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US midterms dampen
Big Pharma hopes for
price policy change
The divided US Congress after the November midterm elections
undermines pharmaceutical companies who want to weaken a new
law that allows the government to negotiate drug prices, Republican
strategists, policy experts and pharmaceutical executives say.
Democratic President Joe Biden’s signature Inflation Reduction Act,
which Democrats passed in August against pharmaceutical industry
and Republicans opposition, allows the government’s Medicare health
programme for people aged 65 and older and people with disabilities to
directly negotiate prices for some drugs starting in 2026.
The industry had been hoping a Republican-controlled Congress
would change some provisions in the law and that the president could
be convinced to signed off on them, eight strategists, experts and
executives told Reuters.
Now, with Democrats in control of the Senate and Republicans
running the House of Representatives starting in January, the
pharmaceutical industry is regrouping for 2023 around a shorter
provisions list they say are most problematic as well as turning to
other priority areas, sources and experts say.
Drugmakers are launching new medicines at record-high prices
this year, a Reuters analysis has found, highlighting their pricing
power even after Congress moved to cut the $500bn-plus annual bill
for prescription drugs in the United States.
The law allows the government to choose 10 drugs to negotiate from
among the 50 costliest drugs for Medicare.
Some experts say it is highly unlikely the Biden administration
would change its signature law.
Biden vowed on the campaign trail to oppose Republican attempts
to weaken it.
The White House did
not respond to a request
for comment.
Even so, Republicans
will “chip away” at the
drug price negotiation
provision and its
implementation, said
Joel White, founder and
president of Horizon
Government Affairs.
“There are things that I think Republicans are thinking could be
changed in the law to make it less onerous,” said White, a Republican
strategist and former congressional staffer who specialises in health
policy.
That aligns with the industry’s approach.
Speaking on condition of anonymity, three pharmaceutical
executives said they would lobby both Democrats and Republicans
to extend the negotiation exemption period for conventional
prescription drugs to 13 years from nine years following US Food and
Drug Administration approval.
This would be in line with complex biologic drugs, which are made
from living cells.
Also among their top asks is a reset, or at least extension, of the
negotiation exemption period every time a company proves the drug
works for an additional illness and is approved for it by regulators.
They argue companies and shareholders will lose their financial
incentive without such a change.
The industry believes the best approach for bipartisan support is to
tie the extension request to their work on finding cancer treatments,
even if it is an uphill battle.
This would align with Biden’s “cancer moonshot” initiative to cut
the cancer death rate in half in the next 25 years.
“We’re eager to work with lawmakers on both sides of the aisle
to fix flaws in the law and to drive meaningful change that lowers
patients’ out-of-pocket costs,” said Brian Newell, a spokesperson for
Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America (PhRMA),
the industry’s powerful trade association.
Biden is unlikely to weaken his signature domestic achievement,
said Larry Levitt, Executive Vice President for Health Policy at the
Kaiser Family Foundation.
“I can certainly imagine Republicans pushing for tweaks that would
weaken drug pricing negotiation, but I have a tough time seeing
President Biden going along with that,” said Levitt, a senior health
official during the Clinton administration.
Even Republican support for the drug pricing provision is not
guaranteed because it is popular with voters across the political
spectrum, he said.
“All Republicans voted against drug price negotiation, but they
have to tread carefully in any effort to weaken it.” – Reuters
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Qatar’s outstanding efforts to make
2022 World Cup most secure ever
QNA
Doha

S

ince winning the bid to
host the 2022 FIFA World
Cup, Qatar has started to
mobilise its efforts, employ
its experiences and expertise,
and strengthen its regional and
international co-operation to secure
this global event, making it the safest
and most secure World Cup edition.
Qatar has inspiring experiences,
wisdom and insight in hosting
international mega events and
activities that require crowd
management and achieving the
maximum levels of safety and security
for participants and visitors from all
around the world.
Qatar’s recent history includes a
long list of organising hundreds of
international events, forums, and
mega sports events.
One of the biggest sports
tournaments organised by Qatar was
the 15th Asian Games (XV Asiad)
which was described as “the games
of a lifetime” given the exceptional
success in security and organisation.
The list goes on to include the 2010
IAAF World Indoor Championships
in Athletics, the 2011 AFC Asian
Cup, the 2015 World Men’s Handball
Championship, and more than 500
other regional and international sports
tournaments organised over the past
15 years.
Qatar’s success in securing sporting
events is not strange for a country
that enjoys political, social, and
economic stability as well as a high
level of security as affirmed by global
indicators that classify Qatar as one of
the most secure countries in the world
and ranks among the top in societal
safety and security according to these
indicators.
Talking in numbers, according
to Global Peace Index (GPI), Qatar
ranked first among the countries of the
Middle East and North Africa (Mena),
while it ranked 23rd globally among
163 countries included in the report on
the level of security, advancing by six
places over the previous year, as the
safest and most secure state.
Qatar has maintained its high rank
in several security indicators contained
in the report, including criminality in
society, terrorist activity, homicides,
safety, and security, organised internal
conflicts, and terrorism and political
stability.
Qatar also ranked first globally,
within the Arab world, and within
the Middle East in the Security Index
for the year 2022, issued by the
worldwide database (Numbeo). All
these indicators affirm that extending
safety and security is an indispensable
priority, a consistent approach no
matter the circumstances, and a right
for everyone who lives in this country
or visiting as a guest.
Based on that, Qatar has placed the
safety of all participants of FIFA World
Cup Qatar whether teams, fans, or
visitors at the top of its main priorities
to prepare in advance to secure this
event and guarantee full readiness
on various logistical, human, and
technical levels.

