Nevi age 1 TO Mar 6.qxd 3/4/2007 11:26 PM Page 1

-

GULF TIMES FEATURES

Tuesday, March 6, 2007

2 Motoring
Computech

4-5 TV & Radio
6-7 At Your Service

7-8 Entertainment

By Bryan Pearson

E’S big, he’s burly, he talks

Hluugh and he’s been helping
rebuild Iraq for the past three

years — but now he’s had enough

Like many of the tens of thousands
of private contractors who descended
on Iraq to grab a slice of the
reconstruction pie, David, a US
contractor who is reluctant to give out
more than a first name, is tired.

“I want out of Irag,” he says as he
arrives for another six-month stint in
a country he has grown to love and to
loathe, depending, he says, on the
time of day.

Clearly used to the security at
Baghdad’s international airport, he
saunters through the customs lines
with his knapsack, ignoring demands
by officials that he present himself for
a baggage inspection.

“If you keep walking they often
don’t call you back,” he says, as he’s
greeted outside by a team of South
Africans who will provide him with a
private security escort.

“Howzit, my chinas,” he says,
giving a South African greeting in his
American accent.

When pressed, the 43-year-old
engineer admits he’s here for the
money, the adventure and the
adrenalin, as is the case with many
contractors.

But along with the many highs,
also come the lows — and the very low
lows.

The most vexing problem, he says,
is graft.

“Corruption exists at all levels of
the Iraqi government and among the
Iraqi contractors. The sub-contractors
will actually ask you what your cut is!

“They also ask how much they
have to kick back so they will be
awarded the work,” he says, smiling.

Timothy Carney was appointed by
US President George W Bush as co-

ordinator for the Iraq Transitional
Assistance in January.

Now the man who must oversee
Irag’s difficult economic recovery
says fighting graft is one of his
biggest challenges.

“orruption is a huge issue,”
Carney told a media bricfing in
Baghdad last Tuesday, his first since
arriving in the country three weeks

e first way to deal with it is to
establish transparency in all of the
processes that deal with finance and
budget and that is an effort that is
already under way,” he said.

A US government audit pulled no
punches in a report in January in
which it said reconstruction efforts in
Iraq are hampered by widespread
violence, corruption and bureaucratic
snarls.

David could have built
schoolhouses in  his  peaceful
hometown and go home regularly to a
family, a dog and a weekend stint at
the lawnmower.

Instead, he chose to work on some
of the most dangerous building sites
in the world, and knows the problems
intimately.

“The quality of work is often
substandard, there is a shortage of
skilled tradesmen and it is difficult to
get local workers in some areas of the
country,” he complains.

“Materials are often substandard or
counterfeit and obtaining materials
locally is at times difficult.
Depending on the geography, they
must come from Turkey, Syria, Iran,
Jordan — all the bordering countries.”

In the three years he's been
building police stations, medical
clinics and military bases on behalf of
the US military, he’s also seen all the
violence he wants to see.

“We have had numerous mslances
where workers are

Iragi youths work at a construction site in Baghdad. A US government audit pulled no punches in a
report last month in which it said reconstruction efforts in Iraq are hampered by widespread violence,

Rebuilding Iraq: Rich
rewards

corruption and bureaucratic snarls.

shoot at the workers. It is a challenge
to even get to the sites often times.”

Around 800 civilians working under
contract to the Pentagon have been
killed in Traq since the reconstruction
process began after the US-led
invasion of March 2003, according to
official US figures.

Most of these are Iraqis but scores
of foreigners have been kidnapped
and are either still missing or their
bodies have been found — some

insurgents as fast as they are built.

reconstruction
programme is beset by problems, it is
also awash with cash.

The US had by October last year
poured in about $29bn (21bn euros)
for Iraqi reconstruction and
stabilisation efforts, according to the
Government Accountability Office.

Bush says he wants Congress to
approve another $1.2bn to help
rebuild Iraq while the Iraqi

Killed, Sites gt mortared, Snipers

David,
some new buildings are destroyed by

says it will this year add
a further $10bn of its own funds.

Israeli rockets last summer, the Jihad al-Bina construction
company has been a blessing, giving him money and help
to build anew.

But to the US government, this charity arm of the Lebanese
Shia party Hezbollah is part of a terrorist group, and has been
blacklisted.

“Jihad al-Bina’s workers are completing the reconstruction
of my house, which was levelled by Isracli planes,” Hajj
Hussain said.

“The members of Jihad al-Bina are working day and night in
southern Lebanon to help people get back on their feet,” he
added, standing in front of the worksite in the town of Srifa,
where 37 people were killed and 250 homes were destroyed
during the fierce 34-day Isracli war against Hezbollah.

It was a cross-border raid last July by militants from
Hezbollah, in which two Israeli soldiers were captured, that
sparked the war, which ended on August 14 with a UN-
brokered ceasefire.Hajj Hussain said Jihad al-Bina (“Struggle
for Rebuilding”) gave him $10,000 to rent accommodation
while his house and first-floor tailor’s shop could be rebuilt.

On February 27, the US government blacklisted the
company, saying it was controlled by Hezbollah and funded by
Iran - neither of which is disputed in Lebanon.

Stuart Levey, the Treasury’s under secretary for terrorism and
financial inteiligence, said Hezbollah operates Jihad al-Bina
“for its own construction needs as well as to attract popular
support through the provision of civilian construction services.

“We will take action against all facets of this deadly terror
group,” he said in a statement.

Under a presidential order, the Treasury froze any US asscts
held by Jihad al-Bina and forbade Americans from doing
business with it. *
Iran, is run by Hezbollah members, and is overseen by
Hezbollah’s Shura Council, at the head of which sits Hezbollah
Secretary General Hassan Nasrallah,” the Treasury said.

No one in Lebanon disputes the Hezbollah link, which is a
matter of common knowledge, as is Iran’s financial support.

But Abu Mahmoud, operations director of Jihad al-Bina,
disputes the “terrorist” monicker. “Is it terrorism to help people
rebuild their homes, destroyed by American-made Israeli
bombs in the course of a war sponsored by the US?” he asked.

The company has been around a long time, pointed out a
company engineer named Abbas, who declined to give his last
name. It was created amid the destruction caused during the
1982 Israeli invasion of Lebanon, and “its
mobilised to rebuild after the end of each Israeli aggression™
since then.

Mahmoud said Jihad al-Bina is “more determined than ever
to oversee the work after the decision of the American
treasury.” He ended on an ironic note:
organisation, and are ready to make our know-how available to
the American people in case of a natural d AFP

The pay packets can be huge, with
some contractors making $100,000 a
year or more.

Which is why David and thousands
like him keep coming back cven as
some of the bigger concerns, such as
US engincering giant Bechtel, pack it

"ves 've had cnough. T want to go
somewhere peaceful,” says David,
trying to look convincing. “I'll just
see out this contract and then for sure
I'll be gone. And won’t be coming
back. Ever. I mean it.” ~ AFP

US blacklists Hezbollah
construction charity
as terror organisation
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“We are a humanitarian

ter.” —

Remembering Salah Khalifa — a

‘Oprah of the Middle East’

flees over TV row

pioneer on Qatar’s airwaves

S/\LAH Khalifa will be

remembered forever in

the history of Qatar

Broadcasting Service (QBS).

To him goes the credit for
several

ARABIC PRESS REVIEW

interviewed academicians, and

programmes for the Arabic
Service.

He will also be remembered
for the originality of his work.
The Holy Qur'an Broadcasting
Service, Noorun wa Hidaya
(Light and Guidance), Morning
Chat (mostly on  religious
topics) and Be My Guest (a
weekly half-hour programme
during which he interviewed
eminent personalities visiting
Doha) and the Open Dialogue,
a daily noontime dial-in show
on local problems, were some
of his innovations for QBS.

Khalifa also introduced a
novel  programme titled
Passport in

which  he

The conversation
begin by
number of entry
stamps the person had on his or
her passport. It would then lead
on to the countries which the
person had visited.

Salah Khalifa joined the
QBS in Junc 1968 and
remained with it for nearly
three decades. He left Qatar in

would

meticulous
wrote  and

1997 for his home country  His long-time colleague
Egypt, where he died last Ismail Harb, who is also
week. associated with the Gulf Times,

A graduate in history from  remembers
the University of Cairo,
Khalifa started out as a teacher,
before switching to
broadcasting.

Within three years of service
with the Egyptian Broadcasting
Service, he was deputed by the
l-gypuan government to work
for the newly-established

colleague.

The UAR was established in

last for more than three years.
Tt was dissolved in 1961.

