
Superstar Neymar returned to 
action as Brazil overwhelmed 
South Korea 4-1 in the FIFA 

World Cup Qatar 2022 Round of 16 
yesterday to book a berth in the last 
8, where they will meet Croatia who 
edged Japan in a penalty shootout 
earlier in the day.

Following yesterday’s results, six of 
the eight teams in the quarter-fi nals 
have been identifi ed, with Argentina, the 
Netherlands, France and England quali-
fying earlier. The line-up will be com-
pleted today after the Spain vs Morocco 
and Portugal vs Switzerland matches.

Goalkeeper Dominik Livakovic was 
the hero for Croatia, saving three 
penalties in the shootout as his side 
beat Japan at Al Janoub Stadium to 
reach the quarter-fi nals.

Japan had already beaten European 
heavyweights Germany and Spain in 
Qatar and they looked on track to take 
down 2018 runners-up Croatia when 
Daizen Maeda put them ahead just 
before half-time.

But Ivan Perisic brought Croatia level 

in the 55th minute with an impressive 
header from Dejan Lovren’s cross and 
a hard-fought match became the fi rst 
of this World Cup to go into extra-time.

When neither side could break the 
deadlock, the tie also produced the 
fi rst penalty shootout of Qatar 2022.

It continued a remarkable pattern 
- seven of Croatia’s past eight knock-
out games at major tournaments have 
gone to extra time, the only exception 
being their 4-2 defeat in the fi nal by 
France in Russia four years ago.

In nail-biting tension, Livakovic 
saved the fi rst two spot-kicks before 
stopping Maya Yoshida’s eff ort, and 
then Mario Pasalic struck the winning 
penalty to send Croatia through.

Later, World Cup favourites Bra-
zil produced a performance to delight 
fans and terrify potential opponents as 
they ripped through South Korea with 
four fi rst-half goals to secure a hugely 
impressive 4-1 victory in their last-16 
clash at Stadium 974. To Page 3

Amir holds phone 
call with Scholz
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al-Thani held a phone 
call yesterday with Chancellor of the 
friendly Federal Republic of Germany 
Olaf Scholz. At the outset of the call, 
the chancellor congratulated the 
Amir for hosting and organising the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, wishing 
the participating teams success in 
the tournament. The call also dealt 
with discussing bilateral relations 
and the means to enhance them in 
various fields, especially energy and 
economy, in addition to discussing 
the latest regional and international 
developments. (QNA)

GULF     TIMES

 published in

QATAR

since 1978TUESDAY  Vol.  XXXXIII No. 12484

December 6, 2022
Jumada I 12, 1444 AH
 
www. gulf-times.com   2 Riyals 

© FIFA

17
Day

Spain prepare 
for Morocco test
Sport Page 2

Today’s schedule

Round of 16

Spain vs Morocco, 6pm
at Education City Stadium

Portugal vs Switzerland, 10pm
at Lusail Stadium

Yesterday’s results

Round of 16

Croatia 1 (3) Japan 1 (1)
Croatia win 3-1 on penalties

Brazil 4 South Korea 1

Portuguese professional footballer 
Cristiano Ronaldo yesterday 
said that he was extremely 
impressed by the experience of 
the World Cup in Qatar, adding 
that everything is dazzling in 
the current tournament. In a 
press statement, he said the 
experience of World Cup in Qatar 
is superb and stunning, including 
the transportation, hospitality, 
stadiums, facilities and the easy 
movement, lauding the close 
distance between the stadiums 
where a person can watch more 
than one game a day, expressing 
his extreme admiration for the 
distinguished Qatari organisation 
of FIFA Fan Festival. Ronaldo 
indicated that the World Cup 
is perfectly organised and the 
weather is very perfect and 
suitable. He confirmed that it is a 
wonderful experience and anyone 
who came here will leave very 
happy. (QNA)

Amir, UAE president review fraternal ties

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani and 
President of the sisterly United 

Arab Emirates Sheikh Mohamed bin Za-
yed al-Nahyan held an offi  cial talks ses-
sion at the Amiri Diwan yesterday.

At the beginning of the session, the 
Amir welcomed the president of the 
UAE and the accompanying delega-
tion. The Amir congratulated Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed al-Nahyan on the 
51st National Day of the UAE, hop-
ing that this visit would contribute to 
the development of joint co-operation 
relations between the two brotherly 
countries, pushing it to a broader level.

The UAE president expressed his 
gratitude and appreciation to the Amir 

for the warm reception and generous 
hospitality, congratulating Qatar’s on-
going hosting of the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup, and its exceptional success in or-
ganising and hosting this world cham-
pionship.

During the talks, they discussed the 
brotherly bilateral relations between 
the two countries and ways to support 
and consolidate them in various fi elds, 
especially regarding strengthening the 
bonds of co-operation for the good of 
the two brotherly people, in addition to 
strengthening joint Gulf action.

They also reviewed the developments 
of regional and international events and 
exchanged views on a number of cur-
rent issues of common concern.

His Highness the Personal Repre-
sentative of the Amir Sheikh Jassim bin 
Hamad al-Thani, HE the Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman 
al-Thani, HE the Chief of the Amiri 
Diwan Sheikh Saoud bin Abdulrahman 
al-Thani, and a number of Sheikhs and 
ministers attended the talks.

On the Emirati side, National Secu-
rity Adviser of the UAE Sheikh Tah-
noun bin Zayed al-Nahyan, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Presi-
dential Court Sheikh Mansour bin Za-
yed al-Nahyan and a number of mem-
bers of the accompanying delegation 
attended the talks.

His Highness the Amir hosted a 

luncheon banquet in honour of the 
UAE president and the delegation ac-
companying him.

Upon arrival at the Amiri Diwan, an 
offi  cial reception ceremony was held 
for the UAE president.

Earlier, His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani led 
well-wishers to welcome his brother 
the UAE president upon his arrival at 
the Amiri Terminal of Hamad Interna-
tional Airport yesterday morning on an 
offi  cial visit to the country.

Also present to welcome the presi-
dent were His Highness the Personal 
Representative of the Amir Sheikh 
Jassim bin Hamad al-Thani, HE the 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 

of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Abdulrahman al-Thani, HE the Chief 
of the Amiri Diwan Sheikh Saoud bin 
Abdulrahman al-Thani and a number 
of Sheikhs. 

Later in the day, the Amir led the 
farewell of his brother UAE President 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed al-Nahy-
an, upon his departure from the Hamad 

International Airport, along with the 
accompanying delegation, following 
an offi  cial visit to the country. 

His Highness the Personal Repre-
sentative of the Amir, HE the Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of For-
eign Aff airs, HE the Chief of the Amiri 
Diwan and a number of Sheikhs were 
present at the farewell. (QNA) Page 3

You better keep your 
mouth shut, German 
scribe tells DFB
By Jürgen Hogrefe

The German national team will 
only gradually realise the un-
believable damage they caused 

with their goofy gesture before the 
kick off  against Japan - keeping their 
mouths shut as a sign of protest. Per-
haps the least damage is that it robbed 
the German team of its concentration 
for the match against Japan. 

Losing a game at the World Cup - it 
can happen. Being eliminated from the 
World Cup in Qatar in the prelimi-
nary round is a more serious matter 
for Germany. It is, after all, the third 
elimination in a row in an important 
international tournament. This did not 
happen by accident. There is some-
thing structural behind it. Germany, 
once a powerful football nation, has 
a real problem. It cannot only be ex-
plained by the fact that the players 
were unfocused or that the coach chose 
the wrong line-up or decided on the 
wrong tactics. The problem lies much 
deeper. 

It lies in the mentality, in the attitude 
towards oneself and towards others. 

In order to be successful in com-
petition, you have to know where you 
stand, what role you play in compari-
son to others and how your opponent is 
to be assessed. The mentality problems 
of the German team and the German 
Football Association DFB are quickly 
named: colossal overestimation of 
oneself. Lack of seriousness towards 
themselves and towards the game. But 
above all, the German team and the 
German offi  cials lacked respect. Re-
spect for the opponent, for the inter-
national rules and for the host of the 
tournament.

The gesture of covering the mouth in 
front of the world’s television cameras 
before the match is now coming back 
at the Germans like a boomerang. The 
damage the national team has done to 
the Germans’ reputation in the world 

will only gradually become visible, and 
it will last for a long time.

The least of the damage is that Ger-
many is no longer the role model and 
favourite of many football fans world-
wide. The German team played lousy 
football in Qatar and was rightly elimi-
nated. That is sad and it is damaging to 
the image of German football. One can 
live with that. But the German team 
was covered with malice. That is bad.

Many people around the world are 
partly restrained and partly openly 
happy that the Germans had to go 
home. This has nothing to do with 
football, it is the result of the goofy 
gesture with which the Germans en-
tered the tournament.

According to the national team and 
the offi  cials, the gesture was meant 
to show that the national team stands 
up for human rights. It therefore con-
sidered itself to be particularly bold, 
particularly courageous, particularly 
exemplary. But in reality it was some-
thing else: it was haughty, it was con-
descending, and it was arrogant. They 
trumped up and thereby elevated 
themselves above everyone. They vio-
lated the rules of decency, the rules of 
international football and, above all, 
they violated the basic commandment 
of all hospitality: respect. To Page 4

Jürgen Hogrefe

Brilliant Brazil storm 
into World Cup last 8, 
Croatia edge Japan

Neymar celebrates with Richarlison and Lucas Paqueta. Sport Pages 1-8

Croatia’s midfielder Ivan Perisic 
celebrates after scoring against Japan.

Qatar World Cup is
perfectly organised,

says Ronaldo
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His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani and UAE President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
al-Nahyan held an off icial talks session at the Amiri Diwan yesterday. At the beginning of the session, the 
Amir welcomed the UAE president and the accompanying delegation. The Amir congratulated Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed al-Nahyan on the 51st National Day of the UAE, hoping that this visit would contribute 
to the development of co-operation relations between the two countries, pushing it to a broader level. The 
UAE president expressed his gratitude and appreciation to the Amir for the warm reception and generous 
hospitality, congratulating Qatar’s ongoing hosting of the 2022 FIFA World Cup, and its exceptional 
success in organising and hosting this world championship.

Amir, UAE president hold off icial talks to strengthen relations

Bouquets all the way for Qatar as fans 
praise high standards of organisation

A cross-section of football fans 
from across the world have 
heaped praise on the ongoing 

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, describ-
ing it as an exceptional edition of the 
mega sporting event while dismissing 
the smear campaigns by some Western 
media outlets. 

Local Arabic daily Arrayah spoke 
to a number of fans from participat-
ing countries who were full of appre-
ciation for the excellent organisation of 
the World Cup, whether at the level of 
crowds in the stadiums, accommoda-
tions or accompanying events. 

They also lauded the level of secu-
rity and safety that everyone is enjoying 
during the tournament, and the success 
of the public transportation network 
and the Doha Metro in transporting the 
masses smoothly to and from matches. 
Graham - from England - said: “I in-
tend to attend various matches, not only 
matches for England, but also for vari-
ous countries, especially with the en-
thusiastic atmosphere in the stadiums, 
and the possibility of attending more 
than one match in one day, the Qatar 
World Cup is an exceptional experience. 

“In fact, I lived in Qatar between 2015 
and 2017, when I was working in a ma-
jor contracting company, and had the 
honour to participate in the designs of 
a group of hotels”. Julian - from France 
- said: “The Western media owes an 
apology to Qatar, which I consider to be 
one of the best countries I have visited 
in my life, and I could not imagine the 
level of organisation that was devoid of 
any errors, in addition to the good re-
ception, and the extent of the hospital-
ity of the Qatari people.”

He described the Ahmed Bin Ali Sta-
dium where he attended the England 
and Wales match, as very similar to the 
“Stade de France”, especially in terms 
of the technology and modernity, the 
passion of the fans inside the stadium, 
and the most wonderful organisa-
tion. Juan Jose, from Argentina said: “I 
came with my son to Doha to attend the 
World Cup, and we are currently here 
for more than 20 days, and we enjoy 
the atmosphere everywhere, as well as 

recreation on the beaches of the West 
Bay, which are like some of the beaches 
back home. In fact, I advise everyone 
to come to Qatar and deal directly with 
the Qataris, who are considered among 
the best welcoming, generous and hos-
pitable peoples.”

John Carlo - from Spain - said: “This 
edition of the World Cup is exceptional 
so far, and everything is wonderful, and 
we have not faced a single problem. 
Mixing with the Arabs everywhere re-
vealed to us the error of the negative 
impressions that we had, especially 
with the campaigns distorting the 
tournament before its launch. I think 
everything has changed and will change 
after the World Cup, especially since 
the masses conveyed the correct image 
of Qatar and the whole world know that 
Qatar is one of the best countries in the 
world. Everyone can live here in peace 
and tranquillity, in addition to enjoying 
various tourist destinations.”

Isadora - from Brazil - said: “Qatar 
is more than a wonderful country, and 

the society here receives all guests, and 
is also distinguished by its sense of hu-
mour, as well as its passion for football, 
which we see daily from the fi rst day of 
the tournament. I was very impressed 
by my visit to Katara – the Cultural Vil-
lage, and enjoyed the heritage, activi-
ties on the beach, which introduced me 
to a lot of the Gulf customs and tradi-
tions, and how the people of Qatar lived 
dependent on the sea for everything.”

