
China leads in pirated
products: US report

Russia claims capture
of Ukrainian village

2.8mn protest against
Macron pension plan

Pakistan mosque blast
toll climbs to 100

Biden backs Hudson 
River tunnel project

China leads the world in counterfeit 
and pirated products, the off ice of 
US Trade Representative (USTR) 
Katherine Tai said in a report 
yesterday which identified WeChat, 
China’s most popular chat app, as 
“one of the largest platforms for 
counterfeit goods”. “Counterfeit and 
pirated goods from China, together 
with transshipped goods from 
China to Hong Kong, accounted for 
75% of the value of counterfeit and 
pirated goods seized by US Customs 
and Border Protection in 2021,” the 
US government’s latest report on 
“notorious markets” added.

Russia claimed yesterday to have 
captured a village just to the north 
of Bakhmut, a city it is trying to 
surround in a major push for what 
would be its biggest battlefield prize 
in Ukraine since last summer. There 
was no immediate response from 
Kyiv to Moscow’s claim. Russian 
forces have made clear advances 
in the area in recent weeks, notably 
capturing the salt-mining town of 
Soledar to Bakhmut’s north. Were 
it to force Ukraine to withdraw 
from the city that once held 75,000 
people, it would be Moscow’s first 
major gain since it took the similarly-
sized cities of Sievierodonetsk and 
Lysychansk in July.

Some 2.8mn people protested 
yesterday nationwide in France 
during a day of rallies and strikes 
against pension reform backed 
by French President Emmanuel 
Macron, the leading CGT union said. 
Opinion polls show a substantial 
majority of the French oppose 
increasing the retirement age to 64 
from 62, a move which Macron says 
is “vital” to ensuring the viability 
of the pension system. Marching 
behind banners reading “No to 
the reform” or “We won’t give up,” 
many said they would take to the 
streets as often as needed for the 
government to back down. Page 11

A suicide blast at a mosque inside 
a Pakistan police headquarters was 
a targeted revenge attack, a police 
chief said yesterday, as rescue 
eff orts ended with the death toll 
standing at 100. Between 300 and 
400 policemen had gathered for 
afternoon prayers at the compound’s 
mosque on Monday in Peshawar 
when an entire wall and most of 
the roof were blown out. A senior 
off icial said that a suicide bomber 
had entered the mosque as a guest, 
carrying 10-12kg of “explosive 
material in bits and pieces”. Interior 
minister Rana Sanaullah said the 
dead included 97 police off icers and 
three civilians, with 27 patients still in 
critical condition. Page 11

President Joe Biden travelled to 
New York City yesterday to tout 
nearly $300mn in new spending 
for a critical underwater tunnel 
that connects Manhattan and New 
Jersey, an effort that has been 
mired for more than a decade in 
partisan bickering and ballooning 
budgets. “While others tried to 
shut this down, I made clear this 
is a national priority,” Biden told a 
group of lawmakers and supporters 
gathered at a rail yard at the 
Hudson River tunnel, the nation’s 
busiest rail corridor. “Wall Street 
is important but it didn’t build this 
country. The middle class built this 
country and union built the middle 
class,” Biden said. Page 7

Season opener of 
Beach Pro Tour 
from today at Aspire
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Qatar, Japan vow
to strengthen ties

QNA
Tokyo

The government of Qatar and the government 
of Japan held yesterday the second strategic 
dialogue session at the headquarters of the 

Ministry of Foreign Aff airs in Tokyo.
HE the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 

Foreign Aff airs of Qatar Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdul-
rahman al-Thani and Japanese Minister of Foreign 
Aff airs Hayashi Yoshimasa chaired their respective 
sides.

During the session, they discussed expanding joint 
investments in the energy fi eld, enhancing cultural 
relations, co-operation, and exchanging experiences 
in cybersecurity, in addition to enhancing co-opera-
tion in the defence fi eld, exchanging expertise in the 
technological fi eld, promoting private investments, 
and exchanging businesspersons’ visits.

Also, the two parties agreed to exchange notes on 
exempting Qatari citizens from entry visas by intro-
ducing the pre-registration system for Qatari travel-
lers to Japan.

They expressed concern about the consequences 
of the recent Israeli violations in the Palestinian ter-
ritories, their agreement to support the resolutions 
of international legitimacy on the Palestinian issue, 
the need to end the Russian-Ukrainian crisis through 
dialogue and diplomatic means, and the importance 
of continuing humanitarian support to Afghanistan.

During the session, HE Sheikh Mohamed ex-
pressed Qatar’s thanks to Japan for its eff orts in 
hosting the second strategic dialogue, stressing the 
importance of strategic dialogues and their eff ec-
tive role in strengthening relations between the two 
countries.

For his part, the Japanese foreign minister ex-
pressed his country’s congratulations to Qatar for its 

success in hosting the 2022 FIFA World Cup Qatar, 
thanking the popular and offi  cial welcome and the 
facilities provided to the Japanese fans.

Yoshimasa praised the distinguished relations be-
tween Qatar and Japan, expressing his country’s as-
piration to strengthen them, especially in the energy 
and trade fi elds. Also, he noted Qatar’s reliability and 
importance as an energy source to Japan and global 
markets. (QNA) Page 2

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida met HE the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Aff airs  Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman al-Thani in Tokyo yesterday.

Second strategic dialogue held in Tokyo Expanding joint investments 
in the energy field, enhancing co-operation in the defence sector and 
exempting Qatari citizens from entry visas among topics discussed

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida met 
yesterday with HE the Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Abdulrahman al-Thani on the sidelines of 
the second strategic dialogue between both 
countries in Tokyo.
Both sides discussed ways to enhance bilateral 
relations in all fields and the importance of 
continuing dialogue and co-ordination to foster 
joint interests.
HE Sheikh Mohamed hailed the solid relations 
between the two countries, expressing that 
Qatar is looking forward to the Japanese Prime 
Minister’s visit to Doha.
He welcomed boosting the economic co-
operation and encouraging mutual investments, 
most notably in the energy sector, as well as 
encouraging joint investment in the renewable 
energy field.
The Japanese prime minister expressed his 
country’s appreciation for the Qatari eff orts for 
mediation and dispute resolution in a way that 
contributes to solidifying international peace 
and security. (QNA) Page 2

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken shuttled from 
Israel to the Palestinians’ West Bank yesterday, 
appealing for an end to resurgent violence and 
reaff irming Washington’s backing for a two-state 
solution to the decades-long conflict.
“That’s the only way that we can create conditions in 
which people’s sense of security will start to improve,” 
he told a news conference in Jerusalem.
He took that message into a meeting with Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas in Ramallah, warning all 
parties against any action that could threaten a two-
state solution, with an independent Palestinian state 
alongside Israel. Page 6

In West Bank, Blinken presses for two-state solution

HIA handles record 35.7mn passengers last year
Hamad International Airport 

(HIA) witnessed a signifi cant 
increase in passenger traffi  c 

in 2022, with a 101.9% year-on-year 
surge, making this a ‘milestone’ year as 
the airport welcomed 35,734,243 pas-
sengers, it was announced yesterday. 

The airport also saw an increase in 
overall aircraft movements of 217,875, 
a 28.2% growth compared to 2021, and 
concluded 2022 with 44 airline part-
ners operating to and from HIA, which 
currently serves over 170 destinations 
around the world.

In 2022, HIA retained its title as 
the ‘Best Airport in the World’ for the 
second consecutive year and launched 
phase A of its expansion project. As 
part of the MATAR, the Qatar Com-
pany for Airports Operation and Man-
agement – Airport Operations Plan, 
HIA and Doha International Airport 
(DIA) further enhanced its airport op-
erations during the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 and introduced customer-
centric activities and operations in 

order to deliver a safe, seamless and 
memorable experience.

Refl ecting on 2022, HIA chief oper-
ating offi  cer Badr Mohamed al-Meer 
said: “The year 2022 will remain a sig-
nifi cant and memorable year as Hamad 
International Airport maintained op-
erational excellence as our passenger 
and aircraft movements increased. 

This is attributed to our forward-
thinking and preparedness for the ex-
pected increase in passenger numbers, 
investing in our people to deliver the 
best customer experience to our pas-
sengers”.

“For the year 2023, phase B of our 
expansion plan started in January, 
as a part of our strategy to further 

increase our airline and commercial 
partners and introduce bespoke retail 
and F&B offering for passengers”, he 
added.

During the World Cup, both airports 
implemented a robust airport opera-
tions plan, which proved its eff ective-
ness throughout the tournament. 
The plan included a dedicated Event 
Management Centre operated 24x7 by 
experienced staff  on-ground, co-ordi-
nation with all stakeholders to ensure 
smooth connectivity from and to the 
airport, the city and the stadiums and 
training and development.

DIA played an instrumental part 
in MATAR’s airport operations plan, 
welcoming some 13 scheduled airline 
operators to its premises, to help ease 
air traffi  c during the World Cup. Both 
airports also welcomed six new stra-
tegic airline partners attributed to the 
mega event.

As part of its operational prepara-
tions to welcome millions of visitors, 
MATAR also introduced a Passenger 

Overfl ow Area at both HIA and DIA, 
off ering fans an extended memorable 
experience and seamless connectivity 
throughout both airports. 

Passengers arriving and depart-
ing from HIA got to experience FIFA-
themed events comprised of match day 
performances which included over 30 
parades. The airport also introduced 
a mosaic photo wall, several fan zones 
and viewing zones as well as dedicated 
kids’ zones, in addition activities like 
augmented reality virtual football with 
interactive La’eeb Mascot, a dedicated 
“try your teams’ jersey” booth for 
football fans to take photos with their 
favourite team jersey and more.  

In 2022, HIA was recognised as the 
“Best Airport in the World 2022” for 
the second year in a row by the pres-
tigious Skytrax Airport Awards. The 
airport’s excellent service and com-
mitment to ensuring a memorable ex-
perience also helped receive the “Best 
Airport in the Middle East” for a sixth 
time in a row.

HIA chief operating off icer Badr 
Mohamed al-Meer Hamad International Airport in Doha. 

More pedestrian bridges 
to be completed this year
By Shafeeq Alingal
Staff  Reporter

In order to enhance traffi  c safety and en-
sure smooth pedestrian movement, the 
Public Works Authority (Ashghal) is 

working on several bridges across key roads.
“Work is underway in co-operation with 

the Ministry of Interior and the Ministry of 
Transport (MoT),” engineer Ahmed al-Mah-
meed, director of Pedestrian Bridges Projects 
at Ashghal, told Qatar TV.

The under-construction bridges will serve 
pedestrians at Al Furousiya Street, Khalifa 
Street, C-Ring Road, 22 February Street, Al 
Istiqlal Street, Al Wukair Street and Onaiza 
Street. 

“There are a number of pedestrian bridges 
within the third phase that will be imple-
mented during the current year or the begin-
ning of next year,” he said.

Al-Mahmeed noted that these bridges aim 
to enhance traffi  c safety and facilitate smooth 
movement of pedestrians. Also, they provide 
pedestrians with easy access to housing and 
commercial facilities while also catering to 
cyclists, and those with special needs in terms 
of providing special lanes and elevators. 

Local products such as iron, steel, glass, 

and other materials are used for the pedes-
trian bridges, which are designed with the 
highest standards of quality and safety and in 
accordance with national and international 
standards. Aesthetic touches are added and 
their design, inspired by Qatari heritage. 

Ashghal earlier announced that work is 
underway to construct additional pedestrian 
bridges in other areas such as Industrial Area, 
Al Markhiya, Al Sadd, Al Shamal Road (Du-
hail), Al Muntazah Street and others.

MoT is working on updating the compre-
hensive plan for pedestrian crossings in Qa-
tar. The plan is upgraded with the aim of im-
proving pedestrian safety.

Engineer Ahmad al-Mahmeed

Mahmud Abbas (Right) meets Blinken in Ramallah 
in the occupied West Bank, yesterday.

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida met

 Japanese PM meets FM
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Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida met in Tokyo yesterday with HE the Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman al-Thani during his current visit to 
Japan, on the sidelines of the second strategic dialogue between the two countries. (QNA)

The governments of Qatar and Japan yesterday held the second strategic dialogue session at the 
headquarters of the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs in Tokyo. HE the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman al-Thani chaired the Qatari side during the 
session, while Foreign Minister Hayashi Yoshimasa headed the Japanese side. During the session, 
they discussed expanding joint investments in the energy field, enhancing cultural relations, co-
operation, and exchanging experiences in cybersecurity, in addition to enhancing co-operation in 
the defence field, exchanging expertise in the technological field, promoting private investments, 
and exchanging businesspersons visits in the two countries. Also, the two parties agreed to 
exchange notes on exempting Qatari citizens from entry visas by introducing the pre-registration 
system for Qatari travellers to Japan. (QNA)

Japanese PM meets FM

Qatar, Japan hold second strategic dialogue

HE the Minister of Municipality Dr Abdullah bin 
Abdulaziz bin Turki al-Subaie met on Monday with 
Director-General of the Islamic Organisation for Food 
Security (IOFS), Dr Yerlan Baidaulet, who congratulated 
him on Qatar’s presidency of the IOFS Executive 
Council for the next three years. During the meeting, 
Dr Baidaulet expressed his confidence that Qatar 
will play a distinguished role during its presidency 
of the council, wishing the organisation prosperity 
during this period. He briefed HE the minister on 
the IOFS programmes and activities and the future 
strategy to enhance joint action among Islamic 
countries to support the food security system. HE Dr 
al-Subaie appreciated the organisation’s work and 
eff orts, pointing to the importance of joint action to 
enhance food security and sustainability. During the 
fifth meeting of its General Assembly on October 11 in 
Tunis, IOFS announced that Qatar won the presidency 
of the IOFS Executive Council for three years in line 
with the country’s outstanding eff orts in supporting 
and strengthening the food security system in Islamic 
countries. (QNA)

Civic minister meets IOFS director-general

HE the Minister of Municipality Dr Abdullah bin Abdulaziz bin 
Turki al-Subaie met yesterday with visiting Kuwaiti Minister of 
Public Works and Minister of Electricity, Water and Renewable 
Energy Dr Amani Suleman Bugamaz and her accompanying 
delegation. During the meeting, both sides discussed bilateral 
relations in public works, infrastructure, roads and urban 
planning. They discussed the activation of the memorandum 
of understanding between both countries to boost the 
implementation, construction and maintenance of roads and 
the exchange of information, expertise and field research in 
this regard, as well as reviewing ways to enhance co-operation 
in areas of mutual interest. HE Dr al-Subaie highlighted the 
comprehensive urban renaissance that Qatar is witnessing, 
represented in buildings, roads, bridges and logistics services, 
to achieve the Qatar National Vision 2030. (QNA)

HE the Minister of Transport Jassim Seif Ahmed al-Sulaiti met 
with Kuwaiti Minister of Public Works and Minister of Electricity, 
Water and Renewable Energy Dr Amani Suleman Abdulwahab 
Bugamaz. The two ministers reviewed the bilateral relations in 
the areas of transport and the infrastructure associated to it, 
and ways to further develop them. The meeting was attended 
by Kuwaiti ambassador to Qatar Khaled Badr al-Mutairi. (QNA)

Al-Subaie meets 
Kuwaiti minister

Al-Sulaiti meets 
Kuwaiti minister

Symposium looks at 
role of carbon credits 
in cutting emissions
QNA
Doha 

The Ministry of Envi-
ronment and Climate 
Change (MoECC) 

held yesterday a symposium 
entitled ‘Carbon Credits’, in 
co-operation with the Japa-
nese Ministry of Economy, 
Trade and Industry. At-
tended by HE the Minister 
of Environment and Climate 
Change Sheikh Dr Faleh bin 
Nasser bin Ahmed bin Ali 
al-Thani, the symposium 
discussed the role of carbon 
credits in achieving the goals 
of reducing emissions.

Offi  cials from both sides 
discussed initiatives to miti-
gate the climate change ef-
fects through international 
co-operation, as one of the 
mechanisms under the um-
brella of the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate 
Change, and other issues 
related to Article No 6 of 
the Paris Climate Agree-
ment, which are concerned 
with co-operative ways to 
deal with emissions. The 
symposium provided an op-
portunity to learn about the 
Japanese experience and its 
mechanisms regarding car-
bon credits, and to exchange 
views on them.

It is also a new episode in 
the series of strengthening 
the partnership and rela-
tionship between Qatar and 
Japan in the areas of cli-
mate change, and building 
national capacities in this 
fi eld, in a way that serves 
the achievement of Qatar’s 
national strategy for envi-
ronment and climate change 
2030. Acting Director of the 
Climate Change Department 
Saad Abdullah al-Hitmi said 
Qatar’s national plan for cli-
mate change aims to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions 
by 25% by the country’s 
many initiatives being cur-
rently implemented such as 

fostering energy effi  ciency, 
operating renewable en-
ergy plants, and introducing 
carbon capture and storage 
technologies.

To achieve this plan, al-
Hitmi said, Qatar seeks to 
use carbon credits through 
international co-operation, 
including the exchange of 
knowledge and technology 
transfer. Among the objec-
tives of the symposium are 
raising awareness about 
the use of carbon credits to 
achieve a carbon-free society, 
and exchanging knowledge 
about carbon credits, the lat-
est carbon removal technolo-
gies and joint carbon credits 
case studies, he added.

Al-Hitmi suggested that 
Article 6 of the Paris Agree-
ment would enhance carbon 
transactions among govern-
ments, especially with the 
article allowing countries 
to exchange carbon cred-
its through bilateral agree-
ments to reduce emissions 
abroad and enabling enti-
ties other than governments 
to do the same in voluntary 
carbon markets. Al-Hitmi 
said that carbon off sets are 
fi nancial tools issued by 
project developers to avoid 
or remove greenhouse gas 

emissions from the atmos-
phere, while voluntary car-
bon credits allow emitters to 
compensate for their inevi-
table emissions by purchas-
ing carbon credits issued by 
projects aimed at removing 
or reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions.

The FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 was the fi rst car-
bon-neutral tournament in 
the FIFA history, he noted. 
For his part, Senior Nego-
tiator for Climate Change, 
Global Environmental Af-
fairs Offi  ce, Norihiro Kimura 
stressed the importance of 
this workshop, and its ob-
jectives that promote a bet-
ter understanding of the lat-
est developments in the fi eld 

of carbon credit, in addition 
to exchanging good practic-
es to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions.

