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HE the Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Sheikh Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-

Thani, met yesterday in Amman with
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates of
Jordan, Ayman Safadi. The meeting
discussed co-operation relations
between the two countries and ways
of further supporting them, as well

as the latest regional developments,
primarily the exerted diplomatic
de-escalation efforts and joint co-
ordination to strengthen security and
stability in the region. HE the Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
emphasised, during the meeting,
Qatar’s full support for diplomatic
efforts and endeavours made to reach

Amir, Ramaphosa discuss

key developmentsincall Amir, Putin discuss ways
to expand partnership

is Highness the Amir
HSheikh Tamim bin Hamad

al-Thani received yester-
day a phone call from South Af-
rica President Cyril Ramaphosa.
Both sides discussed bilateral re-
lations and ways to support and
strengthen them across various
fields. They also exchanged views
on key regional and international

developments, as well as a host of
issues of common concern. Dur-
ing the call, the South Africa pres-
ident commended Qatar’s efforts
and initiatives aimed at finding a
solution to the crisis in the region,
primarily regarding the assurance
of maritime security in the Strait
of Hormuz and the smooth flow of
global supply chains. (QNA)

Jordan’s king, PM hold talks in Amman

King Abdullah Il ibn al-Hussein of Jordan welcomed HE the Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin
Jassim al-Thani in Amman yesterday. At the beginning of the meeting, HE
Sheikh Mohammed conveyed His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad al-Thani’s greetings to King Abdullah, along with His Highness’s
wishes for his good health and happiness and for continued prosperity for
the Jordanian people. King Abdullah, in turn, asked HE Sheikh Mohammed
to convey his greetings to HH the Amir, wishing His Highness good health
and happiness and the Qatari people further prosperity and development.
The meeting discussed bilateral ties and ways to expand co-operation
between the two nations, as well as issues of shared concern. (QNA)

PM meets Jordan’s deputy PM

is Highness the Amir
HSheikh Tamim bin Hamad

al-Thani highlighted his
meeting with Russian President
Vladimir Putin on the sidelines of
the Gas Exporting Countries Forum
(GECF) Summit in Moscow, where
they discussed ways to strengthen
co-operation and friendship be-
tween the two countries and ex-
changed views on key regional and
international developments.

HH the Amir added that Qatar
and Russia seek to further expand
their bilateral partnership and
strengthen co-ordination in pur-
suit of their shared interests and
to promote security and stability.
In a post on his official X account,
HH the Amir expressed pleasure at
meeting President Vladimir Pu-
tin in Moscow on the sidelines of
the GECF Summit. HH the Amir
said he and President Putin had
discussed ways to strengthen co-
operation and friendship between
the two countries and exchanged
views on key regional and interna-
tional developments.

His Highness added that both
countries look forward to contin-
uing their joint efforts to broaden
their bilateral partnership and en-

hance co-ordination in ways that
serve their mutual interests and
contribute to consolidating secu-
rity and stability.

HH the Amir departed Mos-
cow yesterday following his par-
ticipation in the Eighth Summit
of Heads of State and Government

of the Member Countries of the
Gas Exporting Countries Forum
(GECF). He was accompanied
during the visit by HE the Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani
and an official delegation. (QNA)

QLC organises third edition of
Leadership Innovation Forum

a solution that ensures freedom of ggrg
navigation and opens the door to
arrive at a comprehensive agreement
that brings about sustainable peace in atar Leadership Centre
the region. (QNA) (QLC) convened the third
edition of the Leadership
Innovetion Forum 2026 yester-

Qatar has retained first place
regionally in the Political Stability
and Rule of Law dimensions of
the World Bank’s 2026 update

of the Worldwide Governance
Indicators. The result
strengthens Qatar’s position as a
regional model of stability, rule of
law and security.

In a press statement, the
National Planning Council (NPC)
said Qatar also maintained

a strong regional standing,
ranking among the top three

in Government Effectiveness,
Control of Corruption, and
Regulatory Quality. This reflects

Qatar aregional model of stability

government efficiency and the
State’s efforts to strengthen
transparency and integrity.
Compared with the previous
edition, Qatar improved in four
of the six dimensions: Political
Stability 83.86%; Government
Effectiveness 72.73%; Regulatory
Quality 72.67%; and Control of
Corruption 65.81%. The largest
improvement was in Control of
Corruption, which rose by 2.74
points.

These results reflect Qatar’s
continued efforts to improve
institutional performance

and strengthen government

efficiency, supporting the goals of
Qatar National Vision 2030. They
also highlight the importance

of sustaining these efforts and
using international indicator
results to set development and
improvement priorities.
Published annually by the World
Bank, the Worldwide Governance
Indicators measure governance
quality in more than 200
economies across six key
dimensions: Voice and
Accountability, Political Stability,
Government Effectiveness,
Regulatory Quality, Rule of Law,
and Control of Corruption.

CNN'’s Global Perspectives forum opens in Doha today
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GLOBAL
PERSPECTIVES
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By A Staff Reporter
Doha

CNN's flagship events series Global
Perspectives will take place in
Doha today, convening dignitaries,
political and business leaders,

and visionaries for important
conversations on geopolitics,

technology, media, and culture.
Global Perspectives: In Doha marks
the first time that CNN will hold its
flagship events series in the Middle
East and Gulf region.

The event will take place at the
Rosewood Doha, with Media City
Qatar as Host Partner, building

on an established relationship
following CNN’s decision to launch

a new operation in Qatar last year
as part of the network’s broader
global and regional content
strategy. The new date for Global
Perspectives: In Doha was agreed
following a meeting between CNN
Worldwide Chairman & CEO Sir
Mark Thompson and HE Sheikh Dr
Abdulla bin Ali al-Thani, Chairman
of Media City Qatar.

day under the patronage of HE
the Chairperson of the QLC Board
of Directors, Sheikha Al Mayassa
bint Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani.
Held under the theme ‘Strategy
Before Execution: Building In-
stitutions That Endure Beyond
Their Leaders) the forum brought
together more than 1,000 guests,
including leaders, officials, ex-
perts, alumni, and representa-
tives from various sectors.

The event featured interactive
discussions and robust debates
on strategies for building insti-
tutions capable of sustaining
success across successive gener-
ations of leadership. It also gen-
erated significant engagement
across social media and main-
stream media platforms, broad-
ening the reach of its core mes-

CNN journalists including
Christiane Amanpour, Richard
Quest, Becky Anderson, and Eleni
Giokos will lead conversations
with leaders from the region and
beyond, examining how regions
such as the Gulf are shaping the
world’s next chapter of economic
power, technological innovation,
and cultural influence. To Page 11
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sage and key discussion points.

Panel sessions explored the
roles of strategic planning, gov-
ernance, knowledge transfer, and
the preparation of future leaders
in embedding institutional sus-
tainability, empowering organi-
sations to navigate challenges
and keep pace with rapid trans-
formations.

In his opening remarks, Gen-
eral Manager of Qatar Leadership
Centre, Abdullah Mohammed
Khalifa al-Binali, emphasised
that the forum reflects the cen-
tre’s commitment to advancing

leadership thought and fostering
the exchange of expertise across
diverse sectors.

Al-Binali stated that success-
ful leadership is not measured
solely by achievements realised
during a tenure in office, but ex-
tends to building institutions ca-
pable of sustaining success long
after leadership transitions. He
noted that the forum seeks to in-
stitutionalise strategic thinking
and the sharing of experiences to
support organisational sustain-
ability and capability develop-
ment. To Page 11
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Mol wins Arab award

first place in the award for best joint
field intelligence co-operation in com-
bating drugs at the 40th Arab Conference of
the Heads of Anti-Narcotics Agencies, hosted
by the Arab Interior Ministers Council (AIMC)
in Tunis.
Mol is participating in the conference with
a delegation led by Director General of Drug
Enforcement Brigadier Staff Rashid Saree al-
Kaabi.

The Ministry of Interior (MoI) has won

Al-Hammadi meets director of
Uzbek Islamic Civilisation Centre

HE Secretary-General of tﬁe Minis’

try of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) and
Chairman of the Qatari Committee for the Alliance of Civilisations,
Dr Ahmed bin Hassan al-Hammadi, met yesterday with the Director
of the Islamic Civilisation Centre in the Republic of Uzbekistan, Dr
Firdavs Abdukhalikov, who is visiting the country.

The conference brings together Arab and
international participants to discuss drug
control issues and review member states’
experiences and plans in this field. The
award recognises the ministry’s efforts to
strengthen co-ordination, co-operation,
and the exchange of information and exper-
tise with counterpart agencies, supporting
joint Arab security efforts to combat drugs
and psychotropic substances and protect
society from their dangers. (QNA)
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During the meeting, the two sides reviewed prospects for bilateral

co-operation in the cultural sphere, alongside their respective efforts
to promote awareness of Islamic civilisation. They also discussed joint
programmes and projects, including the organisation of conferences
and seminars, and the exchange of visits, all of which contribute to

strengthening Qatari-Uzbek relations. (QNA)

Financial Affairs Committee
discusses draft state budget

he Economic and Financial Affairs Committee of the Shura

I Council held a meeting yesterday, chaired by Mohamed bin
Yousef Almana, the committee’s chairperson.

During the meeting, the committee discussed the draft state

budget for the 2027 fiscal year and the draft law approving it, and
decided to continue its review at its next meeting. (QNA)

QNA chief visits German press agency in Berlin

E the Director-General of Qatar News
HAgency (QNA), Ahmed bin Saeed al-

Rumaihi visited the headquarters of
the German Press Agency (DPA) in Berlin, met
with its CEO, Peter Kropsch, to discuss ways
to strengthen the partnership; expand co-op-
eration; and exchange expertise between the
two agencies.

During the visit, HE al-Rumaihi toured the
German agency’s newsroom and studios and
received a presentation on the agency and its
work models as well as general management
mechanisms for news agencies and their op-
erational strategies.

Furthermore, al-Rumaihi participated in a
session on artificial intelligence, its challenges
and opportunities for news agencies; a lecture

>

on DPA’s approach to photojournalism; and
another on its role in combating fake news in
Newsrooms.

He also received briefings on the “Feedback
Hub” platform for collecting feedback and
comments; the “Rubix” content management
system for newsrooms of the future; and the
activities of “news aktuell”, DPA’s public rela-
tions subsidiary.

At the end of the visit, al-Rumaihi
discussed with DPA officials ways to
strengthen their partnership; exchange
professional expertise and experiences;
and explore opportunities for job shad-
owing and training to support media de-
velopment and enhance professional per-

Amir sends congratulations
to Czech Republic president

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani and His Highness
the Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad al-Thani sent cables of
congratulations to the President of the Czech Republic Petr Pavel on the
occasion of his country’s Independence Day.

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani also sent a cable of congratulations
to the Prime Minister of the Czech Republic Andrej Babis on the occasion of
his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

Amir condoles with king of Spain

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani and His Highness the
Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad al-Thani sent cables of condolences
to King Felipe VI of Spain following a crash involving two high-speed trains

near Toledo, central Spain.

The Amir and the Deputy Amir expressed their sympathies over the victims
and wished the injured a speedy recovery.

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani also sent a cable of condolences to the Prime
Minister of the Kingdom of Spain Dr Pedro Sanchez following a crash involving
two high-speed trains near Toledo, central Spain. He expressed his sympathies
over the victims and wished the injured a speedy recovery. (QNA)

PM sends condolences
to Japan counterpart

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani has sent a cable of condolences

to the Prime Minister of Japan Sanae Takaichi following the death of the
country’s former prime minister Yasuo Fukuda. (QNA)

Dubai Press Club media
delegation visits QNA

media delegation from
Athe Dubai Press Club vis-

ited the Qatar News Agency
(QNA) headquarters yesterday to
strengthen co-operation and ex-
change expertise between the two
sides.

The delegation, led by Director
of the Dubai Press Club, Maryam
al-Mubhairi, met with several QNA
officials and learned about the op-

erations and working procedures
of the agency’s various depart-
ments, sections, and units.

The delegation also visited the
QNA Training Center, where it
learned about the centre’s spe-
cialised training programmes and
its role in training journalism and
media graduates in Qatar who wish
to join QNA or other entities in the
country. (QNA)

formance. (QNA)

AL MAHHAR
HOLDING
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Al Mahhar Holding announces financial results for the nine-
month period ended 30 September 2026: net profit to equity
holders increases 19.1% year on year to QAR 42.4 million

¢ Revenue: QAR 693.4 million, as compared to QAR 716.3 millionin Q3 2025
e Net profit: QAR 44.5 million, up 21.7% from QAR 36.6 million in Q3 2025 J

¢ Net profit margin: 6.4%, up from 5.1% in Q3 2025

1 Mahhar Holding Company Q.P.S.C. (“Al

Mahhar” or the “Company”), one of the

eading services and specialized products
providers to the energy and infrastructure sectors
in the State of Qatar, announced its financial results
for the nine-month period ended 30 September
2026 (Q3 2026).

Al Mahhar reported revenue of QAR 693.4 million
in Q3 2026, a slight decrease of 3.2% compared
to the prior-year period, while continuing to be
supported by the performance of its key operating
subsidiaries. Petrotec remained the Group’s primary
revenue contributor, supported by its subsidiaries,
including Q-Cal, PSR, GAS and Petrotec Kuwait,
alongside strong contributions from Q-FAB.
The energy segment accounted for 91.3% of total
revenue, compared to 84.1% in Q3 2025, reflecting
the Company’s strategic focus on energy-linked
infrastructure projects while gradually reducing
its exposure to other civil construction activities.
Equipment and spare parts sales accounted for
82.3% of total revenue, followed by service income
at 12.3% and equipment rental at 5.4%.

Gross profit remained broadly stable at QAR 121.3
million, while gross margin improved to 17.5%
from 17.2% in the prior-year period. The margin
improvement was primarily driven by a reversal
of provisions for obsolete and slow-moving
inventories, alongside a favorable shift in revenue

mix toward the higher-margin rental division and
reduced depreciation expenses recognized within
cost of sales.

Net profit increased by 21.7% to QAR 44.5 million,
with net profit margin improving to 6.4%, supported
by continued operational efficiencies, disciplined
cost management, reduced finance costs, and
increased contributions from associates and joint
ventures. Earnings per share further increased to
QAR 0.20 from QAR 0.17 in the prior-year period,
reflecting the Company’s improved profitability.

The Company maintains a strong financial position,
with total assets increasing to QAR 739.1 million
as of 30 September 2026, compared to QAR 651.9
million as of 31 December 2025. Total equity grew
to QAR 389.5 million from QAR 371.9 million as
of 31 December 2025, reflecting the Company’s
continued financial strength. Cash and cash
equivalents increased to QAR 143.5 million, up from
QAR 103.1 million as of 31 December 2025, further
strengthening the Company’s liquidity position and
providing greater financial flexibility to support its
strategic priorities.

The Company continues to advance its internal
efficiency initiatives, with a sustained focus on
cost control, process optimization and disciplined
resource management. In parallel, the Company
is enhancing its IT infrastructure and advancing

Net profit to equity holders: QAR 42.4 million, up 19.1% from QAR 35.6 million in Q3 2025
Earnings per share: QAR 0.20, as compared to QAR 0.17 in Q3 2025

its digital transformation initiatives, including the
rollout of SAP, to strengthen data security, improve
operational efficiency and support future scalability.
Together, these initiatives reinforce the Company’s
commitment to operational excellence, sustainable
profitability and long-term value creation.

Al Mahhar’s Chairman, Mr. Fahad Al Fardan,
commented: “Our performance during the first
nine months of 2026 reflects the resilience of
our core operations and the progress achieved
in executing our strategic priorities. Despite a
challenging operating environment, we delivered
resilient revenue performance alongside improved
profitability, supported by the performance of our
key subsidiaries and increased contributions from
our associates and joint ventures. Our growing
exposure to Qatar’s energy sector remains central to
our long-term strategy, positioning us to capitalize
on opportunities arising from the country’s ongoing
energy and infrastructure developments. As we
approach the end of the year, we remain focused on
strengthening our market position, deepening our
strategic partnerships and pursuing opportunities
that support sustainable growth and long-term
value creation for our shareholders.”

For further information and respective details on Al
Mahbhar, please visit https://almahharholding.com/
or contact investor relations at investorrelations@
almahharholding.com.
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Ooredoo honoured at
Qatar Private Sector

Nationalisation Award

oredoo received the Qatar
O Private Sector Nationali-

sation Award in the Infor-
mation Technology and Digital
Services category at a ceremony
on October 27, in recognition of
its contributions to empowering
Qatari talent, developing national
leaders, and supporting the na-
tionalisation of jobs.

Following the announcement of
the award winners on September
27, the Ministry of Labour held the
ceremony at Qatar National Con-
vention Centre under the Himmah
initiative. It brought together rep-
resentatives of the winning organ-
isations and national talent from
across the award categories.

HE Sheikh Saoud bin Abdulrah-
man bin Hassan al-Thani, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of
State for Defence Affairs, present-
ed the award to Sheikh Ali bin Ja-
bor bin Mohammad al-Thani, CEO
of Ooredoo Qatar.