Gifted with a baritone voice,
Salah Khalifa joined the QBS
on the strength of his previous
outstanding career.

He was known for his love
of the Arabic language in its
classical form and  was
in whatever he

programme of his was a
literary treat for listeners.

Khalifa as an
affable yet firm and polite

Another former colleague,
Huda Jad, who writes a regular
column in a
newspaper, has described him
as a friend, philosopher and

uide.
“Many of my colleagues and
United Arab Republic (UAR) 1 in the QBS are deeply
radio, indebed to Salah Khalifa, We
a lot from him,” she

spoke.  Every

local Arabic

Dr Hala Sarhan ... i

By Conal Urquhart

HE woman known as the

I ‘Oprah  Winfrey of the

Middle East’ has fled to
London in fear for her safety amid
a row over allegations that
actresses were paid to pretend they
were prostitutes on her television
show.

Dr Hala Sarhan is believed to
have left Egypt aboard the private
jet of Saudi billionaire Al-Walee
bin Talal when it became clear that
the government wanted her
arrested.

Speaking this week, Sarhan
called her accusers ‘b**#**#
creeps and liars’ and vowed to
meet them in court.

The presenter has been charged
with “aggravating public security
and promoting promiscuous and
licentious behaviour” but denies
wrongdoing.

She says that police protected
the prostitutes in return for sexual
favours and money. The affair is
dominating the Egyptian media.

The controversy began when
three women appeared on the Hala
Show on the Rotana network to
describe working as prostitutes in
Cairo bars.

They earned, they said, up to
£1,000 a month — the average
monthly wage is around £40.

‘When Sarhan asked if they were
afraid of the police, one admitted
they were protected by police,
who had sex with them and took
bribes.

The claim ignited a furious
debate — a rival network swiftly
ran a series of programmes in
which the same women claimed
they had been paid by the Hala
Show to pretend they were
prostitutes.

They complained too that they
were told that their voices and
images would be distorted to
disguise their identity but they
were easily identifiable on the
show.

Egyptian commentators
attacked Sarhan for fabrication

and for ‘glamorising” prostitution.

Speaking  from  London,
Sarhan said the prostitutes were
genuine. “1 have all the tapes and
1 am taking legal action against
those that accused me
fabrication,” she said.

The affair demonstrates the
fragility of freedom of expression
in Egypt and the sensitivity of the
government to criticism of its
institutions. Last month a blogger
was jailed for four years for
criticising the president, Hosni
Mubaral

Sarhan says she will return to
Egypt to defend her name.

The presenter, who is also the
head of the satellite network, is no
stranger to controversy.

Last year viewers from Saudi
Arabia ~launched a campaign
against  her  because  her
programme “focuses on shameful
and impolite topics that contradict
our Islamic religion and Arab
traditions.” — Guardian News &
Media

Morocco marks royal birth

Salah Khalifa (above) and (inset) ...

1958 to merge Egypt and Syria sid.
under one political entity.
However this unity did not

known for his original ideas.
Photographs courtesy: Arrayah archives

(Based on reports in local
Arabic newspapers)

with ‘feminist’ celebrations

By Sinikka Tarvainen and
Mouhsine al- Hassouni

OROCCANS will be holding several
Mdays of festivities to mark the birth of

Princess Lalla Khadija, the second
child of King Mohamed VT this week.

The baby was born at a clinic at the royal
palace on February 28. The 4.16kg gitl and le
mother, Princess Lalla Salma, were reported to
be “in perfect health”.

Celebrations to mark the arrival of the new
royal are expected to match those marking the
birth of her brother three years ago, m a signal
of growing respect for female childr

Dozens of people gathered in front of the
palace, where the 43-year-old monarch made
an appearance to greet citizens.

Cannons  fired 21 shots and national
television showed images of the monarch
holding the newborn last Wednesday.

Special books were also to be laid out at
regional government offices for people to
congratulate the royal house.

According to Muslim tradition, the main
celebrations were set to begin seven days after
the birth — tomorrow — and last several days.

Lalla Khadija's birth follows that of Crown
Prince Moulay Hassan, named after King
Mohamed’s father Hassan II, in May 2003.

The warm reception for the new princess is
seen as being in line with the “feminist” views
of King Mohamed.

His reign is known as one of the foremost
champions of the rights of women in the

o

Arab world, according to analysts in Rabat.

The government has, for insiance, reformed
family law, raising the age of marriage for
women, making polygamy almost impossible
and improving thé rights of women in
situations of divorce.

For weeks already, Morocco had been
preparing for the birth of the royal baby. Streets
were decorated with flags, lanterns, and
flowers, and pavements were repaired in the
capital Rabat.

Celebrations are to include the slaughter of
sheep, prayers, banquets and music over
several days throughout the Alawite kingdom.

In the coming days, Moroccans also expect
to see images of the newborn with her mother.

The nation never saw Mohamed’s mother,
but the king has modernised protocol, giving a
discreet public role to his wife Lalla Salma, an
engineer whom he married in 2002.

The palace has also sought to reduce the aura
of secrecy surrounding royal life, immediately
announcing the birth of Lalla Khadija to
counter rumours that she had been born days
carlier.

Despite the huge gap separating the elite
from the poor masses in the kingdom hungry
for change, King Mohamed has retained a
certain popularity, and the birth of the new
princess has been welcomed as a joyful
event.

The palace was skilled at protecting the king
from criticism by “blaming anything negative
on the government,” one observer quipped. —
DPA

A photograph released on Thursday by the Moroccan
Royal Palace shows King Mohamed VI of Morocco
with his second child, newborn Princess Lalla
Khadija.
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must be Geneva and this

year the lakeside motor
show at the Palexpo congress
centre in the Swiss city can be
relied on to present a tempting
array of previously-unseen
cars.

The first big motor exhibi-
tion of the season is tradition-
ally a glamourous affair and
the major carmakers are not
going to let the current indus-
try woes rain on their parade.

The 77th Geneva event runs
for 10 days from March 8 to 18

IF IT’S spring in Europe, it

of the car which now boasts
dramatic styling, featuring the
company’s trademark “kinetic
design™.

The dynamic lines and mus-
cular shoulders are a throw-
back to the “losis™ concept dis-
played in Frankfurt a few years
ago ver  at  the
DaimlerChrysler stand, the
new third-generation C-class
marks a bid by Mercedes-Benz
to reposition the model as a
genuine sports saloon rather
than just the lmlc bmtl\:r of
the executive E-cla;

and around 250 hibitor
from more than 30 countries
are lined up to attend.

Most of the cars on show will
be entering the showrooms in
time for the start of the car-
buying season, but Geneva
also gives a taste of what is
further down the pipeline.
There are some eye-catching
concept cars alongside futuris-
tic, alternative-powered vehi-

cles.

Among the wraps coming off
here are those on the revamped
version of Ford’s family
favourite, the Mondeo. It has
already been glimpsed in the
latest James Bond movie
Casino Royale with actor
Daniel Craig at the wheel

The US maker has high
hopes for the new car, which
weighs in at Geneva in saloon,
hatchback and estate form.
Based on the platform of the
successful S-Max van, the
Mondeo boasts dramatic lines
and a remarkably refined ride
thanks to new suspension.

“People should be so
impressed by what they sce
that they simply want to own
one,” said Ford’s chief design-
er Martin Smith, who used to
work for General Motor’s sub-
sidiary Opel.

The range of engines on offer
for the mid-range Ford saloon
includes 1.8 and 2 litre turbo-
diesels, 1.6 and 2 litre petrol
units and a new 2.3 litre, 160
horsepower petrol unit with a
six-speed automatic gearbox.

The most important thing
about the Mondeo is the look

his put
saving saloon may be enough
to draw attention away from
reliability problems which
have dogged the German mar-
que and the current financial
crisis at Chrysler.

Leaked pictures of Audi’s
new A5 can be found on
motoring blogs all over the
Internet, but Ingolstadt’s glori-
ous new coupé will not be offi-
cially unveiled until Geneva.

The car takes its styling cues
from the smaller TT, but sports
much more flowing lines that
motorists have been used to
from this manufacturer. Under-
bonnet and interior details will
be revealed during the event.

There are also rumours that
Geneva visitors will be able to
take an advance look at the
upcoming  Opel/Vauxhall
Vectra replacement  whose
styling is likely to influence
the whole range from this mar-

c.

Among the other new cars
making their debuts in
Switzerland will be Fiat’s
Stilo-successor, the Bravo, the
face-lifted BMW 5 and 1 series
saloons and two sporting
Honda Civic variants. Renault
is due to showcase the second-
generation Twingo.

