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Shahovbags double medal
haul, Arshid wins silver

Qatar’s delegation comprises of 12 athletes competing in swimming, athletics and goalball

By Sports Reporter
Nagoya

atar won three medals at the

Aichi-Nagoya 2026 Asian Para

Games yesterday, with swimmer

Shamil Shahov claiming a silver
and a nze, while wheelchair racer Ali
Arshid added another silver.

Shahov secured silver in the men’s
100m breaststroke SB12 event, finishing
in 1:13.17 seconds. Japan’s Genki Saito won
gold in 1:12.74, while Iran’s Abadi Karimi
Jahan took bronze in 1:13.47.

The Qatari swimmer had earlier opened
the country’s medal account with bronze
in the men’s 400m freestyle S13, finish-
ing third in 4:33.09. Uzbekistan’s Dmitry
Khorlin won gold in 4:21.32, while compa-
triot Egor Bolotov claimed silver in 4:21.94.

Arshid claimed silver in the men’s 100m
wheelchair race T34, finishing in 14.95
seconds. Thailand’s Chaiwat Rattana took
gold in 14.84 seconds, setting a new Games
record, while the UAE’s Mohammed Oth-
man secured bronze in 15.13 seconds. Qa-
tar’s Mohammed al-Kubaisi also compet-
ed in the event, finishing seventh in 16.80
seconds.

The two medals gave country’s 12-mem-
ber delegation an encouraging start to the
Games, which are being held in Japan un-
til October 24, featuring athletes from 45
countries competing across 18 sports.

Qatar’s delegation comprises male and
female athletes competing in swimming,
athletics and goalball, with the team look-
ing to add to its medal tally in the remain-
ing days of competition.

Meanwhile, President of the Qatar Para-
lympic Committee HE Sheikh Abdulrah-
man bin Saoud al-Thani expressed pride in
theresults and praised the athletes, coach-
es and administrative staff for their efforts.

He said the medalsreflected the progress
of Para sports in Qatar, supported by the

Qatar’s para swimmer Shamil Shahov (left) celebrates after winning silver in the men’s
100m breaststroke SB13 during the Asian Para Games Aichi-Nagoya 2026 at Nagoya City
General Gymnasium in Aichi, Japan.

Shamil Shahov in action in the 400m freestyle S13, where he claimed bronze.
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country’s leadership, and would motivate
the team to pursue further success at up-
coming international competitions.

Guirassy’s nets brace as Dortmund win

He reaffirmed the Qatar Paralympic
Committee’s commitment to supporting
its athletes and providing them with the

necessary care and resources to represent
the country at continental and interna-
tional championships.

Jassim bin Rashid al-Buenain, Secretary General of the Qatar Olympic Committee, with
Qatar’s contingent at the Aichi-Nagoya 2026 Asian Para Games.

ATHLETICS
Diamond League 2027

Agencies
Baku

orussia Dortmund got back to winning

ways in the UEFA Champions League

as they edged past Sabah in an en-

tertaining encounter in Baku. Serhou
Guirassy’s brace secured a 2-1 win for the Ger-
mans, providing the perfect response to their
loss against Bodg/Glimt last time out.

Niko Kovac made four changes from the
Dortmund side held to a goalless draw by Union
Berlin, bringing in Fabio Silva, Carney Chuk-
wuemeka, Joey Veerman and Ramy Bense-
baini. Both sides had been level on points in the
league-phase table before kick-off.

Dortmund made the brighter start, with Silva
twice forcing saves inside the opening six min-
utes. The visitors’ pressure told on 10 minutes
when Felix Nmecha fired at the keeper, and
when Stas Pokatilov could only parry into the
path of Guirassy, the striker slotted home from
close range to put Dortmund ahead.

Dortmund continued to threaten, with Veer-
man’s free-kick and a follow-up from Chuk-
wuemeka both tested by Pokatilov, while Steve
Solvet picked up a first-half booking for a chal-
lenge on Nmecha. Sabah grew into the contest,
and after Joy-Lance Mickels had an effort ruled
out for offside, the hosts drew level in the 39th
minute when Tymoteusz Puchacz swung in a
free-kick from the right and Aden McCarthy
glanced a header past Gregor Kobel to make it
1-1 at the interval.

Dortmund began the second half as they had
the first. Within nine minutes of the restart,
Veerman whipped a cross toward the back post
where Guirassy finished first-time to make it 2-1
in the 53rd minute. Sabah kept pressing forward
and almost found a leveller when Orphe Mbina
was played through one-on-one with Kobel but
shot wide. Dortmund also had openings to ex-

Borussia Dortmund’s Serhou Guirassy scores against Sabah in Baku. (AFP)

tend their lead, with Chukwuemeka setting up
Guirassy for a chance that was blocked by Mc-
Carthy at point-blank range.

Alate penalty claim against Dortmund’s Nico
Schlotterbeck was waved away, and the hosts
could not find the goal that would have forced
extra effort from Dortmund, who saw out the
match for a 2-1 win.

Meanwhile, Pavel Kacor scored a stunning
late equaliser for Slavia Prague to deny Fener-
bahce a much-needed Champions League win.
The substitute scored his first senior goal for the
club with a brilliant volley when he met Em-
manuel Ayaosi’s cross in the 90th minute.

Kacor, 20, managed to get his boot high

enough to meet the ball in and beat former
Manchester City goalkeeper Ederson as the
Czech side came from two goals down to earn
their first point in the competition this season.