Sheikh Ali bin Jabor said: “This
honour reflects our leadership’s
commitment to strengthening the
contribution of national talent to the
country’s development. At Ooredoo,
we believe that empowering our Qa-
tari employees to take on leadership
and specialist roles strengthens our
ability to innovate and contribute to
Qatar’s digital transformation. We
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will continue to invest in our national
talent, supporting the development
of a knowledge-based economy and
the achievement of Qatar National
Vision 20307

Maryam Hassan al-Hajri, Chief
Human Resources Officer at Oore-
doo Qatar, added: “We are com-
mitted to providing learning and
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development opportunities that
help our Qatari employees keep
pace with developments in the
telecommunications and infor-
mation technology sector. We
also work to create a supportive
environment that enables them to
progress in their careers and fulfil
their aspirations at Ooredoo.”

MoC showcases publications at Algiers book fair

Ministry of Culture (MoC) is participating in the 29th Algiers
International Book Fair, which opened yesterday and runs
through November 7, as part of its efforts to promote Qatari

opportunity to highlight the diversity of Qatar’s cultural
output and introduce works documenting aspects of
local knowledge, literature, and culture. Al-Buainain
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edition withrecord attendance

Exhibition concluded after three days, at-
tracting a record number of more than
16,000 visits.

Organised by Nextfairs, the exhibition featured
more than 250 exhibitors across 15,000 square
meters of exhibition space.

Nextfairs said the record turnout underscored
the exhibition’s growing role as aleading platform
connecting Qatari homeowners with specialised
companies, providing access to expert advice and
business opportunities.

HE the Minister of Municipality Abdullah bin
Hamad bin Abdullah al-Attiyah toured the exhi-
bition on its final day, reviewing residential con-
struction solutions and innovations presented by
local and international companies.

The accompanying Build Your House 2026
Conference, held in partnership with the Qatar
Society of Engineers, brought together engineers

The seventh edition of the Build Your House

and industry experts to exchange knowledge and
experience.

Discussions covered the Qatar Architecture
Award, while specialised sessions offered home-
owners practical guidance on residential con-
struction, renovation, interior decoration, design,
and the legal and administrative requirements for
building homes.

The sessions aimed to help homeowners make
informed decisions and develop residential
projects that combine quality, sustainability, and
architectural identity.

Launched in 2020, Build Your House has
evolved into a comprehensive platform connect-
ing Qatar’s residential construction and design
sector with citizens looking to build, renovate, or
upgrade their homes.

The exhibition brings together products, servic-
es, professional expertise, and information cover-
ing every stage of residential construction. (QNA)

CRA strengthens national technical
expertise in IPv6, Internet routing
security through specialised training

he Communications Regulatory Author-
ity (CRA), in collaboration with the RIPE

NCC, is delivering a six-week training

i i i i : i ) . : Communications | ;e laiida _ira
intellectual and literary works and expand their presence emphasised the importance of participating in international programme to strengthen national technical ca- Regulatory Authority | Ca )L ~ iVl
at international exhibitions and cultural events. Director book fairs, which provide opportunities to exchange pabilities in Internet Protocol version 6 (IPv6) State of Qatar 5 A_loa

of the Libraries Department at the Ministry of Culture and
Director of the Doha International Book Fair Jassim Ahmed
al-Buainain said the participation reflects the ministry’s

expertise, build partnerships with cultural institutions,
and expand the reach of Qatari publications in overseas
markets and cultural events. The ministry’s pavilion draws

deployment and Internet routing security. The
programme brings together around 45 members
of the Qatar IPv6 Taskforce, supporting CRA’s

commitment to promoting Qatari culture and publications,
reaching wider audiences, and expanding engagement with
cultural institutions and participating publishers.

He said showcasing the ministry’s publications offers an

inspiration from traditional Qatari architecture, reflecting
the country’s national identity and architectural heritage
while highlighting the connection between Qatari cultural
traditions and contemporary cultural life. (QNA)

QFCRA receives Best Financial
Literacy Qatar 2026 award

The Financial Supervisor Programme is delivered by the QFCRA
in collaboration with the Orphan Care Centre’Dreama’

he Qatar Financial Cen-
Ttre Regulatory  Author-

ity (QFCRA) has received
the Best Financial Literacy (Dreama
Financial Supervisor Programme)
Qatar 2026 award from the Global
Banking & Finance Awards 2026,
recognising the programme’s de-
sign, measurable outcomes and
positive impact.

The Financial Supervisor Pro-
gramme is delivered by the QFCRA
in collaboration with the Orphan
Care Centre “Dreama” under the
QFCRA’s corporate social respon-
sibility initiative, “Mubadarah”
Through tailored, practical ac-
tivities, the programme introduces
participating children to essen-
tial financial concepts, including
saving, spending, budgeting, and
financial responsibility, while
supporting confidence, communi-
cation, and workplace skills.

The award followed a compre-
hensive assessment of the pro-

purpose and results. The judging
panel also highlighted the mean-
ingful personal stories and expe-
riences shared through the pro-
gramme, which demonstrated the
value of combining financial edu-
cation with an inclusive and engag-
ing learning experience.

“We are proud that the Financial
Supervisor Programme has been
recognised with the Best Finan-
cial Literacy Programme Award.
This achievement reflects the
programme’s positive impact and
highlights the importance of insti-
tutional partnerships in supporting
and empowering our children. The
programme has helped strength-
en their financial knowledge and
skills, while enhancing their ability
to plan ahead and make informed
financial decisions, equipping them
for a more independent and stable
future.

“We greatly value our partner-
ship with the QFCRA, which has

combines learning with practical
application. We look forward to fur-
ther developing partnerships and
initiatives that help build our chil-
dren’s capabilities and create greater
opportunities for their future,” said
Sheikha Najla bint Ahmed al-Thani,
executive director of the Orphan
Care Centre “Dreama’.

“Financial literacy is an essen-
tial life skill that empowers indi-
viduals to make informed decisions
and participate confidently in the
economy. The Financial Supervisor
Programme reflects the QFCRA’s
commitment to practical, inclusive
financial education. This recogni-
tion celebrates our collaboration
with Dreama and our shared goal
of equipping children with the
knowledge, confidence and skills
to support them in the future. We
are proud of this achievement and
grateful to everyone who brought
the programme to life,” said Fatma
Abdulrahman al-Meer, CFO and

gramme’s structure, clarity of  delivered a unique experience that  COO of QFCRA.
¢ g
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efforts to develop specialised skills and strength-
en the security and resilience of Qatar’s Internet
infrastructure.

The program is designed for representatives of
stakeholders in the Information and Communica-
tions Technology (ICT) sector. Delivered through
the RIPE NCC Remote Learning Experience, it
combines live online training sessions with self-
paced learning through the RIPE NCC Academy.
Participants have the opportunity to take a pro-
fessional certification exam and receive a certifi-
cate upon successfully passing it.

Commenting on the initiative, Ali al-Suwaidi,
Technical Affairs Department Director at CRA,
said: “We are committed to developing national
technical capabilities and ensuring that Qatar’s
Internet infrastructure remains secure, reliable
and ready to meet evolving demands. This pro-
gram supports our efforts to strengthen expertise
in IPv6 and Internet routing security, in line with
the objectives of the Digital Agenda 2030 and Qa-
tar National Vision 2030.

“By investing in specialised training and knowl-
edge development, we aim to equip professionals

with the skills needed to support the continued
development and security of Qatar’s digital infra-
structure.

“We value our collaboration with the RIPE NCC
in delivering this program and its contribution to
knowledge sharing and the development of spe-
cialised technical expertise in the ICT sector.”

Dr Chafic Chaya, Regional Manager for Public
Policy and Government Affairs, Middle East at the
RIPE NCG, said: “The strong participation in this
program reflects Qatar’s commitment to develop-
ing the skills needed for Internet infrastructure
that is secure, resilient and capable of

supporting growth. IPv6 deployment and rout -
ing security are important areas of technical ex-
pertise that help support the stability, security
and continued development of the Internet”

The RIPE NCC is an independent, not-for-
profit organisation that coordinates and man-
ages Internet number resources across Europe,
the Middle East and Central Asia. It also provides
training and technical services to develop special-
ist expertise and support the stability and security
of Internet infrastructure. (QNA)

Electronic testing procedures for sweetened
drinks to begin on Nov 1via Dhareeba platform

The General Tax Authority has announced that
certificates of analysis required to register
sweetened drinks will be accepted electronically
through the Dhareeba platform from Nov 1, through
direct integration with laboratories accredited

by the Ministry of Public Health and registered
with the Authority, without requiring taxpayers to
upload the certificates manually.

Under the new procedures, taxpayers submit

a product registration application through the
Dhareeba platform, then provide a sample to an
accredited laboratory to conduct the necessary
tests and determine the types and quantities

of sugars and sweeteners. Once the laboratory
approves the results, the testing data and

e g e

STAR ki dlgs

e e e T

certificate of analysis are automatically transmitted
to the Dhareeba platform.

The electronic integration enables the Authority’s
staff to access test results directly, helping
accelerate application processing, reduce manual
procedures and enhance the accuracy of data
received from laboratories.

The completion of this integration coincides

with the expansion of the scope of excise tax on
sweetened drinks. It forms part of the Authority’s
efforts to strengthen electronic integration with
relevant entities, automate product registration
procedures and develop its digital services,
saving time and effort and improving the taxpayer
experience. (QNA)

MoPH, WHO organise workshop to
strengthen emergency preparedness

The Ministry of Public Health
(MoPH), in -collaboration
with the World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO), organised a
capacity-building workshop on
using the Strategic Tool for As-
sessing Risks (STAR) to strengthen
health emergency preparedness.
The workshop aimed to equip
participants with the knowledge
and skills required to apply the
Strategic Tool for Assessing Risks
through training sessions and
practical simulation exercises.
These sessions covered identi-
fying priority health risks and

analysing their likelihood and po-
tential impacts, supporting risk-
based planning and evidence-
informed decision-making, and
preparing participants to contrib-
ute to the development of the Na-
tional Health Risk Profile.

Representatives of health au-
thorities, government entities
and relevant national partners
involved in risk and emergency
management participated in the
workshop. This strengthened
multisectoral participation and
co-ordination in assessing na-
tional health risks.

The workshop serves as a pre-
paratory phase for the national
workshop scheduled for next
November to develop the Na-
tional Health Risk Profile. This
phase builds on the outcomes of
the national workshops organ-
ised by the MoPH in 2022 and
2024, with the participation of
relevant entities, to update na-
tional health-risk priorities in
line with current developments
and challenges and strengthen
preparedness and response plan-
ning for health emergencies and
disasters. (QNA)
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Energy security extends
beyond oil, gas: academic

By Shaima Sheriff
Staff Reporter

nergy security extends be-
Eyond oil, gas and electricity,

with maritime disruptions
potentially  affecting essential
products used in medicine, educa-
tion and everyday life, a Qatar Uni-
versity academic said.

Dr Abdulla al-Etaibi, assistant
professor of political science and
director of strategic innovation,
entrepreneurship and economic
development at Qatar University,
highlighted the wider implications
of energy security amid regional
and global uncertainty.

Speaking to Gulf Times on the
sidelines of the Qatar Leadership
Centre’s (QLC) Leadership Inno-
vation Forum 2026 in Doha yes-
terday, he said the forum’s energy
discussion was particularly rel-
evant at a time when maritim e se-
curity and the movement of goods
have become major concerns.

“It's really important to s hed
some light on what is happening in
our region and how energy is not
only influencing shipments or just
energy as electricity, but it’s more
than that,” Dr al-Etaibi said.

He explained that energy is
closely connected to petrochemi-
cal products that support a wide
range of essential sectors, making
disruptions potentially signifi-
cant beyond the immediate energy
market.

“It’s something that actually
goes into our daily life with other
associated petrochemical prod-
ucts that are influencing energy,
medicine, and also every part of
our world, even the education
part,” he said.

He made the comments during
the forum session, The Long Bet:
Leadership and Resilience in the Oil
and Gas Sector, which examined the
importance of long-term decisions
inbuilding resilience in a sector cen-
tral to Qatar’s economy.

Dr Abdulla al-Etaibi

Dr al-Etaibi said the discussion
offered an opportunity to help au-
diences better understand the rela-
tionship between energy and mari-
time security, particularly given the
challenges facing the region and the
wider world.

“T highly recommend engaging
in such discussions to get to know
more the issue of energy and the
issue of maritime security in our
region,” he said.

The session formed part of the
third edition of the Leadership In-
novation Forum, organised by QLC
under the theme “Strategy Before
Execution: Building Institutions
That Endure Beyond Their Lead-
ers’.

Held at Raffles Doha under the
patronage of HE Sheikha Al Mayas-
sa bint Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani,
chairperson of the QLC Board of
Directors, the forum brought to-
gether leaders, experts and repre-
sentatives from different sectors to
discuss how institutions can sus-
tain success across generations.

Dr al-Etaibi’s research focuses
on Gulf foreign policy, interna-
tional relations and the role of
national identity in shaping poli-
cymaking. His work also examines
mediation and the changing nar-
ratives influencing Qatar’s foreign
policy.

His remarks highlighted how
energy security intersects with
wider questions of regional sta-
bility, economic resilience and the
reliable movement of goods that
modern societies depend on.

‘Building enduring infrastructure
hinges on vision, skilled workforce’

he President of the Public

Works Authority (Ashghal),

Engineer Mohammed bin
Abdulaziz al-Meer, has highlight -
ed the importance of a farsighted
strategic vision and well-estab-
lished operations to deliver sus-
tainable infrastructure achieve-
ments.

Speaking yesterday during a
panel discussion on infrastructure
at the Leadership Innovation Fo-
rum 2026 in Doha, al-Meer said
that building an integrated, endur-
ing national infrastructure system
also requires qualified national
personnel to substantially improve
institutional performance and
keep operations resilient regard-
less leadership transitions or con-
tractor changes.

Al-Meer outlined Ashghal’s
strategic transformation from
delivering projects to meet im-
mediate needs to planning and
developing a comprehensive in-
frastructure system encompass-
ing highways, sewage networks,
and public buildings. He under-
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scored the criticality of this shift
in keeping pace with Qatar’s rap-
idly evolving urban and economic
growth and advancing the objec-
tives of Qatar National Vision
2030.

On asset quality and sustain-
ability, al-Meer emphasised that
Ashghal’s responsibilities extend
well beyond project delivery to
the long-term management of
infrastructure assets. He ex-
plained that Ashghal treats each
project as an integrated life cycle,
spanning implementation and
operation through continuous
maintenance and development,
with each stage contributing to

the system’s enduring perform-
ance.

Accelerating digital transforma-
tion and adopting cutting-edge
technologies, including artificial
intelligence, in the workplace are
also imperative, al-Meer stressed.
These advances, he explained,
would substantially enhance the
efficiency of asset management
and national projects while im-
proving the quality of services de-
livered.

The Ashghal president de-
scribed Qatar’s hosting of the FIFA
World Cup Qatar 2022 as a water-
shed moment and a genuine test of
Ashghal’s institutional capabili-

ties. He explained that delivering
the tournament’s infrastructure
projects required the authority to
manage mammoth projects, plan
under extraordinary pressure,
meet stringent project schedules,
and coordinate seamlessly with
the country’s various government
entities.

Al-Meer said the experience
demonstrated what matters
most in delivering complex in-
frastructure projects consist-
ently: robust institutional sys-
tems, effective coordination,
and the ability to perform under
extraordinary demanding con-
ditions. (QNA)

Qatar has built integrated system for staging major events: SC official

Co-operation and co-ordination
among government entities and
institutions have enabled Qatar to
develop an integrated system for
staging major events, strengthen
the exchange of experience and
expertise, and accelerate planning
and preparations, Jassim Abdulaziz
al-Jassim, Acting Secretary-General
of the Supreme Committee for
Delivery and Legacy (SC) and

Chief Executive Officer of the Local
Organising Committee (LOC) for
Football Events, said yesterday.
Speaking during the second
session of the third Leadership
Innovation Forum 2026, titled

“Sustainable Infrastructure: How
Qatar’s Infrastructure Has Evolved
Into a National System,” al-Jassim
said ongoing communication with
relevant entities and discussions
of challenges and problems had
helped improve operations and
build on accumulated experience.
He said the system extended
beyond a single organising body
to encompass security agencies,
regulatory bodies and other
entities working together within an
integrated, nationwide framework.
Continued co-operation with
partners in organising events
hosted by Qatar had also

improved and accelerated
planning processes, he said.
Tasks that once took months, and
sometimes years, could now be
completed within weeks, thanks
to accumulated experience and a
better understanding of operational
requirements.

Al-Jassim said Qatar had made
significant progress in preparing
Qatari personnel to take part in
organising major events abroad,
including in security, civilian and
organisational roles.

He said this expertise had been
demonstrated during the FIFA
World Cup Qatar 2022 and
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through the participation of Qatari
personnel in major events held

in the United States and Canada,
particularly in security and
organisational operations. (QNA)

JPL Warriors World Cup tournament at QF empowering girls through sport

he JPL Warriors World Cup,

I organised by the Junior Pre-

mier League in collabora-

tion with Qatar Foundation (QF),

has brought together 327 young

female footballers from across the
region.

