

Ukraine sees Friday’s sum-
mit as key to its hopes of one 
day joining the bloc, a goal that 
has grown more urgent follow-
ing Russia’s invasion, and has 

also embarked on a political 
shake-up in which over a dozen 
offi  cials quit or were sacked last 
week.

Security offi  cials searched 
the home of businessman Ihor 
Kolomoisky, one of Ukraine’s 
richest men and a one-time Ze-
lensky ally, in what several me-
dia outlets said was an inves-
tigation into possible fi nancial 
crimes.

Kolomoisky could not im-
mediately be reached for com-
ment. He has previously denied 
any wrongdoing.

The Security Service of 
Ukraine (SBU) later said it had 
uncovered a scheme to embez-
zle more than $1bn at oil pro-
ducer Ukrnafta and oil refi ning 
company Ukrtatnafta, compa-
nies that Kolomoiskiy used to 
partly own.

Photographs circulating on 
social media appeared to show 

Kolomoisky, dressed in a sweat-
suit, looking on in the presence 
of at least one SBU offi  cer inside 
a large wooden home. Reuters 
could not immediately verify 
the authenticity of the images.

In a statement that did not 
name Kolomoisky, the SBU 
published the same photo-
graphs, but with the person’s 
face blurred out.

David Arakhamia, a senior 
member of Zelensky’s Servant 
of the People party, confi rmed 
the search of Kolomoiskiy’s 
home as well as the separate 
raids conducted at the Tax Of-
fi ce and at the home of Arsen 
Avakov, a former interior min-
ister. Arakhamia said the entire 
management of the Customs 
Service was set to be dismissed 
and that high-ranking defence 
ministry offi  cials had been 
served with notices informing 
them they were suspects in a 

case. He gave no details.
“The country will change 

during the war. If someone is 
not ready for change, then the 
state itself will come and help 
them change,” Arakhamia wrote 
on the Telegram messaging app.

In a statement, the Prosecu-
tor General’s Offi  ce later said 
“corruption in a time of war is 
looting” and said four senior 
current and former offi  cials had 
been served “notices of sus-
picion”, along with the senior 
management of Ukrtatnafta.

The head of the State Bureau 
of Investigation said the law 
enforcement action was “only 
the beginning”.

Ukraine’s long-running bat-
tle against corruption has taken 
on vital signifi cance, as Russia’s 
invasion has made Kyiv heavily 
reliant on Western support and 
it needs to carry out reforms to 
join the 27-nation EU.

Germany needs to order new Leopard 
tanks quickly to replace those going to 
Ukraine, Defence Minister Boris Pistorius said 
yesterday, adding he did not care where the 
money came from. “For me, the crucial fact is 
that we have to order new tanks, not in a year, 
but swiftly, so that production can begin,” he 
told reporters on a visit to a tank battalion in 
the western town of Augustdorf, which has 
been chosen to supply 14 of its Leopard 2 
tanks to Kyiv. “Where will the money come 
from? Let me casually put it like this: Frankly, 
I don’t care. It is essential that we can provide 
them (the tanks) quickly,” Pistorius said.
The minister was responding to the question 

of whether he was pushing for an increase 
in a 100-billion-euro special fund set up for 
the modernisation of the military following 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in February 2022.
Pistorius said he had held his first talks with 
defence industry managers on Tuesday but 
declined to provide details.
“It was about figuring out who can do 
what — and what do both sides expect from 
each other,” he said, adding there was an 
agreement to meet regularly in future.
Pistorius aims to accelerate arms 
procurement and ramp up ammunitions 
supplies in the long term after almost a year 
of arms donations to Ukraine has depleted 

German military stocks.
Even before Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, 
Germany was €20bn short of reaching Nato’s 
target for ammunitions stockpiling.
Asked about calls to reintroduce 
conscription, which was suspended in 2011 
partly to save money, Pistorius said such a 
move would not plug short-term gaps in the 
Bundeswehr’s manpower.
“The suspension of conscription was a 
mistake but not one that we can correct 
swiftly. We have other challenges to master 
right now, which will cost a lot of money, 
time and energy — and tackling these is my 
priority.”