John Carlo 

Juan Jose Isadora

Graham

Julian

From Page 1

They were ahead after seven minutes 
when Raphinha’s low cross reached 
Vinicius Jr and he expertly lifted the 
ball above the charging goalkeeper and 
three defenders.
Five minutes later it was 2-0 with 
a Neymar penalty and Richarlison 
added a brilliant third after a spell of 
juggling then a razor combination 

with Marquinhos and Thiago Silva 
that had Brazil’s delirious fans 
dancing and neutrals everywhere 
purring.
Lucas Paqueta volleyed in the fourth 
after 36 minutes and the five-times 
champions played the second 
half as an exhibition, denied more 
goals only by impressive Korean 
goalkeeper Kim Seung-gyu, as they 
turned their attention to Friday’s 

quarter-final meeting with Croatia.
Korea worked tirelessly and bravely 
to try to limit the damage and were 
rewarded for their own attacking eff orts 
when Paik Seung-ho smashed in a 
brilliant long-range shot beyond Alisson 
13 minutes from time. 
In the last 8, Argentina will play against 
the Netherlands, while France will take 
on England and Brazil will clash with 
Croatia. (Agencies)

Brilliant Brazil into last 8, Croatia survive shootout
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HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz al-Thani met at 
Al Janoub Stadium yesterday with Croatia Prime Minister Andrej Plenkovic and his accompanying 
delegation, who are visiting the country to attend the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 matches. At the 
outset of the meeting, the Croatian PM expressed to HE the Prime Minister his congratulations to 
the government and people of Qatar on the good organisation of the World Cup 2022, wishing 
success for the teams qualified for the tournament finals. The meeting discussed bilateral relations 
and ways to promote and develop them.(QNA)

PM meets Croatian counterpart

HE the Deputy Speaker of the Shura Council Dr Hamda bint Hassan al-Sulaiti met yesterday with 
President of the Latin American Parliament Elias Castillo and Member of the Panamanian Parliament 
Omar Elias Castillo, who are currently visiting the country. During the meeting, they reviewed several 
issues related to joint parliamentary co-ordination and ways to enhance the existing relations 
between the Shura Council and the Latin American parliaments. (QNA)

Dy Speaker meets LatAm parliamentarians

Shura reviews draft laws 
on real estate registration
QNA
Doha

The Shura Council held yes-
terday its regular weekly 
meeting in Tamim bin Ha-

mad Hall under the chairmanship 
of HE the Speaker of the Council 
Hassan bin Abdullah al-Ghanem. 

At the outset of the meeting, 
HE the Secretary-General of the 
Shura Council Dr Ahmed bin 
Nasser al-Fadhala read out the 
agenda of the session, the min-
utes of the previous session were 
also ratifi ed.

Afterwards, the Council re-
viewed draft laws on regulating 
real estate registration and docu-
mentation, referred by the es-
teemed government. 

The Council decided to refer it 
to the Legal and Legislative Af-

fairs Committee for study and 
to submit a report thereon to the 
Council. Additionally, the Shura 
Council reviewed the report of 

Member of the Council Yousef 
bin Ahmed al-Kuwari’s partici-
pation in the event ‘Launch of the 
Preliminary Indicators for Demo-

cratic Parliaments’ held via vide-
oconferencing on June 9, as well 
as Badi bin Ali al-Badi’s partici-
pation in the Parliamentary Dia-
logue Series: Food, Fragility, and 
Finance held via videoconferenc-
ing on the June 22.

On the other hand, HE the 
Speaker of the Council briefed 
the members on the recent 
meetings held with parliamen-
tary delegations visiting the 
country.

HE the Speaker said that the 
country’s parliamentarian guests 
expressed their admiration for 
the distinguished organisation of 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
the comprehensive renaissance 
the country is witnessing, and 
emphasised that Qatar has dem-
onstrated its outstanding ability 
to organise international sporting 
events at an unprecedented level.

The Shura Council in session

Amir sends cables of congratulations to Thailand king

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani and His Highness the Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah 
bin Hamad al-Thani sent yesterday cables of congratulations to King Maha Vajiralongkorn of Thailand on his 
country’s National Day. HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz 
al-Thani also sent a similar cable of congratulations to Prime Minister Prayut Chan-ocha. (QNA)

Sheikh Khalid 
elected honorary 
president of Arab 
sports body

QNA
Doha

Sheikh Dr Khalid bin Tha-
ni bin Abdullah al-Thani 
was elected by acclama-

tion as Honorary President of 
the Arab Federation for Sports 
of People with Disabilities, in 
a federation’s board meeting 
held recently in Cairo. Sheikh 
Dr Khalid received the first 
shield of the federation with 
its new name by the President 
Ihab Hassanein, who is cur-
rently visiting Doha.

He was informed of the 
Board of Directors’ decision to 
choose him unanimously for 
this honorary position, as he 
is a distinguished sports fig-
ure and for remarkable sport-
ing and human interest in the 
category of people with dis-
abilities. 

The federation will change 
for the better under the hon-
orary presidency of Sheikh 
Khalid bin Thani bin Abdul-
lah al-Thani; he showed a lot 
of support and enthusiasm 
for this category, and for all 
development plans in order 
to improve the work of the 
federation and implement its 
goals and vision, Hassanein 
said.

He added that the federa-
tion’s first activities under 
its new name will be the Arab 
Wheelchair Basketball Cham-
pionship in Kuwait from April 
25 to May 2, 2023. 

Sheikh Dr Khalid bin Thani 
bin Abdullah al-Thani ex-
pressed his pride in this con-
fidence from the Arab member 
states who placed it in him.

In a statement, he said: It is 
a great pride to be unanimous-
ly elected for this position, 
stressing his relentless sup-
port for the federation’s ac-
tivities, plans and future pro-
grammes and added that his 
goal is to continue the achieve-
ments made by Arab people 
with disabilities, stressing the 
need for further hard work to 
proceed success and distinc-
tion of this important category 
and bring Arab champions to 
global competitions.

HE the Minister of State for Foreign Aff airs Sultan bin Saad al-Muraikhi met Sunday with President 
of the Qatari-EU Friendship Group in the European Parliament Jose Ramon, who is visiting the 
country to attend parts of the activities associated with the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. The 
meeting dealt with reviewing the bilateral co-operation relations between Qatar and the European 
Union, as well as a host of issues of common concern. (QNA)

Al-Muraikhi meets EU official

Qatar welcomes 
signing of political 
framework 
agreement 
in Sudan

Qatar welcomed the 
signing of the political 
framework agreement by 

stakeholders in Sudan, consid-
ering it a pivotal step to end the 
political crisis in the country. 

In a statement, the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs expressed 
Qatar’s aspiration for the con-
tinuation of the dialogue be-
tween the Sudanese stakehold-
ers to reach a comprehensive 
final agreement that represents 
all spectrums of the brotherly 
Sudanese people and estab-
lishes a transitional phase that 
paves the way for stability, de-
velopment, and peace. 

The ministry expressed Qa-
tar’s full appreciation for the in-
ternational and regional eff orts 
that contributed to reaching this 
agreement and renewed its full 
support for Sudan’s unity, sov-
ereignty, and stability.(QNA)

Offi  cials, media fi gures hail Qatar’s 
World Cup hosting as role model
QNA
Doha

Qatar’s impressive organisa-
tion of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 continues to 

gain further recognition and ac-
claim worldwide as a role model 
in hosting major international 
sporting events in the future, with 
high-level political, media and 
sports fi gures hailing its high or-
ganisational competencies at all 
levels. International offi  cials and 
media outlets said that Qatar has 
exceeded expectations and ex-
celled in providing well-planned 
solutions, refuting all suspicious 
schemes since its World Cup bid 
to disparage its potential to host an 
exceptional World Cup.

Mayor of New York City, Eric 
Adams, said that his visit to Doha 
was an opportunity to draw les-
sons on the role that New York 
City will play as one of the World 
Cup 2026 host cities. Highlighting 
the visit, The New York Times, cit-
ed his statements that expressed 
great admiration for Qatar’s ad-
vanced transportation infrastruc-
ture, including the Doha Metro 
and express bus services.

It is essential to have a real safe 
and reliable transport system; Qa-
tar managed to get the vehicles off  
the road, given their newly built 
transport system, he said accord-
ing to the report. Adams expressed 
his admiration for the World Cup 
atmosphere and the development 
in Doha. He added that he enjoyed 
attending Saturday’s US-Neth-
erlands clash in the round of 16, 
despite his country’s loss. There 

are many great restaurants and 
destinations that you can visit and 
enjoy in Doha, even after matches, 
he added.

French writer Michael Leborgne 
highlighted in an article in Ouest-
France newspaper the disinforma-
tion campaigns fuelled by Western 
media against Qatar and its World 
Cup 2022 hosting, dismissing the 
schemes as part of agendas aimed 
at undermining Qatar’s successful 
World Cup hosting.

Leborgne slammed the lack of 
focus on the positives of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 as very 
worrying and a tell-tale sign of 
the West’s double standards. He 
also lambasted ignoring Qatar’s 
eff orts to host a carbon-neutral 
World Cup, and its newly adopt-
ed measures such as the intro-
duction of the minimum wage, 
labour court, and the cancella-
tion of the Kafala sponsorship 
employment system.

The electricity for the eight Qa-
tari stadiums is fully provided by 
the solar power plant in Al Khar-
saah (800 megawatts), allowing 
Qatar to be the fi rst organising 
country to hold a carbon-neutral 
World Cup, he said. While Qatar 
is criticised for the solar-powered 
based air conditioning system, 
many stadiums in France and 
many other European countries 
are heated before matches in win-
ter without solar energy, he added.

Slamming the handling of la-
bour rights in Qatar as exaggerated 
and deliberate misinformation, 
the writer called on critics to high-
light the poor conditions for doz-
ens of thousands of unregistered 
foreign workers in France amid the 

silence of the state and senior of-
fi cials of the construction or serv-
ices sectors.

A BBC Arabic TV report focused 
on the measures taken by Qatar 
to protect the security of World 
Cup data and thwart any potential 
cyber-attacks that might disturb 
this huge event, which is the focus 
of the attention of millions world-
wide.

The report showed that Qatar 
provided a cloud data centre in co-
operation with Microsoft to ensure 
the security and diffi  culty of hack-
ing data and applications, boosted 
the capabilities of the National 
Agency for Cybersecurity, and 
conducted hacking simulations for 
many organisations while making 
sure to increase capabilities to deal 
with them. 

The report said that Qatar has 
also provided the necessary train-
ing to deal with possible cyber-
attacks, provide advice and early 
threat detection, and raise aware-
ness of abiding by safety proce-
dures for information security, 
highlighting the Qatar Computing 
Research Institute’s eff orts in this 
regard.

Saudi sports journalist Na-
waf al-Aqeel said, in a statement, 
the World Cup atmosphere is 
felt everywhere in Doha. There is 
excitement and fun outside the 
stadiums, and there are many ac-
tivities that you see on the way to 
the stadiums, al-Aqeel said. The 
World Cup in Qatar is really distin-
guished by lack of riots, and even 
the fan skirmishes in Souq Waqif 
or other places were peaceful and 
football-related without aggres-
sive behaviour, he added.

Saudi journalist Nawaf al-Aqeel said, in a statement, the World Cup atmosphere is felt everywhere in Doha.

Scattered rain, followed by drop in temperature forecast

Scattered rain is expected in 
the country from tomor-
row, followed by a shift in 

wind direction to Northwest-
erly and a noticeable drop in the 
temperature, the Qatar Met de-
partment has said. In a report 
yesterday, the weather offi  ce said 
it is expected that the country 
will be aff ected by rain of varying 
intensity, happening intermit-
tently, from tomorrow until Sat-
urday, which may turn thundery 
at times. 

The winds will be mainly 

Southeasterly-Northeasterly, 
with speeds ranging from 6-16 
knots and gusts exceeding 25 
knots during thundery rain. 
Then, it is expected that the 
winds will shift to Northwesterly 
on Saturday (December 10) and 
continue to be so until the mid-
dle of the week, accompanied by 
a noticeable decrease in the tem-
perature. 

It will feel cooler especially 
during the night and in the early 
morning hours. The maximum 
temperature is expected to range 

from 19-26C and the minimum 
from 15-24C, and lower than that 
in the southern and outer areas, 
the report states.

It is worth noting that this pe-
riod coincides with the arrival of 
Al-Marb’aannyeh, which indi-
cates the beginning of the sever-
ity of winter and lasts about 40 
days. 

The Met department has called 
on everyone to receive informa-
tion from its offi  cial sources and 
not to be led by rumours and un-
offi  cial social media accounts.

You better keep your mouth shut: German scribe

From Page 1

Have the Germans forgot-
ten that the basic idea of major 
international sporting events is 
international understanding? 
The attempt to understand the 
other better – by meeting and 
exchanging friendly ideas and 
thus getting to know each other 
better? Should one judge before 
one knows and understands the 
specifi cs of the other? Should 
one place oneself morally above 
someone else if one wants to get 
along well with them and per-
haps become friends?

But the Germans came to Qa-
tar with a fi rm judgement: We 
are vastly superior! Seldom has 
a self-assessment been more 
wrong. This applies to football as 
well as to other things. A glance 
at the deaths on German build-
ing sites and the number of dis-
enfranchised workers in the EU 
could have quickly taught them 
otherwise. Germany is no beacon 
there. 

How can one explain this arro-
gance? As a German, I fi nd it dif-
fi cult to get an explanation other 
than ignorance and a moral arro-
gance that is hard to explain. The 
restraint that Germans imposed 
on themselves after the catastro-
phe of the Second World War no 
longer seems to exist. Suddenly 
we are world champions of mo-
rality. 

German media have contrib-
uted signifi cantly to the moral 
overheating. They have – for 
whatever reason, and sensa-
tionalism is one of them – been 
working for years on a moral pyre 

for the host Qatar. Those who did 
not co-operate had to fear being 
burned themselves.