The projects that provide 
advanced carbon removal 
technologies through the 
joint credit mechanism will 
lead to strengthening bilat-
eral co-operation between 
Qatar and Japan in this fi eld, 
al-Hitmi added. This sym-
posium was preset through 
great eff orts and co-opera-
tion between the ministries 
of Qatar and Japan, and the 
Mitsubishi Research Insti-
tute, which supports the 
Japanese ministry in devel-
oping technological co-op-
eration projects in partner 
countries.

The symposium was attended by HE the Minister of Environment and Climate Change 
Sheikh Dr Faleh bin Nasser bin Ahmed bin Ali al-Thani among other Japanese and Qatari 
dignitaries. 

Qatari Forum for Authors launches ‘Tale’ event with focus on children’s literature

The Qatari Forum for Authors launched on Monday the 

‘Tale’ event as part of the forum’s 2023 strategy.

Led by the forum’s director Dr Aisha Jassim al-Kuwari, 

the event sheds light on the achievements of a host of 

Qatari writers and cultural figures whose contributions 

crossed the cultural field.

Speaking at the event, children’s literature author Asmaa 

al-Kuwari ascribed her passion for children’s literature to 

the recognition of the need of the Qatari and Arab chil-

dren for books that suit their environment and culture.

With a career in education and psychology, she said that 

her various publications tried to focus on the anecdotal 

story because of its close association with the child 

since his birth, and the great impact on their life.

Anecdotes also play a major role in instilling values, 

principles, correction and psychological construction, 

al-Kuwari said, citing the multiple stories in the Holy 

Qur’an.

Stressing the children’s literature’s several intellectual 

and psychological dimensions, she unveiled her ap-

proaches to setting up a children’s literature publishing 

house. (QNA)
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Counter-terrorism 
panel official underlines
Qatar’s keenness to 
enhance global security
HE the Vice-Chairman of the 

National Counter-Terrorism 
Committee Major General 

Nasser Saeed al-Hajri has affi  rmed 
Qatar’s keenness on enhancing global 
security, stability and countering ter-
rorism, through multilateral regional 
and bilateral co-operation, as well as 
taking all necessary measures to com-
bat terrorism and to dry up the sources 
of extremism.

This came during his participation 
in the parliamentary policy dialogue 
on border security in the context of 
counter-terrorism, held in Doha yes-
terday, and organised by the UN Offi  ce 
of Counter-Terrorism (UNOCT) and 
the Doha-based UNOCT Programme 
Offi  ce on Parliamentary Engagement 
in Preventing and Countering Terror-
ism, in co-operation with the Shura 
Council.

The dialogue sought to better un-
derstand the international legal frame-
work on border security in this fi eld, 
to assess key national policies, to con-
sider ongoing good practices and to 
discuss the role of parliamentary as-
semblies and national parliaments in 
this regard.

Maj Gen al-Hajri said during his 
speech that the National Counter-Ter-
rorism Committee is proud of its ef-
fective strategic partnership with UN-
OCT, which facilitates and strengthens 
its work of setting counter-terrorism 
policies under the UN umbrella, point-
ing out that Qataris are one of the big-
gest supporters of the UN counter-ter-
rorism offi  ces.

Stemming from Qatar’s belief in the 
importance of partnership with the in-
ternational community in reducing the 
danger of terrorism, these eff orts have 

contributed to the strengthening of in-
ternational partnership opportunities 
to combat terrorism, he added.

He added that since its opening in 
2020, the UNOCT Programme Offi  ce 
on Parliamentary Engagement in Pre-
venting and Countering Terrorism has 
succeeded in creating a global platform 
that brings together academic and 
parliamentary experts together with 
security offi  cials and policymakers 
to enhance security and stability. He 
stressed Qatar’s aspiration to continue 
co-operation in implementing the of-
fi ce’s objectives through programmes 
and conferences dedicated to support-
ing relevant national bodies.

Maj Gen al-Hajri indicated that, in 
implementation of Security Council 

resolutions 2178 (2014), 2396 (2017) 
and 2482 (2019), Qatar established 
the national targeting offi  ce in 2017, 
through eff ective co-operation among 
all local and international bodies, pro-
viding the necessary training to its em-
ployees. He pointed to Qatar’s support 
for the UNOCT’s goTravel programme, 
due to its importance in helping strug-
gling member states develop their 
technical and human capabilities.

He added that Qatar has also re-
ceived more than 12 delegations from 
various countries and continents, in 
the spirit of exchanging expertise and 
experiences with those willing to learn 
about Qatar’s experience and to benefi t 
from it. Maj Gen al-Hajri said that as 
this is an era of speed, with ever-ad-
vancing technologies, it is necessary 
to unite interstate eff orts and intensify 

co-operation via data and informa-
tion exchange in relation to border 
protection, especially in view of the 
return and movement of foreign fi ght-
ers and their constant search for new 
confl ict areas or safe havens. This is in 
addition to the movement of suspects 
having ties to terrorist organisations, 
and those affi  liated with organised 
crime.

He concluded his speech by invok-
ing Qatar’s 2022 National Day slogan, 
“Our Unity Source of Our Strength”, 
which is a quote from a speech by His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al-Thani, and which has had a 
great impact on Qatar’s concerted ef-
forts towards the success of the largest 
sporting event in the world, the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022. He hoped that 
all member states’ eff orts will be put 
together to secure borders and combat 
terrorism. (QNA)

HE the Speaker of the Shura Council Hassan bin 
Abdullah al-Ghanem met separately with President 
of the Senate of Zimbabwe and President of African 
Parliamentary Union Mabel Memory Chinomona, 
President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Mediterranean Pedro Roque and Executive Secretary 
of the Interparliamentary Committee of the G5 Sahel 
Tankoano Norbert.
The meetings came on the sidelines of the work of 
the Third Counter-Terrorism Co-ordination Meeting 
for Parliamentary Policy Dialogue on border security 
and cross-border co-operation in the context of 
counter-terrorism, which was held in Doha, and 
organised by the UN Office of Counter-Terrorism 
(UNOCT) and the Doha-based UN Programme Office 
on Parliamentary Engagement in Preventing and 
Countering Terrorism, in co-operation with the Shura 

Council. HE the Shura Council Speaker discussed 
with the parliamentary officials a number of matters 
related to strengthening the role of parliaments 
in supporting national and international efforts 
to counter-terrorism, in addition to discussing 
parliamentary co-operation and ways to advance 
them.
The participants praised Qatar’s efforts in fighting 
terrorism and extremism, noting its constant 
endeavour to enhance international peace and 
security, and its contribution to achieve sustainable 
developments goals.
They also noted the importance of the activities 
organised by UNOCT and the UN Programme Office 
on Parliamentary Engagement in Preventing and 
Countering Terrorism, appreciating the support of the 
Shura Council for the activities of the office. (QNA)

Shura Council Speaker meets 
parliamentary officials

HE the Vice-Chairman of the National 
Counter-Terrorism Committee Major 
General Nasser Saeed al-Hajri. 

The President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), Duarte 
Pacheco, has praised the international eff orts made by Qatar 
to combat terrorism and prevent extremism around the world.
In a statement to Qatar News Agency (QNA), Pacheco said that 
Qatar fights terrorism and supports sustainable development 
programmes, pointing out that Qatar’s organisation of 
the third Counter-Terrorism Co-ordination Meeting and 
Parliamentary Policy Dialogue on Border Security and Cross 
Border Co-operation in the Context of Counter-Terrorism in 
Doha reflects its commitment to combating terrorism and 
preventing extremism.
He added that Qatar’s hosting of the Doha-based UNOCT 

Programme Off ice on Parliamentary Engagement in 
Preventing and Countering Terrorism confirms its eff orts to 
combat terrorism. Pacheco called for co-ordinating eff orts to 
confront terrorism, which could happen anywhere, therefore, 
he said co-operation between parliamentarians is necessary 
as they represent various councils from Africa to Latin 
America, Europe and others.
He also called for the importance of evolving development 
programmes to give people hope for a better future in their 
countries, so that they do not join extremist organisations, 
noting that underdevelopment in many countries is 
considered one of the causes of terrorism. (QNA)

Parliamentarian Jawad al-Bolani, a 
member of the security and defence 
committee in the Iraqi Parliament, 
aff irmed that Qatar is a pioneer in the 
field of combating terrorism and has 
presented wonderful models of hosting 
and organising important global events 
and conferences in co-operation with the 
specialised off ices of the United Nations 
and its brothers from the Arab countries 
and its friends from the region.
In a statement to Qatar News Agency 
(QNA) on the sidelines of the activities 
of the parliamentary policy dialogue 
on border security in the context of 
counter-terrorism in Doha, al-Bolani 
said Qatar has given a pioneering and 
unique model in taking the lead in 

initiatives and 
events that 
enhance the 
capabilities 
of countries 
and activate 
their return 
to the UN 
community, 
to unite the 

world view to confront terrorism and 
extremism.
He pointed out that the United 
Nations and parliamentary unions 
can contribute to addressing issues of 
border security, stability of countries 
and in preventing the infiltration of 
terrorists, stressing the importance of 

these meetings since parliamentarians 
represent their people and care about 
their issues. He reviewed the eff ects 
of terrorism and its repercussions on 
his country, pointing out that Iraq was 
subjected to a fierce attack but said 
the country has insisted on proving 
its existence as a state through its 
commitment to combating terrorism, 
and said Iraqis faced this with strength 
and patience. He added that his 
country has signed memorandums 
of understanding with some Arab 
countries and has completed and 
ratified the Arab strategy to combat 
terrorism, and added that it is also 
engaged in the international strategy to 
combat terrorism. (QNA)

Deputy Director of the UN Off ice of Counter-Terrorism 
(UNOCT) Mauro Miedico on Monday hailed Qatar’s huge 
support for the UN’s anti-terrorism eff orts worldwide.
Speaking to Qatar News Agency (QNA), Miedico said that 
the support of Qatar and the Shura Council for the UNOCT is 
tangible evidence of the country’s international commitment 
to combat terrorism, hailing the UNOCT as an example of 
fruitful co-operation with Qatar. He extended thanks to 
Qatar and the Shura Council for the many joint initiatives 

devised to back international eff orts to combat terrorism and 
prevent extremism. He highlighted the eff ective international 
parliamentary participation in the third Counter-Terrorism Co-
ordination Meeting and the Parliamentary Policy Dialogue on 
border security in the context of counter-terrorism, currently 
held in Doha. He said this represents an opportunity for many 
lawmakers around the world to discuss contributions made 
by parliaments and their lawmakers to support government 
eff orts in combating terrorism. (QNA)

Representatives of regional and 
international parliamentary associations 
and unions stressed the importance of 
co-operation and co-ordination between 
countries regarding border security 
particularly preventing and combating 
terrorism. 
They also emphasised understanding 
international legal frameworks in this 
context, as well as assessing key national 
policies, discussing relevant legislative 
challenges, and discussing the roles of 
parliamentary assemblies and national 
parliaments and their contributions to 
enhancing border security.
This came during the 3rd Counter-
Terrorism Co-ordination Meeting, 
organised by the UN Off ice of Counter-
Terrorism (UNOCT), and the Doha-based 
UN Programme Off ice on Parliamentary 
Engagement in Preventing and 
Countering Terrorism, in co-operation 

with the Shura Council. UNOCT Deputy 
Director Mauro Miedico pointed out the 
need to focus on topics and issues related 
to border security and its importance 
in reducing terrorism, noting that these 
discussions would contribute to the 
development of mechanisms and tools 
that support government eff orts.
While chairing a session that dealt 
with threats to border security from 
terrorist groups, Vice-President of the 
Organisation for Security and Co-

operation in Europe (OSCE) Parliamentary 
Assembly, Chairman of the Ad Hoc 
Committee on Countering Terrorism 
Reinhold Lopatka stated the responsibility 
of parliamentarians in developing 
legislation and policies that support 
the implementation of commitments 
related to combating terrorism and 
preventing extremism. The assembled 
parliamentarians expressed their thanks 
and appreciation to Qatar for hosting the 
event. (QNA)

IPU chief hails Qatar’s efforts to combat terrorism

Qatar ‘is a pioneer in combating terrorism’

Shura Council-supported joint initiatives highlighted

Co-operation in border security stressed

Jawad al-Bolani
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Programme to develop female Da’wah skills

QCDC launches 
3rd edition of ‘Little 
Employee’ initiativeHBKU holds graduate 

open house

‘World Cup counter-narratives 
shatter West’s media campaigns’

Indian blockbuster Pathaan 
a big draw in Qatar too

Noted Kuwaiti scholar 
to deliver lectures at 
Qatar mosques

The Department of Da’wah and 
Religious Guidance at the Ministry 
of Endowments (Awqaf) and 
Islamic Aff airs launched the ‘Badir’ 
programme to prepare and equip 
females wishing to participate in the 
field of Da’wah and guidance.
The programme is scheduled to 

continue until March 9.
Supervised by the Women Activity 
Section of the Department of Da’wah, 
the programme aims to empower 
participants with several knowledge 
branches related to Da’wah initiatives 
and develop their administrative, 
planning, and implementation skills. 

Qatar Career Develop-
ment Centre (QCDC) 
has opened registra-

tion for the third edition of its 
‘Little Employee’ initiative, a 
programme designed to pro-
vide children with an immer-
sive hands-on experience of a 
real-life workplace, in order to 
encourage them to think about 
their professional interests 
and future career paths in a fun 
and engaging way.

The initiative by QCDC, a 
member of Qatar Foundation 
(QF), will provide students 
aged between 7 and 15 with 
practical experience to learn 
what working life is really like, 
by accompanying a parent or 
relative to their workplace and 
assisting them in their duties.

This year’s edition is prom-
ising to be the biggest, most 
inclusive, and most fl exible 
edition since the initiative 
launched in 2021, as registra-

tion will be open to partici-
pants from Qatar and around 
the world, and parents will 
have the chance to take their 
kids to work in the day that 
best fi ts their work schedule 
and company regulations be-
tween February 19 and May 
19.

Parents will have the oppor-
tunity to host their children 
at work and participate with 
them in the various activities 
designed to encourage open 
discussion about their aca-
demic and career goals, and 
to empower them to plan their 
career path early on.

The initiative has been de-
signed to encourage early con-
versations between parents 
and their children about their 
future academic and career 
goals, which is a vital factor 
in the career development of 
students.

Abdulla al-Mansoori, 

QCDC Director, said: “The 
‘Little Employee’ initiative is 
a testament to the importance 
and necessity of programmes 
that can foster a career-driv-
en mindset in students. This 
aligns with our mission to em-
power parents in shaping their 
children’s career identity and 
underscores our belief in the 
instrumental role parents play 
in this endeavour.”

Secretary-General of Qa-
tar Red Crescent Society am-
bassador Ali bin Hassan al-
Hammadi said: “Qatar Red 
Crescent, along with other 
participating state organisa-
tions, were very keen to par-
ticipate in the 2022 edition of 
the ‘Little Employee’ initia-
tive, organised by Qatar Career 
Development Centre. The ini-
tiative gave us the opportunity 
to host the children of several 
staff  members and offi  cials in 
our headquarters.” (QNA)

More than 200 prospec-
tive students interested 
in graduate studies 

attended Hamad Bin Khalifa 
University’s (HBKU) Graduate 
Studies Open House. Held twice 
this academic year, the event 
provided potential candidates 
with opportunities to connect 
with key staff , learn about entry 
requirements, and much more.

Open House commenced 
with a welcome message from 
the provost Dr Michael Benedik, 
as well as an overview of life on 
campus and non-academic op-
portunities by Student Aff airs. 
The deans and professors of HB-
KU’s six colleges were on hand to 
discuss 35 master’s, Juris Doctor, 
and doctoral degree programmes 
as well as the university’s inter- 
and multidisciplinary approach-
es to research and learning. 

This was supported by brea-

kout sessions that allowed par-
ticipants to ask more in-depth 
questions and seek further clari-
fi cation on course requirements. 
Staff  from the Enrolment Offi  ce 
also supported proceedings with 
general advice on admissions. 

Dr Benedik said: “Students 
come to HBKU to work and 
learn from our globally recog-
nised faculty. The advantage of 
studying at a research-intensive 
university is not to merely learn 
the facts but to experience for 
themselves how discoveries are 
made and applied in their re-
spective disciplines. This cannot 
be learned from textbooks, but 
only by working side by side with 
world calibre faculty.” 

The deadline for Qatari and 
residents in Qatar in order to 
be considered for fi nancial aid 
(where available) will continue 
until March 15. 

By Shafeeq Alingal
Staff  Reporter

The FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, hosted with high 
standards, has left a mark 

of multiple legacies and pro-
duced counter-narratives that 
shattered the Western media 
campaigns, it was pointed out 
at a panel discussion yesterday 
by the Middle East Council on 
Global Aff airs.

Titled ‘Qatar 2022 World 
Cup: Political Legacies and 
Future Impact’, the discus-

sion was attended by Mahfoud 
Amara, associate professor in 
Sport Management and So-
cial Sciences, Qatar University 
(QU); Mahjoob Zweiri, Profes-
sor in Gulf Studies and direc-
tor of Gulf Studies Centre, QU; 
Zarqa Parvez, adjunct assistant 
professor in government, Geor-
getown University in Qatar and 
Tony Karon, editorial manager, 
AJ+. Nader Kabbani, senior fel-
low and director of research, 
Middle East Council on Global 
Aff airs, was the moderator. 

Prof Zweiri noted that the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 will 

remain unforgettable for the ex-
cellence in organising and it has 
left a legacy with lasting politi-
cal impact. 

“The World Cup brought in 
more collaboration between 
the Arab and Muslim countries 
while boosting pan-Arabism. 
Also, it has changed the media 
narratives about Qatar and the 
Arab world. The tournament’s 
impact will last and post World 
Cup legacy will change regional 
politics,” he said, adding that 
the event was notable for its ex-
ceptionalism in many aspects. 

Amara observed that the 

mega sporting event heralded 
Arab unity. “Arab League ex-
pressed the solidarity with Qa-
tar while the country was criti-
cised for declaring Arab unity. 
The tournament witnessed the 
promotion of Arab-Islamic cul-
ture and the victory of Saudi 
Arabia against Argentina and 
the achievements of Morocco 
changed the dynamics of the 
World Cup,” he recalled. 