For Tala al-Sultan, her football
journey began by following in her
brother’s footsteps. Now, 12 years
on, the 17-year-old Kuwaiti player
has found something in the game
that goes far beyond learning to
pass, defend, or score. “My fa-
vourite thing about playing is the
friendships you build,” she says.

Football has also taught her the
importance of communication, the
value of perseverance, and how to
see setbacks as opportunities to
improve: “When things don’t go
my way on the pitch, I see it as a
challenge to grow. And it makes me
want to do better next time?”

Football has become an essential
part of everyday life for her team-
mate, 15-year-old Suad al-Thar-
ban, also from Kuwait. After miss-
ing out on a school team, she joined
a football programme and hasn’t
gone a day without playing since.

The game gives her space to
clear her mind and has taught her
that progress takes time. “If you
force something, it won’t happen
- you have to take your time,” she
says. It is alesson that extends be-
yond football: learning to be pa-

tient, overcome disappointment,
and return stronger. And her ad-
vice to other girls starting out is
simple: everyone begins some-
where.

For 14-year-old Yashvvii Jain,
from India, who began playing

football in 2023, the game has been
a lesson in much more than com-
petition. Inspired to play by her
cousins, brothers, parents, and
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022,
she has come to see football as an
opportunity to learn from others,
improve with every match, and
develop skills that extend well be-
yond the pitch.

Communication, teamwork, re-
spect for opponents, and humility
are among the values she carries
with her. But perhaps most im-
portantly, football has changed
how she views failure. “Losing
has helped me understand that it
is a part of success - and in order
to win or be successful, you have
to go through the failure phase.
This helps you correct your past
mistakes in future games,” she ex-
plained.

This year marked the third edi-

tion of the two-day JPL Warriors
World Cup, held at the Education
City Stadium in partnership with
QNB. Bringing together partici-
pants across three age groups -
Under 12’s, Under 14’s, and Un-
der 16’s - the tournament offered
players a platform to showcase
their talent, develop their skills,
and connect with fellow football-
ers.

Kholoud M al-Ali, executive di-
rector of Community Engagement
and Programming at Qatar Foun-
dation, said: “We believe in the
power of sport to empower young
girls, build confidence, and create
opportunities for growth, both on
and off the pitch. Education City
provides an ideal setting for this
event, reflecting our commitment
to creating inclusive spaces where
girls can connect, learn, and thrive
through sport”

talabat launches talabat grow in Qatar in
collaboration with Qatar Science & Technology Park

announced the launch of talabat grow in Qatar, in
collaboration with Qatar Science & Technology

Park (QSTP). The launch event brought together local
media, restaurant partners and local entrepreneurs to
introduce the programme and showcase how it will
support restaurant growth across Qatar.

talabat, the leading everyday app in the MENA region,

Through this invite-only initiative, talabat aims to
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onboard 180 high-potential, locally owned small
businesses. Participants will receive hands-on support
in performance optimisation, data-driven decision-
making and the effective use of digital tools, alongside
commercial support, subsidised commission rates and
one-to-one guidance from talabat’s partner success
teams. Delivered over 12 months, it begins with a two-
week intensive session, followed by ongoing tailored
support.

Moaiad Agel
S Manoging Director of
=i tnlobat Qotar

QSTP joins the programme as a technology innovation
partner, aiming to connect local restaurants with
startups in its community. Through this collaboration,
QSTP hopes to explore whether innovations developed
by these startups could potentially help restaurants
addresseveryday challenges, reduce costs, runsmoother
and grow. Where relevant, promising innovations may
be piloted with talabat grow restaurants.

“Qatar has a dynamic and ambitious restaurant
community, with many local businesses looking for the
right support to take their next step,” said Moaiad Agel,
Managing Director of talabat Qatar.

“Through talabat grow, we want to work more closely
with promising restaurant partners, help them better
understand their performance and give them practical
tools that can support smarter, more sustainable
growth. Their success ultimately strengthens the wider
food ecosystem in Qatar.”

“Local restaurants are a vital part of Qatar’s economy,
and the right technology can make a real difference
to how far they go,” said Eng. Ahmed Al-Said,
Business Development Director, QSTP. “Through
our collaboration with talabat, we hope to bring
innovation closer to the F&B sector, helping restaurants
find practical ways to work smarter and grow, while
giving startups the chance to test their solutions in
real businesses. This partnership reflects a shared
commitment to strengthening the sector through
technology and innovation.”

talabat grow reflects talabat’s long-term commitment to
Qatar’s restaurant community, with QSTP bringing the
innovation to help it thrive.
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Twenty finalists announced

for Design Do

esign Doha, Qatar’s pre-
Dmier contemporary design

platform, has announced
the 20 finalists of the Design Doha
Prize 2026, recognising outstand-
ing design talent from across the
Middle East, North Africa and
South Asia (MENASA) and its di-
asporas.

Selected from more than 500
applications, five finalists have
been selected in four categories:
Craft, Product Design, Furniture
Design and Emerging Talent. The
four winners will be announced
on Nov 7, 2026 at the Museum of
Islamic Art (MIA), concluding the
Design Doha Biennial’s three-day
opening programme, taking place
from Nov 5-7, 2026. Chaired by
HE Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Ha-
mad bin Khalifa al-Thani, Chair-
person of Qatar Museums, the
Prize is overseen by a 24-member
international jury led by Iranian-
French architect and designer In-
dia Mahdavi.

Thejury also includes renowned
architects Frida Escobedo and
Lina Ghotmeh, among other lead-
ing figures in design and architec-
ture. The full jury list is available
on the Design Doha website.

Returning for its second edi-
tion, the Prize supports designers

at different stages of their careers,
with the four winners will each re-
ceive QR200,000 (approximately
USD50,000), atwo-week mentor-
ship at the Vitra Campus in Weil
am Rhein, Germany, and one year
of studio space at Liwan Design
Studios and Labs in Doha.

Additional support includes re-
tail opportunities through Liberty
London at Liberty Home Msheireb
in Doha and logistical assistance
and business mentorship from
DHL.

Finalists were selected fol-
lowing an open call and a multi-
stage review process and they
will showcase their work to the
jury at MIA on November 6. Their

projects span traditional crafts-
manship, furniture and product
innovation, with several address-
ing contemporary challenges such
as material waste, water scarcity
and sustainable production.
Fahad al-Obaidly, Director of
Design Doha, said: “The Design
Doha Prize exists to back the de-
signers shaping the future of our
region. This year’s finalists show
what that future looks like: prac-
tices rooted in craft and inherited
knowledge, yet bold in how they
rethink materials, tackle waste and
respond to the places they come
from. But recognition is only the
beginning. Through mentorship,
studio space, retail partnerships

ha Prize 2026

and industry expertise, the Prize
gives designers the tools to grow
their practices and take their work
to audiences far beyond Doha.”

India Mahdavi, Head of the Jury,
said: “What makes this Prize par-
ticularly exciting is the breadth of
creative thinking across the re-
gion. The finalists approach de-
sign from different cultural and
material perspectives yet share a
strong understanding of crafts-
manship and experimentation.
‘We are looking for work that com-
bines originality with purpose,
and for designers whose ideas
have the potential to develop fur-
ther and contribute to the future
of design.” (QNA)

KataraInternational Academy to unveil training courses, workshops

atara International Acad-
Kemy is poised to unveil

plenty of training courses
and workshops in November,
spanning media, corporate com-
munications, leadership, intellec-
tual property, innovative skills and
maritime heritage.

The initiative reflects Ka-
tara Cultural Village’s efforts to
broaden its role in education,
training and capacity-building
while showcasing phenomenal
programmes that meet the needs
of individuals and enterprises and
advance professional aptitudes,
career development and knowl-
edge-based skills.

These  forthcoming  pro-
grammes mark a new phase in
the academy’s development and
represent a practical expression
of its vision to establish an inte-
grated educational and training
environment grounded in qual-

ity, diversity and responsiveness
to participants’ actual needs, said
Director General Dr Hassan Ab-
dullah al-Mannai.

Dr al-Mannai added that the
courses demonstrate the diverse
fields in which the academy oper-
ates, combining state-of-the-art
professional skills with cultural
and heritage knowledge, reflecting
the institution’s belief that effec-
tive training extends well beyond
knowledge transfer to encompass
capacity-building, augmenting
human capabilities and applying
internalised skills through practi-
cal exercises.

The programmes, Dr al-Mannai
continued, are designed to offer an
incredibly enriching training expe-
rience that draws participants from
a broad range of community seg-
ments and enables them to benefit
from professional expertise across
multiple fields. They place par-

atar Islamic Bank

(QIB), in collabora-

tion with Qatar Cancer
Soci QCS), hosted a breast
cancer awareness workshop
for its women employees at its
head office as part of its Pink
October initiatives.

The workshop formed part of
the bank’s Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility (CSR) programme,
reflecting its continued com-
mitment to raising health
awareness and promoting the
well-being of its employees and
the wider community.

The workshop focused on
early detection and regular
screening, providing partici-
pants with valuable informa-
tion on breast cancer aware-
ness and preventive health
practices. The session also
reinforced the importance of
proactive health practices and
encouraged employees to pri-
oritise their well-being.

In addition to the workshop,
QIB organised a series of aware-
ness activities throughout
October to engage employees
and reinforce the Pink October
message across the Bank. As
part of these activities, the Bank
also organised a special gather-
ing for its women employees,
fostering engagement and soli-
darity in support of breast can-
cer awareness.

QIB Towers displayed pink
floral arrangements throughout
the month, while the Bank dis-
tributed pink ribbons, bracelets,
and stress balls to employees to
encourage awareness and soli-
darity. QIB also distributed spe-
cially designed pink cups car-
rying a breast cancer awareness
message across QIB offices and

branches, bringing the message

QIB hosts breast cancer
awareness workshop

into employees’ daily routines.

Extending its awareness ef-
forts beyond the workplace,
QIB displayed dedicated aware-
ness visuals, developed in col-
laboration with Qatar Cancer
Society, at selected ATMs in its
ladies’ branches. The Bank also
shared a series of engaging, in-
formative posts across its social
media platforms throughout
October to reach a wider audi-
ence and reinforce the impor-
tance of breast cancer aware-
ness and regular screening.

Mashaal Abdulaziz al-Der-
ham, assistant general manager,
head of Corporate Communi-
cations & Quality Assurance at
QIB, said: “At QIB, we believe
that raising awareness and
encouraging proactive health
practices are important steps
towards building healthier
communities. Our collabora-
tion with Qatar Cancer Soci-
ety in organising this workshop
provided a valuable opportu-
nity to engage directly with our
employees and highlight the
importance of early detection.
Together with our other Pink
October activities, these efforts
reflect our commitment to pro-
moting health awareness and
contributing to the well-being
of our employees, customers,
and the wider community?”

QIB’s Pink October initia-
tives reflect the Bank’s broader
CSR commitment to support-
ing health awareness and com-
munity well-being. Through
ongoing collaborations and
employee engagement ac-
tivities, QIB continues to con-
tribute to national efforts that
promote public health and en-
courage a culture of awareness
and prevention.

ticular emphasis on practical ap-
plication to ensure a substantive
and lasting impact while helping
consolidate a culture of continu-
ous learning and out-of-the-box
thinking, he remarked.

In essence, training programmes
will begin Nov 1 with a course on
corporate communications and
media relations, led by writer Ai-
sha Omar al-Idrissi through Nov 5.
The course will focus on advancing
corporate communications skills
and forging effective relationships
with media outlets.

In leadership and profession-
al development, the academy
will offer a course on leadership
and cross-cultural excellence
from Nov 8-11, led by Dr Has-
san al-Mannai. The course aims
to strengthen leadership skills,
deepen participants’ understand-
ing of cultural diversity and sig-
nificantly enhance their ability to

Qatar participatesin
IOPCFunds meetings

epresented by the Ministry of Environ-
Rment and Climate Change (MoECC), the
State of Qatar participated in the meet-
ings of the International Oil Pollution Com-
pensation Funds (IOPC Funds) assembly, held

in London, the United Kingdom.

The meetings addressed developments re-
garding oil pollution incidents, the internation-
ally established mechanisms for compensating
the resulting damages, and ways to enhance
the effectiveness of compensation systems and
manage the environmental and economic im-

pacts of such incidents.

On the sidelines of the meetings, representa-
tives from the MoECC held several discussions

communicate and work effectively
in multicultural environments.

The programmes will also in-
clude a falconry course for young
participants, led by Mohammed
Saeed al-Kubaisi from Nov 1-4, as
well as a course on the Qatari Ar-
dah, led by Waleed Issa al-Man-
nai from Nov 8-12. The academy
will announce additional courses
soon.

To enhance the quality of its
programmes, the academy largely
follows a training approach that
identifies the skills to be de-
veloped alongside the intended
learning outcomes.

The academy invited those in-
terested in participating to review
the course schedule and registra-
tion procedures on its website, kia.
katara.net, and select programmes
that align with their professional
and educational needs and inter-
ests. (QNA)

Doha Design District

welcomes

the public

to ‘Designed to Last’

oha Design District, pow-
D ered by Msheireb Proper-

ties, has opened ‘Designed
to Last) a fashion exhibition by
award-winning Moroccan de-
signer Artsi Ifrah, founder and
Creative Director of Marrakech-
based Maison ARTC. The exhibi-
tion opened on October 27 with a
gala evening and a special talk by
Ifrah, bringing together members
of Doha’s creative community,
designers, fashion enthusiasts
and invited guests.

Open to the public until No-
vember 5, the exhibition is hosted
in the main atrium of Doha De-
sign District at Msheireb Down-
town Doha. It invites visitors to
look beyond seasonal trends and
explore what gives fashion last-
ing value, from the craftsmanship
behind each piece to the cultural
references, memories and per-
sonal stories it carries.

The exhibition presents thir-
teen one-of-a-kind looks Ifrah
created and styled, alongside his
photographic works. Drawing on
Moroccan heritage, traditional
craftsmanship and personal ex-
perience, his artistic practice
reinterprets cultural influences
through a contemporary lens,
reflecting his guiding philoso-
phy: We Move Culture. We Are
Culture.

“Designed to Last invites us
to consider what makes some-
thing worth keeping and how
fashion can preserve stories, ex-
press identity and connect us to
our cultural heritage,” said Dana
Kazic, director of Doha Design
District.

Ifrah’s work has earned inter-
national recognition, including
the Fashion Trust Arabia Award
in 2022, and has been exhibited
at prominent venues such as the
Victoria and Albert Museum in

London and 10 Corso Como in
Milan.

Designed to Last offers a pub-
lic programme of talks and live
activities that explore fashion as
aform of cultural expression and
creative practice.

Doha Design District’s De-
signed to Last exhibition con-
tinues until November 5, with a
programme of talks, workshops
and demonstrations exploring
fashion, craftsmanship and cul-
tural identity.

“The Stories We Wear” on
October 28, from 4pm to 5pm
at Sada, brings together Moroc-
can designer Artsi Ifrah, Lusail
Museum senior curator Dr Tara
Desjardins and Hazati founder
Innas Soufan to discuss how
clothing carries memories and
expresses identity.

“The Cutting Studio: Cultural
Embroidery” runs October 28-
29, from 3pm to 8pm in the main
atrium. Visitors can contribute
words or symbols to a collabo-
rative artwork stitched by two
embroiderers, reflecting diverse
cultural perspectives.

Fashion designer Nuha Errayes
will lead live draping demonstra-
tions on October 31 and Novem-
ber 1, from S5pm to 6pm at Sada,
showcasing garment construc-
tion techniques. Each session is
limited to 10 participants and re-
quires advance registration.

On November 3, “A Designer’s
Perspective” runs from 4pm to
Spm at Sada and features Qatari
designers Abdulrahman al-Ha-
mad, Saadia Khabab, and Samah
Sulyman discussing craftsman-
ship, heritage, and creating de-
signs that endure beyond trends.

The exhibition is open to the
public at Doha Design District,
Msheireb Downtown Doha. Reg-
istration is encouraged for talks.

with relevant international entities, during
which they exchanged expertise and experi-
ences regarding environmental emergency re-
sponse, and explored ways to strengthen co-
operation and co-ordination to address oil
pollution incidents and mitigate their impacts.

The State of Qatar’s participation comes as

part of its efforts to strengthen international
co-operation and leverage global expertise
and practices in managing oil pollution inci-
dents, thereby supporting the development
of national capabilities and enhancing the ef-
ficiency of responses to environmental emer-
gencies. (QNA)

RACA, Tajikistan minister discuss strengthening co-operation

cting Director General of
Athe Regulatory Author-

ity for Charitable Activi-
ties (RACA), Saud Mohammed
al-Adba, met with the Minis-
ter of Economic Development
and Trade of the Republic of
Tajikistan, Abdurahmon Abdu-
rahmonzoda, and his accompa-
nying delegation.

During the meeting, both
sides reviewed areas of co-op-
eration between the two coun-
tries and discussed ways to fur-
ther strengthen collaboration in
fields of mutual interest, par-

ticularly in the charitable and
humanitarian sectors

SHATIU delegation concludes
Brazil tour ahead 0f 2027 edition

delegation from the Sheikh
AHamad Award for Trans-

lation and International
Understanding (SHATIU)  has
concluded its introductory tour of
Brazil with a visit to Rio de Janei-
ro, promoting the award among
Portuguese-speaking translators
and publishers ahead of its 2027
edition.

