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Amir calls for return to negotiations

His Highness tells opening session of 81st |
UNGA that the absence of regional system | ‘ ‘
of collective security has enabled wars y ]
p It has become possible for one party to drag its
neighbours into a war that is not theirs, targeting

their vital assets and installations.
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Minutes

P This is a crisis that drives up the prices of food
and medicine, and affects the livelihoods of peoples
who have nothing to do with any of this.

» The opportunity for a peaceful diplomatic solution,
which we believe is both possible and realistic,
must not be missed.

» What has transpired in Gaza is genocide in every
| sense of the word and the stain of shame on the
conscience of humanity as a whole.

P (The late Father Amir) passed away this year and was
mourned with profound affection and gratitude by his
people and all peace-loving nations and people across

| the region and around the world.

US President Donald Trump shakes hands with His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani at a multilateral meeting of the
Gulf Co-operation Council during the 81st session of the UNGA at UN
Headquarters in New York City yesterday. (AFP)
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His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani

PM meets Iran FM

HE the Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman
bin Jassim al-Thani met yesterday
with Iranian Minister of Foreign
Affairs Abbas Araghchi. The
meeting took place on the
sidelines of the 81st session of the
United Nations General Assembly
in New York. Both sides discussed
the latest developments in the
region, ongoing de-escalation
efforts. (QNA) Page 2

GT Report
New York

is Highness the Amir
HSheikh Tamim bin Hamad
al-Thani has urged the
reopening of the Strait of Hormuz
and a return to negotiations to re-
solve the Gulf crisis, warning that
the absence of aregional collective
security system has allowed coun-
tries to be dragged into a war that
threatens livelihoods worldwide.
Addressing the opening session

of the 8lst United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly in New York yester-
day, His Highness the Amir said a
peaceful diplomatic solution re-
mained possible and realistic, and
the opportunity to achieve it must
not be missed.

He called for a lasting settle-
ment ensuring security and sta-
bility for the entire region, in-
cluding Iran, opening avenues for
co-operation and guaranteeing
non-interference in states’ inter-
nal affairs.

The region was experiencing

one of its most dangerous phas-
es, he said, describing the crisis
as the cumulative consequence
of years of postponement, tem-
porary solutions and unrealistic
policies.

Qatar, His Highness said, had
consistently maintained that dis-
putes must beresolved through di-
alogue and negotiations grounded
in international law, respect for
sovereignty and the rights of peo-
ples. Unresolved conflicts became
more costly with time, rather than
resolving themselves.

Renewing his call for a regional
collective security system, the
Amir said its absence had enabled
wars driven by considerations un-
related to regional interests and
attacks on neighbouring countries
despite their strenuous efforts to
prevent escalation.

“It has become possible for one
party to drag its neighbours into
a war that is not theirs, target-
ing their vital assets and installa-
tions,” His Highness said.

The Amir pointed out how the
international waterway carrying

nearly a quarter of global energy
trade had been closed, turning
the global economy’s lifelines into
instruments of pressure and bar-
gaining.

“This is a crisis that drives up
the prices of food and medicine
and affects the livelihoods of peo-
ples who have nothing to do with
any of this” ToPage11

Full text of speech on Page 11 and
related stories on Pages 2,3 &12
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Amir meets
UN chief

His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani met
yesterday with United Nations
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
at the UN’s headquarters in New
York. They addressed regional

and international developments,
particularly ways to de-escalate
tensions in the Middle East, as well
as efforts to support initiatives
advocating for peaceful and
diplomatic solutions. The two sides
also addressed ways to enhance
co-operation between Qatar and
the UN. Guterres commended
Qatar’s efforts in supporting the
UN'’s programmes and initiatives,
along with its role in fostering
development and relief co-
operation. HE the Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman

bin Jassim al-Thani attended the
meeting, along with members of the
delegation accompanying HH the
Amir. Officials from the Office of the
UN Secretary-General also attended.
-QNA

Qatar, 7 nations

voice concern
over Gaza plight

he foreign ministers of Qatar and
Tseven Arab and Islamic countries

- Egypt, Jordan, the United Arab
Emirates, Indonesia, Pakistan, Turkiye,
and Saudi Arabia - have expressed deep
concern over the continuing humanitar-
ian suffering in the Gaza Strip and called
for the immediate implementation of
commitments under the first phase of the
Comprehensive Plan for Gaza.

The ministers met in New York on Mon-
day on the margins of the 81st Session of
the United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA).

In a joint statement, the ministers called
on Israel to “immediately fulfill its out-
standing commitments under the First
Phase of the Comprehensive Plan’, includ-
ing ensuring the immediate, safe and un-
hindered delivery of humanitarian assist-
ance and early-recovery supplies.

They called for the rehabilitation of in-

PM meets
Iran’s foreign
minister

HE the Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman
bin Jassim al-Thani met yesterday
with Iran’s Minister of Foreign
Affairs Abbas Araghchi on the
sidelines of the 81st session of the
United Nations General Assembly
in New York.

During the meeting, both sides
discussed the latest developments
in the region, ongoing de-
escalation efforts, and ways to
create appropriate conditions

for dialogue to help strengthen
regional security and stability. =
QNA

frastructure and stressed the imperative
of preserving the ceasefire and ending all
violations.

The ministers stressed that the Road
Map constitutes an integral part of the
Comprehensive Plan and provides the
implementation framework for its Second
Phase.

The Second Phase includes decommis-
sioning alongside full Israeli withdrawal,
the deployment of the International Sta-
bilisation Force (ISF), the assumption by
the National Committee for the Admin-
istration of Gaza (NCAG) of its responsi-
bilities throughout the Gaza Strip, and the
launch of early-recovery and reconstruc-
tion across Gaza.

The ministers urged all parties to ful-
fill their respective commitments in good
faith and without delay.

The statement reiterated the eight na-
tions’ categorical rejection of any meas-

ures aimed at the expulsion or the forced
displacement of the Palestinian people
from their homeland or attempts to alter
the territorial or demographic character of
the Occupied Palestinian Territory.

The foreign ministers criticised the “il-
legal measures” aimed at consolidating Is-
raeli control and annexation, including the
accelerating settlement expansion, land
confiscation, demolition of Palestinian
homes, settler violence and terrorism, and
forced displacement, and called for such
measures to be immediately reversed.

They expressed grave concern over
measures undermining the historical and
legal status quo of the Muslim and Chris-
tian holy sites in Jerusalem.

They welcomed the recent measures
taken by the United Kingdom, as well as
broader national and European efforts, in
response to illegal Israeli settlement activ-
ity, including measures to halt trade with

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-T
Tayyip Erdogan, on the margins of the 81st Session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in New
York. They discussed the strategic relations between the two nations and ways to deepen and expand them
across a range of fields. HH the Amir and Erdogan also addressed key issues on the UNGA's agenda and the
latest regional and international developments, particularly the evolving regional situation and ongoing
diplomatic de-escalation efforts, in addition to ensuring freedom of navigation in the Strait of Hormuz,
thereby strengthening security and stability in the region. The meeting was attended by HE the Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani, along
with members of the official delegation accompanying HH the Amir. Members of the Erdogan’s delegation
also attended the meeting. - QNA

Amir meets Erdogan
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illegal Israeli settlements, and called for
further effective measures to end settle-
ment expansion and ensure accountability
for settler violence.

The statement emphasised that Gaza
must remain an integral part of the Pales-
tinian territory and reaffirmed that the im-
plementation of the Comprehensive Plan
must contribute to the reunification of the
West Bank, including East Jerusalem, and
the Gaza Strip.

The ministers called for a credible and
irreversible pathway towards the exercise
of the Palestinian people’s right to self-
determination and the realisation of a sov-
ereign, viable, and independent Palestin-
ian State with East Jerusalem as its capital,
through the implementation of the two-
state solution.

They praised President Donald Trump’s
leadership, underscoring the US’s indis-
pensable role in ensuring the implementa-

hai met yesterday with Turkiye’s President Recep

tion of the Comprehensive Plan.

They also called for sustained and active
US engagement to ensure that all parties,
including Israel, fulfill their commitments
and obligations and to overcome obstacles
to the implementation of the Road Map.

They stressed that tangible progress on
the ground will strengthen the credibility
of the Board of Peace and the authority
of the plan and create deeply needed mo-
mentum.

The ministers reaffirmed their readiness
to continue working collectively with the
US, the Board of Peace, the Palestinian Au-
thority and all relevant parties to advance
the full implementation of the Compre-
hensive Plan and its Road Map, alleviate
the suffering of the Palestinian people,
fulfill their right to self-determination and
independent statehood and achieve just,
lasting and comprehensive peace in the re-
gion. - QNA

HE the Prime Minister and
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani met yesterday
with US Senator for New Hampshire Jeanne Shaheen on the
sidelines of the 81st session of the United Nations General Assembly.
The meeting dealt with discussing the strong and strategic relations
between Qatar and the US, the means to enhance them, and issues
of joint interest. - QNA

Prime minister meets US
senator Jeanne Shaheen

Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh

\

Al-Muraikhi meets
Ghana, Bulgaria, the
Bahamas ministers

HE the State Minister for Foreign Affairs
Sultan bin Saad al-Muraikhi has met
separately with foreign ministers Samuel
Okudzeto Ablakwa (Ghana), Dr Velislava
Petrova-Chamova (Bulgaria), and
Frederick Mitchell (The Bahamas) on the
sidelines of the 81st Session of the UN
General Assembly in New York.

The meetings touched on co-operation,
relations and ways of supporting and
developing them, and topics of mutual
interest. -QNA

is Highness the Amir
H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad

al-Thani’s speech at the
81st Session of the UN General
Assembly yesterday reaffirmed
Qatar’s firm positions on regional
and international issues and its
commitment to peace, dialogue,
co-operation, and respect for in-
ternational law.

Qatar Chamber chairman
Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim al-Tha-
ni said that the speech came at a
critical time marked by growing
political, security, and economic
challenges, stressing Qatar’s con-
tinued commitment to addressing
them through dialogue, media-

tion, peaceful solutions, and international co-op-

eration.

He lauded HH the Amir’s emphasis on regional
security, stability and good-neighbourly relations,
noting that the security of the Gulf and the region
is closely linked to international peace and stability.

Sheikh Khalifa also stressed the importance of
protecting international waterways, ensuring free-
dom of navigation, and safeguarding global trade.

He noted that the speech stressed that dialogue
and mediation represent a firmly established ap-
proach in Qatar’s foreign policy, rather than an ef-

fort linked to a specific crisis.

Sheikh Khalifa lauded HH the Amir’s confirma-
tion that Qatar would continue to build bridges
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Qatar Chamber chairman Sheikh

Khalifa bin Jassim al-Thani.

Amir’s UN speech ‘stresses Qatar’s

commitment to peace, development’
I

W between different parties and

contribute to the peaceful settle-
ment of conflicts in co-operation
with regional and international
partners.

Similarly, he commended HH
the Amir’s call on the importance
of achieving a just solution to the
Palestinian issue and establishing
a fair international order, noting
that justice requires the appli-
cation of international law and
| internationally legitimate resolu-
| tions to all, without selectivity.

Sheikh Khalifa alsounderscored
the importance of strengthening
the role of the UN and multilateral
action.

He further noted that HH the Amir’s emphasis

on Qatar’s continued investment in development,

education, healthcare, security and economic di-
versification, in line with Qatar National Vision
2030, reflects the state’s commitment to sustainable
development and to building a diversified, competi-
tive, knowledge- and innovation-based economy.

Sheikh Khalifa reaffirmed the Qatari private sec-
tor’s dedication to supporting the wise leadership
across all development, economic, and political
spheres.

He noted that this alignment fulfils the aspira-

tions of Qatar National Vision 2030, driving the

nation’s progress toward sustainable growth and a
dynamic, private sector-led economy.
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Minister meets Rockefeller Foundation presidéﬁt

-

HE the Minister of State for International Co-operation Dr Maryam bint Ali bin Nasser al-Misnad met on Monday with Rockefel-
ler Foundation president Dr Rajiv Shah on the sidelines of the 81st session of the United Nations General Assembly. The meeting
discussed co-operative relations between Qatar and the foundation, particularly in humanitarian and development fields, as well as

topics of mutual interest. - QNA

Al-Khulaifi outlines key
points on straits used for
international navigation

E the Minister of State at the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs Dr Moham-
med bin Abdulaziz bin Saleh al-

Khulaifi participated yesterday in an event
on straits used for international navigation

under the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), on the side-
lines of the 81st Session of the United Na-
tions General Assembly in New York.

In remarks during the event, he said in-

ternational straits are of vital importance
to the global economy and stability, not-
ing that the consequences of disruption to
navigation through a major strait extend
far beyond the states directly concerned.

HE the Minister of State at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs Dr Mohammed bin
Abdulaziz bin Saleh al-Khulaifi has par-
ticipated in a ministerial meeting involv-
ing Qatar, Mexico, Norway and Switzer-
land on strengthening co-operation in
preventative diplomacy, mediation and
conflict resolution.

The meeting was held on the sidelines
of the 81st Session of the United Nations
General Assembly in New York.

HE Dr al-Khulaifi said in his remarks that
the meeting was taking place at a time
of deepening geopolitical divisions and
escalating armed conflicts, underscoring
the growing importance of mediation
among all parties.

He stressed that the four countries share
a commitment to the UN Charter and the

Minister participates in meetingon
preventative diplomacy, mediation

peaceful settlement of disputes.

The minister also commended the
Group of Friends of Mediation, co-
chaired by Turkiye and Finland, for its
role in mobilising support for the United
Nations’s efforts to prevent conflicts.

HE Dr al-Khulaifi said Qatar’s mediation
efforts have, over the years, extended
to nearly every continent, ranging from
securing the release of hostages to
resolving conflicts, negotiating political
settlements and helping countries reach
diplomatic understandings.

In this context, he noted that Qatar

is currently working with Pakistan to
de-escalate tensions between Iran and
the US, safeguard freedom of naviga-
tion through the Strait of Hormuz, and
promote peace and stability. - QNA

HE Dr al-Khulaifi added that recent de-
velopments in the Strait of Hormuz had
demonstrated this clearly for Qatar.

He outlined four key points concerning
straits used for international navigation,

General Assembly in New York.

.
Al-Khulaifi meets officials on sidelines of UNGA 81

HE the Minister of State at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Dr Mohammed bin Abdulaziz bin Saleh al-Khulaifi met
separately yesterday with the Netherlands’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Tom Berendsen, Norway’s State Secretary at
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Andreas Kravik, Libya’s Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs and International
Co-operation Al-Taher Salem al-Baour, Greece’s Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Alexandra Papadopoulou, and
Georgia’s Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Lasha Darsalia, on the sidelines of the 81st Session of the United Nations

The meetings dealt with co-operation, relations and ways to support and develop them, the latest developments in
the region, as well as issues of mutual interest. - QNA

Qatar takes
part in 15th
InnoTrans

atar, represented by the Ministry of

Transport (MoT), Qatar Rail, and

Mowasalat (Karwa), is taking part
int th InnoTrans (InnoTrans 2026),
which opened in Berlin yesterday and runs
through September 25.

An MoT-Qatar Rail-Karwa booth at the
four-day fair is highlighting some of Qa-
tar’s key projects, strategies and initiatives
in smart and sustainable transportation,
including the ministry’s 2025-30 strat-
egy that aims for an integrated, secure,
resilient and sustainable transport ecosys-
tem, with strategic aspirations focused on
economic growth, customer-centricity,
service optimisation, sustainability and
resilience, and workforce development in
line with the goals of the 3rd National De-
velopment Strategy (NDS 3) and the Qatar
National Vision (QNV) 2030.

The booth also features the MoT’s Au-
tonomous Vehicle Strategy and the elec-
tric Robotaxi tryouts and pilot trips, which
were 94% successful with no human in-
terference, as Qatar moves to harness ad-
vanced technologies and smart solutions
in its transportation landscape.

Other key features on display in the
booth are the public bus full electrification

|
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plan, which targets 100% fully electric
fleet by 2030, the Public Bus Infrastruc-
ture Programme that supports that transi-
tion through its bus stations, e-bus depots
and advanced clean energy infrastructure,
in addition to the Qatar Public Transport
Master Plan and the key role it plays in
integrating and connecting all means of
transportation, reducing private car de-
pendency, lowering carbon emissions and
improving the quality of life.

Assistant Undersecretary for Land
Transport Affairs Eng. Abdullah Saif al-

Sulaiti also attended the InnoTrans 2026
Rail Leaders’ Summit that featured inter-
national decision-makers from the worlds
of politics, rail operations and infrastruc-
ture management to discuss global strate-
gies and the resilience of rail transporta-
tion.

The delegation, on the sidelines of the
first day of InnoTrans 2026, held separate
meetings with Siemens Mobility and Hi-
tachi.

Ways to enhance joint co-operation in
smart and sustainable transportation solu-

tions and infrastructure were discussed, as
well as exchange expertise in the industry.

Qatar’s participation in InnoTrans 2026
is aimed at enhancing the country’s profile
in smart and sustainable transportation
landscape globally and keeping pace with
latest industry technologies consistent
with the QNV 2030.

InnoTrans is the leading international
trade fair for transport technology.

The four-day fair, which takes place in
Berlin every two years under its core theme
The Future of Mobility, is subdivided into

which focused on the need for the legal
framework provided by the UNCLOS to
remain the starting point, for the interests
of coastal states and states using the straits
to be addressed through co-operation, for
the International Maritime Organisation
(IMO) to play an important supporting
role, and for consideration to be given to
how the international community should
respond when a strait is unilaterally closed
or navigation through it is seriously im-
peded.

HE Dr al-Khulaifi noted that Qatar’s
view is that the resumption of safe naviga-
tion should not depend on the resolution
of every outstanding political dispute, as
the two objectives can be pursued in par-
allel.

He said that the situation at the Strait
of Hormuz, like any other strait used for
international navigation, should be ad-
dressed through future solutions that
combine respect for the Law of the Sea
with a practical mechanism enabling navi-
gation to be restored quickly.

The minister added that Qatar believes
consideration should be given to devel-
oping an agreed roadmap setting out the
steps to be followed in such circumstances.