Karon explained that the 
shifting of the political and me-
dia attention to Palestine was 
one of the symbolic moments of 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 

and thereby changed priorities. 
He noted that the 2022 edition 
produced the best ever World 
Cup while lending good experi-
ence for many people.

Parvez explained that the 
tournament produced several 
counter-narratives while high-
lighting the role of Arab identi-
ty. “The tournament underlined 
that the politics of collective 
identity can be easily mobilised 
and the Arab identities were 
mobilised during the event,” she 
noted. The World Cup also led 
to several positive changes and 
discussions.

By Joseph Varghese
Staff  Reporter

Bollywood thriller Pathaan has witnessed a 
huge response in India and places around 
the world, including in Qatar, it is learnt.

The much-anticipated Shah Rukh Khan star-
rer was released at a large number of screens in 
theatres around Qatar on January 25, and saw 
particularly big crowds during the opening 
weekend. Many shows were reportedly sold out.

The spy thriller directed by Siddharth Anand 
also stars Deepika Padukone and John Abraham 
in key roles, with Salman Khan making a much-
lauded cameo appearance.

According to reports, Pathaan has shattered 
many box offi  ce records for a Hindi movie, with 
large crowds witnessed at cinemas in India and 
elsewhere. The fi lm’s producers, Yash Raj Films, 
said it had earned $72.09mn worldwide (gross) 
until Monday.

In Qatar, too, the fi lm has attracted big 
crowds. It is Shah Rukh’s fi rst release in four 
years, and fans eagerly anticipated the movie.

“We are showing this movie at three loca-
tions: The Mall, Katara Cinema and Royal Plaza. 
We had a ‘full house’ for all the shows on the 

opening days. People have welcomed the movie 
with both arms,” Mohsin Waqar, operations 
manager of Qatar Cinema, told Gulf Times.

“The audience is made up of not just Indians 
or people from the Indian subcontinent, but 
several Qatari nationals are also among the peo-
ple watching the movie in theatres and enjoy-
ing it. It has been well accepted by the audience 
here in Qatar and the movie is drawing a good 

response from every corner,” he added.
Meanwhile, those who have watched the fi lm 

echoed similar sentiments with most of them 
feeling contented with the movie. “I went with 
my friends to watch the movie on the fi rst day 
and we were very satisfi ed with the performance 
of the actors as well as the storyline. It was really 
heartening to watch a Shah Rukh starrer on the 
big screen after several years and he did not dis-
appoint us. It was worth watching the movie in 
a theatre and we would love to see it once again,” 
said Greg Reji, a Shah Rukh fan.

“It is a typical Bollywood masala movie that 
entertains fans to the maximum. In addition, 
the story has several twists and turns and grips 
the audience in a big way. All in all, it was worth 
the money and we enjoyed it till the last minute,” 
added another fi lm enthusiast.

Pathaan screenings at cinemas in Villaggio, 
City Center and Asian Town, among other plac-
es, have also reportedly witnessed high footfall. 

An Indian expatriate said he had to buy tickets 
to a midnight show for his family last weekend 
because the previous shows were mostly sold 
out and only some seats at the front were avail-
able. “Even the midnight show was almost full, 
and the audience included many families,” he 
added.

Renowned Kuwaiti Is-
lamic scholar Dr Othman 
al-Khamees will deliver 

week-long lectures at various 
mosques across Qatar. The lec-
tures will cover various subjects 
in six mosques, the Ministry 
of Endowments (Awqaf) and 
Islamic Aff airs tweeted. This 
comes as part of the guest pro-
gramme by Awqaf.  

Dr al-Khamees is a promi-
nent Islamic scholar known for 
his scientifi c, advocacy and ad-
ministrative works. He is a sen-
ior mentor in the Department of 
Islamic Studies at the Ministry 
of Awqaf and Islamic Aff airs in 
Kuwait. 

His question-and-answer 
programmes on television shows 
and social media evoke good re-
sponse from the public.

The lectures will be held after 
the Isha prayer on the following 
days:

February 4 (Saturday)
Subject: Attributes of the 

Prophet Muhammad (peace be 
upon him) and his characteris-
tics

Location: Jassim Al-Darwish 
Fakhro Mosque - Abu Hamour

February 5 (Sunday) 
‘The Makkah Call’ at Abdul 

Rahman Bin Mohamed Al-Thani 
Mosque in Baaya

February 6 (Monday)
‘The Prophet’s Migration’ 

at Hamad Mohamed Al-Mana 
Mosque in Lusail

February 7 (Tuesday)
‘The Conquest of Makkah’ 

at Hamza Bin Abdul Muttalib 
Mosque in  Al Wakrah

February 8 (Wednesday)
‘Lessons from the Farewell Pil-

grimage’ at Nasser Bin Abdullah 
Al-Misnad Mosque in Al Khor

February 9 (Thursday)
‘Seize the Time’ at Ministry 

of Environment Camp Mosque 
– Sea Line

The lectures will also be 
broadcast on islamweb.net

HE the Assistant Foreign Minister for Regional Aff airs Dr Mohamed 
bin Abdulaziz bin Saleh al-Khulaifi met yesterday in London with 
Minister of State for the Middle East, North Africa, South Asia 
and United Nations at the British Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Off ice Lord Tariq Ahmad. During the meeting, 
they discussed bilateral relations and ways to support and 
develop them. In addition, they discussed several regional and 
international issues of common interest and ways to co-ordinate 
the two countries’ eff orts regarding them. Director General for 
America, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Middle East, Overseas Territories 
at the British Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Off ice 
Vijay Rangarajan attended the meeting. (QNA)

HE the Assistant Foreign Minister for Regional Aff airs Dr 
Mohamed bin Abdulaziz bin Saleh al-Khulaifi met in London 
yesterday with Minister of State for Development and Africa at 
the British Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Off ice 
Andrew Mitchell. During the meeting, they discussed bilateral 
relations and ways to support and develop them. In addition, 
they discussed several issues of common interest, particularly 
regional development and African aff airs, and ways to 
co-ordinate the two countries’ eff orts regarding them. (QNA)

Assistant FM meets UK 
ministers in London

A view of the audience. The panel discussion in progress yesterday. PICTURES: Shaji Kayamkulam

A Pathaan poster. Image courtesy of Yash Raj 
Films Twitter

Dr Othman al-Khamees
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QIIB provides Qatar 
Academy students insights 
into Islamic banking
QIIB welcomed two 

groups of students 
from Qatar Academy to 

spend a ‘Professional Day’ at 
the bank’s headquarters recent-
ly, where they got introduced 
to various aspects of Islamic 
banking, banking operations in 
general and QIIB’s services and 
products in particular. 

As part of QIIB’s CSR strategy, 
the bank’s hosting of the Acad-
emy students involved several 
activities, focusing on education 
in view of its positive eff ects on 
various aspects of development.

QIIB chairman Sheikh Dr 
Khalid bin Thani bin Abdullah 
al-Thani met with the students 
and emphasised on the bank’s 
important role in serving the 
community and focusing on 
providing value addition to the 
Qatari society.

QIIB chief executive of-
fi cer Dr Abdulbasit Ahmed al-
Shaibei welcomed the students 
and highlighted the important 
role played by Qatar Academy 
as a leading educational institu-
tion in equipping the students 
with knowledge based on high 
academic standards and pro-
viding them the skills needed to 
pursue higher education in dif-
ferent specialisations in order 
to serve their nation in the best 
way possible. 

During the meeting, the CEO 
briefed students about the his-
tory of Islamic banking, its 
inception and current status 
generally and within Qatar in 

particular as it is considered 
one of the leading countries in 
Islamic banking, which is wit-
nessing a great level of prosper-
ity in the banking sector. 

He stressed that QIIB will 
continue its approach to sup-
port education in many ways, 
either by supporting school 
activities, professional days 
and training, or through co-
operation with universities and 
educational institutions in or-
der to off er the Islamic banking 
experience and encourage inno-

vation and creativity. The fact 
remains that Islamic banking 
keeps pace with time.

As part of the activities of the 
professional day, Qatar Acad-
emy students visited diff erent 
bank departments where they 
were briefed by executives on 
Islamic banking operations, 
services, techniques and as-
sociated technology, and the 
importance of cyber security, 
especially at a time when tech-
nology has become the back-
bone of most industries, activi-

ties and services.
At the end of their visit, stu-

dents and their accompany-
ing supervisors expressed their 
thanks and gratitude to QIIB for 
providing them with the rich 
opportunity to visit the bank 
and its various departments and 
see activities at close quarters.

The meeting was also attend-
ed by Jamal Abdullah al-Jamal, 
QIIB deputy CEO and Omar Ab-
dulaziz al-Meer, head (Business 
Development and Alternative 
Channels Sector).

QIIB chairman Sheikh Dr Khalid bin Thani bin Abdullah al-Thani, CEO Dr Abdulbasit Ahmed al-Shaibei with off icials and students of Qatar 
Academy at the bank headquarters recently.

Qatar Academy students visited diff erent departments at QIIB where they were briefed on Islamic 
banking operations, services, techniques and associated technology.

QPO concert ‘Frank Sinatra and Friends’ on Feb 4
In a toe tapping evening celebrating Ol’ Blue 

Eyes and others from the big band and swing 

era, Tom Gaebel takes on Frank Sinatra’s great-

est hits backed by special musical guests and 

Qatar Philharmonic Orchestra.

The concert will take place on February 4 at 

the Abdul Aziz Nasser theatre, Souq Waqif at 

7.30pm. Performers include: Andreas S Weiser, 

conductor; Tom Gaebel, Frank Sinatra; Jerry Lu, 

piano; Stephan Ray, double bass; Niklas Walter, 

drum; Jan Schneider, trumpet; and Marcus 

Bartelt, saxophone.

Weiser, a graduate of the Berlin University of the 

Arts, conducted the Lucerne Festival Orches-

tra, Berne Symphony Orchestra, Bamberg 

Symphony Orchestra, the North German Radio 

Symphony Orchestra in Leipzig and the Stutt-

gart Philharmonic Orchestra. He is a permanent 

conductor for the Hradec Králové Philharmonic 

and the Czech Chamber Orchestra.

Gaebel is a German singer and leader of a big 

band named after himself. He plays several 

instruments, including drums, violin, trombone, 

and piano. After performing and singing in 

big bands such as The Young Sinatras and the 

Tobias Kremer Big Band, he formed his own 

group in 2005.

His debut solo album, Introducing: Myself, 

was released in 2005 and became a best 

seller. A live DVD, Live in Concert, followed in 

2006. His second album, Good Life from 2007, 

featured more of Gaebel’s original num-

bers. In June 2010, Gaebel and his big band 

performed at the Sommerfest for the Federal 

President Christian Wulff held at Castle Bel-

levue in Berlin.

LuLu offers ‘Special Sadhya’ 
by celebrity chef Pazhayidom
Renowned celebrity chef and culinary expert 

Pazhayidom Mohanan Namboothiri from the 

southern Indian state of Kerala, has arrived in Doha 

under the patronage of Qatar’s leading retailer Lulu 

Hypermarket Group for preparing ‘Special Sadhya’ 

and other traditional delicacies for LuLu’s shoppers, 

on February 3 (Friday). 

The ‘Special Sadhya’ in banana leaves with 22 items 

including rice, sambar, avial, thoran, rasam, kalan, 

olan kichadi, pachadi, erussery, parippu curry, 

kootu curry, palada payasam, parippu prada-

man payasam, injipuly, lemon pickle, kondattam, 

sarakara varatti, banana chips salted and banana 

will be available in all LuLu Hypermarket outlets in 

Qatar on the day. 

Customers can book the ‘Special Sadhya’ in advance 

either in-store or online until 7pm tomorrow (Thurs-

day). In-store booking can be done at any LuLu 

Hypermarket’s customer service counters. 

The visit of the celebrity chef is aligned with the 

ongoing India Utsav 2023 celebrations hosted by the 

LuLu Group in the region until February 5.  

India Utsav was inaugurated last week by Indian 

ambassador to Qatar Dr Deepak Mittal at LuLu Hy-

permarket, Barwa Family Housing, Madinatna on the 

sidelines of the Republic Day of India celebrations.

Pazhayidom Mohanan Namboothiri, a native of Kot-

tayam district of Kerala and having a master’s degree 

in physics, opted to become a fervent follower of the 

great Malamel Neelakandan Namboothiri who used 

to prepare food for thousands of people at youth 

festivals in Kerala. 

After the turn of Neelakandan Namboothiri, Pazhayi-

dom took over the mantle in 2006 and since then 

has been managing the massive kitchen in many 

major events in Kerala and abroad where hundreds of 

thousands have enjoyed his culinary magic.

Saudi carrier fl ynas 
celebrates route launch, 
offi  ce opening in Doha

Saudi carrier fl ynas celebrated the offi  cial launching and opening of 
its offi  ce in Doha with a dinner reception at Sharq Village and Spa 
on Monday.  

The leading low-cost airline started daily fl ights to Doha from Riyadh 
and Jeddah making it the fi rst low-cost operator linking the two broth-
erly countries.

Saudi ambassador to Qatar Prince Mansour bin Khalid bin Farhan al-
Saud attended the dinner reception as the chief guest. A number of high 
ranking offi  cials representing  Qatar Tourism,  Civil Aviation Authority 
and Hamad International Airport attended the function in addition to 
large number of travel and tourism professionals.

Last November fl ynas started operating up to six daily fl ights from 
King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh and King Abdulaziz Inter-
national Airport in Jeddah to Doha, providing travellers with multiple 
options during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

Saudi ambassador to Qatar Prince Mansour bin Khalid bin Farhan 
al-Saud attended flynas dinner reception as the chief guest.

Qatar Charity 
distributes winter 
kits to snow-aff ected 
families in Pakistan
Qatar Charity (QC) distrib-

uted winter kits to hun-
dreds of underprivileged 

families in Neelum district of the 
Pakistan-administered Kashmir, 
benefi ting 4,410 persons aff ected 
by snow in winter. 

The aid came as part of QC’s 
‘Warm Hearts’ drive, which aims 
to deliver aid to the aff ected, 
internally displaced persons 
(IDPs), and refugees worldwide 
to alleviate their suff ering during 
winter.

QC is one of the first re-
sponders to deliver the winter 
aid to those affected in Neelum 
where heavy snowfall causes 
havoc, and the temperature 
goes down to minus, increasing 
the suffering of impoverished 
communities. 

The distributed kits comprised 
of quilts, pillows, mattresses, 
warm shawls for men and wom-
en, warm clothes and shawls for 
children to keep them properly 
warm. Local communities and 
government authorities highly 
appreciated QC for its timely in-
tervention.

“Our people are highly aff ected 
by snow, and they are extremely 
vulnerable community as their 
source of income is agriculture 
and livestock. These people nei-
ther harvest nor graze their live-
stock due to the extreme cold 
weather and the heavy snowfall,” 
said Raja Azeem Khan, assist-
ant commissioner of Neelum, 
who participated in distributing 
the winter kits. He also thanked 
QC for supporting the deserving 
people.

“I cannot buy warm clothes 
for my daughters due to limited 
resources and diffi  cult access 
to markets,” said Rangeela Bibi, 
a widow taking care of seven 
daughters. She received a winter 
kit with suffi  cient warm clothes 
for herself and her daughters to 
survive the harsh winter. 

“I do work on daily wages, but 
during the snow season, there 
is no or limited opportunities 
to earn for the family. I do not 
have enough money to buy warm 
clothes for my children,” said 
another benefi ciary Hussan Jan, 

also a widow who lives with her 
seven children. She thanked QC 
for providing the warm clothes 
and bedding for her children. 

In 2022, QC distributed nearly 
930 winter kits to those aff ected 

by snow in Khyber District of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province 
and in Pishin and Noushki dis-
tricts of Balochistan province, 
benefi ting 6,510 people from un-
derprivileged families.
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Rawabi Hypermarket Rawabi Hypermarket 
launches Mega Golden launches Mega Golden 
Drive PromotionDrive Promotion
Rawabi Hypermarket 

has announced the 
Mega Golden Drive 

Promotion, which will run 
from today until September 
30. 

The retail group will be 
giving away fi ve Nissan Patrol 
vehicles and half a kilogram 
of gold as part of the promo-
tion. Customers will get a 
coupon on every purchase of 
items worth QR50, which will 
enable them to participate in 
the promotion.

Rawabi Hypermarket will 
present various events and 
programmes during this pro-
motional period, including 
family-friendly shows, world 
food festivals, free health 
screenings, fresh food festi-
vals, extra points in the Ah-

lan reward programme, and 
many more, a press statement 
noted.

Rawabi is one of the fam-
ily-centric hypermarkets 
off ering customer-friendly 
shopping experiences. Rawa-
bi Hypermarket will launch 
the promotion to introduce a 
brand-new shopping experi-
ence to Qatar. 

Rawabi has 16 stores across 
the Middle East and is open-
ing a fl agship store in Gharafa 
Izghawa soon and another 
fi ve stores from 2023-2024. 

Rawabi’s mission is to 
become the most favourite 
‘Your family’s choice’ shop-
ping experience with its best 
quality products at competi-
tive prices. Customers can 
also benefi t more by mak-

ing their purchases with the 
Rawabi Ahlan premium re-
ward card programme.

The campaign will include 
a total of fi ve draws. 

The fi rst draw will be con-
ducted at Grand Hypermar-
ket – Khartiyat on May 1, the 
second draw at Rawabi Hy-
permarket - Al Wakra on June 
1, the third draw at Rawabi 
Hypermarket - Al Murrah 
on July 2, the fourth draw at 
Rawabi Hypermarket - New 
Rayyan on August 1, and the 
fi fth draw at Rawabi Hyper-
market - Izghawa on October 
2.

Announcing the most re-
cent promotion, the Rawabi 
Group management has 
thanked customers for their 
support.

OIC holds emergency meeting in 
response to Holy Qur’an burning

The Organisation of Is-
lamic Co-operation (OIC) 
convened an open-ended 

emergency meeting of the OIC 
Executive Committee at its 
headquarters in Jeddah yester-
day, to express the organisation’s 
unifi ed stance against the recent 
desecration of the Holy Qur’an 
in Sweden, the Netherlands, and 
Denmark as well as to discuss 

on possible actions that could 
be taken by the OIC against the 
perpetrators of the despicable 
Islamophobic attacks.