Germany ‘needs more Leopard tanks urgently’

A family speaks with Southwest associates at the Austin-Bergstrom International Airport in Austin, Texas. 
(AFP)

Airlines cancelled over 1,400 flights in the United 
States yesterday, after an ice storm hit states from 
Texas to West Virginia.
A total of 1,467 flights within, into or out of the 
United States were cancelled, while 527 flights 
were delayed as of 6.48am ET, according to flight-
tracking website FlightAware.
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) on 
Tuesday warned in a tweet that travellers could 
expect to see some snowy conditions in certain 
areas including Dallas, Fort Worth and Memphis, 
which could delay certain flights.
“The ongoing winter storm will continue to bring 
hazardous impacts to North and Central Texas 

through at least early today morning,” The US 
National Weather Service said in its Dallas-Fort 
Worth, Texas area forecast discussion.
Low-cost carrier Southwest Airlines Co led 
cancellations with 487 flights, while Fort Worth, 
Texas-based peer American Airlines Group Inc 
closely followed, cancelling nearly 480 flights.
Southwest and American did not immediately 
respond to Reuters’ requests for comment.
The latest cancellations come nearly a month 
after Southwest faced US government backlash 
for cancelling 16,700 flights over the holidays, 
as it grappled with bad weather and outdated 
technology.

1,467 US flights cancelled amid ice storm

Divisive Internet personality 
Andrew Tate will remain in police 
custody until February 27 after 
a Bucharest court rejected his 
appeal against his detention 
yesterday. Tate, his brother 
Tristan and two Romanian female 
suspects have been in police 
custody since December 29 
pending a criminal investigation 
into alleged human traff icking 
and rape and charges of forming 
a criminal gang to sexually exploit 
women. They have denied the 
accusations. Their detention 

was extended until the end of 
this month on January 20. On 
Wednesday a Bucharest court 
upheld the decision and rejected 
Tate’s appeal. Prosecutors can 
ask Romanian courts to extend 
the suspects’ detention for up to 
180 days.
Under Romanian legislation, 
prosecutors have filed charges 
against the four suspects, but the 
case is still under investigation 
and has not gone to trial. “You 
know I’m innocent,” Tate told 
reporters as he was taken inside 

the courtroom earlier in the day. 
Asked whether he was hoping to 
be released on Wednesday, he 
said, “There is not much justice in 
Romania.”
Prosecutors have said the Tate 
brothers recruited their alleged 
victims by seducing them 
and falsely claiming to want a 
relationship or marriage. The 
victims were then coerced to 
produce pornographic content 
for social media sites that 
generated large financial gain, 
prosecutors said.

Romanian court rejects Tate’s detention plea

The US Justice Department was 
searching President Joe Biden’s 
second home, a beach house in 
Rehoboth, Delaware, yesterday 
as part of its investigation into 
improper storage of classified 
materials from his time as vice-
president. Biden’s personal attorney, 
Bob Bauer, said in a statement 
that the search was planned and 
conducted with the president’s 
“full support and co-operation.” 
The search by FBI agents appears 
to represent an expansion of the 
probe into Biden’s handling of 
classified documents. Materials 
were earlier found at his home in 
Wilmington, Delaware, and an off ice 
he used during the time between 
his service as vice-president under 
Barack Obama and his presidential 
election. The issue has created a 
political headache for Biden, who is 
expected to announce a re-election 
campaign in the coming weeks or 
months. It has stripped him and 
fellow Democrats of a weapon 
against former president Donald 
Trump.

FBI searches 
Biden’s Delaware 
beach house 
for classifieds  
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Students learn about making the world 
a better place for people with autism

Raising awareness of 
autism and reducing 
the stigma around it in 

Qatar was the focus of a ses-
sion at Doha Learning Days, 
an initiative of World Inno-
vation Summit for Education 
(WISE), by Qatar Founda-
tion which got under way at 
Msheireb Downtown Doha, 
yesterday.

The session, titled My Dif-
ferent Friends, featured in-
teractive activities organised 
by three Qatari mothers who 
established the Autism Par-
ents Platform, and brought 
together students, educators 
and parents.

Students aged from 8-10 
learned about autism and the 
most important challenges 
the parents and children with 
autism face, with the aim of 
enhancing their awareness 
and recognising why it is im-
portant to accept each other’s 
differences.

During the session, a My 
Diff erent Friends activity 
booklet was distributed to the 
students, including interac-
tive graphics and data. Fatima 
al-Muraikhi, one of the moth-
ers who led the activities, ex-
plained through the drawings 
how diff erences exist in every-
one, from names and faces to 
ways of thinking.

“Diff erences are every-
where, even in the types of play 
that we prefer and the ways in 
which we express our feelings,” 
she said. “Diversity in us, and 
in all aspects of life, is what 
makes it more beautiful.”

The students drew their 

faces as an interactive activity 
that highlights the different 
ways in which people express 
themselves. They also intro-
duced the ways in which peo-
ple communicate with others 
and with the things around 
them, whether through col-
ours, hand signals, speech, or 
writing.