He emphasised that the roadmap should
establish clear stages and defined time-
frames.

HE Dr al-Khulaifi stressed that the pur-
pose of the roadmap would be primarily
to provide a pre-agreed pathway for com-
munication, de-escalation and the resto-
ration of navigation before a situation of
disruption develops into a broader inter-
national crisis. - QNA

the five trade fair segments - Railway
Technology, Railway Infrastructure, Pub-
lic Transport, Interiors, and Tunnel Con-
struction - and InnoTrans occupies all the
halls available at the Messe Berlin Exhibi-
tion Grounds.

The InnoTrans Convention, the event’s
top-level supporting programme, comple-
ments the trade fair.

A unique feature of InnoTrans is its out -
door and track display area, where eve-
rything from tank wagons to highspeed
trains are displayed. - QNA

Amir’s UNGA speech outlines vision for regional peace: QNA chief

E the Qatar News Agency
H (QNA) Director-General
Ahmed bin Saeed al-Ru-
maihi said that His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
al-Thani’s speech before the 81st
Session of the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA) was
crystal clear and articulated Qa-
tar’s positions and principles, as
well as its vision for overcoming
the crises and wars affecting the
region.
He said that the vision is based
on an approach that strengthens

the security of states, respects
their sovereignty, promotes dia-
logue and mediation, abides by in-
ternational law, and addresses the
root causes of conflicts, thus pav-
ing the way for enduring peace.

In remarks to the QNA, HE al-
Rumaihi said that HH the Amir’s
speech did not address regional
crises as separate incidents, but
rather offered a coherent reading
of the root causes of tensions and
pathways out of them.

The call for establishing a col-
lective security system in the Gulf,

he said, formed part of a vision
that goes beyond addressing crises
after they erupt and instead seeks
to build a sustainable regional se-
curity architecture that protects
states and safeguards their sover-
eignty, while providing a founda-
tion for co-operation and dialogue
and helping avert conflicts.

HE al-Rumaihi noted HH the
Amir’s unequivocal affirmation
that Qatar’s security and sover-
eignty are non-negotiable con-
stants, suggesting that this posi-
tion has operated in parallel with

Qatar’s steadfast commitment to
dialogue, diplomatic means and
mediation in addressing crises.

This, he added, underscored
Qatar’s determination to safeguard
its national interests while, at the
same time, containing disputes
and preventing them from turning
into open conflicts.

The QNA director-general fur-
ther pointed out that the Pales-
tinian cause plays a central role
in HH the Amir’s vision as an is-
sue that can never be overlooked
when discussing the future, se-

curity and stability of the region.

He said that HH the Amir noted
that ending the war in Gaza, end-
ing the suffering of the Palestinian
people, ensuring their legitimate
rights and establishing their inde-
pendent state are substantial re-
quirements for any just and endur-
ing peace in the region.

HE al-Rumaihi asserted that HH
the Amir’s speech further mirrored
the role that Qatar has chosen in
dealing with crises through me-
diation, dialogue and multilateral
action.

He concluded by asserting
that the broader message HH
the Amir’s speech relayed to the
international community is that
moving beyond wars does not
mean merely managing their re-
percussions.

He added that, at the macro lev-
el, it means addressing their root
causes, building a regional and in-
ternational system better equipped
to safeguard sovereignty, uphold
the law fairly, and unlock political
prospects for peace and stability.
-QNA
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QFFD, IsDB hold summit
on Syria’s financial sector

The Qatar Fund for Development
(QFFD) and the Islamic Develop-
ment Bank (IsDB) convened a high-
level roundtable on the margins of the 81st
Session of the United Nations General As-
sembly to advance co-ordinated interna-
tional support for the transformation and
recovery of Syria’s financial sector.

In the presence of HE the QFFD Chair-
person Sheikh Thani bin Hamad al-Thani
and HE the Minister of State for Interna-
tional Co-operation Dr Maryam bint Ali
bin Nasser al-Misnad, the roundtable dis-

cussed the enabling conditions, partner-
ships and financing mechanisms required
to support financial-sector recovery and
broader economic reconstruction.

The discussion was opened by HE the
Minister of State at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Dr Mohammed bin Abdulaziz al-
Khulaifi, Syria’s Minister of Finance Mo-
hammed Yisr Barnieh, and Syria’s Central
Bank Governor Mohammad Sawaf Raslan.

QFFD Director-General Fahad Hamad
al-Sulaiti and senior representatives of in-
ternational financial institutions and part -

ners also contributed to the discussion.

The roundtable built on a Financial Sec-
tor Gap Assessment and Roadmap com-
missioned by the QFFD and developed
with the Syrian authorities, with technical
support from Oliver Wyman.

The assessment covers the Central Bank
of Syria, the banking sector, capital mar-
kets and insurance, identifying priority ar-
eas for reform and a sequenced programme
of initiatives to boost the financial system.

Discussions focused on translating the as-
sessment into a practical, partner-support-

ed implementation roadmap, with attention
to institutional reform, financial-sector
standards and enablers, state-owned bank
reform, capital markets, insurance, corre-
spondent banking and the requirements for
Syria’s financial reintegration.

Participants also examined how inter-
national partners can align their respec-
tive mandates and instruments, including
financing, technical assistance, exper-
tise, systems, training and co-financing,
around Syrian priorities.

The roundtable marked a shift from

diagnosis towards co-ordinated imple-
mentation, with participants discussing
priorities, responsibilities, milestones,
potential areas of partner support and
mechanisms for continued co-ordination
and monitoring.

The engagement reflects the QFFD’s
broader approach to development finance:
bringing together institutions, expertise
and capital around country-led priorities,
strengthening systems and creating the
conditions for sustainable economic re-
covery and development.

Amir congratulates
Mali’s president

His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani

sent a cable of congratulations
yesterday to Mali’s President
General Assimi Goita on the
occasion of his country’s
Independence Day.

HH the Deputy Amir Sheikh
Abdullah bin Hamad al-Thani sent
a similar cable of congratulations
to Goita.

Meanwhile, HE the Prime

Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman bin Jassim al-Thani
sent a cable of congratulations

to Mali’s Prime Minister General
Abdoulaye Maiga on the occasion.
-QNA
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Forum reviews public sector integrity, transparency

he sixth session of the Arab

I Forum on Advancing Anti-

Corruption Prevention Ef-

forts in the Public Sector, currently

being hosted in Doha, discussed

ways to promote integrity and

transparency and harness technol -

ogy and artificial intelligence (AI)
in efforts to prevent corruption.

The forum, held as part of the
sixth session of the Conference of
States Parties to the Arab Conven-
tion against Corruption, focused
on strengthening preventative
efforts against corruption in the
public sector.

The forum’s sessions addressed
four main areas: promoting in-
stitutional integrity; enhancing
transparency and access to in-
formation; leveraging technol-
ogy, Al and modern technologi-
cal solutions in efforts to prevent
corruption; and strengthening

institutional integration between
parliamentary councils and anti-
corruption bodies.

The first session, titled “Codes
of Conduct: Implementation and
Impact on Public-Sector Integri-
ty’; examined the implementation
of codes of conduct and their role
in promoting integrity.

It also reviewed the experiences
of several Arab countries in this
area, with the participation of spe-
cialists from the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime (UN-
ODC), Hamad Bin Khalifa Univer-
sity (HBKU), and representatives
from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Oman
and Iraq.

The second session, titled
“Challenges and Opportunities
in Facilitating Access to Informa-
tion”, addressed the challenges
and opportunities associated with
facilitating access to informa-

tion and its impact on promoting
transparency and institutional
practices in the public sector.

Specialists from the UNODC,
Qatar University and HBKU par-
ticipated, along with a presenta-
tion on Qatar’s experience in this
area.

The third session, titled “Op-
portunities Offered by Artificial
Intelligence in Anti-Corruption
Prevention Efforts”, examined the
potential of AI technologies to
support and advance corruption-
prevention efforts, as well as re-
lated modern technological solu-
tions.

Experts from the United Nations
Development Programme and in-
ternational academics participated
in the session.

The fourth session, titled “The
Relationship Between Parliamen-
tary Councils and Anti-Corrup-

QatarEnergy

QatarEnergy LNG

Tender Invitation

LNG

tory

TENDER

No. NUMBER / DESCRIPTION

TENDER
ISSUE
PERIOD

TENDER
FEE
(QAR)

TENDER
BOND
(USD)

TENDER
CLOSING
DATE

of industry.

LTC/C/IEPM/7833/26

CODES AND STANDARDS

ONLINE SUBSCRIPTION TO
INTERNATIONAL INDUSTRY

23/09/2026
to 0
30/09/2026

50,000

04/10/2026

Assistant

Scope of Work:

Tenderer to provide online subscription access to the latest international industry codes and
standards, (including ASME, API, DNV, ISO, BSI, IEEE, NACE etc), and other relevant
publications. The subscription shall provide 24/7 access to all Company employees throughout
the contract duration. Duration of the Contract shall be for an estimated duration of five (5)
years with an optional extension of 2 years.

Bid Validity: Bid Offer should be valid for 180 calendar days from the Tender Closing Date.

Place for Tender Collection and Bid Submission:

platform (SMART by GEP).

ITT document for this tender will be available in QatarEnergy LNG website under Suppliers tab
>Current Open Tenders. The bids shall be submitted through the QatarEnergy LNG online

Note: Local Companies (established under the Laws of State of Qatar with local Commercial
Registration) are advised to refer to the tender documentation and In-Country Value (ICV)
Digital Portal: - https://icv.qalen-US/ for details of ICV compliance that may be applicable.

Qatar takes
partin GCC
committee

meetings

atar has participated
via videoconferencing
in the 64th prepara-

ting of the commit-
tee of undersecretaries of Gulf
Co-operation Council (GCC)
ministries of commerce and
the 49th preparatory meeting
of the committee of under-
secretaries of GCC ministries

It also took part in the 6th
meeting of the GCC invest-
ment undersecretaries com-
mittee and the 2nd meeting
of the Executive Office of the
Gulf Organisation for Indus-
trial Consulting (GOIC).
Undersecretary
for Industrial Affairs
Business Development at the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry (MoCI) Saleh bin
Majid al-Khulaifi represented
Qatar at the meetings.

The meetings
a number of items on their
agendas and adopted the nec-
essary decisions and recom-
mendations thereon.

Qatar also participated in
the 3rd meeting of the Per-
manent Committee for Patent
Affairs in the GCC states, with
Assistant Undersecretary for
Commercial Affairs at the
MoCI Saleh bin Abdullah al-
Mana attending.

The meeting discussed a
number of items on its agenda
and adopted the necessary
decisions and recommenda-
tions thereon. - QNA

tion Bodies’; highlighted the rela-
tionship between parliamentary
councils and anti-corruption bod-
ies and emphasised the importance
of co-operation and institutional
integration in supporting integrity
and anti-corruption systems.

Arab officials and parliamentar-
ians participated in the session.

The Conference of the States
Parties to the Arab Convention
Against Corruption is scheduled
to conclude its work today in
Doha.

The conference serves as an
Arab institutional framework for
following up on the implemen-
tation of the convention’s pro-
visions, strengthening co-ordi-
nation and co-operation among
States Parties, and exchanging
expertise and successful practic-
es in preventing and combating
corruption. - QNA

Al-Ansari takes part
in 2026 Concordia
Summit dialogue
session in New York

E the Adviser to the
H Prime Minister and Of-

ficial Spokesperson for
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(MoFA) Dr Majed bin Moham-
med al-Ansari (pictured left)
participated in a dialogue ses-
sion on “Qatar’s Strategic Role
in a Changing Middle East”
as part of the 2026 Concordia
Annual Summit, held in New
York on the sidelines of the 81st
Session of the United Nations
General Assembly, in collabo-
ration with the Doha Forum.

He emphasised that Qatar
continues its diplomatic ef-
forts, in co-ordination with
regional and international
partners, to reach peaceful so-
lutions to the crises in the re-
gion, and to prioritise dialogue
and diplomacy for regional se-
curity and stability.

HE Dr al-Ansari stressed the
necessity of reaching a sustain-
able diplomatic solution to the
crisis with Iran, and creating
appropriate conditions for re-
suming negotiations to con-

tribute to halting escalation
and preventing the expansion
of conflict in the region.

He affirmed the strength of
the strategic partnership be-
tween Qatar and the US, and
the importance of continuing
to promote defence and secu-
rity co-operation between the
two countries.

Regarding the Gaza Strip,
HE Dr al-Ansari affirmed the
continuation of Qatar’s efforts,
in co-ordination with Egypt
and the US, to advance the im-
plementation of the ceasefire
agreement, emphasising the
necessity for all parties to fulfil
their commitments to contrib-
ute to improving the humani-
tarian situation in the Strip.

The Official Spokesperson
of the MoFA also warned of the
consequences of Israeli meas-
ures aimed at changing the
status quo in the West Bank,
and the threat they pose to op-
portunities for achieving peace
and stability in the region. -
QNA

Qatar takes partin GCC-Swiss meeting

Qatar participated yesterday in the joint ministerial meeting for
Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC) ministers of foreign affairs with
the Swiss Confederation, on the sidelines of the 81st Session of the

United Nations General Assembly.

Qatar was represented in the meeting by the director of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs (MoFA)’'s GCC Affairs Department, Abdullah bin

Saif al-Mansouri. - QNA

DOLPHIN

g-t=iga
ENERGY / aalLbl

Dolphin Energy Limited

Invitation to Tender

Tender Number

Description

Deadline for
Submission, 12
Noon (Qatar
Time) on

Tender
Bond

and

ITT-QC-HSE-1942

Security Guard Services for RLIC Plant,
Al Khor Housing Complex, and Union
Trust Tower (UTT)

14" October

QAR 80,000 2026

discussed

Dolphin Energy Limited (Qatar) is inviting companies to participate in the above Invitation to Tender.

Only companies with proven experience, technical knowledge, as well as a demonstrated track
record in the supply of the services required should apply.

How to Tender

Expression of Interest (EOI) Form and Scope of Services/Works can be

downloaded from the company’s website:

https://www.dolphinenergy.com/en-US/Supplier/

Interested companies must complete the EOI Form and submit to company’s
email address within two (2) working days from the publication date of this

advertisement.

Following receipt of completed EOI Form, interested companies will receive a
Request for Proposal (RFP) through Dolphin Energy’s SAP Ariba to tender.
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Great Mosque of Rome exhibition brings a message of dialogue to Doha

By Shaima Sheriff
Staff Reporter

n immersive exhibition
Aon Rome’s Great Mosque
opened in Doha on Monday,
with Italy’s ambassador to Qatar
saying architecture can bridge re-
ligious and cultural communities
and strengthen dialogue during an
uncertain time in the region.
Ambassador Paolo Toschi said
“the whole idea” behind the exhi-
bition is rooted in “the concept of
dialogue and of bridging religious
backgrounds and cultures”.
Hosted at the Museum of Is-
lamic Art, The Great Mosque of
Rome - Immersive Experience
takes visitors into architect Paolo

Portoghesi’s work through an im-
mersive documentary and virtual -
reality exploration.

The Embassy of Italy in Qatar
promoted the project in collabora-
tion with Qatar Museums and Qa-
tar Foundation, with support from
Sapienza University of Rome and
the Islamic Cultural Centre of Italy.

For Toschi, presenting the ex-
hibition in Doha carries particu-
lar significance. He said the city
is “increasingly a capital” that
welcomes people who embrace its
cultural diversity, while praising
“the leadership and the vision of
Qatari authorities”

“I want to acknowledge the vi-
sion of Qatar Museums and the
leadership of Sheikh Al-Mayasa,
Her Excellency, who hosted us at

Ambassador Paolo Toschi

the Museum of Islamic Art,” he said.

“We’ve seen a huge amount
of interest, a full house tonight,”
Toschi said. “People are eager to
learn about a monument of con-
temporary architecture in Rome
that speaks to the bonds between

our communities, Islam, Christi-
anity and other religious commu-
nities that can coexist in peace.”
The exhibition also reflects
Italy’s commitment to cultural di-
plomacy. “The Embassy of Italy is
very committed to cultural diplo-

Sustainability model should
be rooted in resilience, local
conditions: Fahad al-Attiyah

By Joseph Varghese
Staff Reporter

nation’s long-term sus-
Atainability and resilience

depend on developing an
economic model that reflects its
unique environmental and de-
mographic conditions, said the
Ambassador Fahad bin Moham-
med al-Attiyah, formerly Qatar’s
ambassador to Russia and the UK.

Al-Attiyah was addressing the
students, faculty and community
members at Georgetown Univer-
sity in Qatar (GU-Q) yesterday at
an interactive session moderated
by Prof Patrick Laude, GU-Q. Al-
Attiyah previously led Qatar’s Na-
tional Food Security Programme
and is also the founder of Caravane
Earth and Heenat Salma Farm.

“For Qatar, resilience requires
an economic model grounded in
our actual conditions. We must
use our energy endowment to
develop lasting capabilities,
strengthen the productive capac-
ity of our people, invest in regen-
erative agriculture, improve water
efficiency, and develop locally ap-
propriate architecture and part-
nerships. It is to be anti-fragile,”
said al-Attiyah.

Al-Attiyah said: “Qatar’s sus-
tainability journey should go be-
yond improving the efficiency of
existing consumption patterns
and focus instead on building
long-term national capabilities,
strengthening resilience and rec-
ognising the limits imposed by

water, soil, energy and human re-
sources.”

Al-Attiyah identified water,
soil, people and energy as four
fundamental determinants of a
state’s long-term viability. He
noted that Qatar has an excep-
tional energy endowment but
faces significant constraints in
natural renewable freshwater,
productive soil and the size of its
national population.

“The country has overcome
many of these limitations through
engineering, international trade
and imported labour. However,
overcoming a natural constraint
technologically does not mean
the constraint has disappeared,’
he noted

Al-Attiyah also called for great-
er attention to water efficiency
and regenerative agriculture as
part of Qatar’s sustainability ef-
forts. He stated that sustainability
should not be understood simply
as maintaining existing patterns
of consumption through more ef-
ficient technologies.