To achieve maximum safety and
security, FIFA World Cup Qatar
2022 Safety and Security Operations
Committee (SSOC) has launched a
bundle of plans, programmes, training
and qualification workshops, and joint
exercises, to raise the human cadre
capabilities, in implementation of the
tournament’s security strategy.
Among the training programmes
designed for governmental and private
security, the programme on the
security and safety of sports fans which
included several training courses on
stadium safety and security, security
sense, crowd management, human
rights, first aid, co-operation with
the crowd, in addition to Tournament
Policies and Procedures programme
which covered facility evacuation
simulations and training on how to deal
with possible scenarios.
These programmes were conducted
in co-operation with specialised
experts from the European Police and
Europol with 49,000 participants —
32,000 individuals from government
security and 17,000 individuals from
private security.
In Nov 2021, the SSOC organised
the ‘Watan’ joint exercise to confirm
security readiness.
The exercise was conducted with
the participation of all military, civil,
organisational, and service authorities
in the country, each according to its
competence along with 13 brotherly
and friendly countries.
The “Watan” security exercise was
the largest of its kind in terms of the
number of participating authorities
internally and externally, in addition

to the evolving of its events to combine
security, military, organisational, and
service aspects.
It also featured the diversification
of its various scenarios and gradations
based on all kinds of potential
internal and external risks during the
tournament’s organisation.
At the time of the exercise, the
Ministry of Interior (MoI) pointed
out that the exercise aims to enhance
close co-operation with the brotherly
and friendly forces participating in it
and to ensure the integration of efforts
and co-operation to achieve the best
security experiences in major sporting
events hosted by Qatar.
Qatar signed several agreements
and memorandums of understanding
with different countries and
international organisations such as
(Interpol, the International Centre for
Sport Security ISCC, The European
Union Agency for Law Enforcement
co-operation Europol) to ensure a
smooth exchange of information and
expertise in the security domains
to strengthen the security of the
tournament and leaves a global legacy
to be used by countries wishing to
host mega sports events.
The Last Mile Security Conference,
organised by the SSOC in May 2022,
was a testament to Qatar’s keenness
to follow up the implementation
of security plans and strategies in
co-operation with regional and
international partners, strengthen
bilateral co-operation in the security
field, and to stand on the final required
security preparations.
The conference also witnessed the

signing of an agreement between Qatar
and the International Criminal Police
Organisation (Interpol) to extend cooperation for (Project Stadia), which
was established by Interpol in 2012,
with funding and support from Qatar,
with the aim of serving countries
wishing to host major sporting events.
In addition, a joint declaration on
the International Police Co-operation
Center also was signed between
Qatar and a number of countries
participating in the conference.
In the context of international
co-operation, as well as achieving the
highest levels of security during the
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, Qatar
established the International Police
Co-operation Center (IPCC) with the
launch of the FIFA Club World Cup
Qatar 2019.
The IPCC is an operations room
managed and supervised by the
SSOC, and it has been provided with
the latest advanced technological
means and the necessary
infrastructure for the centre to
perform its role and achieve its goals.
Qatar crowned these efforts by
hosting the FIFA Arab Cup Qatar
2021, which offered an opportunity
to measure security, logistical, and
organisational readiness.
Qatar’s security efforts in
preparation for the World Cup were
praised by the FIFA.
During the “Last Mile” security
conference, FIFA’s Director of Security
Helmut Spahn stressed that the level
of integration and partnership that has
been achieved with the SSOC reassures
that the tournament will be delivered
to the highest safety standards.
Spahn stressed that FIFA as
the governing body of the game
participated in the preparations for
the tournament in Qatar, adding that
since being established in 2012, the
SSOC has been working closely with
FIFA.
In a related context, project “Stadia”
a Qatari project that started in 2012 in
collaboration with Interpol is one of
the main projects that took shape after
Qatar won the bid to host the FIFA
World Cup.
The project aims to help member
countries of the Interpol organisation
set and implement police and
security measures within the
framework of preparing for mega
sports events.
The 12-year running project
contributes to the police and security
arrangements for the World Cup, which
leaves a sustainable legacy for the
world law enforcement mediums.
With wisdom, insight, and
multidimensional vision, Qatar
continues its security preparations to
host the FIFA World Cup.
During the preparations, Qatar
managed to shape its philosophy by
qualifying its security cadres who
will oversee this national mission and
establishing regional and international
partnerships to benefit from
experiences and expertise.
The will of Qatari citizens and
residents remains the main front line
to secure the tournament so that Qatar
once again proves to be the world’s
safest place and the worthiest to host
such a global event.