The delegation met Laura Di Pi-
etro, founder and editorial direc-
tor of Brazilian publishing house
Tabla, which specialises in Arabic
literature, to discuss opportuni-
ties for co-operation and encour-
age translators working with the

publisher to enter the award.

It also visited the National Li-
brary of Brazil, where discussions
with library president Marco Luc-
chesi focused on translation as a
bridge between Arab and Brazilian
cultures and the role of libraries in
preserving shared cultural herit-
age.

Two seminars explored the
challenges of translating Arabic
literature and the role of special-
ised awards in supporting trans-
lators. The delegation also visited
the Royal Portuguese Cabinet of
Reading, home to an extensive col-
lection of Portuguese literature.

The delegation was also
briefed on RACA’s role in regu-

The tour highlighted the his-
torical links between Arabic and

Portuguese, including transla-
tions of the Qur’an and Ibn Khal-

lating and overseeing the chari-
table and humanitarian sector
in the State of Qatar, as well as
its efforts to enhance regulatory
and supervisory frameworks and
promote the principles of gov-
ernance and transparency, con-
tributing to the sector’s efficien-
cy and long-term sustainability.

The two sides exchanged views
on opportunities to benefit from
shared expertise and experiences
and explored prospects for fur-
ther developing institutional co-
operation in support of common
objectives. (QNA)

dun’s Muqgaddimah, underscoring
the award’s efforts to strengthen
cultural exchange through trans-
lation. (QNA)
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Qatar participates in CBD COP17
High-Level Segment on biodiversity

atar participated in the

High-Level Segment of

the 17th meeting of the
Con ce of the Parties to the
Convention on Biological Diver-
sity (CBD COP17), held in Yerevan,
Armenia, on October 27-28.

The segment was held as part of
the 2026 UN Biodiversity Confer-
ence, hosted by Armenia from Oc-
tober 19-30.

Qatar was represented at the
meeting by HE the Minister of En-
vironment and Climate Change Dr
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz bin Turki
al-Subaie.

In his address, HE Dr al-Subaie
said biodiversity conservation
and the protection of terrestrial
and marine ecosystems are key

national priorities, in line with
Qatar National Vision 2030 and
the Third National Development
Strategy 2024-2030.

He noted that terrestrial pro-
tected areas cover around 27%
of Qatar’s land area. By 2030, the
country aims to protect 30% of its
terrestrial and marine areas and
restore 30% of natural habitats.

HE the Minister underscored
the significance of the current
conference, which marks the
first global review of collective
progress in implementing the
Kunming-Montreal Global Bio-
diversity Framework (GBF). Qatar
hopes the discussions will yield
concrete measures to acceler-
ate the fulfilment of international

commitments and deliver meas-
urable national results, he said.

He added that Qatar had aligned
its national priorities with the
framework’s goals and targets,
integrated biodiversity objectives
into its development plans, and
translated its international com-
mitments into specific national
programmes subject to monitor-
ing and evaluation.

Qatar had also recently updated
its national biodiversity targets
and prepared the general frame-
work for its National Biodiversity
Strategy, he said. Work is under-
way to finalise the strategy and
its accompanying national action
plan, which will define national
priorities, establish implementa-

talabat launches ‘talabat grow’
in collaboration with QSTP

Shaima Sheriff
Staff Reporter

than 180 local restaurants

in Qatar over the next 12
months through a new initiative
offering subsidised commis-
sions, business training and per-
sonalised guidance to help small
businesses grow sustainably.

Launched in collaboration with
Qatar Science & Technology Park
(QSTP), talabat grow seeks to help
homegrown restaurants navigate
rising costs, competition and
operational challenges while ex-
panding their customer base.

Moaiad Aqel, managing di-
rector of talabat Qatar, said the
initiative was designed to give
restaurant partners practical sup-
port beyond food delivery, com-
bining immediate financial relief
with guidance to strengthen their
businesses over the long term.

“We launched talabat grow
because we believe supporting
local restaurants goes beyond
helping them deliver food,” Agel
told Gulf Times.

“Small businesses are facing
growing costs and competition,
and we want to help them navi-
gate these challenges. Through
talabat grow, we’re turning our
platform’s reach and expertise

talabat aims to onboard more

Moaiad Aqgel

into practical support that helps
homegrown restaurants build
for the future,” he said.

The initiative will offer par-
ticipating restaurants subsi-
dised commissions, a two-week
training programme and ongo-
ing one-to-one guidance from
talabat’s team.

According to Agel, the com-
bination is intended to help
businesses improve their finan-
cial position while developing
the skills needed to manage op-
erations more efficiently and at-
tract new customers.

“We're combining immedi-
ate financial relief with long-term
business support,” he said, ex-
plaining that restaurants would
benefit from lower commission
costs while learning ways to im-
prove their business performance.

The training and individual

guidance are expected to help
participating restaurants ad-
dress operational challenges and
make better use of the opportu-
nities available through the de-
livery platform.

For small restaurant owners,
managing expenses while main-
taining service quality and at-
tracting customers can be chal-
lenging. The initiative seeks to
address these pressures by pairing
financial support with practical
business guidance rather than fo-
cusing solely on increasing orders.

Aqel said talabat’s broader
priority in Qatar remained cre-
ating greater value for custom-
ers and restaurant partners,
with continued investment in
delivery services and initiatives
designed to support businesses.

“Qur priority is to keep creat-
ing more value for our custom-
ers and restaurant partners here
in Qatar,” he said.

“That means strengthening
our delivery services while in-
vesting in initiatives like talabat
grow and talabat Kitchen,” he
added.

Onboarding more than 180 lo-
cal restaurants over the next 12
months is a key milestone for the
programme, with the company
aiming to help participating busi-
nesses expand their reach and de-
velop their operations.

UDST announces CoEAII board members

The University of Doha for
Science and Technology (UDST)
announced the formation of the
Advisory Board of its Center of
Excellence - Artificial Intelligence
and Innovation (CoEAII), bringing
together professionals with
expertise across cybersecurity,
investment and government
section to support the Center’s
strategic direction and growth.
The formation of the Advisory
Board strengthens CoEAIl's
connection with industry and
national sectors, ensuring its
initiatives respond to emerging
opportunities and align with Qatar
National Vision 2030 priorities in Al.
President of UDST, Dr Salem Al-
Naemi said: “The formation of the
Advisory Board is an important step
in advancing the Center’s mission
and strengthening its connection

with Qatar’s evolving digital
landscape. Our Board members
bring valuable expertise and
perspectives that will help shape
the Center’s priorities and create
meaningful opportunities for our
students, researchers and partners.”
The Advisory Board includes Director
of Policies Affairs at the National
Cyber Security Agency (NCSA),
Engineer Dana Yousef al-Abdulla,
who said: “The establishment of the
Center is an important step toward
strengthening the integration
between academic knowledge and
the needs of society and industry.

It highlights the importance of
building an environment that
supports responsible innovation
and links research and development
to practical applications, while
reinforcing the principles of trust,
governance, security and ethics.”

The Advisory Board also
includes Director of Government
Development Affairs Youssef
Jaber al-Jaber, representing the
Civil Service and Government
Development Bureau (CGB), who
said, “Our support for this Center
stems from our belief in the
importance of aligning innovation
and artificial intelligence with
government development
priorities and the objectives of
Qatar National Vision 2030.

“We hope the centre will help
institutions strengthen their
readiness to keep pace with
technological advancements

and explore new opportunities

to apply artificial intelligence in
ways that enhance government
performance and contribute to
Qatar’s development journey,” he
added. (QNA)

tion programmes and set measur-
able indicators to track progress.

Dr al-Subaie outlined the Min-
istry of Environment and Climate
Change’s efforts, in co-operation
with national entities, research
institutions, universities and the
private sector, to conserve ecosys-
tems and protect wildlife. These
initiatives include monitoring
whale sharks, protecting dugongs,
and safeguarding and rehabilitat -
ing meadows and other natural
sites.

He said these efforts covered
76 meadows and natural sites be-
tween 2019 and 2026, noting that
Qatar aims to protect and rehabili-
tate 500 sites by 2030.

At the international level, the
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minister called for increased
funding for biodiversity conser-
vation, stronger support for ca-
pacity-building and the transfer
of appropriate technologies, and
greater consideration of the spe-
cific needs of developing coun-
tries, particularly those with arid
and hyper-arid climates.

He also called for closer inter-
national co-operation in sharing
scientific and technical data and
expertise, as well as for biodiver-
sity considerations to be inte-

grated into development policies
and plans. He stressed that con-
certed global action is essential to
achieving the targets set out in the
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodi-
versity Framework.

HE Dr al-Subaie reaffirmed Qa-
tar’s commitment to strengthening
national biodiversity conservation
efforts, supporting international
action to accelerate implementa-
tion of the global framework, and
preserving natural resources for
future generations. (QNA)

Qatar joins GCCtalks to expand media co-operation

he State of Qatar has taken

I part in the 29th meeting of

the GCC Ministers of Infor-

mation to discuss ways to expand

media co-operation among the
bloc’s member states.

The meeting was held yester-
day in the Kingdom of Bahrain and
brought together the GCC Minis-
ters of Information and GCC Sec-
retary-General Jasem Mohamed
Albudaiwi.

HE Qatar Media Corporation
Chairman Sheikh Hamad bin
Thamer al-Thani led Qatar’s del-
egation to the gathering.

The meeting focused on ini-
tiatives under the Joint GCC Me-
dia Co-operation Strategic Plan
2023-2030, covering international
media, digital media, news agen-
cies, radio and television. Discus-

sions also included developing
unified guidelines and standards
for Gulf media content and organ-
ising a joint media forum with the
Arab Republic of Egypt.
Discussions also considered
Qatar Media Corporation’s pro-
posal to organise training pro-
grammes and media workshops
for university students across

GCC countries as part of Doha
Arab Media Capital 2027.

Participants further approved
the 2027 budgets of the Joint Pro-
gram Production Institution and
the Gulf Radio and Television
Corporation, while reviewing oth-
er proposals aimed at strengthen-
ing media co-operation among
GCC member states. (QNA)

QC lays foundation for rehabilitation,
training village in Mauritania

atar Charity (QC), in col-

laboration with Mauri-

tania’s Ministry of Social
ActiOf;” Childhood and Family,
held a groundbreaking ceremony
for the rehabilitation and train-
ing village for children with dis-
abilities in the Dar Naim district
of Nouakchott, in a step toward
strengthening social protection
and upholding the rights of per-
sons with disabilities.

In a statement yesterday, QC
said the project aims to provide
an integrated educational and
rehabilitation environment that
ensures care for children with dis-
abilities, develops their abilities,
and equips them with the skills
required for their active and direct
inclusion in community life.

The ceremony was attended by
Secretary-General of the Ministry of
Social Action, Childhood and Family
in Mauritania, Hamoudi Cheikhna
Ali; the ambassador of the State of
Qatar to Mauritania, Shaheen bin Ali
al-Kaabi; Director of Development
Operations at QC, Ibrahim Abdul-
rahman al-Janahi; and Director of
the Charity’s office in Mauritania,
Engineer Omer Abdelaziz.

Al-Janahi said QC believes that
investing in people is the most
valuable and sustainable form of
investment, noting its commit-
ment to implementing initiatives

that help improve the quality of
life for the most vulnerable groups
and support the efforts of govern-
ments and national institutions to
achieve comprehensive and sus-
tainable development.

The project is an outgrowth of a
partnership and co-operation be-
tween QC and Mauritania’s Minis-
try of Social Action, Childhood and
Family, al-Janahihighlighted, adding
that it reflects a shared vision aimed
at providing top-flight services for
persons with disabilities, strength-
ening their rights, and empowering
them to integrate into society.

Omer Abdelaziz, for his part, said
the village represents an integrated
development facility that will en-
able persons with disabilities and

their families to benefit from reha-
bilitation, education, training, and
care services in an ideal environ-
ment that develops their abilities
and strengthens their inclusion and
engagement in society.

Hehoped that the project would
serve as a model for care, rehabili-
tation, and community inclusion
and leave an enduring positive im-
pact on the lives of children with
disabilities.

Al-Kaabi said the project un-
derscores the strength of the
brotherly relations between the
two countries and their commit-
ment to promoting solidarity and
supporting people, particularly
groups that need greater care, sup-
port, and empowerment.(QNA)

-

nited Development Com-

l | pany (UDC) will partici-

pate in the 11th edition of

Qatar Sustainability Week (QSW)

2026, bringing together six envi-

ronmental, educational and com-

munity-focused initiatives across

its destinations from October 31 to
November 7.

Organised in support of Qa-
tar Sustainability Week, led by
Earthna Centre for a Sustainable
Future, the programme reflects
UDC’s continued commitment
to making sustainability part of
everyday community life. Across
The Pearl and Gewan Islands, the
activities will bring residents,
employees, families and partners
together through practical initia-
tives that promote environmental
awareness, community partici-
pation and social responsibility,
in line with the objectives of Qa-
tar National Vision 2030 and the
United Nations Sustainable De-
velopment Goals.

Abdullatif Ali al-Yafei, execu-
tive director of Public Services at
UDC, said: “This year, our pro-
gramme brings together envi-
ronmental action, learning and
community participation across

Qhe Pearl and Gewan Islands,

because lasting impact is created
when people feel part of it. From
mangrove restoration and envi-
ronmental awareness to commu-
nity activities and initiatives that
engage younger generations, we
want to make sustainability prac-
tical, accessible and meaningful
for the communities we serve.”
The programme will begin with
the SDG Ambassadors - Sustain-
able Race on October 31 at Beach
Centrale around Duck Lake, bring-
ing together community partici-
pants for a sustainability-focused
run. The same day will also mark
the opening of the SDG Ambas-
sadors Art Exhibition at Qanat
Quartier, featuring 50 paintings,
recycled artworks and environ-
mental sculptures. The exhibition

will showcase children’s perspec-
tives on a more sustainable future,
while exploring the relationship
between people, the environment
and Qatar’s maritime heritage. It
will remain open throughout Qatar
Sustainability Week.
Environmental awareness will
remain a central theme throughout
the week. At Gewan Island, Plot 5,
visitors can engage with Mangrove
Restoration Project information
sessions, supported by educational
content, videos, and interactive
resources focused on Qatar’s man-
grove ecosystems. The programme
will include “Qatar’s Mangroves — A
Journey Through Nature’s Coastal
Guardians’) alongside bilingual ed-
ucational material and games devel -
oped in collaboration with Earthna.

UDC to mark QSW 2026 with six community-focused initiatives across The Pearl and Gewan Islands

UDC will also bring the man-
grove restoration message into its
workplace through a dedicated
activation at its offices on No-
vember 5. Employees will have
the opportunity to participate in a
temporary mangrove nursery fea-
turing 100 plants, including seed-
ling adoption and tagging ahead
of their eventual planting at the Al
Ruwais receiving site.

The programme will also extend
sustainability into community
giving and family engagement.
A “Feed a Friend” charity book
drive will run throughout the
week at Gewan Island, Plot 4, en-
couraging the community to do-
nate pre-loved books in support
of children’s education, while
a Community Garden Activa-

tion at Duck Lake on November
7 will bring families together for
planting activities, alongside face
painting and children’s art activi-
ties, creating an interactive setting
for younger members of the com-
munity to connect with nature.
Throughout the week, UDC will
also continue its community en-
gagement programme across its
social media platforms, extending
the initiative’s reach and encourag-
ing wider participation in activities
across The Pearl and GewanIslands.
Through this year’s programme,
UDC aims to build on its ongoing
sustainability efforts by creating
opportunities for people to learn,
participate and take action in ways
that are relevant to everyday life.
From protecting mangrove ecosys-

~

tems and encouraging responsible
consumption to connecting fami-
lies and young people with nature
and community initiatives, the pro-
gramme reflects UDC’s belief that
sustainable ecosystems depend on
communities actively engaging with
and caring for their surroundings.

The plastic recycling initiative
currently underway on The Pearl
Island, which aims to collect plastic
from residents of both islands, has
achieved strong results, collecting
200 kilograms of recyclable plastic
so far. This step reinforces the con-
cept of a circular economy within
both islands’ communities and
supports national efforts to reduce
plastic pollution.

In line with its commitment to
environmental sustainability and
the Qatar National Vision 2030,
UDC announced a breakthrough
new initiative as part of Qatar
Sustainability Week 2026. The
initiative introduces an innova-
tive Smart Biodigester system on
The Pearl Island. The project aims
to process and manage food waste
using advanced scientific meth-
ods, converting it into high-qual-
ity organic fertiliser for landscap-
ing, afforestation, and green space
projects across the island. /
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Evidence of spina bifida in
ancient Qatar under lens

Museums (QM) are leading

a multidisciplinary research
project that combines archaeol-
ogy, advanced medical imaging,
and molecular research to study
the lives and health of Qatar’s
prehistoric  populations. The
project has identified skeletal re-
mains showing evidence of spina
bifida, a congenital condition that
affects spinal development.

