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appointed GCC
secretary-general

Jassim Mohamed al-Budaiwi,
currently Kuwait’s ambassador to
Washington, has been appointed

as the new Secretary-General of

the Co-operation Council for the
Arab States of the Gulf (GCC). He

will assume charge on Feb 1. Dr
Nayef Falah Mubarak al-Hajraf,

the outgoing secretary-general
welcomed al-Budaiwi, congratulating
him on his new appointment, wishing
him success in his new position.
Al-Budaiwi received his bachelors
degree from the University of Utah

in 1991. In 1992 he was appointed as
a diplomatic attache at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, in the office of the
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Foreign Affairs. In 1993 he obtained
a Diploma in Diplomatic Studies from
the University of Oxford. Al-Budaiwi
was honoured during a ceremony
held by ‘Soul City’ magazine and
‘NDN News’, when he was serving

as ambassador to Seoul, and was
awarded the ‘Best Ambassador’
award for his efforts in developing
relations between South Korea and
the State of Kuwait. (QNA)

FM stresses on security,
de-escalation inregion

HE the Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh
Mohamed bin Abdulrahman al-
Thani stressed the importance of
strengthening regional security and
de-escalation in the region, underling
that Qatar has always sought to create
a suitable environment for holding
additional negotiating rounds of the
nuclear agreement. The observation
came during a joint press conference
with Iran’s Minister of Foreign Affairs
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian in Tehran
yesterday. Page 2

QatarEnergy acquires
stake in 2 exploration
blocks in Lebanon

QatarEnergy has entered into
agreements with the government
of Lebanon, TotalEnergies and

Eni to become a partner in two
exploration blocks in offshore
Lebanon. Pursuant to the terms

of the agreements signed in

Beirut yesterday, QatarEnergy

will hold a 30% working interest

in the Exploration and Production
Agreements pertaining to Blocks 4
and 9, marking QatarEnergy’s first
exploration endeavour in Lebanon.
Business Page 1

51die in twin Pakistan
transport tragedies

At least 51 people were killed in two
separate transport accidents in western
Pakistan yesterday, when a bus plunged
off a bridge and a boat carrying a class
of children capsized. Forty-one are

so far confirmed dead after their bus
crashed into a ravine in Balochistan
province, while at least 10 students
died in the boating accident in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, officials said. Page 11

Adani says it made
all disclosures

India’s Adani Group issued a detailed
response yesterday to a Hindenburg
Research report that sparked a $48bn
rout in its stocks, saying it complies
with all local laws and had made
necessary regulatory disclosures. The
conglomerate led by Indian billionaire
Gautam Adani, said Hindenburg
report was intended to enable the
US-based short seller to book gains.
Business Page 3
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Blinken’s visit fails to
enthuse Palestinians

QNA
Doha

he volatile situation in the oc-

I cupied Palestinian territories,

specially in Jerusalem City,

casts a grim shadow on the antici-

pated tour of the US Secretary of State

Antony Blinken to the Middle East,

which began yesterday, and includes
Egypt, Israel and the West Bank.

Blinken’s visit to the occupied Je-
rusalem today will be the first visit
of a top American diplomat to Israel
since the government of Benjamin
Netanyahu assumed power, following
the visits of the American National
Security Advisor Jake Sullivan and
the Director of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency William Jo Burns, and
after the American and Israeli sides
launched the largest joint military
manoeuvres last Monday.

The American minister has been
planning for this trip for a long peri-
od, in pursuit of figuring out the poli-
cies of the new far-right Israeli oc-
cupation government. However, the
trip became urgent after the flaring of
violence in the occupied Palestinian
territories.

The trip comes amid a wave of at-
tacks unleashed by the Israeli occu-
pation against the Palestinian people,
where the latest attack on the Jenin
camp last Thursday resulted in the
martyrdom of 9 Palestinians, and in-
jury to several others.

In its response to the Jenin mas-
sacre, the Palestinian Authority an-
nouncedthat it had halted the security
coordination with Israel immediately,
and decided to resort to the Security
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Blinke speaks during his visit to
the American University in Cairo,
yesterday.

Council to implement the resolution
of international protection for the
Palestinian people under Chapter
VII, and demanded the ongoing in-
ternational commission of inquiry in
the Human Rights Council to come to
Palestine to investigate and refer its
findings regarding the responsibility
of the occupation for this massacre
to the International Criminal Court
(ICC), and the Security Council.

Spokesperson for the United States
Department of State said Blinken will
conduct consultations during the
trip, with respect to a combination
of the regional and international pri-
orities, including the war in Ukraine,
Iran file, the latest developments in
the occupied Palestinian territories,
safeguarding the two-state solution,
along with other topics.

He added that the US Secretary of
State will stress on the exigent need
for the two parties in Palestine to take
further steps, in pursuit of deescalat-
ing the tensions to put an end to the

Winners of ‘Sheikh Hamad Award’ honoured

E-%

US secretary
of state will try
to deescalate

Israeli-Palestinian
tensions, say
observers

violent cycle, in addition to maintain-
ing the status quo of Al-Agsa Mosque
in words and action.

Blinken’s visit comes at a time
when the Israeli occupation govern-
ment is pursuing far-right stances
and policies through escalating at-
tacks on Palestinians in the West
Bank and are trying to establish new
settlement outposts.

The Prime Minister of the Israeli
occupation government Benjamin
Netanyahu vowed that he would
strongly respond to the situation,
adding that the Israeli Cabinet would
provide more weapons to the Israelis.

The Secretary-General of the Pal-
estinian National Initiative Dr Mus-
tafa Barghouti held the occupation
government responsible for the es-
calation of violent acts, pointing out
that he expects nothing either from
Blinken’s visit, or the American ad-
ministration, warning that things are
moving to the direction of a full ex-
plosion.

He said that the Palestinians should
resort to uprising and resistance, indi-
cating that no body is going to protect
them from the brutality of the Israeli
occupation forces. To Page 7
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On behalf of His Highness the Father Amir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani, HE Sheikh Thani bin Hamad al-Thani
honoured the winners of the Sheikh Hamad Award for Translation and International Understanding, during a ceremony
held at The Ritz-Carlton, Doha yesterday evening. The ceremony was attended by a number of Sheikhs and ministers,
members of diplomatic missions accredited to the country, as well as writers, translators and researchers.
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Amir meets French minister
of economy and finance

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani met at Sheikh Abdullah
bin Jassim Majlis at the Amiri Diwan yesterday with Minister of Economy, Finance
and Industrial and Digital Sovereignty of the French Republic Bruno Le Maire
and his accompanying delegation, on the occasion of their visit to the country.
The meeting discussed aspects of co-operation between the two countries and
prospects for strengthening and developing them, especially in the fields of
investment, economy and industry, in addition to a number of topics of common

concern. (QNA) Page 2

‘Natural gas sector needs

upstream investment
worth $9.7tn by 2050’

pstream investment worth

l ' $9.7tn is required in the gas

sector up to 2050, Doha-head-

quartered Gas Exporting Countries

Forum said in its ‘Annual Global Gas
Outlook 2050’

By 2050, energy demand is expected
to rise by 22% while the share of natu-
ral gas in the energy mix will go up to
26%.

During the review period, natural
gas supply will increase by 36% while
natural gas trade will expand by more
than a third, led by LNG, which will
overtake pipeline trade by 2026.

Global GDP will more than dou-
ble, from $95tn today to $210tn in real

terms by 2050. Population growth will
see 1.8bn additional people in 2050
with most of this rise taking place in
Africa and the Asia Pacific.

Mohamed Hamel, secretary-gen-
eral, GECF, emphasised that all en-
ergy sources and technologies will be
required to satisfy the world’s grow-
ing energy needs, while improving air
quality and reducing greenhouse gas
emissions.

The outlook was launched in the
presence of the 2023 President of the
GECF, Gabriel M Obiang Lima, Min-
ister of Mines and Hydrocarbons,
Republic of Equatorial Guinea, yes-
terday.

Freestyle Kite World Cup begins at Fuwairit Beach tomorrow

Cup 2023 will launch this year’s Qatar Air-
ways GKA Kite World Tour at Fuwairit Kite
Beach from tomorrow (January 31) to February 4.

The event is free to watch for visitors, who will
be treated to an exhilarating display of freestyle
kiting, which focuses on big air tricks, loops and
jumps. The competition’s prize pool ensures that
some of the world’s best kitesurfers are confirmed
to attend, including men’s world number one Gi-
anmaria Coccoluto and female world number one
Mikaili Sol.

Qatar Tourism chairman and Qatar Airways
Group Chief Executive HE Akbar al-Baker said:
“As the Official Tourism Partner of the Global
Kitesports Association (GKA) Kite World Tour,
Qatar Tourism welcomes GKA’s athletes and fans
and invites them to enjoy an incredible event held
at a state-of-the-art facility.

“We're thrilled that the Visit Qatar GKA Free-

The Visit Qatar GKA Freestyle Kite World

i

style Kite World Cup 2023 is coming to Qatar, fol-
lowing the huge success of the FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022, as Qatar is quickly becoming a key
destination for sports travel. This incredible event
will only continue to build on that momentum.”
The news follows last year’s announcement

Visitors will be treated to an exhilarating display of freestyle kiting. PICTURES: Qatar Tourism

that Qatar Tourism has become the Official
Tourism Partner of the GKA Kite World Tour for
three years, with Qatar Airways becoming the
GKA Kite World Tour’s Title Partner and Official
Airline.

Fuwairit Kite Beach is one of Qatar’s most ex-

citing new attractions and an upcoming global
kitesurfing hotspot. The resort, which opened
to guests in October last year and is designed to
reflect the laidback kitesurfing lifestyle, sits on
white sands beside a shallow enclosed lagoon that
enjoys consistent winds and warm, flat water -
perfect conditions for kitesurfing.

In addition to hosting large-scale competitions
and events, Fuwairit Kite Beach offers accom-
modation and lessons for kitesurfing enthusiasts,
from those who are new to the sport through to
seasoned professionals.

The Visit Qatar GKA Freestyle Kite World Cup
Finals 2023 will also be held in Qatar at the end
of the year. GKA Kite World Tour CEO, Dr J6érgen
Vogt, said: “The GKA Kite World Tour crew are
thrilled to be able to open up the 2023 season with
a super competitive Freestyle event at a fantastic,
new and exciting location such as Fuwairit Kite
Beach Resort in Qatar. To Page 7
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Al-Sulaiti meets French minister

Industrial and Digital Sovereignty Bruno Le Maire. They discussed bilateral relations in various areas of transport
and ways to develop and enhance co-operation to broaden horizons, particularly the use of digital technologies
related to transport services. The meeting was attended by French ambassador to Qatar Jean-Baptiste Faivre and
the delegation accompanying the French minister. (QNA)

Qatari women’s role in
nation’s development hailed

QNA
Algiers

E the Deputy Speaker of the
HShura Council Dr Hamda bint

Hassan al-Sulaiti has under-
lined that Qatari women are contrib-
uting effectively to the country’s de-
velopment, and assuming major roles
in the achievement of Qatar National
Vision 2030 and its strategies.

HE Dr al-Sulaiti, who participated
in the 10th Conference of the Muslim
Women Parliamentarians, which was
held within the framework of the 17th
Session of the Parliamentary Union of
the OIC Member States Conference
(PUIC) in Algiers, emphasised the
great attention paid by the wise lead-
ership of Qatar to promote and ad-
vance the role of women to become a
real partner in the comprehensive de-

P
HE the Deputy Speaker of the Shura
Council Dr Hamda bint Hassan
al-Sulaiti attends the 10th

Conference of the Muslim Women
Parliamentarians in Algiers.

velopment, noting that Qatari women
have achieved a prominent presence in
various fields, and have assumed ad-
ministrative, executive and leadership
positions in various sectors.

She highlighted Her Highness
Sheikha Moza bint Nasser’s contribu-
tion to promoting the role of women
in the Qatari society and making them
one of the pillars of development in
the country.

She affirmed that Qatari women
enjoy all their rights, and enjoy the
care and attention of the State which
has been keen on providing women
with educational opportunities from
primary stages to postgraduate lev-
els, whether inside or outside the
country.

HE the Deputy Speaker also
praised the pivotal role of Palestin-
ian women in resisting the occupa-
tion and their contributions in sup-
porting the Palestinian cause, and
stressed the need to provide support
and protection for them in light of
the injustice and persecution the
Palestinian people have been facing.
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HE the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman al-Thani met yesterday in
Tehran with Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian. During the meeting, they discussed bilateral ties, and ways
to develop them, especially in economic and trade exchange. The two sides also touched on regional and international

developments, particularly the developments in the Russian-Ukrainian crisis. (QNA)

FM underlines need to
strengthen security,
de-escalation in region
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E the Deputy Prime Minister
Hand Minister of Foreign Af-

fairs Sheikh Mohamed bin Ab-
dulrahman al-Thani has stressed the
importance of strengthening regional
security and de-escalation in the re-
gion, underlining that Qatar has always
sought to create a suitable environ-
ment for holding additional negotiat-
ing rounds of the nuclear agreement.

In a joint press conference with Ira-
nian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian in Tehran yesterday, HE
Sheikh Mohamed noted the impor-
tance of strengthening economic and
trade co-operation with Iran, pointing
out that the two countries have several
commonalities, most notably religion
and culture.

He stressed that Qatar is always
looking forward to strengthening its
relations with all countries of the re-
gion. On the Russian-Ukrainian cri-
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sis, HE Sheikh Mohamed called on all
parties to exercise restraint, resolve
the dispute through dialogue and dip-
lomatic means, settle international
disputes by peaceful means, and not
take action that would lead to further
escalation.

He also affirmed Qatar’s position and
keenness on the Charter of the United
Nations and the established principles
of international law, including obliga-
tions under the Charter to settle inter-
national disputes by peaceful means,
and commitment to the sovereignty,
independence and territorial integrity
of states.

HE Sheikh Mohamed reiterated
Qatar’s condemnation of some coun-
tries’ allowance to infringe on the Holy
Qur’an under the pretext of freedom
of expression, warning that these pro-
vocative acts reinforce hate speech, Is-
lamophobia, and division, and stressed
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that Islam encourages peaceful coex-
istence.

For his part, the Iranian foreign min-
ister said that his country has received
messages from the parties participat-
ing in the nuclear agreement through
Qatar. He appreciated Qatar’s positive
role in bringing the parties back to the
nuclear agreement and in reaching a
fruitful agreement, noting that Qatar
has made commendable efforts and is
playing an effective role in the talks on
Ukraine. The Iranian minister said dia-
logue is the best way to resolve differ-
ences in the region, stressing that Iran
welcomes a regional dialogue.