“Sustainability cannot simply
mean making an unsustainable
way of life marginally more ef-
ficient,” he said, noting the need
for a renewed understanding of
limits, sufficiency, responsibility,
and purpose.

He said the environmental
challenge was a crisis of resourc-
es, pointing out that technologi-
cal progress alone could not es-
tablish the appropriate limits of
human consumption.

The ambassador also linked

Ambassador Fahad bin
Mohammed al-Attiyah addressing
the gathering.

PICTURE: Thajudheen

sustainability to Qatar’s architec-
tural and cultural heritage, saying
traditional societies often had to
organise their lives around envi-
ronmental limits that were more
immediate and visible.

He underlined that water
availability, climate and locally
available materials historically
influenced settlement patterns,
architecture and construction
practices.

“There is no universal model
of development,” al-Attiyah said.
“Applying the same economic
prescription to countries with
fundamentally different environ-
mental and demographic condi-
tions is inappropriate.”

He also highlighted the impor-
tance of traditional knowledge
and craftsmanship as part of a
broader sustainability agenda.

Craftsmanship, he said, com-
bines knowledge, judgement,
responsibility towards materi-

als and meaningful human par-
ticipation. Traditional techniques
should therefore not be viewed
merely as heritage to be preserved
in museums, but as knowledge
that can contribute to contempo-
rary economic and environmental
practices.

The official remarked that there
should be greater attention to
traditional architecture and ur-
banism, organic agriculture and
food, natural handmade textiles,
and the creative and intellectual
fields.

“Such approaches could recon-
nect people with the processes
through which their material
needs are met, while creating sus-
tainable livelihoods and reducing
the distance between producers,
consumers and natural resourc-
es,” he pointed out.

“If we advocate regenerative
agriculture, we must demonstrate
its environmental and economic
performance. If we advocate
craftsmanship, we must develop
markets through which crafts-
people can earn sustainable liveli-
hoods,” he continued.

Similarly, he said natural ar-
chitecture must address practi-
cal issues including construction
methods, regulations, costs and
training.

Al-Attiyah added that initia-
tives focused on sustainable ag-
riculture, natural architecture
and craftsmanship could serve as
testing grounds for approaches
that might eventually be adapted
elsewhere.

QRCS launches environmental sanitation campaign in Sudan

QNA
Khartoum

streets, markets, and residential areas; removal
of waste piles and debris; garbage disposal; im-
provement of public landscape; and enhance-

(MoH) and Khartoum Cleaning Corp (KCC),
the representation office of Qatar Red Cres-
cent Society (QRCS) in Sudan has launched
an environmental sanitation campaign in the
Khartoum East Locality, as part of a large-scale,
three-month program that would encompass

In co-ordination with the Ministry of Health

all localities across the state.

Phase 1 of the campaign targets seven neigh-
bourhoods of Khartoum East, covering an area
of approximately 30 km2. Intensive cleaning
and environmental sanitation activities are
being carried out, including the cleaning of

ment of hygiene and environmental sanitation.

Approximately 330,000 displaced and poor
people will benefit from these interventions/
services, at a total cost of QR28mn.

A Terms of Reference (ToR) document was
signed by QRCS and KCC to outline the roles,
and co-ordination/imple-
mentation mechanisms for both parties, en-
suring effective field interventions.

The launch ceremony was attended by
Khartoum’s Minister of Health Dr Moham-
oud al-Badri, Secretary-General of the High-
er Council for Environment Ghada Hussein
al-Awad, Executive Director of Khartoum

responsibilities,

Locality Abdelmonim al-Bashir, Director of
KCC Omar Othman Ali, and head and staff of
QRCS'’s office in Sudan.

The campaigns are part of QRCS’s efforts to
support local authorities in improving envi-
ronment sanitation and public services, reduc-
ing environmental and health risks associated
with waste accumulation, and strengthening
partnership and coordination with govern-
ment and specialised organisations.

This is one of QRCS’s Integrated Humani-
tarian Interventions project, which involves
a whole set of multi-sector humanitar-
ian projects to support affected and displaced
across various Sudanese states. These projects
cover the sectors of health, water and sanita-
tion, emergency relief, and education support.

macy,’ Toschi said, calling it “a key
mission that we undertake every
month and every season”

He said cultural initiatives be-
come meaningful “at times of
uncertainty in the region’, when
messages of dialogue and unity

can help bring people together.

“Our aim is often to bring here
the top Italian contents that can
inspire,” Toschi said, pointing to
the “great deal of enthusiasm and
warm reception” from the public.

The immersive installation al-
lows visitors to engage with the
mosque through digital storytell-
ing and VR, offering a closer look
at its spaces and craftsmanship.
The exhibition is scheduled to re-
main at the Museum of Islamic Art
until November 21.

For Toschi, the evening’s

crowded galleries offered a clear
sign of the exhibition’s reception.
“People were standing up and able
to take a seat,” he said. “It makes
me very happy, very grateful, and
we will continue on this path”

al-Kuwari

Journalist Mohammed al-Yahyai (left) and Dr Abdulrahman bin Salem

N S

Faces from the Gulf
returns to Alaraby 2

The new season
dedicated entirely to
Qatari personalities

By A Staff Reporter
Doha

laraby 2 is bringing back
A:wmm Mina Alkhaleej”

Faces from the Gulf) for a
new season, continuing its series
of in-depth conversations with
prominent Gulf figures from the
worlds of culture, thought, creativ-
ity and the arts. This season is dedi-
cated entirely to Qatari personali-
ties, drawing on their experiences
to revisit key chapters in Qatar’s
cultural and creative history.

The new season brings to-
gether a diverse line-up of Qatari
figures from a range of fields, of-
fering personal and professional
insights into their journeys, while
reflecting on the transformations
that have shaped Qatar’s cultural
and artistic landscape.

The first three episodes feature
director, writer and actor Faleh
Fayez, who looks back on his ca-
reer and the evolution of theatre

and drama in Qatar; visual art-
ist Ali Hassan, who discusses his
journey in visual art and Arabic
calligraphy, as well as his explo-
ration of the relationship be-
tween lettering and modern art;
and Dr Abdulrahman bin Salem
al-Kuwari, the Qatari physician,
writer and novelist, who discuss-
es his journey between medicine,
literature and writing

Hosted by novelist and jour-
nalist Mohammed al-Yahyai, the
programme delves into its guests’
stories and memories to explore
the people and places that have
shaped their lives, while uncov-
ering personal experiences that
offer a window into the wider so-
cial and cultural changes across
the Gulf. The new season builds
on the programme’s identity as
a documentary talk show that
captures human stories and
preserves the memory of place,
drawing on its guests’ experienc-
es to offer a rich and varied por-
trait of the Gulf, its culture and its
collective memory.

“Wojouh Mina Alkhaleej” airs
every Monday at 10pm. Episodes
are also available to watch on de-
mand via the Alaraby Plus app.

MoECC honours 24 cleaning workers

o e
The Ministi

ry of Environment and Climate Change (MoECC)’s Wildlife

g

Protection Department organised an appreciation event to honour

24 cleaning workers for their dedicated efforts and active role in
maintaining and protecting Qatar’s land environment. The event, which
coincided with World Cleanup Day, highlighted the workers’ contribution
to keeping wild areas clean and supporting the ministry’s efforts to
protect the environment and promote sustainability.

QU, GTA organise conference on Fiscal Policies and Economic Development

atar University (QU), in co-

operation with the Gen-

eral Tax Authority (GTA),
orgaised the Fifth International
Conference on Fiscal Policies and
Economic Development in Qatar
under the theme “Tax Transfor-
mation: Its Impact on Taxpayers
and Tax Authorities”

In his opening remarks, QU
President Dr Omar al-Ansari high-
lighted the contributions of previ-
ous editions in fostering dialogue
on contemporary economic and
financial issues and strengthening
engagement among academic, gov-
ernment, and professional institu-
tions and the business community.

He noted that this year’s theme is
particularly relevant amid rapid eco-
nomic and technological transfor-
mations and their impact on finan-
cial and tax policies and practices.

Dr al-Ansari noted that tax
transformation presents oppor-
tunities to modernise systems
and institutions, improve service
efficiency, and leverage emerging

technologies. At the same time,
it requires individuals and busi-
nesses to adapt to an evolving eco-
nomic environment.

He emphasised the importance
of adopting a balanced approach
that considers the needs of gov-
ernment institutions, taxpay-
ers, and the business community,
promoting transparency and trust
while fostering a stable economic
environment that encourages
growth and investment.

He added that the conference
reflects QU’s commitment to
serving the community and ad-
dressing national and regional
issues. He also highlighted the
University’s continued efforts to
advance scientific research and
develop academic programs that
respond to labour market needs,
including the introduction of a
Minor in Taxation at the College
of Business and Economics.

For his part, HE President of the
GTA Khalifa al-Kuwari empha-
sised the importance of bringing

together policymakers, research-
ers, and experts to exchange per-
spectives on the future of tax sys-
tems and ways to improve their
design and implementation.

He noted that combining knowl-
edge and experience with research
and practice helps deepen the under-
standing of challenges and strength-
ens the development of policies that
respond to economic needs.

He highlighted the evolving chal-
lenges facing economies today, in-
cluding fiscal sustainability, income
diversification, economic transfor-
mation, digitalisation, and chang-
ing global business models. These
developments, he explained, re-
quire policymakers to develop new
tools, reassess existing approaches,
and anticipate future needs.

He also underscored the central
role of tax policy in fiscal policy,
particularly in generating the re-
sources needed to fund public
services and influencing invest-
ment decisions, business growth,
and economic competitiveness.

He added that Qatar National
Vision 2030 provides a framework
for aligning fiscal and tax poli-
cies with the country’s economic
diversification and sustainable
development goals, noting the
importance of coordinated efforts
and national capacity building.
He further noted the importance
of collaboration with QU and re-
search institutions in advancing
these objectives and addressing
the priorities and needs of the na-
tional economy. (QNA)
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Snoonu, TOD partner to
bring premium sports,

entertainment to Qatar

noonu and TOD by beIN
S have signed a strategic part -

nership to expand access to
premium live sport and entertain-
ment for Snoonu users. The col-
laboration will enhance the value
of Snoonu’s membership offering
by integrating access to TOD by
beIN’s premium streaming ex-
perience, making high-quality
sports and entertainment even
more accessible to customers
across Qatar.

At a signing ceremony held
at beIN headquarters, Hamad
Mubarak al-Hajri, founder and
CEO of Snoonu, said: “Snoonu is
evolving into an ecosystem that
brings together the services, ex-
periences and technologies that
shape people’s everyday lives.

Our partnership with TOD by
belN is a natural extension of that
vision, bringing premium sports
and entertainment closer to our
customers through a platform
they already use and trust. As we
continue to build beyond com-
merce and delivery, we’re focused
on creating partnerships that add
meaningful value to our custom-
ers and strengthen Snoonu’s role
in the digital lives of people across
Qatar”

The collaboration reflects a
shared commitment by TOD by
beIN and Snoonu to create more
connected digital experiences
for consumers in Qatar, combin-
ing convenience, technology and
premium content through serv-

Snoonu and TOD by beIN'ave signed trategic partliér;hip to expand access to pfemiu

live sport and entertainment for Smnoonu users

ices already embedded in their
daily lives.

Peter Mrkic, managing director,
TOD Mena, said: “Sport has an ex-
traordinary ability to bring people
together, and our ambition at TOD
by belN is to make those moments
as accessible as possible.

“Partnering with Snoonu al-
lows us to bring premium live
sport and entertainment even
closer to audiences in Qatar,
through a platform that is already
part of their everyday lives. As a
major season of football gets un-
derway, this collaboration gives
more fans a simple and conven-
ient way to enjoy the action on the
screen of their choice.”

The partnership is especially
exciting for football fans, as Eu-
rope’s biggest competitions re-
turn to screens, including the

UEFA Champions League, Pre-
mier League, La Liga and Ligue 1.

Beyond football, viewers can
also access a wide range of sport-
ing events including Formula 1,
AEW, NBA, ONE Championship,
Davis Cup, ATP Tour and all four
Grand Slams. The offering is com-
plemented by a rich entertain-
ment catalogue featuring Sony
and Paramount titles, alongside
Arabic and Turkish movies and
series, TOD Originals, children’s
programming and live channels —
all available across their screen of
choice.

Abdulaziz Algahtani, general
manager, S Cloud & Robotics,
Snoonu, said: “What makes this
partnership particularly excit-
ing is the opportunity to con-
nect commerce, technology and
entertainment in a way that feels

10D |
.

seamless for the customer. By
bringing TOD by beIN’s premium
content into Snoonu’s growing
membership ecosystem, we’re
giving our users more reasons to
engage with the platform while
making access to the experiences
they love simpler and more con-
venient. It reflects our approach
to partnerships: using technology
to create real, everyday value for
our customers.”

The partnership will roll out
over the coming months, with a
series of exclusive offers designed
to bring Snoonu’s growing cus-
tomer base even closer to pre-
mium live sport and entertain-
ment. Together, TOD by beIN and
Snoonu aim to create a more con-
nected, convenient and rewarding
digital experience for audiences
across Qatar.

Qatar seeks to turn Al projects into real-world
solutions with Tasmu-Google Cloud partnership

Al-Kaabi said the collaboration provides an
“integrated environment for developing,
testing, and validating proof-of-concept
models” within the Tasmu Innovation Lab
ecosystem and Google Cloud

By Shaima Sheriff
Staff Reporter

atar is seeking to move

artificial intelligence (AI)

projects beyond experi-
mentation and into everyday use,
with a Google Cloud partnership
supporting startups, government
solutions and skills development
through Tasmu Innovation Lab.

The partnership between the
Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology
(MCIT), Google Cloud, and the
Tasmu Innovation Lab focuses
on turning AI concepts into
practical solutions for govern-
ment entities and key sectors in
Qatar, Amna al-Kaabi, head of
emerging technologies at MCIT,
said at the Google Cloud Sum-
mit Doha yesterday.

Al-Kaabi said the collabora-
tion provides an “integrated
environment for developing,
testing, and validating proof-
of-concept models” within the
Tasmu Innovation Lab ecosys-
tem and Google Cloud.

Instead of focusing only on
technology trials, she noted
that the initiative is designed to
connect experimentation with
challenges faced on the ground.
She added that the partners are

Djibouti seeks Qatar expertise to moc

exploring Al “use cases and ap-
plications that directly address
priority challenges facing gov-
ernment entities and key sectors
in Qatar”,

Al-Kaabi pointed out that the
collaboration brings together
technical expertise and sector
needs, with direct engagement
between experts and joint initia-
tives intended to strengthen Qa-
tar’s innovation ecosystem.

“The core value of this part-
nership lies in linking technol-
ogy experimentation within
the lab to real sector needs,” al-
Kaabi said, describing this con-
nection as essential to helping
ideas progress beyond proof-of-
concept stages.

The objective, she added, is to
enable innovative solutions to
move “successfully from proof-
of-concept stages to sustainable,
real-world implementation”

For Qatar’s emerging technol -
ogy landscape, that shift places
greater emphasis on what AI
can deliver in practice, from ad-

dressing public-sector needs to
supporting businesses and cre-
ating new digital solutions.

The collaboration is also in-
tended to broaden entrepreneurs’
access to advanced technologies.
According to al-Kaabi, Qatar
is expanding access for start-
ups and incubated companies to
Google Cloud technologies, Al
tools and specialised expertise.

She said global expertise and
technologies would be leveraged
“to develop solutions that ad-
dress real challenges in both the
public and private sectors”.

Alongside access to tools,
workforce development is an-
other pillar of the partnership.
Al-Kaabi said the initiative in-
cludes training, upskilling and
knowledge-transfer opportuni-
ties aimed at building a work-
force capable of leading digital
transformation.

The emphasis on people is
central to scaling digital innova-
tion beyond individual pilots. By
connecting startups, technical

Amna al-Kaabi

specialists, government stake-
holders and sector requirements,
the programme is intended to
create a pathway from an idea
tested in a lab to a solution that
can operate in the real world.

Al-Kaabi said the broader
ambition is to support “the de-
veloping and scaling of practical
digital solutions” that contrib-
ute to the objectives of Qatar’s
Digital Agenda 2030.

For al-Kaabi, the focus is on
making innovation useful be-
yond the demonstration stage
by connecting technology, tal-
ent, and real-world needs to
help shape Qatar’s next phase of
digital transformation.

Municipality minister meets
Haitian ambassador

HE the Minister of Municipality Abdullah bin Hamad bin Abdullah
al-Attiyah met yesterday with the ambassador of the Republic of
Haiti to the State of Qatar, Pierre-Richard Cajuste.

During the meeting, they discussed co-operation relations
between the two countries in fields of mutual interest. (QNA)

MoEHE launches charity
initiative to back private
school, KG students

—

he Ministry of Education

and Higher Education

(MOEHE) launched the
“Manarat Elm” initiative in part-
nership with the Sheikh Thani
Bin Abdullah For Humanitarian
Services Foundation to provide
educational support to eligible
private school and kindergarten
students.

The initiative covers tuition
fees, textbooks, uniforms, trans-
portation, bags, and learning de-
vices.

Expanding into higher educa-
tion for the first time, it offers
eligible graduates a 30 percent
tuition discount at Lusail Uni-
versity.

Assistant Undersecretary for
Private Education Affairs Omar
Abdulaziz al-Naama said the
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initiative relies on community
partnerships and philanthro-
pists, with additional social re-
sponsibility projects planned for
this year.

Director of the Private Schools
and Kindergartens Affairs Depart -
ment Dr Rania Mohammed re-
vealed that 18,124 seats have been
allocated under the project, not-
ing that application timelines and
school registration procedures are
being further structured.