Fenerbahce, who now have two points from
three games, had raced to a two-goal lead after
just 11 minutes and looked set to bounce back
from last week’s 6-0 thrashing by Aston Villa
with ease.

Oguz Aydin scored a sublime goal from 25
yards in the fourth minute when he cut in from
the right and curled home left-footed into the
top left corner. Mason Greenwood got his sev-
enth of the season with a fine finish just seven
minutes later.

to openin Doha

By Sports Reporter
Doha

oha will kick off the

2027 Diamond League

season on May 7, with

the detailed schedule
of disciplines for all 14 meet-
ings confirmed as athletes begin
planning their campaigns for one
of athletics’ biggest titles.

The publication of the Dia-
mond Discipline allocation sets
the Road to the Final for next
year, outlining the meetings at
which the 32 disciplines will be
contested as athletes compete
for points and a place in the sea-
son-ending final in Zurich.

The series will open in Doha
before moving to Shanghai on
May 15 and Xiamen on May 22.
Rome will host a two-day meet-
ing on May 27-28, followed by
Rabat on May 30. The circuit will
then head to Oslo on June 3-4,
Stockholm on June 6-7 and Paris
on June 25-26.

The season will continue in
Eugene on July 3-4, Monaco on
July 9-10, Lausanne on July 13-
14 and London on July 17. After
a break, the series will resume in
Silesia on August 14-15, followed
by Brussels on August 20-21, be-
fore concluding with the final in
Zurich on August 25-26.

Athletes in 32 disciplines will
compete for points across the 14

series meetings, with the most
successful qualifying for the fi-
nal.

Each discipline will be staged
at between four and eight meet-
ings during the Road to the Final,
giving the world’s leading track
and field athletes multiple op-
portunities to compete against
their top rivals.

The confirmed allocation al-
lows athletes to map out their
campaigns across the season,
with the competition offering
a chance to secure one of the
sport’s most prestigious titles.

The Diamond League will also
provide a season-long test of
form ahead of the World Athlet-
ics Championships in Beijing in
September 2027.

The premier global one-day
athletics series brings together
leading track and field athletes at
some of the sport’s most iconic
venues, spanning four conti-
nents and 15 cities during the
season.

2027 Diamond League season
schedule : Doha - May 7; Shang-
hai/Kegiao - May 15; Xiamen

- May 22; Rome - May 27; Rabat -
May 30; Oslo - June 3; Stock-
holm - June 6; Paris - June 25
Eugene - July 3; Monaco - July 9
Lausanne - July 13; London

- July 17; Silesia - August 15;
Brussels - August 20; DL Final in
Zurich - August 25-26
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NZ plot downfall of ‘incredible’ Sooryavanshi

AFP
Christchurch

ew Zealand have done
their homework on India
prodigy Vaibhav Soorya-
vanshi and expect their
home conditions will challenge
the 15-year-old sensation in the
Twenty20 series starting tomor-
row, paceman Jacob Duffy said.

Sooryavanshi has lit up world
cricket with his power-hitting,
breaking a string of records in the
Indian Premier League before be-
coming India’s youngest interna-
tional in the men’s game with his
debut in the T20 series in England
in July.

After a slow start against Eng-
land, the teenage opener became
the youngest player to score a half-
century in men’s international
cricket when he clobbered an 18-
ball fifty against Zimbabwe.

Herecently won an Asian Games
gold medal in Japan as India swept
to the T20 cricket title in Aichi-
Nagoya.

Duffy said New Zealand had
been studying the left-hander in
the buildup to the five-match se-
ries, which starts at Christchurch’s
Hagley Oval.

“First of all, he’s an incredible

aas

Indian pla\;e?s (from left) Ishan Kishan, Ax.

ar Patel, Abhishek Sharma, Prince Yadav, Mayank Yadav and

Arshdeep Singh on way to New Zealand.

talent. Obviously, he’s taken the
IPL by storm and what’s amazing,
he strikes it so hard but he does it
so consistently,” Duffy told report-
ers yesterday.

“He’s striking at 250 (strike-
rate) every game and he’s not miss-
ing out very often. So that’s in-
credible in itself.

“I think he played in England, so
conditions will be a little bit dif-

ferent for him, so that’s obviously
one thing for him to be challenged
with.

“We’ve certainly had a good
scouting session on him and got
our plans as to what we want to do
to him”

India fans will be eager to see
what Sooryavanshi can do in New
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Duffy said he had spoken to
Hagley Oval’s head groundsman
about what to expect from the
wicket, hoping that it will not be
a batter’s paradise like some sub-
continent pitches.

“He’s from Invercargill, so
he’s promised me a little bit of
bounce,’ said Duffy, who was born

Zealand, where the pitches tend to

be seam-friendly.

South Island city.

South Africatake

control after
Bavumaheroics

Bavuma posts career-best 1/9, features in two record partnerships

Reuters
Ggeberha, South Africa

outh Africa captain Tem-

ba Bavuma led a record-

breaking run feast for his

side, scoring 179 as the
home side turned around their
fortunes against Australia before
declaring on 425 for nine wick-
ets on the third day of the second
Test yesterday.

Australia lost a wicket in the
first over of their reply and were
3-1 at stumps at St George’s Park
with Travis Head unbeaten on one
and nightwatchman Scott Boland
on two.

