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DI organises training workshop for aspiring journalists

The Journalism Pro-
gramme at the Doha 
Institute for Graduate 

Studies (DI) organised a train-
ing workshop — curated by 
former BBC journalist Dima 
Hamdan — titled “Journalistic 
Sources and Interviewing” on 
Sunday. 

The workshop, which 
concludes today, aims to 
strengthen students’ practi-
cal skills in three main areas: 
developing ideas for news sto-
ries, cultivating sources and 
building trust with them, and 
enhancing journalistic inter-
viewing skills. 

The focus of the workshop is 
on practical application, with 
students preparing proposals 
for real news stories and dis-
cussing their relevance, sig-
nificance, and feasibility.

Dr Basem Tweissi, profes-

sor in Journalism and Me-
dia Studies and head of the 
Journalism Programme, said 
that the workshop is part of 
the programme’s e�orts to 
strengthen students’ practical 
skills and bring field journal-
ism and newsroom experience 
into the classroom. He noted 
that this year’s short train-

ing workshop series includes 
topics such as  the use of ar-
tificial intelligence in jour-
nalism, solutions journalism, 
and strengthening journalistic 
writing skills.

Hamdan emphasised the 
workshop’s practical ap-
proach helps in preparing stu-
dents for the job market. She 

said: “The workshop includes 
a range of exercises, as well as 
di�cult questions for which 
there may not always be clear 
answers. This mirrors the ex-
perience of journalists in the 
field when they are faced with 
challenging situations.”

The workshop was o�ered 
to the first- and second-

year students, with a limited 
number of places also made 
available to students from 
other programmes. 

The workshop aims to 
broaden students’ exposure 
to professional journalism 
expertise across di�erent 
fields of study. The workshop 
also saw active engagement 
between students and the 
trainer, with students asking 
questions and taking part in 
in-depth discussions on me-
dia best practices related to 
the topics covered.

The initiative is part of the 
Journalism programme’s ef-
forts to train students and 
build their capabilities by 
bringing professional experi-
ence into the classroom and 
strengthening the practical 
dimensions of the educational 
process.

A section of the workshop.

Vietnam, Qatar eye stronger 
trade, investment relations
By Ayman Adly
Sta� Reporter

The Vietnamese embassy in Doha yes-
terday marked Vietnam’s 81st Inde-
pendence Day at a reception hosted by 

its ambassador, Nguyen Huy Hiep.
The event was attended by HE Dr Ali bin 

Saeed bin Smaikh al-Marri, Minister of La-
bour; HE ambassador Ibrahim Fakhroo, di-
rector of the Protocol Department, Ministry 
of Foreign A�airs, and a number of ambas-
sadors and heads of diplomatic missions, 
among other guests,

Nguyen highlighted the already strong and 
friendly Qatar-Vietnam relations, noting 
that over the past years such relations have 
steadily grown stronger and much deeper in 
all areas.

“Vietnam and Qatar established diplo-
matic relations in 1993. Over more than 
three decades, the bilateral relationship has 
continued to develop positively across a 
wide range of areas, founded on trust, mu-
tual respect and mutual benefit. 

“Both sides have established co-op-
eration mechanisms, including the Joint 
Committee and Political Consultations 
between the two Ministries of Foreign Af-
fairs, providing an important foundation 
for sustaining exchanges and fostering bi-
lateral ties. 

“In particular, Prime Minister Pham Minh 
Chinh’s o�cial visit to Qatar in October 
2024 provided significant momentum and 
opened a new chapter of co-operation, es-
pecially in the economic, trade, investment 
and energy sectors,” the envoy said, address-
ing the ceremony.

He said: “In 2025, bilateral trade turno-
ver reached $700mn, with Vietnam’s pri-
mary exports to Qatar including machinery, 
equipment, tools and spare parts; iron and 
steel products; vessels; computers, elec-
tronic products and components, and sea-
food; while our main imports from Qatar 
included gas, plastics, other base metals and 
chemicals.”