In collaboration with inter-
national research institutions,
archaeologists excavated Umm
Al Maa and Al Kharsaah in Qa-
tar, uncovering skeletal remains
that help researchers study the
biological characteristics, health
conditions, and lifestyles of an-
cient populations.

The research highlights a con-
nection between Qatar’s archae-
ological heritage and modern
medicine. The collaborative effort
offers an opportunity to examine
spina bifida in bones from thou-
sands of years ago.

As part of the investigation, re-
searchers brought archaeological
skeletal remains to Sidra Medi-
cine’s Radiology Department for
advanced computed tomography
(CT) scanning, three-dimension-
al (3D) reconstruction, and 3D
printing.

These technologies allow re-
searchers to examine the inter-
nal structures of fragile skeletal
specimens in exceptional detail
without damaging or altering the
original remains. The resulting
digital reconstructions provide
valuable insights into anatomi-
cal characteristics and enable
researchers to investigate abnor-
malities in greater detail.

Sidra Medicine and Qatar

The sacral bones, located at the
base of the spine, are often better
preserved in archaeological spec-
imens because they resist degra-
dation over time. The researchers
identified evidence of spina bifida
through the initial examination of
the remains, while advanced CT
imaging enabled a more detailed
assessment of the condition’s
anatomical characteristics and
helped define the specific variant.

Dr Sara Tomei, principal in-
vestigator of the research project
at Sidra Medicine, said: “This
project demonstrates the remark-
able possibilities that emerge
when different scientific disci-
plines come together. By com-
bining archaeology, advanced
medical imaging, and molecular
research, we have an opportunity
to uncover new insights.”

Using advanced image process-
ing techniques, Sidra Medicine’s
Radiology Department trans-

formed the CT scans into de-
tailed 3D models that researchers
can rotate, enlarge, and meas-
ure digitally. The team also pro-
duced 3D-printed replicas that
researchers can handle and share
for research and education, while
the original specimens remain
safely preserved.

Sidra Medicine’s imaging serv-
ices also extend to non-human
archaeological specimens, sup-
porting the project’s broader in-
vestigation of biological remains
and ancient environments.

The discovery of ancient skel-
etal remains showing character-
istics associated with spina bifida
adds another dimension to this
research. By studying the condi-
tion’s historical presence in Qatar,
researchers hope to better under-
stand how often it occurs across
different populations and time
periods.

Dr Santiago Vallasciani, divi-

QCS, AZF partner for Relay for Life 26

atar Cancer Society (QCS)

and Aspire Zone Founda-

tion (AZF) have signed
a c eration agreement to
support and organise the third
edition of Relay for Life - Qa-
tar 2026, taking place tomorrow
(Friday) at Aspire Olympic Hall.

The agreement builds on the
two organisations’ longstanding
collaboration and underscores
their commitment to combining
resources and expertise to deliver
meaningful humanitarian and
community initiatives.

These efforts aim to promote
public health and well-being, im-
prove quality of life, and create a
supportive environment for peo-
ple living with cancer and cancer
survivors, reflecting the values of
compassion and solidarity deeply
rooted in Qatari society.

Under the agreement, both
parties will collaborate on the
event’s organisational and logis-
tical aspects, coordinating their
efforts to ensure an inclusive,
engaging experience for partici-
pants from all segments of soci-
ety while maximising the event’s
humanitarian and awareness-
raising impact.

Sheikh Dr Khalid bin Jabor al-
Thani, chairman of Qatar Can-
cer Society, emphasised that the
collaboration with Aspire Zone
Foundation represents a strong
example of institutional part-
nerships that translate social
responsibility into meaningful
humanitarian initiatives with a
lasting impact.

“The signing of this agreement
reflects our belief in the impor-
tance of collaboration among
national institutions in serving
the community. It also reinforces
the understanding that address-
ing cancer goes beyond medical
treatment and healthcare to en-

-
-

compass psychological and com-
munity support for people living
with cancer and their families,
ensuring they never feel alone
throughout their journey,” Sheikh
Dr Khalid said.

He added: “Relay for Life
carries a powerful humanitar-
ian message that extends beyond
cancer awareness. It embodies
the values of hope, solidarity, and
the celebration of life. We deeply
appreciate Aspire Zone Founda-
tion’s collaboration and its valu-
able contribution to this initia-
tive, which will enable us to reach
a wider audience and further
strengthen community engage-
ment in supporting people living
with cancer and survivors.”

Abdulla Nasser al-Naemi, act-
ing chief executive officer of As-
pire Zone Foundation, said: “Our
partnership with the Qatar Can-
cer Society reflects Aspire Zone
Foundation’s commitment to its
community role and its continued
support for national initiatives
that promote health awareness

and reinforce the importance of
early detection and prevention.”

“In line with our social re-
sponsibility, we are committed
to leveraging the Foundation’s
facilities and capabilities to sup-
port initiatives that create a posi-
tive and lasting impact, enhance
quality of life, and promote a cul-
ture of social responsibility;” he
added.

The third edition of Relay for
Life - Qatar 2026 is expected to
bring together approximately
3,000 participants, including
people living with cancer, survi-
vors, their families, representa-
tives of companies and institu-
tions, and members of the wider
community.

The event will feature a sym-
bolic community walk, interac-
tive activities, and family-friend-
ly entertainment, alongside
special moments celebrating
stories of hope and recovery and
honouring the memory of those
who have lost their lives to can-
cer.

sion chief of Urology at Sidra
Medicine and a multidisciplinary
spina bifida Clinic member, said:
“Understanding the history of
spina bifida in Qatar adds an im-
portant perspective to the work
we do with children and families
today. Discovering evidence of
this condition in ancient popula-
tions reinforces the value of stud-
ying its biological characteristics,
potential risk factors, and occur-
rence across generations.”

According to the research team,
the proportion of skeletal remains
showing evidence of spina bifida
at the examined archaeological
sites in Qatar appears higher than
in certain European archaeologi-
cal studies. While these obser-
vations highlight the potential
significance of the findings, fur-
ther analysis is required to un-
derstand the differences between
the populations studied and the
factors that may have contributed
to them.

Beyond spina bifida, the wider
research project seeks to un-
derstand the origins, migration
patterns, dietary habits, and en-
vironmental adaptations of pop-
ulations that inhabited Qatar in
prehistoric times.

Dr Ferhan Sakal, Head of Ex-
cavation and Site Management at
Qatar Museums, said: “As archae-
ologists, we are not only studying
bones or artefacts, we are trying to
understand the lives of real peo-
ple. The individuals represented
by these remains were not simply
archaeological specimens, but
members of families and commu-
nities who lived, travelled, adapt-
ed, and faced many of the same
challenges we encounter today”

Spreading the word by
opening ‘window of hope’

By Shaima Sheriff
Staff Reporter

reast cancer awareness must
Bextend beyond early detec-

tion to include emotional
support and community solidar-
ity, Hour and Hour programme
CEO Tamani al-Yafai said at the
fifth Bridges of Hope event held in
Doha this October.

The event, organised in col-
laboration with the Qatar Cancer
Society (QCS), was held under the
patronage of Sheikh Dr Khalid bin
Jaber al-Thani, chairman of the
QCS Board of Directors, as part of
Pink October activities. Themed
‘A Window of Hope) Bridges of
Hope sought to raise awareness of
breast cancer while highlighting
the emotional and social challeng-
es faced by patients, survivors and
their families.

Al-Yafai said about the ini-
tiative: “The event aims to raise
awareness of the importance of
early detection of breast cancer,
correct misconceptions about
breast cancer, highlight the im-
portance of psychological and so-
cial support for patients, survivors
and their families, and establish a
culture of hope and community
solidarity,” she said.

Beyond awareness discussions,
the programme brought together
health, education and culture
through activities designed to en-
courage community participation
and cultural exchange.

Specialists led awareness ses-
sions, while artistic, musical, and
heritage performances celebrat-
ed Qatari and Japanese cultures.
Several schools also participated,
with students presenting per-
formances that showcased their
creativity and promoted commu-
nication, tolerance, and inter-

Tamni al-Yafai

generational cultural exchange.

A Qatari-Japanese cultural ex-
hibition further highlighted the
connection between the two cul-
tures, featuring visual arts, Arabic
and Japanese calligraphy, tradi-
tional clothing, handicrafts and
interactive workshops.

The combination of public-
health awareness and cultural ac-
tivities gave the event a broader
community focus, bringing to-
gether different generations and
encouraging conversations about
a disease that affects patients and
their families in different ways.

Al-Yafai said the participation
of government and private-sector
organisations reflected the impor-
tance of coordinated efforts across
health, education, culture and the
wider community to raise aware-
ness and create a lasting positive
impact.

She also thanked Sheikh Dr
Khalid bin Jaber al-Thani for his
patronage, the Qatar Cancer Soci-
ety for its collaboration, and Rixos
Hotel for hosting the event, along
with the participating organisa-
tions, partners, and supporters.

The event’s message was cap-
tured in its theme, ‘A Window of
Hope, which Al-Yafai described
as a meeting point for cultures and
generations. “Two cultures meet,
generations create, hearts unite,
and a message of hope transcends
borders,” she said.

RSV posing greater risk of hospitalisation
for children than flu or Covid-19: Study

esearchers at Weill Cornell

Medicine-Qatar (WCM-Q)
and Sidra Medicine, in col-
laboration with the Ministry of
Public Health and Hamad Medical
Corporation, have found that res-
piratory syncytial virus (RSV) was
associated with substantially more
severe illness than influenza or
Covid-19 among children in Qatar.
Published in The Lancet Re-
gional Health - Eastern Mediter-
ranean, the study analysed a large,
systematically collected dataset
of 4,360 respiratory illness epi-
sodes among 3,932 children under
18 who attended Sidra Medicine’s
emergency department between
January 2022 and December 2025.

The study is the first from the
Eastern Mediterranean Region
to directly compare the severity
of RSV, influenza, and Covid-19
across the full paediatric age spec-
trum, from infancy through ado-
lescence.

By examining all three viruses
over four years of concurrent cir-
culation within a single national
paediatric referral setting, the
study addresses important limita-
tions of previous research world-
wide, which has often been re-
stricted to comparisons between
two viruses, specific age groups, or
different periods of viral circula-
tion.

The study found that RSV was
associated with substantially more
severe illness than either influenza
or Covid-19, while the latter two
infections showed broadly similar
severity.

Influenza accounted for 65% of
the illness episodes studied, fol-
lowed by Covid-19 at 22% and RSV
at just 13%. Despite its smaller
share of illnesses, hospital admis-
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Authors of the study, Dr Andres Perez-Lopez of Sidra Medicine and Dr
Hiam Chemaitelly of WCM-Q.

sion was approximately four times
as common with RSV as with ei-
ther of the other infections, and
intensive care admission was more
than three times as common.

Dr Andres Perez-Lopez, chief of
the Microbiology Division at Sidra
Medicine, who co-led the study
and oversaw its microbiologi-
cal and clinical components, said:
“One of the most striking findings
was how strongly a child’s under-
lying health influenced the sever-
ity of respiratory infections. Chil-
dren with pre-existing medical
conditions had nearly seven times
greater chances of hospitalisation
and twelve times greater chances
of requiring intensive care com-

pared with children without these
conditions.”

Dr Hiam Chemaitelly, assistant
professor of Research in Popula-
tion Health Sciences at WCM-Q,
who designed and co-led the study
and oversaw its epidemiological
component, said: “It was strik-
ing to see how frequently RSV led
to hospitalisation and how much
could be gained through preven-
tion. Fortunately, effective inter-
ventions are now available, in-
cluding RSV vaccination during
pregnancy to protect newborns
and long-acting monoclonal an-
tibodies that protect infants dur-
ing their most vulnerable early
months.”

Al Wakra Hospital, Heart Hospital receive global recognition for person-centred care

amad Medical Corpora-
Htion (HMC) has achieved

two significant milestones,
with Al Wakra Hospital receiving
Gold Certification and Heart Hos-
pital receiving Silver Certification
for Excellence in Person-Centred
Care from Planetree International
at the Planetree Person-Centred
Care (PCC) Global Forum 2026,
held in Boston, Massachusetts,
from October 11 to 13.

The recognition reflects both
hospitals’ efforts to implement and
embed person-centred care prin-
ciples into everyday practice, en-
suring that patient needs, prefer-
ences, and values are respected and
that patients and their families are
involved in decisions about their
care. It also highlights HMC’s con-
tinued commitment to improving
service quality, strengthening staff

engagement, and developing prac-

tices that respond to the needs of

patients and their families.
At the forum, Planetree Inter-

national also honoured Nasser

al-Naimi, chief of Patient Experi-
ence at HMC and director of Ha-
mad Healthcare Quality Institute,
with the Outstanding Partnership
Award. The award recognised his
leadership over the past decade
in advancing person-centred care
and strengthening patient and
family engagement in healthcare in
Qatar and internationally.

Dr Khalid al-Jalham, chief med-
ical officer at HMC, emphasised
that person-centred care is a key
pillar in achieving Qatar’s vision
of delivering world-class health-
care that focuses on patient needs
and expectations. He added that
the partnership with Planetree In-

ternational supports a culture of
compassionate, person-centred
care built on empathy, respect,

and effective communication with
patients, positively impacting the
quality of healthcare and the expe-

rience of patients and their fami-
lies.

Al-Naimi said: “The -certifi-
cation of both hospitals reflects
HMC’s commitment to strength-
ening a culture of person-centred
care and placing patients, families,
and healthcare staff at the heart of
the care system. Our longstanding
partnership with Planetree Inter-
national has enabled us to benefit
from international best practices
and supported our ongoing efforts
to improve the patient experience.”

Dr Omar al-Qahtani, chief ex-
ecutive officer and medical direc-
tor of Al Wakra Hospital, said:
“Receiving Gold Certification rec-
ognises the efforts of our hospital
teams to embed person-centred
care principles into everyday prac-
tice, with a focus on understand-
ing patient needs and preferences,

as well as strengthening their in-
volvement throughout their care
journey. We remain committed to
developing our services to enhance
the quality of care and improve the
patient experience.”

Dr Nidal Assad, chief execu-
tive officer and medical director
of Heart Hospital, added: “We
continue to strengthen commu-
nication with patients and involve
them in decisions about their care,
ensuring that compassion and re-
spect for patient needs remain
integral to our specialised cardiac
services.

The hospital’s Silver Certifica-
tion reflects the team’s commit-
ment to continuously improv-
ing the patient experience and
embedding person-centred care
throughout every stage of service
delivery”
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US gets more countries to oppose UN resolution condemning its Cuba embargo

Reuters
UN

he UN General Assembly
Toverwhelmjngly urged an
end to the decades-long US
economic embargo on Cuba yes-
terday, but a US lobbying push led
several countries to oppose the
resolution or abstain for the first
time in years.
The results showed 130 na-
tions in favour of the resolution,
25 abstaining and 17 countries,

including the US and Israel, vot-
ing against. That compared with a
tally of 165-7, with 12 abstentions,
last year. Several Western coun-
tries, including Germany and Italy,
abstained for the first time in many
years.

The UN vote carries political
weight, but only the US Congress
can lift the Cold War-era embargo.
The 193-member UN General As-
sembly has adopted the resolu-
tion annually for more than three
decades — except for 2020 during
the COVID pandemic. “I’m satis-

Smoke rises after a missile targeted Yemen’s Aden airport. (AFP)

Houthis strike Aden
airport after warning

Reuters
Aden/Dubai

emen’s Houthis attacked

i Aden airport yesterday,

Yemeni government forc-

es said, after the Iran-aligned

group warned people to evacuate

the facility as fighting escalated

in the impoverished country

caught in the wider Middle East
conflict.

Residents in the southern
port city, where the internation-
ally recognised, Saudi-backed
government is based, said they
heard an explosion near the air-
port, a humanitarian lifeline and
the main gateway to southern
Yemen. The Yemeni forces said
the attack on the airport caused
injuries among civilians and ma-
terial damage.

Air traffic was halted after
the strike, two transport minis-
try officials told Reuters. An aid
source said some UN staff left
the airport shortly before the at-
tack and no one was hurt.

A flight with aid workers on-
board departed from Aden air-
port safely yesterday morning
to Amman before the incident at
the airport, two aid sources told
Reuters.

Houthi spokesperson Yahya

Saree said in a post on X that
the evacuation warning was
prompted by what he said was
the presence of a Saudi military
cargo aircraft delivering weap-
ons.

The Houthis, who control the
capital Sanaa and most of north-
western Yemen, have repeatedly
targeted Aden airport in the past.
Residents said explosions had
also been heard elsewhere in the
city before the warning was is-
sued.

The attack comes as fight-
ing between the Houthis and
the Saudi-led coalition backing
Yemen’s government has inten-
sified in recent weeks, opening
a volatile new front in the wider
US-Israeli war on Iran.

Last month, Houthi forces ad-
vanced towards the Bab el-Man-
deb Strait, one of the world’s
most strategically important
shipping routes, which lies op-
posite the Strait of Hormuz
across the Arabian Peninsula.