Not all German journalists 
played along with the game, 
there are laudable exceptions. 
But the large public broadcast-
ers ARD and ZDF were at the 
forefront of the executioners, for 
whom the criticism of the host 
country Qatar could not be severe 
enough. And here it was above all 
the sports editors who were con-
spicuous for their nefariousness. 
Whereas sports programmes on 
German TV used to show mainly 
images of sport and only margin-
ally dealt with sports politics, it 
is now the other way round: to-
day it is mainly about politics and 
moving images of sport only play 
a marginal role. The political edi-
torial departments of the broad-
casters, who know more about 
foreign policy, have been pushed 
to the sidelines. 

And then there were various 
NGOs that exerted consider-
able pressure. Their accusations 
were often baseless and, moreo-
ver, were often not legitimised by 
anything other than their pre-
sumption.

The German Football Associa-
tion gave in to this pressure from 
the media and NGOs. As did 
many German politicians. One of 
the most embarrassing perform-
ances in this context was the ap-
pearance of the German Federal 
Minister of the Interior with a 
colourful armband at the Khalifa 
International Stadium in Doha. 
She speculated on the applause 
of the German media and ap-
parently completely forgot what 

problems Germany’s domestic 
policy is currently responsible 
for. Above all, she did not no-
tice that her provocative action 
seemed like an attack on the host 
Qatar and, moreover, against all 
Muslim countries. In this re-
spect, she is a prime example of 
the cluelessness, lack of instinct 
and arrogance to which many in 
Germany have currently fallen 
prey.

The German Football Asso-
ciation misused the World Cup in 
Qatar for political purposes. The 
DFB has misused the national 
team for its political goals. It now 
turns out that the team was not 
united behind the gesture from 
the team photo. There were in-
dividual players who spoke out 
against it. But they had to go 
along.

It would do the German Foot-
ball Association good to learn 
from its double failure. From the 
failure on the pitch and from the 
one off  the pitch. It would do the 
DFB good to keep the mouth shut 
now. DFB should show some hu-
mility and the ability to learn. 
The same goes for the media and 
politics. The ability to learn is 
supposed to be one of the Ger-
man qualities in general. In busi-
ness, in politics and also in foot-
ball. In this respect, many hope 
that at least this German virtue 
is still eff ective. As I suspect that 
many people in the world want to 
see good German football again. 
Or am I mistaken? 

(Jürgen Hogrefe is based in Ber-
lin. He is the former Middle East 
correspondent to German news 
magazine DER SPIEGEL)



The Planning and Statistics Au-
thority has released the 106th 
issue of the ‘Qatar Monthly Sta-

tistics’ bulletin, highlighting the most 
important statistical changes that oc-
curred in the country during October 
2022. In the area of tourism, the total 
number of inbound visitors reached 
about 180,000, recording a monthly 
increase of 18.9% compared to Sep-
tember 2022 and an annual rise of 
111.9% compared to October 2021, the 
PSA data showed.

The highest number of visitors was 
from the GCC countries. Visitors ar-
riving by air accounted for 70% of the 
total number of visitors.

Meanwhile, traffi  c violations saw a 
drop of 15.2% compared to September 
2022 and an annual decrease of 6.1%, 

in comparison with October last year.
Also, there were a total of 880 traf-

fi c accident cases in October, showing 
a monthly increase of 9.6% and an an-
nual rise of 23.2%. Minor injuries ac-
counted for most traffi  c accident cases 
at 93%, followed by severe injuries at 
5%. Fifteen deaths were also recorded, 
equivalent to 2% of the total traffi  c ac-
cident cases.

The demographic statistics revealed 
that the total population of Qatar in-
creased from 2.66mn in October last 
year to 3.02mn at the end of October 
2022.

Regarding vital statistics, the PSA 
bulletin said 2,363 live births were 
registered in October, and there was 

a 20.2% increase in the total Qatari 
live births compared to the previous 
month. On the other hand, 221 deaths 
were recorded during the same period, 
a decrease of 3.9% compared to Sep-
tember.

Moreover, October 2022 witnessed a 
monthly decrease of 4.9% and 7.5% in 
the number of marriage contracts and 
divorce certifi cates, respectively, com-
pared to the previous month. 

Social security statements reached 
a value of QR76mn in October 2022 
for 13,978 benefi ciaries. This marked a 
monthly drop of 2.9% for the value of 
social security and a monthly decrease 
of 3.3% for the number of benefi ciar-
ies.

HE Sheikha Al Mayassa 
bint Hamad bin Khalifa 
al-Thani offi  cially opened 

the Maradona Fanfest at the Qatar 
Executive Premium Terminal, Ha-
mad International Airport (HIA), 
which will welcome public visi-
tors throughout the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 until December 
18. Qatar Executive, which off ers 
luxury jet services available for 
worldwide charter, Qatar Airways 
and fi nancial technology company 
Give&Get are sponsoring the Di-
ego Armando Maradona Give&Get 
Fanfest.

As a way to continue post-
humously Maradona’s legacy 
throughout the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, the Give&Get Fan-
fest includes state-of-the art 
interactive technology that gives 
a virtual new life to Maradona. 
Planned experiences include 
public auctions, as well as re-
nowned international artiste 
performances during the event, a 
press statement notes.

Qatar Airways Group Chief 
Executive HE Akbar al-Baker 
said: “As the Offi  cial Airline of 
the Journey of the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, furthering the 
sport of football in the country is 
an important part of our growth 
and tourism ambition. Celebrat-
ing Maradona’s legacy will in-
spire many next generation foot-
ballers and sports people, as well 
as, raise money for charity.”

The Qatar Executive Premium 
Terminal at HIA is easily accessi-
ble and located approximately 20 
minutes away from the centre of 
Doha. The venue will host multi-
ple athletes and football celebrities 
from around the world, who will 
pay tribute to Maradona by donat-
ing personal items that will be auc-
tioned at the end of the event.

In mid-December, prior to the 
fi nal of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, Tango D1OS – the tribute jet 
to Diego Maradona – will be auc-
tioned and sold to the highest bid-
der. The auction, handled by Alba-

hie Auction House Qatar, will also 
feature unique items of Maradona 
memorabilia donated by his heirs, 
as well as articles of sportswear 
from all over the world. Twenty per 
cent of the proceeds of all auction 
sales will be donated to charity.

Diego Maradona’s Give&Get 
Fanfest expects to receive several 
thousand people from all over the 
world and will feature the follow-
ing attractions:
Tango D1OS Experience: Live 

the unique experience of viewing 
the aircraft where you can inter-
act with Diego Maradona.
 Penalty Tournament: Par-

ticipate by kicking penalties 
against a high-tech ‘electronic 
goalkeeper’.

 Maradona Domo 360: Feel 
the incomparable sensation of 
Diego entering the pitch.
 Football Report of the Day: 

Visit the exclusive lounge daily.
 Photo Booth: Along with 

others, leave a message to Diego 
from Qatar 2022.
 Live matches: Live broad-

casts on a giant screen.
 Exclusive lounge: Socialise 

with football celebrities.
Tickets can be purchased from 

Discover Qatar, adding to the 
full range or Tours and Transfers 
available for residents and visit-
ing fans to purchase and experi-
ence the best of Qatar. 
 A standard access tick-

et costs QR219, and can be 

bought from https://www.
d i s c o ve r q a t a r. q a /m a ra d o -
n a - fa n fe s t - ge n e ra l - a d m i s -
s i o n - t i c ke t /ove rv i ew ? u t m _
s o u r c e = Q R & u t m _

m e d i u m = P R & u t m _
campaign=Maradona
 A VIP ticket costs QR1,275, 

and can be bought from https://
www.discoverqatar.qa/marado-

na-fanfest-tango-d10s-vip-ex-
perience-ticket/overview?utm_
s o u r c e = Q R & u t m _
m e d i u m = P R & u t m _
campaign=Maradona
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Sheikha Al Mayassa offi  cially fl ags off  Maradona Fanfest
 Initiative sponsored by Qatar 
Executive and Qatar Airways
 Maradona Fanfest taking place at 
Qatar Executive Premium Terminal, 
HIA, until December 18

In mid-December, Tango D1OS – the tribute jet to Diego Maradona – will be auctioned and sold to the 
highest bidder.

LuLu Exchange Qatar has gifted the brand-new iPhone 14 to five lucky customers who won in the first draw of the 
ongoing ‘Send Money Win iPhone’ campaign. The draw was held at the D-Ring Road Branch, in the presence of 
Hamad al-Mohannadi from the Ministry of Commerce and Industry and LuLu Exchange Officials. The winners are 
Kumar Ramar Ramar, Mohamed Hasib Thanb Parambil, Maongmenla Ao, Naeem Liyaqat Parkar and Mark Ryan San 
Jose Dumlao. The campaign involves sending money via LuLu Money App, https://lulu.app.link/LuLuMoneyApp, 
during the campaign which runs until December 31, 2022. The next draw for the last batch of five lucky winners will 
be held on January 2, 2023.

LuLu Exchange Qatar gift s iPhone 14 to fi ve winnersNumber of visitors to Qatar top 
pre-pandemic levels in October

 Nearly 180,000 
visitors in October, 
a six-year high

Qatar Tourism (QT) data re-
vealed that a suite of events, 
new launches and impending 

football fever drove visitor numbers 
during October to nearly 180,000 – a 
six-year high. Throughout 2022, visi-
tors have steadily increased month on 
month, and the latest October fi gures 
exceeded pre-pandemic numbers by 
nearly a third (32% more than October 
2017).

Qatar continues to off er attractions 
and family-friendly entertainment for 
visitors from the region, making visi-
tors from the GCC, the leading source 
of all international visitors (over a third 
at 33%) to the country in October. At 
the same time, October saw a 10% 
increase from the prior month on the 
number of non-GCC tourists, at 66% 
of the total, an increase of 10%. 

Non-GCC arrivals hailed mainly 
from India (13%), the UK (4%) and the 
US (3%).

This month, 70% of visitors chose 
to arrive by air, followed by land (29%), 
and sea (1%). 

A packed schedule of launches and 
openings greeted Qatar’s visitors in 
October, including the reopening of 

the Museum of Islamic Art (MIA), lux-
ury malls (Printemps), and a spate of 
world-leading luxury hotels. Towards 
the end of the month, the Darb Lusail 
Festival offi  cially inaugurated the pe-
destrian friendly Lusail Boulevard, the 
country’s latest open-air shopping and 
dining destination. 

The three-day celebration of Lusail 
City and the Middle East, North Af-
rica, and South Asia (MENASA) region 
featured concerts and DJ performanc-
es, roaming shows and a spectacular 
nightly drone show.

Commenting on the latest arrival 

fi gures, Haya al-Noaimi, head of Pro-
motion Sector at Qatar Tourism, said: 
“As we welcome the world’s football 
fans, we are delighted to see so many 
people from around the globe keen to 
experience all that Qatar has to off er. 
The line-up of events, openings and 
festivities that have been happening 
across the country over the last cou-
ple of months have been simply un-
matched, and we look forward to tak-
ing this positive spirit with us beyond 
December 18th.”

Qatar’s active calendar has seen 
the country’s tourism sector mark a 
strong recovery this year, with more 
than 1mn travellers preferring Qatar 
as their destination of choice so far, up 
from 611,000 in 2021. There was an 8% 
year-on-year increase in room keys is-
sued in the country’s hotels through-
out the month of October, a marked 
achievement given the recent growth 
in supply.

Traffi  c violations in October see 
monthly drop of 15.2%: PSA data

  18.9% monthly increase in visitors to Qatar

Qatar Forum for Authors sheds 
light on World Cup dictionary

The Qatari Forum for Au-
thors highlighted a new book 
within the “Sports Excerpts” 

event, which it presents through its 
YouTube channel and social media 
platforms, with the aim of introduc-
ing the most important sports books 
in Qatar. 

In a new episode, the forum host-
ed writer and linguist Dr Ahmed al-
Janabi to talk about the World Cup 
2022 in Qatar.

Dr al-Janabi said: “This version is 
the first of its kind in Arabic at the 
level of the World Cup and Sports in 
Qatar through which, I tried to col-
lect words, expressions, phrases, 
terms, structures, abbreviations and 
numbers circulating in stadiums and 
in fan areas. 

“This also makes it a dictionary of 
sports tourism in Qatar through the 
words needed by player, sports com-
mentator, and all workers, fans, and 
those interested in sports and foot-
ball.”

He stressed that he was keen to 
have the bilingual dictionary, in the 
most widely used English language 
in the modern era, and its equivalent 
in Arabic, the language of the host 
country

This, he said, “is to deliver a mes-
sage to the world that Arabic keeps 
pace with all events and occasions 
and can express everything, includ-
ing sports, football, and the World 
Cup event, as the Arabic language is 
a language that keeps pace with se-
mantic development, and a sports 
language, so to speak.”

He pointed out that all the coun-
tries that hosted the World Cup had 
provided a dictionary in their lan-
guage in exchange for a second and a 
third language, and when it was the 
turn of the State of Qatar, the au-
thor felt, by virtue of his lexical spe-
cialisation, that it was his linguistic 
duty to present this version in both 
English and Arabic, welcoming the 
guests of the World Championship 

which is being held for the first time 
in an Arab country. 

The version was published as a 
free electronic copy available for 
publication and distribution in or-
der to reach the hands of millions 
of World Cup guests in Qatar and to 
millions of others who follow from 
near and afar.