Representative of the founda-
tion Dr Ayedh al-Qahtani stated
that participating schools are
listed on the foundation’s web-
site for donor selection, empha-
sising that student applications
undergo strict evaluation using
code numbers to ensure complete
privacy. (QNA)

Theater Affairs Center holds panel
on heritage theatre in Qatar

The Theater
Affairs Center of
the Ministry of
Culture held a
panel discussion
yesterday on
heritage theatre in
Qatar, examining
itsroleas a

living part of the

country’s cultural memory and its evolution into contemporary forms.
The panel, part of a series of cultural events organised by the ministry,
was moderated by Qatari media personality Mohammed al-Hammadi
and explored the history of heritage theatre and its role in shaping
Qatar’s local theatre scene, tracing its development from its earliest

experiments to the present.

Artist Saad al-Bourshaid traced the major artistic milestones of heritage
theatre in Qatar from the early 1970s to the present, highlighting key
theatrical figures who helped shape the genre and establish its place

in the country’s arts scene. He also discussed Qatari theatre’s foremost
international appearances in heritage theatre, along with the recognition
and awards earned by Qatari theatre artists at those events.
Al-Bourshaid highlighted the use of the Qatari dialect in heritage theatre
productions and its importance in preserving each work’s distinctive

character and local identity.

The panel also examined ways to advance heritage theatre, including
key artistic terminology associated with the genre and prominent
productions that marked important milestones in the trajectory of Qatari

heritage theatre.

The discussion formed part of the Theater Affairs Center’s broader
efforts to strengthen Qatar’s theatrical and cultural movement, give

artists and theatre enthusiasts an opportunity to explore local theatrical
experiences, and shed light on the country’s national theatrical memory.
The initiative also seeks to preserve Qatar’s theatrical heritage and draw
on it to develop contemporary artistic experiences. (QNA)

ernise endowment sector: minister

its resources and strengthen human and institutional
capacities, the Minister of Islamic Affairs and En-
dowments of the Republic of Djibouti Moumin Has-

the State of Qatar and draw on its expertise to

Djibouti seeks to build a close partnership with
modernise endowment management, develop

ANNOUNCEMENT

1, SHAWON AHMED MOHAMMED ROWSHON MIAH
holder of
BANGLADESH Passport No. EKO310189
QID No. 28905005647
hereby change my name
from

SHAWON AHMED MOHAMMED ROWSHON MIAH

to

SHAWON AHMED MD ROUSHON MIA

Any objection, please contact
THEPERMANENT COMMITTEE FOR

NATIONALITY AFFAIRS
within 15 days from the publication of this notice.

san Barreh said.

Speaking to Qatar News Agency (QNA), Barreh said
the memorandum of understanding (MoU) signed
with Qatar’s Ministry of Endowments (Awqaf) and
Islamic Affairs provides an institutional framework
for co-operation and lays the foundation for sustain-
able joint projects.

He said Djibouti looks forward to translating the
agreement into practical initiatives that benefit both
countries, particularly by drawing on Qatar’s expe-
rience in developing endowment operations and re-
sources. He also praised Qatar’s experience in Islamic
affairs, endowments, and charitable and development
work.

He said his visit to Qatar reflects Djibouti’s com-
mitment to strengthening bilateral ties and expand-
ing co-operation in areas of mutual interest. During
the visit, he held constructive talks with HE the Qa-
tar’s Minister of Endowments (Awqaf) and Islamic
Affairs Ghanem bin Shaheen bin Ghanem al-Ghanem
and officials from relevant institutions.

HE al-Ghanem said Djibouti is working to develop
sustainable endowment and development projects,
with a focus on productive investment endowments
that preserve the principal while generating continu-
ous returns for the benefit of society. He noted that
the country has already completed several endow-
ment projects, including commercial markets and
residential complexes, and is seeking to expand such
projects and diversify endowment revenues.

He said potential areas of co-operation with Qa-
tari institutions include developing endowment as-

sets and establishing economically and socially viable
projects, alongside initiatives supporting mosques,
religious education and capacity building. He wel-
comed partnerships based on mutual benefit and
sustainability that deliver tangible social and devel-
opment impact.

HE the Minister also praised Qatar’s active role in
humanitarian, charitable and development work in
Djibouti and across Africa, saying such initiatives
have helped address social needs and support vulner-
able groups.

He said Djibouti seeks to move beyond direct as-
sistance toward longer-term partnerships focused on
building local capacities, creating sustainable income

opportunities and empowering beneficiaries to be-
come self-reliant and contribute to development.

He added that Djibouti is interested in partnerships
with academic and Sharia institutions and special-
ized centers to support training, capacity building,
expert and institutional exchanges, and scientific
programs. He also highlighted the importance of
benefiting from modern approaches to religious dis-
course and continuing professional development for
imams and preachers.

Barreh said Djibouti has established the Institute
of Moderation and Culture of Peace to promote mod-
erate thought and a culture of peace, with a mandate
extending beyond the national level to support peace,
coexistence and moderation across the Horn of Africa.

He stressed the importance of co-ordinating co-
operation with Qatari institutions and associations
through the relevant authorities in Djibouti and en-
suring that projects are aligned with the country’s
actual needs and priorities. This, he said, would help
ensure the effective use of resources and maximise
their social and development impact.

He said Djibouti particularly supports projects that
build local capacity and create sustainable opportu-
nities for beneficiaries, allowing their impact to ex-
tend beyond immediate needs to long-term empow-
erment and improved living conditions.

Concluding his interview with QNA, Barreh said
Djibouti also seeks to expand co-operation into the
field of zakat, including the exchange of expertise be-
tween the Djibouti Zakat Office and relevant Qatari
institutions, particularly in managing zakat funds,
improving mechanisms for reaching eligible benefi-
ciaries, and developing economic and social empow-
erment programs. (QNA)
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Katara hosts ‘Dialogue
of Papers’ exhibition

QNA
Doha

s part of efforts to enhance
Acultural and artistic ex-
change and build bridges
of creative communication among
peoples, the Cultural Village
Foundation (Katara) is hosting the
‘Dialogue of Papers’ exhibition in
co-operation with Qatar Muse-
ums, featuring three artists from
Qatar, Japan, and Indonesia.
Running for two weeks, the ex-
hibition presents an artistic expe-
rience exploring the relationship
between paper, cultural iden-
tity, and the local environment
through creative works that com-
bine natural fibres, handmade pa-
permaking, calligraphy, and visual
art. The works embody an artistic
dialogue that transcends geo-
graphical and cultural boundaries.
The exhibition features works
by Qatari artist Yousef Ahmad,
Japanese artist Hayaki Nishigaki,
and Indonesian artist Widi Pan-
gestu, each presenting his own
artistic vision inspired by his cul-
tural and natural surroundings.
In this context, the curator of

/

the exhibition Dr Aisha Abdulla
al-Misnad said that the project’s
central idea stems from the no-
tion that paper is not merely a
medium, but a material that car-
ries the characteristics of the en-
vironment from which it is made,

the knowledge of its maker, and
the visual traditions of the artist
who works with it. She added that
the exhibition offers audiences an
opportunity to discover how this
cultural dialogue has evolved and
acquired new meanings, high-

Ministry of Justice stages workshops

he Ministry of Justice (Mo]),
I through its Center for Le-
gal and Judicial Studies, has
launched a series of workshops
bringing together legal affairs of-
ficials from approximately 90
government agencies to identify
training needs, professional gaps
and priorities for legal workforce
development.

The workshops are aimed at
developing specialised training
and professional development
programmes that address the de-
mands of legal work across gov-
ernment and quasi-governmental
entities.

The sessions bring together di-
rectors of legal affairs departments
and specialists from government
agencies, along with representa-
tives of other entities that benefit
from training programs offered by
the centre.

Participants are delving into key
challenges facing legal affairs de-
partments and identifying priority
areas for capacity building, includ-
ing legislative and legal drafting,
contract preparation, legal memo-
randa and legal opinions, dispute
resolution mechanisms, digital
transformation, and modern tech-
nological applications in legal
practice.

Director of the Mo]J’s Center for
Legal and Judicial Studies Dr Ab-
dullah Hamad al-Khaldi said the
goal is to work with stakeholders
to develop and modernise legal
training plans in line with train-
ees’ needs, while advancing pro-

grammes that are better aligned
with the demands of legal work at
public agencies.

The initiative reflects the min-
istry’s efforts to promote a whole-
of-government approach to legal
training, strengthen partnerships
and co-ordination with govern-
ment entities, ensure effective
training outcomes and enhance
the professional impact of the
centre’s programmes. It also sup-
ports improvements in the legal
and institutional performance of
government entities and their legal
departments, al-Khaldi said.

Al-Khaldi further noted that the
workshops are among the execu-
tive mechanisms supporting the
MoJ’s strategic objectives under
its 2025-2030 plan, particularly in
workforce development, strength-
ening institutional excellence,
improving the efficiency of legal
services, and fostering a culture
of innovation and continuous im-
provement.

By leveraging the initiative, the
ministry is working to forge train-
ing plans based on pragmatic data
and indicators that mirror the
needs of government entities, al-
Khaldi said.

He added that this would en-
sure optimum investment in na-
tional capacity-building and the
development of legal professionals
equipped to stay abreast of legisla-
tive and technological evolution,
while supporting institutional de-
velopment efforts across various
sectors.

The workshops will help forge a
more holistic and powerful train-
ing plan responsive to the priorities
and aspirations of partners, the di-
rector explained.

He noted that they bolster inte-
gration between the MoJ and gov-
ernment agencies in support of the
nation’s efforts to deepen the rule
of law and strengthen the justice
architecture in alignment with Qa-
tar National Vision 2030. (QNA)

The exhibition features works by Qatari artist Yousef Ahmad, Japanese artist Hayaki Nishigaki, and Indonesian
artist Widi Pangestu, each presenting his own artistic vision inspired by his cultural and natural surroundings.
PICTURES: Thajudheen

lighting the ability of art to create
shared spaces for expression and
human communication.

For his part, Qatari artist Yousef
Ahmad explained that the exhi-
bition embodies a shared artistic
exploration with Japanese artist
Hayaki Nishigaki, and Indonesian
artist Widi Pangestu.

He noted that the project began
with a two-week art workshop
held in Qatar, during which the
artists brought natural materials
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from their respective countries,
including Japanese washi paper,
Indonesian mulberry fibres, and
Qatari date-palm fronds.

These materials were combined
to create collaborative artworks re-
flecting the cultural identity of each
country and bringing together Ara-
bic, Japanese, and Indonesian cal-
ligraphy in a unique visual dialogue.

The ‘Dialogue of Papers’ exhi-
bition represents a model of sus-
tainable cultural collaboration

mv \

championed by the Years of Cul-
ture initiative.

It brings together two chap-
ters of a single artistic project in
Doha and gives audiences an op-
portunity to explore the evolution
of the creative experience among
the participating artists, as well as
how paper has been transformed
from an artistic medium into a
space for dialogue among diverse
environments, cultures, and visu-
al traditions. (QNA)

od aid to displaced,

vulnerable people in Nigeria

atar Charity (QC) has

distributed 2,298 food

baskets to displaced and
high! Inerable people across
four states in Nigeria.

This comes as part of the or-
ganisation’s humanitarian re-
sponse to food insecurity in the
country, according to Qatar
Charity’s press report yesterday.

Each basket contained essential
food items to meet the immediate
nutritional needs of beneficiary
families, the report said, ben-
efiting approximately 12,575 dis-
placed and vulnerable people in
the states of Borno, Kogi, and Ni-
ger, in addition to the families of
patients who underwent cataract

QCDC, QFBA launch career adviser preparation programme

Participants to earn NCDA’s
“Certified Career Services
Provider” credential

By A Staff Reporter
Doha

atar Career Development

Centre (QCDC), founded

by Qatar Foundation, and
Qat ance and Business Acad-
emy (QFBA) have opened regis-
tration for the “Certified Career
Adviser Preparation Programme,’
a specialised professional devel-
opment programme designed to
strengthen career guidance prac-
tice in Qatar.

Running from November 2 to
December 14, the seven-week
programme targets career and
academic counsellors in schools
and universities, career services
providers, talent acquisition spe-
cialists, and university graduates
seeking employment in -career
guidance and counselling.

It equips participants with the
knowledge, tools, and applied
skills needed to enhance the qual-
ity of career guidance services
and keep pace with rapid changes
across education and the labour
market, while preparing them to
pursue the Certified Career Serv-
ices Provider (CCSP) credential
awarded by the American Nation-
al Career Development Associa-
tion (NCDA).

Saad Abdulla al-Kharji, execu-
tive director of QCDC, said: “Ca-
reer guidance today is no longer a
supporting service offered at the
margins of education or employ-

QFBA
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ment. It is a strategic function that
helps individuals make better de-
cisions, institutions build stronger
talent pipelines, and societies pre-
pare more effectively for the future
of work. Through this programme,
and through our partnership with
QFBA, we aim to support prac-
titioners with the professional
foundations, practical tools, and
recognised standards they need
to guide young people and com-
munity members with confidence
and impact”

Dr Khalifa al-Salahi al-Yafei,
CEO of QFBA, said: “Career guid-
ance represents a vital starting
point in investing in national tal-
ent. It enables individuals to rec-
ognise their potential, align their
aspirations with the evolving
needs of the labour market, and
make well-informed decisions
about their academic and profes-
sional futures.

“Qur collaboration with QCDC
reflects a shared commitment
to strengthening Qatar’s career
guidance ecosystem by bring-

ing together complementary in-
stitutional and subject-matter
expertise to develop qualified
practitioners equipped with the
knowledge, skills and professional
standards required to deliver more
effective and sustainable career
guidance services.

“We believe that such strate-
gic partnerships help foster more
mature professional practices, ad-
vance human capital development
and cultivate talent capable of
contributing effectively to Qatar’s
national priorities and develop-
ment journey,” Dr al-Yafei said.

Delivered across 13 sessions
on Mondays and Wednesdays,
the programme covers key areas
of professional career guidance
practice, including building effec-
tive helping relationships; career
development theory and its ap-
plication; the use of assessment
in career planning; professional
ethics; the design and implemen-
tation of career planning services;
training and group facilitation;
career guidance for school stu-

dents; job search skills and em-
ployability; career information
and technology resources; and
cultural diversity.

Participants will also undertake
a detailed review and mock-exam
discussion during the final session
as part of their preparation for
the next stage of the certification
process.

The training will be delivered
by experienced career develop-
ment and counselling specialists,
including Dr al-Yafei and a Certi-
fied Facilitating Career Develop-
ment (FCD) Instructor; Dr Mah-
mood Salim Almaawali, assistant
professor of Counselling at Sultan
Qaboos University and an NC-
DA-trained Career Development
Trainer; and Dr Hamda Alnaimi,
an FCD Certified Instructor and
Certified Career Counsellor.

The Certified Career Adviser
Preparation Programme brings
together QCDC'’s specialised ex-
pertise in career guidance and de-
velopment with QFBA’s expertise
in professional training and edu-
cation.

Through this collaboration,
the programme offers a pathway
that combines specialised knowl-
edge, practical application, and
preparation for professional cer-
tification, contributing to higher
standards of career guidance
practice in Qatar and a more in-
tegrated ecosystem of practition-
ers equipped to support students,
graduates, jobseekers, and other
beneficiaries in exploring diverse
educational and career pathways
and making more informed deci-
sions about their future.

surgery as part of Qatar Charity’s
eye care project in Yobe State.

It added that distribution was
carried out in co-operation and
co-ordination with the relevant
government and local authorities,
including the State Emergency
Management Agency (SEMA) in
Borno State and the Ministry of
Humanitarian Affairs and Poverty
Alleviation in Kogi State.

Priority was given to persons
with disabilities and households
headed by widows or elderly peo-
ple.

The intervention comes amid
continuing rising living costs
and food security challenges in
Nigeria, particularly in conflict-

affected areas of the country’s
north-east, the organisation said.

In a related development and
under its ongoing “Ibsar” (Eye-
sight) Initiative, Qatar Charity
has recently carried out 1,074 eye
surgeries, which enabled 1,018
beneficiaries in northern Nigeria
toregain their sight.

The organisation has also
distributed 270 white canes to
people with visual impairments
whose sight could not be restored
through surgery.

These efforts seek to improve
eye care services and strength-
en the resilience of vulnerable
groups, according to Qatar Char-
ity. (QNA)

Wifaqwins 2025 Award for
Best Social Media Content

The Family  Consulting
Center (Wifaq), member of
Qatar Foundation for Social
Work, has won the 2025 award for
the Best Social Media Content in
the Family and Population Sector.

Presented by the Social Gov-
ernments Institute (SGI) in the
United Arab Emirates, the award
recognises the Center’s efforts to
leverage social media platforms
to raise family awareness and pro-
vide creative, educational digital
content that serves both the fam-
ily and the community.

The award won by Center is
part of the “Social Governments
Award”, an annual honour de-
signed to motivate and encour-
age entities to utilise social media
tools effectively and innovatively.
It highlights successful digital
communication initiatives across
social media platforms in the Arab
world, underscoring their role
in fostering community engage-
ment and advancing methods of
content delivery and service pro-
vision.

This achievement reflects the
Center’s efforts to enhance its
digital presence and transform so-
cial media platforms into effective
channels for raising family aware-
ness and promoting community-
level prevention.

By delivering content that
addresses family, marital, and
parenting awareness-and by tack-
ling contemporary social issues
from professional and preventive
perspectives through awareness
messages, videos, and interactive
posts — the Center helps dissemi-
nate family-related knowledge to
diverse segments of society.

The Center’s social media ac-
counts have played a key role in
extending the reach of family-
oriented messages to the public.
Through diverse digital content-
combining awareness messages,
videos, and interactive material-
the Center fosters awareness of
family issues and brings knowl-
edge and counselling services
closer to the community.

Wifaq Center’s media strategy
centres on delivering profession-
al, accessible, and scientifically
grounded awareness content. It
links digital outreach with the
Center’s advisory services-there-
by fostering a culture of seeking
professional guidance — while
addressing emerging family and
social issues through preventive
and educational approaches tai-
lored to digital platforms and au-
dience needs.

In this context, Executive Di-
rector of Wifaq Center, Engineer
Jaber Rashid al-Nuaimi stated
that this award recognises the
Center’s efforts to develop family-
oriented awareness media that
leverages digital platforms to dis-
seminate knowledge in a profes-
sional and innovative manner.