Bavuma produced an impres-
sive knock, full of gritty deter-
mination but also some flourish-
ing stroke play, as South Africa
moved from a precarious 110-6 in
the first session to finish the day
with the upper hand.

It was the diminutive skipper’s
highest Test score and he also
featured in two record partner-
ships, first with Marco Jansen and
then Simon Harmer.

With Jansen, he compiled 132
runs to break the previous South
Africa record of 89 runs for the
seventh wicket in a test at St
George’s Park, set against Eng-
land in 1896, and with Harmer
the highest eight-wicket part-
nership of 183 for South Africa in
any Test.

Jansen scored 85, Harmer hit
his Test best of 82 while Boland
(5-81) registered the third five-
wicket haul of his career and first
outside Australia.

Bavuma’s century came up in

226 balls in a patient display while
Jansen went about punishing the
bowling to see the home side, who
lost last week’s first test in Dur-
ban by 214 runs, lift themselves
out of a potential quagmire.
South Africa resumed on 97-5

rJ

South Africa’s Temba Bavuma acknowledges the fans following his
dismissal on day three of the second Test against Australia at St
Georges Park in Ggeberha yesterday. (AFP)

after only 43 overs were bowled
on the opening two rain-affected
days, but sunny conditions and a
flat pitch on Tuesday allowed the
batsmen to get stuck in and look
to make up for lost time.

But they still looked in trou-

ble when Wiaan Mulder was
dismissed for 13, ducking into a
short-pitched ball from Mitch-
ell Starc and gloving it behind to
slip Matt Renshaw. It was Starc’s
450th Test wicket but was only
given out after a review.

Jansen was dismissed in the first
over after the second new ball was
taken. He was hit in the lower mid-
riff by Boland with the first ball and
four balls later, after treatment for
injury but still rattled, chipped a
catch to Head at midwicket.

Harmer then joined Bavuma to
continue amassing the runs before
he was bowled by part-time left-
arm spinner Marnus Labuschagne
as he chased a maiden Test ton in
the afternoon gloom.

Bavuma then nicked Starc to
wicketkeeper Alex Carey with the
next ball to have his innings end-
ed and promptly declared to put
Australia in to bat with a handful
of overs left in the day.

It took South Africa’s lead
bowler Kagiso Rabada four balls
on his return after a five-month
layoff with a hamstring injury to
have Australia opener Nic Mad-
dinson caught at third slip by
Harmer as he attempted a drive
off a fullish-length ball.

He was only allowed to bowl
one over, however, because of
the deteriorating light, and after
three more overs of spin, stumps
were called.

BRIEF SCORES

Australia 3 for 1trail South
Africa 425 for 9 dec (Bavuma
179, Jansen 85, Harmer 82,
Boland 5-81, Starc 3-89) by 422
runs

FOCS |
‘Coach of England’s Test team should be English’

Reuters
London

etired captain and bats-

man Stephen Fleming

is the fifth foreign coach

to take charge of Eng-
land’s Test team but the New Zea-
lander hopes his successors will
be English and says he will seek
to develop home-grown coaching
talent during his tenure.

Fleming was appointed in
July to replace compatriot Bren-
don McCullum, with Australian
Trevor Bayliss and Zimbabwe’s
Duncan Fletcher and Andy Flower
the other foreign coaches to have
been at the helm of the test side.

“I do believe that primarily the
national team should be coached
by a national representative,”’
Fleming told the BBC in a podcast
released on Monday.

“I'm grateful for the opportu-
nity, but there will be some devel-
opment in terms of the coaching,
and you can see by our staff,” add-
ed the 53-year-old, who named
former England players Marcus
Trescothick, Richard Dawson and
James Foster among his backroom
staff last week.

Fleming also highlighted the
importance of having a good
working relationship with former
New Zealand teammate McCul-
lum, who remains in charge of
England’s limited-overs team,

with the Ashes and Cricket World
Cup looming next year.

“At some stage you're going to
have to give up some of your key
assets. We look at what’s com-
ing up, there’s a Test series for us
against South Africa,” Fleming
said.

“We then move to the Ashes,
which is obviously the milestone
event for the summer next year,
and then there’s the World Cup.

“Making sure that the play-
ers are as fit as can be for each of
those marquee events and that we
turn out good sides is going to be
achallenge”

England visit South Africa in
a three-Test series beginning in
December.

in Lumsden, a small town near the

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi has lit up world cricket with his power-hitting,
breaking a string of records in the Indian Premier League before
becoming India’s youngest international in the men’s game.

“As long as it’s not Hyderabad,
I’'m happy”

The T20 series is the first part of
India’s tour, with one-day matches
and a two-Test series to follow.

Otago bowler Duffy has had a
big year, claiming the Sir Richard
Hadlee Medal as New Zealand’s
top player in 2025 and making the
final of this year’s T20 World Cup
in India before winning the IPL
with Royal Challengers Bengaluru.

He made his Test debut last year

at the age of 31 but missed the mid-
year tour of England and the one-
off test against Ireland to be home
with his wife for the birth of their
first child.

The absence from the Test setup
has made him doubly keen to tear
into India with the red ball ahead of
a four-Test tour of Australia.

“I've played four Tests in my life.
I get up for any Test.