He indicated that there is a great de-
velopment in Iran’s relations with its
neighbours in the Gulf region. He de-
nounced the Israeli violations that led
to the death of alarge number of Pales-
tinians, praising in this context the role
of the Palestinian resistance. (QNA)

Shura Council deputy speaker meets
Jordan, Moroccan and OIC officials

E the Deputy Speaker of the
HShu.ra Council Dr Hamda bint
Hassan al-Sulaiti met sepa-
rately yesterday with the Speaker of
the Jordan Lower House Ahmad Safadi,
and the Deputy Speaker of the Moroc-
can House of Representatives Moham-
ed Ouzzine, on the sidelines of the 17th
session of the Conference of Union of
Councils of the Organisation of Islamic
Co-operation (OIC) that is currently
being held in Algiers.
During the two meetings, they re-
viewed the existing co-operation
between the Shura Council and the

Jordanian and Moroccan Houses of
Representatives and ways to promote
them, in addition to a range of topics
on the agenda of the session.

HE the Deputy Speaker also met
with Secretary-General of the Parlia-
mentary Union of the OIC Member
States Mohamed Qureshi Nias, and
discussed with him the existing co-op-
eration between the Shura Council and
the union, and ways to enhance them.

She underscored the importance of
taking practical stances, and setting
a mechanism to respond to the sys-
tematic campaigns of the European

Parliament that target the OIC mem-
ber states. She also called for taking
a firm stance towards the burning of
copies of the Holy Qur’an in Sweden,
Netherlands and Denmark with the
approval and protection of the official
authorities of those countries, under
the pretext that such a criminal and
outrageous act falls under freedom of
expression.

HE the Deputy Speaker stressed the
importance of paying more attention to
the Palestinian cause and for it to be con-
sidered the highest priority, and as the
centralissue of the Islamic world. (QNA)

atar will participate in the 152nd session of the
World Health Organisation’s (WHO) Executive
Board to be held from Jan 30 to Feb 7 in Geneva.

Qdrars delegation is headed by HE the Minister of Pub-
lic Health Dr Hanan Mohamed al-Kuwari.

The meetings will focus on the priorities of the four
main pillars namely, universal health coverage, better pro-
tection from health emergencies and better health and
well-being for 1bn more people, and WHO providing bet -
ter support efficiently and effectively. The topics covered
by the 152nd session will include universal health cover-
age, preparedness and response to public health emergen-
cies, global strategy for infection prevention and control,

Qatar to participate in WHO executive board meeting

and polio eradication. HE Dr al-Kuwari will also partici-
pate in the Steering Committee meeting of the “Healthy
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 — Creating Legacy for Sport
and Health” in Geneva alongside leaders from WHO, FIFA
and the Supreme Committee for Delivery and Legacy (SC).

The Ministry of Public Health signed a three-year part-
nership with WHO, FIFA and SC, so that the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022 will be a beacon for promoting physical
and mental health and a model for ensuring that future
mega sporting events are healthy and safe.

The Steering Committee meeting will review the
achievements so far within the framework of the partner-
ship and identify the main priorities for 2023-24. (QNA)
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‘Nissan’s all-new 2023

X-TRAIL launched

in Middle East

s part of its strategy to solid-
Aify its SUV leadership in the

region, Nissan launched the
all-new 2023 Nissan X-TRAIL in the
Middle East.

Developed as a premium urban
crossover, the new model furthers
the brand’s commitment to intro-
duce innovative mobility solutions,
and offers customers class-leading
versatility, elevated exterior and
interior designs, advanced safety,
and improved levels of capability, a
statement said.

The two-day launch event, held
at King Abdullah Economic City in
Saudi Arabia, began with an official
unveiling of the all-new X-TRAIL
hosted by Thierry Sabbagh, presi-
dent of Nissan and INFINITT in the
Middle East, alongside Adib Takied-
dine, managing director of Nissan
Saudi Arabia.

Reflecting the Nissan SUV’s role to
‘Defy Ordinary; the key themes ech-
oed across the event were eXpand,
eXpress, eXplore, and eXhale, push-
ing guests to eXist beyond the eve-
ryday. A segment-leader on several
fronts, the all-new model features
the latest Nissan Intelligent Mobility
technologies, including ProPILOT
Assist for the very first time on the
X-TRAIL line-up, and offers height-
ened connectivity with up to a col-
lective 35.4-inches of cabin screens.

Sabbagh said: “For over twenty
years, the X-TRAIL has been an
integral part of our SUV line-up
in the region and has continually
catered to the needs of families
and adventure enthusiasts across
the Middle East. Brought about by
a deep understanding of our cus-
tomers, the All-New 2023 Nissan
X-TRAIL, which is one of our most
technologically advanced SUVs to
date, addresses customer desires in
the rapidly growing mid-size SUV
segment and is in line with our glo-
bal Nissan NEXT transformation
plan.”

Marking the brand’s first re-
gional launch to take place in Saudi
Arabia, the event served as a testa-
ment of Nissan’s commitment to
Saudi Arabia and the wider Middle
East, a key region of opportunity
for Nissan since 1956.

Nassim Mourani, general man-
ager - Automotive Group, Saleh
Al Hamad Al Mana Co, Qatar,
said: “The all-new 2023 X-TRAIL
is an exciting addition to the Nis-
san SUV line-up. This vehicle has
been a firm favourite for over two
decades with adventure-seeking
families. Qatar and the region will
warmly welcome this updated re-
designed model. This digitally
savvy audience will be eager to ex-

Developed as a premium urban crossover, the new model furthers the
brand’s commitment to introduce innovative mobility solutions, and offers

customers class-leading versatility.

plore its intelligent technology, en-
hanced infotainment, and boosted
engine power.”

The latest addition to Nissan’s
impressive SUV lineup, the 2023
X-TRAIL features a striking exte-
rior design, with distinctive Nissan
elements including a signature V-
motion grille and floating roof de-
sign. Accentuating the X-TRAIL’s
appeal to families are its bigger-
opening rear door apertures, that
open up to 85 degrees for easier rear
access and egress. The interior re-
ceives a premium upgrade, under-
lined by Nappa leather-accented
seating with 3D diamond quilting
available on the top-of-the-range
SL grade.

The 2023 Nissan X-TRAIL is pow-
ered by an all-new 2.5-litre four-
cylinder petrol engine that, com-
pared to its predecessor, raises power
output by 12hp to 181hp, and boosts
torque by 11Nm to 244Nm, for more
effortless acceleration and confi-
dent overtaking. Power is pushed
through an advanced Continuously
Variable Transmission (CVT) with
paddle-shift controls on the steer-
ing wheel for manual over-ride of
the new shift-by-wire transmission
interface.

Making its debut in the 2023 Nis-
san X-TRAIL is an Intelligent 4x4
system with direct coupling that re-
acts faster than ever before, allowing
for the seamless transfer of power
between axles for ultimate stabil-
ity and traction. A twist-dial Drive
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Mode Selector provides five driving
modes to choose from: Off-Road,
Snow, Auto, Eco and Sports, with the
added benefit of Hill Descent Con-
trol for carefully modulated downhill
off-road driving.

Nissan Intelligent Mobility suite
of active safety features is provided
with greater capability, making it
the safest X-TRAIL ever, with Nis-
san Safety Shield 360 that includes
Automatic Emergency Braking with
Pedestrian Detection, Blind Spot
Warning, Rear Cross Traffic Alert,
Lane Departure Warning and High
Beam Assist. Supporting this is the
first-ever introduction of Nissan’s
semi-autonomous ProPILOT Assist
on X-TRAIL, which can accelerate,
brake, and cruise at a set speed with-
in a single lane.

The all-new model is available
in four grades, with 2WD or 4WD
options. This is in addition to 15
different colour combinations in-
cluding five dual-tone options and
5-seater or 7-seater configura-
tions.

The All-New Nissan X-TRAIL
2023, which is the fourth SUV model
to sport the brand’s latest design
language and insignia, following the
Patrol, Pathfinder, and KICKS, is
available at Nissan’s partner in Qa-
tar, Saleh Al Hamad Al Mana Co.,
in its showrooms in Salwa Road, Al
Sadd, Bin Omran, and Al Khor. More
information or test drive is available
at one of the showrooms (call 800
0505).

‘Safari’s latest 10,20, 30
promotion starts today
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chain in Doha, is launching
the latest 10, 20, 30 promo-
tion today.

Thousands of products span-
ning sections such as fruits, veg-
etables, fish, meat, bakery, hot food
and other kinds of food, cosmetics,
household, readymade garments,
footwear, electronics, compu-
ter accessories, daily-use items,
foodgrains and textiles are being of-
fered for QR10, QR20 and QR30 at
Safari outlets as part of the initia-
tive, according to a press statement.

For instance, 1,400gm Sadia
Chicken Griller for QR10, 5kg Par-
liament Basmati Rice for QR20,
2.8litre Tide Gel for QR30, 2 pieces
of Infant T-Shirt for QR10, Santro
Blender for QR30, and ALM Heavy
Dry Iron for QR30 are some of the
attractions.

Apart from these, the Safari Bak-
ery and Hot Food section has pre-
pared a variety of mouth-watering
dishes. Dishes from Western, South
Indian, North Indian, Arabic, Chi-
nese and other kinds of cuisines are
also available with “excellent com-
bo offers” in addition to chicken
dum biryani, chicken majboos and
donuts, among others.

In the deli section of Fresh Food,

S afari, a leading hypermarket

\_ fresh jams and other cheese items

such as butter block, fresh paneer,
feta cheese, beef mortadella, lemon
pickle, etc, are available in the 10,
20, 30 promotion.

Various types of juices, drinking
water, chicken parts, chicken nug-
gets, various types of ice-cream,
milk and milk products, and various
other food products are on offer in
the frozen section for QR10, QR20
and QR30.

The grocery section offers a wide
range of snacks and other food
products.

Similarly, along with a wvari-
ety of multi-purpose products in
the Household category, there are
leading branded products in the
cosmetics section, which include
perfume, body spray, make-up sets,
various soaps, facewash and body
lotion, in addition to various health
and beauty care products for Safari
customers.

The Stationery section has vari-
ous school and office stationery
items and brands such as Faber
Castell, Maped school kit and vari-
ous other kinds of sets. Items are
also available for QR10, QR20 and
QR30 in the Toys and Sports sec-
tion, offering a wide range.

In the Garments and Readymade
category, a large collection of qual-
ity products is available covering

menswear, ladies’ churidar, churi-
dar materials, ladies’ denim jacket,
kidswear, footwear, ladies’ bags
and clothes for newborns for QR10,
QR20 and QR30.

Safari’s Garments section also
has alarge collection of winter jack-
ets, sweaters, winter T-shirts, win-
ter hats and many other products.

In the Electronics category, the
10, 20, 30 promotion is offering
customers a huge price reduc-
tion on devices such as emergency
lights, trimmers, torches, calcula-
tors, headsets, smartwatches, etc,
the statement added.

The 10, 20, 30 promotion is avail -
able at all Safari outlets in Qatar.

Safari is also giving customers an
opportunity to win five Nissan Pa-
trol 2022 model SUVs through its
mega promotion, the ‘Safari Win 5
Nissan Patrol Car Promotion’ Any-
one can participate in this mega
promotion by purchasing items
worth QR50, and it is running at
Safari Mall - Abu Hamour, Safari
Hypermarket - Salwa Road, Safari
Hypermarket - Al Khor and the
newly opened Safari Hypermarket -
Barwa Village.

Further, Safari customers also
stand a chance to win cash prizes up
to QR100,000 and prizes such as a
laptop, LED TV and mobile phone.

J

Costa Toscana docks at Doha Port

Italian cruise ship Costa Toscana,
one of the largest cruise ships in
the world, made another call at
Doha Port yesterday (January 29),
Qatar Ports Management Company
(Mwani Qatar) has announced. The
Costa Cruises ship, which is 337m
long, 42m wide, and has a draft of
8.6m, can accommodate more than
6,500 passengers. Toscana arrived

on its third call in the 2022/°23 cruise
season with 3,426 tourists and 1,428
crew members on board. Sailing
under the Italian flag, Costa Toscana
is one of the most innovative and
environmentally advanced cruise
ships. It features its own waterpark,
13 swimming pools and hot tubs, 13
restaurants and 19 entertainment
lounges. PICTURES: Mwani Qatar

fly from Doha
0 Riyadh & Jeddah

ights on flynas

Cold conditions are
expected to continue in the
country today, the weather
forecast has revealed. The
Qatar Met department has
said in its report that it will
be hazy to misty in some
places in the early hours of
the day, with the conditions
becoming “relatively cold
to cold”. Some clouds

are also expected. A
minimum temperature

of 10C is expected

today in Mesaieed, Al

Khor and Abu Samra. In
Doha, the temperature

will range from 13-23C.
Yesterday, a minimum

of 9C was recorded in
Turayna, followed by

10C in Mesaieed, 11C in
Sheehaniya, Abu Samra,

Al Khor, Mukaynis,
Ghuwayriyah and Karana,
while the low in Doha
(airport area) was 14C.
Pictured are people in Doha
on a wintry Sunday.
PICTURE: Shaji
Kayamkulam
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on public diplomacy

atara - the Cultural Vil-
Klage, represented by the

Katara Centre for Public
Diplomacy, will host an inter-
national conference on February
19-20. Titled ‘Public Diplomacy
in the Arab Gulf States: Policies
and Practices} the conference
will be held in co-operation with
the Gulf Studies Centre (GSC) at
Qatar University.

The announcement was made
at a press conference attended
by Katara general manager Prof
Khalid bin Ibrahim al-Sulaiti and
Global Public Diplomacy Net-
work secretary-general engineer
Darwish Ahmed al-Shaibani and
GSC director Dr Mahjoub al-
Zweiri.

Prof al-Sulaiti said the con-
ference will be held during Ka-
tara’s hosting of the 8th general
assembly meeting of the Inter-
national Public Diplomacy Net-
work. “The conference will have
wide scientific participation by

Prof Khalid bin Ibrahim al-Sulaiti is flanked by Dr Mahjoub al-Zweiri and Darwish Ahmed al-Shaibani at the
press conference.

demics and experts from Qa-
tar and 34 countries. They will
present 35 papers distributed
on various aspects of the con-
ference while contributing to
the advancement of public di-
plomacy in GCC and enhancing
its role and practice in bring-
ing societies together. Also,

development, achieving aspira-
tions and meeting the interests
of peoples,” he said.

The Katara general manager
stated that the conference is
being held at a time when the
Katara Centre for Public Diplo-
macy is achieving continuous
success in spreading the culture

of public diplomacy and build-
ing national capabilities in the
field through lectures, meetings
and training courses. He said the
conference will open new hori-
zons in the field of public diplo-
macy in the Gulf countries both
in terms of ideas and visions, or
application and practice.