Concluding, Dr al-Janabi empha-
sised that this publication is an invi-
tation to speakers of Arabic and oth-
er languages to get acquainted with 
sport phrases, which are eloquent 
words and have evidence since the 
pre-Islamic era and Arabic literature 
in general, and also have a presence 
in our traditions.

And, he said, “it is very possible 
for us to evaluate this global event 
according to our customs, culture, 
traditions and even our language 
with an imprint of our identity that 
appeared in the construction of sta-
diums and in the accompanying ac-
tivities and other events.” (QNA)



the International Labour Organisation (ILO).
Under the supervision of specialists from the QRCS’s 

Volunteering and Local Development Division and Train-
ing and Development Centre, the programme involves 
eight public workshops during weekends for three weeks.

Visitors of World Cup fan zones at the Labour City of 
the Industrial Area will receive health education, fi rst-aid 
training, and information about health and safety stand-
ards at workplace.

Volunteering and Local Development Division direc-
tor Muna Fadel al-Sulaiti said: “The launch of this joint 
awareness campaign is part of the eff orts made by Qatar 
to ensure a safe and secure work environment, as well as 
to raise awareness among employers and workers about 
the best conditions that must be observed at worksites 
and worker housing.”

She described this joint campaign as an “example of in-
tegrated work between the government and humanitarian 
sectors”.

According to al-Sulaiti, concerted eff orts and exchange 
of experience have had a signifi cant impact the outcomes, 
through good co-ordination.

“Launching such campaigns is among the QRCS’s stra-
tegic priorities, which are centred upon supporting vul-
nerable groups and building their capacity,” she noted.

Head of Community Development at the QRCS, Noo-
ra Issa al-Fadala, said that the occupational safety and 
health campaign focuses on promoting awareness among 
employers and workers about what can and cannot be 
done at the workplace and worker accommodation, im-
proving workers’ ability to deal with emergencies, equip-
ping them with basic information they need to know and 
practice in their everyday lives, and educating them on 
how to avoid work-related and crowd-related risks for 
ensure their own safety.

Al-Fadala considered this joint campaign as a “mani-
festation of sectors complementing each other, and the 
QRCS’s developmental role to support government au-
thorities during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, espe-
cially in relation to workers”. – QNA
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The Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) has 
launched a series of workshops for workers dur-
ing the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, under the joint 

educational campaign on occupational safety and health 
announced in October by the QRCS, the Ministry of La-
bour (MoL), the Ministry of Public Health (MoPH), and 

QRCS holds workshops for workers

One of the workshops in session.

World Cup 
fans join 
initiative to 
plant trees
The Public Gardens 
Department has organised a 
number of planting activities 
as part of 1mn trees initiative, 
with the participation of 
football fans of diff erent 
nationalities who are here 
for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022.
A number of tree seedlings 
were planted at various sites 
across the country.
Some seedlings were gifted 
to the visitors as part of 
celebrating the ongoing 
tournament.

While many football fans 
continue to enjoy the 
wide variety of Arabic 

food in Qatar, the FIFA World 
Cup 2022 is also showcasing the 
diverse culinary scene across the 
country.

“The food I have eaten until 
now is mostly burgers and pizzas, 
because I am from Saudi Arabia 
and I haven’t eaten traditional 
food here since it’s the same,” 
Mishaal Alsabti told Gulf Times, 
adding that he fi nds it easy to 
look for the cuisines he likes in 
Qatar since arriving two weeks 
ago.

He said he also spent time 
visiting places in the country 
such as the Katara – the Cultural 
Village, Lusail city, Msheireb 
Downtown Doha, and Souq Wa-
qif, which have been attracting 
a large number of football fans 
since the start of the internation-
al tournament on November 20.

Like Alsabti, it is learnt that 
many visitors from neighbour-
ing GCC countries such as Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman, 
and the UAE have been spending 
a longer period in Qatar to expe-
rience the tournament and try 
the numerous food off erings.

Mohamed F from Oman said 
that while he prefers Italian food 
such as pasta and pizza over oth-
er international cuisines, he still 
craves for American burgers and 
is thankful that it is widely avail-
able in Qatar.

“I love to visit Souq Waqif and 
Msheireb because I can just dine 
anywhere … you can’t go wrong,” 
he said. “Everything is authentic 
but restaurants are always full.”

“Of course there are a lot of in-
ternational restaurants and cof-
fee shops at the malls and shop-
ping centres,” he added.

Travellers who just visited 
other countries in the Gulf, like 
Cathy from Estonia, said she has 
tried Indian food, shawarmas, 
Arabic hummus, and falafels 
“and other kinds of stuff ”.

“But the choices here are very 
diverse, with a lot of diff erent 
cuisines on off er, so I don’t have 

enough time to try everything,” 
she said.

About her experience in Qa-
tar in general, Cathy noted that 
“with the Hayya card, everything 
is easy, it is working perfectly 
well”.

She cited Qatar and the re-
gion’s high level of safety and se-
curity, saying that “there are no 
issues so far”.

Many football fans fi nd it con-
venient to visit popular dining 
destinations across Doha via 
public transportation, particu-
larly the Doha Metro, connecting 
one location to another.

Choi from South Korea said 

she enjoyed riding the metro 
while exploring Doha, having 
lunch at City Center Doha, and 
dinner at Villaggio Mall with her 
compatriot.

“For Arabic food we head to 
Souq Waqif because it is high-
ly recommended based on the 
discussions online, and many 
fans are celebrating there in the 
evening after a match,” she said.

Whether the South Korean 
team wins or not, she said she 
will be spending a few more days 
in Qatar to visit other places and 
try other cuisines and beverages, 
especially Indian and Filipino 
food.

More than football: 
Fans sample Qatar’s 
diverse food scene
By Joey Aguilar
Staff  Reporter

Alsabti from Saudi Arabia. Cathy from Estonia.

A variety of food off erings in Qatar. PICTURES: Joey Aguilar

Arab fans are upbeat and celebrat-
ing every moment with the Mo-
roccan national team set to take 

on Spain at Education City Stadium to-
day (Tuesday) at 6pm.

Lions de l’Atlas (Atlas Lions) is the 
lone Arab team still in the fi rst World 
Cup in the Middle East.

This is also the fi rst time since 1986 
that a North African country has en-
tered the last 16 stage.

The fans, most of them Moroccans, 
are thronging streets, fan zones and 
markets where they cheer for their team.

“We are hopeful that our team will 
enter the quarter-fi nals, beating Spain,” 
Moroccan fan Issam Laabi told Gulf 
Times.

Moroccans in Qatar are feeling the 
love from all over the Arab world ahead 
of their match against Spain.

Most of the fans of teams Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and Tunisia are supporting Mo-
rocco after their squads exited the World 
Cup during the fi rst round.

“Our country is representing the 
whole Arab world in the second round,” 
said Noureddine Ameur. “And we feel 
the love and support of our Arab broth-
ers in Qatar and across the world. Our 
players will achieve what we want while 
meeting our expectations in the tourna-
ment.”

For many Moroccans, PSG player 
Achraf Hakimi and Chelsea star Hakim 
Ziyech are the favourites.

“Indeed, both players are in good 
form and the duo will take our team to 

the next level. We support our team with 
our soul and body,” Laabi said.

Fans said that Morocco is making 
steady progress while improving their 
performance after every match.

“We have a good team of strikers, 
midfi elders and defenders, whose per-
formance level is going up,” said Dinia 
Illies. “Being Arabs, they have a feeling 
of being home.”

Yesterday Souq Waqif, Katara – the 
Cultural Village and fan zones across 
Qatar witnessed Moroccan fans who 
celebrated with songs, dancing and 
cheering.

“We got every reason to celebrate 
since our team has added an incredible 
achievement to its credit,” Laabi added.

The Qatar News Agency (QNA) re-
ported yesterday that the Moroccan 
squad is entering the match with high 
spirits, after having topped Group F 
with seven points, surpassing Belgium, 
Croatia and Canada, to repeat their 1986 
World Cup achievement.

“Being the only Arab representative 
in the knock-out stage, the Moroccan 

squad is looking tomorrow for their 
fi fth victory in World Cup fi nals,” the 
QNA said. “Morocco’s fi rst victory in 
the World Cup came in the 1986 edition 
in Mexico, when they defeated Portugal 
3-1.”

“Then it was 12 years before they 
achieved their second victory by defeat-
ing Scotland 3-0 in the 1998 edition in 
France,” the QNA added. “And now they 
have defeated Belgium and Canada in 
the current World Cup edition.”

Arab fans 
pin World 
Cup hopes 
on Morocco
By Shafeeq Alingal
Staff  Reporter

Moroccan fans celebrating at Souq 
Waqif. 
PICTURE: Thajudheen

Moroccan fans Issam Laabi and 
Noureddine Ameur.
PICTURE: Shafeeq Alingal
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While the players deliver exciting ac-
tion on the pitch, a feast of music, 
dance, art and culture is taking place 

across Qatar during the FIFA World Cup.
Thousands of fans from across the world 

are enjoying entertainment organised by the 
Supreme Committee for Delivery & Legacy 
(SC)’s Cultural Activation Programme, which 
is hosting local, regional and global artistes to 
add colour and fl avour to international foot-
ball’s showpiece event.

Among the artistes is Lebanon-born Ricar-
do Haila, a multi-instrumentalist who has so 
far performed outside a host of stadiums and 
other tourist hotspots.

The SC spoke to him about the origins of his 
performance and his World Cup experience so 
far.

 Tell us about your performance
It is a multi-instrument performance using 

the qanun, hand pan, Indian tabla and frame 
drum.

I mix Middle Eastern and Western music, so 
it’s like having a fi ve-in-one performance.

Usually, I work with more instruments, but 
for the World Cup, I went with this mixture.

As I am from Lebanon, and I live in France, I 
wanted to create a common link between these 
countries through art and music.

 When did you start performing and 
how did you develop your act?

I started playing drums at the age of 10.
In 2013, I began developing my drumming 

skills in New York.
Over the years, I kept adding percussion in-

struments to enhance my performances.

 How has your World Cup experience 
been so far?

I’m speechless to be part of the world’s big-
gest sporting event, doing the thing that I love 
the most – playing music.

I believe a combination of sport and music is 
what the world needs more of.

I’m so thankful to be able to perform in front 
people from all over the world, here in Qatar.

 How do you feel about performing 

at the fi rst FIFA World Cup in the Middle 
East and Arab world?

It’s an honour for me. I am Lebanese and I 
know how it feels and what it means to have 
the World Cup in an Arab country.

We Arabs are very proud. It’s one of our 
greatest achievements – and the organisation 
here in Qatar is astonishing.

 How do you feel being a key part of 
the FIFA World Cup entertainment?

Amazing. From the fi rst time I received a 
message from the SC, my life changed.

It’s a combination of emotions, but mostly 
excitement and happiness.

I have worked hard to be where I am now and 
this is the cherry on top.

 How has it been interacting with fans 
from all over the world?

As we all know, music unites everyone.
My performance has something for every-

one.
It has that Middle Eastern feel coupled with 

chart topping songs that will make fans dance 

as soon as they hear them.

 Which team are you supporting?
Portugal. Cristiano Ronaldo inspired me a 

lot growing up.
To be honest, he is one of the biggest sources 

of inspiration for me – to see where he began 
and where he is now.

However, despite my love for Portugal, I 
would be thrilled to see an Arab country reach 
the fi nal.

‘I am speechless to be part of the biggest sporting event’

Ricardo Haila

Katara – the Cultural Village Foundation is con-
tributing to helping fans of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 to learn about Arab culture through 

various events.
Among these activities at Katara are those taking 

place in the pavilion of the Ministry of Social Devel-
opment and Family, the cultural house tent, and the 
Arabic calligraphy art event.

The activities of the Ministry of Social Develop-
ment and Family pavilion at Katara combines educa-
tion and entertainment for adults and children, organ-
ised with the participation of institutions and centres 
affi  liated with the ministry, including the Qatar Social 
Work Foundation, the Shafallah Centre for Persons 
with Disability, the Orphan Care Centre (Dreama), the 
Centre for Empowerment and Care of the Elderly (Eh-
san), and Al Noor Institute for the Blind.

Qatar Social Work Foundation communications di-
rector Noor al-Mohannadi told the Qatar News Agen-
cy (QNA) that the month-long activities at the min-
istry’s pavilion mark Qatar National Day and Qatar’s 
hosting of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

The activities are aimed at introducing visitors to 
services provided by the institutions and centres af-
fi liated to the Ministry of Social Development and 
Family.

There are also activities related to the World Cup, 
including a puzzle game, a colouring and drawing cor-
ner for children, a football corner, football video games 
and a memorial photo corner for visitors to document 
their visit to the pavilion.

At the top of the ministry’s pavilion is a mural de-
picting its goals and programmes and that of affi  liated 
institutions and centres.

Among the key highlights at Katara is the Arabic 
calligraphy art event in the yard of Buildings 5 and 6, 
which promotes the aesthetics of calligraphy and the 
variety of materials used.

Showcased are calligraphy arts on paper, wood and 
metal, and the technique of fi lling coloured sand into 
bottles, and the use of sand in writing.

In the “Black and White” exhibition, calligrapher 
Mohamed Ibrahim is presenting his paintings and 
showing his skill by writing the names of Katara visi-
tors and the World Cup guests using diff erent styles 
of Arabic script, along with phrases of their choice, to 
document this part of their visit to Doha.

Meanwhile, calligrapher Ahmed Hafez explains to 
guests the aesthetics of Arabic calligraphy. – QNA

Various activities at ministry pavilion in Katara

Some of the activities at the pavilion of the 
Ministry of Social Development and Family at 
Katara.