During the meeting, Secre-
tary-General of OIC Hissein 
Brahim Taha reiterated his dis-
may on the provocative acts of 
far-right activists, emphasising 
that such actions are criminal 
acts perpetrated with the main 

intention to target Muslims, to 
insult their sacred religion, val-
ues, and symbols. He said that 
the relevant governments must 
take severe counter-measures, 
especially because such provo-
cations have been committed 
repeatedly by far-right extrem-
ists in their countries.

Secretary-General of OIC 
stated that the intentional act of 

desecrating the Holy Qur’an and 
insulting Prophet Muhammad 
(peace be upon him) must not be 
seen as just an ordinary incident 
of Islamophobia, adding that such 
acts are a direct insult to the entire 
1.6bn Muslim population. Brahim 
Taha hence called all stakehold-
ers to take fi rm action, so that 
similar provocations will not re-
occur in the future.(QNA)

European parliament offi  cial 
says Holy Qur’an burning 
is not freedom of speech
Reinhold Lopatka, Chair of 

the Co-ordination Mech-
anism between parlia-

mentary organisations and un-
ions and Vice-President of the 
Organisation for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe Parlia-
mentary Assembly (OSCE PA), 
has affi  rmed his rejection of the 
burning and tearing of copies of 
the Holy Qur’an in Sweden, the 
Netherlands and Denmark by 
extremists, noting that these vi-
olations have nothing to do with 
freedom of speech.

In a statement to Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), Lopatka said that 
such events are unacceptable, 
and he cannot condone such 
actions, and considered them 
exaggerated to a great extent, 
which have nothing to do with 
freedom of speech, given that 

they hurt the feelings of many 
people, when in fact the limit to 
freedom of speech is respecting 
the feelings of others.

Lopatka stated that religions 
should work to establish peace, 
and everyone must respect re-
ligions, adding that Europe 
faces issues such as Islamo-
phobia. He said it is imperative 
to ensure that there is mutual 
respect for all religions around 
the world, be it Christianity, 
Judaism or Islam, expressing 
his personal respect for all re-
ligions.

The Chair of the Co-ordina-
tion Mechanism also praised 
Qatar’s eff orts in countering ter-
rorism worldwide, and stressed 
that Qatar is one of the countries 
that greatly supports the fi ght 
against terrorism.(QNA) Reinhold Lopatka

Blinken voices sorrow for 

‘innocent’ Palestinians killed
AFP
Ramallah

US Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken expressed 
sorrow yesterday for 

“innocent” Palestinians killed 
in months of spiralling violence 
in the occupied West Bank, 
warning the Palestinian people 
faced “a shrinking horizon of 
hope”.

Urging both sides to prevent 
further bloodshed, Washing-
ton’s top diplomat held talks 
with Palestinian president 
Mahmoud Abbas in the West 
Bank city of Ramallah on the 
fi nal stop of his Middle East 
tour, following meetings with 
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu and cabinet 
ministers.

In the latest wave of vio-
lence, a Palestinian shot dead 
seven people in an Israeli set-
tlement neighbourhood in an-
nexed east Jerusalem on Friday, 
a day after the deadliest army 
raid in years in the West Bank 
claimed 10 Palestinian lives.

This month the confl ict has 
killed 35 Palestinian adults and 
children — including attack-
ers, fi ghters and civilians — as 
well as the six Israeli civilians, 
including a child, and one 
Ukrainian, killed on Friday.

Speaking in Ramallah, Blink-
en expressed his “sorrow for 
the innocent Palestinian civil-
ians who have lost their lives 
in escalating violence over the 
last year”. Israel has in isolated 
cases said that its forces have 
mistakenly killed non-com-
batants in the context of raids 
on fi ghters allegedly linked to 
fatal attacks on Israeli civilians.

Alongside Abbas, Blinken 
said: “What we’re seeing now 
for Palestinians is a shrinking 
horizon of hope, not an ex-
panding one, and that too, we 
believe, needs to change.” 

Blinken also urged Abbas’ 
Palestinian Authority to boost 
its “accountability”.

Abbas told Blinken that Is-
rael was “responsible for what 
is happening today”. Before 
departing the region, Blinken 
said he had heard “constructive 

ideas” on how to “lower the 
temperature” during his talks.

Senior members of his team 
will stay behind to see “how 
these steps might actually 
be advanced”, he told report-
ers, declining to detail specifi c 
initiatives. The year 2022 was 
the deadliest in the West Bank 
since the United Nations start-
ed tracking fatalities in the oc-
cupied territory in 2005.

Before heading to the West 
Bank yesterday, Blinken met 
new Israeli Defence Minister 
Yoav Gallant, who took offi  ce 
as part of the right-wing gov-
ernment Netanyahu formed 
in December. Gallant praised 
Blinken for his “unwavering 
support” in helping safeguard 
Israel’s military superiority in 
the region.

The fatal east Jerusalem 
shooting was preceded by the 
Israeli forces’ deadliest opera-
tion in the West Bank in years, 
killing 10 people Thursday in 
the densely populated Jenin 
refugee camp.

Israel said its forces targeted 
Islamic Jihad operatives. The 
Israeli military later hit sites in 
the Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip in 
response to rocket fi re from the 
Palestinian enclave.

Netanyahu’s cabinet has 
moved to punish “the families 
of fi ghters” with home demoli-
tions and other measures.

His government is also plan-
ning to rescind the rights to 
social security benefi ts of at-

tackers’ relatives, and steps to 
make it easier for Israeli citi-
zens to obtain permits to carry 
fi rearms.

Blinken had made an initial 
stop in Egypt, where he met 
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, 
commending “Egypt’s impor-
tant role in promoting stabil-
ity in the region”.The diplomats 
and intelligence services of 
Egypt — a major recipient of 
US military aid — are regularly 
called upon to intercede be-
tween Israelis and Palestinians.

Blinken’s Israel visit is part 
of the Biden administration’s 
eff orts to engage quickly with 
Netanyahu, who had tense 
relations with the previous 
Democratic president Barack 
Obama. Blinken reiterated US 
support for a Palestinian state, 
a prospect few expect to ad-
vance under the new Israeli 
government.

Speaking in Ramallah, 
Blinken criticised Israeli moves 
which Washington believes 
create barriers to the two-state 
solution. He listed “settlement 
expansion, the legalisation of 
(settlement) outposts, demo-
litions and evictions, disrup-
tions to the historic status of 
the holy sites, and of course 
incitement and acquiescence to 
the violence”.

Controversial policies such 
as settlements and the demoli-
tion of Palestinian homes have 
been high on the agenda of 
Netanyahu’s new government.

Major UAE solar plant to go online before COP summit
AFP
Abu Dhabi

One of the world’s biggest so-
lar plants will become fully 
operational this year in the 

United Arab Emirates, months be-
fore it hosts UN climate talks, a part-
ner company said yesterday.

The UAE, a major oil exporter, is 
spending billions to develop enough 
renewable energy to cover half of its 
needs by 2050, and is targeting net-
zero domestic carbon emissions by 
that year.

Al Dhafra project, located in the 
desert some 35 kilometres south 
of the capital Abu Dhabi, will pro-
vide enough electricity for 160,000 
households in the country of 10mn 
people, said Olivier Bordes, regional 
director for France’s EDF Renewa-
bles.

“It started producing its fi rst kilo-
watt hours of electricity at the end of 
last year and should offi  cially go into 
service before the summer,” Bordes 
said.

Once fully operational, it will pro-
duce up to 2.1 gigawatts, he added.

State-owned Emirati companies 
TAQA and Masdar own 60% of the 
project, which they describe as the 
world’s largest single-site solar 
plant. The remainder is owned by a 
consortium formed by EDF Renewa-
bles and China’s Jinko Power Tech-
nology.

The plant of giant, double-sided 
solar panels, which rotate to face the 
sun, occupies a site spanning more 
than 20 square kilometres.Visiting 
the site yesterday, France’s Finance 
Minister Bruno Le Maire welcomed 
the “extremely close co-operation” 
between Paris and Abu Dhabi in the 
fi eld of renewable energy.

Le Maire, who also stopped in 
Saudi Arabia and Qatar in a regional 
tour, said he wanted to “support” 
oil-producing Gulf countries on 
their path to “decarbonisation”. Re-
newable energy fi rm Masdar said 
yesterday that Emirati and French 
companies have “partnered in the 
development, investment and op-
eration of over 6.2 gigawatts of clean 
and renewable energy programmes 
across the globe”.Businesses from 
both countries have also “mobilised 
over US$6bn in investment, dis-
placing some 10mn tonnes of carbon 
dioxide annually”, Masdar said in a 
statement.

The UAE will host the COP28 
climate summit in November and 
December, a move criticised by 
environmentalists who question 
whether one of the world’s biggest 
oil producers should lead the fi ght 
against global warming.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken meets with Palestinian leader 
Mahmoud Abbas in Ramallah in the occupied West Bank, yesterday.

French Economy Minister, Bruno Le Maire (centre), speaks during a visit at the Al Dhafra 
Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Independent Power Producer (IPP) project, in the United Arab 
Emirates’ capital Abu Dhabi, yesterday.

After drought, winter rains 
revive Iraq’s famed marshlands
AFP 
Chibayish Marshes 

Black buff aloes wade 
through the waters of 
Iraq’s Mesopotamian 

marshes, leisurely chewing on 
reeds.

After years of drought, winter 
rains have brought some respite 
to herders and livestock in the 
famous wetlands. Listed as a 
Unesco World Heritage Site, the 
marshes were parched and dusty 
last summer by drought in the 

climate-stressed country and 
by reduced fl ow from the Ti-
gris and Euphrates rivers due to 
dams built upstream in Turkiye 
and Iran.Winter brings seasonal 
rains, off ering relief in marshes 
like those of Huwaizah — which 
straddles the border with Iran — 
and Chibayish, located in nearby 
Dhi Qar province.

Among the reeds of Chibay-
ish, buff alo farmer Rahim Daoud 
now uses a stick to punt his boat 
across an expanse of water.

“This summer, it was dirt 
here; there was no water,” said 

the 58-year-old.”With the 
rain that has fallen, the water 
level has risen.” Last summer, 
AFP photographers travelled 
to the Huwaizah and Chibay-
ish marshes to document the 
disappearance of large portions 
of the wetlands, observing vast 
expanses of dry and cracked soil 
dotted with yellowed shrubs.

In October, an offi  cial in the 
impoverished rural province of 
Dhi Qar told AFP that in the pre-
vious six months, 1,200 families 
had left the marshes and other 
agricultural areas of southern 

Iraq and more than 2,000 buf-
faloes had died.

Iraq has faced three consecu-
tive years of severe drought and 
scorching heat, with tempera-
tures regularly exceeding 50C 
during the summer of 2022. 
“There is a gradual improve-
ment,” Hussein al-Kenani said 
after the recent rains.

Kenani, who heads the gov-
ernmental centre in charge of 
protecting the wetlands, said 
rainwater collected in canals 
and rivers has been redirected 
to the marshes.

Three militant 
suspects killed in 
Yemen drone strike

Three alleged Al Qaeda mili-

tants were killed in a suspected 

US drone strike in northeast-

ern Yemen on Monday, local 

government off icials said, AFP 

reported from Dubai.

The attack was carried out on 

a car in Marib province, the 

scene of heavy fighting in 2021 

in Yemen’s long-running civil 

war, the off icials said. “Three 

Al Qaeda members were killed 

in a strike by a drone that is 

believed to be American,” a 

government off icial told AFP on 

condition of anonymity.

“The three were in a car in Wadi 

Obeida when they were target-

ed by the suspected US strike 

that killed them immediately.”

A second Marib government of-

ficial confirmed the strike on Al 

Qaeda militants and the death 

toll. There was no immediate 

comment from Washington.

People walk during a snowfall, 
on a street in Tehran, Iran, 
yesterday.

Snowfall 
in Tehran
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President Joe Biden trav-
elled to New York City 
yesterday to tout new 

infrastructure funding for a 
critical underwater tunnel that 
connects Manhattan and New 
Jersey, an eff ort that has been 
mired for more than a decade 
in partisan bickering and bal-
looning budgets.

“While others tried to shut 
this down, I made clear this is 
a national priority,” he told a 
group of lawmakers and sup-
porters gathered in New York 
City.

The New York visit is the 
second of three trips this week 
aimed at highlighting Biden’s 
bipartisan success in secur-
ing money to invest in the na-
tion’s crumbling infrastructure 
at a time when congressional 
Republicans are threatening 
to block his economic agenda 
and shut down the government 
if he doesn’t agree to spending 
cuts.

For Biden, who is expected 
to announce a re-election bid 
in the coming weeks, the trips 
also off er him an opportunity 
to fi ne tune an economic stump 
speech and off er a preview of 
his upcoming State of the Un-
ion address.

Biden visited Baltimore 
on Monday to highlight the 
planned replacement of a 
150-year-old tunnel, and on 
Friday he will travel to Phila-
delphia where he will focus 
on replacing toxic lead pipes 
– both aided signifi cantly by 
the $1.2tn infrastructure bill 
passed in 2021.

Biden is due to announce 
that the administration has 
awarded nearly $1.2bn from the 
law’s new national infrastruc-

ture project assistance discre-
tionary grant programme for 
nine projects across the coun-
try, White House offi  cials said.

The Hudson River tunnel 
project, known as the Gate-
way Programme, would repair 
an existing tunnel and build a 
new one for Amtrak and state 
commuter lines between New 
Jersey and Manhattan.

The federal government, 
New York, and New Jersey will 
split the estimated price tag of 
$16.1bn.

Federal funding will pay for 
nearly half, while the two states 
will pick up the rest.

The tunnel slated for repairs 
is 112 years old and was dam-
aged during Hurricane Sandy 
in 2012.

Construction is slated to be-
gin in 2024 and be completed 
by 2038.

The project was halted in 
2010 by then-governor Chris 
Christie, a Republican, who 
declared New Jersey could not 
aff ord its share of a $2.5bn hike 
in the original $8.7bn cost.

He was criticised for using 
those dollars instead to fi rm up 
the state’s budget.

Amtrak took it over in 2016 
and it gained momentum, but 
was again derailed in 2018 
when then-president Donald 
Trump’s fi scal budget ended 
the federal programme that 
was funding the project.

Biden plans to tout a $292mn 
grant from the Transportation 
Department for the Hudson 
River Tunnel project.

Senator Chuck Schumer, a 
Democrat from New York, said 
in a statement that the $292mn 
federal grant is the largest 
award from the Department of 
Transportation’s “Mega” grant 
programme and will ensure 
construction of a critical ele-
ment of the project.

US president takes 
infrastructure tour 
to New York City
Reuters
New York

Brazil’s president has announced a 
crackdown on transportation of sup-
plies to illegal gold miners in the 

Yanomami reservation in northern Brazil, 
hoping to force out the wildcat miners who 
have caused a humanitarian crisis among the 
area’s indigenous people.

After meeting with ministers, President 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva mandated a number 
of initiatives to fi ght illegal mining and other 
criminal activities in the region, the govern-
ment said in a statement.

That included ordering the government to 
block fl ights and river transport providing 
supplies to the wildcat miners, it said.

“The actions also aim to prevent the access 

of people not authorised by the public au-
thorities to the region, to prevent illegal ac-
tivities and the spread of diseases,” it added.

Around 20,000 wildcat gold miners are 
contaminating the rivers and fi sh that the 
Yanomami people – who live on Brazil’s larg-
est indigenous reservation, near the Ven-
ezuela border – rely on for water and food, 
leading to malnutrition and disease.

The miners use small planes to land on 
clandestine airstrips and speed boats to travel 
up the rivers.

Lula has also ruled that the Yanomami 
should be given nutritional and health assist-
ance, as well as guaranteed access to drink-
ing water, “in the shortest possible time”, the 
statement said.

Earlier on Monday, mining industry lob-
by Ibram called on the government to act to 
stamp out illegal gold mining and interrupt 

the network that launders illegal gold, which 
is often sold to jewellery makers overseas.

Yanomami Territory has been invaded by 
illegal miners for decades, but the incursions 
multiplied after former president Jair Bol-
sonaro took offi  ce in 2019, promising to allow 
mining on previously protected indigenous 
lands.

Separately on Monday, the public pros-
ecutor’s offi  ce announced an investigation to 
determine the responsibility of the Brazilian 
government in the crisis facing the Yanoma-
mi people.

The offi  ce said there was much evidence 
incriminating the previous government and 
painting “a clear picture of widespread lack 
of healthcare, systematic failure to comply 
with court orders ... and repeated actions by 
state agents that encouraged violations of 
(Yanomami people)”.

Lula orders crackdown on supplies to 
illegal miners in Yanomami territory
Reuters
Sao PauloBrazil’s former president Jair Bolsonaro, 

who is under investigation for his support-
ers’ storming of government buildings, is 

seeking a six-month visa to remain in the United 
States, his lawyer said.

Bolsonaro fl ew to Florida in late December as 
his term ended rather than watch the inaugura-
tion of his leftist successor President Luiz Inacio 
Lula da Silva.

He is understood to have entered on a visa for 
visiting world leaders, which expired yesterday as 
he is no longer on offi  cial business.

AG Immigration Group, a California-based law 
fi rm known for its work with Brazilians, said that 
Bolsonaro has requested a six-month visa to stay 
in the United States.

“We look forward to achieving the highest level 
of satisfaction and desired results for our client,” it 
said in a statement.

Bolsonaro had previously told CNN Brasil that 
he had planned to return by the end of January, 
and was considering moving his departure earlier 
for health reasons.

The far-right leader was injured in a knife at-
tack in 2018.

He has suff ered ongoing health complications 
from that assassination attempt, and received 
hospital care during his stay in Florida.

However, Bolsonaro has since come under scru-
tiny over the January 8 riot in the capital Brasilia 
by his supporters who refused to accept Lula’s 
victory.

The new government has ordered a probe of 
Bolsonaro, who for years has sought to cast doubt 
on Brazil’s electronic voting system, which has 
historically won praise around the world.

Bolsonaro’s last justice minister, Anderson 
Torres, was also visiting the United States during 
the riot and was arrested on his return.

Asked about Bolsonaro’s application, the US 
State Department said that visa records are con-
fi dential under US law.