Katara to host conference

ence would contribute to en-
hancing knowledge exchange
and arriving at the best policies
and practices in the field of pub-
lic diplomacy in the Arab Gulf
states. He noted that the confer-
ence would constitute an ideal
platform for reviewing the lat-
est theories and ideas in public
diplomacy, bringing together a
group of diplomats, researchers
and academics from Qatar and
various countries.

“This is with the aim of ben-
efiting from contemporary in-
ternational experiences and ex-
ploring new horizons for public
diplomacy in light of the rapid
international challenges and
changes,” he added.

Dr al-Zweiri said the confer-
ence will focus on the policies
of the Arab Gulf states and their
role in the field of public diplo-
macy, including Qatar, which
has achieved a world-renowned
position in public diplomacy in

Amir congratulates Czech president-elect

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani sent

a cable of congratulations to Petr Pavel on his victory in the
presidential elections in the Czech Republic, wishing him success,
and bilateral relations further development and growth. His
Highness the Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad al-Thani
also sent a cable of congratulations to Pavel on his victory in the
presidential elections. (QNA)

PM sends written message
to Egyptian___n;inister

diplomats, researchers, aca- the sessions will contribute to

and awareness of the importance

tpgpit

QatarEnergy

The General, Limited Tenders Committees and Supply Chain Department
announces the following Tenders:

Important Notice:

Suppliers and Contractors who are already registered with QatarEnergy via e-Registration system and are in
possession of a valid SAP ID issued by QatarEnergy can "Buy Tender Online and download Tender Document"
from QatarEnergy website.Effective 1st February 2016,payment of Tender Fee by Cash and Manual collection of
Tender Document is discontinued.

Tender Sale Period Tender Tender Bond Tender Fee
Start Date End Date Closing Date Bond Curr. Fee Curr.
1 GT23100900 29.01.2023 02.02.2023 19.02.2023 250,000.00 QAR 500.00 QAR
Title of Tender: PROVISION OF WORKBOAT TO SUPPORT SUBSEA ASSET INTEGRITY

REMEDIAL WORK AND CONSTRUCTION AT PS1
To be advised if required
Mid-Tender Meeting Date & Time : To be advised if required

Mid-Tender Meeting Location :

2. | LT22MTO0047 | 30.01.2023 05.02.2023 20.02.2023 2,000.00 QAR N/A

Title of Tender: SALE & REMOVAL OF MAINTENANCE & FACILITIES ITEMS

Mid-Tender Meeting Location : To be advised if required

Mid-Tender Meeting Date & Time : To be advised if required

* Tender documents can be purchased and downloaded from QatarEnergy Website-> Supply Management ->
Tenders page during the Tender Sale Period mentioned above against each Tender. Request for issuance of
Tender after the specified Tender Sale Period will not be entertained.

* Always refer to QatarEnergy Website (www.qatarenergy.qa) -> Supply Management -> Tenders page for up
to date information on QatarEnergy Tenders. Subscribe to Tender Alert to receive notification in your email on
new Tenders

* Changes to Tender Sale Period and Bid Closing Date will be updated in QatarEnergy website only.

* Brief Scopes of Work for the above tenders are posted on the QatarEnergy website

* QatarEnergy invites all prospective Suppliers and Contractors interested to participate in QatarEnergy
Tenders to register online and obtain a QatarEnergy SAP Vendor Code, a mandatory requirement for the
issue of Tender Documents by QatarEnergy.

* Suppliers and Contractors who are in possession of a valid SAP ID issued by QatarEnergy are instructed to
maintain their Company Registration and Communication details upto date and valid via QatarEnergy
e-Registration system on urgent basis.

* No queries will be entertained, or bids received, from entities who have not purchased tender documents in
compliance with the above provisions.

For more information about QatarEnergy and its Tenders, Please visit our website: http://www.qatarenergy.qa

ARPM Tender Committee announces the following Tender

Tender
Tender No. Subject Fees QR. | Bond Closing Date
QR.
' TEN) Provision of Housekeeping
ARPM/117-2023/TEN/DOH Services to Al Bidda Park | 2,000 |50,000 | 01.03.2023
for 2 Years

1.Interested parties can collect copies of the tender documents from ARPM Purchasing
Department, via email l.cabral@arpm.com.qa during working hours 9:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. (Fri & Sat Closed)

2. A payment of a non-refundable document'’s fees should be deposited in cash to:
* Beneficiary Name: Al-Rayyan Projects Management (ARPM)
0013-022375-004 (Qatar National Bank)

And the original deposit receipt should be submitted upon receiving of the terms and
conditions.

¢ Account No.

3. Atender bond (as stated above), issued by a bank operating in the State of Qatar and
valid for 120 days from the closing date should accompany tenders. The executed
tender bond should be included with the technical offer.

Al-Shaibani said the confer-

its various fields.

QDB launches third
batch of ‘Go Global’
Export Accelerator

QNA
Doha

pplications are now open un-
Atil Feb 7 for the third batch of

the ‘Go Global’ Export Ac-
celerator, a programme designed by
the Qatar Export Development and
Promotion Agency (TASDEER), the
export arm of Qatar Development
Bank (QDB), to further qualify and
train entrepreneurs to export their
products to regional and interna-
tional markets.

Held in partnership with QDB
partners at Singapore Management
University, this batch aims to qualify
small and medium-sized companies
wishing to export for the first time,
and exporters wishing to expand their
export activity, with a focus on serv-
ice and manufacturing companies
based on their exporting capabilities.

The programme aims to acceler-
ate the exporters’ capabilities, in line
with their aspirations to access in-
ternational markets, in addition to
addressing the challenges related to
planning or organisation aspects to
access new markets.

Export Development Manager at
QDB Hala Ali al-Misnad said the third

Envoy in Panamameeting

President of the Latin American and Caribbean
Parliament Senator Silvia del Rosario Giacoppo
met with Qatar’s ambassador to Panama Ahmed
bin Mohamed al-Dehaimi. During the meeting, they
discussed co-operation relations between Qatar and .
the Latin American and Caribbean Parliament. (QNA)

batch would achieve the programme’s
objectives of qualifying Qatari ex-
porters and the QDB'’s strategy of de-
veloping and boosting the capabilities
of entrepreneurs and fostering their
access to international markets, voic-
ing hopes the third batch would be as
successful as the previous ones.

The participating entrepreneurs
will receive integrated training that
includes developing export strate-
gies, identifying and analysing tar-
get markets, developing marketing
plans, identifying available resources
and necessary logistical services, and
how to co-ordinate meetings with
buyers.

The programme’s first and second
batches saw the successful training of
30 exporters.

The 2022 batch qualified and
trained 15 exporters, including four
first-time exporters, with all of them
having been involved in bilateral
meetings that resulted in 40 new ex-
porting opportunities at a value of
QR216mn by the end of 2022.

The QDB called on all male and fe-
male entrepreneurs wishing to join
the program to post their applications
as soon as possible on TASDEER plat -
form, available on the banks website,
for all the required details.

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh Khalid

bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz al-Thani sent a written message to
Egyptian Interior Minister Maj Gen Mahmoud Tawfik, pertaining
to bilateral relations and means to bolster and develop them.
Qatar’s ambassador in Cairo Salem bin Mubarak al-Shafi
delivered the message during a meeting with the Egyptian

minister.

(QNA)

Bulgarian official meets

ambassador in Sofia

Foreign Policy Secretary of the Bulgaria President Roussi
lvanov met with Qatar’s ambassador in Sofia Fahd bin Ibrahim
al-Mushiri. During the meeting, they discussed bilateral
relations. (QNA)

INVITATION TO TENDER

6 oo QATAR FERTILISER COMPANY
: o QAFCO

iy
GATAR FERTILISER COMPANY

QAFCO ANNOUNCES THE FOLLOWING TENDER

TENDER | DESCRIPTION OF TENDER TENDER TENDER TENDER
NoO. WORKS FEE BOND | FEE RECEIPT | CLOSING
(QAR) (QAR) | SUBMISSION DATE
DATES
SERVICE OF 540,000/~ | 39012023
RFQ CONVEYOR BELT (SI\(I)O/- H(Fi(;/e g 01.02.2023
- on- undre

360308 | MAINTENANCE | cndi o TR 8?855833 23.02.2023

& REPAIR Thousand | (2055055

ACTIVITIES Only) 07022023

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

During the period this tender is offered, the interested bidders shall first deposit appropriate
Tender Fee amount in cash (Cheque will not be accepted) into Company’s following Account

4 All tenderers MUST collect their original bonds from ARPM — Purchasing department at any QNB branch:

upon expiry of the Tender Bond, unless alternative instructions are issued by ARPM.

5. Proposal to be submitted in sealed envelopes as per the RFP requirements in both
HARD COPY & SOFT COPY on CD or USB.

6.Copies of valid Company Commercial Registration, Computer Card & Authorization
Letter must be submitted in order to collect the tender documents.

7. The successful tenderer is required to submit a performance bond issued by a bank
operating in the State of Qatar equivalent to 10% of the total contract sum and shall be
valid for a period expiring 30 days after contract expiry.

8. Offers should be valid for 90 days commencing from the closing date (as stated above).

- Account Name

- Account Number
- IBAN

- Bank Name

: QATAR FERTILISER COMPANY (QAFCO)
: 0013-025828-058

: QA51QNBA000000000013025828058

: QATAR NATIONAL BANK

Counter-terrorism co-ordination
meeting for parliamentary
assemblies to beginin Dohatoday

The 3rd Counter-Terrorism Co-ordination Meeting, .
organised by the United Nations Office of Counter-
Terrorism (UNOCT) and UN Programme Office on
Parliamentary Engagement in Preventing and Countering
Terrorism (based in Doha), will be held today in Doha, in
co-operation with the Shura Council. °
The meeting, in which representatives of regional and
international parliamentary associations and unions
participate, seeks to review the relevant activities and .
initiatives implemented and launched by parliamentary
councils, including co-operation with UNOCT, as well as
discussing areas of priority and geographical focus for
potential future initiatives of the parliamentary assemblies
on issues related to combating terrorism and preventing

e The interested Bidders shall mention their company’s name and Tender Number on the
payment receipt provided by the bank and submit it as Tender Fee receipt.

Besides the Tender fee receipt (which should have the Tender Number and bidder’s name
clearly mentioned on it), interested bidders shall also submit a copy of the valid Commercial
Registration, an authorization letter from their company with the name, telephone, fax and
e-mail ID of the focal point for this tender (Very Important), during the submission of
Tender Fee Receipt for ensuring electronic receipt of the Tender Document.

Tender Fee Receipt along with the specified documents shall be submitted to
purchase@qafco.com.ga on the dates indicated above, after payment of Tender Fee
(nonrefundable).

9. ARPM has the right to increase or decrease the scope of services by 20% with the same
terms and conditions.

10. ARPM is not bound to accept the lowest tender or any other tender and is under no

X i After submission of the above documents to the above email, Tender Document will be
obligation to show any reasons thereof.

provided through an electronic platform separately after the last date of Tender Fee Receipt
11. Bids should be submitted not later than 12:00 noon on the closing date and must be Submission Date.
deposited into the Box, provided in the ARPM Purchasing office, located at the 9th Floor,
ARPM, Head office and should be in sealed envelopes addressed to the Chairman -

Tenders Committee, quoting the Tender Number and Subject.

. For any queries related to non-receipt of the tender documents after the last date of Tender
Fee Receipt Submission Date, you may contact at ‘purchase@qafco.com.qa’ or on 44227797

violent extremism. e  Technical & Commercial details and Submission Procedures will be specified in the Tender
12. Offers arriving thereafter may not be considered. On the sidelines of the meeting, Parliamentary Policy Documents.
Dialogue on border security and cross-border co-operation e  The Company will not consider any offer without the enclosure of the Tender Bond.
in the context of counter-terrorism — which seeks to
CHAIRMAN - TENDER COMMITTEE acquire a better understanding of the international legal e  Bids shall be submitted at QAFCO Tender Office, between 0930 — 1100 hours during the

Holy month of Ramadan and 0930 — 1130 hours and 1230 — 1400 hours, of any working

framework on border security and co-operate to prevent day of the Company, on/before the “Tender Closing Date”.

and combat terrorism, will also be held. (QNA)

TEL: 40341804
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Snapshots from the Marmi 2023
ceremony, which was attended
by HE Sheikh Joaan, various

dignitaries, heads of diplomatic

missions and others.

Marmi 2023
concludes
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tional Falcons and Hunting Festival

(Marmi 2023) concluded with a cer-
emony at Katara - the Cultural Village on
Saturday.

The ceremony was attended by VIP guests,
heads of diplomatic missions, dignitaries,
and the board of directors of Al Qannas Qatari
Society, alongside falconers from Qatar and
other GCC countries as well as other officials
and guests.

Accordingly, HE Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad
al-Thani, patron of the Marmi 2023 festival,
crowned the winners of the falcon beauty

The 14th edition of the Qatar Interna-

(Mazayen) contest, which saw the participa-
tion of 101 falcons across various types and
categories.

The first place winner in the category of
wild falcon breeds won a prize of QR700,000,
the second QR500,000, and the third
QR300,000.

In the category of farm-bred falcons, the
first prize amounted to QR200,000, the sec-
ond QR150,000 and the third QR100,000,
while in the category of spotted kestrel fal-
cons, the first prize stood at QR200,000, the
second QR150,000, and the third QR100,000.

Saleh Mohamed al-Kuwari, an observer of

the falcon beauty contest at the festival, said
that the competition this year was strong due
to the high level of the participating falcons.

He stressed it was hard for the jury mem-
bers to decide the top three winners in each
category.

Marmi 2023 was organised by Al Qannas
Qatari Society at Sabkhat Marmi in the Sea-
line area, under the patronage of HE Sheikh
Joaan.

It drew local, regional and international
attention as one of the major festivals in its
category, pioneered by Qatar to maintain and
develop the heritage sport.

Civil Service and Government Development Bureau holds first meeting of 2023

he Civil Service and Government
TDevelopment Bureau has organ-

ised the first government devel-
opment meeting of 2023 with the par-
ticipation of 150 representatives from
34 government agencies.

The meeting is aimed at emphasising
the importance of co-operation among
government agencies to implement
joint plans.

Bureau President HE Abdulaziz bin
Nasser bin Mubarak al-Khalifa stressed
the importance of partnership and co-
operation to spread the culture of de-
velopment in all government institu-
tions.

He pointed to the need to hold peri-
odic meetings to develop future visions
and ideal solutions to achieve the high-
est levels of development for humanre-
sources in government agencies, while
setting the necessary standards to fa-
cilitate their development.

Al-Khalifa highlighted the important
role of the planning, quality and inno-
vation departments.

The Government Development Team
at the bureau shed light on the govern-
ment development projects, most no-

e T
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The meeting was aitended by 150 representatives from 34 government agencies.

tably the government services strategy.