He emphasised that the value
of such content lies not merely in
reach or viewership figures, but
in the awareness it cultivates, the
dialogue it fosters, and the knowl-
edge it provides to families-ulti-
mately helping them build more
cohesive and stable relationships.

He added that the Center would
continue to expand its digital
presence and utilise modern me-
dia tools toreach diverse segments
of society. (QNA)
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Officials and representatives of partners at the recognition ceremony.

MoL honours partners of heat
stress prevention campaign

By Tawfik Lamari
Staff Reporter

he Ministry of Labour (MoL)
I honoured the ministries,
institutions, and compa-
nies participating in the 2026 Heat
Stress Prevention Campaign. This
recognition acknowledges their
active contributions to the cam-
paign’s success and their support
for the ministry’s efforts to miti-
gate heat stress risks and enhance
compliance with occupational
health and safety standards at
worksites.

The campaign aligns with Qa-
tar’s efforts to strengthen human
protection and improve the qual-
ity of the work environment, con-
sistent with the goals of the Qatar
National Vision 2030, particularly
in human and social development.

In his address at the ceremony,
Hamad Faraj Dalmouk, assistant
undersecretary for Expatriate La-
bour Affairs at the MoL, empha-
sised that protecting workers and
ensuring their safety is an ongoing
responsibility that extends beyond
seasonal measures.

He noted that the 2026 Heat
Stress Prevention Campaign re-

flected the Ministry’s commitment
to addressing heat stress risks
through an integrated approach
combining field monitoring, public
awareness, and collaboration with
relevant stakeholders.

He pointed out that the objec-
tive goes beyond addressing risks
as they arise; rather, it aims to fos-
ter awareness and compliance to
help prevent them.

He added that the campaign’s
figures represent more than sta-
tistics; they reflect the scale of the
effort and underscore the impor-
tance of continued prevention and
awareness of safety measures.

He noted that the conclusion
of the summer working-hour re-
strictions does not signal the end
of the responsibility to prevent
heat stress; safety is not seasonal,
and prevention does not cease
when a campaign ends.

Dalmouk emphasised the im-
portance of employers continuing
to adhere to occupational health
and safety requirements, provide
safe working environments, and
raise worker awareness of preven-
tive measures.

The participating entities were
honoured for their co-operation,
engagement, and responsiveness

throughout the campaign, as well
as for supporting preventive mes-
saging and effectively reaching
target groups.

The honoured entities included
the Ministry of Public Health, the
Ministry of Education and Higher
Education, the Ministry of Mu-
nicipality, Education Above All,
the Public Works Authority (Ash-
ghal), Economic Zones, Qatar Red
Crescent, Qatar Charity, Snoonu,
Rafeeq, Keeta, and Talabat.

Participating government bod-
ies and national institutions sup-
ported the campaign by supporting
health, awareness, and field-based
activities, as well as strengthening
co-ordination and information ex-
change on occupational health and
safety.

Meanwhile, companies such as
Snoonu, Rafeeq, Keeta, and Tala-
bat helped disseminate awareness
and preventive messages to deliv-
ery sector workers, thereby raising
awareness of necessary measures
to prevent heat stress.

The Qatar Red Crescent also
supported health and awareness
initiatives. It provided data on heat
stress-related injuries, while Qatar
Charity and the Education Above
All Foundation contributed to

awareness-raising efforts and out-
reach to target groups.

The campaign, which ran from
June 1 to September 15, involved
a range of regulatory and aware-
ness-raising measures, including
field visits, seminars, and edu-
cational activities, carried out in
collaboration with government
bodies, national institutions, and
private sector companies.

During the inspection cam-
paign, the MoL conducted 1,638
inspections, identified 644 viola-
tions, and took prescribed legal
action against non-compliant es-
tablishments, including closing
388 facilities.

On the awareness front, the
Ministry held 30 seminars involv-
ing 55 companies and benefiting
3,555 individuals; it also conducted
522 field awareness visits and dis-
tributed 1,072 awareness materi-
als. Additionally, according to its
data, the Qatar Red Crescent han-
dled 1,168 heat -stress cases.

These results reflect the exten-
sive scope of the field and educa-
tional efforts accompanying the
campaign, as well as the impor-
tance of maintaining a commit-
ment to preventive measures to
address heat -stress risks.

Msheireb Museums,
Sidra Medicine host
Science Cafe session

QNA
Doha

sheireb Museums and
Sidra Medicine hosted
the 4th session of the

2026 Science Cafe series at Bin
Jelmood House yesterday.

Held under the title “Beyond
the Label: Medications and Sup-
plements’, the session drew a
wide range of participants and
examined the safety and every-
day use of prescription medica-
tions and dietary supplements.

The panel highlighted the need
for clear, evidence-based com-
munication between healthcare
providers, patients and the wid-
er public, particularly when it
comes to self-medication, sup-
plement use and personalised
approaches to pharmacotherapy
as the world of medicine con-
tinue to evolve due to a range of
new stud-based new inventions
in the field.

Commenting on the event,
Manager of Operations and Visi-
tor Relations at Msheireb Mu-
seums Mohammed al-Yousuf
said, “Science Café reflects our
commitment at Msheireb Mu-
seums to creating opportunities
for meaningful dialogue around
issues that affect our communi-
ties”

“Through this session, we are
helping to make important con-
versations around the safe and
informed use of medications and
supplements more accessible,
while encouraging the public
to engage with evidence-based
information and better under-
stand the factors that can influ-
ence their health and wellbeing,”
al-Yousuf added.

In turn, Research Manager at
Sidra Medicine and organiser of
the Science Cafe series Dr Sa-
har Da’as highlighted the im-
portance of such sessions, “The
strength of our Science Cafe
session lies in bringing together

diverse perspectives on how
medications and supplements
intersect with health — from
safe and appropriate medica-
tion use and patient education
to nutrition, sports perform-
ance, genomics and personalised
medicine”

Moderated by Ibrahim El Se-
nousy from Erada Fitness, the
session brought together Ex-
ecutive Director of Research
and Scientific Support at Asp-
etar Prof Marco Cardinale and
Deputy Chief of the Drug Supply
Department at Hamad Medical
Corporation Dr Anas Hamad.

Sidra Medicine panelists in-
cluded Director of Pharmacy
Fathea Adhier; Acting Direc-
tor of Advanced Research Core
Dr Sara Tomei; and Dr Annalisa
Terranegra, who leads the Labo-
ratory of Precision Nutrition.

The Panelists examined the
evidence behind the effective-
ness, safety and regulation of
vitamins, minerals and herb-
al products, and considered
pharmacogenomics and per-
sonalised dosing, including the
role genetics can play in tai-
loring medication choices and
dosages.

They also highlighted emerg-
ing opportunities in pharma-
cogenomics and personalised
dosing, including how genetic
information may help tailor
medication choices and improve
treatment outcomes.

Now in its 3rd year, the Sci-
ence Cafe series remains a cor-
nerstone of the partnership be-
tween Msheireb Museums and
Sidra Medicine and their shared
engagement with the commu-
nity.

The initiative uses open fo-
rums to share research findings
in plain language, translating
complex information into acces-
sible dialogue and keeping the
public informed about the medi-
cal and scientific advances shap-
ing the future of healthcare.

The Next Generation School and ILM Education Consultants partner
to launch a structured professional development programme

TNG cambus leadership teams with senior leadership, ILM Consultant

he Next Generation School
T(TNG) and ILM Education
Consultants have formal-
ised a landmark partnership to de-
liver a structured, high-level pro-
fessional development programme
in pedagogy for educators across
TNG’s seven campuses.
The agreement was marked at
a signing ceremony held at TNG
Al-Wakra Secondary Campus, at-
tended by representatives from the
British Council, the Embassy of
Pakistan, community partners, ac-
ademic partners, TNG leadership,
and ILM Education Consultants.
The partnership represents a
significant investment in teacher
quality at TNG, recognising a prin-
ciple at the heart of the school’s
educational philosophy: the qual-
ity of student learning is insepara-
ble from the quality of the profes-
sional learning teachers undertake.
Unlike conventional workshop-
based training, the new pro-
gramme is designed as a rigorous,
reflective pathway that supports
teachers to engage with educa-
tional research, examine their own

practice, and translate new ideas
into measurable classroom impact.
It moves beyond campus-specific
professional development to create
a unified, high-quality experience
for educators across all seven TNG
campuses.

Speaking at the ceremony, Ri-
yaz Ahmed Bakali, director of The
Next Generation School, reaf-
firmed the school’s commitment to
continuous professional growth:
“We teach to learn, and we learn
to teach. At TNG, the continuous
professional development of our
educators is not an add-on — it is
at the very heart of what quality
education means. This partnership
is an investment in our teachers,
and through them, in every stu-
dent we serve.”

The initiative builds on TNG’s
existing culture of Inquiry, Evi-
dence, reflective practice and
data-informed decision-making.
Ailia Rizvi, principal of TNG, em-
phasised the school’s approach to
professional learning.

“At TNG, we are fortunate to be
part of a team that is not afraid to

ask difficult questions, to review
and rethink educational processes,
to dig into data and evidence to
evaluate the impact of our inter-
ventions, and to take responsible
decisions that support teacher
development and improve student
attainment.”

The programme will be delivered
in partnership with ILM Education
Consultants, a specialist provider
of leadership development and
school improvement support.

Iram Myford, CEO of ILM Edu-
cation Consultants, introduced
the initiative and outlined how the
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programme will support TNG edu-
cators in developing their peda-
gogical practice.

“This programme is designed to
move beyond theory. It supports
teachers to reflect on their prac-
tice, engage with evidence, and
apply what they learn in real class-
rooms, with real students. Our role
is to provide the structure and ex-
pertise that turns professional de-
velopment into lasting change in
teaching and learning”

The presence of representa-
tives from the British Council, the
Embassy of Pakistan, community

s g\ ' LM -
A group photo featuring TNG and ILM leadership with community and academic partners.

Qatar participates in celebration of World Cleanup Day

QNA
Beijing

he State of Qatar partici-
I pated in the global celebra-
tion of World Cleanup Day
2026, hosted by the city of Shaox-
ing in Zhejiang Province, China, in
an event jointly organised by the
United Nations Human Settle-
ments Programme (UN-Habitat)
and the Ministry of Housing and
Urban-Rural Development of the
People’s Republic of China.

The event witnessed the at-
tendance of approximately 800
officials, experts, and representa-
tives of international organisa-
tions concerned with environ-
mental sustainability.

At the celebration, the State of
Qatar was represented by a del-
egation from the Ministry of Mu-
nicipality.

The main sessions of the ac-
companying forum, held under
the slogan ‘From Clean Dishes to
Clean Cities; highlighted strat-
egies for reducing food waste,

minimising waste at the source,
developing smart city cleanli-
ness systems, as well as enhancing
community participation frame-
works in environmental protec-
tion.

The participation of the Qatari
delegation included an inspection
tour of the accompanying inter-
national exhibition, during which
they reviewed the latest techno-
logical solutions and smart appli-
cations used in the fields of public
cleanliness, waste management,
and recycling.
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TNG CEO Shagufta Bakali and ILM CEO Irah1 Myford signing the

agreement.

partners, and partner schools at
the signing ceremony reflects the
partnership’s broader significance
within Qatar’s educational land-
scape. It signals growing recog-
nition of TNG’s commitment to
international standards of teacher
development and its role in ad-
vancing educational quality across
the region.

The signing ceremony marks
the beginning of a structured,
multi-phase implementation. It
forms part of TNG’s wider strategy

b
T

to build a sustainable, evidence-
based professional development
system that supports teachers at
every career stage — from early ca-
reer teachers to experienced prac-
titioners and aspiring leaders.

The partnership marks another
step in TNG’s investment in its
educators, recognising that when
teachers can learn, reflect, and
grow, they are better equipped to
create meaningful learning expe-
riences and stronger outcomes for
students.

ﬂ

“\l\dﬁEﬂﬂw

Coral shrimp spotted in biodiversity survey

The Ministry of Environment and Climate Change (MoECC), represented
by the Wildlife Development Department, has recorded a species known
as the “coral shrimp,” belonging to the genus Pliopontonia, during marine
monitoring and survey activities conducted by the department’s scientific
marine team. The surveys are being carried out as part of efforts to study
marine biodiversity and document the components of Qatar’s marine

environment.

The coral shrimp lives within brain coral, where its colouration and external
appearance help it camouflage itself and remain hidden among coral
formations. This natural camouflage makes the species more difficult to
observe and identify during field survey operations.

The recording of coral shrimp is part of the ministry’s efforts to document
marine organisms inhabiting Qatari waters and to identify their species,
characteristics and natural habitats. The work also contributes to
strengthening Qatar’s scientific database on marine biodiversity and
highlights the diversity of organisms found in its marine environment.
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Makeshift camp for people displaced by clashes in Yemen. (Reuters)

Saudi launches strikes in
Yemen as thousands flee

AFP
Sanaa

emen’s Houthis yesterday
Y reported a wave of strikes
as Riyadh seeks to repel an
offensive that has seen the Iran-
backed group seize strategic ter-
ritory. The recent Houthi takeover
of Yemen’s Red Sea coast has left
hundreds dead and heightened
fears over global trade and ship-
ping through the vital strait.

It has also forced thousands to
flee, with the UN yesterday fore-
casting the number of displaced
could swell from over 130,000 to-
day to more than 230,000 in the
coming months. The gains made
by the Houthis have cemented
the hold of Iran and its regional
allies over two key waterways in
the Middle East — and the straits
of Bab al-Mandab and Hormuz —
which are major shipping arteries
for global flows of energy.

Saudi Arabia, which backs
Yemen’s internationally-recog-
nised government, has sought to
contain the Houthi advance with
airstrikes. The Houthis have re-
taliated with attacks on Saudi ter-
ritory, including a strike targeting
the capital Riyadh for the first time
in years.

The strike came days after Saudi
Arabia accused the Houthis of tar-
geting the holy city of Makkah,
though the fighters denied the
claim.

In a rare statement, Saudi King
Salman praised the armed forces
and security services for defending
the country, and condemned the
alleged attempt to target Makkah,

calling it “a provocation to Mus-
lims around the world”, and brand-
ed the Houthis a “terrorist militia”

In Yemen, the Houthis said a
strike on a prison killed nine de-
tainees, while they also said six
civilians including two children
were killed in the port city of
Mocha. Two more were killed by
strikes in Yemen’s Al-Jawf prov-
ince, the Houthis added.

As violence has escalated, thou-
sands of families have been forced
from their homes, many for a sec-
ond or third time. “IhopeIcanfind
ahouse to live in with my children.
We're exhausted by the heat, the
dust and the humiliation,” Arwa, a
mother of four children, told AFP
at a camp for displaced people near
Aden.

The Yemen civil war predates
the broader regional conflict, it
has become its most active front in
recent days. Fighting between the
Houthis and Saudi-backed Yem-
eni forces has in the past two days
killed 154 people, military sources
from both sides told AFP.

“The death toll from airstrikes,
clashes and artillery fire in the
governorates of Taiz, Al-Jawf,
Marib and Saada stands at 118)
Houthi military sources said, while
government sources reported 36
killed in their ranks.

Saudi Arabia’s civil defence
agency yesterday issued a warning
of potential danger in the coun-
try’s south near the Yemen border,
the first alert since the Houthis
launched their attack on Riyadh
over the weekend.

The alert, which asked people
to remain indoors and avoid open
areas, was lifted a short while later.

Turkiye, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Egypt
affirm Riyadh’s right to defend itself

Iran-backed Houthis.

The foreign ministers of Turkiye, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Pakistan said
in a joint statement yesterday that they affirmed Riyadh'’s right to defend
itself in line with international law and stressed the need to maintain
safety of navigation in the region, amid escalating attacks by Yemen’s

Following a meeting on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly in
New York, the ministers also expressed deep concern over the ongoing
conflicts in the region, saying dialogue and diplomacy were the only
pat to a sustainable solution. They also voiced their support for Yemen'’s
government in its efforts to achieve stability and peace. (Reuters)

Trump, Greenland, Denmark
sign accord for Arctic security

Reuters
New York

S President Donald Trump

and the leaders of Green-

land and Denmark signed
an agreement yesterday that per-
mits a larger US military presence
on Greenland and may resolve a
standoff over the strategically lo-
cated and mineral-rich island.

The agreement stops short of
Trump’s demand that the US an-
nex Greenland as a US territory to
head off the growing Arctic pres-
ence of Russia and China. But
the deal does codify a greater US
military presence on the icy ter-
ritory, an option that emerged as
Greenland leaders argued against
a complete US takeover.

A text of the deal released after
the event said the US can estab-
lish a “Golden Dome” defence
system in Greenland as a shield
against ballistic missile threats.
The shortest route from Europe to
North America runs via the Arctic
island, which is the location of the
northernmost US military base.

In his speech to the assembled
world leaders at the UN before the
signing ceremony, Trump said the
agreement gives the US “perma-
nent control over security and all
other needs on that territory.”

Trump signed the agreement
along with Danish Prime Minister
Mette Frederiksen and Greenland

Heads of governments of United States, Denmark and Greenland
during the signing of a security pact at UN Headquarters. (AFP)

Prime Minister Jens-Frederik
Nielsen in a trilateral ceremony
after Trump gave his UN speech.

Frederiksen described the
agreement as a deal that can “last
forever” and said it underlines the
importance of the Nato alliance
and respects Greenland’s right to
self-determination.

Nielsen emphasised the impor-
tance of Nato in the Arctic region.
“We believe that it is vital to keep
Nato strong, also in the Arctic,
where the alliance has a key role
to play,” he said.

After the signing, Nielsen
said Greenlanders must now
go through a process of restor-
ing trust with the US. Trump’s
threats to take the island by force
had strained relations with both
Greenland and Denmark.

“Ibelieve the crisis is over now,
but I don’t think the conflict is
over in the sense that this agree-
ment could very well be used — if
the Americans wish — as a plat-
form to force through further
concessions,” said Mikkel Vedby
Rasmussen, a political science
professor at the University of Co-
penhagen.

Greenland, a former colony and
now a semi-autonomous terri-
tory of the Kingdom of Denmark,
sits between the Arctic and North
America and holds vast energy
resources.