Japanese maker Mazda has
meanwhile turned the angular
hatchback 2 on its head and
come up with a much sleeker
version of the city car on its
Geneva stand.

The platform will be shared
with the new Ford Fiesta.
Production of the new Mazda2

Glam, glitz and surprises
in Geneva feast of cars

Around 250 exhibitors from 30 countries are expected to participate in
Geneva - the first big show of the season, writes MARTIN BENSLEY

The show was a huge success in 2006. The number of visitors is expected to be more this year.

is being_switched from the
company’s European plant in
Valencia, Spain to Mazda’s
main factory in Hiroshima.

Mouth-watering  supercars
this year include a new
Bentley, a revamped, high-per-
formance BMW M3 and a
svelte Maserati Coupé pow-
ered by Ferrari's 4.3 litre
engine from the F430.

Some unfamiliar names will
be bowing in at Lake Geneva,
including  Chinese maker
Brilliance with a mid-range
saloon pmhed at BMW's 3
series. The BS 6 is scheduled
to go on sale in Europe from
mid-2007, but not before its
mediocre  performance  in

crash-tests has been improved.
Failure to do so after damning
results in the German press
was a major setback for rivals
Landwind last year.

KTM is best known for mak-
ing motorbikes, but it will be
bringing along the X-Bow
roadster, a doorless, Audi-
engined kit car.

Dutch tuner Donkervoort
returns to the fray after an
absence of some years with a
closed top sports car, the D8
GT. Abarth, famous for its
breathed-on Fiats, is back too
with a cooking version of the
Punto hatchback.

Of course Geneva would not
be the same without a host of

concepts challenging the way
motorists  look at cars.
Switzerland has no auto indus-
try of its own, but the country
is home to numerous custorn
producers, including Rinspeed.

The Exasis is the latest weird
and wonderful creation from
the stable that has given us the
plash”, the “Senso™ and the
“zaZen” — a show stealer last
year.

It also marks the company's
30th  birthday.  Visionary
designer Frank Rinderknecht
says the Exasis is supposed to
look like a cross between an
offroader and Auto Union’s
classic cigar-shaped racing
cars of yore. The two-seater is

made of electrically-coated
transparent plastic. The car
also weighs next to nothing
around 750 kilos in fact with
acceleration in the Porsche-
class.

The lightweight two-cylinder
motor turns out 150 hp, but the
Exasis can be driven hard with
a clear conscience the engine
runs on bioethanol fuel which
boasts low CO, (carbon diox-
ide) emissions.

e 77th Geneva Salon takes
place at the Palexpo congress
near the city’s airport.

For more information see the
Jollowing websites: www.gene
va-palexpo.ch,  www.salon-
auto.ch. — DPA

Sustainable mobility
in the spotlight

By Reino Gevers

AR MAKERS are hyping sleck new models at this year’s
eneva Motor Show with manufacturers for the first
ime proving that sustainable mobility need not mean
driving in the slow lane in a car with a boring design

This year’s show comes only weeks after the United Nations
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) released a
shocking report on climate change with scientists listing carbon
dioxide emissions from power stations and transport as one of
the main causes.

Most car makers have been caught off guard as they usually
present glittering new models with concept cars featuring more
horsepower, more extras and wider tyres fitted to a longer
wheel base in Geneva.

All of this comes at a price. Cars with bigger engines and
greater performance carry more weight and consume more fucl,
emitting more carbon dioxide responsible for the warming of
the earth’s atmosphere.

Car makers have always argued that they would like to build
more economical cars but that the market is ripe with customers
simply wanting faster and bigger cars. Volkswagen had little
success with its super-economical Lupo while the super small
city car in the DaimlerChrysler stable, the Smart, is on proba-
tion with a revamped model after stagnating sales.

Sales of fuel-guzzling light trucks and SUVs (Sports Utility
Vehicles) have slumped in the United States, plunging General
Motors, Ford and Chrysler into a deep crisis while Japanese car
makers have made huge market inroads with economical hybrid
vehicles such as the Toyota Prius.

In Europe, about half of new cars registered last year were in
the mini, small car and compact segment. In Germany, sales of
SUVs account for only 2.7% of the total market. Sales of
hybrids are also insignificant compared to the US with the Prius
failing to catch onto European buyers with its uninspiring
design.

But as the European Union is planning higher taxes for dirty
petrol and diesel engines, the hybrid and other vehicles on
clean- energy drive are becoming an attractive alternative.

Being showcased for the first time in Geneva, is the Saab
BioPower 100 Concept, the first production-based engine opti
mised for pure bioethanol (E100) fuel. The result is a level of
performance never seen before from a road car using this fuel.

The Swedish car maker has combined its turbocharging
expertise with the use of high octane E100 fuel with the 2.0 litre
engine developing 300 hp. Power is complemented by a sub-
stantial 400 Nm of torque, giving the engine the characteristics
of a naturally — aspirated engine of 4.0 litre displacement.
Acceleration from zero to 100 kmph is just 6.6 seconds.

Toyota, the market leader on hybrids, is making its European
debm with the FT-HS (Future Toyota — Hybrid Sports) with

“green credentials” combined with high performance ~DPA

Saab will present its BioPower 100 Concept car, which
runs on bioethanol, at the Geneva show.

Absolute control in
the driver’s seat

HE Saab 9-3 is undeni
ably different and is

almost certainly due to

independent  thinking. Saab
started life more than half a cen-
tury ago.

The car is a driver’s car.
Everything that matters to driv-
ing is concentrated around the
driver’s seat. The display can be
quickly scanned for Profiler set
tings.

The Profiler system lets the
driver customise the car’s set
tings from the driver’s seat. A
unique Saab feature is the Night
Driving panel, taken straight
from Saab’s aircraft building
experience. Press a button and
the whole display apart from the

speedometer blacks out but when something happens that needs
your attention the relevant instrument immediately lights up.

A ComSense system, which is exactly what it says it is, reduces
the risk of distraction by briefly delaying incoming phone calls
and lowers priority alerts when the brakes are being applied or the
turn indicators are operating.

Ideal when on or near a busy crossing. ReAxs (No that is not a
misspelling) is a Saab special chassis geometry system that
ensures smooth interaction of steering, front suspension and the
multi-link rear axle. ReAxs enables the rear wheels to steer slight-
ly when turning, helping the car move in the intended direction.

This gives a very responsive driving experience which can be
enhanced even further by the addition of Electronic Stability
Programme. Any one of four petrol engines can power the 9-3,
three of which are turbocharged. The turbocharger gives superb
mid-range torque.

The turbo engines are controlled by Saab’s own engine manage-
ment system, Trionic. There are two advanced turbo diesels. The
smaller one of the two gives 120bhp at a ‘cost’ of only 4.9 litres
per 100km on the open road.

The automatic transmission is the Sentronic that can also be
shified manually. If you are really into sport driving then consid-
er the addition of shift paddles on the steering wheel. The
Sentronic 2, available on the Aero model is a five speed transmis-
sion that has two extra intermediate gears which have the effect of
giving faster acceleration in auto mode.

An Advanced Voice Recognition system will tell you where to go
and is led by satellites, a DVD database and wireless traffic infor-
mation where available. An Integrated telephone is fitted with
Bluetooth and a GPRS modem. Incoming calls are heard through
the audio loudspeakers or through the Bluetooth headset. The same
Bluetooth automatically connects the telephone modem to your lap-
top or PDA, 50 you can access your e-mail and the Internet.

o i

Saab 9-3

‘Ferrari of the East’ is reborn in Dresden

The media examine the new Melkus RS 1000 in Dresden.

ARINGLY  designed
Dand once referred to as
the “Ferrari of the East”
the low-slung, wing-doored
Melkus RS 1000 sports car was
a proud and popular speedster
during the communist era.
Not that there were many of
them available. Only 101 of the
sleek d d racers were

went out of production, it is
making a come-back
Currently, a five-man-strong
Dresden firm headed by Peter
Melkus, the son of Heinz who
died aged 78 last year, is
involved in a “re-launch” of the
brave two-stroke engined car,
that was once the pride of
circuits behind

made belw::cn 1969-79 in East
Germany, then the Dresden
family firm constructing them
was forced to halt production —
due to a nosedive in the east’s
economy.

The brainchild of Heinz
Melkus, a city driving school
operator and himself a fanatic
sports car enthusiast in the
1960s-70s, the original RS 100
cars were sleek in appearance,
and might have been plucked
out of a James Bond movie,
had their performance matched
their looks.