Healthcare facilities across Qatar, in 
collaboration with the Healthcare 
Quality and Patient Safety De-

partment’s National Infection Prevention 
and Control and Antimicrobial resistance 
(IPC/AMR) Unit at the Ministry of Public 
Health (MoPH), celebrated World Antimi-
crobial Awareness Week (WAAW) 2022, a 
global campaign celebrated annually dur-
ing the third week of November.

The aim of the campaign is to improve 
awareness of AMR and encourage best 
practices among members of the public 
and One Health stakeholders and policy-
makers, who all play a critical role in re-
ducing the emergence and spread of AMR.

This year, the slogan for this campaign 
is Handle Antimicrobial with Care, and the 
theme was Preventing Antimicrobial Re-
sistance Together.

Activities to celebrate the WAAW at 
healthcare facilities included conduct-
ing a special ceremony to kickstart the 
campaign, with physicians sharing per-
sonal experiences about the importance 
of proper antimicrobial use, conducting 
live lectures with medical staff , decorating 
the facilities with WAAW material, utilis-
ing monitors across facilities fl ashing short 
clips and messages to increase awareness 
among patients and their families, placing 
posters and fl yers with key awareness mes-

sages across the facilities, playing AMR 
word games, and competitions for best 
antimicrobial awareness posters and best 
decorations, with prizes off ered as incen-
tive.

To increase the visibility of the global 
campaign, healthcare facilities partici-
pated in the “Go Blue” colour campaign 
for AMR Awareness by wearing blue when 
participating in WAAW events, adjusting 
social media profi les to blue, and sharing 
with friends, family, and colleagues, and 
on social media when Going Blue.

The MoPH has also conducted an exten-
sive social media campaign.

In addition to healthcare facilities, the 

invitation to celebrate the WAAW was also 
sent to the animal health sector, the food 
safety sector, the environmental health 
sector, and academic institutions.

The National Action Plan (NAP) for 
tackling AMR is due for an update by 2023.

For this occasion, the MoPH’s Health-
care Quality and Patient Safety Depart-
ment conducted a two-day workshop on 
November 6-7 to update the plan for next 
phase of implementation, in line with the 
Qatar National Health Strategy 2023-
2030.

The fi rst NAP was developed in 2017 af-
ter consultation and input from stakehold-
ers.

World Antimicrobial Awareness Week marked

The MoPH and healthcare facilities celebrate World Antimicrobial 
Awareness Week.

Vodafone Qatar launches digital ‘Fan Academy’
Vodafone Qatar has off icially 
launched its digital “Fan 
Academy” as part of its 
ongoing “We Fan Together” 
campaign.
Partnering with four of the 
most popular international 
superfans – El Fil from Tunisia, 
Birdman from Colombia, 
Caramello from Mexico, and 
Mohamed Saadoun al-Kuwari 
from Qatar – the Vodafone Fan 
Academy, an online campus, 
allows football fans to enrol in 
mini-courses that teach them 
how to “be the best fan”.
Registered fans will have 
access to various educational 
video tutorials under several 
course modules.
Each tutorial is led by the 
superfans, who lend their 

expertise and share tips as 
participants progress through 
the course.
Once fans have completed the 
tutorials, they will take a short 
test to show what they have 
learned in the academy.
Upon “graduating”, they will 
receive an off icial certificate 
and an e-badge to verify their 
“Best Fan” status and share on 

their social media profiles.
Giveaways will also be 
presented to three lucky 
winners who have completed 
the tutorials and will be chosen 
via an electronic random draw, 
once the courses are complete.
Vodafone Qatar’s Fan Academy 
will run until December 18.
To register and take part, visit 
https://www.vodafone.qa/fans
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A considerable number of 
tourists and fans have flocked 
to the Qatari deserts during the 
ongoing FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, stressing that it has been 
an immensely interesting and 
unique experience.
Some of them told local Arabic 
daily Arrayah that they enjoyed 
in particular the sense of 
serenity, open stretches of sands 
and the sunset over the dunes, in 
addition to rides on camels and 
quad bikes. 
They pointed out that 
experiencing the Qatari desert 
was very diff erent from other 
places as they enjoyed the good 
weather and bright sunlight 
over ample spaces of sands and 
dunes. Some enjoyed camping 
near the beaches with open air 
dinner and swimming in the sea.

Dan from Brazil stressed that 
he and his family enjoyed a 
completely unique and diff erent 
experience in the Qatari 
deserts that exceeded their 

best expectations, as the trip 
organiser gave them a feeling of 
how the older generations used 
to live in the deserts. He said his 
trip was very comfortable and 

convenient as all the amenities 
and services were provided. 
Olivia from Ecuador said she 
lived a new adventure in the 
Qatari deserts. She pointed out 

the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
has been an eye opener for 
people from around the world 
to this region and its magic and 
beauty. 

Qatar’s deserts delight touristsQatar’s deserts delight tourists

Michael from the US had an 
amazing experience and he took 
some good photos of the sunset 
over the Qatari dunes. He said 
that he enjoyed the beaches 
of Qatar as they surround the 

deserts, which make the place 
really distinct. Barak from Russia 
said he liked the Sealine and 
Khor Al Udaid as they off er 
tourists an excellent location 
and wide variety of activities.

Souq Waqif restaurants 
a huge hit among fans
The alleys of Doha’s Souq 

Waqif are abuzz with 
the World Cup fans and 

tourists fl ocking to the res-
taurants. The most important 
tourist and heritage attraction 
in Qatar, Souq Waqif has ea-
teries serving traditional Arab 
cuisines as well as dishes from 
across the world. 

Many are drawn by the 
aroma of Arabic and Turkish 
coff ees while some come to 
try Arabic meals and dishes. 
“Souq, indeed, is a melting pot 
of cultures and it’s a place that 
refl ects the vibe of the World 
Cup. We came here to embrace 
the local culture and enjoy the 
traditional culinary richness,” 
said Daniel Harvey, a US fan, 
who visited the Souq along 
with his friends and enjoyed 
Arabic coff ee and Shisha at a 
restaurant.

Karak tea is on the top of the 
sought after list. The eater-
ies at Souq Waqif also serve 
the traditional sweets Bak-
lava, Maamoul, Shaabiyat, 
Namoura, Arab ice cream, Ku-
nafa and Barazek. 

Restaurant owners said they 
focus on the Gulf and Arab dish-
es with most of the tourists go-
ing for them. “We get many tak-
ers for Machboos, Khubs regag, 
Thareed and Madrouba. Various 
options are available for tourists 
as per their demands and tastes,” 

a restaurant owner said. 
The eateries that serve Yem-

eni meals including Mandy, 
Tess, Salta and Fahsa and some 
desserts, such as maasob and 
arika also receive many food 

lovers. Fans also fl ock to the 
kebab restaurants which of-
fer varieties of Afghani and 
Irani kebabs. “We have multi-
ple options which are pocket-
friendly. And we have recorded 

a good fl ow of customers after 
the World Cup started,” said 
another restaurant owner. 

“We tried Mandy at one 
of the restaurants and it was 
yummy. The lamb is well 

cooked and tasty,” said Senegal 
fan Sara John. 

In order to woo the fans, the 
restaurants in Souq Waqif have 
also installed big screen TVs to 
show the World Cup matches.

Doha’s Souq Waqif is abuzz with the World Cup fans and tourists flocking to the eateries. PICTURES: Thajudheen

The ELIE SAAB store at 21 High st, Katara.

Ali Bin Ali Fashion opens 
ELIE SAAB boutique at 
Doha’s 21 High st

The ELIE SAAB universe 
continues its expan-
sion with a new boutique 

opening in Qatar in collaboration 
with Ali Bin Ali Fashion. 

The store is located in Doha’s 
Katara – the Cultural Village at 
21 High st – Qatar’s fashion hub 
–– facing the main entrance of 
Galeries Lafayette Doha. 

This strategic move comes at 
a time when the region, and Qa-
tar in particular, is becoming a 
major travel destination, a press 
statement notes.

Elie Saab Jr, CEO of ELIE SAAB 
Group, said: “Opening a Doha 
boutique cements our regional 
infl uence and our mission to per-
sonally cater to our diverse clien-
tele. Qatar has quickly become a 
global terminus and an impera-
tive fashion location, which is 
why we have strategically part-
nered with the country’s leading 
luxury fashion reference, Ali Bin 
Ali Fashion, with whom we have a 
very long-standing relationship, 
in order to optimise our reach as 
we continue to expand the ELIE 
SAAB universe.”

The sophisticated boutique 
is ready to welcome visitors and 
fashion afi cionados to immerse 
in its modern and elegant atmos-
phere. Exquisitely designed, the 
store showcases the ELIE SAAB 
Maison line while also high-

lighting the brand’s signature 
aesthetic with soft femininity 
and enduring allure. Visitors are 
welcomed through proud Roman 
columns into an expansive 340sq 
m interior elevated with warm 
wood and lavish marble. The 
new showroom features Ready-
to-Wear collections, a dedicated 
kids’ area, a private bridal salon 
and a VIP wing to cater to the 
varied clientele.

Regarding the new collabora-
tion, Kevin Gerard Pender, gener-
al manager of Ali Bin Ali Fashion, 
said: “We are proud that ELIE 
SAAB is now a part of Ali Bin Ali 
Fashion. This collaboration yet 
again allows us to support our 
vision of bringing the best of in-
ternational fashion to Qatar. I am 
sure that together, ELIE SAAB 
and Ali Bin Ali Fashion will off er 
enticing designs to satisfy the re-
fi ned taste of our clients.” 

ELIE SAAB Boutique in Doha 
is designed to expand the brand’s 
presence in the region and pro-
vide a more personalised shop-
ping experience that meets the 
needs of loyal clientele. With 
fl agship stores in Paris, Beirut, 
New York, London and the UAE, 
ELIE SAAB continues to expand 
a vision for more meaningful 
connections by launching ad-
ditional global boutiques in the 
near future.

‘You are our voices abroad’, Palestinian activist tells Arab youth at QF talk

Palestinian activist Muna El Kurd 
has emphasised the importance 
of storytelling and “spoken her-

itage” in driving positive change and 
defending the rights of Palestinians 
during a talk at Qatar Foundation (QF), 
which is showcasing the culture and 
stories of Palestine and its people dur-
ing the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.  

The event, held during the GOALS 
exhibition at Education City where 
storytellers are providing their per-
spectives on the FIFA World Cup, 
football in Qatar, community, and 
culture, saw El Kurd narrate her story 
as a prominent Palestinian activist to-
gether with her twin brother Moham-
ed, who have helped draw the world’s 
attention to the illegal annexation of 
Palestinian homes in the Sheikh Jarrah 
neighbourhood of Jerusalem.

“While watching FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 matches, I see the fl ag of 
Palestine everywhere, and this means 
a lot to us in Palestine, because we are 
deprived of raising the fl ag in Jerusa-
lem or the occupied territories, and 
this may expose us to imprisonment 
or martyrdom by the occupation,” she 
said. 

“You are our voices abroad, and 
you give us energy to keep going. Do 
not underestimate any small initia-
tive you off er, even if it is through the 
distribution of Palestinian fl ags or the 
Palestinian ‘captain’ sign. We care so 
much about seeing this Arab and in-
ternational solidarity with us. The 
important thing is that we continue 
talking about Palestine as Arab people, 
whether digitally or on the ground.”

El Kurd explained that document-

ing the forced displacement of Pales-
tinians in Sheikh Jarrah is “one of the 
most important mechanisms we use 
to publish our stories”, saying: “Today, 
people want to see what is happening 
so they can live our reality with us, and 
we were aware that this is an important 

issue that must be communicated to 
the world. 

“Our fathers and grandfathers 
fought this struggle to talk about Pal-
estine, and we built on that. We were 
aware of the importance of documen-
tation and that we ourselves must re-

fl ect the true picture of events, rather 
than relying on foreign media.”

El Kurd spoke about how she studies 
media to equip herself with the tools 
that help her to convey her message, 
and spoke about her ambition to be-
come a fi lmmaker, saying: “As Pales-
tinians, we are always keen to continue 
our education despite the diffi  culties 
in reaching Palestinian universities, 
especially for the people of Jerusalem 
and the occupied interior, so that we 
can use what we learn to serve the Pal-
estinian cause.”

Speaking about conveying the situa-
tion in Sheikh Jarrah to the Arab world, 
she said: “I always watched what was 
published through the media from 
journalists about our situation, and I 
felt that the news was incomplete due 
to media ideologies and policies.

“As young people, we had a diff erent 
narrative to deliver to the world, so we 
focused on the stories. And when people 
heard our personal stories, they began 
to know us more, and linked our stories 
to the Sheikh Jarrah neighbourhood and 
forced displacement. This made them 
feel that they are part of our life.

“The Sheikh Jarrah neighbourhood 
case has been with the occupation 
courts for more than 50 years, but peo-
ple did not know about it until a year 
ago through social media and the soli-
darity of the Arab people with us”.

El Kurd highlighted the importance 
of the spoken heritage of Palestine, 
which is embodied in stories, novels, 
and poetry, and about her personal ex-
perience with her family, who instilled 
in her the spirit of resistance through 
literature.

Muna El Kurd speaking at the event.