The Civil Service and Government
Development Bureau indicated that the
government services strategy includes
axes such as evaluating the current
situation, identifying priority services,
identifying targeted services through
standard measurement in delivery and
service excellence models, identifying
targeted services for change in Qatar,
and developing a transition strategy by
identifying the main gaps between the
future state to be reached and the cur-
rent state, the executive action plan by
formulating an implementation plan

for the transition strategy to update
government service standards, and
re-engineering five priority customer
journeys through a detailed assessment
of the current situation.

The meeting shed light on launching
a guide for defining and documenting
government services and their proce-
dures on the website of the Civil Service
and Government Development Bureau.

Themeeting touched onthe “Sharek”
project in the unified platform for cus-
tomer experience management with
the aim of improving services based on
the experience of customers, through

all communication channels and by
knowing the opinions and evaluation of
the community for services.

Under the project, a customer expe-
rience team will work to improve the
customer experience by analysing the
reasons for complaints, developing so-
lutions to them, and translating them
into reports and recommendations.

The meeting also discussed the Se-

cret Shopper initiative, which was
launched in September 2022.

A total of 130 secret shoppers of dif-
ferent nationalities, groups and ages
participated in the initiative to contrib-
ute to improving the experience of cus-
tomers and raising the quality of serv-
ices and the percentage of satisfaction.

The attendees were briefed about the
Government Excellence Programme,

which is an integrated programme that
encourages excellence in the provi-
sion of government services by setting
standards for quality of government
performance and evaluating institu-
tions based on these standards.

A programme for training and em-
powering government employees in the
field of innovation was also discussed
during the meeting. - QNA

Children’s
ward at
hospital
in Poland
opens
with
Qatar’s
support

Qatar’s ambassador to
Poland Abdullah bin
Abdulrahman Fakhroo
participated in the opening
of the children’s ward at
Garwolin City Hospital,
which was renovated with
the support of Qatar.

This opening had a
positive impact on the
residents of the city, who
expressed their happiness
about the renovation,

and praised the support
provided by Qatar.

The city’s health officials
have confirmed that
thanks to the generous
donation from Qatar,

the children’s stay in the
hospital will be more
comfortable.

The opening ceremony
was attended by a number
of officials from the Polish
government and senate,
and the Qatar embassy’s
diplomatic staff. - QNA

SALE OF USED CONTAINERS, PORTACABINS & OFFICE
FURNITURE
DETAILS AS BELOW

All buyers are requested to inspect the items as it will be sold
‘As-Is Where-Is”
DESCRIPTION
03 Nos. Steel Container - 40 Ft (Intact)
01 No. Steel Container - 20 Ft (Intact)
10 Nos. Steel Container - 40 Ft (with cutouts for aircon, exhaust etc.)
03 Nos. Steel Container - 40 Ft (joined together)

03 Nos. Office Porta cabins (With toilets)

02 Nos. Office Porta cabin (without toilet, joined together)
11 Nos. Office Porta cabins (without toilet)

04 Nos. Porta cabins Toilet / Ablution block

13 Nos. Single Portable Toilet

01 No. Meeting Table 600x180x75

02 Nos. Executive Office — Low credenza

02 Nos. Executive Office — Coffee Tables

02 Nos. Executive Office — L Shape Desks 90x40x75
02 Nos. Executive Office — Glass / Wood Bookcase
02 Nos. Executive Office — Small round Meeting Table
40 Nos. Office Desks: various sizes

02 Nos. 4 pax Workstations — 160x80

86 Nos. Swivel chairs: high & medium back

20 Nos. Visitor chairs

13 Nos. Filing cabinets: various sizes

08 Nos. Bookcase (glass/wood)

22 Nos. Split Type Air Cons in working condition

14 Nos. Window AC in working condition

Interested parties may be able to inspect the above at our
Zekreet / Dukhan yard between 9am to 2pm (Sun- Wed).

All offers must be submitted on or before 10/02/2023 by email

on designated email address or in a sealed enveloped at the
designated office.

For visit and inquiries please contact mob: 55934549
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Qatar Charity
distributes
much-needed
school
supplies

to orphans

in Sudan

atar Charity (QC) has distrib-
uted school uniforms and bags
among orphaned students in

the ikha Aisha Bint Hamad Bin
Abdullah Al-Attiyah Model Orphans
City in Sudan’s River Nile State.

The distribution initiative came as
part of the QC’s orphan care efforts,
supported by the benefactors of Qatar,

suitable environment for them.

a press statement noted.
The project is aimed at supporting
the orphans and provide a suitable

B AR " SRy, 4 o

The Qatar Charity initiative is aimed at supporting the orphans and provide a

environment for them, in addition to
reducing the burden on their families
in terms of educational requirements.

The generosity of the people of
Qatar created an atmosphere of joy
and happiness for the orphans, said
Youssef Abdullah, the director of So-
cial Affairs and representative of the
executive director of Ad Damer dis-
trict, where the Sheikha Aisha Bint
Hamad Bin Abdullah Al-Attiyah Mod-
el Orphans City is located.

The official appreciated Qatar Char-
ity’s continuous humanitarian and de-
velopment support in the region.

He indicated that the uniforms,
bags and school supplies were dis-
tributed to the orphans at a time when

they were most in need.

The mothers of the beneficiary or-
phans expressed happiness at receiv-
ing school bags and uniforms provided
for their children, thanking the ben-
efactors in Qatar and QC for this hu-
manitarian initiative.

Rehab Othman, a mother of two or-
phans, said her daughters were happy

Al

to get the bags and uniforms, as well as
other school supplies.

Umm Salama, a mother of three or-
phans, said many families and moth-
ers of orphans could not afford school
bags, supplies and new uniforms for
their children.

She said that the uniforms provided
by the QC helps to alleviate the suffer-

-
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ing of many mothers of the orphans.

Qatar Charity pays great attention
to orphans by implementing various
programmes and projects, as part of its
social welfare efforts for those spon-
sored in Sudan.

The number of those sponsored in
Sudan is currently 13,291, the state-
ment adds.
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20 papers presented on Day 2
of the Annual Palestine Forum

Palestinian Memory Project launched at annual forum

By Tawfik Lamari
Staff Reporter

workshops were held during the second
day of the 2023 Annual Palestine Forum
yesterday.

The highlights included the launch of the Pal-
estinian Memory Project, as well as the inaugu-
ration of the Ostour Symposium.

Eleven papers were presented at the first ses-
sion, which covered three main themes: the
sociology of Palestinian identity, development
discourse in Palestine and colonial violence, and
Palestine in a historical perspective.

In his paper Trans-Territorial Sumud: Refugee
Responses to Multiple Systems of Oppression in
Bourj el-Barajneh Camp, Rami Rmeileh offered
an alternative conceptual framework to under-
standing the concept of Sumud (steadfast per-
severance).

Nour Bader, in a paper titled Spatial and Tem-
poral Sociology of Camp Identity: Al-Wehdat
- New Amman as a Model, deconstructed the
spatio-temporal identity of the Wehdat Camp.

In their paper Settler Colonialism and the
Birth of New Prisoners: Migration from the Gaza
Strip, Ahmed Mamoun and Zahraa Shabana
discussed how Israel attempts to depopulate the
Gaza Strip through its blockade.

In her paper Between Ruins and Remnants:
Religious Renewal among Christians in West
Bank Palestine, Elizabeth Marteijn examined
Palestinian Christian thought and practice in

Twenty papers were presented and two

The project is a collaboration between Save the Dream, the
QFFD and Qatar Charity.

relation to the changing political and social con-
text of the West Bank.

Four papers looked at colonial violence in de-
velopment discourse on Palestine.

Hasan Ayoub and Eleyan Sawafta’s paper —
Development and Settler Colonialism: Perpetu-
ating Neo-Colonial Domination and Apartheid
- discussed the relationship between the con-
ceptual framing of Israel in the Palestinian ter-
ritories and development practices.

Ashraf Bader’s paper, titled A Critical Reading
of the Neoliberalism of the Palestinian Authority
under Zionist Settler Colonialism, looked at the
neo-liberalisation of the Palestinian political
economy.

Abdelrahman Murad focused on the prolif-
eration of a counter-discourse on development
from Palestinian civil society in response to the
neoliberal policies ostensibly put in place for the
development of the Occupied Palestinian Ter-
ritories (OPT) in his paper The Construction of
a Counter-Hegemonic Discourse on Economic
Development: A Critical Analysis of Palestinian
Policy.

Marta Parigi presented her paper on The Effect
of Israeli Settlement-Related Structural Violence
on Palestinian Food Security, which discussed
how structural violence entrenched in settle-
ments hinders the Palestinians’ ability to access
healthy, nutritious food items.

Three papers discussed Palestine in a histori-
cal perspective.

Presenting his paper on Transformation of
Collective Identity from Ottomanism to Arabism,
Adel Manna analysed the life and works of Ah-

developed countries.

‘Saving Children’s Dreams’
Somalia project is launched

ointly with the Qatar Fund for Development (QFFD) and Qatar Chari-

ty (QC), Save the Dream has started the first field activity of the “Sav-
ing Children’s Dreams in Somalia through Sport” project.

This programme falls under the umbrella of the Sport for Development

and Peace initiative, which seeks to highlight sport as an effective tool for

building societies, empowering and inspiring children and youth in less

mad Helmi Pasha (1882-1963).

In The Palestinian Cultural Scene during the
British Mandate: Al-Karmel and Filastin News-
papers as Examples, Johnny Mansour analysed
cultural advertisements in newspapers to bet-
ter understand the Palestinians cultural scene
during the British Mandate in the cities of Haifa,
Jaffa, and Jerusalem.

Ali T As’ad provided a historical overview of
Palestinian exhibition-making through his pa-
per, Palestine and the National Sensorium: Exhi-
bition-Making in the Twentieth Century.

The second session of the Palestine forum
focused on three themes: Palestinian economy,
demography, and memory.

Three papers were presented on the economy.

Raja Khalidi and Islam Rabee presented their
paper Prospects for Palestinian Economic Co-
operation and Complementarity across the Green
Line.

They gave an in-depth examination of the
economic relations that connect Palestinians
in the territories occupied in 1967 with those in
Israel.

Rabeh Morrar and Rand Jibril presented their
paper Promoting the Development of the Startup
Ecosystem in Palestine and its Potential Effects
on Public Finance, which focused on the effec-
tiveness of the Palestinian Authority’s policies
in encouraging the development of a startup
culture and economy.

Areen Hawari and Sami Mahajna’s paper -
Split in Two Parts: The Dynamics of the Com-
mercial Relationship between the Palestinians
from within the Green Line and Jenin - focused
on the impact of the daily economic interactions
of Palestinians across the Green Line on Pales-

Annual Palestine Forum
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A panel discussion in progress at the forum yesterday. PICTURE: Shaji Kayamkulam

tinian society, its social fabric, and its national
unity.

Three papers were presented on demographic
research in Palestine.

Youssef Courbage and Hala Naufal’s paper -
Demography of the Palestinians — was an over-
view of the growth of the Palestinian population
globally and its political weight.

Mohammed Duraidi presented a paper on The
Palestinian Population in the Palestinian Terri-
tories and the Palestinians within the Green Line:
Demographic Status and Population Projections,
where he argued that there are unique patterns
of population components among residents
of the West Bank, Gaza Strip, and Palestinians
within the Green Line.

Thayer Hastings’s paper On the Crisis of De-
mographic Balance and Majority in Jerusalem
proposed to identify demography as an insti-
tutional location from which to examine the
conditions and contradictions of a colonial bio-
politics.

Three papers were presented on Palestinian
memory of the Nakba and of refugees in differ-
ent camps.

Azadeh Sobout’s paper on War-Memory-
scapes and the Grassroots Agency for Justice:
Re-Searching the Truth-Memory Practices of
Palestinians in Nahr el Bared provided an explo-
ration of the narratives, stories, and memories

that focus on destruction, siege, the postponed
home, the need for return, memorialisation, and
reconstruction.

Reham Amro’s paper The Moment of the Na-
kba: The Erasure of the Palestinian People, the
Keys to Stolen Doors, and the Duality of the In-
tellectual and the Peasant meanwhile analysed
the personal testimonies of Palestinian peasants
(fallahin).

Rola Sirhan focused on how Arab regimes
have manipulated the memory of the 1967 de-
feat in her paper Memory of Defeat and Palestin-
ian Social and Political Imaginaries: Dominance
without Hegemony.

The two workshops yesterday were held in the
afternoon.

The first hosted four speakers - Osama
Abuirshaid, Ahmed Abuznaid, Malia Bouat-
tia, and Majed Abusalama - who discussed the
challenges faced by activists for the Palestinian
cause in the Western context.

The second workshop featured the launch
of the Palestinian Memory Project website
“PalQuest” and the relaunching of the Jerusa-
lem Story website by Mueen al-Taher, Kate Rou-
hana and Khaled Farraj.

The forum will continue today, the third and
final day, in a similar format to the previous two
days, along with the Ostour Symposium being
held in parallel to the main forum.

How to resist neo-colonial
domination and apartheid

By Tawfik Lamari
Staff Reporter

leyan Sawafta, president of
the C.O.N.F.L.I.C.T. Alli-

R

ance, graduate research as-

sistant at the University of North Eleyan Sawafta
Carolina at Greensboro (UNCG)’s

World Bank policies,” he stated.

“Now, Palestinian people have
their own basic needs and we
suggest, in our paper, that we
need collaborations and people-
centred development,” Sawafta
said.

“We should start from, for ex-
ample, agricultural projects in

Developed with the institutional support of Unesco and primarily
implemented in the city of Garowe in the state of Puntland, the project
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is aimed at promoting peace and reconciliation in Somalia through em-
powering youth and creating opportunities for vulnerable groups.

Marking the occasion, deputy director-general for projects and de-
velopment at the QFFD, Sultan al-Aseeri, said: “Sport has proven to be
an innovative tool of peace and cohesion, playing a vital role in foster-
ing physical, social, and emotional health, improving learning outcomes,
and transmitting key values such as teamwork, fair play, respect for oth-
ers, especially among youth.”

“That is why we launched our inspiring ‘Sport for Development and
Peace’ initiative in 2022 he said.

Massimiliano Montanari, the chief executive of the International Cen-
tre for Sport Security (ICSS) and Save the Dream, pointed out the availa-
bility of tools that Save the Dream and the international community have
developed in the field of sport for development and peace.

“This means fulfilling the mission to protect children’s dreams by
building local capacities to provide these children with a safe access to
sport and its educational values,” he said.

PURAYIL HAMEED The QC chief executive’s assistant for the international operations
and programme, Nawaf al-Hammadji, said this initiative is an extension
to of Qatar Charity’s previous efforts in co-operation with the QFFD and
other partners.
SHERMIN SHAHUL HAMEED “The initiative was implemented in Darfur, Sudan, and now we are

taking another step forward to implement it in Somalia,” he said.