Moulded out of fibreglass,
and assembled from parts of
the famous put-putting East
German Trabant, they were
dependent on their Wartburg
353,75 horse power two stroke
engines for a top speed of 102
miles per hour!

Notwithstanding, East
German sports car enthusiasts
loved the Melkus
mourned its passing. Now, 27
years after communist East
Germany’s only sports car

the Iron Curtain,

“We plan to complete 15 of
the Melkus RS 100s, costing
50,000 curos ($66,238) ecach,
by the end of 2007,” explains
Peter Melkus. dozen of
them have already found own-
ers.” Heinz Melkus' 23-year-
old grandson, Sepp, says the
first of the revamped sports
cars based on the original was
unveiled at the Dresden
Transport Museum, to an audi-
ence of 500 recently.

Stylishly ~spray-painted a
glistening yellow, it drew
“oohs” and “aahs” from an

audience of 500. “Owners of
several of the ‘original’ RS
100s showed up for the occa-
sion in their vehicles, which
added to the atmosphere,” said

epp.

He explained what had led to
his grandfather, a gifted
mechanic, to build a sports cars
back in the 1960s. “Driving to
Yugoslavia in 1969 in  his
Wartburg he was suddenly
overtaken by a sleck-looking

Only 15 of the legendary cars are to be made this time.

Lotus on the highway. The car
made such an impression on
him, he determined from that
moment on to start building
sports cars himself.”

Private enterprise of that kind
wasn’t allowed in the commu-
nist state, but with East
Germany then gearing up to
celebrate its 20th anniversary
the authorities surprisingly
agreed.

“All told, 101 of the Melkus
RS 100s were made from 1969
to 1979, =e]]m& at 29,000 East
Marks cach,” said Sepp.

For East Germans, 29,000
marks was a lot of money then,
but with the state’s drab shops
offering little to excite cus-
tomers, many citizens simply
stashed what spare money they
had into savings accounts,
which more than paid off in
1990 when German reunifica-
tion occurred and citizens in
the east were gramed a gener-
ous “one-to-one” rate of
exchange against the West

Heinz Melkus, operating with
a handful of assistants, in a
garage near his Dresden home,
spent much of his time in the
1970s constructing his RS 100
car from segments of Trabants
and Wartburgs, secured from
factories and breakers yard< in
the region.

castern Europe as a racing driv-
er. East Germany's equivalent
of Michael Schumacher, he
won 80 grand prix events and
at the height of his fame was
the holder of the Peace and
Friendship Cup, the state's top
motor-racing trophy.

Sepp Melkus, a trained car
mechanic and vehicle designer,
points out that the 15 Melkus
RS 100s will be the last of their
kind to be made by the Dresden
company. “Once we have com-
pleted our remake of the origi-
nal, we have plans to embark
on the next generation — the
Melkus RS 2000,” he says.
That is expected to cost around
7,000 euros.

He claimed that design
sketches for the RS 2000 were
published recently. “We had a
very positive resonance and
already have one or two poten-
tial buyers on the strength of
the design,” he says, “but of
course we will still need to seek
investors.”

During its 40 year history, the
GDR (East Germany) was
hardly a car owners’ paradise.
Citizens had to wait up to 10
years before obtaining the two-
stroke, smoke-puffing Trabant
— popularly known as “Trabi” —
and up to 15 years for the boxy
Wnnburg sedan, produced at
Eisenach

won recognition lhroughoul

o

(AWE) factory. — DPA

Japanese cars top US survey

'APANESE automobiles dominated an annual US survey of
Jrelmbi ty, with cars made by Toyota, Honda, Scion, Acura

and Lexus taking the first five places in the survey released
last week by the highly respected Consumer Reports magazine.
The magazine also recommended 59 used car models to its read-
ers— 55 of which were Japanese. All 10 of the magazine’s new car
Top Picks for 2007 were Japanese.

The top US car brands in the reliability survey were the Ford
Mercury at 10th, while General Motors’ best-ranking brand was
GMC, which came in at 14th on the list. Chrysler’s highest rank-
ing was for its Dodge brand, which was placed 22nd on the list of
36 brands. That was better however than luxury German car
maker Mercedes, which came in last on the list.

There was also good news for Korcan automaker Hyundai
which cracked the top 10 for the first time, ranking seventh.

The report said large Japanese and South Korean automakers
have, on average, only 11 problems per 100 vehicles, while US
autos have 16 problems per 100, and European manufacturers
have 19 problems per 100 cars.

“Japanese models are still the most reliable — Toyota and Honda
in particular,” said Rik Paul, automotive editor for Consumer
Reports. “For years, their vehicles have consistently been the least
problematic and the best in terms of reliability for years.”

Paul said that the average 10-year-old Toyota or Honda has the
same, or fewer, problems as a 4 or 5-year-old car from US or
European automakers. “A 9-year-old Lexus can have fewer prob-
lems than a 2006 Mercedes,” he said. - DPA

Mercedes remains dream car for Germans
OR the sixth consecutive time, most Germans said their dream
car was a Mercedes-Benz, according to an opinion poll con-

ducted by TNS Infratest recently. If money was not a factor, some
16.2% of those polled said they would choose a Mercedes, fok
lowed by 13.2% who would opt for an Audi and 12.2% for a
BMW. Only 5.7% of those polled said they would buy a Porsche
sports car while 5.2% of the 1,889 motorists polled said they

would choose a modest Opel.

New petrol engine for VW Touran
'OLKSWAGEN has extended the engine range of the Touran
compact van with a 125 kW/170hp TSI motor linked to a

DSG direct-shift gearbox. A supercharger operates in the lower
rev ranges and a turbocharger at higher revs. This combination
results in a constant torque band (240Nm from 1,500rpm to
4,750rpm) and low consumption (7.6 litres/100km), according to
the car maker. The technical basis for the Twincharger technology
is provided by a 1,390 ccm four-cylinder engine that produces the
dynamism of a 2.5-litre normally aspirated engine. The TSI sup-
plies its maximum torque from as low as 1,500rpm.

Audi lowers fuel consumption

HE premium car maker Audi says it is expanding the engine

range of its compact A3 and A4 models with improved econ-
omy and emissions standards. The range of its two highest-vol
ume model series will be extended with the A3, A3 Sportback 1.9
TDI e and A4 2.0 TFSI e in saloon or Avant guise. Direct injection
technology has been further refined and a central feature of all
four models is a gearshift indicator located in the driver's field of
view indicating when the next gear would be a better choice.

BMW engines go French for the first time
ERMAN carmaker BMW is for the first time to install
engines made, not in Germany, but in France, according to a

report published last week in the newsmagazine Der Spiegel.
According to the report, BMW is to build a new range of four-
cylinder cars at the PSA plant at Douvrin near Lille. The two com-
panies currently produce a 1.6-litre engine for BMW’s Mini range
and for the Peugeot 207. Now a foreign-made engine is to go into
the 1-Series being planned by the Bavarian company. According
to Der Spiegel, BMW managers no longer fear their brand will be
hurt by using a French-built motor.

M
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Conferences, special presentations,
forums and lectures add to the
array of gadgets and new products
to be displayed at the world’s
largest IT show in Hanover

RAPHIC chips, cell
phone, TV or laptops
with 3G technology....

No question, these are the
heart of the CeBIT trade fair
at Hanover, Germany from
March 15 to 21. But even if
most visitors to the world’s
largest IT show think primari-
ly of technology previews
being held in the jam-packed exhibition halls, there’s more to
the CeBIT than meets the eye.

“It’s not just exhibitors and trade stands,” says Katja
Havemeister from the Deutschen Messe AG in Hanover,
Germany. A large part of what makes up the CeBIT can be
found elsewhere on the fairgrounds.

That includes several special presentations, forums and lec-
tures in the framework of the programme. There are so many
events planned that visitors who don’t moderate themselves
will have no time for the exhibitors. Or visitors can look to
the Hanover Congress Centrum, which will be hosting an
event parallel to the CeBIT that reflects the future of media.

On March 14 and 15, the Global Digital Magazine Media
2.0 Conference will dedicate itself to the effects of digitisa-
tion on the media industry.

And for those who need to a break from the tech buzz: the
fairgrounds hold a varicty of options for those who can’t tell
a bit from a byte. The shopping areas between halls 19 and
23 as well as between 16 and 17 provide a chance to buy sou-
venirs from

That even includes things like cuckoo clocks, a big hit
with foreigners. This year will also mark the opening of a
model train store, as well as a store with handicrafts.