300,000KWh clean energy ‘generated during World Cup’
The Ministry of Municipality 
said the solid waste recycling 
project produced 298,937KWh 
of clean energy in the first two 
weeks of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022.
Director of Waste Management 
Department Hamad Jassim 
al-Bahar said in a statement 
to Qatar News Agency (QNA) 
that the project is part of 
eff orts to achieve sustainable 
development and reduce 
carbon emissions, leading to 
an exceptional carbon-neutral 
World Cup, and to treat waste 
rather than dumping it in 
landfills.
The tournament contributed 
to providing national recycling 
factories with about 1,103 
tonnes of basic raw materials 
required for the project, 
including cardboard, plastic, 

metal and glass materials, al-
Bahar said.
The recyclable materials of the 
total waste received exceeded 
51% (568 tonnes), while 536 
tonnes (49%) was diverted to 
clean, environmentally friendly 
energy, he added.
This contributed to the 
production of about 406 

tonnes of fertilisers, 95 tonnes 
of plastic materials, 36 tonnes 
of paper and cardboard, as 
well as 30 tonnes of mineral 
materials and about 2 tonnes of 
glass materials, al-Bahar said.
The total waste collected from 
the tournament stadiums 
amounted to about 480 
tonnes, led by Lusail Stadium 
with 105 tonnes, he told QNA.
Al-Bahar added that 
the General Cleanliness 
Department removed about 
28,000 tonnes, including 
about 109 tonnes of recyclable 
materials.
About 1,148 trucks and cleaning 
equipment and 2,738 workers 
participated in collecting 
and removing them in the 
first week, compared to 405 
trucks and 3,727 workers in the 
second week, he said. (QNA)

The Sealine Reserve 
within Khor Al Udaid 
Reserve and Al Reem 
Biosphere Reserve 
has seen the birth of 
a number of Arabian 
Oryx, the Ministry 
of Environment and 
Climate Change 
(MoECC) said yesterday. 
While the first birth was recorded at Khor Al Udaid Reserve, the 
Arabian Oryx newborns this month in the area of Barouk - Al 
Reem Reserve, reached 15, it was explained. The resettlement of 
Arabian Oryx in their natural habitats contributes to the balance 
of the environment, the enrichment of biodiversity and their 
preservation from extinction.  This success is an outcome of the 
continuous eff orts of the Ministry of Environment and Climate 
Change to maintain biodiversity at the local environment and 
restore the necessary ecological balance, the statement added.

Arabian Oryx numbers 
grow at nature reserves
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Qmic highlights strong performance of Qatar’s road network during World CupQmic highlights strong performance of Qatar’s road network during World Cup
Qatar Mobility Innovations Centre (Qmic), 

based on daily insights and analytics, has 

revealed that the country’s road network 

is showing great resilience with modest 

increase in overall congestion levels dur-

ing first 11 days of the World Cup. 

Qmic through its own extensive multi-

source traff ic sensing network, has been 

monitoring the road network perform-

ance during the World Football Tourna-

ment by using its home-grown compre-

hensive Traff ic Monitoring & Analytics 

platform. 

Based on collecting tens of millions of 

data records daily, Qmic performed a 

comparison between the road network 

performance before and during the first 

stage of the tournament focusing on con-

gestion levels/travel time, intersections 

waiting times and outdoor activities. 

Omar Mohamed al-Jaber, director of 

strategic partnerships and outreach 

commented: “Since Qatar won the rights 

to host the World Cup in 2010, we have 

invested significant resources and eff ort 

to develop and deploy a comprehensive 

data collection network and intelligent 

mobility applications. We are pleased 

that our unique mobility platform and 

services are serving the needs of key local 

and international stakeholders, support-

ing the public at large, and can provide 

detailed insights about the road network 

performance based on our home-grown 

technologies and data network.” 

The findings of this comparison have 

clearly shown that actions taken, 

and preparations completed by local 

road operators, event planners and 

regulators have been quite effective in 

minimising the effect of the increased 

number of visitors and elevated activity 

levels on the performance of the overall 

road network. 

Based on comparing the performance 

during November 20 to December 1 with 

that during the month of October 2022, 

the following key findings are revealed:

Congestion/Travel Time Performance – 

Compared to October, absolute levels of 

congestion increased modestly between 

11am to mid night, and decreased during 

the morning period.

Overall, the congestion index (percent-

age increase in travel time compared to 

free flow traff ic) stayed within acceptable 

levels of 10% – 18%. This is compared to 

congestion index values of 9% – 13% dur-

ing October.

During the World Cup, the dedicated road 

network exhibited slightly more conges-

tion levels than the whole road network: 

During mid-day period (11am-3pm), the 

biggest relative increase in congestion 

level was 38% on November 26 (coincid-

ing with Tunisia vs Australia match).

During early evening (3pm-7pm), the big-

gest relative increase in congestion level 

was 29% on November 29 (coinciding 

with simultaneous matches of Qatar-

Holland, Senegal-Ecuador).

During late evening (7pm-midnight), the 

biggest relative increase in congestion 

level was 53% on December 1 (coinciding 

with simultaneous games of Spain-Japan, 

Germany-Costa Rica).

Waiting Time at Intersections: On average 

and compared to October, waiting time 

at signalised intersections decreased by 

5%-10% during 7am to 11am, stayed the 

same during 11am-3pm, increased slightly 

by 5%-10% from 3pm-7pm, and increased 

modestly by 15%-20% from 7pm to mid-

night.

Outdoor Activity Levels: Compared to 

October, outdoor activity levels showed 

a noticeable decrease in the morning pe-

riod and a significant increase during the 

night period. During 7am to 11am, levels of 

outdoor activity consistently decreased 

by 15% to 20%. During 7pm to midnight, 

levels of outdoor activity consistently 

increased by 20% to 25%. During other 

periods, changes of -5% to 10% were 

experienced based on the specific day 

and time.

Dr Fethi Filali, director of technology & 

research at Qmic who led this eff ort, said: 

“We have been quite pleased with the 

performance and availability of our exten-

sive data collection network. During the 

first period of the World Football event, 

we have collected more than 250mn data 

records which were processed in real time 

to support our diff erent mobility services 

and to deliver unique daily insights that 

were shared regularly with key stakehold-

ers”.

Early Child Department hold programmes to enhance learning opportunities

The Early Child Department 
of the Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education has held 
many awareness workshops and 
training programmes for teachers 
and co-ordinators of the pre-
school and primary stages in a bid 
to achieve the ministry’s vision, in 
terms of leadership in providing 
permanent, innovative and top-
notch learning opportunities for 
the Qatari community, and within 
the framework of its interest in 
developing educational cadres.
Director of the Early Child 
Department, Maryam al-Buainain, 
stressed the department’s 

approaches to achieve the 
ministry’s vision through several 
intermediate results that emanate 
from its strategic plan, including 
building an eff icient and qualified 
workforce, characterised by its 
performance and commitment 
to work ethics in all educational 
stages, with a focus on the early 
education stage.
She highlighted the ministry’s 
projects to develop technical and 
vocational education and training, 
and to intensify rehabilitation 
programmes and professional 
development opportunities for 
workers.

She added that the focus will be 
on developing the capabilities 
and practices of pre-school 
and early education staff , by 
providing modern and high-
quality professional development 
opportunities, holding awareness 
workshops for teachers including 
the newly-appointed ones 
and conducting awareness 
programmes in leadership skills 
for co-ordinators.
Al-Buainain hailed teachers as 
tools of change and development 
and the awareness workshops 
for new teachers as a road 
map to direct them on the 

right path needed to develop 
their educational and scientific 
competencies.
Among the programmes 
prepared and implemented 
by the department over three 
months were an optional 
training programme under the 
title ‘Pioneering Educational 
Beginnings,’ which targeted 
pre-school and early education 
teachers and co-ordinators, 
awareness workshops for new 
teachers, in line with the needs of 
the target group and a workshop 
for developing students’ critical 
thinking skills, she added. (QNA)

More fans fl y in 
for next rounds 
of tournament
By Joseph Varghese
Staff  Reporter

While several football fans who ar-
rived in Doha might have left the 
country after the exit of their 

countries or favourite teams from the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, many more are arriv-
ing every day to watch the next rounds of the 
tournament.

In the recent days, several thousands of 
fans have arrived in Qatar, especially from 
countries that have qualifi ed for further 
rounds to ensure their countries are well sup-
ported in the dugout. Gulf Times spoke to 
several of them while roaming through Souq 
Waqif yesterday.

Two Japanese fans who were explor-
ing Souq Waqif told Gulf Times that they 
just flew down for the Japan vs Croatia 
match. “We reached here early morning 
today. Many hundreds of fans from Japan 
have come in the last few days to watch 
this match. We are hopeful that Japan will 
win the game and enter the next rounds of 
matches. We are so excited about the per-
formance of our country and very proud of 
our team and the players,” said Ayame, one 
of the fans.

“So far, we have not explored the 

country. We just met some people and 
are very happy about their hospitality. 
We tried some Arabic food in the morn-

ing which tasted very good. Right from 
tomorrow we plan to move around the 
city and other parts of the country. We 
hope that Japan will enter the next round 
and are ready to watch the match,” she 
continued.

Meanwhile, a Croatian pair who reached 
yesterday to watch their country’s game 
expressed the hope that their country will 
get through the next round by defeating 
Japan.

 “We know that Japan is a very good team. 
They have defeated two major teams but we 
are hopeful that our team will raise the their 
game and perform better to overcome the 
challenges from Japan. We are hopeful of 
next rounds of game for Croatia,” said one 
of them.

“We will be in Qatar for some more days 
and want to travel around diff erent places 
here. This is our fi rst time to this beautiful 
place and we fi nd the people very welcoming 
and hospitable. We are also very happy about 
various types of food that we get here and we 
are trying out many cuisines. Overall our ex-
perience here is very enjoyable and we want 
to continue here as many days as possible,” 
added the other.

Guatemalan, Fernando Ricardo says that he 
has travelled all the way here to support his 
favourite team Brazil. 

“I am a Brazilian fan and I expect Brazil to 
win the cup this year. This is my fi rst time 
here in Qatar and the region. I have been here 
for a almost a week and it is a wonderful place 
to be in. I visited the desert for the fi rst time in 
my life and it has been lovely experience. I am 
here with my wife and plan to stay here until 
the completion of the tournament,” he added.

A Japanese couple at Souq Waqif. 
PICTURES: Joseph Varghese

Croatian fans at Souq Waqif.

Learn about Qatar, follow and respect its law,
culture, South Korean envoy tells compatriots
By Joey Aguilar
Staff  Reporter

South Korean ambassador Lee Joon-ho has 
urged Korean football fans to explore Qatar, 
adhere to its laws and respect local culture 
for them to enjoy their visit during the FIFA 
World Cup 2022.
Prior to the South Korea vs Brazil match 
yesterday, the envoy told Gulf Times that 
the embassy’s main goal off  the field is to 
empower Korean nationals to have a safe 
and fun visit to Qatar.  
“Qatar is a diverse, fascinating country 
with a rich culture and a variety of 
entertainment options. Important aspects 
of daily life in Qatar are different than 
in Korea due to both laws and culture. 
To make the most of their visit to Qatar 
during the World Cup, I encourage all 
Koreans to learn about Qatar while you 
are in Qatar, follow the law of Qatar, and 
respect the local culture.
“The embassy stands by to assist you in 
many ways once you arrive. I wish all our 
nationals have an amazing experience here 
in Qatar during the World Cup,” Joon-ho 
said, adding that he was very pleased to join 

them in cheering for the national team at 
the tournament.
The envoy stated he is also pleased with 
the Korean national team’s extraordinary 
performance at the group stage of the 
World Cup, which began on November 20 
and will conclude on December 18. 
“The Korean national team has upped their 
games with talented players, and all players 
have trained very hard so far,” he added.
The South Korean football team defeated 
Portugal 2-1 during the group stage 
to qualify for the Round of 16 of the 
tournament.

South Korean ambassador Lee Joon-ho

Hyundai Elantra, BMW bike models recalled

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MoCI), in co-

operation with Skyline Automotive, has announced 

the recall of Hyundai Elantra, 2021-2022 models, as 

some vehicles may experience a malfunction in the 

front seat belt pretensioners, which may cause the 

pretensioners to slip.

The MoCI, in co-operation with Alfardan Automobiles, 

has announced the recall of BMW S 1000 RR motor-

bike, 2022 model, as the screws of the transmission 

cover are loose, which causes oil leak. The recall 

campaigns comes within the framework of the MoCI’s 

continuous eff orts to protect consumers and ensure 

that dealers follow up on vehicle defects and repairs. 

The MoCI said it will co-ordinate with the dealer to 

follow up on the maintenance and repair works and 

will communicate with customers to ensure that the 

necessary repairs are carried out.

The MoCI urged all customers to report any violations 

to its Consumer Protection and Anti-Commercial 

Fraud Department, which processes complaints, 

inquires and suggestions through the following 

channels: call centre: 16001, e-mail: info@moci.gov.qa, 

Twitter: @MOCIQATAR, Instagram: MOCIQATAR, MoCI 

mobile app for android and iOS: MOCIQATAR

French fans gush over 
Qatar’s amazing World Cup 
French fans hailed the atmosphere in 

which the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 

is taking place and the good organi-

sation of the global event.

The fans, who are six friends, told 

Le Monde newspaper they were 

surprised by the high-quality organi-

sation, and the level of security and 

safety in Qatar, adding that it has 

dispelled their misconceptions about 

Doha.

If one forgot his wallet on the table, 

he will find it where he forgot it, they 

told the correspondent.

The paper said that the French 

fans had doubts and concerns 

about an expected mistreatment 

in Doha based on the wide-spread 

campaigns against Qatar. However, 

as soon as they arrived in Doha, 

they kept praising the wonderful 

atmosphere in the country.

The fans added they first felt 

ashamed to tell their friends about 

plans to visit Qatar, and thought of 

cancelling their tickets.