“There’s something
about them,” he said.

special

SPOTLIGHT
All-rounder Minhas

stars as Pakistan crush
England in tri-series

e - —

Pakistan’s Arafat Minhas (right) celebrates with teammates after taking
the wicket of England’s Gus Atkinson during the one-day international
tri-series match at the Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium yesterday. (AFP)

AFP
Rawalpindi, Pakistan

ll-rounder Arafat Min-

has struck a maiden

ODI half-century and

grabbed a career-best six
wickets to anchor Pakistan’s con-
vincing 87-run win over England
in the tri-series in Rawalpindi yes-
terday.

Minhas hit 59 off 58 balls and
was ably assisted by Hasan Nawaz,
whose 74-ball 79 lifted Pakistan to
asolid 302-9.

The versatile Minhas then took
6-40 with his beguiling left-arm
spin as England were reduced to
215 all out in 38.4 overs. He also ran
out the last England batter to cap a
superb showing.

England lost their last nine
wickets for 95 runs after being well
set at 120-1, with Tom Banton (57)
and Ben Duckett (45) giving them a
confident start.

Minhas grabbed three crucial
wickets, getting Banton caught
off a miscued pull, bowling Harry
Brook for five with a sharp turner,
and then trapping Jordan Cox for
18.

Minhas completed his second
five-wicket haul when he dis-
missed Will Jacks for 19 and then
had Jamie Overton for one.

Banton smashed five fours and
two sixes in his 53-ball knock.

Naseem Shah snared the prized
wicket of Joe Root for 33, and Haris
Rauf removed a dangerous Sam
Curran for 27 as England’s run
chase faltered.

Pakistan had also beaten Sri
Lanka by 37 runs in the first game,
with skipper Shaheen Shah Afridi
pleased by the team’s progress.

“As a team we have shown
progress as we are looking to build
towards next year’s World Cup,’
said Shaheen. “The form of Arafat
and the fast bowlers are good signs
for us”

England captain Brook rued a
lack of partnerships with the bat.

“We were quite happy by limit-
ing them under 300 and then the
openers set the tone beautifully,
but we could not put on partner-

ships and ended up on the wrong
side.” said Brook.

Nawaz and Minhas earlier lifted
Pakistan from a precarious 133-5.

Nawaz, who hit four sixes and
five fours, added 78 for the sixth
wicket with Minhas as England
struggled to break their stand,
dropping three catches.

Minhas then added an invalu-
able 72 for the seventh wicket with
Faheem Ashraf (39) as Pakistan
added 91 runs in the last 10 overs.

Minhas hit nine fours, while
Ashraf’s knock included a six and
five fours.

England’s Gus Atkinson jolted
Pakistan with the very first ball of
the match to dismiss Fakhar Za-
man, caught by Root at short mid-
wicket.

Sonny Baker made it 31-2 with
the wicket of Saim Ayub for eight
before Babar Azam (34) and Saad
Baig (35) steadied the innings.

England’s Baker took 3-65,
while Atkinson finished with 2-35.

England meet Sri Lanka in the
third match tomorrow, also in
Rawalpindi.

BRIEF SCORES

Pakistan 302 for 9 (Nawaz 79,
Minhas 59, Baker 3-65) beat
England 215 (Banton 57, Minhas
6-40) by 87 runs

Pakistan’s Hasan Nawaz plays
a shot during the one-day
international against England in
Rawalpindi yesterday. (AFP)
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Only wins can ease
doubts over Man

Utd future: Carrick

| dont need any reassurance. | know the role, | know the responsibilities

AFP
London

anchester United
manager Michael
Carrick said he needs
no reassurances from
the club’s hierarchy as he knows
winning games is the only way to
silence speculation over his future.

Ahead of a Champions League
trip to Italian side Como today,
United have won just two of their
10 games in all competitions this
season.

The Red Devils are off to their
worst start to an English top-
flight campaign in 40 years, were
knocked out the League Cup by
Brighton last month and comfort-
ably beaten at Atletico Madrid last
week in the Champions League.

Carrick was only appointed
manager on a permanent basis in
May after an impressive spell as
interim boss in the second half
of last season. But he has quickly
become just the latest manager
under pressure at Old Trafford at
a club that has fallen from grace
since Alex Ferguson’s retirement
in 2013.

“I know we'’ve got to win foot-
ball games for everything to flow
and everything to fit into place.
That’s the great thing about it,
we can do something about it,”
Carrick told his pre-match press
conference in Italy. “I don’t need

any reassurance. It’s pretty clear.
“I know the role, I know the re-
sponsibilities. I don’t need anyone
else to kind of tell me that or tell
me when it’s going well or when
it needs to be better. I know that
myself”

Carrick’s hopes of turning
things around have not been aided
by a growing injury list.

Lisandro Martinez started Sun-
day’s 1-1 draw at Leeds, despite
his stinging criticism of the club’s
lack of transfer activity following

defeat at Atletico, but had to be
replaced at half-time.

The Argentine international
will miss the trip to Como, as will
Luke Shaw, Kobbie Mainoo, Mar-
cus Rashford, Benjamin Sesko,
Patrick Dorgu and Ayden Heaven.
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[PADEL
Dohaready to host FIP
World Cup Qatar 2026
from November 2to 7

QNA
Doha

nounced.

The tournament will bring
together 32 national teams, with
16 competing in the men’s com-
petition and another 16 in the
women’s event, featuring some
of the world’s leading padel

players.
The championship,

bal padel stage.
Speaking to Qatar

players, officials and spectators.