However, he admitted that “the current 
volume of trade remains modest compared to 
our potential and complementarities of our 

two economies. There is therefore consider-
able scope to expand market access, diversify 
the range of traded goods and increase bilat-
eral trade value in the years ahead.”

Nguyen pointed out that “according to 
Vietnam’s Ministry of Foreign A�airs, Qatar 
currently has one direct investment project 
in Vietnam within the processing and manu-
facturing sector, with a total registered capi-
tal of $3.23mn. 

In addition, according to Qatar sources, 
the Qatar Investment Authority (QIA) has 
invested approximately $500mn indirectly 
in a number of real estate and industrial 
projects in Vietnam through development 
banks and third-party investment funds.”

During an o�cial visit to Qatar in October 
2024, Nguyen said the Vietnamese Prime 
Minister encouraged QIA to increase its in-
vestment in Vietnam, particularly in stra-
tegic sectors, paving the way for more sub-
stantive and e�ective bilateral investment 
ties in the period ahead.

He stressed that Vietnam strongly wel-
comes Qatari investment in all fields as 
the country opens more to the private sec-
tor, where Qataris can invest and establish 
long-term operations in Vietnam, while  
encouraging Vietnamese businesses to ex-

pand their presence in Qatar.
Regarding the recent regional situation, 

the envoy said: “We are facing a number of 
serious security challenges and unpredict-
able developments as the continuing con-
flict has further heightened tensions and 
expanded to involve multiple countries in 
the region, with serious repercussions for 
global energy security and the international 
economy.”

He stressed that: “Vietnam condemns 
the use of force in violation of international 
law, the Charter of the United Nations, and 
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
States. Vietnam supports the approach of 
maintaining dialogue and resolving conflicts 
through peaceful means, as is currently be-
ing pursued by Qatar. “

Further, Nguyen said: “Vietnam highly 
appreciates the diplomatic e�orts of all 
countries in the region and the international 
community, particularly Qatar’s active role 
as a mediator in de-escalating tensions and 
working towards a sustainable solution for 
regional peace and stability.”

Accordingly, he wished both countries 
and their peoples continued peace and pros-
perity as their mutual excellent relations 
grow deeper over the years.

(From left) Minister of Labour HE Dr Ali bin Saeed bin Smaikh al-Marri, Vietnamese 
ambassador Nguyen Huy Hiep, and HE ambassador Ibrahim Fakhroo during the  
cake-cutting ceremony yesterday. PICTURES: Shaji Kayamkulam

A glimpse of the event hosted by the Vietnamese embassy in Doha.

Uzbek master artist 
sees new prospects 
for Qatar - Uzbekistan 
artistic exchange
By Joey Aguilar
Doha

Qatar and Uzbekistan have sig-
nificant potential to expand 
artistic and cultural co-oper-

ation through joint exhibitions, artist 
exchanges, educational programmes 
and research initiatives, Uzbek mas-
ter artist Davlat Toshev has said.

Toshev, who is currently an artist-
in-residence at the Museum of Is-
lamic Art (MIA), told Gulf Times that 
Qatar’s extensive cultural infrastruc-
ture and Uzbekistan’s centuries-old 
artistic traditions could complement 
each other in bringing traditional arts 
to contemporary audiences.

“Uzbekistan carries centuries-old 
traditions of craftsmanship, of mini-
ature painting, calligraphy and the 
art of the manuscript, while Qatar 
has built remarkable international 
platforms — museums, residencies 
and cultural initiatives — that carry 
heritage for the global audience,” he 
said, noting that these areas o�er 
strong prospects for collaboration 
between the two countries.

Toshev underlined that greater 
co-operation could open up oppor-
tunities for joint exhibitions, artist 
exchanges, master-apprentice pro-
grammes and collaborative research, 
creating mutual benefits for both 
countries’ cultural and artistic com-
munities.

“Qatar and Uzbekistan are joined 
by deep historical roots, by the 
shared inheritance of Islamic civili-
sation and by a profound reverence 
for art and culture,” he pointed out. 