Bolsonaro seeks visa to stay six more 
months in the United States: lawyer
AFP
Miami

Pope Francis denounced the 
“poison of greed” for min-
eral resources driving con-

fl ict in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo (DR Congo) as he 
began a visit there yesterday, 
saying that the rich world could 
no longer ignore the tragic plight 
of many African nations.

The 86-year-old is the fi rst 
Pontiff  to visit the DR Congo 
since John Paul II in 1985, when it 
was still known as Zaire.

About half of the DR Congo’s 
population of 90mn are Roman 
Catholics.

Tens of thousands of people 
cheered as he travelled from the 
airport into the capital Kinshasa 
in his popemobile, with some 
breaking away to chase his con-
voy while others chanted and 
waved fl ags in one of the most 
vibrant welcomes of his foreign 
trips.

However, the mood changed 
when the Pope gave a speech to 
dignitaries at the presidential 
palace, condemning “terrible 
forms of exploitation, unworthy 
of humanity” in the DR Congo, 
where vast mineral wealth has 
fuelled war, displacement and 
hunger.

“It is a tragedy that these 
lands, and more generally the 
whole African continent, con-
tinue to endure various forms of 
exploitation,” Francis said.

“The poison of greed has 
smeared its diamonds with 
blood,” he said, referring to the 
Congo specifi cally.

“Political exploitation gave 
way to an economic colonial-
ism that was equally enslaving,” 
Francis declared.

“As a result, this country, 
massively plundered, has not 
benefi ted adequately from its 

immense resources,” the Pope 
told the audience of Congolese 
politicians and other dignitaries, 
speaking in Italian.

“Hands off  the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo! Hands off  
Africa! Stop choking Africa: it is 
not a mine to be stripped or a ter-
rain to be plundered,” he said.

The DR Congo has some of the 
world’s richest deposits of dia-
monds, gold, copper, cobalt, tin, 
tantalum and lithium, but those 
have stoked confl ict between 
militias, government troops and 
foreign invaders.

Mining has also been linked to 
inhumane exploitation of work-
ers, including children, and envi-
ronmental degradation.

About two-thirds of the popu-
lation lives on less than $2.15 a 
day, according to the World Bank.

Compounding these prob-
lems, eastern DR Congo has been 
plagued by violence connected 
to the long and complex fallout 
from the 1994 genocide in neigh-
bouring Rwanda.

The DR Congo accuses Rwanda 
of backing the M23 rebel group 
fi ghting government troops in 
the east.

Rwanda denies this.
“As well as armed militias, 

foreign powers hungry for the 
minerals in our soil commit, with 
the direct and cowardly support 
of our neighbour Rwanda, cruel 
atrocities,” said Congolese Presi-
dent Felix Tshisekedi, speaking 
just before the Pope and sharing 
a stage with him.

The Pope did not name Rwan-
da in his address or take sides in 
the dispute.

A spokesperson for the Rwan-
dan government was not imme-
diately available for comment.

An estimated 5.7mn people 
are internally displaced in the 
DR Congo and 26mn face severe 
hunger, largely because of the 
impact of armed confl ict, ac-

cording to the United Nations.
The Catholic Church plays a 

crucial role in running schools 
and health facilities in the DR 
Congo, as well as promoting de-
mocracy.

The Pope criticised rich coun-
tries for ignoring the tragedies 
unfolding in the DR Congo and 
elsewhere in Africa.

“One has the impression that 
the international community 
has practically resigned itself to 
the violence devouring it (the DR 
Congo). We cannot grow accus-
tomed to the bloodshed that has 
marked this country for decades, 
causing millions of deaths,” he 
said.

Tshisekedi made a similar 
point in his own speech. 

“While the international com-
munity has remained passive and 
silent, more than 10mn people 
have been horribly killed,” he 
said.

First scheduled for last July, 
the Pope’s trip was postponed 
because he was suff ering a fl are-
up of a chronic knee ailment.

He had originally planned 
to travel to Goma, in eastern 
DR Congo, but that stop was 
scrapped because of a resurgence 
in fi ghting between M23 rebels 
and government troops.

In an apparent reference to the 
M23 and other militias active in 
the DR Congo’s eastern regions, 
the Pope said the Congolese peo-
ple are fi ghting to preserve their 
territorial integrity “against de-

plorable attempts to fragment 
the country”.

Today Francis will celebrate 
Mass at a Kinshasa airport and 
meet victims of violence from 
the east, further highlighting the 
issues he raised in his speech.

Francis will stay in Kinshasa 
until Friday morning, when he 
will fl y to South Sudan, another 
country grappling with confl ict 
and poverty.

In a fi rst, he will be accompa-
nied for that leg of his journey by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
leader of the global Anglican 
Communion, and by the Church 
of Scotland Moderator.

The religious leaders have de-
scribed their joint visit as a “pil-
grimage of peace”.

Pope condemns ‘poison of greed’ 
stoking confl ict in the DR Congo
Reuters/AFP
Kinshasa

Pope Francis is greeted by dancers upon his arrival in Kinshasa.

Guatemala, Nicaragua and Cuba 
reached all-time lows on Trans-
parency International’s corruption 

index, released yesterday, due to increased 
organised crime by public institutions, co-
optation by political and economic elites 
and increased human rights abuses.

“Weak governments fail to stop crimi-
nal networks, social confl ict, and violence, 
and some exacerbate threats to human 
rights by concentrating power in the name 
of tackling insecurity,” said Delia Ferreira 
Rubio, head of Transparency Internation-
al, a Berlin-based anti-corruption organi-
sation.

Transparency International’s annual 

Corruption Perceptions Index ranks coun-
tries by their perceived levels of public 
sector corruption on a scale of zero (highly 
corrupt) to 100 (very clean).

The average for the Americas stands at 
43.

In Latin America, Nicaragua and Ven-
ezuela are the lowest ranked as each strug-
gles with public institutions infi ltrated by 
criminal networks, the report notes.

The governments of Guatemala, Ven-
ezuela, Brazil, Cuba and Peru did not im-
mediately reply to requests for comment 
on the report.

Guatemala has seen state institutions 
co-opted by political and economic elites 
and organised crime, the report said.

Over the past year, Guatemalan Presi-
dent Alejandro Giammattei has faced a 
growing chorus of critics claiming that he 

has slammed the brakes on anti-corrup-
tion eff orts, as well as forced some judges 
and prosecutors to fl ee the country, the 
main reasons for the country’s decline in 
the index.

Repression of the political opposition, 
human rights abuses and cracking down 
on freedom of speech is what lowered Nic-
aragua’s ranking, while Cuba has a historic 
low due to the “ongoing repression” and 
the “absolute lack of any kind of freedom 
in the country”, one of Transparency In-
ternational’s researchers told Reuters.

The report adds that the combination 
of corruption, authoritarianism and an 
economic downturn proved “especially 
volatile” in Brazil where ex-president Jair 
Bolsonaro’s term was marked by disman-
tling anti-corruption eff orts, the use of 
corrupt schemes to favour allies and amass 

support in Congress, as well as promoting 
disinformation.

Neighbouring Uruguay scored best in 
the region with a ranking of 74, the same 
as Canada.

Transparency International pointed to 
years of instability in Peru with its cycle of 
diff erent governments including last De-
cember’s ouster of then-president Pedro 
Castillo, himself a target of corruption in-
vestigations.

Weak law enforcement and high-level 
corruption have also allowed drug cartels 
to expand in the Caribbean, the report 
said.

“The only way forward is for leaders to 
prioritise decisive action against corrup-
tion to uproot its hold and enable govern-
ments to fulfi l their fi rst mandate: pro-
tecting the people,” Rubio said.

Graft rife across Latin America: Transparency International
Reuters
Sao Paulo

Bolivia reports outbreaks of highly 
pathogenic bird flu in poultry

Bolivia has reported two outbreaks of highly pathogenic H5 avian 
influenza, commonly called bird flu, for the first time.
The spread of the highly contagious virus is a concern for 
governments and the poultry industry as it disrupts supply, fuels 
food prices and poses a risk of transmission to humans.
One outbreak was found on a laying-hen farm with 35,000 birds 
in the town of Sacaba, the World Organisation for Animal Health 
(WOAH) said yesterday, quoting information from Bolivia’s health 
authorities.
Another was found in a backyard with 202 birds for domestic 
consumption, including ducks, geese and chickens, in the town of 
Quillacollo, the Paris-based organisation said. – Reuters

Tropical storm kills 30 in Madagascar
Tropical storm Cheneso has killed 30 people in Madagascar, 20 are 
missing and thousands have been displaced, authorities said.
Cheneso, which made landfall on January 19, was Madagascar’s first 
tropical storm of the year.
The Indian Ocean island nation is typically hit by a series of such 
storms each year. – Reuters

South Africa’s governing African 
National Congress (ANC) wants 
to employ disaster management 

legislation that was used to respond to 
the coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic 
to help end crippling power cuts, a top 
party offi  cial said yesterday.

State utility Eskom has implemented 
power cuts every day this year, after a 
record number of days with outages 
last year.

“Our response to Covid-19 was sci-
entifi cally driven. Our response to 
dealing with load-shedding must be 
scientifi cally driven,” ANC secretary-
general Fikile Mbalula told reporters, 
using a term for power cuts. “The ANC 
... must declare a ‘state of disaster’ so 

that government can do extraordinary 
interventions beyond the regulatory 
environment...  to pull together as we 
have done during Covid-19 and the 
2010 (Soccer) World Cup.”

Declaring a national disaster would 
unlock additional funds and resources 
to “better manage the crisis”.

Mbalula, after meetings of the ANC’s 
National Executive Committee (NEC), 
said that party leaders also wanted 

an energy crisis committee advising 
President Cyril Ramaphosa to speed up 
its work to ensure there were no power 
cuts by the end of the year.

Separately, the ANC executive en-
couraged the government to push for 
the removal of Morocco as a member of 
the African Union (AU) and for expan-
sion of the Brics grouping, where South 
Africa is a member alongside Brazil, 
Russia, India and China.

“The NEC acknowledged the in-
creasing signifi cance that Brics part-
nership is playing in the global political 
economy and … agreed that Brics must 
be expanded … to enhance its role as 
a counter-hegemonic bloc,” Mbalula 
said.

South Africa has long criticised Mo-
rocco over the Western Sahara, a dis-
puted territory which Morocco has an-
nexed but which South Africa and other 

states recognise as an independent na-
tion, the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Re-
public.

South Africa opposed Morocco join-
ing the AU in 2017.

“We will campaign for Western Sa-
hara’s self-determination and solidar-
ity. Morocco ... must know we are not 
on their side and that there’s no way 
that an oppressor can be part of a body 
like the AU,” Mbalula said.

South Africa’s ANC wants to use disaster rules to ease power crisis
Reuters/AFP
Johannesburg
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Two years 
on, Myanmar 
coup takes a 
catastrophic 
toll on people
Reuters
Bangkok

Two years after Myanmar’s 
military coup, a young 
factory worker turned re-

sistance fi ghter mourns the loss 
of his leg in battle. A former dip-
lomat has not seen his family in 
four years. A beauty queen ad-
justs to a new life in wintry Cana-
da. And an exiled teacher dreams 
of returning to school. The Feb 1, 
2021 coup, which unseated No-
bel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi’s 
elected government, has left a 
trail of upended lives in its wake.

US-based confl ict monitoring 
group Acled says about 19,000 
people died last year as a crack-
down on protests led many to 
take up arms against the military.

Some 1.2mn people have been 
displaced and over 70,000 have 
left the country, according to the 
United Nations, which has ac-
cused the military of war crimes 
and crimes against humanity.

Myanmar’s military says it is 
carrying out a legitimate cam-
paign against “terrorists”. It did 
not respond to requests for com-
ment by Reuters. The stories of 
four people refl ect a crisis the UN 
special envoy last week warned 
was taking a “catastrophic toll” 
on the population. Aye Chan 
heard the rat-tat-tat of gunfi re 
followed by an explosion.

“I didn’t know if I had been hit 
or not,” the 21-year-old told Reu-
ters, recalling the military attack 
last year that cost him his leg. 
When he tried to stand, his legs 
didn’t work. A comrade carried 
him to a hospital where he awoke 
to fi nd one had been amputated 
from the knee down. A factory 
worker making instant noodles 
before the coup, he had been part 
of the massive crowds which took 
to the streets to demand democ-
racy be restored after the coup.

When protest groups began 
taking up arms, he joined them. 
The fi rst time on the frontlines, 
his heart was pounding. “Then 
I looked around at my comrades 
and they were smiling and laugh-
ing. I was not afraid.”

While morale among the re-
sistance troops is high, he said, 
they are outmatched by a well-
equipped army. “When they 
shoot, they shoot continuously, 
we can’t even raise our head,” he 
said. “We need to save bullets as 
well.” Now, he spends most days 
sleeping, cooking and sharing 
food with friends. “I try to live 
my life as happily as I can,” he 
said. “I can’t do the things I did 
before.”

Reuters is not disclosing his 
whereabouts for security rea-
sons. He has no regrets about 
joining the resistance. “If I re-
cover enough, I will go back to 
war. This is until the end.”

Aung Soe Moe, 52, was the fi rst 
secretary in Myanmar’s embassy 
in Japan when the coup hap-
pened. A month later, he joined 
hundreds of thousands of gov-
ernment workers who quit to 
join the civil disobedience move-
ment, which aimed to cripple the 
military’s ability to govern. His 
wife, stuck in Myanmar with his 
daughter after the Covid-19 pan-
demic, encouraged him to speak 
out. They later fl ed across the 
border to Thailand, where many 
from Myanmar have sought ref-
uge but have been trapped with-
out documents. He has not seen 
them since 2019.

Alone in Tokyo, he had to move 
out of his plush three-bed apart-
ment in the embassy grounds. 
With his source of income gone, 
other Myanmar residents in Ja-
pan off ered money to cover his 
basics and rent for a cramped 
studio fl at. Japan’s government 
extended Aung Soe Moe’s dip-
lomatic visa so he could remain 
in Tokyo, but he can’t work and 
that visa expires in July. Japan’s 
foreign ministry declined to 
comment on his future status. “I 
suff ered a lot but there is nothing 
worse than losing the future of 
the people in Myanmar,” he told 
Reuters.

He volunteers a few days a 
week doing administrative tasks 
such as writing social media 
posts for Myanmar’s National 

Unity Government – a parallel 
civilian government set up after 
the coup. He is worried the world 
will forget about Myanmar, es-
pecially since the war in Ukraine. 
“But the Myanmar people have 
not given up on the truth,” he 
said. “We will never give up!”

When the military seized 
power, 23-year-old Han Lay 
was a model about to take part 
in an international beauty con-
test in Thailand. After protest-
ing with friends, she decided to 
use her platform to speak about 
Myanmar. The night before, she 
couldn’t sleep with excitement 
and worry, she said. On the stage, 
she fought back tears as she 
spoke about military violence on 
a day when more than 140 dem-
onstrators were killed. The clip 
went viral. In Myanmar, the mili-
tary charged her with sedition.

She was detained at an air-
port in Bangkok for several days, 
pleading on social media not 
to be sent back to Myanmar. 
Eventually she fl ew to Canada 
and settled in London, Ontario, 
where she lives with a Burmese-
Canadian family, refugees from 
the 1988 democracy uprising also 
crushed by the military.

She said she had been lonely 
when she fi rst arrived but was 
adjusting. “I was born in Myan-
mar, and my family, my friends, 
and my future, everything (is) 
in Myanmar… I could not have a 

chance to meet them, I miss them 
every day,” she said.

A middle-school teacher has 
been living in a Thai border town 
since fl eeing arrest in Myanmar 
last year. A slight woman with 
long black hair, she joined the 
civil disobedience movement 
(CDM) that sprang up after the 
coup. She asked not to be named, 
for fear of military reprisals. “I 

knew that my life would become 
diffi  cult if I joined CDM,” she 
said. “But if we don’t revolt, it 
will not be OK for our future.”

She joined street protests 
wearing her green and white 
teacher uniform, and fl ed the 
country after the crackdown. 
Like many Myanmar refugees in 
Thailand, she is undocumented 
and lives in fear of arrest. She 

ekes out a living crocheting bags 
and clothing, earning less than 
$10 a week, and relies on food do-
nations from the parallel civilian 
government. “I will be a CDM-er 
til the end,” she said. “A person 
needs to go through both good 
times and bad times.

Her green and white uniform is 
safe in Myanmar, she said, neatly 
stored, in case of her return.

US, allies mark anniversary of Myanmar coup with fresh sanctions
Reuters
Washington

The United States and its 
allies will impose further 
sanctions on Myanmar, 

marking the two-year anniver-
sary of the coup with curbs on 
energy offi  cials and members of 
the junta, among others. 

Washington will impose sanc-
tions on the Union Election 
Commission, mining enterpris-
es, energy offi  cials and current 
and former military offi  cials, 
according to a Treasury Depart-

ment statement seen by Reuters.
It marks the fi rst time the Unit-

ed States has targeted Myanma 
Oil and Gas Enterprise (MOGE) 
offi  cials under the current My-
anmar sanctions programme, 
a Treasury spokesperson said. 
Canada, Australia and the United 
Kingdom also announced sanc-
tions yesterday. 

Myanmar’s top generals led a 
coup in February 2021 after fi ve 
years of tense power-sharing 
under a quasi-civilian political 
system that was created by the 
military, which led to a decade of 
unprecedented reform.

The country has been in chaos 
since, with a resistance move-
ment fi ghting the military on 
multiple fronts after a bloody 
crackdown on opponents that 
saw Western sanctions re-im-
posed. 

Yesterday’s US move will tar-
get the managing director and 
deputy managing director of the 
state-owned MOGE, which is 
the junta’s single largest revenue 
generating state-owned enter-
prise, according to the Treasury 
statement. Human rights advo-
cates have called for sanctions 
on MOGE, but Washington has 

so far held back from designating 
the state-owned enterprise.