If even shopping is too much stress, there are more
relaxed time-outs available too. Thirty-five different culi-
nary companies vend their wares around the fairgrounds,
offering 12,500 seats in total. That doesn’t include 45 dif-
ferent snack stations, located in almost all of the halls

The fairgrounds may close at 6pm for visitors, but that
doesn't mean the lights go out right away: The trade fair's
organisers, Messe AG, report a variety of after-show events
in the congress rooms.

Many exhibitors also hold parties at their stands — by
invitation only, however. Those generally draw to a close
by 10pm. Afer all, there is also much preparation to be
done for the next morning. Not least for the army of jani-
torial staff, who bring the halls back into tip- top form for

CBIT

Jabali Thai widahef

the next day’s wave of visitors. — DPA

By Tob

AMING and video fans
Garc understandably
cager for this year's
CeBIT: the next generation of
graphics cards will be on dis-
play at the computer fair in
Hanover, ready to support the
DirectX 10 standard that is
integrated into Windows Vista.
The new graphics chips will
make even sharper images a
reality. Many hardware makers
are also redoubling their efforts
for more powerful graphics

hormann

A file photo of CeBIT 2006.

Next generation graphic cards at the show

solutions for laptops. “Graphic
chips from the new generation
are above all else of interest to
gamers,” says Carsten Spille,
cditor at the magazine PC
Games Hardware .

The introduction of Windows
Vista and the new DirectX10
graphics interface are intended
to make games much more
true-to-life.

“Things like light calcula-
tions and shading can be
depicted much more clearly.”
says Jens Neuschacfer from
graphic chip maker Nvidia.

Improved  processing  of
image data is also being aided
by a new version of the “uni-
fied shader” architecture,
allowing landscapes to be
drawn more realistically, says
Martin Grothe, a product man-
ager from Elitegroup in
Munich.

The Taiwanese graphic card
maker is using the CeBIT fair
to exhibit a model from the
Nvidia chip family, the
N8800GTX-768MX: as with
all cards with current Geforce-
8 processors, the card possess-

CeBIT: A celebration of tech

es 768 Megabytes of GDDR-3
memory with 1.8 Gigahertz of
processing power and a 575
megahertz chip.

Need your pixels to whiz
even faster? Overclocked chips
are probably the best option:
Asus is presenting a water-
cooled card at the CeBIT, the
EN8800 GTX, which manages
to milk roughly 11% more
power from the Nvidia chip.
That adds up to a 630
Megahertz processor with two
gigahertz of effective storage
space. — DPA

New laptops, mobiles
for special tasks

y Sven Appel

APTOPS now account for half of all computers sold. It’s
an surprising, then, that a variety of new laptops are set

'to be unveiled at the CeBIT computer trade fair in
Hanover.

One noticeable trend is devices tailored to the needs of spe
cific user groups. That includes especially light business mod-
cls as well as multimedia powerhouses and laptops for com-
puter gamers.

One element common to many of the machines at this year’s
CeBIT: laptops with integrated 3G modules that allow for
quick wireless access to the Internet. One such device is the
Lifebook P7230 from Fujitsu Siemens. The 1.3kg laptop with
built in DVD burner and camera for video telephony will be
able in stores after the fair for between 2,000 and 2,500 euros
(52600 to $3,248), reports press spokesman Lothar
Lechtenberg,

The Port’g’ R400 from Toshiba also has a Universal Mobile
Telecommunications System (UTMS) module. Thanks to the
HSDPA transfer process, the machine can hit download speeds
of 3.6 megabits per second, the manufacturer claims.

Yet the real distinguishing characteristic of the Intel Core
Duo Processor machine is a small added display on the front
side: it lets the user view the subject line of e-mails that the
computer automatically downloads, even when the display is
closed. This ‘edge display’ also depicts calendar items which
are kept current by the “ActiveNotifications” Windows fune
tion.

Michele Zwolinski, a Frankfurt-based analyst at the consult-
ing firm IDC, still does not see the laptops being shown at the
CeBIT fair as providing a jolt to the market: integrated UMTS
and cameras are not likely to have much of an effect on sales
numbers in Germany anyway. That’s because it is low prices,
not new technology, which has and will continue to be the key
to high sales figures.

Jens Uwe Behnke, product manager at Fujitsu-Sicmens, is a
bit more optimistic on this topic. He presumes that integrated
UMTS will soon also penetrate laptops in the consumer clas:
“Packages of this kind will start appearing in April and May.
Behnke says. Even if many laptops available at sales prices are
still coming with Pentium-M chips, it appears that the age of
single core processors is drawing to a close. CeBIT visitors
will primarily be seeing computers with double core proces
sors, be it Core Duo from Intel or Dual Core from AMD.

Among the most important new developments to be seen at
the CeBIT is a new chip set from Intel, claims Joerg Wirtgen.
Santa Rosa-the project’s working title-aims at making mobile
computers run more powerfully. It’s likely to work too — by a
few percentage points.

Whether that's enough to make a pcrccpllblc difference to
users remains to be seen, Wirtgen feels. —

New technology comes into play when games are on the line

By Jerri Stroud

NLINE gamers live or
die — in the virtual
world anyway — on their

ability to respond quickly to
opponents’ moves. While part
of that response depends on
reflexes, a gamer’s equipment
and the Internet can slow down
delivery of the response, cause
Jmery images or lose a player’s
altogether.

GameRa!l a new St Louis
company, has developed tech-
nology that can shave millisec-
onds off response time — also
called latency — by directly
connecting  Internet access
providers and the servers. The
technology also reduces jitter
and delivers signals — or data
packets — more reliably.

College  student  Dane
Johnston said GameRail tripled
the speed of his connections to
servers in St Louis, and signifi-
cantly cut the response time
with servers elsewhere.

“GameRail definitely sur-
prised me with how quickly
and effectively it fixed my
issues,” Johnston said.
GameRail, which has its head-
quarters  downtown and an
office in Maryland Heights,
Missouri, is the brainchild of
Blake Ashby, 42, and Darrell
Gentry, 33, two longtime tech-
nology entrepreneurs.

Genltry is an avid gamer who
has worked for years to
improve computer connections

Heights  Internet  service
provider, and Bob Guller, man-
aging member of the
Bandwidth
Buildings LLC in St Louis.

One investor and board mem-
ber is Mark Senda, the former
president of business telecom
provider Xspedius
Communications LLC in
O’Fallon, Missouri. Xspedius
was purchased this year by
Time Warner Telecom.

GameRail uses telecom
“hotels™ like the Bandwidth
Exchange Buildings to make
direct connections to Internet
service providers and game
servers. Telecommunications
and cable companies have
robust connections in these
hotels, which also may house
the servers that run the games.

GameRail routes the signals
over a nationwide fiber optic
network  operated by
Broadwing Corp, a Texas com-
pany. That means a signal goes
from a player’s Internet service
provider to the game server in a
single hop.

By contrast, most signals on
the Internet move from one car-
rier to the next, often travelling
a zigzag path to reach their des-
tination.

For example, it’s not unusual
for a signal from St Louis to
travel through Los Angeles or
New York before arriving in
Chicago.

“We get (a gamer’s signal)
before it hits the dirty Internet,”
Ashby said. “It allows their

used in games.
The venture, organised as
Progression LLC, is getting
support  from River City
Internet Group, a Maryland

skill to come through more.”
Ashby said GameRail can
shave 20 to 30 milliseconds off
the time needed for a signal to

Dane Johnston uses GameRail from his Lafayette Square apartment in St Louis, Missouri.

travel from a player to a game
server — a savings of 30% to 50
percent, sometimes more.

Dedicated gamers spend hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of dol-
lars on computers and gizmos
to speed up processing time,
Ashby said.

He doubts they’d blink at
$11.99 a month, the amount
GameRail plans to charge

when it completes beta testing
in a few months. The service
would rather than

Francisco Bay area, Seattle and
St Louis. “Gamers are very
"~ he

replace a customer's Internet
access provider.

Ashby said GameRail is
being cautious about rolling the
service out  commercially.
Initially, it will be available in
Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas, Los
Angeles, New York, the San

said. “They will know if we’ve
dropped the ball.” Senda said
he’s been impressed by
GameRail’s managers and is
knowledge of the gaming mar-
ket, which has exploded in
recent years.

“They understand what the

gamer is looking for,” said
Senda. Among the entrepre-
neurial groups he’s looked at,
“This is probably the most cre-
ative and mterestmg one that
I've come across.