As part of the first phase of the project’s implementation, partners
kicked off a “Train the Trainer (TTT)” programme which will lead to the
delivery of capacity building activities on Sport for Development and
Peace (SDP) for the benefit of local schools, non-governmental organisa-
tions (NGOs), community and social centres, sport coaches, educators,
role models, youth leaders, and volunteers.

Initiated by the ICSS, Save the Dream is a global initiative to empower

youth through safe access to sports and its educational values. - QNA

School of Education, and the 1990’s Palestinian
generation’s representative, presented yesterday
a paper on Development and Settler Colonial-
ism: Perpetuating Neo-Colonial Domination and
Apartheid, with his colleague Hasan Ayoub at the
2023 Annual Palestine Forum.

He spoke to Gulf Times on self-sufficiency un-
der the occupation and continuation of resist-
ance.

“I think this is a very important question,” Sa-
wafta said. “I was bornin 1990 and I experienced
the peace process and the second Intifada, when
everybody was in their homes for several weeks.”

“We did not go to schools, everybody was
stuck at home, and the main issue was how to
handle the situation and how we can understand
our sustainability,” he said.

“It was easy and simple: people at that time
had their own basic needs,” Sawafta continued.
“Iam from a farming family, my father is a farmer
and he goes to his farm every day.”

“What is going on in Palestine is a land based
struggle. If we understand the conflict from this
angle, we can present our arguments about how
we can improve our sustainability,” he said.

“How can we stand against this regime or set-
tler colonialism?” Sawafta posed. “We need to
understand ourselves outside the world order of
public policies.”

“Tt does not work if we keep just talking about
Bretton Woods institutions - the World Bank
and the International Monetary Fund - and

designated areas;” he added. “These lands are
very important to keep fighting and resisting
against settler colonialism.”

“Land is a key in this conflict, without which
Ithink we lose the game, and we should work on
this issue,” the scholar stressed.

“The entire agricultural sector is struggling
now. My father tells me every day that he is under
pressure and could be out of his land within two
years,” he continued. “The (Israeli) colonisation
(programme) is trying to push them in a silent
way towards migration. They control water re-
sources, and they entice them with money.”

“So, if you have an option between making
either $25 or $150 a day, plus loans, and a very
satisfactory economic situation, most likely you
will choose second option,” Sawafta pointed out.

“This is what is happening now, they are try-
ing to take our labourers, and they control water
resources,” he reiterated. “Even though you have
land, ideas to develop it, you do not have any
tools to do whatever you want to achieve.”

“So after two or three years, you will give up
and leave the land to them,” he said. “This is a
very dangerous idea, and that is why we say that
settler colonialism is a classic colonial regime
and at the same time it is apartheid, it is neo-
colonialism.”

“We need to understand the context, tounder-
stand the conflict first, and then we propose our
ideas about development, what we should do and
from where we should start,” Sawafta concluded.
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Minister stresses need
to protect environment

E the Minister of Envi-
Hronment and Climate

Change Sheikh Dr Faleh
bin Nasser bin Ahmed al-Thani
stressed the need to protect the
environment and wildlife in all
parts of the country, especially
those that have been declared as
natural reserves, as well as plant
environments.

During his tour of meadows
and wildlife areas in the coun-
try on Saturday, HE Sheikh Dr
Faleh noted the importance of
instructing meadow visitors and
drivers regarding their respon-
sibilities towards these reserves,
stressing the need to increase the

use of sign boards in meadow ar-
eas, determining vehicles’ paths
in wild areas, to forbid entry to
them, to prevent the trampling
over grass beds and damaging
natural vegetation with cars and
motorcycles.

He said in a press statement
that the rains that swept through
Qatar reflected positively on the
growth of wild plants and lo-
cal trees in many meadows and
natural reserves, pointing out
that the aim of the tour is to over-
see the protection procedures of
meadows, and their growth and
prosperity for the pleasure of all
citizens, especially camp owners,

as well as preserving those places
from camp waste, and following
environmentally-friendly prac-
tices that do not affect them due
to their environmental sensitivity
and importance.

HE Sheikh Dr Faleh said that
the ministry’s procedures are
not intended to impose penalties
on violators, but rather to raise
awareness and guide visitors to
natural reserves and valleys on
the importance of preserving
those places that God has en-
dowed Qatar with.

Hepointed out that the number
of violations decreased recently,
as aresult of the sense of respon-

sibility shown by natural reserve
visitors, and that offenders are a
small segment that is unaware of
the rules and regulations in rela-
tion to these locations.

He said that the Ministry
of Environment and Climate
Change is working on setting up
barriers for entry of vehicles to
these meadows, whilst remov-
ing pedestrian barriers. It also
runs patrols to protect these sites
throughout the day, to give ad-
vice and guidance to all visitors,
wishing them an enjoyable visit
to meadows and nature reserves.

Assistant Undersecretary for
Protection and Natural Reserves

Affairs Dr Ibrahim Abdullatif al-
Maslamani emphasised the im-
portance of vehicle compliance
with taking the roads designated
for them, and to avoid driving into
sites with trees and wild plants.
Director of the Wildlife Devel-
opment Department Mohamed
al-Khinji said that the ministry is
putting a great effort within the
framework of local environment
protection, working to rehabili-
tate some sites, pointing out that
rehabilitation works include the
planting of trees and plants ap-
propriate for these meadows, in
benefiting from the rainy period.

(QNA)
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More efforts need to be undertaken by the authorities concerned in the country
to protect wild meadows against unauthorised entry with vehicles, which causes
significant damage to the local environment there.
An online questionnaire was issued recently by local Arabic daily Arrayah on how
to curb such violations, with most of the participants stressing the need for tighter
control and stricter penalties for violators.
Some respondents suggested that most of these meadows should be fenced off,
especially after rainfall, in a way that makes them inaccessible for vehicles.
Others recommended that there should be surveillance cameras powered by
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punishable with hefty fines.

Call for spreading public awareness to protect local environment

S -

solar energy to monitor such places round the clock and spot violators, while
some others suggested that encroaching upon such areas with vehicles should be

Some respondents said the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change should
create a new application with a photo option. This will allow people to take photos of

related violations and send them promptly to the authorities through the app.

environment.

In general, most respondents affirmed the need to spread awareness among
the public to prevent such unacceptable practices in order to protect the local

Blinken’s visit fails to GOrd to su

enthuse Palestinians

From Page 1

Some observers in the Mid-
dle East see that Blinken was
hoping to use his meetings
and dialogues in the occupied
Jerusalem to ram up pressure
on Netanyahu and his gov-
ernment members, on a com-
bination of issues, including
rights and freedoms for both
the Palestinians and Israelis,
in addition to the criticality
of establishing a Palestinian
state. However, such issues
will occupy a second rank, as
the most important and exi-
gent thing before the US Sec-
retary of State right now is to
urge for de-escalation.

Observers underscore that
Blinken is likely to repeat the

traditional American stance,
instead of opening new pros-
pects, adding that the best re-
sult of the anticipated tour is
that he will manage to ensure
stability and avoid the recur-
rence of May 2021, with refer-
ence to the war that broke out
in Gaza. Page 9

Observers say that the new
Israeli government calls for
numerous policies that are
evidently contradictory to the
US objectives, including ex-
panding the settlements in the
West Bank, which are consid-
ered illegal by the United Na-
tions as well. The observers
see that the establishment of
an adjacent Palestinian state
in light of these Israeli prac-
tices as impossible.

Freestyle Kite World Cup begins
at Fuwairit Beach tomorrow

From Page1

“Kiteboarding fans worldwide, as well as the competitors at
the event, will once again see and experience the improving
landscape for world class kiteboarding competition that our
close partnership with the tour’s title partner, Qatar Airways,
and tourism partner, Qatar Tourism, continues to deliver.”
Other key international sporting events coming up in Qatar in
2023 include the Beach Pro Tour volleyball finals, ATP and WTA
tennis tournaments, Qatar MotoGP and the Qatar Formula 1

Grand Prix.

To book day passes and kite surfing lessons at Fuwarit Kite

Beach, visit: discovergatar.qa/fkb

For more details on the event schedule, participating riders and the
Freestyle-Kite scoring system, visit: www.gkakiteworldtour.com

2035 with

he Gulf Organisation for

I Research and Develop-

ment (Gord) was among

the leading organisations high-

lighted at the Gulf Green Cities

& Buildings Conference & Expo
in Kuwait on January 25-26.

Organised under the patron-
age of Abdulaziz Waled Abdul-
lah al-Mujel, Kuwait’s Minister
of State for Municipal Affairs,
the event gathered advocates,
practitioners and researchers
to share the latest solutions and
advancement needed to catalyse
the region’s transition towards
sustainable built environment.

As one of the main partici-
pants at the event, Gord of-
fered technical presentations
and workshop on GSAS green
building rating system as well as
exhibited its sustainable solu-
tions that piqued the interest of
visitors coming from across the
Gulf region.

Gord also showcased its sus-
tainability solutions represent-
ed in demonstrating the patent
of ultra-efficient cooling system
called “Synergia 7inl’, which
attracted the attention of con-
ference visitors from all GCC
countries.

After Qatar, Kuwait houses the
largest collection of green build-
ings certified under Gord’s Glo-
bal Sustainability Assessment
System (GSAS). As the developer
and certifier of GSAS, Gord’s

prominent participation in Ku-
wait’s recent event was neces-
sitated by the regional market’s
rising interest in implement-
ing GSAS on new and existing
projects through dedicated cer-
tifications for design, construc-
tion and building operations.

Dr Yousef Alhorr, founding
chairman of Gord, said: “Ku-
wait has made concerted efforts

towards green transformation,
making environmental sustain-
ability an integral part of its
national strategy. Within the
framework of the Kuwait Na-
tional Development Plan (2020~
2025) towards United Nations’
Sustainable Development Goals
and Kuwait Vision 2035, green
cities with sustainable built
environment are of prime im-

Ahmed Mansour Primary School students attend awareness lecture

on environment.

Students of Qatar Primary School for Girls learn about the techniques
of robot operation.

Awareness lecture for
students on pollution

The Ministry of Environ-
ment and Climate Change
(MOECC) held an aware-
ness lecture for the students of
Ahmed Mansour Primary School
during their visit to the ministry’s
building.

The lecture offered them the
techniques of preserving the
environment, types of pollu-
tion and the threat it poses to the
natural environment, as well as
its implications on human health.

The lecture was delivered by
the expert in awareness pro-
grammes at the ministry Lulwa
al-Hamar, during which she fo-
cused on the criticality of pre-
serving the environment, in-
troducing the students to the
ministry’s strategy, along with
its national role in conserving
the local environment with its
all types, whether terrestrial or
Aquatic, in addition to the en-
dangered species, and the critical
ecological equilibrium those ani-
mals represent inside Qatar.

She discussed the MOECC's ef-
forts in this field which led to the
increase of the number of those
species, with the construction
of natural reserves that evidently
prohibit hunting or killing those
animals.

Al-Hamar underscored the
importance of clean environ-
ment which symbolises a civi-
lised appearance for the country,
and is positively reflected on hu-
man physical and psychological
health. On the contrary, the pol-
luted environment has profound
damages on the public health of
Qatari society, whether in the
short or long term.

portance. As Kuwait continues
its sustainability journey, we at
Gord are honoured to support
the nation with wider imple-
mentation of GSAS green build-
ing framework, which has al-
ready been applied on a number
of projects from leading gov-
ernment and private companies
in Kuwait.”

Alongside exhibition oppor-

She introduced the students
to their responsibilities towards
their homeland, local environ-
ment, and methods of preserving
it, whether in onshore or lands
that are visited by all people dur-
ing winter season, indicating that
students are the nucleus that
builds societies.

At the end of the lecture, envi-
ronmental contests were organ-
ised for the students, in addition
to offering them prizes from the
ministry.

Meanwhile, the ministry host-
ed a group of students from Qatar
Primary School for Girls to dis-
cuss the scientific research titled:
“Design of a robot that sterilises
the toilet with ultraviolet rays”
within the framework of the sup-
port provided by the ministry to
the scientific researches in Qatar
schools.

Researcher Susan Mohamed
Essam held a brainstorming ses-
sion with the students during
their discussion on the methods
and techniques of robot opera-
tion, in addition to the antici-
pated benefit from the applica-
tion of this research in practical
and eco-friendly way, by replac-
ing the robot’s battery with
solar panels to reduce power
consumption, and prevent the
contamination arising from the
use of batteries.

She pointed out that the use
of chemical detergents should
be reduced during the sterilisa-
tion operation, as an excellent
solution, which is eco-friendly,
and reduces the environmental
pollution caused by these deter-
gents. (QNA)

pport Kuwait Vision
GSAS standards

tunities for novel green solu-
tions, the expo offered expert
presentations on areas related
to buildings’ energy efficiency,
energy management, renewable
energy, green buildings, sus-
tainable transport in green cit-
ies, water management, waste
and land management in green
cities, information technology
to support green cities, govern-
ment legislation for ecofriendly
building construction, net-
zero energy or carbon-neutral
structures, economic advan-
tages of green buildings, green
building materials, incorpora-
tion of green-building princi-
ples into projects designs, and
sustainability in operations and
maintenance.

A key highlight of the event
remained GSAS Green Advocate
Masterclass delivered by Gord’s
sustainability experts. Address-
ing the climate challenges with-
in the built environment, GSAS
Green Advocate Masterclass
is an intensive one-day course
that provides a solid founda-
tion for individuals looking to
accelerate their career in the
sustainability milieu has been
attended by 40 practitioners. By
attending the complimentary
course offered during the expo,
attendees received essential
knowledge in the field of green
buildings and sustainability as
guided by GSAS.
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First Maserati Grecale arrives in Qatar

he new Maserati Grecale SUV is
Tnow available in Qatar. Grecale

strikes the right balance be-
tween versatility, elegance, perform-
ance and innovation. These features
are combined with off-road capa-
bilities and uncompromising driving
pleasure, a press statement notes.

An “extremely wide range” of en-
gines is available on the Grecale: con-
ventional internal combustion and
hybrid, while the Grecale will also be
the first full-electric SUV in Maserati
history in the future.

The three versions of the Grecale
are GT (the first to arrive), powered
by a four-cylinder mild hybrid engine
capable of delivering 300hp; Modena,

The Maserati Grecale.

with a four-cylinder 330hp mild hy-
brid engine; and the powerful Trofeo,
equipped with a high-performance
3.0L 530hp petrol V6 based on the
Nettuno engine fitted to the MC20.

Completing the range will be the
Grecale Folgore, the 100% electric
version with 400V technology.