Also among those that will be 
designated by Washington was 
the Union Minister of Energy, 
Myo Myint Oo, who Treasury 
said represents Myanmar’s gov-
ernment in international and 
domestic energy sector engage-
ments and manages the state-
owned entities involved in the 
production and export of oil and 
gas. Mining Enterprise No 1 and 
Mining Enterprise No 2, both 
state-owned enterprises, as well 
as the Union Election Commis-
sion, are also set to be hit with 

sanctions by the United States.
The military has pledged to 

hold an election in August this 
year. On Friday, the junta an-
nounced tough requirements for 
parties to contest the election, 
including a huge increase in their 
membership, a move that could 
sideline the military’s opponents 
and cement its grip on power. The 
rules favour the Union Solidarity 
and Development Party, a mili-
tary proxy stacked with former 
generals, which was trounced 
by Aung San Suu Kyi’s National 
League for Democracy (NLD) 
party in 2015 and 2020 elections. 

The NLD in November described 
the election as “phoney” and said 
it would not acknowledge it. The 
election has also been dismissed 
as a sham by Western govern-
ments.

Washington will also target 
former and Myanmar military 
offi  cials, the Treasury said, ac-
cusing the Air Force of continu-
ing to launch air strikes using 
Russian-made aircraft against 
pro-democracy forces that have 
killed civilians. 

Canada targeted six individu-
als and prohibited the export, 
sale, supply or shipment of avia-

tion fuel in its action yesterday, 
while Australia targeted mem-
bers of the junta and a military-
run company. The United King-
dom designated two companies 
and two individuals for helping 
supply Myanmar’s air force with 
aviation fuel used to carry out 
bombing campaigns against its 
own citizens. 

“The junta must be held to ac-
count for their brutal crackdown 
on opposition voices, terroris-
ing air raids and brazen human 
rights violations,” British Foreign 
Secretary James Cleverly said in a 
statement.

Myanmar’s beauty queen Han Lay, who had been exiled after speaking out against military rule in her country, poses while taking a walk in 
London, in Ontario, Canada.

A middle-school teacher who joined the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) in Myanmar, crochets 
during an interview with Reuters in an undisclosed location, Thailand.

Auckland fl oods set to continue 
as new rainstorms loom
Reuters
Wellington

New Zealand offi  cials yes-
terday asked residents in 
fl ood-ravaged Auckland 

to prepare for the onslaught of 
another storm as residents start 
a clean-up following a series of 
fl oods and landslips across New 
Zealand’s biggest city over the 
weekend. Four people lost their 
lives in fl ash fl oods and landslides 
that hit Auckland over the last 
three days amid record down-
pours. 

A state of emergency is in place 
in Auckland and Northland, the 
country’s northernmost region. 
With more rain on the way, Auck-
land has already been swamped 
with record levels in the past four 
days, and sodden ground and full 
rivers mean new rainfall brings 
increased risks of fl ooding and 
land slips.

Beaches around the city of 
1.6mn are off  limits due to con-

taminated water, several main 
roads remain closed, and all 
Auckland schools will remain 
shut until Feb. 7. Evacuation cen-
tres have been set up across the 
city.

New Zealand weather informa-
tion provider Metservice forecast 
another 12 to 24 hours of heavy 
rain across the country’s north 
from Tuesday afternoon, with up 

to 120 millimetres (4.7 inches) ex-
pected in parts of Auckland. 

“It’s lines of heavy rain coming 
in bands ... we do expect impacts 
during the overnight periods. So 
(expect) slips, further fl ooding,” 
MetService meteorologist Geor-
gina Griffi  ths said during a tel-
evised media briefi ng. 

Prime Minister Chris Hipkins 
said his government would ac-

cept his Australian counterpart 
Anthony Albanese’s off er of help 
with the fl oods. “Absolutely, if 
there are ways that the Austral-
ians can help, we will absolutely 
take up those off ers of sup-
port,” Hipkins said ahead of a 
trip to Australia next week, his 
fi rst foreign trip since becoming 
the country’s leader earlier this 
month in the wake of predecessor 
Jacinda Ardern’s resignation.

Auckland Emergency Manage-
ment controller Rachel Kelleher 
said Auckland’s domestic airport 
was now running at full capac-
ity, while Auckland International 
Airport was operating at near 
capacity and hoped to return to 
normal operations soon. National 
carrier Air New Zealand said in a 
statement yesterday it had added 
additional services and increased 
seat capacity to help customers 
whose plans had been disrupted 
by the weather. Of the 9,000 pas-
sengers impacted by the weather, 
it had rebooked 7,800 as of yes-
terday afternoon.

A view of a house that had collapsed on vehicles, following floods, in 
Auckland, New Zealand.

Australia deploys more experts to 
search for lost radioactive capsule
Reuters
Melbourne

Australian authorities yes-
terday sent out more per-
sonnel and specialised de-

tection equipment to search for a 
tiny radioactive capsule missing 
somewhere in the outback, in-
cluding a team from the coun-
try’s nuclear safety agency. The 
capsule is believed to have fallen 
from a road train – a truck with 
multiple trailers – that made 
a 1,400km journey in Western 
Australia and its loss has trig-
gered a radiation alert for large 
parts of the vast state.

The Department of Fire and 
Emergency Services said on Mon-
day that it would take fi ve days 
to retrace the road train’s route. 
Yesterday, it said that 660km had 
been searched so far. The hunt in-
volves a slew of government agen-
cies including the Department of 
Defence, the police and now the 
Australian Radiation Protection 
and Nuclear Safety Agency and 
the Australian Nuclear and Sci-
ence Technology Organisation. 

The capsule was part of a gauge 
used to measure the density of 
iron ore feed that had been en-
trusted by Rio Tinto Ltd to spe-
cialist contractor SGS Australia 
for packaging and unpackaging. 
Transport was then subcontract-
ed out to logistics fi rm Centurion. 
Authorities suspect vibrations 
from the road train caused the 
screws and a bolt from the gauge 
to come loose, and then the cap-
sule fell out. The gauge was picked 
up from the mine site on Jan. 12 
and was unpacked for inspection 
on Jan. 25 when the loss of the 
capsule became evident.

Centurion said in a statement 
that the capsule was dislodged 
from equipment contained in a 
crate. The transport crate and 
pallet were supplied by SGS, a 
Centurion spokesperson told 
Reuters by phone. SGS did not 
immediately respond to a Reuters 
request for comment. Rio has 
apologised for the loss.

The road train travelled from 
Rio’s Gudai-Darri mine in the 
state’s remote Kimberley region 
to a storage facility in the suburbs 
of Perth – a distance longer than 

the length of Great Britain.
Search crews are travelling 

north and south along the state’s 
Great Northern Highway as well 
as other sections of the road 
train’s journey with specialised 
radiation detection equipment. 
“Today’s delivery will further 
boost our search eff orts and 
complement the equipment we 
have been using since the search 
started last Thursday,” Darryl 
Ray, incident controller for the 
fi re and emergency services de-
partment, said in a statement.

“The equipment can detect 
radiation emitted by the missing 
capsule and is currently being 
used around the Perth metropol-
itan area and outskirts.”

The silver capsule, 6mm in di-
ameter and 8mm long, contains 
Caesium-137 which emits radia-
tion equal to 10 X-rays per hour.

People have been told to stay at 
least fi ve metres (16.5 feet) away 
if they spot it as exposure could 
cause radiation burns or radia-
tion sickness, though driving 
past the capsule is believed to be 
relatively low risk, akin to taking 
an X-ray.
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Brexit gloom
prevails on
UK’s three-year 
anniversary
AFP
London

British Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak defended Brexit as a 
“huge opportunity” yester-

day, as the UK marked three years 
since leaving the EU amid eco-
nomic crisis and a growing public 
sense of “Bregret”.

On January 31, 2020, the UK 
ended 47 years of belonging to 
the European Union and its pred-
ecessor, the EEC, soon after Boris 
Johnson won a resounding elec-
tion victory for the Conservatives 
with his promise to “get Brexit 
done”.

An Ipsos poll last week found 
45% of people in Britain think 
Brexit is going worse than they ex-
pected.

“In the three years since leaving 
the EU, we’ve made huge strides in 
harnessing the freedoms unlocked 
by Brexit to tackle generational 
challenges,” Sunak said in a state-
ment released for the anniversary.

“I’m determined to ensure the 
benefi ts of Brexit continue to em-
power communities and busi-
nesses right across the country,” 
the prime minister said.

Sunak called Brexit a “huge op-
portunity to deliver” on his priori-
ties of growth, employment and 
social mobility.

The prime minister — who will 
also mark 100 days in offi  ce this 
week — said the UK had “forged 
a path as an independent nation 
with confi dence” and “that mo-
mentum hasn’t slowed”.

He said this included Europe’s 
fastest vaccine rollout, trade deals 
with 70 countries and “taking 
back control of our borders”.

The statement came as Sunak 
faces numerous challenges, with 
thousands of UK workers tak-
ing strike action over pay that has 
been outpaced by soaring infl a-
tion. The cost-of-living crisis 
has hit millions and infl ation has 
soared above 10%.

While saving the over-
stretched state-funded health 
service (NHS) was a keystone of 
the Brexit campaign, NHS work-
ers including nurses and ambu-
lance staff  are now striking over 

pay and working conditions.
Brexit, which was in part a 

backlash against the free move-
ment of people and goods across 
the EU, has led to restrictions that 
have hit food supplies to the UK 
and made it harder to hire foreign 
workers.

Yet the numbers of migrants 
making the dangerous Channel 
crossing to claim asylum in the UK 
reached a record level of 45,000 
last year.

The UK has also seen a period 
of political instability, with three 
prime ministers last year.

Sunak did not mention the 
problems in Northern Ireland 
surrounding post-Brexit trad-
ing agreements that have led to 
months of negotiations between 
London and Brussels and para-
lysed self-government in Belfast.

There were no celebrations to 
mark the anniversary and in Scot-
land, where most voted to stay in 
the EU, opponents held a torchlit 
procession through Edinburgh.

“Today’s Brexit anniversary 
marks three years of political 
mayhem and economic calamity,” 
a columnist wrote in left-wing 
broadsheet The Guardian.

Even right-wing broadsheet 
The Sunday Telegraph wrote there 
was “a growing sense of ‘Bregret’ 
taking hold in Britain”, question-
ing: “Is there really much cause for 
celebration?”

A study by Bloomberg Eco-
nomics published yesterday said: 
“Brexit is costing the UK economy 
£100bn a year ($124bn), with the 
eff ects spanning everything from 
business investment to the ability 
of companies to hire workers.”

The Offi  ce of Budget Responsi-
bility predicts that the new trading 
relationship between the EU and 
UK will reduce long-term produc-
tivity by 4%, as compared to stay-
ing in the EU.

Nevertheless, even the opposi-
tion in parliament is not calling for 
Brexit to be reversed.

Keir Starmer, the leader of the 
main opposition Labour Party, 
which is riding high in the polls, 
has vowed to reconnect with Eu-
rope but ruled out taking the UK 
back into the European Union or 
its single market.

India sees GDP growth
slowing on global weakness
Reuters
New Delhi

India forecast economic 
growth of 6-6.8% in the 
2023-24 fi scal year, slowing 

from the 7% growth projected 
for the current year ending on 
March 31, as a global slowdown 
is likely to hurt exports.

The fi nance ministry’s re-
leased its annual Economic Sur-
vey and Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman presented it to 
parliament yesterday, a day be-
fore she is set to unveil the gov-
ernment’s budget for the coming 
fi scal year.

The economic growth fore-
cast for 2023-24 is higher than 
the International Monetary 
Fund’s projection of 6.1%, as 
the fi nance ministry expects the 
global weakness will be partially 
off set by strong domestic de-
mand.

The report, prepared by chief 
economic adviser V Anantha 
Nageswaran, said its baseline 
scenario was for 6.5% growth in 
2023-24, which would still make 
India one of the fastest growing 
economies.

“The actual outcome for real 
GDP growth will probably lie in 
the range of 6-6.8%, depending 
on the trajectory of economic 

and political developments glo-
bally,” it said.

For India, on balance, a mod-
est slowdown in global growth 
would be benefi cial as it would 
help bring down commodity 
prices and ease infl ation con-
cerns, Nageswaran told a news 
briefi ng after the release of the 
survey. India’s economy has 
rebounded since the Covid-19 
pandemic.

But the Russia-Ukraine con-
fl ict has triggered infl ationary 
pressures and prompted cen-
tral banks, including India’s, to 
reverse ultra-loose monetary 
policy adopted during the pan-
demic.

The survey said infl ation was 
not high enough to deter private 
consumption nor low enough 
to weaken investment, even 
though it remained above the 
central bank’s target range of 
2-6% through much of 2022-23.

Consumer prices in December 
were 5.72% higher than a year 
earlier.

Demand in the economy will 
remain “brisk” in 2023-24 as 
“a vigorous credit disbursal and 
capital investment cycle is ex-
pected to unfold in India with 
the strengthening of the bal-
ance sheets of the corporate 
and banking sectors,” the survey 
said.

However, this could mean 
that the current account defi -
cit might stay high, because a 
strong domestic economy would 
support imports while exports 
were expected to ease due to 
weakness in foreign markets.

India’s current account defi -
cit was 4.4% of GDP in the Ju-
ly-September quarter, up from 
2.2% in the April-June quarter 
and sharply higher from 1.3% 
a year earlier as a result of ris-
ing prices for imported fuel and 
commodities and a weak rupee.

In the medium term, the In-
dian economy can grow by an 
average of 6.5%, the survey 
said.

Indians voice support for 
beleagured billionaire
Reuters
New Delhi

Many Indians yesterday 
voiced their support for 
Gautam Adani as the 

school dropout-turned-billion-
aire sealed a $2.5bn share sale in 
the face of criticism from a US 
short-seller.

“IndiaStandsWithAdani” was 
among the top trending hashtags 
on Twitter in response to losses 
totalling $65bn for Adani group 
stocks since last week’s Hinden-
burg Research report, which 
fl agged concerns over its debt 
levels and use of tax havens.

“I am proud of my country’s 
billionaire. Indians will not get 
fooled...India will not bend 
in front of any foreign power,” 
tweeted Mukund Jethava, a 
member of the IT unit of the rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party in Gu-
jarat state.

Support online mirrored fi -
nancial backing for Adani En-

terprises, which despite having 
30% anchor bids for its share sale 
last week had only amassed 3% 
subscriptions by Monday in the 
public off ering, amid concerns it 
could fail.

But in the event, the 60-year-
old’s fi rm managed to seal the 
deal before the market closed 
yesterday, thanks to support of 
corporate and institutional in-
vestors, even though the price 
Adani Enterprises stock was low-
er than the share sale off er.

Although smaller retail inves-
tors did not bid as much, posts 
with hashtags online included 
‘IndiaINCSupportsAdani’ and 
#AdaniFPOFullySubscribed and 
were among the top trending on 
the social media platform, prais-
ing the billionaire.

On Sunday, Adani issued a 
detailed rebuttal to Hinden-
burg, calling the short-seller’s 
research report a “calculated at-
tack on India, the independence, 
integrity and quality of Indian 
institutions, and the growth sto-

ry and ambition of India”.
Hindenburg has said Adani’s 

response largely confi rmed its 
fi ndings and “ignored” its key 
questions, adding that it “found 
Adani’s lack of direct and trans-
parent answers” on the allega-
tions of use of off shore entities 
“telling”.

Adani Group’s CFO, Jug-
eshinder Singh, has likened the 
participation of Indian investors 
in the recent sell-off  to the colo-
nial-era Jallianwala Bagh massa-
cre by British offi  cials.

Asked why the market believed 
the Hindenburg report, Adani’s 
CFO had said: “In Jallianwala 
Bagh, only one Englishman gave 
an order, and Indians fi red on 
other Indians...So am I surprised 
by the behaviour of some fellow 
Indians? No.”

Twitter buzzed with various 
memes questioning the Hinden-
burg report yesterday, and other 
praised the performance of the 
Adani group after the secondary 
share sale was fully subscribed.

Bollywood actors John Abraham (left), Deepika Padukone 
and Shah Rukh Khan pose during a media event of their 
Hindi-language film Pathaan in Mumbai. Superstar Khan 
thanked fans after his new film Pathaan smashed Indian 
box off ice records following its release last week, bringing 
hope to Bollywood after a spate of weak showings.

Smash hit

UK police chiefs apologised to the victims of 
the 1989 Hillsborough football disaster as they 
unveiled plans for “essential reform”, including 
measures to prevent evidence being lost or 
destroyed. Ninety-seven Liverpool fans lost their 
lives in a crush at the stadium in Sheff ield, with 
police chiefs admitting yesterday that “policing 
got it badly wrong”. “Policing has profoundly failed 
those bereaved by the Hillsborough disaster over 
many years and we are sorry that the service got it 
so wrong,” said Andy Marsh, CEO of the College of 
Policing. “Police failures were the main cause of the 
tragedy and have continued to blight the lives of 
family members ever since.” 

The boss of a clock-making company in India, who 
police said was the main accused in the collapse 
of a colonial-era footbridge last year that killed 135 
people, surrendered before a court yesterday, a 
top police off icial said. The 145-year-old suspension 
bridge in the town of Morbi in the western state 
of Gujarat was packed with sightseers when it 
collapsed on October 30, plunging hundreds 
into the Machchhu river below. It had reopened 
just days before, following months-long repairs. 
Police had issued an arrest warrant this month 
for Jaysukh Patel, the managing director of Oreva 
Group. The company, known for making clocks and 
electrical products, was managing the bridge.

Nigeria’s former deputy senate president and 
his wife appeared in a London court yesterday 
ahead of their trial for organ harvesting, but his 
accused daughter was unable to attend as she 
is in hospital. Ike Ekweremadu, 60, appeared at 
the Old Bailey court wearing a grey tracksuit 
top, speaking only to say “Yes, miss” when asked 
to confirm his name. He is accused along with 
his wife Beatrice, daughter Sonia and a doctor 
of bringing a 21-year-old man from Nigeria to 
have his kidney removed. Prosecutors said the 
defendants allegedly planned to have a kidney 
removed from the man so that it could be given 
to Sonia.

India’s gold consumption in 2022 fell 3% from a 
year earlier, as a rally in local prices to near-record 
highs curtailed bullion demand during the key 
December quarter, the World Gold Council (WGC) 
said yesterday. Lower consumption in the world’s 
second-biggest gold buyer could weigh on global 
prices, but help in bringing down India’s trade 
deficit and support the ailing rupee. India’s gold 
consumption declined to 774 tonnes last year 
as demand dropped 20% to 276.1 tonnes in the 
December quarter, the WGC said in a report. In 
the March 2023 quarter, gold consumption could 
improve on the back of a pick-up in rural demand 
amid elevated prices of summer-sown crops.