The US already operates
Pituffik Space Base in remote
northwestern Greenland. The
deal opens two new military sites:
Narsarsuaq, a former Cold War
airbase whose population has

dwindled to just a few dozen, and
Mestersvig, currently used by the
Sirius Dog Sled Patrol, a Danish
special forces unit.

“We will immediately begin the
process of developing a large mil-
itary presence in the appropriate
location. We will be building two
very major military bases,” Trump
said in his UN speech.

The text of the agreement says
it amends a 1951 defence treaty
that had been the legal basis for
the US presence.

It adds that Washington may
seek further bases in the future,
with details decided by mutual
agreement. The deal has no end
date, grants US aircraft and ves-
sels broad access across Green-
land and its territorial waters, and
bars non-Natostates from estab-
lishing military installations.

It also restricts foreign invest-
ment, effectively blocking states
and investors from countries
outside Nato, Nato partners and
the European Union from holding
control or significant influence in
sectors deemed particularly sen-
sitive.

The deal, which needs approval
by the parliaments of Denmark
and Greenland, marks a shift from
Trump’s earlier ambitions for an
outright acquisition of Green-
land, an island three times the
size of Texas with a population
of only 57,000 scattered along its
rugged coastline.

Trump justifies Iran war at UN, claims to be peacemaker

AFP
New York

onald Trump said yes-
Dterday he has to decide

whether to make a deal
with Iran or “annihilate” the
country, in a bombastic speech to
the UN that appeared tailored to
war-weary American voters. His
threat came amid repeated boasts
that under him the US is success-
fully confronting its adversaries
and reshaping the world order to
its own advantage.

“While others have spoken of
peace, I have made peace. While
others have ignored threats, I
have confronted them,” Trump
told the room full of world lead-
ers at the UN General Assembly in
New York.

Despite claiming credit as a
peacemaker, Trump delivered a
jarring warning as he sought to
justify the nearly seven-month
war against Iran, which he said
was launched to stop Tehran ac-
quiring nuclear weapons.

Korea confirms first project under $350bn
US investment pact despite concerns

Reuters
Seoul

epublic of Korea con-

firmed its first project un-

der a $350bn US invest-
ment pact yesterday and said it is
considering two others, moving
ahead despite profitability con-
cerns and criticism from Presi-
dent Donald Trump over the pace
of implementation.

Seoul has selected a gas-fired
power plant project in Texas,
while also considering a proposal
to invest in two Korean-designed
nuclear reactors as part of a
broader nuclear investment initi-
ative, lawmaker Chung Chin-ook
said on the sidelines of a brief-
ing by Industry Minister Kim
Jung-kwan.

Kim briefed lawmakers in a

closed-door meeting as Seoul
and Washington seek to finalise
implementation of a trade deal
agreed in November last year that
cut US tariffs on Korean goods
to 15%. The investment plans
require approval by a US gov-
ernment investment committee
and further negotiation with US
Commerce Secretary Howard
Lutnick, Kim told Reuters after
the briefing. Trump would make
the final announcement on the
US investment plan, news agency
Yonhap reported.

US officials have criticised
Seoul for moving too slowly on
the investments, especially com-
pared with countries such as Ja-
pan and Trump had threatened
higher tariffs as aresult.

Seoul wants to avoid further
friction with Washington after
Trump also criticised Korea for

“Thave abig decision to make —
will a deal be made with Iran that
lets them rebuild and create a far
greater country?” Trump said.

“Or do I annihilate the Islamic
Republic and do it quickly, never
giving them a chance to kill and

destroy people, countries again?”

A few hours after his speech
said US and Iranian officials had
“productive” talks at the United
Nations. “They had a very good
meeting, a very productive meet-
ing,” Trump told reporters., add-

ing that the meeting lasted about
three hours.

Much of the rest of Trump’s
speech was dedicated to pro-
claiming his own efforts in mak-
ing the US “most powerful coun-
try in the world”

Erdogan urges UN reform, recognition of Palestinian state

Reuters
Ankara

saying “no one who holds humanity, compassion
and mercy in their heart, with a sense of justice
and conscience can turn a blind eye” to what was

Security Council.

establishing trust,” he said.

s0,” he added.

Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan told the UN
General Assembly yesterday the UN had become
unable to fulfill its duty of preserving peace and
called for reform of the Security Council.
Erdogan has for years called for a more
comprehensive and inclusive structure at the

“Let’s recognise that a system in which the will of
more than 190 countries is subject to the whims
of five countries is neither fair nor capable of fully

“The UN, established 81 years ago to maintain
peace and security, has become unable to fulfil this
mission, or rather it has been made unable to do

Erdogan also condemned the situation in Gaza,

happening there.

“(Palestinian President) Mahmoud Abbas, has

been unable to take his place in this hall for two
consecutive years. This injustice against our
Palestinian brothers and sisters wounds the
consciences,” Erdogan said.

He urged countries that do not recognise a
Palestinian state to review their position and for all
nations to increase pressure on Israel to end the war
in Gaza, which he called “our time’s most inhumane,
most embarrassing concentration camp”. Nato
member Turkiye has been one of the most vocal
critics of Israel and its war on Gaza, saying its
attacks amounted to genocide. It has repeatedly
urged for international measures against Israel.
Israel denies accusations of genocide.

not providing assistance over the
Iran war and US officials aired
concerns over the treatment of
US companies, including US-
listed Coupang.

President Lee Jae Myung said
on Friday that commercial viabil -
ity had become a sticking point as
negotiators moved from a broad
agreement to the details of in-
dividual projects and Seoul had
sought to ensure “commercially
reasonable” investments.

“The announcement of the
first project would be a meaning-
ful initial step,” said Hyun Jung
Je, a Washington-based senior
fellow at policy group Korea Eco-
nomic Institute of America.

“It would demonstrate that
the two governments have made
progress in identifying an oppor-
tunity that they believe can serve
the interests of both countries.”

EU agrees to lift sanctions
on two Russian oligarchs

AFP
Brussels

U countries yesterday
Eagreed a compromise deal

to prolong sanctions on
Russia that will see oligarchs
Alisher Usmanov and Mikhail
Fridman removed from the
blacklist, diplomats said.

As time ticked down to a
deadline, diplomats said that
Latvia agreed to drop its veto
after days of bitter opposition
to efforts to secure the exemp-
tions led by France. Ukraine
has lashed out against the push
to remove the asset freezes and
visa bans on the two billionaires,
arguing the EU should be ratch-
eting up pressure on Moscow.

The agreement sees the EU’s
sanctions on some 3,000 other

individuals and entities over
the war in Ukraine extended for
three years. The list includes
President Vladimir Putin.

“The compromise will involve
an extension of the regime for
36 months, until 22 September
2029,” a spokesman for Ireland,
which holds the EU’s rotating
presidency, said.

“The decision was also taken
to delist certain individuals un-
der the regime”

EU countries had been wran-
gling furiously after France
joined Slovakia in demanding
Russian-Uzbek billionaire Us-
manov be removed from the
blacklist.

Luxembourg then seized
upon the demand by Paris to in-
sist that if sanctions were lifted
on Usmanov, then they should
be lifted for Fridman as well.

Burnham wants ‘Made in Europe’ plan to involve Britain

Reuters
New York/London

rime Minister Andy Burn-
Pham said he would argue

for Britain to be a “trusted
partner” to the European Un-
ion’s “Made in Europe” scheme,
saying they should not be pit-
ted as enemies on a policy that
has the potential to hammer the
UK’s car industry.

The Made in Europe policy
aims to curb reliance on Chinese
components by prioritising Eu-
ropean-made goods — a worry for
the British auto industry which
feeds parts into EU supply chains
and sells cars across the bloc.

Travelling to New York for his
first UN General Assembly as

prime minister, Burnham told re-
porters he believed there was sup-
port for Britain to have access to
the scheme. “Europe’s argument
is not with us. We both suffer the
same effects as other countries,
particularly steel,” he said.

Britain has argued that the
“Made in Europe” plan could im-
pact supply chains and create un-
necessary trade barriers between
it and some member countries,
with Burnham urging the two
sides to avoid further “collateral
damage.” He is also anxious not
to miss out on another scheme
after talks to join the EU’s SAFE
defence fund broke down.

“We are making the argument:
we are not your enemies here...
we are not the problem,” Burn-
ham said of the scheme. “Let’s

§
British Prime Minister Andy
Burnham. (AFP)

work towards a trusted partner
approach that doesn’t cause a
problem where there wasn’t a
problem and where we have com-
mon cause.”

The Society of Motor Manufac-
turers and Traders yesterday said
that Britain’s exclusion from the
EU’s proposed “Made in Europe”
provisions would put its auto-
motive industry in jeopardy and
threaten its contribution to the
EU’s economy.

The SMMT said that the UK-
EU trading relationship in the
sector was worth €80bn a year,
and interdependence in supply
chains meant that carmakers in
Europe would also be damaged
if Britain was excluded from the
policy. SMMT Chief Executive
Mike Hawes said it would be an
own goal: “weakening competi-
tiveness, reducing scale and lim-
iting consumer choice”.

Britain’s  uncertain  status
within the scheme is just the lat-

est area of contention since it
voted to quit the EU in 2016. For
those who backed the departure,
a Britain outside the EU would be
free to trade with faster growing
countries around the world.

But since then, the advance
of China, the unpredictability
of Donald Trump’s US and rapid
technological innovation have put
that decision into sharper relief.

Burnham has said he wants to
go further and faster on deepen-
ing relations with the EU, which
improved under predecessor Keir
Starmer following years of dis-
trust. Burnham said he was fo-
cused on a forthcoming UK-EU
summit after it was delayed by
Britain’s change in leader in July,
adding that he hoped it would still
take place this year.

Sudanese
leader’s visa
withheld
over planned
ceasefire

Reuters
Washington

he US is withholding an
Tentry visa for Sudanese

army leader Abdel Fattah
al-Burhan just days ahead of his
scheduled appearance at the UN
General Assembly, according to
a letter from Sudan’s UN ambas-
sador calling on the global body to
intervene.

Theissuance of the visa appears
to have been made contingent on
Burhan agreeing to sign a 90-day
ceasefire proposed by US Senior
Advisor for Arab and African Af-
fairs Massad Boulos, according to
a Sudanese diplomatic source and
a Western analyst close to Ameri-
can and Sudanese officials.

The impasse represents a nadir
in US-Sudan relations since war
broke out in Sudan between the
army and the paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces (RSF) in April
2023, and comes as Burhan is
scheduled to address the General
Assembly on Thursday.

Sudan’s army presented res-
ervations about the Boulos-pro-
posed ceasefire this summer.

The letter, addressed to UN
Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terres and signed by Sudan’s UN
Ambassador Al-Harith Idriss Al-
Harith, asked for the United Na-
tions’ “immediate intervention”
with US authorities to ensure the
issuance of the visa.

“Should this situation persist,
it would effectively prevent the
Head of State of a Member State
of the UN from participating in
person in the work of the General
Assembly,” read the letter, which
was dated September 21.




Gulf Times
Wednesday, September 23, 2026

10

N OrinioN IS

Ringfencing social media: Governments step in to protect minors

ore than 20 countries around the world
M have now taken steps to block or restrict

children going online on social media.
Seven countries have measures already in place
or set to be implemented, with their policies
targeting children under the age of 15 -16. Across the
world, an estimated 95% of teens use social media
platforms including TikTok, Alphabet’s YouTube
and Meta’s Instagram and Facebook.

Amid mounting evidence of cyberbullying,
addictive design, and a teenage mental health crisis,
governments are now shifting away from relying
on corporate self-regulation to enforcing hard
digital borders to combat rising rates of anxiety,
depression, and online harassment. Australia
became the first country to ban social media for
under-16s since December 2025 with many others
following in 2026. However the ban so far appears
to have been widely circumvented by teenagers,
according to datareleased in August.

US legislation aimed at forcing social media
companies to do more to protect children and
teenagers cleared a key political hurdle in May after
Republican Senator Ted Cruz said he would support
the bill. California Governor Gavin Newsom on
September 11 signed into law new restrictions
barring children under 16 from exposure to
addictive features on social media platforms and
banning AI chatbot companion-containing toys.

Last week, the European Commission proposed
banning children under 13 from social media, with
parent-supervised accounts until 15. Enforcement
would rely on a tool Brussels built itself: a free,
open-source age verification app that tells a
platform whether a user meets an age threshold
without revealing their identity.

If passed, the proposed Kids Act would create
the world’s largest social media access restriction,
covering 450mn people across 27 countries. A
smartphone app developed by the Commission is

being rolled out through member states, with seven
pilot countries: Cyprus, Denmark, France, Greece,
Ireland, Italy and Spain. The Commission expects
EU-wide availability by the end of 2026.

It will also be used to prove users are over 18
when accessing adult sites, a restriction already
implemented under the Digital Services Act. Under
the proposed Kids Act, non-compliance with minors’
rules would fall under DSA enforcement, where
penalties can reach up to 6% of global turnover.

Instead of just advising parents on privacy settings,
current global legislation ringfences children through
core legal and technical frameworks such as “direct
age gating and account tiering” that would imposing
hard age limits to prevent younger children from
accessing social networks entirely, while “safety-by-
design” mandates altering the software architecture
itself so that platforms are inherently less hazardous
for minors under 18.

Also “privacy-preserving age assurance” dictates

integration with highly secure, privacy-preserving
age-assurance technologies like the European Union
age verification app or digital identity wallets.

The UN, through agencies like Unicef and
Unesco, has highlighted that while social media
offers opportunities, it presents severe risks to
minors, including cyberbullying, mental health
issues, sexual exploitation, and exposure to harmful
content. While acknowledging the “genuine
concerns” of governments across the world the
Unicef has also said “age restrictions must be
part of a broader approach that protects children
from harm, respects their rights to privacy and
participation, and avoids pushing them into
unregulated, less safe spaces.”

Regulation should not be a substitute for
platforms investing in child safety and laws
introducing age restrictions are not an alternative to
companies improving platform design and content
moderation,” according to the Unicef.

New cadets fri

om the women’s poli
ceremony after completing a six-month training program, in Al-Tall, on the outskirts of Damascus
yesterday. Some 150 Syrians became the first graduates of the country’s new police academy for
women, as the authorities rebuild their security apparatus. (AFP)

New crop of Syrian police
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nder the slogan ‘Our
Pride Is in Our Nature]
Saudi Arabia celebrates
its 96th National
Day today, commemorating the
historic unification achieved by
King Abdulaziz bin Abdulrahman
al-Saud when he announced the
establishment of the kingdom as
one unified, strong, and proud
nation. The occasion reflects
pride in a nation whose story has
spanned generations.

The celebration slogan
highlights the deeply rooted traits
that characterize the Saudi people
from birth, including generosity,
ambition, chivalry, authenticity,
and a commitment to excellence.
These values are embodied in their
daily conduct and have helped
cement the image of the Saudi
citizen as a model of pride and
honour. Furthermore, the slogan
underscores the ambitious vision
guiding the Saudi people to build
a prosperous future, aligning with
the nation’s aspirations and its
coming generations.

This national occasion arrives as
the kingdom continues to achieve
successive milestones through
clearly defined development plans,
stemming from a comprehensive
national vision, under the
leadership of the Custodian of
the Two Holy Mosques King
Salman bin Abdulaziz al-Saud,
and the direct oversight of Crown
Prince and Prime Minister
Prince Mohammed bin Salman
bin Abdulaziz al-Saud. These
efforts have established the
kingdom as a model of growth and
prosperity, and a nation held in
high esteem both regionally and
internationally.

Historic journey

The renaissance and prosperity
the kingdom is witnessing today
are a continuation of a historic
journey forged by a wise leader,
King Abdulaziz, who established
a solid state founded on security,
safety, and stability. His successors
continued the journey of
construction and development,
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bringing the kingdom to its
current stage under the leadership
of the Custodian of the Two

Holy Mosques King Salman bin
Abdulaziz al-Saud and Crown
Prince and Prime Minister Prince
Mohammed bin Salman bin
Abdulaziz al-Saud.

On Sept 23,1932, King
Abdulaziz issued a historic
proclamation, unifying the
country and naming it the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
following a struggle and campaign
that spanned 32 years, during
which he laid firm foundations of
this national entity. The
newly established state was
founded on the principles of
Islamic law, embracing its
tolerant values and humanitarian
teachings, while striving to
promote peace and prosperity,
encourage knowledge and
progress, and look toward a better
future for its people, the Islamic
nation, and the entire world.

Since King Abdulaziz unified
the land of the Two Holy Mosques,
the nation has advanced along
apath forged by determination
and sustained by generations
who upheld its values, ensuring
that the national identity remains
as present in the character of
its people as it is in its history.

He laid the foundations of the
modern state on the principles of
modernization and development,
establishing various ministries
and forging diplomatic relations

in accordance with international
norms and protocols, appointing
ambassadors, consuls, envoys, and
ministers to this end.

Islamicsolidarity

In 1945, the League of Arab
States (LAS) was established
in Cairo, and the kingdom was
among its founding members.
Guided by Islamic principles, King
Abdulaziz advocated for Arab
cooperation and Islamic solidarity.
Under his leadership, the kingdom
demonstrated a prominent
stance on numerous regional and
international events and issues.

In his dealings with his citizens,
he adopted a policy rooted in
consultation (Shura) and mutual

counsel with the people, making

Abdullah bin Khalifa al-Attiyah
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use of opportunities to exchange
views and advice while remaining
guided by the teachings of the
true Islamic faith. This approach,
upheld by his sons after him, had
a clear impact on the development
being witnessed today, based

on cooperation and integration
between the state and its citizens.

He also worked to improve the
kingdom’s social and economic
conditions by prioritizing
education, establishing schools
and institutes, sending educational
missions abroad, and encouraging
the printing of books, particularly
Arabic and Islamic works. He
devoted considerable attention
to the Two Holy Mosques, their
development, and the service of
Haj and Umrah pilgrims.

In 1357 AH (1938 CE), oil
was discovered in the Eastern
Province, boosting the resources
that contributed to the kingdom’s
development and prosperity.