Experience “unparalleled driving
dynamics” with the Grecale’s eight-
speed automatic transmission, all-
wheel drive, and a variety of drive
modes that can be adjusted to the
driver’s preference, including: COM-
FORT, GT, SPORT, CORSA (Trofeo
only) and OFF-ROAD.

Hamdy Elshantoury, general man-
ager of Maserati Middle East & Africa,

noted: “Maserati continues to accel-
erate audaciously into a brave new fu-
ture with revolutionary new cars, in-
novations and exclusive projects. The
all-new Grecale SUV embodies Ma-
serati’s all-Italian audacity in making
luxury and exceptional performance
part of the daily routine, transforming
every journey into a unique driving
experience”

“The arrival of the Maserati Grecale
in Qatar marks a new era of luxury and
performance. Our discerning custom-
ers can expect nothing but the pinna-
cle of opulence in the Grecale,” said
Charly Dagher, general manager of
Maserati in Qatar. “We are confident
that the Grecale’s exceptional blend

of luxury and versatility will surpass
the expectations of even the most dis-
cerning customers.”

The Grecale comes complete with
a three-year or 60,000km service
package for 6-cylinder engines, a
45,000km service package for 4-cyl-
inder engines (whichever comes first),
and a 3-year warranty with unlimited
mileage, starting at QR289,000.

Stepinto the world of Maserati luxury
and make your reservation now through
Alfardan Sports Motors, the official Ma-
serati importer in Qatar, located in Me-
dina Centrale, The Pearl Island.

For more information and to book a
test drive, visit https://www.masera-
ti.com/qa/ or call 800 0003.

WCM-Q alumnus
gets new role in US

eill Cornell Medicine-
Qatar (WCM-Q)
alumnus, Dr Mus-

tafa Kinaan, has been appointed
programme director of the Uni-
versity of Central Florida/HCA
Healthcare GME Endocrinology,
Diabetes, and Metabolism Fel-
lowship.

As part of his new role,
Dr Kinaan is responsible for
overseeing the fellowship
programme, curriculum, and
training future endocrinolo-
gists. He is also tasked with
ensuring the programme
meets the  Accreditation
Council for Graduate Medi-
cal Education criteria and as-
sessing trainee competencies
and readiness for independent
practice, amongst other re-
sponsibilities.

After receiving his medical
degree from WCM-Q in 2014,
Dr Kinaan joined the inaugu-
ral internal medicine residen-

Dr Mustafa Kinaan

cy class at the University of
Central Florida/HCA Health-
care GME. He then served as
a chief medical resident at
the Orlando VA Medical Cen-
tre after which he continued
his medical training with the
University of Central Florida/
HCA Healthcare GME as both

an endocrinology fellow and
chief fellow.

During his training, Dr Kinaan
received several awards.

Following his graduation
from the fellowship programme,
Dr Kinaan joined the Univer-
sity of Central Florida/HCA
Healthcare GME as an assistant
professor of medicine and a core
faculty member at the endocrine
fellowship and internal medi-
cine residency programmes. He
was later promoted to assistant
programme director of schol-
arly activity with the internal
medicine residency and associ-
ate programme director of the
endocrinology fellowship prior
to his most recent appointment
as programme director of the
endocrinology fellowship. As
a faculty member, Dr Kinaan
received the Osler Award and
GME Teaching & Mentorship
Award in appreciation of his
skills.
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NU-Q researchers awarded
QNREF, QF research grants

aculty andresearchers from
F Northwestern University in

Qatar (NU-Q) have been
awarded four grants from the
Qatar National Research Fund’s
(QNRF) Undergraduate Research
Experience Programme and two
collaborative research grants
by Qatar Foundation’s Educa-
tion City Innovation in Teaching
Grant programme.

“NU-Q continues to play its role
as an impactful institution located
at the convergence of continents
and cultures” said, Marwan M
Kraidy, dean and CEO of NU-Q. “By
utilising their expertise in the field of
journalism, critical security studies,
and digital media, these researchers
are boosting Qatar’s strategy to be
a thriving knowledge society while
also advancing the future of research

and collaborative engagements in
academia to new heights?”

Prof Khaled al-Hroub, Eddy
Borges-Rey, Hasan Mahmud,
and Spencer Striker are among
the faculty awarded the grants by
QNREF’s Undergraduate Research
Experience Programme.

As part of their projects, they
will work with students from
NU-Q to examine digital citizen-
ship in the Arab world, higher
education in Qatar, the Pales-
tinian diaspora in Qatar, and the
history of global pandemics.

NU-Q faculty and researchers
have also been awarded grants
through QF’s Education City In-
novation in Teaching Grant pro-
gramme for projects examining
religious pluralism and critical
security studies. These grants

are awarded to cross-institution
research projects by faculty in
Education City and Qatar to im-
plement creative and innovative
pedagogical approaches in the
classroom.

In highlighting the impact of
the projects, Zachary Wright,
professor in residence and as-
sociate dean for faculty affairs
at NU-Q, said: “The topics
involved speak to some of the
more interesting and urgent
discussions within contempo-
rary regional contexts. These
funded projects testify to NU-
Q’s foregrounding of agile re-
search methodologies involv-
ing new media, faculty-student
learning, as well as interdisci-
plinary and cross-campus col-
laboration.”

Qatar boosts IAEA co-operation to
enhance radioactive waste management

delegation from the
AInternational Atomic

Energy Agency (IAEA)
discussed with a number of of-
ficials from the Radiation and
Chemical Protection Depart-
ment at the Ministry of Envi-
ronment and Climate Change,
ways to bolster the measures
that aim to optimise the man-
agement of radioactive waste
generated from the oil and gas
production in Qatar.

The IAEA delegation met
yesterday with Assistant Un-
dersecretary for Environmental
Affairs Eng Abdul-Hadi Nasser
al-Marri, along with a number
of officials.

The two sides discussed the
IAEA’s possible assistance to
establish an effective national
programme to manage and
treat the radioactive waste
generated from the oil and gas
production, in co-ordination
with QatarEnergy, in addi-
tion to the steps that should
be taken by Qatar for the ef-
fective and secure manage-
ment, as well as the priority
measures that should be taken

to optimise the secure and sus-
tainable management of waste
in commensurate with IAEA’s
international safety standards.

The TAEA’s delegation dis-
cussed the global and modern
expertise in this field, and the
possibility of transferring it to

the Qatari national cadres for
further implementation.

In addition, the MOECC, rep-
resented by the Radiation and
Chemical Protection Depart-
ment, seeks toboost co-operation
with IAEA through a new techni-
cal co-operation programme that

has been designed by the depart-
ment’s professionals to be further
implemented in 2024.

The programme includes the
training of Qatari cadres on the
state-of-the-art global tech-
nologies in the area of treating
radioactive waste. - QNA

Qatar takes partin Asian Arabic Debating Championshipin Oman

The second edition of the Asian
Arabic Debating Championship
kicked off yesterday in Oman
with over 320 participants from
18 states, including Qatar, at-
tending.

The event will run until February

2, with the participation of Qatar,
Australia, Azerbaijan, India, Indone-
sia, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon,
Malaysia, Pakistan, Palestine, Saudi
Arabia, South Korea, Thailand,
Vietnam and Yemen.

The championship aims to propa-
gate the culture of dialogue and

Abdulrahman bin Ibrahim
al-Subaie

debate among youth, in addition to
developing educational activities at
the local, regional and international
levels for the group targeted by the
championship, as well as opening
communication channels among
university students from various
Asian countries through dialogue
and debate fields on a range of
general issues.

Director General of Directo-

rate of Youth in the Ministry of
Culture and Vice Chairperson

of the Main Committee of the
championship Hilal bin Saif

al-Siyabi said the championship
attracts an elite group of young
people who realise the critical-
ity of dialogue and knowledge
research.

Director of Programmes and
Projects at the Qatar Debate
Centre, Abdulrahman bin Ibrahim
al-Subaie, said that 42 teams are
participating in this edition of the
championship, compared to 26 in
the first.

The championship will involve 75
referees and 50 young Omani vol-
unteers helping conduct it.(QNA)

QU, QMC to launch co-ordination
meeting to empower media students

atar University (QU), in co-opera-
tion with Qatar Media Corporation,
is launching today a co-ordination

to empower media students and
graduates, with the aim of refining their
skills, developing their capabilities, and
opening the doors of training and job op-
portunities for them, with the participation
of officials from a number of media institu-

mee

tions in the country.

The meeting’s agenda includes research
into strategies and mechanisms for empow-
ering media students and graduates, open-
ing training and employment opportunities
in media institutions and public relations
and strategic communication departments.

It will also discuss how to confront fake
news and be credible, accurate and profes-

sional.

Participants also will present their visions
on linking theoretical study with field work

sectors.

the field of media.

and raising students’ efficiency to enable
them to actively participate in the renais-
sance that the country is witnessing in all

HE the CEO of Qatar Media Corpora-
tion Sheikh Abdulaziz bin Thani al-Thani,
stressed the importance of mobilising and
developing human energies to meet the re-
quirements of Qatar National Vision 2030 in

President of Qatar University Dr Hassan

A& b Lol
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<

QATAN MESDIS CONPORATION

Rashid al-Derham, expressed his hopes and
aspirations for this meeting to be a turn-
ing point in the relationship between the

Department of Media and the Qatar Media

versity’s

Corporation.
He pointed out that this event repre-
sents a practical translation of the uni-

strategic plan aimed at provid-

ing society with a graduate who meets the

various developmental needs sought by

NCSA participates in national CtF competition

he National Cyber Security
I Agency (NCSA) participated
in the national Capture-the-
Flag (CtF) competition (CtF World
Cup Edition), organised by the
KINDI Center for Computing Re-
search at Qatar University College
of Engineering to enable students
to find solutions to cybersecurity
challenges through practical expe-
riences.
Through its participation, NCSA

aims to promote a culture of cy-
bersecurity among students in the
country, as well as encourage stu-
dents and youth initiatives aimed
at enhancing cyber capabilities and
developing skills among university
students.

Director of KINDI Center for
Computing Research at College
of Engineering Dr Abdulaziz Kha-
lid al-Ali said the competition
was aimed at security capacity

building, security education, de-
velopment of cyber capabilities,
development of cyber resilience,
and cyber security competence
assessment.

The Head of the National Cyber
Excellence Department of NCSA,
Dalal al-Aqidi, said NCSA’s partici-
pation stems from its continuous
role in promoting students, youths,
and educational initiatives organ-
ised by KINDI Center. (QNA)

the State. (QNA)
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DISASTER
Earthquake kills three,
injures800iniran

COMMENT
N Korea denies arms
dealing with Russia

BLUNDER
S Korean soldier fires
near border ‘by mistake’

POLICY
Philippines to offer tax
refund to foreign tourists

OPINION
Gandhi’s great-grandson
slamsrising intolerance

A 5.9-magnitude earthquake hit northwestern Iran
overnight, killing at least three people and injuring
more than 800 in the region near the border with
Turkiye. Residents fled their homes as buildings
collapsed and rubble crushed cars, with hundreds
seeking shelter from freezing winter conditions in
evacuation centres as more than 20 aftershocks
rattled the region. The shallow quake hit the city
of Khoy, with a population of around 200,000,

in West Azerbaijan province at 9.44pm Saturday,
said the Seismological Center of the University

of Tehran. “This incident has left 816 injured and
three dead,” West Azerbaijan governor Mohamed
Sadegh Motamedian said.

North Korea denied providing arms to Moscow
after the US said Pyongyang supplied rockets

and missiles to Russia’s private military group
Wagner. Washington earlier this month designated
the Wagner group as a “transnational criminal
organisation”, citing its weapons dealings with
Pyongyang in violation of UN Security Council
resolutions. The White House showed US
intelligence photographs of Russian rail cars
entering North Korea, picking up a load of infantry
rockets and missiles, and returning to Russia. A
North Korean official warned that the US would
face a “really undesirable result” if it persisted in
spreading the “self-made rumour”.

A South Korean soldier mistakenly fired

a machine gun near the border with

North Korea, prompting the military to
inform Pyongyang that the shooting was
unintentional, a report said yesterday. Four
live rounds were fired during a training along
the border in Gangwon province on Saturday
evening, Yonhap news agency reported,
citing South Korean military officials. All of
the bullets landed on the South’s side and

no damage was reported. The military unit
immediately informed North Korea that the
firings were not intentional and stepped up
readiness posture, the officials said.

Philippines President Ferdinand Marcos has
approved a value-added tax refund programme
for foreign tourists by 2024 to attract more visitors,
the Presidential Communications Office (PCO) said
yesterday. The government collects a 12% VAT on
goods consumed within the country. The planis to
allow foreigners to get a VAT refund on items they
are taking out of the Philippines, similar to what
many other countries offer. The measure is among
the proposals a private sector advisory council
presented to Marcos recently to boost the tourism
industry, including improving airport infrastructure
and operations and promoting tourism investment,
the PCO said in a statement.

India’s rising tide of Hindu nationalism is an
affront to the legacy of Mahatma Gandhi,

his great-grandson says, ahead of the 75th
anniversary of the revered independence hero’s
assassination. Gandhi was shot dead at a multi-
faith prayer meeting on January 30, 1948, by
Nathuram Godse, a religious zealot angered by
his victim’s conciliatory gestures to the country’s
minority Muslim community. Godse was
executed the following year and remains widely
reviled, but author and social activist Tushar
Gandhi, one of the global peace symbol’s most
prominent descendants, says his views now have
a worrying resonance in India.

UK premier
sacks party
chairman over
tax affairs

Reuters
London

ritish Prime Minister Rishi
B Sunak sacked Conserva-

tive Party chair Nadhim
Zahawi yesterday after an in-
vestigation found he committed
a serious breach by not being
open about a tax probe, the latest
scandal to hit one of Sunak’s top
ministers.

Sunak had initially stood by
Zahawi before ordering an inde-
pendent adviser to investigate
questions over his tax affairs after
it emerged Zahawi had settled a
probe by Britain’s tax authority
HMRC last year.

Zahawi has said the tax body
ruled he had been “careless” with
his declarations but hadn’t delib-
erately made an error to pay less
tax, confirming he paid a penalty
to HMRC.

Sunak’s independent adviser
Laurie Magnus said that Zahawi
didn’t declare that his tax affairs
were being investigated when he
was briefly made finance minister
last year, and failed to disclose de-
tails when Sunak appointed him to
his current role.

“Following the completion of
the independent adviser’s inves-
tigation...it is clear that there has
been a serious breach of the min-
isterial code;” Sunak said in a letter
to Zahawi.

“As aresult, Thave informed you
of my decision to remove you from
your position in the government ”

Zahawi’s response to Sunak did
not mention either the HMRC or
independent adviser’s investiga-
tion.

He expressed concern at the
conduct of some in the media in
recent weeks and said he would
support Sunak’s agenda as a back-
bench lawmaker.