However, all disinformation promoted 

against this country is nonsense, the 

conditions in Qatar are more flexible, 

and the festive atmosphere of the 

World Cup is enjoyable, they told the 

newspaper.

The report hailed Qatar’s World Cup 

hosting as accurate and flawless, 

amid a unique mix of cultures. (QNA)

Qatar Charity and OCHA 
sign agreement to assist 
displaced groups in Yemen

Qatar Charity has signed an agreement 
with the UN Offi  ce for the Co-ordination 
of Humanitarian Aff airs (OCHA) to im-

plement a project that provides emergency wa-
ter and environmental sanitation services for the 
most vulnerable groups of the displaced and the 
host community in Abs district, Hajjah Governo-
rate in Yemen.

It is expected that more than 9,156 people will 
benefi t from the project.

Qatar Charity said in a statement yesterday 
that the project is one of the qualitative and 
sustainable projects that Qatar Charity seeks in 
Yemen, funded by OCHA, to meet the needs of 
the residents of Abs district. The residents of 
Abs district suffer from poverty, lack of serv-
ices, and water scarcity.

The project will install and operate a solar-
powered desalination plant with a capacity of 
30cu m, the rehabilitation of a well, the store, 
and installation of a solar pump, the construc-
tion of an armed tower tank, in addition to the 
provision of a water network for the displaced 
and the host community, the establishment 
of a standard water point, the construction 
of bathrooms and the distribution of bags for 
cleanliness.

The project will contribute to promoting 
healthy practices by conducting cleaning cam-
paigns in the targeted areas, disposing of gar-
bage in designated areas, distributing hygiene 
bags, and raising awareness among the target 
groups.

The signing of the agreement is an extension 
of previous agreements signed by Qatar Charity 

with OCHA in Yemen in the past for emergency 
response to the most vulnerable groups of the 
displaced, the host community, and those af-
fected by the confl ict in Yemen.

Qatar Charity signed three co-operation 
agreements during 2020-2021 with OCHA, 
worth more than QR5mn ($1.6mn), to implement 
projects in the health, water and environmental 
sanitation sector in three Yemeni governorates: 
Ibb, Hodeidah, and Hajjah.

Qatar Charity, in partnership with OCHA and 
in co-ordination with the Yemeni ministry of 
health, distributed medicines and medical sup-
plies to eight health centres and units and paid 
incentives to more than 80 cadres of medical 
workers in Hajjah and Hodeidah, Yemen, benefi t-
ing about 121,000 displaced people and the host 
community. (QNA)

“The project is one of the qualitative 
and sustainable projects that Qatar 
Charity seeks in Yemen, funded 
by OCHA, to meet the needs of the 
residents of Abs district” 
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Ghana overhaul is a 
test for $1bn World 
Bank-backed debt

Ghana’s debt restructuring plans are set to test a $400mn World 
Bank guarantee which was designed to provide extra security if the 
West African country failed to pay.

Like other smaller, riskier emerging market countries including 
Sri Lanka and Zambia, Ghana faces a debt overhaul after its 
already strained fi nances buckled under the economic fallout from 
Covid-19 and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

While Ghana’s troubles came as no surprise to investors — its 
overseas bonds have tumbled to a third of face value and the cedi 
suff ered the world’s worst currency plunge this year — the way the 
World Bank guarantee will work out is not clear.

Legal experts and investors are now scouring the contract of 
the $1bn bond involved, which is due to mature in 2030 and has 
a guarantee equivalent to interest payments due in the next four 
years, to fi gure out Ghana’s options.

Ghana’s Ministry of Finance did not reply to a request for 
comment on its plans.

“If Ghana decides to use the guarantee, it has to pay back 
immediately to the World Bank,” Mitu Gulati, a law professor at the 
University of Virginia and debt restructuring expert, said.

“And it’s hard to do so if its debt is unsustainable.”
The World Bank said at the time it was issued that the so-called 

credit enhanced bond was designed to allow Ghana to sell bonds in 
2015 under “challenging market conditions”.

“This is a highly protected instrument that was issued with the 
logic that Ghana would 
never default on the World 
Bank,” Gulati said.

Ghana would be in a 
diffi  cult spot if it cannot 
repay the World Bank, 
a multilateral lender 
with preferred creditor 
status, while holding talks 
with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) to 
obtain fi nancing aid.

Syria, Eritrea, Somalia and Zimbabwe are on a very short list of 
countries in arrears to the World Bank, which cuts off  their access 
to a multitude of multilateral lenders.

Ghana has not yet said whether the 2030 issue will be part of its 
debt restructuring.

Rodrigo Olivares-Caminal, professor of banking and fi nance 
law at Queen Mary University of London, who advises investors 
on such issues, said the bond would probably be excluded due to 
“multilateral debt implications”.

“The guarantee was designed to kick in when there is a temporary 
liquidity issue, not a structural debt problem,” he told Reuters.

Also, the guarantee cannot be accelerated “under any 
circumstances,” according to the bond’s contract, so that amount 
would not become immediately due and payable for the creditors.

If the bond were included in the restructuring, it is unclear if the 
guarantee would still be in place, Gulati added.

Luis Costa, head of CEEMEA strategy at Citi, also expects that a 
“special treatment of this bond will be provided”.

Prices of the bond, which has a 10.75% yield, seem to refl ect some 
optimism. They have fallen less than any other Ghanaian sovereign 
debt so far in 2022, and outperformed short-term bonds maturing 
in 2025 and 2026 since end-September, when an IMF staff  mission 
began talks for a lending programme.

Credit enhanced issues, including multilateral guarantees on all 
or part of the bonds or a link to high quality sovereign collateral 
such as US government bonds, are rare.

However, discussions about them became more prominent again 
in early 2020 as a tool to help lesser developed countries cope with 
the economic fallout from the coronavirus crisis.

In September 2020, JP Morgan’s prominent bond index division 
allowed these structures to form part of its benchmarks.

But take up has been limited. Ecuador is one of the few examples, 
issuing a bond with the help of the Inter-American Development Bank.

Polina Kurdyavko, head of emerging market debt at BlueBay 
Asset Management, said she expected Ghana’s bond could be 
excluded in the same way Ecuador decided to keep paying the IDB 
backed bond in its 2020 debt restructuring.

“There is not much upside in defaulting this bond,” Kurdyavko said, 
adding it could create “a more challenging precedent for the World 
Bank or any multilateral lending guaranteed instruments”. — Reuters

‘If the bond were 
included in the 
restructuring, it 
is unclear if the 
guarantee would 
still be in place’

By Liam Taylor
Kampala

Amin Visram remembers the joy of 
his childhood in Uganda: games 
of marbles, badminton, the 

laughter of his friends.
And he remembers seeing his breath 

condensing in the cold air when he and 
his family landed in Canada as refugees 
after being thrown out of the country 
they called home.

That was in 1972, when Uganda’s 
former dictator Idi Amin expelled 
55,000 South Asian residents from the 
East African country. Almost all of them 
scrambled to fl ee the country, with only 
a few hundred well-connected Asians 
staying on.

The 9,000 or so properties they left 
behind, which were expropriated by the 
state, were some of the most valuable 
real estate in the country — and are still 
being fought over, 50 years on.

Lawyers, offi  cials and Ugandan 
Asians described a tangle of forged 
documents, corruption and endless 
court cases. There are even confl icting 
accounts of exactly how many 
unclaimed properties remain.

Visram, who was 13 at the time of the 
expulsion, is still chasing money he was 
promised for his family’s three houses, 
including his childhood home.

He said that in the 1990s his family 
gave power of attorney to a businessman 
in Uganda to recover and manage the 
properties.

The family received $5,000 for one 
house, which they consider inadequate, 
and nothing at all for the other two, and 
the businessman was accused of large-
scale fraud by a parliamentary inquiry 
published last year.

“Between Canada, the United States 
and (the) UK, I would say there are 
hundreds of families in this situation,” 
said Visram, who now runs a hotel 
group in Canada. “Somebody has 
unjustly gotten rich off  the back of these 
refugees.”

The property saga highlights 
endemic corruption in Uganda, which 
was ranked 144 out of 180 countries 
in Transparency International’s 2021 

Corruption Perceptions Index.
Amin was ousted in 1979. The 

abandoned Asian properties — some 
taken over by soldiers, others occupied 
by tenants who paid rent to the state — 
were a crumbling reminder of his rule, 
lying at the historic heart of Uganda’s 
cities.

In 1983, a new government enacted a 
law allowing former owners to reclaim 
their properties, handing stewardship 
of the process to the Departed 
Asians Property Custodian Board, a 
government agency.

But restitution only really got going in 
the 1990s, when the World Bank made 
it a condition of lending and President 
Yoweri Museveni — who remains 
in power — began courting Asian 
investment. The properties were worth 
an estimated $1bn at the time.

In 1991, the World Bank wrote that 
the expropriated buildings “represent 
a substantial component of Uganda’s 
capital stock (including) shops, 
warehouses, motor garages, offi  ce and 
apartment complexes, residences, 
manufacturing and over 400 agro-
processing plants, agricultural estates 
and other farms”.

Yet in the rush to return the 
properties, some “crooks” crept in, 
said Dan Wandera Ogalo, a lawyer who 
has represented the Custodian Board in 
court.

Many of the Asians expelled in 1972 
never returned to Uganda after Amin’s 
ouster, granting power of attorney to 
others to reclaim properties on their 
behalf.

Some of them used those powers to 
build property empires while remitting 
only a fraction of the income to the 
original owners, according to four 
prominent Ugandan Asians.

Much of that depended on “rampant 
corruption” at the Custodian Board 
during the 1980s and 1990s, said 
Mahmood Mamdani, a Ugandan Asian 
academic at Columbia University.

He added that “Custodian Board 
offi  cials and several unscrupulous 
Asian lawyers” turned the repossession 
process “into an opportunity to make a 
huge amount of money”.

The unruly scramble for the 

properties drew in opportunists from 
across the Ugandan elite, said Ibrahim 
Kasozi, an opposition politician who led 
the parliamentary inquiry.

He said a “mafi a” of lawyers, 
judges, offi  cials, business people and 
government ministers had conspired to 
grab properties and obstruct justice.

“The government is not committed 
to give (back) those (properties) because 
individuals within the system, they are 
benefi ting.”

The parliamentary report found 
“massive deliberate errors committed 
by impostors and fraudsters, with the 
aid of offi  ce bearers in the (Custodian 
Board)”.

The board’s current executive 
secretary, George William Bizibu, told 
the Thomson Reuters Foundation 
he would not comment on the 
report “because that’s at the level of 
parliament”.

Among those named in the 
parliamentary report is an Asian 
businessman called Mohamed Allibhai 
— the same man that the Visram family 
gave power of attorney over their home.

The report said Allibhai had 
fraudulently repossessed nearly 1,000 
expropriated properties “and went on to 
manage or even own the properties ... to 
the detriment of the real owners”.

Allibhai did not respond to a request 
for comment, but his lawyer Eddy Okumu 
said some people were trying to reopen 
decades-old cases for selfi sh ends.

“The genesis of those allegations of 
fraud is to fi nd a way of grabbing these 
properties and sell them,” he said.

In July, a judge ruled that the 
parliamentary committee had 
“exceeded its mandate” and acted 
“illegally” by investigating cases that 
had already been settled in court.

Dog-eared fi les are stacked on 
cabinets and piled on the fl oor at the 
Custodian Board offi  ces in Kampala, the 
Ugandan capital.

“This is just a drop in the sea,” said 
Bizibu, the board’s head since 2017.

He said 4,063 properties have been 
reclaimed and another 1,500 sold by 
the government. More than 2,000 
properties remain unclaimed.

“Everyone has a right to come and 

claim his or her property, even today,” 
he said. “Currently I have around 10 
claims which we’re working on.”

But 50 years after the expulsion, 
verifying claims is no easy task. 
The biggest challenges, he said, are 
“impersonators”, “forgeries”, and “loose 
ends” in the archives.

“If I meet a hundred (people) there 
could be only 10 who are genuine,” he 
said, as a queue formed outside his door.

Nobody can agree on how many 
properties have yet to be reclaimed.

The Thomson Reuters Foundation 
spoke to lawyers, former offi  cials and 
Asian community leaders who challenge 
Bizibu’s fi gures, with estimates ranging 
from just 200 unclaimed properties to 
as many as 4,000.

Benard Shaw Tumwesigire, an army 
offi  cer who was appointed executive 
secretary of the Custodian Board in 
2009, said he had processed data on 
about half of the unclaimed properties 
before he was “arbitrarily” forced out 
in 2017.

“Those who did not wish me to fi nish 
capturing the data decided to lock me 
outside the offi  ce,” he said.

His replacement, Bizibu, is a former 
ruling party activist who had close ties 
to the fi nance minister at the time of his 
appointment.

Bizibu was arrested by the president’s 
Anti-Corruption Unit earlier this year 
over suspected fraud at the entity.

A unit spokesperson said had 
not been charged in the ongoing 
investigation, and Bizibu denied 
wrongdoing, saying his arrest was not 
related to Custodian Board matters.

Museveni, who has said the battle 
against graft was one of his main 
priorities for his current term as 
president, has expressed exasperation 
with the property saga.

Last December, his infl uential 
brother Salim Saleh — who has 
extensive business interests of his 
own — launched an initiative called 
Operation Harmony with the stated aim 
of resolving the issue.

Ogenga Otunnu, a historian at 
Chicago-based DePaul University and 
the chairman of Operation Harmony, 
said that it is seeking a “harmonious 
settlement of this issue”.

A resolution cannot come soon 
enough, said Mumtaz Kassam, a 
Ugandan Asian lawyer and diplomat 
who was heavily involved in 
expropriated property cases.