He said all organizing com-
mittees and operational teams
had finalized their logistical and
technical preparations to ensure
the smooth running of the tour-
nament and provide an enjoy-

able experience for fans.

Zainal highlighted Qatar’s
growing expertise in hosting
sporting
competitions, noting that the
successful staging of the 2021
and 2024 editions had helped
experience

major international

build  valuable

among local officials and organ-
izing personnel.

oha is fully prepared
to host the FIP World
Cup Qatar 2026 from
November 2 to 7 at
the Khalifa International Ten-
nis and Squash Complex, the
Qatar Padel Federation has an-

which
follows the previous editions
held in 2021 and 2024, further
reinforces Qatar’s reputation as
a leading destination for major
international sporting events
and highlights the country’s
growing prominence on the glo-

News
Agency (QNA), Qatar Tennis,
Squash and Badminton Federa-
tion (QTSBF) Secretary-General
and tournament director Tariq
Darwish Zainal said prepara-
tions had been completed, with
organizers ready to deliver a
high-quality championship for

He also pointed to Qatar’s
continued efforts to promote
padel across the region and Asia,
particularly through its annual
hosting of a major Premier Padel
event that attracts leading male
and female players from around
the world.

Turning to Qatar’s participa-
tion, Zainal said the national
team, ranked among the world’s
top 10, would enter the compe-
tition with ambitions of build-
ing on its recent achievements.

Qatar’s preparations follow its
gold-medal success at the Ai-
chi-Nagoya 2026 Asian Games
in Japan, where padel made its
debut on the continental multi-
sport event’s programme. The
national team will seek to de-
liver another strong perform-
ance on home soil and secure a
high finish against some of the
world’s leading sides.

Zainal noted that the World
Cup would feature several high-
ly ranked national teams with
considerable international ex-
perience, setting the stage for
a closely contested champion-
ship.

Meanwhile, QTSBF Executive
Director Saad al-Mohannadi
said the tournament courts had
been fully prepared and cus-
tomized for the competition.

He added that tickets were
available online through official
platforms, making it easier for
local residents and international
visitors to attend the matches
and contribute to a vibrant at-
mosphere throughout the event.

With preparations complete
and leading national teams set
to converge on Doha, the FIP
World Cup Qatar 2026 is ex-
pected to further strengthen the
country’s standing as a host of
premier international sporting
competitions while promoting
the continued growth of padel
worldwide.

Kulusevski a ‘different man’ after emotional Spurs return

Dejan Kulusevski said he felt like a “different
man” after a 17-month injury layoff as he made
an emotional return for struggling Tottenham.
The Swedish midfielder was introduced to
deafening noise in the 87th minute of the club’s
3-1 victory against Coventry on Monday at the
Tottenham Hotspur Stadium.

Kulusevski had multiple setbacks after knee
surgery in May 2025. But a second procedure
in March finally set the 26-year-old on the road
to recovery.

“Everything feels great. | have been working
harder than you can ever imagine,” Kulusevski
said after Tottenham’s first Premier League win

spoTLIGHT |
Emery adamant injury problems

of the season, which lifted them off the foot of
the table.

“The journey felt impossible. It was the most
difficult it could be, but | had a feeling | was go-
ing to come back to play football. | just had to
believe and that is what | do.”

He added: “I kept working, 10 hours every day
when no one is watching, so when everything
was impossible and everyone gave up | never
gave up because of this that happened today.
“l am so grateful that (fans) miss(ed) me play. It
means a lot and | am here to show them a bet-
ter me. And a better me will be a better Spurs
so we will be good.”

‘no excuse’ for Aston Villa

AFP

London
ston Villa manager Unai Emery is de-
termined to avoid using his squad’s in-
jury problems as an excuse ahead of their
Champions League tie at home to Viking

today.

Villa endured a difficult start to the season but
have won four of their last five matches in all com-
petitions, with Johan Manzambi’s first-half header
securing a 1-0 Premier League win at Newcastle on
Saturday.

But 21-year-old Switzerland international Man-
zambi was substituted in the 72nd minute and Em-
ery said Tuesday he will play no part against Viking
because of a “small injury”

Manzambi joins the likes of defenders Matteo
Ruggeri and Aaron Wan-Bissaka on Villa’s injury
list.

“We are accepting of the injuries we had before,”
Emery told a pre-match press conference.

“So many players we had injured in our process
here and now we're still having some, like (Amadou)
Onana for a long time, like Matteo for more or less
two months.

“Coming back and joining us is Ian Maatsen, he’s
joined us and is training with us this week.

“Manzambi has a small injury, he’s not available
for tomorrow. Aaron has an injury as well, more or
less we expect three or four weeks”

The Spaniard added: “We have enough players,
no excuses, and tomorrow we’ll find solutions in
case we need to get our performance, of course, col-
lectively and individually in each position”

Villa thrashed Fenerbahce 6-0 last week and
will be looking for a third successive European win
when they host Viking.

But the Norwegian side arrive at Villa Park bu-
oyed by a 3-3 draw with German giants Bayern Mu-
nich last week.

“Every team that plays Champions League be-
cause they deserve it, and they are dangerous,” said
Emery.

“Viking drew against Bayern Munich last week,
they lost against Stuttgart. They are with Bodo/
Glimt in the league first and second with the same
points.

Tottenham had managed only three home
league wins during Kulusevski’s lengthy ab-
sence and narrowly avoided relegation on the
final day of the 2025/26 campaign.