“I believe the two nations can 
complement one another beauti-
fully, especially in the vital work of  
carrying traditional art forward into 

the contemporary world.”
Meeting artists, researchers and 

art professionals from di�erent 
countries during his stay also pro-
vided valuable opportunities to ex-
change ideas and perspectives, the 
artist added.

“Sometimes it is only when we en-
counter our heritage within a di�er-
ent cultural setting that we come to 
understand its true uniqueness and 
worth,” he said, adding that he was 
particularly struck by what he de-
scribed as Qatar’s harmony between 
tradition and modernity.

“Qatar honours its historical and 
cultural roots with great care, while 
at the same time opening wide doors 
for contemporary art and interna-
tional cultural dialogue,” he said.

Toshev hopes to return to Uz-
bekistan with new collaborations and 
creative ideas, particularly on how 
to bring Bukhara miniature painting 
closer to contemporary audiences 
around the world.

“I now see Bukhara miniature 
painting not merely as a national 
heritage belonging to Uzbekistan, but 
as a living part of humanity’s shared 
cultural memory,” he said.

The artist stressed that his expe-
rience in Qatar also changed how he 
viewed his own artistic heritage.

“This residency has given me the 
chance to view my own artistic prac-
tice through a di�erent lens. To step 
away from the rhythms of daily life 
and enter a new cultural environment 
allows an artist to reflect far more 
deeply on their own work and on the 
traditions they carry”.

He said preserving a tradition 
should not mean confining it to the 
past, but creating a living, meaning-
ful connection between heritage, the 
present, and the future.

Artist Davlat Toshev. Photo: Qatar Museums

Siraj’s role in Arabic language learning showcased at BilAraby 2026

Siraj, an initiative under Qatar 
Foundation’s (QF) Pre-Uni-
versity Education, participat-

ed in the BilAraby Annual Gathering 
2026 through an interactive work-
shop highlighting how educational 
entertainment content can support 
Arabic language learning in and out 
of the classroom.

The second edition of the fo-
rum, organised by QF’s BilA-
raby initiative, was held under the 
theme ‘With Our Ideas, We Build’, 
bringing together Arabic language 
enthusiasts and experts in educa-
tion, culture, and knowledge to 
exchange ideas and experiences on 
ways to strengthen the presence of 
the Arabic language.

During the workshop, the Siraj 
team presented the programme’s 
strategy and vision for supporting 
Arabic language learning among 
children, while also providing an 
overview of the previous nine sea-
sons and the programme’s develop-
ment over the years. 

The team also highlighted Siraj’s 
content and its role in presenting 
Arabic through an educational and 
entertaining approach that makes 
the language more engaging and ac-
cessible to children while strength-
ening their connection to it.

Siraj’s participation this year is 

especially significant, as it coincides 
with the programme’s 10th anniver-
sary. Over the past decade, Siraj has 
continued to develop content that 
combines education and entertain-
ment, helping children build their 
language skills while making Ara-
bic more relevant to their everyday  

experiences and interests.
Buthina al-Derham, director of 

Communication and Outreach at 
QF’s Pre-University Education, 
said: “Over the past 10 years, Siraj 
has worked to bring the Arabic lan-
guage closer to children through 
content that combines learning 

and enjoyment, helping them de-
velop their listening, speaking, and  
reading skills while expanding their 
Arabic vocabulary.

“What sets the program apart is 
that its content is not only designed 
for children, but can also be used by 
teachers and parents as a support-
ing educational resource both inside 
and outside the classroom, helping 
to strengthen the presence of Arabic 

in children’s daily lives.”
Over the past decade, Siraj has 

provided content that children, 
teachers, and parents can use in 
di�erent ways, drawing on stories, 
characters, and educational scenar-
ios to present Arabic in a way that 
is engaging and relatable to chil-
dren — supports their learning while 
strengthening their connection to 
the language and cultural identity.