Apple-supplier Jabil Inc’s India unit has begun 
making components for AirPods in the country 
and is shipping plastic bodies or enclosures for 
AirPods to China and Vietnam, Bloomberg News 
reported, citing people familiar with the matter.
The move marks another step in Apple’s plans 
to shift its manufacturing away from China amid 
rising trade and geopolitical tensions between 
Beijing and Washington. The iPhone maker wants 
India to account for up to 25% of its production, 
from about 5-7% now. Apple has bet big on India 
since it began iPhone assembly in the country in 
2017, in line with the Indian government’s push for 
local manufacturing.

Police unveil reforms years
after Hillsborough disaster

Main accused in India
bridge collapse surrenders

Nigerian senator in UK court
accused of organ harvesting

India’s 2022 gold 
consumption drops 3%

Apple’s India supplier 
making parts for export
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Princess launches Shaping Us campaign

Catherine, Princess of Wales, speaks with students on the Childhood Studies programme at the University of Leeds yesterday. The Princess of Wales is undertaking 
engagements in London and Leeds this week as part of the launch of the Shaping Us campaign to raise awareness of the unique importance of early childhood.

Reuters
Mumbai

India’s rice exports in 2022 
jumped to a record high de-
spite the government’s curbs 

on overseas sale, as buyers con-
tinued to make purchases from 
the South Asian country because 
of competitive prices, according 
to government and industry of-
fi cials.

The record exports allowed 
Asian and African countries to 
import the staple at a time when 
supplies of wheat and other 
grains were hit by drought and 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

India, the world’s biggest 
rice exporter, in September 
banned exports of broken rice 
and slapped a 20% export tax 
on some non-basmati varieties 
as erratic monsoon cut produc-
tion.

India’s rice exports in 2022 
rose 3.5% from a year ago to 
22.26mn tonnes, or more than 
the combined exports of the next 
four largest exporters Thailand, 

Vietnam, Pakistan and US, a top 
government offi  cial said.

He declined to be named as he 
was not authorised to speak with 
media.

“Exports fell after govern-
ment imposed the export duty, 
but very soon exports revived. In 
December, India managed to ex-
port more than 2mn tonnes,” the 
offi  cial said yesterday.

In 2022, non-basmati rice 
shipments stood at 17.86mn 
tonnes, while premium basmati 
rice exports were 4.4mn tonnes, 
the offi  cial added.

India exports non-basmati 
rice mainly to Africa and Asia, 
while basmati rice goes to the 
Middle East, the US and Britain.

An export duty on Indian non-
basmati rice shipments spiked 
prices but buyers soon returned, 
as Thailand and Vietnam were 
off ering rice at an even higher 
price, said Nitin Gupta, vice 
president of Olam India’s rice 
business.

Indian rice is the cheapest and 
that’s why exports would remain 
strong in 2023, he said.

Curbs fail to stop India’s
booming rice exports



A year into the war, Germany 
is suddenly set to deliver 14 
Leopard 2 tanks. The decision 
signals a stunning reversal of 

a longstanding, and obsessively upheld, 
principle of German foreign policy: no 
off ensive hardware for Ukraine; we Ger-
mans can’t aff ord to rile the Russians.

Initially, Germany sent only helmets 
and body armour to Ukrainians battling 
the Russian invaders. As pressure 
from Germany’s allies and Ukrainians 
rose, more serious stuff  was dribbled 
out bit by bit: artillery, shoulder-fi red 
anti-tank missiles, armoured personnel 
carriers, fl ak panzers and short-range 
rockets. But battle tanks were strictly 
verboten. Deemed off ensive weapons, 
these would supposedly expose 
Germany to Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s fury. So, it was “nein” for a 
whole year. Now, German-made tanks 
will be rolling into Ukraine.

What is behind this stunning volte-
face? Has Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s 
government fi nally grasped that there is 
more at stake than moral obligation to 
the victims of Russia’s genocidal war?

Stopping and reversing Russia’s 
westward drive is a fundamental 
strategic interest. If Putin wins this war, 
he will unhinge a 77-years old European 
order based on restraint, deterrence, 
and a slew of peace-minded treaties. 
He will be emboldened to go for more 
and intimidate the rest of Europe. 
That’s what imperial powers do when 
aggrandisement beckons.

Such compelling logic, alas, does 
not crack the puzzle of Germany’s 
new-found resolve. Nor is the country 

stepping up to its responsibility as 
Europe’s richest and most populous 
country. Transatlantic haggling – and 
“follow the real leader,” the United 
States – is a better explanation.

For months, Scholz had sheltered 
behind US President Joe Biden’s 
refusal to dispatch America’s M1A1 
Abrams tank. The chancellor’s mantra 
was “kein Alleingang” – no going 
it alone. So, behind the scenes, the 
wrangling unfolded. If Mr Big did not 
go, Germany wouldn’t provoke Russia’s 
modern-day czar.

In the end, Biden relented, even 
though the Abrams tank may not be 
ideal for combat in Eastern Europe. 
It is said to be too heavy for the soft 
Ukrainian terrain, and it requires 
complex resupply – for example, it 
runs on jet fuel, not diesel – and highly 
trained maintenance personnel.

But these are convenient 
technicalities beloved by critics of 
the deal. What really counted was 
the symbolism. The US commitment 
reassures Germany, which, since the 
launch of then-Chancellor Willy 
Brandt’s Ostpolitik in the 1970s, had 
tried to position itself on the Kremlin’s 
good side. That is why German 
governments kept clinging to Nord 
Stream 2, the pipeline that would 
bring Russian gas directly to Germany, 
circumventing Ukraine and Poland. 
(Until the war, Russia accounted for 55% 
of Germany’s gas imports.)

With US tanks coming, Germany 
can spread the risk of Russian 
retaliation. But angst about that risk 
should not be overblown. Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov dismissed 
the US decision. The US and German 
tanks were “clearly overrated” and 
would “burn like all others.”

So, Scholz’s gambit worked: you do 
for me, and I will do for Kyiv. He loves 
to quote from the famous 1945 musical 
Carousel: You will never walk alone. 
This is the real point of Germany’s 
not-so-grand strategy. There is safety 
in numbers. You must never graze 
alone.

Those who think that Germany will 
fi nally overcome its herd instincts will 
have to wait. The nation that went to 
the gates of Moscow in World War II 
has become as aggressive as a cuddly 
cat. Its postwar makeover enabled 
peace and prosperity for itself and the 
rest of Europe, which no longer had to 
fear Teutonic imperialism. Why shed 
Germany’s much-invoked “culture of 
reticence” now?

The answer is simple: reality 
changed brutally when Putin 
attempted to seize Kyiv last February, 
and currently he is readying massive 
reinforcements for a spring off ensive. 
Russia’s aggression has also changed 
German public opinion. Majorities 
favour arms transfers to Ukraine. So do 
the Greens, Scholz’s coalition partners. 
Yesterday’s dyed-in-the wool pacifi sts 
have practically turned into a war 
party. To paraphrase Samuel Johnson: 
Nothing concentrates the mind better 
than an existential threat.

So, give credit where credit is 
due. Germany has abandoned Nord 
Stream 2. It has joined ever-harsher 
sanctions against Russia. It ranks far 
ahead of France in the list of countries 
supplying Ukraine with cash and 
weapons. It has pledged an additional 
€100bn ($109bn) for the Bundeswehr, 
an army that for three decades has 
excelled at cutting manpower and 
equipment. Since the last Russian 
soldier left Eastern Europe in 1994, 

Germany’s tank force has shrunk from 
3,000 to a bit more than 300.

Still, Germany’s blissful experience 
as a “power of peace” (Friedensmacht) 
will discourage the country from 
ditching its time-honoured strategy. 
It was just too comfortable to run with 
a herd led and protected by the US. In 
the tank drama, the US had to move 
fi rst so that Germany could follow. 
Clausewitz, who famously preached 
the fusion of diplomacy and force, does 
not live here anymore.

It matters little that the European 
Union and the United Kingdom add 
up to the second-largest economy in 
the world and have a population three 
times larger than Russia’s. America’s 
role remains as decisive as ever. When 
president Barack Obama badmouthed 
Europe’s “free riders” and Donald 
Trump called Nato “obsolete,” Putin 
must have taken notes – and then 
miscalculated badly. Under Biden, the 
American sheriff is back in town at the 
head of an expanding Western posse. 
Even eternally neutral Finland and 
Sweden are pushing into Nato.

How long this allied unity will last if 
the war remains undecided is another 
story. We know only how wars begin, 
not how they end, until they do. For 
now, let’s doff  our hats to Biden and 
Scholz. Both were loath to send tanks, 
but they hashed out the right deal. May 
the new armour arrive in time – before 
Putin unleashes his spring off ensive.  

                                       — Project Syndicate

 Josef Joffe, a member of the 
editorial council of Die Zeit, is a 
fellow at the Hoover Institution and 
teaches international politics at the 
Johns Hopkins School of Advanced 
International Studies.

Just as 2022 has been perhaps the most turbulent year investors 
have ever seen for the cryptocurrency market, the latest meltdown has 
delivered a series of shocks, shaking the foundations of digital assets.

Here’s the grant narrative: Trillions of dollars wiped off  world 
stocks, bond market tantrums, whip-sawing currency and 
commodities, and the collapse of a few crypto empires.

After peaking in November 2021, crypto assets suff ered a $2.2tn 
wipe-out in the following 12 months, with their combined market 
value tumbling by 73%, according to data from tracker CoinGecko. 

In the past, such collapses — also known as “crypto winters” — 
were triggered by events within the industry itself, such as the failure 
of an exchange or a regulatory crackdown. 

But the latest one began with something external: Central banks 
hiking interest rates to combat a post-pandemic surge in infl ation, 
which reduced investor appetite for riskier assets including crypto.

And that has exploded the idea that crypto enjoys a similar status to 
gold as a refuge in times of economic uncertainty by being decoupled 
from the fortunes of traditional fi nancial assets. 

It’s also turned out that the 
crypto rally of 2021 was built 
on shaky foundations because 
many investors borrowed 
heavily to wager on digital 
coins and projects, often using 
other crypto as collateral. That 
interconnectedness spread the 
impact of high-profi le failures.

The biggest crypto explosion 
involved a so-called algorithmic 
stablecoin called TerraUSD 
— a digital token whose value 

was meant to be pegged to the US dollar through the use of a parallel 
currency, Luna. 

In November, there was yet another shock: the implosion of star 
entrepreneur Sam Bankman-Fried’s crypto empire, including one of 
the biggest digital-asset exchanges, FTX. 

The implosion of FTX and subsequent failure of Genesis 
underscored the dangers of contagion, in which problems in one 
corner of the industry spread fast and in unexpected ways, triggering 
huge losses elsewhere. 

Now, have a look at the fl ipside of the narrative.
Coin prices have jumped across the board in recent weeks, just 

months after an industrywide meltdown that prompted sceptics to 
dust off  predictions for the demise of the embryonic asset class. 

And Bitcoin — the pre-eminent cryptocurrency, which lost 60% of 
its value in 2022 — is set for its best January since 2013 on bets that 
monetary tightening and the crypto-sector crisis are both ebbing.

The largest token is up 40% since the turn of the year, a fi rst-
month gain bettered only twice before when crypto was in its infancy, 
according to a Bloomberg report. 

Despite all that’s gone wrong in the industry, the world’s largest 
fi nancial giants are hoping to expand in crypto — not shrink.

They’re pushing ahead with projects in blockchain, the digital 
scaff olding that logs transactions.

From BNY Mellon — which launched a crypto custody platform 
one month before Bankman-Fried’s FTX fi led for bankruptcy — to 
mutual-fund giant Fidelity Investments, BlackRock Inc and Nomura 
Holdings Inc, members of the Wall Street establishment are planning 
for a future in digital-assets.

Crypto was invented in the wake of the 2008 global fi nancial 
crisis, which eroded trust in traditional institutions. But the string 
of scandals in 2022 raises what amounts to an existential question of 
whether crypto can be trusted, either. 

Over the years, the fi nancial world has been growing warier of the 
highly volatile digital currencies. 

Amid the regular boom-and-bust cycles, longer term, regulatory 
scrutiny of the highly-volatile cryptocurrency market is set to get wider. 

Going forward, tougher regulation may eventually make crypto 
a more stable and respectable investment. What’s not clear is how 
much of the industry can withstand the kind of scrutiny that’s going 
to evolve.
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Crypto meltdowns 
shake foundations 
of digital assets

Aft er peaking in 
November 2021, 
crypto assets 
suff ered a $2.2tn 
wipe-out in the 
following 12 
months

Reluctant Germany 
comes to the party 
By Josef Joff e
Hamburg

MANTRA: German Chancellor Olaf Scholz loves to quote from the famous 1945 musical Carousel: You will never walk alone. (Reuters file photo)

With US tanks 
coming, Germany 

can spread the risk of 
Russian retaliation. 

But angst about that 
risk should not be 

overblown. Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry 

Peskov dismissed 
the US decision. 

The US and German 
tanks were “clearly 

overrated” and 
would “burn like 

all others”
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In Norway’s icy seas, freediver dances with killer whales

Gliding stealthily through Norway’s frigid Arctic waters, world champion freediver 
Arthur Guerin-Boeri defies the glacial temperatures and darkness to rub shoulders 
with one of the most fearsome sea predators — killer whales.
A fin emerges from the gloomy depths off  the island of Spildra in the Scandinavian 
country’s far north. The glimpse is all Guerin-Boeri was waiting for.
The Frenchman is a holder of multiple world records in freediving under ice, but he 
hopes to push the perception of freediving beyond sport and performance.
The Frenchman takes a deep breath and plunges more than 15m through the icy 
waters of Kvaenangen Fjord to watch the whales, which come to the area to hunt 
herring.
“I’m in the water next to two super-predators that accept me. It’s majestic,” the 
38-year-old told AFP after his first such dive with the mammals.
“They move in a synchronised way, in a kind of ballet. I’d like to follow them but it’s 
impossible, they move too fast and rapidly leave me behind,” he added.
Guerin-Boeri prepares for his dives beside a fire as he shelters from the unforgiving 
weather in a traditional Norwegian hut made from wood and covered with earth 
and grass.

Guerin-Boeri, a five-time world champion in the dynamic apnea category of 
competitive freediving, can swim more than 100m underwater and hold his breath 
for several minutes.
On this dive, his main goal was simply to contemplate an awe-inspiring creature 
and pursue “the excitement of making a discovery”.
The dives, he said, are “about 30 seconds, no more.”
He spent a week diving from snowy Spildra, a tiny island above the Arctic Circle, but 
a violent storm delayed his quest to meet the killer whales by several days.
Despite the poor visibility and the Arctic winds that push the temperature of the 
sea water below freezing, Guerin-Boeri said the dives were an “unforgettable 
memory”.
“In this environment, you forget the fatigue, the cold, the apprehension. And when 
I reach the surface to breathe again, there are ice-covered cliff s around me... you’re 
surrounded by beauty,” he said.
“I want to return to the essence of freediving: the exploration of the undersea 
world, making discoveries, and I have been given a treat,” he enthused -- so much 
so that he is already planning to return to Spildra next winter.

Five times freediving World Champion France’s Arthur Guerin-Boeri warms up prior to the dive in the deep to spot Orcas (Killer Whales), in the Spildra Island
northern Arctic Circle. Right: Guerin-Boeri swims next to an Orca in the Arctic Ocean, which is at +3C as the air temperature is -4C at this time of the year during the 
polar nights. (AFP)

Rights group alleges 
Ukraine using 
banned mines
AFP
Paris

Human Rights Watch yes-
terday accused Ukraine 
of using banned anti-

personnel landmines against in-
vading Russian forces, saying al-
most 50 civilians, including fi ve 
children, had been wounded.

Ukraine’s defence ministry 
insisted the army upholds its 
treaty obligations against mines, 
but will not comment on the 
types of weapons used until the 
war ends.

Distributed by rocket across a 
target area, the tiny PFM mines 
are also known as “butterfl y” or 
“petal” mines for their distinc-
tive shape.

“Ukrainian forces appear to 
have extensively scattered land-
mines” around the Izyum area in 
the northeast, HRW arms expert 
Steve Goose said.

Russian forces held Izyum 
between April and early Sep-
tember, when Kyiv retook it in a 
counter-off ensive.

“Russian forces have repeat-
edly used anti-personnel mines 
and committed atrocities across 
the country, but this doesn’t 
justify Ukrainian use of these 
prohibited weapons,” Goose 
said.

Spokesman for the UN sec-
retary-general Farhan Haq said 
in New York, “It’s clear that 
when there’s any chance that 
armaments are being used that 
caused such casualties, that this 
(should) be fully investigated, 
and so we would encourage that 
to happen.” Ukraine is a signa-
tory to the 1997 Mine Ban Treaty 
and destroyed much of its Soviet 
stock by 2020.

But in 2021 — the year before 
the Russian attack — Kyiv re-
ported to the UN that over 3.3mn 
PFM mines contained in artillery 

rockets were yet to be destroyed. 
HRW said its researchers on the 
ground saw physical evidence 
of such rockets and traces of 
the mines in the Izyum area, as 
well as speaking to witnesses 
who had themselves encoun-
tered mines, knew someone who 
was injured, or had been warned 
about the weapons.

“Healthcare workers said that 
they treated nearly 50 civilians, 
including at least fi ve children, 
who were apparently injured 
from anti-personnel mines,” 
HRW said.

“About half of the injuries in-
volved traumatic amputations 
of the foot or lower leg, inju-
ries consistent with PFM blast 
mines”.

“Ukraine should recommit 
to the Mine Ban Treaty’s strict 
prohibitions, open an investi-
gation into the recent appar-
ent use of PFM anti-personnel 
mines, hold those responsible 
to account, and take steps to 
secure and destroy its stocks of 
antipersonnel mines,” the rights 
group said, also urging Russia to 
end their use.

HRW said it presented the 
Ukrainian authorities with a 
summary of the fi ndings in No-
vember.

Deputy Defence Minister Ole-
ksandr Polishchuk replied but 
did not provide direct answers to 
the allegations, it added.

But he said: “Ukraine is a re-
liable member of the interna-
tional community, and it fully 
commits to all international ob-
ligations in the sphere of mine 
usage. This includes the non-
use of anti-personnel mines in 
the war.”