He missed the club’s Europa League triumph in
2025 and Sweden’s World Cup campaign, but is
now ready to make up for lost time.

“It has been an amazing journey even if it is
hard sometimes,” he said. “Hard is beautiful and
| am so grateful that | had to experience it.
“Now | am ready to play football. | see myself a
little different now. | think | am a different man
now. Same guy, same guy that wants to play
football, but a little bit smarter.”

Swiatek ends season after pulling
out from Ningbo with a thigh injury

Reuters
Warsaw

ga Swiatek ended her season

yesterday after withdrawing

from the Ningbo Open with

a thigh injury, a decision that
also ended the six-time Grand
Slam champion’s hopes of quali-
fying for the WTA Finals.

The 25-year-old Pole, who de-
scribed the campaign as the most
demanding of her career, finished
the year without a Grand Slam ti-
tle. Her last major triumph came
at last year’s Wimbledon.

Swiatek, who has played at
every edition of the WTA Finals
since 2021 and won the season-
ending championships in 2023,
needed to reach at least the quar-
ter-finals in Ningbo to have any
chance of displacing Czech Karo-
lina Muchova from the last quali-
fying spot.

“After careful consideration,
I've decided to withdraw from
the tournament,” Swiatek said in
a statement posted on the Ningbo
Open’s social media.

“I've been experiencing an on-
going problem with my left thigh
over the past weeks and I feel that
giving myself the time to rest and
recover is the right decision”

Iga Swiatek lost last chance to qualify for the WTA Finals after withdrawing
from the Ningbo Open yesterday.

“Viking are a new team as well with the capacity
to draw with Bayern Munich and compete against
Stuttgart and compete against us tomorrow. This is
the Champions League and it is very difficult.”

The injury also troubled Swiatek
during her 7-5 6-1 semi-final de-
feat by compatriot Maja Chwalin-
ska at last week’s Wuhan Open.

Swiatek finishes the season with
a 39-15record and one title, at the
Canadian Open. She also failed
to progress beyond the quarter-
finals at any of the four Grand
Slams.

“This has been one of the most
demanding seasons of my career,
with a lot of challenges, chang-

es and lessons along the way,’
Swiatek said on social media.

“I'm especially proud of the
work we’ve done in the second
half of the year and the progress
that came with it. It gives me a lot
of confidence in what’s ahead.

“The past few months, or ac-
tually the past couple of years,
have been incredibly intense and I
feel I need to rest and recover my
body fully. So that’s exactly what I
will do, a bit longer this time. I've

decided to end my season here,
which means I won’t be playing
any more tournaments this year...

“As always, I'll come back with
passion and motivation to keep
improving...”

The former world number one,
who has slipped to ninth in the
rankings, served a short suspen-
sion in late 2024 after an inad-
vertent doping violation linked to
contaminated melatonin, a sleep
medication.
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Ronaldo let Man United down, says former coach Ten Hag

AFP
London

ormer Manchester United manager
Erik ten Hag has accused Cristiano
Ronaldo of letting the team down
during his time in charge. Portu-
gal star Ronaldo was in his second spell at
United when Ten Hag was hired in 2022.

Ten Hag’s relationship with Ronaldo
quickly became tense and the striker re-
fused to come on as a substitute in a win
over Tottenham in the October 2022.

Ronaldo was dropped for a subsequent
match against Chelsea, prompting him to
give an explosive television interview in
which he said he felt betrayed by United
and did not respect Ten Hag.

The former Real Madrid forward’s con-
tract at United was mutually terminated
the following month.

“He let the team down, and he let me
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down, because we planned with him,” Ten
Hag said in an interview with The Athletic.
“Obviously, he’s one of the best in football
history. I respected him a lot. But at that
time, as a manager,  had to make a rational
decision and keep the players I admire in.”

Ten Hag said Ronaldo pulled out of
training sessions and did not complete
the full run that players were set after they
were beaten 4-0 by Brentford early in his
reign. “I confronted him with this. Many
times I say, ‘Ronnie, everyone wants to
work for you to bring you in the right posi-
tion, but if you can’t bring yourself in the
box, you can’t score’ He was not capable to
do this,” Ten Hag said.

“It’s the wrong idea to put this to me
that I expected him to do the pressing,
that he’s exhausted. But he couldn’t. He
ran neither in possession nor out of pos-
session. The reason was because he didn’t
prepare himself”

Ten Hag also claimed promises made by

United’s owners went unfulfilled before he
was sacked in 2024, shortly after signing
a new contract. Although United won the
FA Cup just months earlier with a surprise
final victory against Manchester City, Ten
Hag was axed with the team languishing in
14th place in the Premier League.

The Dutchman blamed the United hi-
erarchy of some of his problems, saying
he was left humiliated when Scotland
midfielder Scott McTominay was sold to
Napoli without his consent. Ten Hag also
said he wanted to sign Harry Kane, De-
clan Rice and Frenkie de Jong during his
spell at United.

“They promised me loyalty, they prom-
ised me backing, they promised commu-
nication, that we get aligned. We spoke
about the issues. But the promises, they
didn’t keep,” he said. “I said, ‘No selling
Scott McTominay’ And in the end they
sold him. I got, of course, very embar-
rassed and disappointed.”