Aisha al-Amari, who was 
also among the mothers of 
children with autism lead-
ing the session, spoke about 
autism spectrum disorder, 
and the most important fea-
tures that distinguish chil-
dren with autism. “Children 
with autism have different 
ways of expression, and they 
learn how to live with this 

spectrum that accompanies 
them for life,” she said. “Pro-
viding support, assistance, 
and acceptance to them can 
contribute to improving their 
lives for the better.” 

During the session, the stu-
dents sent special messages to 
community members to make 
the world a better place for 
people with autism, such as 
“Be a friend, be kind, bullying 
is unacceptable.” 

The Autism Parents Plat-
form was established on In-
stagram two years ago, with 
the aim of providing services 
to families of children with 
autism. It organises aware-
ness workshops and events, 
and training sessions in shop-

ping malls and entertainment 
centres to enhance employee 
awareness on how to deal with 
children with disabilities. 

At the end of the session, 
the students wrote down ex-
pressions of support, love, 
and support for all children 
with autism, stressing that 
they would accept and defend 
them when they are being 
bullied, and that they would 
be their friends for life.

WISE Doha Learning Days 
2023 continues until Feb-
ruary 4 in partnership with 
Visa, with ExxonMobil as 
the event’s platinum part-
ner. Strategic partners are 
Msheireb Museums and Swiss 
Wealth Manager, Julius Baer.

2022 WISE Awards winners honoured

Mothers of children with autism led the workshop.

WISE launches Doha 
Learning Days Festival
By Joseph Varghese
Staff  Reporter

The World Innovation 
Summit for Education 
(WISE) launched Doha 

Learning Days (DLD) Festival 
yesterday and honoured the 
winners of 2022 WISE Awards 
at a special ceremony in the 
presence of HE the Minister of 
Education and Higher Educa-
tion Buthaina bint Ali al-Jabr al-
Nuaimi at Msheireb Museums.

While innovation in educa-
tion marked the opening of the 
festival, it was also an occasion 
to highlight the winning projects 
of the WISE awardees. WISE, 
Qatar Foundation’s (QF) global 
education initiative, selected the 
winners from among projects 
worldwide for their innovative 
approaches to pressing educa-
tion issues and positive impact 
on their communities. 

Minister al-Nuaimi, addressing 
the gathering at the opening cer-
emony, congratulated the award 
winners for their innovative and 
inspiring projects in addressing a 
number of global education chal-
lenges socially, environmentally, 
and economically. 

“Such activities and projects 
urge educators to awaken moti-
vation and refl ect on education 
as a value and impact to believe 
in the capabilities of young peo-
ple, and the role of education in 
refi ning and investing these ca-
pabilities,” she said.

“It always leads us to pose 
exciting challenges and inspir-
ing competitions in which we 
target young people, not only to 

win awards and incentives, but 
for higher goals represented in 
employing science and knowl-
edge to improve the quality of 
our lives, and the lives of others 
around us.”

The minister also disclosed 
that Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education, in co-opera-
tion with the Doha International 
Family Institute at QF and a 
group of partners in the commu-

nity, has launched a programme 
called ‘Tansheaa’ targeting 
young people by preparing and 
strengthening the aspects that 
direct their energies which will 
benefi t them and their commu-
nities.

Stavros N Yiannouka, WISE 
CEO who gave away the awards, 
highlighted the partnership with 
the Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education and with lo-

2022 WISE Awards winners with HE the Minister of Education and Higher Education Buthaina bint Ali 
al-Jabr al-Nuaimi and WISE CEO Stavros N Yiannouka. PICTURES: Thajudheen

Dignitaries applaud the 2022 WISE Awards Winners.

cal partners in making the WISE 
events highly impactful and in-
novative. He also announced 
that the 11th edition of the global 
biennial WISE summit – one of 
the largest and most infl uential 
education gatherings – will take 
place from November 28-29, 
bringing an international net-
work of educators and innovators 
to Doha to collaboratively share 
ideas and creative solutions to 
pressing challenges.

The ceremony, hosted by 
Ahmed al-Mansoor, an educa-
tor at Qatar Academy for Science 
and Technology, one of QF’s Pre-
University Education schools, 
turned the spotlight on global 
education challenges and the 
role of WISE in recognising and 
encouraging innovation to fi nd 
new ideas and solutions. 

In an outdoor setting at 
Msheireb Museums, fostering a 
vibrant learning ecosystem is a 
goal of WISE-DLD Festival. The 
event will showcase local ini-
tiatives and encourage the com-
munity to take part in over 50 
hands-on experiential learning 
activities with a strong youth 
empowerment focus. The fes-
tival welcomes the public until 
February 4. 