Ukraine authorities could not 
comment on the types of weap-
ons used “before the end of the 
war and the restoration of our 
sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity”.

Pak blast that killed 100 was ‘revenge against police’
AFP
Peshawar

A suicide blast at a mosque inside 
a Pakistan police headquarters 
was a targeted revenge attack, 

a police chief said yesterday, as rescue 
eff orts ended with the death toll stand-
ing at 100.

Between 300 and 400 policemen 
had gathered for afternoon prayers at 
the compound’s mosque on Monday in 
the provincial capital Peshawar when 
an entire wall and most of the roof were 
blown out, showering rubble on offi  c-
ers.

“We are on the frontline taking ac-
tion against militants and that is why 
we were targeted,” city police chief 
Mohamed Ijaz Khan told AFP.

“The purpose was to demoralise us 
as a force.”

Yesterday evening rescuers fi nally 
ended a marathon operation which saw 
them pry survivors and corpses out of 
the wreck of the mosque, rushing those 
who could be saved to hospitals.

Low-level militancy, often targeting 
security checkpoints, has been steadily 
rising in the areas near Peshawar that 
border Afghanistan since the Taliban 

seized control of Kabul in August 2021.
The assaults are claimed mostly by 

the Pakistani Taliban, as well as the 
local chapter of the Islamic State, but 
mass casualty attacks remain rare.

The head of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
province police force, Moazzam Jah 
Ansari, told reporters that a suicide 
bomber had entered the mosque as a 
guest, carrying 10-12kg (about 22-26 
pounds) of “explosive material in bits 
and pieces”.

He added that a militant group that 
was on-and-off  affi  liated with the Pa-
kistani Taliban could be behind the at-
tack.

Authorities are investigating how a 
major security breach could happen in 
one of the most tightly controlled ar-
eas of the city, housing intelligence and 
counter-terrorism bureaus, and next 
door to the regional secretariat.

Interior minister Rana Sanaullah 
told Pakistan’s national assembly the 
dead included 97 police offi  cers and 
three civilians, with 27 patients still in 
critical condition.

“I remained trapped under the rub-
ble with a dead body over me for seven 
hours. I had lost all hope of survival,” 
Wajahat Ali, a 23-year-old police con-
stable whose feet were broken, told 

AFP from hospital yesterday.
Survivor Shahid Ali said the explo-

sion took place seconds after the imam 
started prayers.

“I saw black smoke rising to the sky. 
I ran out to save my life,” the 47-year-
old police offi  cer told AFP.

Dozens of slain police offi  cers have 

already been buried in several mass 
prayer ceremonies, with coffi  ns lined 
up in rows and draped in the Pakistani 
fl ag while a guard of honour was per-
formed.

“Terrorists want to create fear by 
targeting those who perform the duty 
of defending Pakistan,” Prime Minister 

Shehbaz Sharif said in a statement.
In a statement, the Pakistani Taliban 

— separate from the Afghan Taliban 
but with a similar Islamist ideology — 
denied it was responsible for the latest 
blast.

Known as the Tehreek-e-Taliban 
Pakistan, it carried out a years-long 
wave of horrifi c violence after emerg-
ing in 2007 but recently has attempted 
to rebrand itself as a less brutal outfi t, 
claiming not to target places of wor-
ship.

But a security offi  cial in Peshawar, 
who asked not to be named, said yes-
terday that authorities were consid-
ering all possibilities including the 
involvement of a TTP splinter faction, 
the Islamic State or a co-ordinated at-
tack by several groups.

“Often in the past militant groups, 
including the TTP, that carry out at-
tacks in mosques do not claim them” 
because a mosque is considered a sa-
cred place, the offi  cial told AFP.

Pakistan was once plagued by al-
most daily bombings, but a major mili-
tary clearance operation which started 
in 2014 largely restored order.

Analysts say militants in the former 
tribal areas adjacent to Peshawar and 
bordering Afghanistan have become 

emboldened since the return of the Af-
ghan Taliban, with Islamabad accusing 
the new rulers of failing to secure their 
mountainous frontier.

“Terrorism has become a national 
security crisis for Pakistan again — as 
it was a decade ago — and it will worsen 
unless concerted action is taken to ad-
dress it,” Brookings Institution analyst 
Madiha Afzal told AFP.

Mass casualty attacks remain rela-
tively rare, with Islamic State claiming 
the most recent blast on a mosque in 
Peshawar last March that killed 64.

Provinces around the country an-
nounced they were on high alert after 
the blast, with checkpoints ramped 
up and extra security forces deployed, 
while in the capital Islamabad snipers 
were posted on buildings and at city 
entrance points.

The drastic security breach came on 
the day United Arab Emirates Presi-
dent Mohamed bin Zayed al-Nahyan 
had been due to visit Islamabad, al-
though the trip was cancelled at the 
last minute due to bad weather.

Pakistan is also hosting an Interna-
tional Monetary Fund delegation from 
yesterday as it works towards unlock-
ing a vital bailout loan to prevent a 
looming default.

Authorities use heavy machinery yesterday to clear the rubble and search for 
victims a day after the suicide blast in Peshawar. (AFP)

France up in arms against 
Macron’s pension reform
Reuters
Paris

Huge crowds marched 
across France yesterday 
to say “non” to Presi-

dent Emmanuel Macron’s plan 
to make people work longer 
before retirement, with pres-
sure in the streets intensifying 
against a government that says 
it will stand its ground.

Opinion polls show a sub-
stantial majority of the French 
oppose increasing the retire-
ment age to 64 from 62, a move 
Macron says is “vital” to ensur-
ing the viability of the pension 
system.

The French Interior minis-
try said that a total of 1.272mn 
people took part in the protests 
nationwide, up slightly from the 
fi rst nationwide demonstration 
on January 19. In Paris, a total of 
87,000 people marched, com-
pared to 80,000 on January 19, 
it added.

“It’s better than on the 19th. 
... It’s a real message sent to 
the government, saying we 
don’t want the 64 years,” Lau-
rent Berger, who leads CFDT, 
France’s largest union, said 
ahead of the Paris march.

Union leaders at a joint news 
conference at the end of the 
march said they would organise 
more strikes and demonstra-
tions against the reform on Feb-
ruary 7 and 11.

Marching behind banners 

reading “No to the reform” or 
“We won’t give up,” many said 
they would take to the streets as 
often as needed for the govern-
ment to back down.

“For the president, it’s easy. 
He sits in a chair ... he can work 
until he’s 70, even,” bus driver 
Isabelle Texier said at a protest 
in Saint-Nazaire on the Atlantic 
coast. “We can’t ask roof layers 
to work until 64, it’s not possi-
ble.”

Striking workers disrupt-
ed French refi nery deliveries, 
public transport and schools, 
even if, in several sectors, fewer 
walked off  the job yesterday 
than on the 19th as a cost-of-
living crisis makes it harder to 
skip a day’s pay.

For unions, the challenge 

will be maintaining walkouts 
at a time when high infl ation is 
eroding salaries.

A union source said some 
36.5% of SNCF rail operator 
workers were on strike by mid-
day — down nearly 10% from 
January 19 — even if disruption 
to train traffi  c was largely simi-
lar.

On the rail networks, only one 
in three high-speed TGV trains 
were operating and even fewer 
local and regional trains. Serv-
ices on the Paris metro were 
thrown into disarray.

Utility group EDF said 40.3% 
of workers were on strike, down 
from 44.5%. The education 
ministry also said fewer teach-
ers walked off  their job.

Unions and companies at 

times disagreed on whether this 
strike was more or less success-
ful than the previous one. For 
TotalEnergies, fewer workers at 
its refi neries had downed tools, 
but the CGT said there were 
more.

In any case, French power 
supply was down by about 5% 
or 3.3 gigawatts (GW) as work-
ers at nuclear reactors and ther-
mal plants joined the strike, 
EDF data showed.

And TotalEnergies said de-
liveries of petroleum products 
from its French sites had been 
halted, but customers’ needs 
were met.

The government has said that 
pushing the retirement age to 
64 is “non-negotiable.”

And with the reform posing a 

test of Macron’s ability to push 
through change now that he 
has lost his working majority in 
parliament, some felt resigned 
amid bargaining with conserva-
tive opponents who are quite 
open to pension reform.

“There’s no point in going on 
strike. This bill will be adopted 
in any case,” said 34-year-old 
Matthieu Jacquot, who works in 
the luxury sector.

The pension system re-
form would yield an additional 
€17.7bn ($19.18bn) in annual 
pension contributions, ac-
cording to Labour Ministry es-
timates. Unions say there are 
other ways to raise revenue, 
such as taxing the super-rich 
or asking employers or well-off  
pensioners to contribute more.

A demonstrator holds a placard reading “Macron despising of the Republique” during a demonstration on a second day of nationwide 
strikes and protests over the government’s proposed pension reform, in Mulhouse, eastern France yesterday. Right: A protester kicks a tear 
gas canister during clashes with police on the Place Vauban at a rally in Paris. (AFP)

A journalist was among nearly two dozen people sentenced 
yesterday in Uzbekistan on charges related to fatal anti-regime 
protests in the former Soviet republic last year.
Authorities have said 21 people died during unrest sparked by 
planned reforms that would have undermined self-determination in 
the country’s republic of Karakalpakstan.
The violence in Nukus, the main city in Karakalpakstan, forced the 
Central Asian nation’s president, Shavkat Mirziyoyev, to make a 
rare about-face and scrap the proposal. Twenty-two people went 
on trial over the demonstrations on various charges, including 
“undermining constitutional order” and looting. All defendants either 
pleaded guilty or admitted to being guilty of some violations. Sixteen 
people were sentenced to jail terms of between three and 16 years, 
including the main defendant, journalist and lawyer Dauletmurat 
Tazhimuratov, who authorities say instigated the protests. He was 
sentenced to 16 years behind bars. Lolagul Kallykhanova, also 
a journalist and key figure in the trial, was handed a suspended 
sentence although prosecutors requested 11 years in prison.

Uzbekistan jails protesters over 
anti-regime demonstrations

The death toll from a boating accident in Pakistan over the weekend 
jumped to 51, police said yesterday, after a vessel overloaded with 
children capsized in the water.
Rescuers spent three days diving in freezing waters to recover the 
drowned bodies of 49 madrassa students, aged seven to 14 years, as 
well as one teacher and one skipper.
“The water of the dam was freezing due to cold weather that 
impeded the rescue mission. But today the divers were able to dive 
deep to recover the remaining bodies,” said Khateer Ahmad, a senior 
off icial of the Rescue 1122 service. “More than 25 divers took part in 
the rescue mission that includes the divers from the army.”

Death toll from boat capsize soars to 51
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Following tradition, Paris Saint-
Germain (PSG) recently unveiled 
their fourth kit by Jordan, which 

draws inspiration from the city of light 
itself – Paris.

“We had an idea of what to expect 
from PSG’s latest Jordan kit when 
Japanese retailer Atmos revealed items 
from the collection, showing off  a dark 
base with yellow lines spread through-
out,” PSG said in a press statement. 
“Now, we get to see it in all its glory 
on the PSG x Jordan 22/23 fourth kit, 
which has been offi  cially worn for the 
fi rst time in a friendly match versus 
Reims at the Parc des Princes on Janu-
ary 29.”

Innovative and daring, the jersey 
pays tribute to the city of light.

The black colour recalls the nights 
of big games at the Parc des Princes.

Crossed by yellow beams, whose ar-
rangements refl ect the capital’s most 
iconic monument – the Eiff el Tower, 
sitting proudly on the club emblem, 
gives an electric look conveying not 
only speed, but the view of the city 
from the sky at night.

The fourth kit will be accompanied 
by a lifestyle range made up of iconic 
Jordan Brand models, as already seen 
in the earlier Atmos reveal.

In addition to this reveal, Paris 
Saint-Germain and award-winning 
shopping emporium Qatar Duty Free 
have unveiled their newest store at 
Hamad International Airport (HIA).

“Few sports teams in the world boast 
the reach of Paris Saint-Germain. The 
Ligue 1 side continue to identify in-
novative approaches to further ce-
ment themselves as one of the most 
infl uential sports teams in the world, 
whether on or off  the fi eld,” the state-
ment noted.

The new PSG Store venue, adorned 
by light-emitting diode (LED) pillars, 
features an extensive product assort-
ment of ready-to-wear team jerseys, 
headwear, accessories, a full range of 
Nike and Jordan teamwear and one-

of-a-kind collaborations.
Located in the grand foyer of the 

HIA’s duty free shopping hall, this PSG 

Store is the ideal stop for PSG fans and 
travellers transiting between destina-
tions.

PSG release 4th kit by Jordan in PSG release 4th kit by Jordan in 
Qatar, open newest store at HIAQatar, open newest store at HIA

 

The new Paris Saint-Germain store at 
Hamad International Airport.

QSFA organises 8th Family Running Race
The Qatar Sports for All Federation (QSFA) 
held yesterday the eighth edition of the Family 
Running Race, the second in 2023 which comes 
as a continuation of the family race series that 
amounted to six races in 2022.
Held at Al Rayyan Park, the race brought together 
50 male and female contestants of diff erent age 
groups, including 30 children.
Ahead of the race that covered distances of 3km 
and 5km, the contestants performed light warm-

up exercises before taking up a range of sports 
activities, including tug-of-war, tennis, badminton, 
and football shooting.
Launched by the QSFA as part of a busy calendar, 
the race off ers a variety of events and sporting 
activities for citizens and residents.
It gathers family members in a one place for 
sport activities in a bid to achieve the federation’s 
message of creating a broader base of sport 
participation. – QNA

Katara – the Cultural Vil-
lage has announced the 
launch of the 3rd Katara 

International Exhibition for 
Kahraman from February 10-13, 

with the participation of sev-
eral Arab and foreign countries, 
international associations and 
organisations that specialise in 
amber, distributed in 75 pavil-
ions and exhibit platforms.

Katara general manager Prof 
Khalid bin Ibrahim al-Sulaiti 
said that the exhibition has be-
come a favourite destination for 
amber traders from all over the 
world.

He said that the festival re-
turns in its 3rd edition with the 
same strength as in its fi rst edi-
tion in January 2019, after it was 
suspended for two years because 
of the coronavirus (Covid-19) 
pandemic.

Prof al-Sulaiti noted that Ka-
tara has allocated a permanent 
headquarters for amber and 
organises training workshops 
under the supervision of inter-
national experts.

A laboratory for quality ex-
amination was established to 
examine everything related to 
quality, in co-operation and co-
ordination with international 
institutions that specialise in 
amber.

Director of Katara Interna-
tional Exhibition for Kahraman, 
Khalid Abdulrahim al-Sayed, 
said that the exhibition will see 
the participation of countries 
well-known for amber, or in-
terested in its trade, including 
Poland, Latvia, Lithuania, Ger-
many and Turkiye, as well as 
Arab countries.

The exhibition will feature a 
wide variety of valuable exhib-
its, such as artefacts, and amber 
stones.

This exhibition is the second 
largest international exhibition 
related to amber after the one 
held in Poland. – QNA

Under the patronage of His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani, the third edition of the Ka-

tara International Arabian Horse Festival (KI-
AHF 2023) will gallop into action at the spec-
tacular Katara waterfront at 3pm today.

The festival is being organised by Katara 
– the Cultural Village Foundation in co-op-
eration with Qatar Equestrian Federation and 
Qatar Racing and Equestrian Club.

It will continue until February 11.
The KIAHF 2023 is sponsored by Nasser 

Bin Khaled & Sons Holding (Diamond spon-
sor), Ahlibank (Exclusive Banking sponsor), 
Hairaat Jewellery (Diamond sponsor), Vo-
dafone (Telecom sponsor), Qatar Insurance 
Group (Platinum sponsor), Ali Bin Ali Luxury 
(Titanium sponsor), Qommunication (Social 
Media sponsor), and White Event (Social Me-
dia sponsor), besides other partners.

Already established as one of the most 
sought-after horse festival in the region and 
the world, the KIAHF includes the Arabian 
Peninsula Horse Championship (February 
1-4), the Arabian Horse Auction (February 

6) and the prestigious Title Show (February 
8-11).

The KIAHF 2023 carries a total prize mon-
ey of QR17,083,500 and has the participation 
of 18 countries, including those from the Arab 
region, Europe and the US.

“The pristine purebred Arabians show-
cased at the KIAHF are admired by passion-
ate connoisseurs, horse owners and breeders, 
and horse lovers,” Katara said in a statement, 
adding that the KIAHF is graced by several 
dignitaries.

The picturesque venue with Bedouin-style 
canopies by the sea at Katara Esplanade will 
see the best of Arabian purebreds being dis-
played over the next 11 days.

The opening day will see the start of the 
Arabian Peninsula Horse Championship for 
the qualifying categories for fi llies in four cat-
egories (Yearling fi llies – Class 1A & 1B, and 
Junior fi llies – Class 2A & 2B), from 3.30pm.

Six classes and their award ceremonies 
will take place tomorrow and on Friday, while 
Saturday will see the Arabian Peninsula Horse 
Championship for all categories.

There will be a light show and poetry con-
test.

As many as 481 of the fi nest purebred Ara-
bian horses from 18 countries are participat-
ing in the KIAHF 2023, while the Auction will 
see 23 of the fi nest purebreds.

The prestigious KIAHF 2023 Title Show 
has a prize money of QR13,990,000.

This is on top of other in-kind prizes.
The KIAHF 2023 Arabian Peninsula 

Horse Championship has a total prize of 
QR3,093,500 as well as plenty of other in-
kind prizes for various categories.

There will also be special prizes for “The 
Legend” (Senior category) – QR3mn; and a 
“Special Award” for the horse that has won in 
all categories since being a Yearling – QR2mn.

The KIAHF 2023 will have fun and enter-
tainment for families, including festival-
related activities such as live painting, horse 
arts exhibition, photo exhibition, pony ride, 
horse jigsaw puzzles, 3D painting, fi ne arts 
competition, storytelling about the legend of 
horses from Arabic heritage, Arabic musical 
instrumental (street art), and arts auction.

3rd edition of KIAHF set 
for sizzling start today

Katara is all set to host the sought-after event.

3rd Katara International Exhibition 
for Kahraman to be held this month

Prof Khalid bin Ibrahim 
al-Sulaiti
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