Portugal star Cristiano Ronaldo was in his second spell at Manchester United when
manager Erik Ten Hag was hired in 2022. (Reuters)

Mourinho warns no

PSG heartbreak

fuelling Arsenal,
says coach Arteta

Bayern could be without coach Kompany, Neuer and Kimmich

AFP
Berlin

rsenal coach Mikel Arteta said last

season’s Champions League final

defeat by Paris Saint-Germain was

fuelling his side this campaign, ad-
mitting he had tried but failed to get over the
heartbreak. Arsenal play at Bayern Munich,
one of the favourites for the tournament
alongside the Gunners, today. Arteta’s side
took an early lead against holders PSG in Bu-
dapest in May’s final but conceded a second-
half equaliser and then lost on penalties.

“I've tried, but I haven’t managed,” Arteta
told reporters when asked if his side was over
the defeat. “That’s the reality. So I tried for
many weeks during the summer, but even to-
day, and when I see the ball, when I (hear) the
music, when I see the scenes, I want it so badly.
We know that we have to go step by step, but I
think that’s fired up the team, and all of us in-
dividually, because we know that because of a
penalty, we are not the champions of Europe.
So, yeah, let’s try again”

The English champions have won 10 from 11
matches in all competitions to start the sea-
son and face a short-staffed Bayern. Already
without the suspended Michael Olise and the
injured Jamal Musiala, Bayern come into the
match with doubts around ill coach Vincent
Kompany, captain Manuel Neuer and mid-
fielder Joshua Kimmich.

Arteta said he hoped to see Kompany in
the opposite dugout, adding his side wanted
to face the best version of Bayern in order to
test themselves and improve in Europe’s top
competition. “You want to face the best play-
ers in these kind of games and duke it out with
the best in the world. First of all, as a team,
you see how incredibly well coached they
are, the mindset that they have, the convic-
tion that they have in their reaction and then
in real quality moments that they can produce
throughout the games, when we look at the
goals and chances that they generate”

Bayern striker Harry Kane, who enjoyed a
decade-long rivalry with Arsenal during his
time at Spurs, is in top form and is among the
favourites for the Ballon d’Or, which will be
awarded in late October in London next Mon-
day. Arteta said Kane was “something else, on
another level”, but backed his side’s defence
to take care of the England captain. They get
tested a lot in the Premier League and they’ve
already done it in the Champions League.”

ARTETA ALWAYS A LEADER, SAYS
FORMER TEAMMATE GNABRY
Meanwhile, Bayern Munich winger Serge
Gnabry is not surprised former team-mate
Mikel Arteta became a successful coach, say-
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Arsenal manager Mikel Arteta (right) speaks to assistant coach Gabriel Heinze during a

training session in London yesterday. (Reuters)

Bayern Munich winger Serge Gnabry speaks
at a press conference.

ing the Arsenal boss was always a leader in the
dressing room.

Gnabry, who started his club career at Arse-
nal, will go up against Arteta’s Gunners at the
Allianz Arena today in the Champions League.

“He was certainly a leader within our team
back then. He was the captain during the
season we played together,” Gnabry told re-
porters. “I remember him helping us out. He
shared a lot of advice with us. He was always
very approachable and open. That just goes to
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show what a kind person he is. He led the team
to great success. It’s not that we saw it com-
ing, but he’s clearly developed further and has
done a fantastic job””

The 31-year-old Germany international ad-
mitted it was “strange” to face a team coached
by a former teammate, but added: “It’s a spe-
cial match for me -playing against my former
club. The club where I spent many years, I
grew up there from the age 0of 16

English assistant coach Aaron Danks took
yesterday’s press conference and could step in
for Kompany today, but said there would be no
extra personal motivation for the match.

“I think it’s always Bayern Munich’s victory.
I know Vince would be really strong on this,
it’s never about anybody’s individual achieve-
ments, it’s always about the collective, about
the group,” he said. “When you come to work
with a club like Bayern Munich, you know it’s
much bigger than all of us.”

Kompany was on the sidelines for Satur-
day’s 6-1 win over RB Leipzig in the Bundes-
liga but had difficulty walking and did not take
the post-match press conference. “For me,
not too much changes,” Danks said. “I plan the
training sessions every day, and I take quite a
lead on the grass. Obviously, when Vincent’s
not with us, we miss having him around... You
know him as a person, he’s areal leader”

‘untouchable’ stars

AFP
Madrid

eal Madrid coach Jose
Mourinho warned Bra-
zilian winger Vinicius Jun-
ior and the team’s other
stars that no-one is “untouchable”.

Vinicius has struggled for form
this season and is serving a four-
match ban in La Liga for hair-
pulling, but is available as Madrid
host RB Leipzig in the Champi-
ons League today. Ivorian winger
Yan Diomande, the club’s record
140mn euro ($157mn) signing, has
impressed in recent weeks, scor-
ing against Sevilla on Sunday in La
Liga in Vinicius’s absence.

“Only the club badge is un-
touchable,” Mourinho told report-
ers when asked if Vinicius’s place
in the team was in danger given
Diomande’s form. “I don’t like the
concept of untouchable players.
What makes a player untouchable
is not his status, the armband, his
years at the club, how much was
paid for him, what makes him un-
touchable is his performance on
the pitch.”

Mourinho said Vinicius would
play on the left wing against Leip-
zig and he had not yet told Dio-
mande whether he would start as
well. Madrid host the Bundesliga
side aiming for a third Champions
League victory from three matches
in the league phase, but in La Liga
they are third and six points be-

at Real Madrid -

il
hind leaders Barcelona, who they
visit on Sunday.