The founding king laid a solid
foundation, leaving future
generations a valuable legacy
rooted in the principle of
unification, which continues to
stand in security and stability to
this day.

The kingdom’s monarchs have,
across generations, sustained their
efforts in construction, education,
progress, and prosperity, leading
up to the current era under the
leadership of the Custodian of
the Two Holy Mosques King
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Salman bin Abdulaziz al-Saud
and Crown Prince and Prime
Minister, a period defined by a
continuous commitment to work
and development.

Saudi Arabia’s 96th National
Day marks a promising milestone
inreaffirming its status as a
leading investment destination
that attracts both domestic and
global capital and serves as a
strategic opportunity to highlight
the economic and legislative
achievements realized under Saudi
Vision 2030; achievements that
have contributed to improving
the business environment and
bolstering confidence in the Saudi
market as one of the region’s
largest and fastest -growing
markets.

New milestones

The transformations taking
place in the kingdom can no longer
be interpreted solely through
mega-projects or economic
figures; rather, they are also
measured by the kingdom’s
advanced standing in international
indices and rankings that track
economic efficiency, the quality
of government performance, the
level of digital transformation,
innovation capacity, cybersecurity,
and the attractiveness of the
investment environment.

The kingdom has achieved
anew milestone in global
competitiveness rankings,
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National Day

securing 13th place out of 70
economies in the International
Institute for Management
Development (IMD) World
Competitiveness Yearbook

2026, rising four places from the
previous year, underscoring its
continued progress across global
economic indicators. Additionally,
the kingdom ranked third among
the Group of 20 (G20), surpassing
most members, reflecting the
rapid advancement of its business
environment and national
economy.

The kingdom recorded notable
improvements across several
competitiveness pillars, advancing
from 17th to 12th place in
economic performance, from 17th
to 12th in government efficiency,
and from 12th to 9th in business
efficiency, while also improving its
infrastructure ranking from 31st to
28th place.

According to the report, the
kingdom ranked among the
global leaders in several sub-
indicators, securing the top spot
in areas such as commercial
service export growth, terms
of trade, banking and financial
service support for business
activities, corporate cybersecurity,
and the number of internet
users. The kingdom also ranked
second globally in indicators
measuring social cohesion,
early-stage entrepreneurship,
and responsiveness to the
need for economic and social
reforms, as well as in public-
private partnerships supporting
technological development. At the
same time, the kingdom ranked
third globally in indicators related
to government policy adaptability,
public finance efficiency, policy
transparency, legislative support
for business formation, and
industrial electricity costs, as
well as indicators concerning
governance and regulatory
compliance.

The Saudi economy recorded
real growth of 4.5% in 2025,
while gross domestic product
(GDP) at current prices reached
approximately $1.275tn, and Net
foreign direct investment (FDI)
inflows totaled around $32.5bn.

Data from the report ‘The

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: The
Heart of the Gulf Economy and
aPartner in Shaping the Future)
issued by the Statistical Centre
for the Cooperation Council for
the Arab Countries of the Gulf
(GCC-Stat) in collaboration with
Saudi Arabia’s General Authority
for Statistics (GASTAT), revealed
that non-oil activities accounted
for 72.5% of the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP), while the non-oil
private sector’s contribution
reached 54%, reflecting the
growing role of productive and
service sectors in the Saudi
economy. These indicators come
as the kingdom continues to
strengthen its economic presence
regionally and internationally,
while contributing to the Gulf
integration process through trade,
investment, the movement of
people, energy, technology, and
other sectors.

Gulf integration

As an indication of expanding
commercial activity, the kingdom’s
volume of merchandise trade
reached approximately $565.3bn
in 2025, reflecting this growth
and the kingdom’s increasing
importance in regional and
international trade. Regarding Gulf
integration, data showed increased
movement of individuals, labour,
and investment between the
kingdom and Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) countries; Saudi
entry points recorded the arrival
of 9.1mn GCC citizens in 2024,
while the number of GCC citizens
employed in the kingdom’s private
sector reached approximately
7,690. In the financial market, the
number of GCC shareholders in
the Saudi stock market reached
approximately 5,749, alongside
353 companies listed for GCC
trading, reflecting the expansion
of investment and ownership
activities among citizens of the
Council’s member states. In
2016, Saudi Vision 2030 was
announced to diversify non-oil
revenue sources, and since then,
numerous Vision initiatives have
been implemented, yielding clear
positive results and performance
exceeding expectations, including
significant economic reforms.
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“We remain deeply convinced that crisis in the

Gulf can be resolved through diplomatic means’

His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
al-Thani addressed

the 81st session of the
United Nations General
Assembly, in New York,
yesterday. Here is the full
text of the speech

Honourable audience,

May the peace, mercy and
blessings of God be upon you,

| extend my congratulations to
HE Mr Khalilur Rahman on his
assumption of the Presidency

of this session, and wish him
every success. | also thank HE
Ms Annalena Baerbock for her
efforts in presiding over the work
of the previous session. | would
also like to commend the efforts
and endeavors of HE Mr Anténio
Guterres, the Secretary-General,
throughout his term of office,
and to express our appreciation
to the staff of the United Nations
organization for their efforts
amid difficult and complex
circumstances. | stand before
you today at a time when our
region is going through one of its
most dangerous phases, and you
are all aware of the dimensions
of the crisis in the Gulf and its
repercussions for the entire
world.

The crisis we are currently facing
should come as no surprise to
anyone. It is the cumulative result
of years of postponement, crisis
management through temporary
solutions, and unrealistic policies.
Our perspective has always

been that the way to resolve
disputes is through dialogue

and negotiations, leading to

fair solutions grounded in
international law and in respect
for the sovereignty of states

and the rights of peoples. This
remains our position in the
aftermath of the wars we have
witnessed.

The State of Qatar, through its
role as a trusted mediator and
peace facilitator, has consistently
warned that time does not
resolve lingering conflicts in the
absence of a just settlement;
rather, it redoubles their costs.

Honourable audience,

At the heart of the dangerous
situation we are witnessing lies
the absence of a regional system
of collective security -- one that
respects the sovereignty, security
and territorial integrity of states,
promotes the peaceful settlement
of disputes, and non-interference
in the internal affairs of states.
We have previously called —

from this very podium — for the
establishment of such a system,
and we reiterate that call after
recent events have demonstrated
the urgent need for it. In its
absence, it has become possible
for a war to erupt on the basis

of considerations unrelated to
the interests of the countries of
the region; and it has become
possible for one party to drag

its neighbours into a war that

is not theirs, targeting their

vital assets and installations
despite their strenuous efforts

to avert escalation; and for an
international waterway — through
which nearly a quarter of the
world’s energy trade passes — to
be closed.

It has also become possible

for the lifelines of the global
economy to be turned into
instruments of pressure and

“Our perspective has always been that the way to
resolve disputes is through dialogue and negotiations,
leading to fair solutions grounded in international
law and in respect for the sovereignty of states and
the rights of peoples. This remains our position in the
aftermath of the wars we have witnessed”

bargaining, with people on every
continent bearing the cost,
despite being far removed from
the causes of the conflict. This is
a crisis that drives up the prices
of food and medicine and affects
the livelihoods of peoples who
have nothing to do with any of
this.

Despite all that has happened,
and could have been avoided,
we remain deeply convinced,
based on realistic considerations,
that the crisis in the Gulf can be
resolved through diplomatic
means by reopening the Strait of
Hormuz to maritime navigation
and returning to negotiations,

in order to avert war, paving the
way toward a lasting solution that
ensures security and stability

for the entire region, including
Iran, while opening prospects for
cooperation across various fields
and ensuring non-interference

in the internal affairs of states.
The opportunity for a peaceful
diplomatic solution, which we
believe is both possible and
realistic, must not be missed.

Honourable audience,

While we are doing everything
within our power to address the
situation through diplomatic
efforts, we have strengthened our
steadfastness in defence of our
sovereignty, our territory and our
people, and the foundations of
our normal way of life. We have
devised resilient economic plans
and remained committed to our
development projects, despite
the severe adverse impact of the
war and the heavy price it has
exacted.

At every juncture and in every
crisis, we have chosen to combine
steadfastness with flexibility,

and to place the interests of our
nation, its people, and those
residing on its soil above all else.
Our values are not mere slogans
we proclaim, but a reality we

live by and an approach we put
into practice. At their core is the
conviction that the dignity of the
nation cannot be compromised,
and that wisdom and firmness
are two sides of the same coin.

This approach was firmly
established in our country

by the leaders of Qatar, from

the Founder, Sheik Jassim bin
Mohammed bin Thani, through to
His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin
Khalifa al-Thani, may Allah have
mercy on his soul, our Amir from
1995 to 2013, who passed away
this year, mourned with profound
affection and gratitude by his
people and by all peace-loving
forces across our region and
around the world.

On this occasion, | would like to
thank the United Nations General
Assembly for convening a special
session in honour of his memory
and in recognition of his legacy.
The experiences and challenges
we have confronted have
demonstrated that resilience is
the outcome of prior planning,
preparedness and investment in
people and national capabilities.
Accordingly, over the years, we
have worked to assess risks,
secure supply chains, strengthen
the capabilities of our national
institutions, develop strategic
reserves, and forge trusted
international partnerships.
Recognizing the interdependence
of peace, security, development,
human rights and the rule of

law, the State of Qatar maintains
its investment in development,
education, health, security

and economic diversification,

in conformity with the Qatar
National Vision 2030.

Honourable audience,

There can be no talk of a just
international order so long as
Palestine remains a blind spot
within it. What has happened in
Gaza is genocide in every sense
of the word, and a stain of shame
on the conscience of humanity as
a whole. Future generations will
be astonished by the enormous
gap between the scale of the
catastrophe and the level of the
international response to stop it.
Yet the catastrophe continues,
and Israeli leaders have now
begun to openly proclaim that
the most appropriate solution is
to displace the population, which

they call “migration”. When the
extent of global public revulsion
at the practices of the Israeli
occupation becomes evident,
instead of looking in the mirror,
they resort to hurling accusations
indiscriminately in all directions
— at times invoking accusations
of antisemitism, and at others
resorting to conspiracy theories
and accusing other powers and
states of creating their negative
image.

It’s as though there were no
means of communication; as
though Israeli soldiers had not
boasted, through both sound
and visuals, of their crimes; and
as though images of the crimes
against humanity committed in
Gaza had not been circulated by
an entire generation of young
people across the world, east and
west.

From the very first day, the State
of Qatar has spared no effort

in its mediation endeavours to
stem the bloodshed, alleviate the
suffering of civilians, and release
the prisoners and detainees
until a ceasefire was achieved.
Today, we continue our efforts
to consolidate it and to move
towards lasting peace.

And if the Palestinian factions
tend to agree to arrangements
for the collection of weapons,

as stipulated in the agreement,
Israel, for its part, must fully
honour all its commitments

and in their entirety: a definitive
cessation of operations,
withdrawal from the Strip,

lifting of the blockade, and

the unconditional delivery of
humanitarian assistance.

We fear that those who regard
displacement as the solution
will obstruct anything that could
ease the lives of the population,
because it strengthens their
resilience on their own land.

The international community
bears a direct responsibility to
press for implementation and

to ensure that the agreement’s
implementation does not remain
contingent upon the calculations
of a party accustomed to
reneging on its commitments
whenever circumstances allow
it to act with impunity on the
ground.

The continued persecution,
apartheid and settler terrorism
in the occupied West Bank,

the desecration of Islamic and

From Page1

Christian holy sites -- foremost
among them the blessed Al-Agsa
Mosque -- and the usurpation of
the Palestinian people’s rights,
foremost among which is their
inalienable right to establish
their independent state with East
Jerusalem as its capital, remain
an open wound.

Israeli aggression, marked

by arrogance and hubris,

has expanded to encompass
neighbouring countries and

the security of the region as

a whole. Israel continues its
blatant attacks against Syria

and is occupying more Syrian
territories and adding them to
the Golan Heights, which it has
occupied since 1967, without
even bothering to provide any
justification other than its own
assessment of the nature of the
political system that emerged
there after the removal of the
previous regime — as though it
owns tutelage over the countries
of the region.

It publicly declares that it is not
bound by its understandings with
Lebanon, insists on continuing
its occupation of Lebanese
territories, and seeks to assume a
policing role there. Its destruction
of entire villages in southern
Lebanon in broad daylight is
reminiscent of its history in
Palestine.

Dealing with Israel, putting an
end to its harm, and restraining
its unlawful conduct constitute
the true test of the international
community’s seriousness in
upholding values and the rule of
law. Either the law applies equally
to all, or it loses its meaning when
it binds the vulnerable but spares
the powerful.

integrity. In brotherly Lebanon,
we support its state institutions
and its sovereignty over its entire
territory, condemn the Israeli
attacks on it, and stress the need
to uphold the ceasefire and
Security Council Resolution 1701.
In brotherly Yemen, we support
United Nations efforts aimed

at reaching a comprehensive
political settlement based on

the outcomes of the national
dialogue facilitated by the
United Nations, in a manner

that preserves Yemen'’s unity
and sovereignty and achieves
security and stability.

Honourable audience,

The State of Qatar does not
confine itself to playing a
mediating role and facilitating
dialogue among conflicting
parties in the pursuit of peaceful
solutions. We also make efforts
to address the humanitarian
suffering of people caused by
wars and natural disasters, while
supporting human development
in numerous countries across our
region and beyond.

This combination of safeguarding
our vital interests, pursuing

our proven, valued and
internationally recognised

role in mediation and
humanitarian action, and
upholding principled positions
consistent with international
law and international legitimacy
constitutes the foundation of
our foreign policy, with these
four elements as its essential
components.

Qatar will remain an open

realm for dialogue and cultural
interaction among peoples,

and for the exchange of views

“There can be no talk of a just international order so long
as Palestine remains a blind spot within it. What has
happened in Gaza is genocide in every sense of the word,
and a stain of shame on the conscience of humanity as
awhole. Future generations will be astonished by the
enormous gap between the scale of the catastrophe and
the level of the international response to stop it”

Honourable audience,

In our Arab region, we reaffirm
that comprehensive development
and the establishment of state
institutions are two fundamental
pillars for realizing the aspirations
of peoples and achieving security
and stability in the region.

The vestiges of civil conflicts in
some countries and the presence
of armed forces operating outside
the control of the state must be
eliminated. The state’s monopoly
on legitimate arms is among the
most important foundations of the
state, and it is what guarantees
the ability to legislate and enforce
the rule of law.

Concerning brotherly Syria, we
stand with its people during

the phase of recovery and
reconstruction, and support its
state institutions, sovereignty,
independence, and national and
territorial integrity, in a manner
that fulfils the aspirations of

the Syrian people for stability,
development and dignity, based
on equal citizenship.

In brotherly Sudan, we call for an
inclusive dialogue that leads to
sustainable peace and maintains
its unity and sovereignty. In
brotherly Libya, we support the
political process, reconciliation
efforts, and the unification of
State institutions.

In brotherly Somalia, we

reiterate our firm support for its
sovereignty, unity and territorial

and experiences. We continue

to contribute to international
initiatives that bring peoples
together and support
development.

In this spirit, Doha is preparing to
host the Fourth Global Disability
Summit in 2028, reaffirming our
commitment to empowering
persons with disabilities and
building inclusive societies.
Qatar will also host the 2027
FIBA Basketball World Cup,

in recognition of the role of
sport in building bridges of
communication and bringing
peoples closer together.

The expansion of the United
Nations House in Doha

marks a continuation of our
longstanding partnership with
the international organization
and an enhancement of its
capacity to fulfil its mission of
serving peace, development

and human rights. Peaceful
coexistence and dialogue are not
merely one option among many;
they are the only path that leaves
neither a victor nor a vanquished.
For this reason, we renew our
commitment to the Charter of the
United Nations and its purposes,
and affirm that the State of Qatar
will always strive for peace and
facilitate its achievement.

Thank you.

May the peace, mercy and
blessings of God be upon you.
(QNA)

combined safeguarding vital interests,

While pursuing diplomacy, Qatar had
strengthened its defences to protect

its sovereignty, territory, people and
normal way of life. It had devised
resilient economic plans and maintained
development projects despite the war’s
severe impact and heavy costs, His
Highness said.

HH the Amir said Qatar combined
steadfastness with flexibility, placing

the interests of its nation, citizens and
residents above all else. Its values
reflected a conviction that national dignity
could not be compromised and that
wisdom and firmness were inseparable.
“This approach was firmly established

in our country by the leaders of Qatar,
from the Founder, Sheikh Jassim bin
Mohammed bin Thani, through to His
Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al-
Thani, may Allah have mercy on his soul,
our Amir from 1995 to 2013, who passed
away this year, mourned with profound
affection and gratitude by his people
and by all peace-loving forces across our
region and around the world.”

“On this occasion, | would like to thank
the United Nations General Assembly for
convening a special session in honour
of his memory and in recognition of his
legacy.”

Resilience, His Highness said, resulted
from planning, preparedness and
investment in people and national
capabilities. Qatar had assessed risks,
\secured supply chains, strengthened

institutions, developed strategic
reserves and built trusted international
partnerships.

It continued investing in development,
education, health, security and economic
diversification under Qatar National Vision
2030, recognising their connection with
peace, human rights and the rule of law.
Turning to Palestine, HH the Amir said
there could be no just international
order while it remained a blind spot. He
described what had happened in Gaza as
“genocide in every sense of the word” and
a stain on humanity’s conscience.

Future generations would be astonished
by the gulf between the catastrophe’s
scale and the international response, he
said, warning that Israeli leaders were
openly advocating displacement under
the label of “migration”.

He criticised attempts to deflect global
revulsion through accusations of
antisemitism and conspiracy theories,
despite images of atrocities circulating
worldwide and Israeli soldiers recording
and boasting of their actions.

Qatar had worked from the outset to
stop bloodshed, ease civilian suffering
and secure the release of prisoners and
detainees until a ceasefire was achieved.
Its efforts now focused on consolidating
that ceasefire and advancing lasting
peace.