Senda said he
GameRail to begin generating
revenue by summer, perhaps
sooner. — St Louis Post-
Dispatch /MCT

expects

Play back video clips on digital frames
HE digital picture frame from Braun Photo Technik shows
photos and plays back videos. The screen on the DigiFrame
8000 measures 20.32cm diagonally and provides 800 x 600 pixel
resolution, its manufacturer reports. A remote control is included
in the $229 retail price.

Camcorder with SD Storage Card
ANASONIC has released a new camcorder to store footage on
SD or SDHC cards. The SDR-S10 comes equipped with a ten-

times optical zoom and a USB 2.0 port, its manufacturer reports.
hen recording in 16:9 format, the camcorder provides a resolu-

tion of 350 000 pixels, which climbs to 400,000 pixels in 4:3. The

device will be available in stores starting in March for $429.

Two new projectors from Viewsonic
IEWSONIC is offering two new projectors. The PJ506D
offers 2000:1 contrast values, 800x600 pixel resolution and

2000 ANSI lumens of brightness, its maker reports. The device
weighs 2.7kg and costs $669. The 1.8kg PJ358 LCD projector is
even lighter. It offers resolution of 1024x768 pixels and possess-
es a USB port for reading in presentations stored on a USB stick.
It costs $999.

Fee-base subscription from Skype
KYPE is now offering a new fee-base subscription for Internet
telephony. It is called Skype Pro and costs $2 per month.
Skype Pro customers can call into various Dollarpean countries
for 3.9 cents plus VAT per call. Skype voicemail is also available
for free. — DPA

All that glitter
«s« A Japanese model
displays a Sony-Ericsson
mobile phone, which is
studded with diamonds,
ruby and sapphires in
Tokyo. The designer
instrument is valued at
3mn.

Buying a used Notebook
can be easy on pocket

By Stefanie Zenke

lot of money. Older devices are available for as little as
$200 to 300 and can provide years of reliable service. Yet
the question as to whether the purchase is worth it is largely deter-
mined by the intended use and the follow-on costs that can be
expected.
\';nu should therefore figure out beforehand what still works and
what might soon malfunction. A little luck doesn’t hurt either.

“It’s important to be clear about why you need the laptop in the
first place,” says Peter Leithacuser from Second Notebooks.de, a
Munich-based shop.

An old used laptop is more than enough for simple word pro-
cessing. Game freaks who rely on powerful up-to-date technology
will be “in a pickle” if they try to use an old device. The age of the
laptop isn’t necessary all that important when selecting a machine.

“It’s a question of how well cared-for it is,” Leithaeuser adds.
Key ingredients are few scratches and stains on the screen and a
working keyboard.

“Scratches on the casing can’t really be avoided, that’s part of
normal wear and tear,” explains Juergen Rink from Hanover-
based ¢’ magazine. Especially deep cracks may hint that the lap-
top was dropped, however.

Particularly in the hinges, where laptops are subjected to extra
strong stresses, the casing and cover must not show any cracks.
Buyers should have a look at the USB ports as well.

“They can be bent if someone forced a USB plug in there with
the wrong side up,” says Rink. The casing should be subject to a
thorough inspection as well: The battery ought to sit firmly in the
holder. Batteries lose their storage capacity wnh age, meaning that
you shouldn't expect much from an original battery on a five year
old laptop.

“You should check it out in advance if you can, but it’s not so
casy, and you have to be a bit lucky,” says Philipp Petrasch from
the ConCord-IT-Shop in Tuebingen. Buy a laptop with an unreli
able battery and you’ll be shelling out for a replacement battery
sooner rather than later — which often costs as much as the entire
rest of the computer. Yet persistent bargain hunters will also often
turn up new batteries at a low cost.

The follow-on cost for new batteries can be calculated, but
repair and replacement costs are much more difficult to peg, and
represent a key risk when buying a used laptop instead of a new
one. “That’s why you should take the time to try the device out,”
Leithaeuser advises

The safest bet is a model from a major brand name maker.
“There are always replacement parts around,” he says. It’s also a
better idea to buy used business models instead of consumer ones,
Petrasch recommends.

“Those devices are more expensive, but the differences in areas
like workmanship are enormous.”

The experts recommend against buying a computer from anoth-
er private person. Such purchases are quite mky because private
sellers are often not subject to guarantee law:

Depending on where you live, buying used ardware from retail
stores usually brings a guarantee with it. And regardless of the
legally stipulated guarantee, many dealers offer their own volun-
tary warranties that go above and beyond the legal mandates. “We
offer a one year guarantee on all devices,” Petrasch says. “Only
wear parts like batteries are excluded.”

s there are more risks associated with these types of purchas
es, consumers should gather as much information as possible
about the device. The risk averse should instead look for sales on
new laptops. They are a bit more expensive, but do bring a certain
peace of mind. - DPA

B UYING a used laptop instead of a new one can save you a

LG introduces Prada cell phone

house Prada. Like the iPhone recently introduced by Apple

‘Computer Inc, the Prada Phone has no keypad. Instead, the
user operates it by touching a screen. The phone will be available
for purchase in March for 600 euros. The tri-band cell phone also
is equipped with a camera with 2 million-pixel resolution.

The LCD display has a resolution of 400 x 200 pixels per inch,
which supports films in MPEG4 as well as the H.263 and the
H.264 formats.

The cell phone, which wclgh: 85g, also has an integrated MP3
player and a radio. — DPA

LG has introduced a cell phone designed for the fashion
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0600 Popcorn 0600 Gorillas From | 0600 The King Of 0630 Airline (Series 6) 0700 Iznogoud 0500 Eureka 0500 Top Gear 0630 Super 10
0700 Garden Invaders Heart Of Darkness Queens 0700 An Audience With | 0900 Mystery Science 0705 The Scalphunters | 0600 Kojak (2005) 0700 Raja Rajeswari
0730  Balamory 0700 In The Wombs 0630 The Simpsons Victoria Wood Theatre 0845 The Passage 0700 Stargate SG-1 0730 Malarum Mottum
0750 Tweenies Animals 0700 Seinfeld 0800 Under The 1030 Pop Rocks 1030 The Hawaiians 0800 Xena Warrior 0800 Ninaivugal
0810 Big Cook Little 0800 Spine Chillers 0730  Hollywood Hammer 1200 Avalanche 1240 Taras Bulba Princess 0830 Surya
Cook 0900 Planet Wild Squares 0900 Night And Day 0900 The Unit 0900 Bandhan
0830 Tikkabilla 0930 Amazing 0800 Friends 0930 Mission Wild 1000 Survivor Cook 0930 Nimmadhi
0900 Boogie Beebies Moments 0830 Cheers 1000 Upstairs Islands 1000 Chellamadi Nee
0915 Tweenies 1000 Crash Science 0900 Oprah Winfrey Downstairs. 1100 Beauty And The Enakku
0935 Balamory 1100 Naked Science Show 1100 Home To Roost Beast 1030 Sorgam
0955 Teletubbies 1200 Is It Real S2 1000  Miami Vice (Series 4) 1200 Prison Break 1100 Afternoon Bullettin
1020  Fimbles 1100 Still Standing 1130  Emmerdale 1130 Movie: Pavithra
1040 Big Cook Little 1130  Frasier 1200 Coronation Street
Cook 1200 Life With Bonnie 1230 Day One The
1100 Changing Rooms 1230 Rodney Shadowmaker
1130 Tony And Giorgio
1200 Ground Force
1230 Garden Invaders
1300 Model Gardens 1300 Mad Labs 1300 Oprah Winfrey 1430  Airline (Series 6) 1330  Surviving 1440 One Woman's 1300 Ugly Betty 1400 Santhipoma
1330 The Abyss 1330 | Didn’t Know That Show 1500 Inspector Morse Christmas Courage 1400 Desperate 1430 Kuttys Choice
v 1430 Keeping Up 1400 Baby Catchers Of | 1400 Fashion House (Series 2) 1500 Mystery Science 1610  White Lightning Housewives 1500 My Dear Bootham
Appearances The Amazon 1500 General Hospital 1700 The Gentle Touch Theatre 1750  Smile 1500 Xena Warrior 1530 Muhurtham
1500 My Dad's The 1500  Killer Leopard 1600 Desperate (Series 4) 1630  Pop Rocks Princess 1600 Evening News
m Prime Minister 1600 Crash Science Housewives 1800 Upstairs 1830 The Motorcycle 1600 The Unit Headlines
1530 My Hero 1700 Naked Science 1700 Baywatch Downstairs Diaries 1700  Kojak (2005) 1603 Kasturi
1600 Our Mutual Friend| 1800 NG's Taboo 1800 The Simpsons 1800 Stargate SG-1 1630 Anandham
: 1700  Popcorn 1830 Cheers 1700 Malargal
1800 Big Strong Boys 1730 Evening News
1830 Changing Rooms 1800 Anjali
- 1830 Kolangal
b 1900 Cash In The Attic 1900 Microkillers 1900 Friends 1900 In Loving Memory | 2100 Moscow Heat 1940 Ghoulies 1900 Criminal Minds 1900 Arasi
1930 Small Town 2000 Crash Science 1930 Seinfeld (Series 3) 2300 Ray 2100 Sour Grapes 2000 Windfall 1930 Lakshmi
Gardens 2100 Naked Science 2000 Falcon Beach 1930 Emmerdale 0200 Monster 2001 2225 The Voyage 2100 Friday Night Lights | 2000 Surya
v 2000 My Dad's The 2200 NG's Taboo 2100 Fashion House 2000 Coronation Street | 0400 Alien Siege 0005 Where The River | 2200 C.S.I. Miami 2030 Putham Pudhusu
Prime Minister 2300 Microkillers 2200 NCIS 2030  Chiller Runs Black 2300 Monster Garage 2100 News In Tamil
— 2030 My Hero 0000 Mad Labs 2300 Seinfeld 2130 Boon (Series 2) 0140  Give Me Your Life | 0000 The Unit 2200 Thirai Masala
2100 APlace In France | 0030 | Didn't Know That | 2330 Friends 2230 Marry Me 0310 Blood Games 0100 Prison Break 0300 News In Tamil
2200 Final Demand 0100 Baby Catchers Of [ 0000 Falcon Beach (Series 2) 0200 Criminal Minds 0330 Putham Pudhusu
J 2300 Absolute Power The Amazon 0100 Fashion House 2300 Inspector Morse 0300 Windfall 0400 Mangayar Choice
2330 The Smoking 0200 Killer Leopard (Series 2) 0400 Friday Night Lights
Room 0100 The Gentle Touch
0000 The Kumars At (Series 4)
Number 42 0200 Upstairs
Downstairs