The six WISE Awards winners 
are from Mexico, Qatar, Kenya, 
India and the US, and the cer-
emony celebrated the projects 
as models of excellence that in-
spire innovative, creative action 
to support equity, access and 
quality education. Qatar-based 
teachers and practitioners can 
gain more insights from the six 
winners by registering for the 

exclusive WISE Awards Master-
class Series on Saturday.

Zubair Junjunia, CEO and 
founder of ZNotes delivered a 
keynote address at the opening 
ceremony highlighting the im-
portance of providing fair and 
equal access to education. He 
touched on his experience in set-
ting up the online community-led 
learning platform, ZNotes, when 
he was 16 years old with its mis-
sion to enable high-quality edu-
cation for all through student-
built content and peer learning. 

Junjunia is among the 20+ 
content partners collaborating 
with WISE DLD to curate an ex-
citing programme of workshops, 
master classes, and informal ac-
tivities focusing on career devel-
opment, fi nancial literacy, tech 
skills, well-being, and the arts.

Youth attend interactive workshop 
at Doha Learning Days festival

Teaching young students 
how to work collabora-
tively to address busi-

ness challenges and identify 
opportunities to solve existing 
challenges was the focus of a 
half-day workshop yesterday, 
as part of Doha Learning Days, 
an initiative by Qatar Founda-
tion’s (QF) World Innovation 
Summit for Education.

Attended by over 26 stu-
dents from the SEK Interna-
tional School of Qatar, the in-
teractive workshop was led by 
Noura al-Jurdi, manager, En-
trepreneurship Programmes at 
Injaz Qatar. She started off  with 
an introduction to the basics of 
entrepreneurship, and high-
lighted that an entrepreneur-
ship perspective is valuable for 
each and everyone, regardless 
of their profession. 

In the fi rst half of the ex-
ercise, students were asked 
to look around the room they 
were in and spot an innovation, 
following which, they were 
asked to look around to spot 

a problem and then propose a 
solution for it. The students’ 
proposed ideas all the way from 
an app that can help people 
dress up, to portable laptop 
chargers, to having an app that 
could help track and feed stray 
cats. 

They were then introduced 
to the fi ve main components 
of a business idea – and one of 
the main elements of success-
ful entrepreneurship is having 
a good business plan and what 
this means. They also learned 
the importance of working as a 
team and spent some time dis-
cussing the question of “what 
is more important – the idea 
or the team behind it,” to which 
many responded that in most 
case, the idea is only as good as 
the team behind it.  

Yazan Leo Soboh, a partici-
pant, said: “The workshop kept 
us engaged the whole time. 
Also, in addition to improv-
ing our knowledge about en-
trepreneurship, it tested us on 
other skills like public speak-

ing – something that’s of huge 
importance for those of us that 
plan on being entrepreneurs in 
the future.”

In the last hour, as part of 
their assessment, the stu-
dents were asked to think of 
a profitable business solution 
that fills a gap in the market 
while having a positive impact 
on the environment. Divided 
in five groups the students 
came up with a range of in-
novative ideas including re-
cycling pencils, a smart trash 
can, using abandoned build-
ings to house vertical farms, 
recycling toys and creating 
an advanced environmental 
awareness programme that 
targets adults. 

The winning proposal was 
called Retoy – it was built 
around the idea that existing 
toys sitting unused and for-
gotten in homes can either be 
recycled to create new ones or 
those that are in good condition 
can be resold or even rented, all 
through a digital platform.

Youth participated in a masterclass at the Doha Learning Days festival.

Katara Int’l Horse Festival off  to spectacular start
From Page 1

KIAHF 2023 has been organ-
ised by Katara in co-operation 
with Qatar Equestrian Federa-
tion (QEF) and Qatar Racing and 
Equestrian Club (QREC). The 
opening day of the event wit-
nessed the Katara International 
Arabian Peninsula Horse Show 
in diff erent categories. The show 
will take place until February 4. 

KIAHF also includes the Ara-
bian Horse Auction (February 6), 
and the prestigious Title Show 
(February 8-11).

Speaking at the inauguration, 
Prof al-Sulaiti said: “The Ka-
tara International Arabian Horse 
Festival has become a milestone 
and a distinctive part of the pro-
gramme of Katara festivals and 
activities throughout the year. 
KIAHF is presented in a more 
distinctive way, befi tting the 
ancient history of Qatar and en-

riching the authentic heritage of 
Qatari equestrian sport.