HH the Amir added, “If Palestinian

factions moved towards accepting
arrangements for collecting weapons
under the agreement, Israel must honour
all its obligations: permanently ending
operations, withdrawing from Gaza, lifting
the blockade and allowing unconditional
humanitarian assistance.”

His Highness warned that advocates

of displacement could obstruct
improvements to daily life because these
strengthened Palestinians’ ability to
remain on their land.

The international community bore

direct responsibility for ensuring
implementation, rather than leaving it
dependent on a party accustomed to
reneging on commitments when able to
act with impunity.

His Highness condemned persecution,
apartheid and settler terrorism in the
occupied West Bank, violations of Islamic
and Christian holy sites, particularly al-
Aqgsa Mosque, and the denial of Palestinian
rights, including an independent state with
East Jerusalem as its capital.

Israeli aggression had also expanded
across the region, His Highness said, citing
attacks on Syria and the occupation of
additional territory alongside the Golan
Heights, occupied since 1967.

HH the Amir accused Israel of claiming
authority over neighbouring countries’
political choices, disregarding
understandings with Lebanon, maintaining

Amir calls for return to negotiations

its occupation of Lebanese territory and
destroying entire southern villages.
“Restraining Israel’s unlawful conduct
was a test of international commitment to
the rule of law. That law lost its meaning
if it constrained the vulnerable while
exempting the powerful.”

Across the Arab region, His Highness
identified development and strong

state institutions as essential to stability.
Armed forces outside state control must
be eliminated, with the state retaining a
monopoly on legitimate arms.

His Highness reaffirmed support for Syria’s
recovery, reconstruction, institutions,
sovereignty and territorial integrity, with
stability and dignity founded on equal
citizenship.

Qatar supported inclusive dialogue for
sustainable peace in Sudan, reconciliation
and unified institutions in Libya, and
Somalia’s sovereignty and territorial
integrity.

In Lebanon, it backed state authority
throughout the country, condemned
Israeli attacks and urged adherence to
the ceasefire and UN Security Council
Resolution 1701.

In Yemen, Qatar supported UN efforts
towards a comprehensive political
settlement based on the UN-facilitated
national dialogue’s outcomes, preserving
unity and sovereignty.

HH the Amir said Qatar’s foreign policy

mediation, humanitarian action and
principled positions consistent with
international law and legitimacy.

Its work extended beyond facilitating
negotiations to relieving suffering

caused by war and natural disasters and
supporting human development across
the region and beyond.

His Highness assured Qatar would remain
open to dialogue, cultural interaction

and exchanges of experience. Doha’s
preparations to host the Fourth Global
Disability Summit in 2028 reflected its
commitment to empowering persons with
disabilities and building inclusive societies.
Hosting the 2027 FIBA Basketball World
Cup likewise recognised sport’s ability to
connect peoples. Expansion of the United
Nations House in Doha would strengthen
the organisation’s work for peace,
development and human rights.

HH the Amir congratulated General
Assembly President Khalilur Rahman,
thanked his predecessor Annalena
Baerbock and commended Secretary-
General Anténio Guterres and UN staff for
their work amid difficult circumstances.
Reaffirming Qatar’s commitment to the
UN Charter, he said peaceful coexistence
and dialogue offered the only path leaving
neither victor nor vanquished.

The session was attended by HE Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman
bin Jassim al-Thani and members of the
official delegation accompanying the
Amir.
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QF fosters global dialogue on
tradition, progress at UNGA

By A Staff Reporter
Doha

s the 8lst session of the
AUnited Nations General

Assembly takes place, Qa-
tar Foundation (QF) has fostered
a global dialogue at Goals House
in New York on how inherited
knowledge, cultural identity, and
local wisdom can help address
some of the world’s most pressing
challenges.

Titled ‘Tradition Meets To-
morrow, and bringing together
representatives from the Jane
Goodall Institute of Canada, Aga
Khan Foundation, Harvard Busi-
ness School, Smithsonian Science
Education Centre, and other in-
ternational institutions, the inter-
active gathering at Tavern on the
Green in the US city’s Central Park
reflected the spirit of the tradi-
tional Qatari majlis while aligning
with the mission of Goals House.
On this convening platform, lead-
ers from business, government,
philanthropy, academia, and civil
society tackle global challenges
through collaboration and dia-
logue.

The discussion opened with
reflections on how QF draws on
heritage as a foundation for in-
novation and long-term develop-
ment. It explored how communi-
ties can navigate complex global
challenges by combining cultural
values with forward-looking so-
lutions, while emphasising a mes-
sage that resonated throughout
the majlis: every society possesses
a rich inheritance of knowledge,
traditions, and values that can
guide future innovation and de-
velopment.

Sheikha Aisha al-Thani, man-
ager of Strategic Curation, QF

il

said: “We often think of progress
as something new, something
that has never been done before.
But I think it can be helpful to
see progress as cyclical, drawing
on the knowledge and traditions
passed down through genera-
tions and applying them to today’s
challenges.”

The conversation also focused
on the future of cities and sus-
tainability in a session featuring
experts from global and regional
organisations, including QF’s
Earthna Centre for a Sustainable
Future.

“Climate is one of the greatest
challenges facing humanity, but
it cannot be the only lens through
which we shape our cities,” Héléne
Chartier, director of Urban Plan-
ning and Design, C40 Cities, said.
“When we transform a place, we
must think not only about sus-
tainability, but also about its social
function, mobility, and the every-
day needs of people.

Dr Samie Kayani, sustainable
urbanism specialist, Earthna, ex-
plained, “We work closely with
government partners to co-cre-

Dr Sémie Kyani, Sustainable Urbanism S

ate projects that respond to local
needs, because there is no one-
size-fits-all solution. When we
talk about traditional knowledge,
the first step is understanding how
it can be applied in ways that are
relevant and impactful for each
community”

Reinforcing knowledge as a
driver of progress, the majlis also
explored how education systems
can remain rooted in culture, val-
ues, and identity while preparing
young people for an increasingly
complex future.

Speakers from QF’s Pre-Uni-
versity Education and other
value-based schools, alongside
international partners, discussed
how values-based education can
be embedded across learning en-
vironments while remaining re-
sponsive to contemporary chal-
lenges.

“Progressive education is of-
ten associated with what is new-
est. At Qatar Foundation, we are
helping to frame progress differ-
ently - recognising that heritage,
values and inherited knowledge
are not barriers to innovation,

pecialist at QF’s Earthna Centre for a Sustainable Future.

but part of the knowledge we in-
novate from,” Elizabeth Kennedy,
director of Academyati, a QF
school, said.

Maryam al-Hajri, executive di-
rector of Strategic Initiatives and
Partnerships at QF’s Pre-Univer-
sity Education, said: “Heritage
is not separate from the future, it
is part of who we are. By helping
teachers integrate local knowl-
edge, culture, and lived experi-
ences into the classroom, we can
bridge heritage and future aspira-
tions and equip students to help
shape the world ahead.”

Alison Watson, founder of Class
Of Your Own and Creator of De-
sign Engineer Construct! Learn-
ing Programme, said construction
and the built environment should
play a greater role in school cur-
ricula.

“Education needs to have a pur-
pose, and construction offers a
powerful way to connect learning
to the real world, helping young
people see how the knowledge and
skills they gain in school can be
used to solve challenges and shape
the future,” she added.

WCM-Q students build AI model for cardiac monitoring

By A Staff Reporter
Doha

Weill Cornell Medicine-

Qatar (WCM-Q) medi-

cal student and an alumna
have presented research exploring
the potential of artificial intelli-
gence (AI) and wearable technol-
ogy to support early detection of
cardiac abnormalities outside the
hospital setting.

Dounia Baroudi and Dr Amal
Alnaemi presented their short
research paper, WearAware: A
Wearable-Based Early Warning
Framework for Out-of-Hospital
Cardiac Risk Monitoring, at the
24th International Conference
on Informatics, Management,
and Technology in Healthcare
(ICIMTH), held in Athens, Greece.
Baroudi is currently a first-year
medical student, while Dr Alnae-
mi graduated in May 2026.

The project began as a chal-
lenge set by Dr Arfan Ahmed, as-
sistant professor of research in
population health sciences and
director of wearable Al for preci-
sion health, as part of a hacka-
thon organised by the WCM-Q
Al Centre for Precision Health in
2025. Following the hackathon, Dr
Ahmed mentored the pair as they
developed the initial concept into
aresearch project and then a peer-

Dounia Baroudi, a first-yer
medical student at WCM-Q.

reviewed conference paper.

Dr Ahmed said: “Empowering
and mentoring the next generation
is one of our core philosophies at the
Al Centre, and this project shows
why it matters. Al has changed the
landscape completely. What once
required in-depth coding and com-
puter science expertise no longer
does, and we now have medical stu-
dents here in Qatar building their
own Al models.

“With their clinical domain
knowledge and sheer motivation,
they are often the ones best placed
to push the boundaries. Seeing
Dounia and Amal break through
these glass ceilings and carry their

Dr Arfan Ahmed

idea all the way to an international
peer-reviewed publication makes
me immensely proud, and tells me
we are ahead of the game.”

The paper notes that cardiovas-
cular disease remains a major cause
of illness and death, with many
cardiac events occurring outside
healthcare settings where monitor-
ing and access to care is limited.

Combining wearable technolo-
gies with AI-assisted analysis could
help detect relevant cardiovascular
signals earlier in out-of-hospital
settings, warn wearers to seek
medical care, and improve overall
cardiovascular risk management.
The WearAware system combines

a smart patch, clinician portal, and
Al alerts for continuous remote car-
diac monitoring. Initial ECG testing
showed 82.7% accuracy.

Baroudi said: “Working on
WearAware showed me how an
idea that begins during a hacka-
thon can develop into something
much more meaningful through
research, collaboration and men-
torship. Presenting our work in-
ternationally in Athens was a
rewarding opportunity to share
what we had learned and to see
how our project could contribute
to the wider conversation around
Al and digital health”

The authors emphasise that
WearAware is currently a proof of
concept, not a clinically validated
system. The project illustrates
WCM-Q’s commitment to provid-
ing students with opportunities to
explore emerging technologies and
develop research skills that connect
medical education with the rapidly
evolving field of artificial intelli-
gence in healthcare. Dr Ahmed, Dr
Alnaemi, and Baroudi are all named
authors of the paper, along with Dr
Eniola Olaleye, an Al systems en-
gineer at Cornell University in the
US. The paper, published in Stud-
ies in Health Technology and Infor-
matics, a leading Scopus-indexed
journal, can be read in full here:
https://journals.sagepub.com/
d0i/10.3233/SHT1260839

UDST hosts Sustainable
Development Workshop

By A Staff Reporter
Doha

he University of Doha for
TScience and Technol-

ogy (UDST) successfully
hosted a full-day Sustainable
Development Workshop as part
of the Sustainability Nexus Ini-
tiative, a collaborative platform
designed to advance environ-
mental awareness, education,
and action through meaningful
engagement between academia
and industry.

Held at the UDST campus,
the workshop brought together
experts, industry professionals,
faculty and students to explore
key sustainability challenges and
practical solutions through in-
teractive discussions and knowl-
edge-sharing opportunities.

The workshop formed one
of the three pillars of the Sus-
tainability Nexus Initiative,
which was established to bridge
academic knowledge with real-
world industrial applications.

The initiative supports en-
vironmental stewardship while
fostering innovation, technical
capacity building, and collabo-
ration on sustainability-focused
solutions.

The workshop addressed a
range of sustainability topics,
including renewable energy,
waste management, sustainable
business practices, and environ-
mentally responsible planning.
Participants benefited from
expert-led panel discussions,
hands-on learning opportuni-
ties, and a student exhibition
showcasing innovative projects
and research to address environ-
mental challenges.

Dr Salem Al-Naemi, president
of UDST, said: “Sustainability is
a shared responsibility that re-
quires collaboration across sec-
tors and disciplines. Through the
Sustainability Nexus Initiative,
we are creating valuable oppor-
tunities for students, academics,
and industry professionals to
exchange ideas, develop practi-
cal solutions, and contribute to

Qatar’s sustainability ambitions.

“This workshop reflects our
commitment to applied learn-
ing and our role in preparing fu-
ture leaders capable of address-
ing environmental challenges
through innovation and collabo-
ration.”

The workshop attracted par-
ticipants from leading organisa-
tions across the public and pri-
vate sectors, creating a platform
for meaningful dialogue and
stronger partnerships to support
sustainable development goals.

The event also reinforced the
role of higher education and in-
dustry collaboration in advancing
national priorities related to envi-
ronmental responsibility, innova-
tion, and capacity building.

Aligned with the National
Development Strategy and Qa-
tar National Vision 2030, the
workshop supported efforts to
promote sustainable resource
management, strengthen knowl-
edge-based capabilities, and ad-
vance partnerships that contrib-
ute to long-term environmental
and economic sustainability.

It also highlighted the im-
portance of collective action in
advancing the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals,
including clean energy, sustain-
able cities, responsible con-
sumption, climate action, and
partnerships for sustainable de-
velopment.

The tuba finds its voice in Qatar-Mexico cultural exchange

m Colombian-born principal
tuba player highlights the
instrument’srole in Mexican
music while celebrating
QPO’s multicultural
character and Qatar
Museums’ Year of Culture

By Joey Aguilar
Doha

he tuba may not always oc-
I cupy the spotlight, but Ri-
chard Alberto Alonso Diaz
knows how much character it
can bring to an orchestra. For the
Colombian-born principal tuba
player of the Qatar Philharmonic
Orchestra (QPO), performing
Mexican repertoire also carries
a personal connection, recalling
childhood memories of rancheras
and the powerful brass traditions
that shaped his early musical en-
vironment.

Years before he became a pro-
fessional musician, Alonso Diaz
was already familiar with the
sounds that would later become
part of his artistic life.

“I still remember being a child
and hearing my father listening

to rancheras at home while he got
together with his friends,” he said.
“Without knowing that I would
eventually become a musician,
I was already surrounded by the
sound of trumpets, guitarrons and
brass instruments playing those
beautiful Mexican melodies.”

That memory has stayed with
him, making the opportunity to
perform Mexican music with the
QPO particularly meaningful.

The orchestra’s Sounds of
Mexico programme, presented as
part of the Qatar-Canada-Mexico
2026 Year of Culture, brought to-
gether music marked by strong
rhythms, colour and distinctive
cultural influences.

For Alonso Diaz, Mexican music
has “a very special energy, rhyth-
mic richness and identity” What
made the experience particularly
interesting was seeing musicians
from different nationalities ap-
proach Mexican rhythms and
melodies through their own musi-
cal perspectives.

“‘Sounds of Mexico’ is a pro-
gramme full of colour, energy and
contrast,” he said. “For me, it is a
beautiful example of what music
can achieve: bringing people from

Richard Alberto Alonso Diaz

all over the world together with a
shared purpose, making music for
our audience”

However, the principal tuba
player said the repertoire also
presents considerable technical
demands. Mexico’s strong brass-
band and mariachi traditions
give the tuba an important role
in shaping the sound, but Alonso
Diaz said performing the reper-
toire requires precision and con-
trol.

“The repertoire demands a high

level of rhythmic precision, as well
as great control of sound, articu-
lation and colour;” he said. “For
me, that combination makes it
challenging, exciting and incred-
ibly rewarding to play”

His approach to the repertoire
reflects a career spent moving be-
tween different musical cultures.

Originally from Colombia,
Alonso Diaz has performed ex-
tensively in Latin America and
Europe. In Argentina, he served
as principal tuba player with the
Buenos Aires Philharmonic Or-
chestra of Teatro Colon and the
Opera Orchestra of the La Plata
Theatre. He has also collaborated
with ensembles including the
Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra,
Staatskapelle Berlin, the West-
Eastern Divan Orchestra, the
Orchestra of the Komische Oper
Berlin and the Iceland Symphony
Orchestra.

Those experiences have taught
him that musical interpretation is
rarely confined to one cultural or
artistic perspective.

“Working with musicians from
different countries, cultures and
musical traditions has shown me
that there is never only one way

to understand or express music,”
he said.

Perhaps the most important
lesson, he added, is learning to
listen.

“In an orchestra, you have to
listen, adapt and wunderstand
your colleagues in order to create
something together,” he said.

That principle has become es-
pecially relevant in Qatar, where
the QPO brings together musi-
cians from around the world.

“With musicians from all over
the world, every person brings a
different perspective, and that
creates an incredible artistic rich-
ness,” Alonso Diaz said.

His experience with the QPO
has also changed how he sees his
role as an international performer.
He describes the orchestra as an
internationally recognised sym-
phonic institution with high ar-
tistic standards and a pioneering
role in the region.

More importantly, he said, be-
ing part of the QPO has allowed
him to join a genuinely interna-
tional artistic community.

Whenever he travels and men-
tions that he is a QPO musician, he
said, people often ask about Qatar,

the orchestra and its culture.

“They are often genuinely fasci-
nated to discover what a wonderful
place Qatar is to live and how excep-
tional the orchestrais’” he said.

For Alonso Diaz, however, the
most significant aspect of his ex-
perience in Qatar has been wit-
nessing people from different
backgrounds commit to the same
artistic goal.

“The most important thing I
have learned here is the love and
dedication of a group of people
coming together to make music,’
he said.

That experience has reaffirmed
his belief that music can serve as
a meeting point between cultures.
It is also why the Year of Culture
carries particular significance for
him. He sees the QPO’s Mexican
programme not simply as an op-
portunity to perform another
national repertoire, but as a way
of bringing audiences and artists
closer through music.

The Qatar-Canada-Mexico 2026
Year of Culture, he said, provides an
opportunity to “bring our cultures
closer together through music and
create meaningful connections be-
tween audiences and artists””



	GT-MAIN-2309_P01
	GT-MAIN-2309_P02
	GT-MAIN-2309_P03
	GT-MAIN-2309_P04
	GT-MAIN-2309_P05
	GT-MAIN-2309_P06
	GT-MAIN-2309_P07
	GT-MAIN-2309_P08
	GT-MAIN-2309_P09
	GT-MAIN-2309_P10
	GT-MAIN-2309_P11
	GT-MAIN-2309_P12