Government forces have since
pushed to retake territory on
the Red Sea coast in a move that
could loosen the Houthis’ grip
on the chokepoint, while the
coalition has stepped up strikes
against Houthi positions in re-
sponse to the group’s escalating
attacks on Saudi Arabia.

Israel president urges against new
vote despite inconclusive result

outside the coalition.” (AFP)

Israel’s president voiced hope yesterday for avoiding a second
election after a hard-fought vote produced no clear winner, leaving
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and the opposition scrambling
for options and making Israeli Arab parties possible kingmakers.
With more than 85 % of ballots counted, Netanyahu’s right-wing
bloc was slightly ahead but still short of a majority after Tuesday’s
election. Both Netanyahu, and Gadi Eisenkot, a former military
chief leading a broad opposition bloc, said they would seek to form
the next government. But neither looks set to reach the 61-seat
threshold, with Netanyahu’s bloc projected to win 53 of the 120
seats in parliament and Eisenkot’s opposition set for 48.
Meanwhile, he leader of a key Israeli Arab party said yesterday that
he was willing to co-operate with an opposition-led government

to unseat Netanyahu, but was not open to joining such a coalition
outright. “We do not see the possibility of being part of an Israeli
government coalition under the current political circumstances,
particularly given the ongoing war in Gaza, the settlements in the
West Bank” and other issues, the Joint List’s Yousef Jabareen said.
“However, with the aim of bringing down this government, it would
be possible for us to support an alternative government from

fied that so many countries now,
including major economies like
Korea, like Germany, and others
have shifted their position,” the US
envoy to the UN Mike Waltz told
reporters after the vote.

“Diplomacy takes time, but now
that we’ve had a tripling of coun-
tries that have shifted, we expect
that to only to continue to grow,’
he said.

The tensions between the two
nations at the UN escalated ahead
of the vote, including shout-
ing matches between Cuban and

Indiaready
for media
concerns
on disputed
privacy law

Reuters
New Delhi

cerns from media groups

about its privacy law and
wants to protect press free-
dom, its IT minister said yes-
terday, in the first government
comments since major media
publishers challenged the leg-
islation in the Supreme Court.

A group of 21 news pub-
lishers, including billionaire
Mukesh Ambani’s Networkl8
and Gautam Adani’'s NDTV,
have challenged the privacy
law, arguing it would trample
upon investigative work and
allow New Delhi to identify
journalists’ sources.

The Indian government last
year announced a privacy law
to protect the digital personal
data of users, raising compli-
ance requirements for plat-
forms like Meta and Google.
As media outlets were not ex-
empt, publishers have said the
law was an invasion of press
freedom. “Journalistic free-
dom is guaranteed by the Con-
stitution, and there is nointen-
tion to affect that,” Vaishnaw
said, according to Network18’s
Moneycontrol website.

“I am inviting all editors. We
are happy to take on record all
suggestions, and if there is any
doubt, the government is open
to act accordingly,” he added.

The Indian government’s
privacy law, which would re-
quire journalists to seek con-
sent from people they write
about, amounted to pre-
censorship and could lead to
newsrooms shutting down,
media groups told the court.

India is opento hearing con-

US sanctions

Reuters
Washington

he United States imposed
I sanctions  yesterday to
target what the Treasury
Department said were North Ko-
rean government-run schemes
that use IT workers to defraud US
businesses and generate revenue
for Pyongyang’s weapons pro-
grammes.

The Treasury Department said
the schemes involve North Korean
IT workers fraudulently gaining
employment with companies in
the United States and elsewhere,
and Pyongyang taking most of the
workers’ wages to fund its weapons

American representatives in the
corridors of the UN, as well as on
the floor of the General Assembly
on Tuesday.

“The US government is once
again isolated in its attempt to
continue strangling the Cuban
people and subjecting them to an
act of collective punishment and
genocide,” Cuban Foreign Minister
Bruno Rodriguez said in a post on X
after the vote.

“Neither its most insane pre-
texts nor its pressures nor media
circus will prevail over the force of

facts and truth,” he said.

The US has maintained a trade
embargo on Cuba for more than
60 years and US President Donald
Trump’s administration has been
stepping up the pressure, after us-
ing the military in January to re-
move Venezuelan President Nico-
las Maduro.

The US has voted against the
UN resolutions since 1992 but ab-
stained for the first time in 2016
under former President Barack
Obama, as Washington and Ha-
vana forged a closer relationship.

Cuba has blamed US sanctions
for the crisis the country is mired
in, the worst economic downturn
in decades characterised by short-
ages of basic goods, collapsing
infrastructure and runaway infla-
tion.

Last month, Trump said at the
UN that Cuba was a failed state
and freedom would be coming to
the island nation.

Cuba’s electrical grid suffered a
total collapse last month, plunging
the island into darkness and leav-
ing millions without power.

Bolsonaro flees Brazil
for US after election

AFP
Opa-locka, US

razil’s defeated right-wing
Bpresidential candidate Fla-

vio Bolsonaro arrived in
Florida by private plane yesterday,
defying a court order that banned
him from leaving his country.

Following swirling speculation
over his whereabouts, the 45-year-
old was seen disembarking the jet
at Opa-Locka Executive Airport
outside Miami, AFP witnessed,
having flown via Argentina and
Ecuador.

Bolsonaro, who lost a runoff
election to incumbent Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva yesterday, is under
investigation in Brazil for alleged
corruption and money laundering
and, with his election loss, is set to
lose parliamentary immunity.

The plane — also carrying his
wife and daughters — that landed
in Florida had made a brief stop
in Guayaquil, Ecuador in the early
hours yesterday, AFP journalists
saw.

Bolsonaro had seemed likely to
be the next president after he came
out on top in the first round of
elections, but Lula made a surprise
surge to retain power.

He had campaigned on a pledge
to liberate his father, who is under
house arrest for coup-plotting af-
ter his own electoral loss to Lula in
2022.

Jair Bolsonaro — a close ally of
US President Donald Trump —
never conceded defeat and left the
country on the eve of his rival’s in-
auguration, only returning to Bra-
zil three months later.

Argentina’s opposition law-
makers have since demanded an
account of potential assistance

b

Brazilian presidential candidate Flavio Bolsonaro (C) arrives at Miami-

Opa Locka Executive Airport with his family in Miami, Florida. (AFP)

provided to Flavio Bolsonaro in his
travel to the US.

While Argentinian authorities
said he was carrying valid travel
documents, officials have request-
ed chief of cabinet Diego Santilli
to provide details to parliament,
according to opposition lawmaker
Agustin Rossi yesterday. A concern
is that this affects ties with Brazil.

A police source told AFP that
Flavio Bolsonaro’s Brazilian and
diplomatic passports had been
cancelled, but the senator has held
Italian nationality since 2023, ac-
cording to Italian documents seen
by AFP.

Washington has said it would
grant him and his family US visas.

Flavio Bolsonaro said in a video
posted on Instagram on Monday
that he “never had any intention of
leaving the country” and the ban
on his exit was a scare tactic.

He said the travel ban was or-
dered by a Supreme Court justice,
and was based on a comment by his
US-based brother Eduardo Bol-
sonaro, who said before the elec-

tion that “if my brother does not
win, I am in favour that he would
leave the country”

Lula, who won the election with
51.8% of the vote, called fleeing the
country a “shameful” act.

“A person who sneaks out of
their country must have some-
thing to hide,” he said in Brasilia
during his 81st birthday celebra-
tion on Tuesday.

Following his loss, Bolsonaro
said he would seek to annul the re-
sult, citing the decision to extend
polling hours over transport prob-
lems that prevented some citizens
from voting.

While congratulations rolled in
for Lula from world leaders on both
sides of the political divide, Trump
said the election “looked terrible
tome”

“I didn’t take sides but it looked
like another rigged election frank-
ly... it looked so corrupt,” he told
reporters in Washington.

“I just thought it was a very bad
look, the way it was tabulated —
with the extension.”

North Korean network accused of fraud

of mass destruction and ballistic
missile programmes.

“These networks permeate
through the global financial sys-
tem, necessitating a unified re-
sponse to match the threat;” the
department said in a statement,
adding that Australia and the Eu-
ropean Union also imposed North
Korea-related  sanctions  this
month.

North Korea’s mission to the
United Nations in New York did
not immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment.

The sanctions come as US Presi-
dent Donald Trump has been eager
to jump-start talks with North Ko-
rea, but Pyongyang has shown lit-
tle interest in diplomacy aimed at

‘These networks
permeate through

the global financial
system, necessitating
aunified response to
match the threat,’ — US
Treasury Department

containing its nuclear programme.

However, earlier this month
Trump downplayed the idea of an-
other high-profile meeting with
Kim in China next month.

Trump became the only US
president to have met a North
Korean leader when he held an
unprecedented series of summits
with Kim in 2018 and 2019, but the

diplomatic efforts broke down over
US demands that North Korea give
up its nuclear weapons.

Trump has since referred to
North Korea repeatedly as a “nu-
clear power,” although his admin-
istration has continued to call for
the country’s denuclearisation and
has not formally recognised it as a
nuclear-weapons state.

Yesterday’s sanctions targets
include facilitators and North Ko-
rean IT workers based in North
Korea and Russia, the Treasury
Department said.

The targeted entity is named the
First Financial and Technical De-
velopment Center, and six of the
sanctioned individuals are linked
to that firm.

Irag-Syria ties: PM al-Zaidi talks economic, energy co-operation during his visit

AFP
Damascus

and Syrian President Ahmed

al-Sharaa discussed economic
and energy co-operation in Da-
mascus yesterday, official state-
ments said, months after a deal on
an Iraqi oil export pipeline.

It is the first visit by an Iraqi pre-
mier since al-Sharaa’s authorities
took power after toppling long-
time Syrian ruler Bashar al-Assad
in December 2024 following more
than 13 years of civil war.

Iraq is seeking to strengthen
ties with a neighbour with whom
it shares a 600-kilometre border,
while Syria is working to become
a transit hub for global trade, par-
ticularly as countries look for al-
ternatives to the Strait of Hormuz,
which remains under blockade.

Baghdad had initially dealt cau-
tiously with the new Syrian au-

Iraqi Prime Minister Ali al-Zaidi

thorities, though senior Iraqi po-
litical, intelligence and judicial
officials have visited Damascus
since al-Assad’s ouster.

Al-Zaidi and al-Sharaa dis-
cussed ways of strengthening
co-operation and “developing
security, economic and trade co-
operation”, as well as regional de-
velopments, a statement from the
Syrian president’s office said.

A statement from al-Zaidi’s
office said they discussed “de-
veloping partnerships and joint
co-operation in various fields,
particularly economic and social,
and bolstering security co-opera-
tion”.

They also discussed “unifying
positions around regional and in-
ternational issues, and working to
achieve peace and stability in the
region’) it added.

The pair addressed issues in-
cluding “exporting Iraqi oil
through the Banias pipeline with
an export capacity of up to two

in Damascus. (Reuters)

million barrels a day” and increas-
ing the volume of trade exchanges,
Baghdad said.

Iraq this year began exporting
limited quantities of oil by truck
through Syria, after maritime traf-
fic through the Strait of Hormuz
was disrupted following the out-

Iraq’s Prime Minister Ali al-Zaidi meets Syrian President Ahmed al-Sharaa

break of the Middle East war.

In July, Damascus and Baghdad
signed a memorandum of under-
standing to revive the Haditha-
Banias pipeline for transporting oil
from Iraq to Syria’s coast, linking
Iraqi production to export markets
in the Mediterranean and beyond.

A consortium of three compa-
nies including Chevron are set to
carry out the project.

Al-Sharareceived al-Zaidi and
his delegation at Damascus in-
ternational airport, Syrian state
television reported. A statement
from al-Zaidi’s office said he also
visited the Sayyida Zeinab shrine,
Syria’s most-visited Shia Muslim
pilgrimage site.

The pair had met last month in
New York on the sidelines of the
United Nations General Assembly.

In an interview broadcast on
Tuesday by Iraqi television chan-
nel Dijlah, al-Sharaa welcomed
al-Zaidi’s visit and said that “in
the past year and a half, something
positive has been built in Syrian-
Iraqi relations, particularly in eco-
nomic matters” He said his Sunni-
Muslim majority country sees ties
with predominantly Shia-Muslim
Iraq in terms of their “great histor-
ical and economic commonalities”
rather than sectarian terms.

In February, the United States
transferred over 5,700 Islamic
State group detainees from more
than 60 countries to Iraq, after
they had been held for years at
prisons in north and northeast
Syria administered by Kurdish
forces.

During Tuesday’s interview, al-
Sharaa said some of the around
3,000 Syrian detainees transferred
to Iraq had “no connection” to IS,
with talks underway on categoris-
ing them and examining their cas-
es. “Syria must bear responsibility
for those people and not shift this
burden to Iraq,” he said.

Last year al-Sharaa, who was
imprisoned in Iraq for years after
the US-led invasion of 2003 on
charges of belonging to Al-Qaeda,
missed an Arab League summit
hosted by Baghdad after several
powerful Iraqi politicians voiced
opposition to his visit.

Syrian Foreign Minister Asaad
al-Shaibani attended instead.
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Mbappe’s gaffe and backlash

eal Madrid forward Kylian Mbappe’s

rapid fall from favour in China after

remarks about Mao Zedong followed a

amiliar pattern: online outrage, corporate

distancing, platform restrictions and official
intervention. Within 24 hours of a podcast clip
surfacing in which the France captain referred to
Mao as “some guy - I think he’s a Chinese dictator”
sponsors including Mengniu Dairy, Shanghai
Milkground and energy drink-maker Eastroc ended
co-operation with the footballer.

State broadcaster CCTV removed Mbappe-related
advertising and Chinese social media platforms
restricted access to his accounts. Mbappe apologised
on Tuesday, describing his remarks as “ill-
judged” The speed of the fallout will be familiar to
companies, brands and celebrities with exposure to
China. Analysts say the episode is the latest reminder
of a business risk that remains difficult to manage
despite years of similar controversies.

Foreign brands have repeatedly faced public
backlash in China, from Dolce & Gabbana’s cancelled
Shanghai fashion show in 2018 and apologies by
Versace, LVMH-owned Dior and Tapestry’s Coach
in 2019, to boycotts of H&M, Nike and Adidas over
Xinjiang cotton and the NBA’s fallout with CCTV
after a Houston Rockets executive expressed support

for Hong Kong’s pro-democracy movement.

The details differ, but the pattern is similar: a
remark, image or statement gains traction online,
commercial partners come under pressure to
respond, and reputational damage quickly outgrows
the original offence. “You don’t need to think like
a Chinese person to succeed in China, but you do
need to understand how Chinese audiences will
react and the cultural implications of not self-
policing,” said Michael MacRitchie, founder of
MGI Group, which connects global celebrities with
Chinese brands. The Mbappe case illustrates how
difficult that distinction can be to draw. As the
controversy unfolded, the original comments about
Mao were largely inaccessible on China’s heavily
censored internet. Many consumers were therefore
exposed less to what Mbappe said than to reports
that sponsors had dropped him and official media
were condemning him. Zak Dychtwald, founder of
BridgeWorks Global, which advises multinational
organisations, said that although these controversies
remain relatively common, they are preventable. “If
you are participating in this market, the expectation
is that you respect China’s self-narrative and you
have a basic understanding of what it is. Red line
education should come at the foundation of it,” he
said. -Reuters

Tehran four and the offer
Washington never made

By Jamil K Mroue

onday’s
meeting
in
Tehran
between Iran’s
leadership and the
Saudi, Pakistani and
Turkish security
chiefs was the first
of itskind. The
immediate triggers
were Houthi missile attacks on Saudi Arabia and
renewed American and Israeli threats to strike Iran.
But these explain little. The deeper cause is more than
70 years of American mistakes.
A chronology of misreading

The record begins in Damascus in 1949, when
Washington helped engineer the coup of Husni al-
Za'im and taught a generation of Arab officers that
power came through the barracks, with a foreign nod.
Four years later, in 1953, it overthrew Mohammad
Mossadegh, Iran’s elected prime minister, to secure oil
and a compliant Shah. Iran never forgot it.

Washington never reckoned with that wound. It
never apologised, never revisited its assumptions and
never learned the country it had humiliated. So when
the revolution came in 1979, America was blindsided
by anation it thought it owned, and it has been
fighting the consequences ever since.

To be fair, America was also anchoring the dollar to
oil and keeping oil flowing, its genuine interest here.
Yet its policies kept undermining the very stability
that interest needed.

In the 1980s it sided openly with Iraq in the war
against Iran. It provided intelligence and logistics,
encouraged Gulf money to flow to Baghdad, and
looked away while chemical precursors, largely from
German firms, became poison gas on the battlefield.

In 1991 the first President Bush won his war against
Saddam Hussein, called on the Shia and the Kurds to
rise, and then left them to be slaughtered. In 2003,
after September 11, came the invasion of Iraq and a
“war on terror” whose aims stayed vague and whose
mishaps multiplied.

The gravest of the second President Bush’s mistakes
was born of pure ignorance. In the name of de-
Baathification, Washington disbanded the Iraqi army
and purged the bureaucracy, emptying the state of the
people who ran it. It could not recognise the nodes of
power in a society it had never studied, so it destroyed
them, and handed the vacuum to militias and
insurgents. Since 1979 Washington has played Iran by
the Israeli playbook, with diplomacy as a performance
between sanctions and strikes.