“I am sorry to my family for the
toll this has taken on them,” he
said.

It is a setback to Sunak’s at-
tempt at a government reset after a
chaotic year that saw three differ-
ent British prime ministers.

An investigation into alleged
bullying by Deputy Prime Minis-

ter Dominic Raab is ongoing and
could cause further headaches.

One Conservative lawmaker
said sacking Zahawi was “clearly
the right decision,” adding Zahawi
“should have resigned to avoid the
embarrassment.”

“Raab is rather different;” the
lawmaker, who declined to be
named, said. “One man’s bullying
is another’s firm direction” Raab
has denied bullying allegations.

The opposition Labour Party
said that Sunak had shown weak-
ness in how he had handled the
Zahawi and Raab cases.

“It’s vital that we now get an-
swers to what Sunak knew and
when did he know it} Labour’s
education spokesperson Bridget
Phillipson said yesterday.

Zahawi’s sacking comes as Su-
nak’s government, facing dec-
ades-high inflation and a wave of
public sector strikes, trails badly in
opinion polls ahead of an expected
2024 election.

Magnus said that the details of
HMRC'’s own investigation — re-
lating to Zahawi’s co-founding
in 2000 of opinion polling firm
YouGov, and how many shares
his father had taken to support its
launch — was outside the scope of
his own inquiry.

But he found that Zahawi had
failed to declare HMRC’s prob-
ing of affairs, or acknowledge that
they were a serious matter.

Zahawi had characterised re-
portslast July over his tax affairs as
“clearly smears”

Zahawi did not correct the
record until last week, when he
said he had reached a settlement
with the authorities.

“I consider that this delay in
correcting an untrue public state-
ment is inconsistent with the re-
quirement for openness,” Magnus
said in a letter to Sunak.

He added that Zahawi had
shown “insufficient regard” for
the requirement “to be honest,
open and an exemplary leader
through his own behaviour”

Zahawi became finance min-
ister following Sunak’s own res-
ignation from the role in July last
year, which helped end Boris John-
son’s scandal-hit premiership.

Palestinian girls sit in the debris of a house a

fter it was demolished by Israeli bulldozers, in the East Jerusalem neighbourhood 6f Jabal Mukaber y:

-

esterday.

Blinken begins Middle East
trip amid spate of violence

Reuters
Cairo

S Secretary of State An-
l |t0ny Blinken landed in

Egypt yesterday at the
start of a three-day visit to the
Middle East as violence flares
between Israelis and Palestin-
ians, and with Iran and Ukraine
high on the agenda.

Blinken heads today to Je-
rusalem, where Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu’s new
right-wing government has
stirred concern at home and
abroad over the future of Israel’s
secular values, fraying relations
with the Arab population and
deadlock in peace talks with the

Iran condemns drone
attack on defence site

AFP
Tehran

“cowardly” night-time drone

attack that targeted a defence
ministry site, at a time of high ten-
sions over its nuclear programme
and Russia’s war in Ukraine.

An anti-aircraft system de-
stroyed one drone and two oth-
ers exploded, the ministry said,
adding that there were no casu-
alties and only minor damage to
the site in the central province of
Isfahan.

“This cowardly act was carried
out today as part of the efforts
made by enemies of the Iranian
nation in recent months to make
the Islamic republic insecure,”
Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian said.

“Such measures cannot af-
fect the will and intention of our
specialists for peaceful nuclear
developments,” he added.

Iran yesterday condemned a

A fireball 1it up the night sky
in video footage widely shared
on social media and published by
Iranian state media, with people
outside seen running and emer-
gency service vehicles speeding
towards the site.

The defence ministry de-
scribed the attack as “unsuc-
cessful’} saying it was carried out
“on one of the workshop com-
plexes of the ministry’; according
to state news agency IRNA.

“The attack, which occurred
at around 11.30pm (2000GMT)
on Saturday, did not cause any
disruption to the operation of the
complex,” it said.

Authorities did not elabo-
rate on activities at the site, but
IRNA said the strike had targeted
“an ammunition manufacturing
plant”

It added that “one of the quad-
copters used in the attack, which
suffered less damage during the
confrontation operation, was
handed over to the security forc-

es stationed in the complex”.

Parliament member Moham-
ed-Hassan Assafari told the
Mehr news agency that “oppo-
nents and enemies” of Iran aimed
to “disrupt the defensive power”
of the country with the attack.

The drone strike comes as
Iran’s standoff with major pow-
ers over its nuclear programme
remains unresolved.

Iran has also faced Western
accusations that it has been sup-
plying armed drones to Russia
for use in the war in Ukraine, a
charge Tehran denies.

Iran has been engaged in a
shadow war for years with its
arch-enemy Israel, blamed for a
series of sabotage attacks and as-
sassinations targeting the Iranian
nuclear programme, and with Is-
rael’s ally the US.

A few hours before the Isfahan
attack, a major fire broke out at a
motor oil production plant in the
northwestern province of East
Azerbaijan, IRNA reported.

Palestinians. On Thursday, Is-
raeli forces killed nine people in
the occupied West Bank city of
Jenin, the deadliest raid there in
years.

In talks with the new Israeli
administration, which includes
ultra-nationalist parties that
want to expand West Bank set-
tlements, Blinken will repeat
US calls for calm and emphasise
Washington’s support for a two-
state solution, although US

officials admit peace talks are
not likely soon.

Blinken will also travel to
Ramallah to meet with Palestin-
ian Authority President Mah-
moud Abbas.

Netanyahu’s government
has proposed a sweeping over-
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haul of the judiciary that would
strengthen political control over
the appointment of judges while
weakening the Supreme Court’s
ability to overturn laws or strike
down government action.

The proposals have triggered
big demonstrations against
what protesters see as the un-
dermining of judicial independ-
ence.

Blinken will hear from people
inside and outside of govern-
ment on the reforms, Barbara
Leaf, the top state department
official for the Middle East,
added.

Diplomats will also discuss
US efforts to revive the stalled
2015 deal between big powers
and Iran, opposed by Israel, that

Members of the Indian military band take part in the
Beating the Retreat ceremony during rains in New Delhi,
India, yesterday.

lifted international sanctions in
return for curbs on Iran’s nu-
clear programme.

Blinken yesterday met with
Egyptian youth leaders at the
American University in Cairo,
and told reporters he wanted
to strengthen Washington’s
“strategic partnership” with
Egypt.

Blinken will meet President
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi and Foreign
Minister Sameh Shoukry today,
and discuss issues such as Su-
dan’s stuttering transition to
democracy and elections in Lib-
ya, the state department said.

Blinken will also be under
pressure to raise human rights
concerns.

The Biden administration

has withheld some military aid
to Egypt over its failure to meet
human rights conditions, al-
though advocacy groups have
pushed for more to be with-
held.

Most of the $1.3bn in mili-
tary aid that Washington
sends to Egypt each year re-
mains intact and the US says
Sisi’s government has made
progress on reducing political
detentions.

Sisi, who became president
in 2014, has said Egypt holds no
political prisoners, and argues
that security is paramount and
that the government is promot-
ing human rights by working to
provide basic needs such as jobs
and housing.

Four dead after record
flooding in New Zealand

Reuters
Wellington

ew Zealand’s death toll
Nfrom heavy rain rose to

four yesterday as flash
floods and landslides on the
north island continued for a
third day.

Battered since Friday, Auck-
land, New Zealand’s largest city,
remained under a state of emer-
gency.

The nation’s weather fore-
caster, MetService, warned of
more severe weather for the
north island.

Intense rainfall could also
cause surface and flash flooding,
it said.

“We know that there is po-
tential for more adverse weather
tonight,” Auckland Emergency
Management controller Rachel
Kelleher told reporters.

The emergency covers large
swathes of the north island, with
Waitomo District about 220km
from Auckland, declaring a state
of emergency late on Saturday.

A man missing after being
swept away on Friday in One-
whero, a rural village about
70km south of Auckland, was
confirmed dead, police said.
“The most horrific part of it is
that we’ve lost lives,” Deputy
Prime Minister Carmel Sepuloni
said in Auckland, a city of 1.6mn.

Climate change is causing epi-
sodes of heavy rainfall to become
more common and more intense
in New Zealand, though the im-
pact varies by region.

Climate Change Minister
James Shaw noted the link to cli-
mate change on Saturday when
he tweeted his support for those
affected by flooding.

Police said yesterday they
were assisting with traffic man-
agement and road closures in
Waitomo District after heavy
rainfall “caused numerous slips,
flooding and damage to roads”

In nearby Bay of Plenty there
was also “widespread flooding”
police said, as well as a landslide
that had knocked down a house
and was threatening neighbour-
ing properties.
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The brouhaha over
what the ChatGPT
can and can’t do

It would not be an exaggeration to state that ChatGPT
has caused excitement and consternation equally across the
world. The chatbot is the latest model of GPT (Generative
Pre-Trained Transformer), from OpenAl, the same company
behind the Artificial Intelligence (AI)-fuelled art generation
platform DALL-E. The text-generating AI platform, which
employs similar technology to make the users feel like they are
messaging with areal person, has been stunning audiences with
its ability to spit out human-like text.

The chatbot is currently enjoying a ‘research preview, during
which the public is allowed to use the platform for free while
the company gathers information about users’ experience. An
example of ChatGPT’s prowess was revealed by a new research
from a professor at the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton
School who found it was able to pass the final exam for the
school’s MBA programme. While the tech has impressed a lot of
people, it has also worried them. In particular, critics fear that
the chatbot will potentially make students lazy, lead to a swell in
disinformation, and prove otherwise disruptive to major media
industries.

As expected, the ChatGPT backlash officially began early
this month in the US when New York City public schools
barred teachers and students from using the chatbot,
apparently fearing that the powerful AI would lead to a
tsunami of cheating. New York City Education Department
spokesperson Jenna Lyle explained that “due to concerns
about negative impacts on student learning, and concerns
regarding the safety and accuracy of content, access to

ChatGPT is restricted
on New York City
Public Schools’
networks and devices.
While the tool may
be able to provide
quick and easy
answers to questions,
it does not build
critical-thinking
and problem-
solving skills, which
are essential for
academic and lifelong
success.” NYC Public
Schools’ statement
also seems to make reference to ChatGPT’s accuracy problem.

More and more people seem to be waking up to the darker
implications of ChatGPT’s technology. While the chatbot has so
far managed to impress users with its ability to spin up a wealth
of creative material, concerns persist over how it will inevitably
be misused. When it comes to education specifically, many have
predicted that ChatGPT will be used to cheat, to automatically
fabricate college essays, and to otherwise hamper students’
ability to learn and do things for themselves.

On arelated note, a college student spent New Year’s Day
creating an app that can decipher what content was written by
ahuman and what was spawned by ChatGPT. Edward Tian, a
computer science and journalism student at Princeton, created
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Realism about techno-optimism

By Gernot Wagner
New York

echnology will save us! No, it
won't!

Whenever the climate-policy
debate addresses specific economic
sectors, potential carbon-abatement
technologies, or energy strategy,
the same fundamental question
always arises: How much can we
rely on “simple,” preferably “cheap,’
technofixes? Can climate change be
addressed by counting on people to
switch to lower-carbon technologies, or
will it take more fundamental changes
to how we live and organise ourselves as
asociety?

These are not just philosophical
or academic questions. In today’s
political culture, they have been among
the issues that most divide right and
left. One side trusts markets and new
technologies to fix everything, while
the other insists that public policy must
play aleading role. Yes, this caricature
is far too crude. But recognising that it
is how many politicians, polemicists,
and their followers frame the matter
can help us analyse, and ultimately
improve, how new clean-technology
developments are received.

Consider the apparent scientific
breakthrough in nuclear fusion last
month. Longstanding debates about
nuclear energy returned to the fore.
Techno-optimists seized on the idea
that we may have unlocked a source
of truly unlimited clean energy. That
would be in everyone’s interest,
regardless of political stance, and it
would seem to confirm that human
ingenuity holds the key to our salvation.

But not even the most ardent techno-
optimists can claim that technology

will save us on its own. After all, this
first-ever fusion ignition happened

at Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory, a US federal research facility
where government scientists conduct
experiments paid for with taxpayer
money.

Yes, there are also startups working
on fusion, in the hope of launching the
first demonstration plants in the coming
decade. But they, too, are clamouring
for government funds, whether
direct subsidies or the Department of
Energy loan guarantees enabled by the
Inflation Reduction Act. The picture is
no different in the United Kingdom or
elsewhere, nor is it confined to fusion
technology. Silicon Valley, that bastion
of techno-libertarianism, depends on
government funding and favourable
policies more than many other
industries do.

None of this will come as a surprise
to those working in the energy sector,
which includes some of the world’s
most heavily regulated, taxed, and
subsidised industries. Governments
pick winners all the time, and lobbying
plays no small part in the process.

Now consider a second recent
episode. Cookstoves have been
catapulted into the centre of the US
culture wars, following a statement by
afederal consumer-protection agency
voicing concerns about their effects
on household air quality. Induction
represents the new technology, gas the
old, and the debate has both too much
nuance and too much nonsense for the
public to make sense of it easily.

In this case, many on the right - who
would ordinarily trust technology
to save us - are siding with the old
technology in the name of opposing
government “overreach” But unlike
in the past, they can no longer argue

against induction on the grounds that
it costs more. You can now get an
induction plate at IKEA for $70.

Shifting from gas to induction could
be considered largely symbolic in the
fight against climate change. Yes, most
homes in temperate and cold climates
use significantly more gas for heating
than for cooking. But this step would
go well beyond mere symbolism in
households where it would mean
cutting off the gas line altogether.

The fusion and stove debates show
why getting technology right requires
moving beyond simplistic yes-no
shouting matches. As a general matter,
no-one should dispute that we need
both new technologies and new policies
to cut carbon dioxide emissions at
the necessary pace and scale. Just ask
the Texas Land and Liberty Coalition,
an advocacy group representing
traditionally conservative farmers
and ranchers. The group is calling for
policies to advance renewable-energy
projects across the state.

All techno-optimists should be
doing the same. If you believe that
new technologies are the answer to
climate change, you should want the
state to use policy levers to hasten those
technologies’ deployment. But the
problem is that many who are lobbying
for such policies are doing so in private,
while those who are lobbying against
new technologies are much more vocal
about it. As aresult, public discourse
remains a caricature.

With a more nuanced debate, the
public would appreciate that not all
technological solutions are created
equal. Induction stoves, heat pumps
(the more efficient electric alternative
to gas), retrofitting, and solar and wind
power are all ready to be deployed
at scale - immediately. But other

technologies - chiefly nuclear fusion,
but also green liquid fuels for uses
where electrification is much more
efficient - are not. They are at best

a distraction, or, worse, an excuse

for continued inaction. They could

still deliver future benefits with more
research and development funding; but
that must not detract from cutting CO2
emissions this decade.