NB

| KTV

7om 0 Sam C oniozom gam o 19m 7om 10 Gam  onio7om | aam o Tpm

o 0700 Today’s Business | 0600 Sky News On The 0600 Pradhana Varthakal | 0610 WWS Sky Shop 0730  Bottle Top Bill 0700 Song Sequence 0700 Ningalude Choice
0800 Squawk Box Hour 0605 Tharavisesham 0625 V Trailers 0745  Lunar Jim 0730 Movie: Thaat Bhoot | 0730 Ammayiachan
Europe 0630 CBS News 0630 Movie: 0630 lItihaas 0800 Barney Thanjavoor Urangatha Veedu
- 1100 Worldwide 0700  Sky World News gggg \nAA/;Anlghada 1025 V Trailers 0830 Blues Clues 1000 Song Sequence 0800 Film Express
Exchange 0730 Review & 1030 Asianet Varthakal 1030 Anjaam 0900 Connie The Cow [ 1030 Movie: Sabapathy | 0830 Music Moments
Business 1100 Movie 0915 Pingu 0900 Aanandam
[7.] 0800 Sky World News 0930 Dora The Explorer 0930 Chechi
0830 Review & 1000 Thomas & Friends 1000 Kolangal
Business 1015 Postman Pat 1030 News
b 0900  Sunrise NO TRANSMISSION 1030  Bottle Top Bill 1045 Movie:
1200 Sky News Today 1045 Lunar Jim Uppukandam
: 1100 A House That's Brothers
Just Like Yours
1130 Hi5
w 1200 Tracey Mcbean
1230 Danny Phantom
— 1300 Power Lunch 1500 Lunchtime Live | 1500 Holy Qur'an 1330 5 Star Thattukada 1400 King of Comedy 1300 Yakkity Yak 1300 Song Sequence 1330 Comedy Time
Europe With Kay Burley | 1530 Garfield 1355 Cookery Show 1430 Kyaa Kool Hai 1330 Hey Arnold 1330 Movie: 1400 Venal Mazha
o 1400 US CNBC Squawk| 1700 Sky News Today | 1600 Marspilami 1400 Valkannadi Hum 1400 Spongebob Dhinandhorum 1430 Hai Kids
Box 1630 glay With Me 1500 Mahatma Gandhi 1800 Sabse Bada Squarepants 1600 Karuppu Vellai 1500 Kutties Choice
1600 Squawk On The D b T calony/. Khiladi 1430 Al Grown Up 1630 Thirai Minnalgal 1530 News
P Street 1845 Genesis 1525 Swantham 1500 Tracey Mcbean 1700 Andrum Indrum 1600 Neelakurinji
1700 US Morning Call Suryaputhri 1530 Danny Phantom | 1730 Movie: Kaadhal 1630 Manassariyadhe
1800 European Closing 1555 Munshi 1600 Blues Clues Parisu 1700 Kanakkinavu
Bell 1600 News Time 1630 Dora The Explorer 1730 Prayanam
1630 Malayogam 1700 Barney 1800 Kalyanee
1800 Samadooram 1800 Fraggle Rock
1830 Jungle Run
1830 Dany the Mandrake 9
2000 US PowerLunch | 2000 Live At Five 1945 Maybe 1900 Swami Ayyappan | 2130 King of Comedy 1900 Darcy's Wild Life | 2000 Sirippu Vedigal 1900 Kayamkulam
2100 Europe Tonight 2130 Sportsline 2000 This Time 1930 Sanmanassullavarkku | 2200 Telemart English 1930 Unfabulous 2030 Movie: Soorakkottai Kochunni
2130  Street Signs 2200 The Sky Report 2015 World Game Samadhanam Guru 2000 My Parents Are Singakutti 1930 Bharyamar
2200 US Closing Bell | 2300 World News 2130 Law and Order 1955 DSF Update 2215 V Trailers Aliens 2300 Song
2200 English News 2000 Asianet Varthakal
0000 The Tonight Show Tonight 2215 Feature Film 2030 Munshi 2220 Deedar 2030 Tracey Mchean 0200 News 2000 Comedy Time
With Jay Leno 0000 Nine O'clock 0000 Transmission of Al- | 2035 Gulf Roundup 0200 V Trailers 2100 Danny Phantom 0230 Song Sequence 2030 News
0045 Late Night With News Jazeera Channel 2105 5 Star Thattukada 0205 Beqabu 2130 Yakkity Yak 0430 Movie 2100 DSF Hungama
Conan OBrien 0030 Sky News 2135 SIB Quiz 2200 Hey Arnold Fungama
0130 NBC Nightly News | 0100 Sky News At Ten 2200 Gulf Varthakal 2230 Spongebob 2130 Campus Choice
0200 Pokerheaven.Com| 0130 Sportsline 2230 Star Singer Squarepants 2200 Film Express
Online Series Of | 0200 Sky News Tonight 2330 Amma Manassu 2300 All Grown Up 2230 Tharikita
Poker 9000 Xing Tong 2330 Blues Clues 2300 Cookery
manass 0000 Dora The Explorer
0100 S::madha"a:‘{?vm 0030 Thomas & Friends All programmes are
0130 News Hour 0045 Postman Pat subject to change
——Inroruanon ——— I T

Fajr  4.37am, Shorooq (sunrise) 5.53am,
Zuhr (noon) 11.45am Asr (afternoon)

3.07pm, Maghveb (sunsel) 5.39pm, Isha
(night) 7.09pm.
Doxa Zoo
Open from 8am to 12 noon and 2.30pm to
7pm daily. Tuesdays are reserved for women.
Friday for general public in the afternoon only.
Consumer CompLAINTS

Tel: 4408555

Hoseimas
Visiting Hours:

Hamad General Hospital, Women’s
Hospital and Rumaillah Hospital 6am to
7.30am, 4pm to 8pm.