The general who did not know his enemy

That playbook belongs above all to Benjamin
Netanyahu. For 30 years, his career has been built
on opposing a Palestinian state and confronting
Iran, by force and only by force, doubling down
until he described Israel’s future as a “super-
Sparta”, His intelligence services have killed Iranian
commanders and nuclear scientists one after another,
a professionally remarkable feat. Yet Netanyahu does
not know Iran. Closer to home, October 7 revealed
that his grasp of his nearest neighbours was poor,
misplaced and entirely off the mark.
The warrior who planned a battle, notawar

The device that blew this region apart, and set off
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the wars, side-wars and assassinations since, was the
work of one man. Yahya Sinwar was an intelligent,
reckless guerrilla commander. He planned a battle. He
did not plan a war. He left the consequences to fall on
his own people and on other nations. That one man
could do this shows how fragile we are.

What the four mustlearn

The first lesson is that regional security cannot be
outsourced. But aregion that will not outsource its
security must know itself, and it does not. We like to
say these peoples know one another through history,
religion and culture. We do not. Syria and Iraq share
hundreds of kilometres of border with Turkey, yet
Turkish is barely taught in either, and Arabic is barely
taught in Turkey.

Even within Iraq and Syria, where Kurds are part
of the nation, the pattern repeats: Kurds do not learn
Arabic as a shared language of citizenship, and Arabs
do not learn Kurdish at all. The same is true between
the Arabs and Iran. In 2004, on a television news
programme tied to a Baathist conference of Syrian
emigrants convened by the Syrian government,
Isuggested that Arabs, who teach their children
English, French and Italian, should also teach them
Turkish, Persian, Kurdish, Greek and Hebrew. It would
double a child’s capacity, and it is the natural thing for
neighbours to do. Two Baathists on the panel, Arab
nationalists of the jingoistic kind, took me to pieces.
“How can you say that? We are Arabs” Chauvinism
lives in all our countries.

The gap is wider between states than between
peoples. These governments do not know one
another’s systems of governance, their foreign-policy
machinery or their institutions. Pakistan may know
Saudi Arabia, having served there militarily. Saudi
Arabia knows little of Turkey.

There is one instructive exception. Iran and
Turkey have built robust institutional ties, on energy,
agriculture, the frontier, culture and security, among
others, that work independently of the politics of the
day. Those ties have carried the two countries through
crises that could have gone much worse. That is the
model: more knowledge, more institutions, built on
reality rather than ignorance. Otherwise these four
will simply repeat what America did, interfering
without knowledge, without education and without
sensitivity, at the same cost.

ThefuseisinPalestine

The test is not the Iran-America frontier. The fuse is
in Palestine. The evidence is around 1,200 people killed
and some 250 taken hostage on October 7, and the tens
of thousands killed in Gaza since, more than 100,000 by
some estimates. This week the four met as Israelis went
to the polls. That timing is an opportunity. The task is to
defuse Israel from the inside.

That means one offer, delivered in three tones that
reinforce each other. To the new Knesset, in all its
factions: a new policy is on the table. To the incoming
government: a new situation awaits it. And to the
Israeli people: you have a chance for peace. We in the
Arab world know civil hatred. We have lived through
civil wars, and we know that this anger serves nothing.

To the Palestinians, the message must be as strict
and direct as possible. The corruption of the Abbas era
does not work. Join us, truly, in forming a government
of serious stature that is able to take responsibility.
The contrast that matters

The 2002 Arab Peace Initiative offered Israel
normalisation for a Palestinian state, with Iran outside
it and opposed. What is new now is the sender: an
offer backed by Riyadh, Ankara, Islamabad and, above
all, Tehran, which no Israeli government has ever
received.

This is the point of the chronology. From Damascus
in 1949 to Baghdad in 2003, Washington never
recognised the situation in front of it, and never
behaved as a power must behave if it does not want
war, colonisation or endless eruptions. The four in
Tehran have the chance to do what America never did.
If they make the offer and Israel refuses it, the world
will know where the fuse lies.

eJamil K Mroue is a Lebanese writer and analyst. He

was publisher and editor -in-chief of The Daily Star,
Beirut, and editor-in-chief of Al Hayat, London.
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ONE STEP CLOSER...
TO NOWHERE.

How energy resources can
shape strategic objectives

By Rory Miller

tis widely believed that

only big powers, notably

the United States and

the Russia, can use their
energy resources to achieve their
strategic priorities, including
their foreign policy goals. On the
other hand, the conventional view
is that energy-rich small states
are unable to do the same because
their policy choices will always
reflect the demands and pressures
of bigger and more powerful
actors, rather than their own
energy resources and revenues.

Such views can be traced back
to the Cold War when small states
had alimited capacity to move
beyond reactive, involuntary, and
short-term policies regardless of
whether they had oil, gas, or any
other natural resources.

While small states in today’s
world remain vulnerable to the
whims of larger regional and
global powers, such thinking
ignores the growing reality that
many energy-rich small states
increasingly view their resource
endowments first and foremost
as important instruments of
national power at a time of
instability, insecurity and disorder
in the international system.

In part, this is because small
states increasingly conceive of
their energy resources as ways
to add to their non-traditional
sources of power, which include
flexible manoeuvring, rapid
institution building, and smart
positioning. This, in turn, helps
them to demonstrate value and
sell a narrative in order to build
resilience, consolidate political
independence and distinguish
their identity from neighbours
and competitors.

An excellent example of this
is the way that Qatar overcame
the economic and diplomatic
isolation it faced during the
embargo of 2017-2020 by drawing
on its innovative and long -
term energy partnerships. The
country’s long-time commitment
to investing in co-operation that
fosters interdependence in the
international system became
a key strategic instrument for
Qatar during this time. This
allowed the country to both sell a
narrative and demonstrate value
to two-dozen partners across four
continents.
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Another example is Norway’s
Baltic Pipe project, which
opened in 2022 with the
mandate to transports gas from
the Norwegian gas system in
the North Sea to Poland and
Denmark. Specifically, this was
intended to create a new gas
supply corridor in the European
market as a way to contribute to
European independence from
Russian energy.

From the time of its launch, in
the midst of the Russia-Ukraine
war and a day after the Nord
Stream pipeline explosion,
Norwegian officials did not view
this as an economic project but
as a “strategic and important
symbolic project”) as the country’s
minister of petroleum and energy
explained. In other words, the
launch of this pipeline was
used by Norway as a way to
demonstrate value to Europe and
to sell a narrative of the country
as a key contributor to European
security and stability in a time of
upheaval and conflict.

Guyana, with oil production
approaching a million barrels per
day and GDP growth averaging
47% annually since 2022, is
the fastest growing economy
in the world in 2026. But apart
from using its newfound energy
resources for domestic economic
development, this South
American country has used its
standing as a major energy player
to increase its regional diplomatic
influence.

It has also looked to sell a
narrative of itself as an important
partner in Western energy supply
chains in response to the Ukraine
war. Notably, in recent years this
has resulted in some geopolitical
victories for Guyana, including
an energy security agreement
with the United States and a seat
on the UN Security Council as a
temporary member.

Uruguay and Costa Rica are
negligible oil and gas exporters,
but both have used their green
status, including their nearly fully
decarbonised grids, to demonstrate
value and sell a narrative around
environmental leadership,
clean energy infrastructure and
sustainable finance.
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Cars are parked at the Amazonia Mall, in Georgetown, Guyana. The

Uruguay, for example, is the
first recipient of a World Bank
commercial green hydrogen
loan. It has also consolidated its
regional value by establishing
itself as an important provider
of clean electricity to pivotal
regional states Argentina
and Brazil. Costa Rica is the
first country to secure LEAF
Coalition climate financing
support. It is also the co-
founder of the High Ambition
Coalition (HAC) for the “30 by
30” biodiversity target and a
founder of the Beyond Oil and
Gas Alliance (BOGA).

In all these cases, as well as
many others not mentioned here,
energy is used by small states to
achieve their strategic objectives
and influence other actors to
take their interests into account.
This allows small states to assert
their independence and to resist
attempts by bigger actors to
impose their preferences on them.
This deepens their capacity for
resilience in a highly competitive
and unstable wider-international
system.

Acknowledging this enables
us to go beyond the traditional
and increasingly outdated view
of small state energy producers
as only being preoccupied with
stable supply and demand,
access and affordability, and
the safe transit of energy
products to consumer markets.
It also allows us to stop thinking
about the energy revenues of
small states only in terms of
providing the surplus financial
resources required for economic
development.

This underscores a key point.
In a contemporary world in
which actors of all sizes use of
energy resources as part of their
strategies, it is essential to better
understand the interrelationship
between energy resources and
strategic decision-making in
small states.

e The writer is professor
of International Politics and
director of the Small States and
Energy Studies Programs at
Georgetown Univeristy in Qatar @
RoryDavidMiller

country’s fast-growing economy has benefitted from a reshaped global
energy market due to the US-Israeli war on Iran. — Reuters
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/Perlita Gardens: A new definition of posh residential lifestyle at The Pearl Island A

nited Development Com-
l | pany (UDC) is bringing

together its residential
portfolio at Cityscape Qatar 2026,
highlighting two distinct of-
ferings that reflect the evolving
needs of homeowners and inves-
tors: Perlita Gardens, a new villa
community at The Pearl Island,
and Crystal Residence, a com-
pleted apartment development on
Gewan Island featuring flexible
ownership options and a limited-
time sales offer.

The Company’s presence at
Stand H3.A10 brings two distinct
residential propositions into one
portfolio: Crystal Residence on
Gewan Island, offering completed
one- to four-bedroom apart-
ments with flexible ownership
options, and Perlita Gardens at
The Pearl Island, UDC’s newly
launched villa community offer-
ing a different proposition cen-
tred on space, privacy and family
living.

Together, these offerings dem-
onstrate the breadth of UDC’s
residential strategy and the dif-
ferent ways buyers can enter its
destinations, whether seeking a
completed home, an investment
opportunity, a flexible owner-
ship structure, or a new property
within an established community.

Yasser Salah al-Jaidah, UDC
president and CEO, said: “City-
scape provides an important op-
portunity to understand how the
market is evolving and, equally, to
demonstrate how UDC continues
to evolve its residential offering in
response. What we are present-
ing this year reflects the breadth
of our role as a master developer,
with different products, owner-
ship structures and destination
environments responding to dif-
ferent market requirements.”

Hussain Akbar al-Baker, exec-
utive director of Commercial and
Properties at UDC, said: “Crystal
Residence and Perlita Gardens
represent different points within
that portfolio, but they are con-
nected by a common principle:
creating residential opportu-
nities within destinations that
have a clear identity, established
infrastructure and a long-term
development vision. Whether a
buyer is considering a completed
apartment on Gewan Island or
a new villa within The Pearl Is-
land, the decision extends beyond
the property to the environment,
services and experience that sur-
round it.”

Complementing the completed
residential offering at Gewan Is-
land is Perlita Gardens, which
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UDC officially unveiled at City-
scape Qatar as the next major ad-
dition to The Pearl Island’s resi-
dential portfolio.

The new community will com-
prise 150 standalone villas across
seven distinct typologies, con-
sisting of six master bedrooms
and designed around privacy,
multigenerational living, hosting,
indoor-outdoor living and flex-
ible family spaces.

UDC has opened Expres-
sion of Interest registrations and
launched the limited release of
Phase One sales for Perlita Gar-
dens at Cityscape. Buyers can
benefit from UDC'’s attractive in-
house payment plan, paired with
bank mortgage financing through
Commercial Bank and Dukhan

Bank. The launch provides pro-
spective buyers with the opportu-
nity to secure villas at an off-plan
pricing advantage, with develop-
ment of the community expected
to be completed over approxi-
mately three years.

The project introduces a dif-
ferent proposition from Crystal
Residence, reflecting a different
stage of the ownership journey.
While Crystal Residence provides
a completed residential product
within a flourishing destination,
Perlita Gardens offers buyers the
opportunity to participate in a
new residential development
within one of Qatar’s most estab-
lished integrated communities.

A key part of UDC’s Cityscape
offering is Crystal Residence, a

completed residential develop-
ment on Gewan Island com-
prising one- to four-bedroom

apartments. The development
sits within an increasingly active
waterfront environment, with
residents benefiting from prox-
imity to Crystal Walkway and its
seaside promenade, alongside a
growing mix of retail, dining, lei-
sure and hospitality destinations
across Gewan Island.

For investors in particular, this
provides an opportunity to con-
sider the property in the context
of an operating destination, while
Gewan Island continues to ex-
pand its residential, retail, leisure
and hospitality offering.

UDC has introduced two
ownership pathways for Crys-

N

tal Residence, providing greater
flexibility for buyers. The first of-
fers a 7.7% down payment with
interest-free installments over six
years, with the option to rent out
the property and generate rental
income from the outset. The
second is a seven-year Lease-to-
Own programme with a 2% buy-
in fee, with the option to sublease
the property.

For Perlita Gardens in par-
ticular, the experience allows
visitors to understand the rela-
tionship between the individual
villas and the broader neighbour-
hood, including its landscaping,
streetscape, shared spaces and
architectural identity. For Crystal
Residence, visitors can learn more
about the completed apartments,
available ownership pathways
and the benefits of living within
Gewan Island’s evolving water-
front environment.

The technology, however,
serves a broader purpose than
simply creating an immersive ex-
hibition experience. Engagement
will continue through UDC’s resi-
dential sales channels following
the exhibition, allowing prospec-
tive buyers to take the discussions
initiated at Cityscape into more
detailed property and investment
consultations.

QLC organises third edition of Leadership Innovation Forum

FromPage1
Leaders.”
The forum’s programme opened with a
documentary film highlighting the leadership
legacy of His Highness the Father Amir Sheikh
Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani. The film reviewed
key milestones and strategic transformations
in Qatar throughout his tenure, highlighting
his role in establishing robust national
institutions that drove comprehensive
development and renaissance.
It underscored the importance of long-
term vision in building organisations
capable of sustaining achievement across
generations, reinforcing the forum’s central
theme: “Strategy Before Execution: Building

CNN'’s Global Perspectives
forum opens in Doha today
FromPage1

Editorial content and news-making interviews from the event will
run across CNN platforms.

Following the success of the inaugural Global Perspectives: On
Africa summit and an impactful program at the World Economic
Forum in Davos, the Global Perspectives series continues to
travel the world to explore the big ideas, bold leadership, and
dynamic economies at the frontlines of global transformation.
CNN will host two full editions of its flagship event series this fall
with Global Perspectives: In Doha as well as Global Perspectives: In
Bangkok. Global Perspectives: In Doha had been originally scheduled
for 20 April but was postponed due to events in the region.

Global Perspectives: In Doha marks another milestone in the
growing collaboration between CNN and Media City Qatar. Since
establishing its operation in Doha in 2025, CNN has expanded

its presence through initiatives including CNN Creators, ongoing
talent development initiatives, and now the region’s first edition of
Global Perspectives.

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani is expected to
attend the event as a distinguished guest, organisers revealed

at a press conference held earlier to announce the event. Ellana
Lee, Group Senior Vice-President, GM APAC, and Global head of
Productions at CNN, said the forum comes at a critical time for
international relations.

Lee said, “When the world can feel increasingly divided, we
believe there’s real value in bringing different people and their
unique perspectives together. ‘Global Perspectives’ is a place
where the ideas that are shaping our world can be voiced

and shared. It's a meeting place where CNN’s award-winning
journalism can partner with thought leaders to create meaningful
dialogue.”

She added: “This is CNN’s first Global Perspectives event here in
the Middle East, and it could hardly come at a better time. There’s
no better place to host it than here in Qatar, in the heart of the
region.”

The speaker line-up includes Qatar Museums Chairperson HE
Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani. Other
speakers joining the forum include Dr Mohamed Farid Saleh,
Minister of Investment and Foreign Trade of Egypt; Wamkele
Mene, secretary-general of the African Continental Free Trade
Area Secretariat; and Lei Zhang, founder and chairman of
Envision.

Scale Al expands long-term presence in Qatar
with ahomein UDC Tower at The Pearl Island

Institutions That Endure Beyond Their

The forum also featured three main panel
discussions focusing on the education,
infrastructure, and oil and gas sectors,
showcasing practices and experiences that
translate strategic visions into sustainable
operational frameworks.

Additionally, the program included three
parallel, certificate-granting workshops
tailored for QLC alumni, covering strategic
leadership in both Arabic and English,
alongside a specialised workshop for young
emerging leaders. The workshops focused
on developing leadership skills and bridging
strategic concepts with practical application.

The forum builds on Qatar Leadership

Centre’s ongoing mission to prepare and

develop national leaders, while strengthening
communication and knowledge sharing
within its alumni community of more than
1,400 graduates who hold leadership roles
across government and private sectors.
Through this platform, the centre
continues its efforts to expand the
horizons of leadership dialogue, draw
inspiration from successful experiences,
and explore innovative solutions that
enhance performance and foster resilient,
sustainable institutions in support of
national development and the Qatar
National Vision.