As the joke goes, nuclear fusion
has been 30 years away for decades.
Now that it has been achieved in a lab
setting, those 30 years may actually
be true. That means the technology
could well become an essential part of
the low-carbon electricity mix in the
second half of this century. But, given
that timeline, nobody who understands
the climate science would suggest
nuclear fusion as the only technofix.
Roughly 7mn people are already dying
each year from air pollution, which is
largely caused by the burning of fossil
fuels, and our ability to keep climate
change in check depends on what we
do between now and 2030, and then
between 2030 and 2050.

No solution is sufficient on its own.
But speeding up the adoption of already
proven and scalable technologies is a
necessary goal, especially when the
many hidden costs associated with
fossil fuels are included in the calculus,
and will require new policies to guide
investments in the right direction.
Techno-optimists ought to be their
loudest advocates.

Technology alone will not save us. But
nothing else on its own will, either.

— Project Syndicate

® Gernot Wagner, a climate
economist at Columbia Business
School, is the author, most recently, of
Geoengineering: The Gamble.

Roughly 7mn people are
already dying each year
from air pollution, which
islargely caused by the
burning of fossil fuels, and
our ability to keep climate
changeincheckdepends
onwhat we dobetween
now and 2030, and then
between 2030 and 2050

the program, GPTZero, to help combat academic plagiarism
generated by the new chatbot. Tian’s program analyses text

for complexity and ‘randomness’ to assess whether it was
spawned by a human or machine. He shared links to his creation
on Twitter early January, explaining how it was designed to
“quickly and efficiently detect whether an essay is ChatGPT or
human written.”

An Amazon lawyer, reportedly urged employees not to share
any Amazon confidential information (including Amazon code
they are working on) with the AI chatbot. The guidance comes
after the company reportedly witnessed ChatGPT responses
that have mimicked internal Amazon data. So eventually, it has
boiled down to this — all academic or professional writings are
going to be run through GPTZero like programs, in addition to
the routine anti-plagiarism screenings. Technology has always
been a double-edged sword, which could produce fantastic
results if judiciously and ethically deployed. It just got smarter,
sharper, and powerful and indeed elevated to the next level.
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Drought-hit New Yorkers: Where’s the snow?
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A combo of photos taken on January 29, 2022 (top) and
January 26, 2023 (bottom) shows pedestrians making
their way across a street in central Manhattan. (AFP)

A combo of pictures shows images taen on January 7,
2022 (top) and January 25, 2023 (bottom) of people
crossing the Brooklyn Bridge.

A combo of pictures shows people in Dubo nighbourhoo
of Brooklyn on March 14, 2017 (top) and on January 25, 2023
(bottom).

A combo of photos taken on January 7, 2022 (top) and
January 13, 2023 (bottom) shows visitors standing at a
viewpoint in Central Park.

puzzled, some questioning their
love-hate relationship with the white
stuff.

“It’s really sad,” said retired teacher

country ski around the main parks.
“You stay home, you drink hot cocoa;
it's beautiful and the dog loves it,”
filmmaker Renata Romain told AFP.

flakes fell last Wednesday but not
enough to count.

The longest residents have had to
wait for measurable snow is January

drought.” “It’s very unusual,” NWS
meteorologist Nelson Vaz told AFP,
saying the global La Nina weather
pattern was responsible for keeping

according to Weather.com.
Scientists say climate change is
causing winters to be warmer and
shorter.

By Peter Hutchison, AFP
New York

he idea of New York in winter-
Ttime conjures up images of
Manhattan’s Times Square and
Central Park shrouded in snow. Not
this year.
The city was forecast yesterday to
surpass a 50-year record for the
latest first snowfall of the season.
It is also close to recording its
highest number of consecutive days
without any measurable flakes.
The snowless streak has New Yorkers

Anne Hansen. “Basically, we don’t like
to see the snow. But now we're sorely
missing it,” she told AFP.

The Big Apple usually gets its first
dusting around mid-December. Last
season it arrived on Christmas Eve.

A heavy load often results in “snow
days,” beloved by children and office
workers who gets days off school
and work.

Kids grab their sleds and head to the
nearest grassy slope. Adults cross-

Joyww turns to despair fairly quickly
though, as the snow turns yellowy-
brown, trash piles up on the sidewalk
and trips to the launderette become
hazardous.

“The snow is pretty to look at the
first day, but afterwards it’s dirty and
I don't like it. It’s slushy. It’s nasty,”
added Romain.

Meteorologists define snowfall in
NYC as snow that measures at least
0.1 inches in Central Park. Some

29, arecord set in 1973, according to
the National Weather Service (NWS).
No snow yesterday meant the
longest wait since records began in
1869.

New York is also approaching its

colder fronts further north and west.
Up to 40 inches (1m) of snow fell

in Buffalo, New York state, near

the Canadian border, in December,
killing at least 39 people.

But a few hundred miles southeast,

snow.

“It's disconcerting,” Hansen said of
recent balmy days that have felt
more like fall.

New York has never gone a whole
cold season without measurable

longest streak of consecutive days
without snow. The current record is
332, which ended on December 15,
2020.

in NYC and surrounding Atlantic
coastal areas, the precipitation
has meant lots of rain amid mild
temperatures.

And with February usually its
snowiest month, a white blanket
could soon envelope the Big Apple
yet.

Sunday was day 326. Accuweather
has called the period a “snow

Only 1932 had a warmer first 25 days
of January in New York than 2023,

Memphis disbands police

unit after beating video

AFP
Memphis

he US city of Memphis has dis-

I banded the special police unit

whose officers fatally beat a

young Black man, after graphic video of

the assault sparked widespread shock
and outrage.

The video, which shows five offic-
ers repeatedly kicking and punching
29-year-old Tyre Nichols as he moans
and calls out for his mother, triggered
calls for police reform.

The southern US city on Saturday an-
nounced it had deactivated the officers’
special unit, known as Scorpion, which
was launched in 2021 to reduce ille-
gal activity by assigning more police to
high-crime areas.

The Memphis Police Department said
in a statement it was “in the best in-
terest of all to permanently deactivate
the SCORPION Unit” which stands
for Street Crimes Operation to Restore
Peace in Our Neighbourhoods.

“The officers currently assigned to
the unit agree unreservedly with this
next step,” the department added.

Several dozen demonstrators called
for police reform Saturday afternoon as

they gathered in the chilly rain in front
of city hall shouting “No justice, no
peace!” and carrying signs with slogans
such as “Justice for Tyre Nichols.”

At one point, a police car ended up
surrounded by a group of protesters,
who directed their angry chants at the
vehicle.

Memphis City Council member ] B
Smiley Jr addressed the crowd’s de-
mands, speaking to protesters in the
rain.

“Memphis has an opportunity to set
the standard on how to respond to ac-
tions like this,” he told them.

The five Memphis officers, who are
all Black, were charged with second-
degree murder in the beating of Nichols,
who died in hospital on January 10 three
days after being stopped on suspicion of
reckless driving.

The lengthy video footage from po-
lice body cameras released on Friday
evening shows the group of officers de-
taining Nichols, attempting to take him
down using a Taser, then giving chase as
he evades them.

Subsequent segments — the foot-
age runs about an hour in total, and is
audio-only in parts — show Nichols
calling for his mother, and groaning as
officers repeatedly assault him.

New Czech president to foster EU, Ukraine ties

Newly-elected Czech president Petr Pavel, a former Nato general, will promote close
ties with the European Union and offer firm support for Ukraine in the face of the
Russian invasion, analysts said.

The 61-year-old war hero beat billionaire populist Andrej Babis to win Saturday’s
presidential election. A former chief of Nato’s military committee, he will replace
outspoken, divisive incumbent Milos Zeman who had fostered closer ties with
Moscow and Beijing before making a U-turn when Russia invaded Ukraine last year.
Analysts told AFP that Pavel’s experience in military diplomacy would be a clear
asset as he held a very different presidency than his predecessor.

“We know that his contacts at Nato, as well as with peers from Nato member
states... are very strong, and foreign policy will be his domain,” said Pavel Havlicek, a
scientist at the Association for International Affairs in Prague.

“I think he will be a proficient president if we realise the war in Ukraine is one of the
key problems Europe is facing,” Havlicek told AFP.

Pavel was a member of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia in the 1980s and
began a rapid rise through army ranks until communism fell in 1989.

After Czechoslovakia split into the Czech Republic and Slovakia in 1993, Pavel
became an advocate of EU and Nato membership.

During campaigning he argued there was still “no better alternative”.

Protester dies as Peru’s political crisis continues

A man in Peru’s capital Lima died on Saturday and others were hospitalised as
nationwide clashes between protesters and police continued in the eighth week of
the South American country’s political crisis.

The death of Victor Santisteban Yacsavilca, 55, brings to 58 the nationwide toll in
the protests that began in early December after the impeachment and arrest of
President Pedro Castillo.

Initially focused in Peru’s rural, mountainous south, protests have gained steam

in the capital in recent weeks. Saturday’s protests were mostly in Lima and the
southern Cusco region, Peru’s ombudsman said in a statement.

Santisteban had suffered a severe head injury, the national health insurance agency
said in a statement.

Some protests escalated as demonstrators armed with rocks and makeshift shields
clashed with police, who deployed gas and rubber bullets.

Peru’s ombudsman condemned reports of attacks against journalists covering the
protests. President Dina Boluarte expressed regret early on Saturday after Congress
refused to speed up the timeline for a presidential election amid the unrest, her
office said. Lawmakers had given an initial green light to moving elections from
2026-2024, but on Friday voted down proposals hold the election this year.

Trump warns 2024
election ‘one shot’
to save America

AFP
Columbia

election would be America’s last chance for sal-

vation as he attempted to revive a faltering third
run for the White House in two US states that launched
his winning 2016 presidential campaign.

Buffeted by political and legal headwinds, the
76-year-old Republican addressed a few hundred sup-
porters at an intimate rally in South Carolina’s capital
Columbia after speaking to grassroots activists in Sa-
lem, New Hampshire.

“The 2024 election is our one shot to save our coun-
try and we need a leader who’s ready to do that on day
one,” Trump said from a podium beneath the State-
house rotunda, flanked by American flags and some of
his most loyal political allies.

The events were seen as a chance to revitalise a stut -
tering campaign amid criticism over Trump’s failure to
make any public appearances since he announced his
latest run in November.

But there was no discernible shift in his messaging
as he launched into his debunked claims of a stolen
2020 election and reprised his litany of disparaging
nicknames for his political rivals.

He touched on favourite culture war talking points,
railing against critical race theory that he said was be-
ing taught in the military as well as gender ideology
and windmills that he said were mainly Chinese-made
bird-killers.

“There’s only one president who has ever challenged
the entire establishment in Washington, and with your
vote next year, we will do it again,” he said seeking to
revive his 2016 image as an insurgent outsider. His
most divisive remarks were reserved for the conserva-
tive critics he refers to as “RINOs” — Republicans in
name only — whom he criticised at both events, argu-
ing in New Hampshire that they were “even more dan-
gerous than Democrats.”

During his address to party activists in Salem he had
touted his record on law and order, immigration and
“rebuilding” the US military as he vowed to save the
country from “being destroyed by a selfish, radical,
corrupt political establishment ”

“I'm more angry now and more committed now
than I ever was,” Trump said. “We need a president
who’s ready to hit the ground running on day one.”

D onald Trump warned on Saturday that the next

Former president Donald Trump speaks at the New
Hampshire Republican State Committee’s Annual
Meeting in Salem, New Hampshire. (AFP)

At

“That’s what makes New York, New
York, right?” said Romain.

least 51 dead

in Pakistan bus,
boat tragedies

AFP
Bela/lslamabad

t least 51 people were
Akilled in two separate

transport accidents in
western Pakistan yesterday,
when a bus plunged off a bridge
and a boat carrying a class of
children capsized.

Forty-one are so far con-
firmed dead after their bus
crashed into a ravine in south-
western Balochistan province,
while at least 10 students died in
the boating accident in north-
western Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
officials said.

As many as three are still
missing in the waters, with a
rescue operation underway.

At the remote site of the bus
crash, north of the city of Bela
in Lasbela district, senior ad-
ministration official Hamza
Anjum said “the dead bodies...
are beyond recognition”.

Anjum said 40 corpses were
retrieved from the wreck along-
side three injured, one of whom
died shortly after. The remain-
ing two survivors were in “seri-
ous” condition.

The charred brown husk of
the vehicle chassis smoked on
a dry riverbed under the bridge
yesterday, according to video
released by the provincial gov-
ernment.

A team of men used heavy
machinery to move the twisted
metal aside and pull out the
burnt remains, which were then
shrouded in white cloth.

Head of the local rescue serv-
ice Asghar Ramazan told AFP
the bus had been loaded with
containers of oil.

“When the bus fell down, it
immediately caught fire)” he
said. The oil “caused the fire to
flare up so much that it was dif-
ficult to control” he added.

The bus was reportedly car-
rying a total of 48 passengers
when it hit a pillar on the bridge
and careened off course earlier
yesterday.

It had been travelling over-
night between Balochistan’s
provincial capital of Quetta and
the southern port city of Kara-
chi.

“It is feared that the driver
may have fallen asleep,” Anjum
said, also mentioning the pos-

Rescue workers search for the victims drowned in the waters of
Tanda Dam after a boat carrying students capsized in Kohat district
of northern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. Below: A resident looks
at the wreckage of a burnt passenger bus in Lasbela district of

Pakistan’s Balochistan province yesterday. (AFP)

e

sibility he had been speeding
during the long-distance trip.

“We will investigate the
causes of the accident” he said,
adding that DNA tests would be
needed to determine the iden-
tity of the remains, which had
been “badly mutilated”

In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, lo-
cal police official Mir Rauf told
AFP all of the drowned so far
recovered from the boating ac-
cident on Tanda Dam lake were
aged between seven and 14.

A total of 17 were rescued
alive from the reservoir by yes-
terday afternoon.

“Everything was normal
until suddenly the boat over-
turned,” said 11-year-old survi-
vor Mohamed Mustafa from his
hospital bed in the nearby city
of Kohat.

“I got stuck under the boat,”
he told AFP. “My shawl and
sweater weighed me down, so I
took them off”

“The water was extremely
cold and my body went numb.
I thought I was going to pass
out when a man on an inflatable
tube saved me?”

One of the rescued was a
teacher, who remained uncon-
scious as the rescue operation
continued for up to three pupils
still missing.

The class of madrassa stu-
dents “went out for a picnic and
boating” at the scenic location,
district police chief Adbul Rauf
told AFP.

“According to the informa-
tion so far, the boat was in a di-
lapidated condition and it was
overloaded too,” he said.
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