Mourinho said the team’s level
is still a long way from where he
hopes he can take it. “A long way
off... we've been here three or
four months, it’s impossible to be
where we want to be,” continued
the veteran Portuguese coach.

“We always have to improve, be
it individually or collectively... I
understand the demands (at this
club) are the maximum. I've been
here three years (2010-2013),
and so I know perfectly well how
things are. I can’t lose my direc-
tion... (even though) I know there
is alot of work to do.”

French defender Ibrahima
Konate said the former Chelsea
and Manchester United coach
commanded respect. “He’s a great
manager, I think he has this aura
that not many managers have, be-
cause he doesn’t need to speak and
everyone will listen and respect
him,” Konate told reporters.

Turkiye turn tolocal coach
toreplace Montella

Istanbul: The Turkish Football
Federation appointed Sergen
Yalcin as national team coach,
turning back to a homegrown op-
tion after two successive foreign
managers. Yalcin, 53, will sign

a four-year contract along with
his staff, the federation said in a
statement. He replaces Italian Vin-
cenzo Montella, who was sacked
on October 9 after three years

in charge of the national side.
Montella had succeeded German
coach Stefan Kuntz.

The former midfielder takes
over a team short on confidence
after losing all four of their UEFA
Nations League matches so far,
beaten twice by Italy and also
suffering defeats to France and
Belgium.

Turkiye also endured a
disappointing 2026 World
Cup, finishing bottom of their
group with one win from three
matches. Yalcin spent his entire
playing career in Turkey, notably
with Istanbul giants Besiktas,

Fenerbahce and Galatasaray. A
Turkiye international with 37 caps
and five goals, Yalcin featured at
Euro 1996 and Euro 2000 before
moving into coaching. After spells
at several smaller clubs, he guided
Besiktas to the Turkish Super Lig
title, becoming the first person

in the club’s history to win the
championship as both a player
and a coach.

TURKIYE BANS 147 CLUB
OFFICIALS FOR 45 DAYS IN
BETTING PROBE
The Turkish Football Federation’s
disciplinary committee imposed

45-day bans on 147 current and
former club officials on Tuesday
for violating betting rules, as part
of a sweeping investigation into
gambling in Turkiye football.

The Professional Football Disci-
plinary Board issued the penalties
after reviewing the cases of 448
officials referred by the federation
over allegations they had placed
bets while serving at clubs.

UEFA demands answers from FIFA over Infantino presidency

Reuters
London

EFA has sent a letter to FIFA

seeking answers by November 2

about Gianni Infantino’s presi-

dency, including questions over
the FIFA Forward Enterprise (FFE) project
and the FIFA Peace Prize.

European football’s governing body
UEFA has led calls for Infantino to resign
since he proposed the now-abandoned
FFE project, which involved creating a
company to run the commercial interests
of FIFA competitions, including the World
Cup, and selling a minority stake to pri-

vate investors. The 56-year-old, who is up
for reelection next year, apologised to the
FIFA Council last week and told attendees
to submit any questions they had about his
governance in writing so he could answer
them at the next meeting on December 16.

However, UEFA General Secretary The-
odore Theodoridis wrote to his FIFA coun-
terpart Mattias Grafstrom on Monday
seeking a swift response to 42 questions
covering 12 topics.

“These questions require answers now,’
Theodoridis wrote. “They cannot be de-
ferred until the next meeting of the FIFA
Council - nor can future governance re-
forms substitute for scrutiny of deci-
sions already taken and accountability

for them... We expect FIFA to provide the
transparency required by its own govern-
ing body and to respond fully within the
above deadline.”

UEFA did not outline what steps it in-
tended to take should FIFA not meet the
deadline, but will hope it adds to the pres-
sure on Infantino before November 18, the
cut-off date for any candidates to confirm
they are standing against him in next year’s
presidential election.

The questions were first put to Infantino
at the Fifa Council last week, with Infan-
tino then asking that they were submitted
in writing.

UEFA requested information on wheth-
er Infantino would have held or expected

to hold any position, role or function in
FFE, either during or following his tenure
as FIFA president. The relationship with
Joshua Kushner’s Thrive Capital was cov-
ered in detail, asking why an agreement
granting exclusivity to the company was
signed without prior consultation of the
Fifa Council. Kushner is the brother of
Donald Trump’s son-in-law, while the US
president was awarded the Peace Prize.
Football Association chair Debbie
Hewitt - a FIFA vice-president - said af-
terwards that “if he doesn’t answer those
questions, he’s not fit to be Fifa president”.
A spokesperson for world football’s gov-
erning body FIFA said: “The FIFA Govern-
ance Regulations state that Council meet-

ings and their associated documentation are
confidential. While FIFA intends to reply to
questions submitted by its Council members
it has no intention of breaching confidenti-
ality by commenting on internal commu-
nication and/or documentation to media.
FIFA considers respect for these Regulations
tobe a function of respect for the Council it-
self and for its individual members. FIFA will
always maintain this respect and will not be
drawn into any exchange with any third par-
ties that undermines this.”

UEFA did not immediately respond to a
request for comment. Infantino will stand
for reelection in March 2027, with a No-
vember 18 deadline looming for potential
candidates to submit their nominations.
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