“Please let’s wind up the Custodian 
Board once and for all so that we can all 
move on to develop the country,” she 
said.

That idea has been under discussion 
since the 1990s, according to board 
minutes reviewed by Context.

But Tumwesigire, the former 
executive secretary, said some of those 
pushing for the Custodian Board’s 
closure are trying to keep a lid on a 
“Pandora’s box” of corruption.

More than 7,000 miles (11,300km) 
away, in Canada, Visram is exasperated 
by the failure of the Ugandan 
government to right a historic wrong.

“It’s just a frustrating process for 50 
years: it’s almost like you want to put 
your hands up in the air and say to hell 
with it,” he said. “And I think that’s 
what the government wanted us to do.”                       
— Thomson Reuters Foundation

Expelled Uganda Asians fi ght for 
seized properties 50 years on
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An old Indian building is pictured in Jinja District, Uganda, on October 1, 2022. Most properties of the Asian community in 
Uganda were taken illegally after the then Ugandan president ordered the expulsion of all Indian Minorities in early August 
of 1972 from the country.
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World football celebrates the event’s ‘biggest 
team’ on International Volunteer Day

In a tournament of fi rsts, the 
fi rst FIFA World Cup in the 
Middle East and Arab world 

saw International Volunteer Day 
fall for the fi rst time ever on a 
match day on Dec 5. 

The rare occasion provided 
fans and Qatar 2022 organisers 
with the opportunity to pause 
and recognise the immeasurable 
contribution of the 20,000 vol-
unteers who support in delivering 
the greatest show on earth. 

To celebrate and honour those 
seen as the heart of the tourna-
ment, tournament organisers 
paid tribute to tournament vol-
unteers on their social media 
platforms and during yesterday’s 
matches at Al Janoub Stadium 
and Stadium 974. In addition to 
that, the FIFA World Cup Win-
ner’s Trophy that will be taken 
home by the 2022 champions on 
Dec 18 will be available for the 
thousands of volunteers expected 
to gather for pictures and a range 
of activities at the Volunteer Hub 
located at the Doha Exhibition 
Centre (DEC). 

Since the tournament kick-off  
on November 20, the volunteer 
force has been at full deploy-
ment across eight stadiums and 
25 offi  cial and non-offi  cial sites 
across Qatar, serving in roles as 
varied as ticketing, hospitality, 
language services and media op-
erations. The easy-to-recognise 
volunteer colours of purple, teal 

and black have become ubiqui-
tous throughout Doha as a con-
venient fi rst point of contact for 
inquiries, providing visitors a 
comforting human face for the 
tournament.  

Workforce and Administra-
tion director for FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 LLC Rasha al-Qarni 
said, “We are so proud of all our 
volunteers. Not only the ones at 
the stadiums, but also the ones 
behind the scenes, helping away 
from people’s eyes. Their gener-
ous spirit can be felt in the posi-
tive atmosphere around the city 
and I’m certain their impact will 
create a lasting legacy for the cul-
ture of volunteerism in the region 
as volunteers from abroad have 
had the chance to see what it’s 

like to be part of a major global 
event in Qatar, and those from 
Qatar and the region have wit-
nessed the heights that can be 
achieved together.” 

As another gesture of ap-
preciation, 10 FIFA World Cup 
ambassadors – including David 
Beckham, Marcel Desailly and 
Yaya Touré – paid a surprise visit 
on November 20 to the Volunteer 
Hub in the DEC to meet, engage 
and exchange stories with a lucky 
group of volunteers. The video of 
the event will be shared through 
the volunteer’s digital hub to co-
incide with International Volun-
teer Day ceremonies. 

The day was split into three 
diff erent engagements which 
brought some teams face-to-

face with Mexican football star 
Luis Hernandez, former Iraqi 
captain Younis Mahmoud, deco-
rated Omani goalkeeper Ali al-
Habsi and Jordanian comedian 
Wessam Qutob to participate in 
fun, football-themed games and 
activities. 

Other participants were led to 
an auditorium space where they 
were treated to a panel discus-
sion between a select group of 
specialist volunteers and former 

England captain Beckham, Dan-
ish footballing sensation Nadia 
Nadim, and Qatari entrepre-
neur, philanthropist and public 
speaker Ghanim al-Muftah. The 
inspirational talk touched on 
teamwork, sustainability and ac-
cessibility and included heartfelt 
messages of encouragement for 
the volunteers on the eve of the 
tournament kick-off . 

Accessibility volunteer Aisha 
Tanvir said, “There’s so many 

rewards to being a volunteer, but 
to know that people like David, 
Nadia and Ghanim have taken 
the time to come and share their 
experiences and to give us their 
encouragement really reminds us 
we are part of something much 
bigger. They’re role models for us 
who really embody the volunteer 
spirit and it’s a big inspiration to 
have them here and to know they 
support us as volunteers.” 

To really understand the vol-

unteer experience from a fi rst-
hand point of view, French 1998 
FIFA World Cup winner Marcel 
Desailly, Manchester City and 
Ivorian superstar Yaya Toure, 
and Qatari World and Olympic 
high jump champion Mutaz Essa 
Barshim went the extra mile and 
agreed to become volunteers 
for the day at the busy uniform 
distribution centre. The three 
ambassadors were given offi  cial 
volunteer uniforms and briefed 
in their duties to help distrib-
ute uniforms to FIFA World Cup 
workforce staff  and volunteers.  

Asked how he enjoyed spend-
ing “A Day in the Life of a Vol-
unteer,” Desailly replied: “It was 
a great experience to understand 
the dedication, the passion and 
the commitment of the volun-
teers. Now we know and we want 
each of the 20,000 volunteers to 
know that all their amazing hard 
work is fully recognised and ap-
preciated. The tournament could 
not be delivered without them.” 

Unsuspecting folks who had 
arrived to pick up their uniforms 
were no doubt surprised and de-
lighted to fi nd Desailly, Touré 
and Barshim behind the counter. 
Workforce uniform volunteer 
Wan Nizam said, “Having these 
amazing sportspeople volunteer-
ing with us was a fantastic expe-
rience that I will cherish for life. 
It was an honour and pleasure to 
explain our role and guide them.”

Legends and ambassadors deliver special messages of gratitude and encouragement

Volunteers at a match.

As a gesture of appreciation, 10 FIFA World Cup ambassadors – including David Beckham, Marcel 
Desailly and Yaya Touré – paid a surprise visit on November 20 to the Volunteer Hub in the DEC to meet, 
engage and exchange stories with a lucky group of volunteers. 

‘I am beyond proud to be 
a volunteer at the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022’

Football fanatic Abdulla al-Qahta-
ni applied to volunteer at the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 as he was de-

termined to take part in the biggest event 
ever to be held in the Middle East and Arab 
world.

The 30-year-old from Al Kharaitiyat en-
joys everything about the beautiful game 
and is supporting the tournament as a pro-
tocol volunteer at Al Bayt Stadium.

The Supreme Committee for Delivery & 
Legacy caught up with Abdulla, who works 
for QatarEnergy, during the England vs 
USA match to learn more about his jour-
ney, along with his pride at supporting the 
delivery of the fi rst FIFA World Cup in the 
region.

Why did you become a volunteer?
I’ve always wanted to have a role in my 

country’s achievement and success. So, 
when volunteer registration began, I knew 
I had to sign up. I want to give something 
back to my country – even if it is just a 
small percentage.

What is your volunteering experi-
ence?

I began volunteering almost six years ago. 
Each volunteering experience teaches me a 
new skill. I previously volunteered during 
the FIFA Arab Cup at both Education City 
Stadium and Al Bayt, so I managed to pick 
up skills through these experiences, which 
helped me secure a volunteering role at the 
World Cup. 

Tell us about your volunteering role 
at Al Bayt Stadium.

My team is responsible for protocol 
management of hospitality, VIP and VVIP 
guests at the stadium. We are expected to 
manage the crowd fl ow and ensure that 
everyone has a seamless experience enter-
ing and leaving the lounge and stadium.

How proud are you for being in-
volved in this tournament?

I am beyond grateful and proud of my-
self for having a role in the biggest sporting 
event ever to be held in our country and re-
gion. Ever since Qatar won the bid 12 years 
ago, I hoped to have a role in the success of 
the tournament.

What skills have you acquired from 
this experience?

I have learned to communicate with fans 
from diff erent parts of the world. Another 
skill is multi-tasking. I have also learned 
time management skills, which will un-
doubtedly help me in future volunteering 
experiences.

What are your thoughts on Qatar 
hosting the World Cup?

I speak on behalf of all Qataris and Arabs. 

We are all proud to host an exceptional edi-
tion of the tournament here in Qatar, where 
everyone is welcome. We are all helping to 
host the most successful and memorable 
edition of the World Cup.

What would you say to people who 
are thinking of volunteering in future?

I encourage everyone to consider volun-
teering. The world of volunteering is huge. 
So, even if you tried a specifi c role and 
didn’t like it, there are other roles you can 
try. With time, you will learn more about 
what you like and dislike when it comes to 

volunteering.

What message do you hope Qatar 
2022 will send to the world?

I want the World Cup to show everyone 
that despite Qatar’s small geographical 
size, it can host the biggest sporting event. 
I also want the world to learn about our 
culture and heritage, and explore our his-
tory and religion.

I know for most tourists, this is their fi rst 
time in Qatar, so I try my best to give them a 
warm welcome, and I really hope they have 
the best time here.

SC thanks volunteers for 
commitment, enthusiasm
On International Volunteer Day, some of the 20,000 volunteers for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 had 
their photographs taken with the Winner’s Trophy. “We thank all our volunteers for their outstanding 
commitment and enthusiasm,” the Supreme Committee for Delivery & Legacy (SC) said in a tweet.

Abdulla al-Qahtani shares details of his enriching experience

The 30-year-old from Al Kharaitiyat enjoys everything about the beautiful game and is 
supporting the tournament as a protocol volunteer at Al Bayt Stadium.
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Representatives of a Brazilian 
football fans association visited 
the Darb Al Saai headquarters 

at Umm Salal Mohamed on Saturday, 
where they learned about various as-
pects of Qatari culture and heritage.

During the visit, according to a press 
statement from the National Day Cel-
ebrations Organising Committee, the 

representatives toured the numerous 
attractions and activities there, and 
enjoyed a camel ride.

They expressed admiration for the 
National Day activities at Darb Al Saai.

Fernando Pontes, the leader of the 
Brazilian fans’ group, noted that “Darb 
Al Saai is a wonderful place and we are 
happy to be here”.

“We have seen and experienced the 
hospitality since we arrived here,” he 
said. “And this visit is a unique oppor-
tunity to enhance the exchange of cul-
tures between the Qatari and Brazilian 
people.”

“We got to know the nature of life of 
the people of Qatar in the past and the 
professions in which they worked, and 
experienced camel riding while en-
joying Arabic coff ee in the traditional 
tents,” Pontes said. “The hospitality 
is amazing … the Qataris took care of 

every detail, no matter how small.”
“We really feel as if we are at home,” 

he added, expressing great admiration 
for the diversity in Qatar.

Pontes noted that Qatar has built 
the most luxurious stadiums and 
sports facilities and provided the best 
roads and means of transportation.

Fellow representative Paulo Mach-
ado praised the Darb Al Saai activi-
ties that highlight the Qatari heritage, 
saying that he thoroughly enjoyed the 
visit.

He said Qatar has presented a dis-

tinguished edition of the FIFA World 
Cup and was able to communicate 
its culture to the people of the world 
through the tournament.

Brazil fans get taste of Qatari culture and heritage
‘The hospitality is 
amazing ... the Qataris 
took care of every 
detail, no matter how 
small. We really feel as 
if we are at home’

Snapshots from the Brazilians’ visit to 
Darb Al Saai.

Symposium held on the journey of the Qatari song
A symposium reviewed the journey of the Qatari song at Darb Al Saai as part of a programme of cultural seminars accompanying the 
activities and celebrations of the Qatar National Day, which is held this year under the slogan Our Unity Source of Our Strength.
Academic and novelist Dr Ahmed Abdel-Malik, writer and researcher in media and drama Dr Marzouq Bashir, artiste Mohamed al-
Moqdam, and Mohamed al-Kuwari, the director of the Publications and Translation Department at the Ministry of Culture participated 
in the symposium, which was moderated by media host Amal Abdel-Malik. – QNA

Poets cite patriotism and loyalty
Qatar poetry centre “Diwan Al Arab” 

held a poetry evening at Darb Al 
Saai as part of the programme of 

cultural seminars accompanying activi-
ties and celebrations of the Qatar National 
Day, which is held this year under the slo-

gan Our Unity Source of Our Strength.
Poets Ayed al-Hababi, Mohamed Nass-

er al-Shahwani and Ziyad al-Otaibi pre-
sented poems on the love of the homeland.

The evening was moderated by journal-
ist Atta Mohamed.

The poets said that their participation 
came from a patriotic standpoint, loy-
alty to the homeland, and an expression of 
their love for the nation.

The poetry centre will hold six poetry 
evenings, as part of Darb Al Saai activities, 

and a symposium on poetry and its role in 
society.

The activities of Darb Al Saai to cel-
ebrate Qatar National Day will continue 
until December 18 at its headquarters in 
Umm Salal. – QNA

Unity and 
strength
Activities at Darb Al Saai in Umm 
Salal Mohamed continued to draw 
many visitors. The activities are 
organised in the lead-up to Qatar 
National Day on December 18, 
which will be held this year under 
the slogan Our Unity Source of 
Our Strength.
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