“Since the launch of the Ka-
tara International Arabian Horse 
Festival, we have set clear goals 
that we have strived to achieve. 
In addition to preserving our 
authentic heritage, there have 
been eff orts to make this festival 
among the most famous interna-
tional horse show festivals.”

He stressed that KIAHF has 
the participation of the world’s 
best purebred Arabian horses 
judged according to the highest 
standards of arbitration. KIAHF 
also makes Qatar a global cen-
tre for the auction of the most 
authentic and highest quality 
Arabian horses. He added that 
Katara was keen to enhance the 
cultural dimension of the festi-
val through various cultural ac-
tivities.

Prof al-Sulaiti also thanked 
all the sponsors of the festi-

val. Bader Mohamed al-Dar-
wish, president of QEF, acting 
CEO of QREC and KIAHF Title 
Show manager, praised the co-
operation and partnership be-
tween Katara, QREC, QEF and 
Al Shaqab, a member of Qatar 
Foundation, and the great eff orts 
of Prof al-Sulaiti in making KI-
AHF one of the best equestrian 
events in the world.

Al-Darwish said the opening 
day’s competitions emphasised 
the strength of the competition 
across all categories. 

He also hoped that Qatar’s 
successes in hosting the world 
championships for horses would 
continue, especially as Katara 
will host the 2023 and 2025 
editions of the World Champi-
onships for Purebred Arabian 
Horses, to be held for the fi rst 
time outside Paris in 40 years.

KIAHF 2023 carries a total 
prize money of QR17,083,500 

and has the participation of 18 
countries, including those from 
the Arab region, Europe and the 
US.

The International Arabian Pe-
ninsula Horse Show has a total 
prize of QR3,093,500 as well as 
in-kind prizes for various cat-
egories.

KIAHF 2023 presents more 
than 30 events and activities at 
the festival site on the Katara 
Corniche.

The exhibition, ‘Symphony 
of Authenticity’ by artist Ali al-
Mimar has opened and will con-
tinue until the end of the festival 
in Building 47. The exhibition in-
cludes 17 paintings about horses.

The festival also features a 
number of art exhibitions that 
will be opened in the coming 
days of the festival, including the 
‘Interactive Mirrors’ exhibition, 
which is the fi rst-of-its-kind at 
Katara and Qatar; the exhibition 

of Peter Upton’s paintings, and 
the ‘Brazilian Sculptures’ exhi-
bition by Roberto Clazzini – Al-
Karimah, and the ‘Collectibles’ 
exhibition of Sheikh Faisal Bin 
Qassim Al Thani Museum and 
Qatar National Library.

The popular KIAHF Saddle 
Drawing Competition has the 
participation of 30 artists from 
within and outside Qatar. The 
winner will get QR30,000 as 
the top prize, while the second 
prize is QR20,000 and the third 
(QR10,000).

The ‘Best Picture’ Competi-
tion on Arabian purebred horses 
has a top prize of QR12,000 and 
other prizes. The competition 
is open to all Qatar citizens and 
residents. 

The competition will be held 
on the Auction day on February 
6. Those interested can find the 
details of participation from 
the festival website at kiahf.qa

The results of the poetry 
competition – ‘Poet of the Safi-
nat’ – dedicated to Nabati po-

etry, held in December will be 
announced on the sidelines of 
the festival. 

KIAHF 2023 Day 1 results

Yearling Fillies Section A (Class 1A)
1. Zaina Al Wajba (Al Wajba Stud): 91.44 points (won by type).
2. Sabah Al Nasser (Al Nasser Stud; owned by Sheikh Nawaf bin 

Nasser al-Thani): 91.44 points.
3. Namaria El Aliya (Al Alya Stud; owned by Sheikh Meeshal bin 

Eissa al-Thani): 91.25 points.

Yearling Fillies Section A (Class 1B)
1. Lateen Al Danat (Al Danat Stud): 91.94 points.
2. D E’Nayah (Dubai Arabian Horse Stud): 91.63 points.
3. Hala Al Hilaliya (owned by Barrak Yaqoub al-Hajeri): 91.38 

points.

Fillies 2 Years Old Section A (Class 2A)
1. D A’Beer (Dubai Arabian Horse Stud): 92.44 points.
2. Leena Al Nasser (Al Nasser Stud): 92.19 points.
3. AK Dana (owned by Abdulla Khalifa J A al-Kuwari): 91.69 

points.

Thursday schedule
3.30pm-5.10pm - Yearling Colts (Class 3).
5.30pm-6.25pm - Colts 2 Years Old (Class 4).
6.30pm-8.35pm - Fillies 3 Years Old (Class 5).
8.40pm-9.15pm - Colts 3 Years Old (Class 6).
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