Fatal train collision
kills 68 near Madrid

AFP
Urda, Spain

high-speed train collision
Asouth of Madrid killed 68

people and injured scores
more yesterday, with the toll like-
ly to rise, authorities said, in one
of Europe’s deadliest such disas-
ters this century.

The second such accident to
strike Spain this year will raise
fresh questions about the coun-
try’s rail safety, with the transport
minister speaking of an “error”
and “inexplicable circumstances”
that led to the collision.

AFP reporters on the scene in
the central region of Castilla-La
Mancha saw one train embedded
into another and some carriages
lying on their side in tangles of
metal debris at the bottom of an
embankment.

Dozens of emergency services
vehicles were racing to and from
the site during a frantic search for
survivors, while several black vans
arrived from a funeral parlour.

Castilla-La Mancha’s leader
Emiliano Garcia-Page told re-
porters at the scene that 68 peo-
ple had died, raising an earlier toll
of 64 and having already warned
of more victims being found.

A spokeswoman from the Cas-
tilla-La Mancha regional govern-
ment told AFP that more than 100

people had been injured. Of them,
58 had been taken to hospital,
with 15 in a critical condition.

State railway operator Renfe
confirmed in a statement that the
main high-speed line from Ma-
drid to southern Spain had been
suspended after one of its serv-
ices suffered an accident with a
train from private Spanish com-
pany Iryo.

Pablo Mejia, 42, with blood
staining his grey jumper, told AFP
that he had miraculously survived
after changing his seat, as he
awaited a transfer to the south-
ern city of Seville. He recounted
“a very strong hit. It lasted a long
time until it stopped, lots of peo-
ple on the floor, on top of each
other, seats ripped out, suitcases.”

A visibly shaken Manuel Ortiz
who lives in the village of Urda
close to the site of the accident,
around 130 kilometres south of
Madrid, told AFP he had been
transporting survivors all morn-
ing in his car.

Ortiz, 49, described a “horrific,
horrible” scene that “smelled of
an accident, of metal”,

Transport Minister  Oscar
Puente told reporters that the
collision came after a train was
ordered to go in “error” despite a
technical failure affecting the au-
tomatic control system that halt-
ed all services on a 69-kilometre
stretch of track.

Cabinet approval for
QFMA draft proposal

HE the Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of State for Defence Affairs
Sheikh Saoud bin Abdulrahman bin
Hassan al-Thani chaired the weekly
Cabinet meeting held yesterday at the
Amiri Diwan. After the meeting, HE the
Minister of Justice and Minister of State
for Cabinet Affairs Ibrahim bin Ali al-
Mohannadi stated the following:

At the outset of the meeting, the
Cabinet commended the participation
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad al-Thani in the 8th Summit
of Heads of State and Government of
the Gas Exporting Countries Forum
(GECF), held in Moscow. His Highness’s
participation reflects a commitment
to enhancing co-ordination and
exchanging perspectives on the
challenges facing global gas markets
-- challenges that necessitate a
concerted, collective effort. It also
underscores Qatar’s leading role in the
liquefied natural gas (LNG) industry, its
contribution to strengthening global
energy security, and its dedication to
fostering partnerships built on trust
and mutual interests.

The Cabinet also commended HH the
Amir’s meetings in Moscow on Tuesday
with Russian President Viadimir Putin
and Iranian President Dr Masoud
Pezeshkian. Furthermore, the Cabinet
noted His Highness’s meeting in
Tashkent with Uzbekistan President
Shavkat Mirziyoyev, which took place
during His Highness’s working visit to
Uzbekistan on Monday.

The Cabinet commended the United
States’ Foreign Policy Association’s
(FPA) decision to honour HH the Amir
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani in
recognition of his pioneering role in
international mediation and diplomacy.
During a ceremony held in New York
for this occasion, the FPA announced
its decision to award its medal for

this year to His Highness, citing his
significant contributions toward
upholding international peace and
security, his commitment to the
principles of mediation, dialogue,

and diplomatic engagement within
Qatar’s foreign policy, and his efforts to
foster multilateral co-operation both
regionally and internationally.

The Cabinet congratulated the
winning entities and individuals of

the first edition of the Qatarisation
Award in the Private Sector (2026),
across both its sectoral and thematic
categories, who were honoured on
Tuesday. The Cabinet commended

their outstanding role and valuable
contributions toward supporting
localisation efforts, empowering Qatari
talent, and strengthening the private
sector’s position as a key partner in the
development of the national economy.
The Cabinet then reviewed the items

on its agenda and approved a draft law
amending certain provisions of Law No.
8 of 2012 concerning the Qatar Financial
Markets Authority (QFMA), and decided
to refer it to the Shura Council.

The draft law, prepared by the QFMA
in co-ordination with relevant entities,
is part of an effort to develop the
legislative framework for capital
markets in line with the rapid evolution
of financial products and instruments.
It expands the QFMA’s scope to
encompass digital securities and
off-market activities, consolidates

the regulation of investment funds
and collective investment schemes
under the authority’s supervision,
strengthens the QFMA's mechanisms
for addressing violations, and
restructures the penalties for capital
market offenses, all with the aim of
enhancing investor protection and
upholding the principles of disclosure,
transparency, and fair trading.

The Cabinet decided to approve

the draft executive program for the
memorandum of understanding (MoU)
between the Government of Qatar and
the Government of Morocco in the field
of endowments and Islamic affairs, as
well as the draft executive program for
the co-operation agreement between
the Government of Qatar and the
Government of Egypt in the field of
youth and sports, for the years 2026,
2027, and 2028.

The Cabinet concluded its meeting by
reviewing the semi-annual report on
the activities of the national committee
for combating environmental damage
and encroachments for the period from
Feb 1to July 31, 2026, the first semi-
annual report for 2026 on the progress
made in implementing the National
Cyber Security Strategy (2024-2030), a
report on the outcomes of participation
in the 39th meeting of the GCC
Ministers of Youth and Sports (Manama,
September 2026), and a report on

the outcomes of participation in the
12th meeting of the GCC Committee

of Ministers of Health and the 89th
session of the GCC Council of Ministers
of Health (Manama, September 2026),
taking appropriate decisions regarding
them. (QNA)

Ceasefire in Russia-occupied
Oleshky holds for second day

AFP

Tuesday morning — was still

high-quality data that pow-

ers the world’s leading AI
models and helps enterprises and
governments build, deploy and
oversee Al applications, signed an
agreement yesterday with United
Development Company (UDC) to
establish a long-term home for
Scale Qatar at UDC Tower at The
Pearl Island in Doha.

The agreement was signed by
Yasser Salah al-Jaidah, UDC presi-
dent and CEO; and Amr Samir,
Qatar country lead at Scale AI, at
UDC's pavilion in Cityscape Qatar
2026 at the Doha Exhibition and
Convention Centre.

The new office, nearly
2,000sqm, builds on the five-year
partnership Scale announced with
Qatar and the Ministry of Com-
munications and Information
Technology (MCIT) at Web Sum-
mit Qatar 2025. It reflects Scale’s
enduring confidence in Qatar’s
future and its commitment to sup-

S cale AI, which provides the
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porting the country’s Al ambitions
through a growing team on the
ground.

“Qatar’s leadership has set a
compelling vision for AI to serve
its people and strengthen its insti-
tutions, and MCIT is turning that
vision into practical capability”
said Samir.

“We are honoured by the State
of Qatar’s and MCIT’s trust and

partnership. Our confidence in
Qatar’s long-term vision for an
Al-enabled society is stronger
than ever. Our home at The Pearl
reflects our commitment to con-
tribute for years to come, working
alongside our partners and talent
in Qatar to build reliable AI”

Through its partnership with
Qatar and MCIT, Scale’s team in
Doha works across healthcare,
justice, education and higher
education, tourism and broader
government. The company brings
experience from its work with
leading frontier AI labs to help de-
velop, evaluate and deploy reliable
AT aligned with Qatar’s language,
culture and national priorities.

Scale’s Doha team has grown to
nearly 100 people, with nearly 50%
technical engineers. To date, Scale
has trained or upskilled nearly
6,000 people in Qatar and con-
nects talent in Qatar to its global
network of Al experts.

Developed by UDC, The Pearl

Island offers an integrated busi-
ness and lifestyle environment,
bringing together premium of-
fice spaces, waterfront residences,
hospitality, dining, retail and lei-
sure.

This setting provides Scale AI
and other leading companies with
a suitable base from which to es-
tablish their operations and ex-
pand their presence in Qatar, while
enabling their teams to benefit
from a comprehensive residential
offering and enjoy a diverse range
of experiences in Doha.

Al-Jaidah said: “Scale Qatar’s
presence at UDC Tower reflects
the growing appeal of The Pearl
Island as a destination for leading
local and international business-
es. We see opportunities to build
on this momentum by attracting
companies that contribute to Qa-
tar’s evolving business landscape
and strengthen the island’s role as
a hub for innovation, technology
and knowledge-based industries.”

Kyiy

US-brokered local cease-
Aﬁre in southern Ukraine

was holding for a sec-
ond day, both sides said yester-
day, as hopes grew that vital aid
would be able to reach stranded
residents. Locals in the city of
Oleshky, under Russian occupa-
tion in Ukraine’s southern Kher-
son region, have faced food, wa-
ter and medicine shortages for
months, caught in the crossfire
between both sides.

Some of the estimated 2,000
people still there — out of the
pre-war population of 24,000
— had resorted to hunting and
eating pigeons, former residents
who are still in touch with those
in the city told AFP.

The human rights ombuds-
men of both Russia and Ukraine
said yesterday that the truce
— which came into effect early

holding. “30 hours of the cease-
fire in Oleshky have passed
without a single incident;” said
Ukraine’s Dmytro Lubinets.

“No incidents have been re-
corded in the 30 hours of the
ceasefire in Oleshky,” Russia’s
Yana Lantratova said in a simi-
larly worded statement.

The ceasefire will be guaran-
teed by “the physical presence
of both ombudsmen: Ukrainian
and Russian” on the ground, Lu-
binets’s office told journalists.

Route demining was “cur-
rently underway”, Lubinets said
on social media, adding this was
a “crucial step toward ensuring
the safe delivery of humanitari-
an aid and enabling civilians who
wish to leave the city to do so”.

Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky said that since
the ceasefire entered into force,
there had been “no massive at-
tacks” on the regional capital of
Kherson.
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Qatar’s past challenges offer
lessons in building resilient
institutions: QLC expert

By Shaima Sheriff
Staff Reporter

atar’s experience with the

blockade and Covid-19 has

strengthened institutional re-
silier®™; and lessons from its devel-
opment are now shaping leadership
discussions and efforts to prepare fu-
ture generations of leaders, Prof Ste-
ven Wright, director of the Leadership
Knowledgebase at the Qatar Leader-
ship Centre (QLC), has said.

Speaking to Gulf Times on the side-
lines of the third Leadership Innova-
tion Forum 2026 in Doha yesterday, he
said the country’s experience navigat -
ing major challenges has helped build
institutions better prepared to face
future uncertainties.

Wright said the resilience demon-
strated during the blockade and the
Covid-19 pandemic offered valuable
lessons for the country’s institutions.

“When we look back at the period of
the blockade, Covid, the resilience and
experience that Qatar actually man-
aged to achieve at that time are all les-
sons in terms of how the institutions
in Qatar have proved to be resilient for
the future,” he said.

Wright added that leadership expe-
rience had been carried across differ-
ent levels of the country, helping Qatar
draw on past challenges while prepar-
ing for emerging ones.

The forum, held under the theme
“Strategy Before Execution: Build-
ing Institutions That Endure Beyond
Their Leaders”, examined how Qa-
tar’s development experience could
help build organisations that sustain
their achievements beyond leadership
changes.

Wright said discussions focused on
how the country developed key sec-
tors, including higher education, in-
frastructure, tourism, and oil and gas,
and how the lessons learned could
support long-term, sustainable de-
velopment.

The forum examined the higher
education sector, including how its
development could continue to make
a lasting contribution to Qatar. The
forum also explored infrastructure
development across the country, in-
cluding projects associated with the

Prof Steven Wright

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, and tour-
ism growth.

Another focus was the energy sec-
tor, where Qatar’s long-term invest-
ment in oil and gas has helped estab-
lish its position in the global liquefied
natural gas (LNG) and petrochemicals
industries.

Wright said bringing these experi-
ences together allowed participants
to examine the decisions and strat-
egies behind Qatar’s development,
particularly at a time when resilience
and long-term planning remain im-
portant.

He also highlighted the need to en-
sure leadership knowledge and ex-
perience reach younger generations,
calling them central to the country’s
future.

“The whole goal is really to actually
create mechanisms and processes and
experience which cascade all the way
down to the youth, because that’s the
future generation,” he said.

Wright noted that the forum’s pro-
gramme included a youth workshop
following the panel discussions, al-
lowing young participants to share
their perspectives and experiences.

He said this approach connected the
lessons of previous generations with
the expectations of those who would
lead in the future.

The forum sought to link Qatar’s
leadership legacy with practical ap-
proaches to institutional sustainabil-
ity, ensuring that experience gained
through national development con-
tinues to inform future decision-
making.

Tasweer exhibition explores
memory, identity through
three photographers’ works

By Joey Aguilar
Doha

hotographs exploring
Pfamily traditions, con-

sumer culture and eve-
ryday signs of identity are on
display at Bayt Al Wakrah as
Tasweer presents ‘As the Im-
age Unfolds - The Language of
Athar,) an exhibition running
until December 15.

Featuring new works by Mo-
hammed Fakhroo, Ghada al-
Mawlawi and Raja Aderdor, the
exhibition marks the culmina-
tion of Tasweer’s five-month
artist residency programme,
which gave the participants
time and space to research,
experiment and develop their
photographic practices.

Taking its title from the Ara-
bic word athar, meaning traces
or imprints, the exhibition
brings together three perspec-
tives on memory, belonging
and the environments people
inhabit.

In apress statement, Tasweer
director Khalifa al-Obaidly said
the residency allowed the art-
ists to explore their ideas and
refine their approaches.

“A residency gives an art-
ist something very valuable:
time. Over these five months,
Mohammed Fakhroo, Ghada
al-Mawlawi and Raja Ader-
dor were able to question their
ideas, test different approaches
and allow their projects to de-
velop gradually,” he said.

“What audiences see in The
Language of Athar is the result
of that process, reflecting three
distinct ways of thinking about
traces, memory and the places
around us.”

Established in 2021, Tasweer
has played an important role
in developing Qatar’s pho-
tography scene and engaging
photographers across the West

Khalifa aI-ObaidI (right) with Qatar Museums CEO Mohammed Saad

al-Rumaihi at the exhibition’s opening. PICTURE: Qatar Museums

Asia and North Africa region
through its programmes, com-
petitions and activities, al-
Obaidly said.

The exhibition is the first
outcome of the organisa-
tion’s artist-in-residence pro-
gramme, which provided par-
ticipants with studio space,
stipends and mentorship to
support their artistic develop-
ment and the creation of new
bodies of work inspired by their
perspectives on life in Qatar.

“The aim is to help artists de-
velop their practices and create
a body of work that comes from
the local context here in Qatar,
seen through their eyes,” he said.

The three projects explore
the exhibition’s central themes
from different angles.

Al-Mawlawi, a Qatari pho-
tographer working across still-
life and documentary photog-
raphy, explores family memory
in Portals of Belonging. Draw-
ing on the hospitality rituals
of her two grandmothers, the
project uses heirloom objects,
table settings, and everyday
gestures of care to examine how
love, memory, and belonging
pass down through generations.

In For Sale?, Qatari film-
maker, photographer and writ-
er Fakhroo examines consumer
culture through images of

Photographic works examining
memory, consumerism and
cultural identity are showcased
in Tasweer’s ‘As the Image
Unfolds - The Language of
Athar’ exhibition.

shops, markets, workers, man-
nequins and staged displays.
The project explores the rela-
tionship between commercial
presentation, labour and desire,
prompting viewers to look more
closely at familiar retail envi-
ronments.

Meanwhile,  photographer
and visual storyteller Aderdor
presents Signs_Seen, Yet Un-
seen, a series of photographs
taken across Qatar and Morocco.
Featuring handwritten notices,
religious phrases, shop signs
and other everyday messages,
the work explores how public
signage reflects identity, faith,

The exhibition features the works
of Mohammed Fakhroo, Ghada
al-Mawlawi and Raja Aderdor.
PICTURES: Joey Aguilar

humour, labour and belonging.
Hosted at Bayt Al Wakrah, the

residency enabled the artists to

refine their projects through

research, experimentation
and dialogue. Al-Obaidly and
Ghayyan al-Amine mentored
the participants, while Maria
Ovsyannikova also mentored
and curated the exhibition.

Presented as part of the Qatar
Creates 2026-27 season, The
Language of Athar contributes
to the country’s wider cultural
programme spanning visual art,
design, photography, heritage
and other creative disciplines.

The exhibition is open at
Bayt Al Wakrah from Saturday-
Thursday, 9am-7pm, and on
Fridays from 1.30pm-7pm. Ad-
mission is free, with booking
required through the Tasweer
website.
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