Is drinking a problem for you or
someone you love?
Call Alcoholics Anonymous: 5605901

Lavest Dup, Vineo ReLenses

ENGLISH: Unknown (Jim Caviezel, Greg

Kinnear); Saw (Shawnee Amith, Bahar
Soomekh); Pokemon: Destiny Deoxy’s,

(David Hewlett, Andrew Miller); Wicker
Man (Nicholas Cage): King Maker(Gary
Stretch, John Rhys-Davies); Wicker Mat
(Nicholas Cage); Find Me Guilty (Vin
Diesel); Akeelah & The Bee (Keke
Palmer, Laurence Fishburne); Black Hole
(Judd Nelson, Kristy Swanson); Slither
(Nathan Fillion, Michael Rooker); Bailey’s
Billion (Jackie Burroughs); Seven Swords;
Basic Instinct 2 (Sharon Stone); Tamara
(Jeena Dewan, Katie Stuart).
HINDI: Bhagam Bhag (Govinda); Dhoom
2 (Hrithik Roshan); Jaana (Rajesh
Khanna, Zeenat Aman); Kabhie Alvida
Na Kehna (Shahrukh Khan); Kudiyon Ka
Zamana (Rekha); | See You (Arjun
Rampal); Aryan (Sohail Khan, Sneha
UIIaI) Baabul (Rani Mukheriji); Dil Diya
Hai (Emraan Hashmi, Geeta Basra)
Vivah (Shahid Kapoor Amrita Rao);
Umrao Jaan (Aishwarya Rai, Abishek
Bachchan); Apna Sapna Money Money
(Jackie Shroff, Sunil Shetty); Unns
(Sanjay Kapoor); Rehguzar (Jimmy
Shergil, Salloni); Don (Sharukh Khan).
ARABIC: Emarat Yacoubian; Alemniel
Hobb; Oreed Kholaan; Dars Khsousy; Zarf
Tarek; Ghaway Hob; Malesh Ahna
Bentbahdel.
(Information courtesy: Q-Mart Audio
Video at The Mall).

Women's (Rumaillah) . . .
HMC (Emergency) .
Veterinary. . . .
Water & Electricity .

Flight Inquiries
Doha Seaport

Ship Phone Service .
Ministry of Interior main

switchboard . .............. 4330000
Public Department for passports,

nationality and residence . . ... 4882882
Capital Security Department.. . . 4444420

Criminal Information
Department . . ..
Boundaries and Coasts

Security ...l
Civil Defence Department . . ..
Public Relations Department. . .
Rescue Service

ARIES (Mar 21- April 20): Try not to
skirt issues if you think you'll hurt
someone’s feelings. Get busy putting
your place in order. You will have
good ideas for home improvement
projects.

44
TAURUS (April 21-May 21):  Your
contributions will be "valued and
helpful. It might be time for you to take
a quantum leap from one career to
another. You can make financial
gains through your unique and
creative approach to business.

44
GEMINI (May 22-June 21): You
must watch your tendency to spend
whatever you make. You will need to
take a look at the renovations that are
necessary and try to find the
cheapest way to get things done.
Social activities or travel should be in
your plans.

PR
CANCER (June 22-July 22): Tryto
address the real issues in order to
tum things around. You may not see
your situation clearly. You will be
appreciated for the competence you
exhibit and for taking on
responsibilities.

4+
LEO (July 23-August 22): Look into
the cost factor, but don't try to get
backing yet. Limitations with females
could lead to unfortunate
circumstances. You may find a rare
antique today.

4+
VIRGO (August ZSSeplember 23):
Satisfy your passionate mood. Al
your energy should be directed into
moneymaking opportunities. You can
make personal changes that will
enhance your appearance and bring
you greater popularity.

4+
LIBRA (September 24-October 23):
Ask family members for help and you
will be able to complete the projects
more quickly. You may want to stay in
the background today. You must get
outand mingle.

4+
SCORPIO (October 24- November
22):  You could find yourself caught
in a one sided relationship. Try to
curb your tongue and let others at
least get a word in. You have your
own family to consider as well. Go
after your professional goals.

44+

SAGITTARIUS (November 23-
December 21): Your best efforts will
come through making changes in
your home. You should not be
concerned with co-workers who insist
on spreading rumours. Use discretion
in your dealings and refrain from
making verbal promises of any kind.

4+
CAPRICORN  (December 22.-
January 20): Don't overdo it. You
need to enjoy yourself. Avoid any
gossip and be careful that you aren't
misinterpreted. Your creative input
will be appreciated by your boss.

4+
AQUARIUS (January 21-February
19): Entertainment should include
your whole family. Monitor your
budget carefully to avoid unnecessary
stress. Accept the inevitable.

4+
PISCES (February 20-March 20):
You may find that your generosity has
been taken for granted. Exercise your
talents and present your ideas to
groups you think you can contribute
to. Put some energy into getting back
into shape. Listen to reason.
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Chiefs climb to top

Ricky Wilson

IKA has finally been
toppled from the sun
mit of the Britain’s

singles chart. Ruby, the first
UK chart-topper for Kaiser
Chiefs, had held the runner-up
spot for the past two weeks on
download sales alone. It was a
hot favourite to surge past
Mika when the CD single
became available in record
shops. But Ricky Wilson, the
band’s lead singer and front-
man, would not take anything
for granted.

“There were no celebrations
until we were confirmed at
No.1,” he said. “I don’t know
how important it really is to top
the chart but I do know it will
look good on our discography.”

The Leeds-based quintet
could enjoy a double celebra-
tion next week.

Their second album, Yours
Truly, Angry Mob, released last
week, looks almost certain to

surpass the No.2 position
reached in 2005 by Employ
ment, their Mercury Music
Prize-nominated debut album.

“We weren’t certain how our
fans would react to the songs
on our new album,” Ricky
admitted. “They still have sin-
galong choruses and what 1
hope are incisive lyrics but
we're definitely angrier on the
new songs. We say what we
think about a few things. This
is something we didn’t tend to
do on our first album.”

Ricky has also been saying
what he thinks about a few
people, though usually in
response to comments made
about Kaiser Chiefs.

“One of the things about our
becoming a major band on the
British music scene is that
we’re now a target for others
who are usually not so success-
ful. There isn’t much point in
these people slagging off less

well-known artistes because
their remarks wouldn’t get into
the papers. Consequently,
they’ve had a go at us, Ricky
says.

“Most of what has been said
doesn’t bother me. If you do
reply, it just gives more column
inches to those who made the
original remark. But there have
been one or two things recently
which couldn’t be left unan-
swered.”

Despite the enormous popu-
larity of Ruby, Ricky refuses to
divulge too much information
about the song. He has given
multiple answers to the ques
tion of whether Ruby is a real
person or a figment of his
imagination.

“It’s often nice to leave a lit-
tle mystery. But no, the song is
not about a real person. It con-
tains elements from relation-
ships with a number of peo-
ple,” points out Ricky.

Joel Gibb to take
break from music

ANADIAN indie band The Hidden Cam-

eras will be inactive for the foreseeable
future. Founder-member, guitarist, singer,
songwriter and producer Joel Gibb has decided
to take a break from music. An artist as well as
a musician, Joel intends to concentrate
on his artistic endeavours. He is current-
ly showing felt banners, collages and
watercolours at Sunday, a contemporary
art gallery in New York. Collected under
the title Rise Up Thou Earth, it is Joel’s
first solo_exhibition. Despite displaying
his work in New York, Joel plans to fur-
ther his career in the art world by mov-
ing to London.

EFORMED US rockers Dinosaur Jr.

ave placed two tracks from their

upcoming album in media player at
www.myspace.com/dinosaurjr. Almosi Ready
and Been There All The Timeare the new songs.
They are accompanied by two old favourites,
Freak Scene and Just Like Heaven.

HERE is much to enjoy on the Internet for
fans of Northern Irish indie trio Ash. The
band will return this summer with their fifth

Joel Gibb

studio album, their first new material since
Meltdown in 2004. One of the album tracks, /
Started A Fire, is being offered as a free digital
download at www. myfreedownload.co.uk/ash.
Another song, No Place To Hide, is
available  for  free  download from
Www.myspace.com/ash.

RMER Ash guitarist Charlotte Hatherley

is currently on tour promoting her second
solo album, The Deep Blue. The album was ini-
tially promoted with a four-track EP, Behave.
Videos for her new single and Behave can be
viewed at www.myspace.com /charlottehather-
leyofficial
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Above: Daniel Day-Lewis and Leonardo DiCaprio in

Gangs of New York.

Right: Martin Scorcese directs DiCaprio and Matt
Damon in the Oscar-winning The Departed. Both
projects were produced by Graham King.

Gwen Stefani and DiCaprio in The Aviator.

‘King’-pin in Hollywood

By Craig McLean in London

HO is Graham King? “I'm a film

s&/ producer. How do you define a

film producer? Wow .. my job is

to find screenplays, books, articles, and

develop those into shooting scripts. Hire

the actors, the director — sometimes even
finance the movies.”

He's involved all the way through over-
seeing the day-to-day running of the shoot
of the film, overseeing the post-production,
the release of the movie, the marketing
campaigns, trailers. “And trying to get the
talent to do publicity, which is never casy.
So really my job is, from start to finish
everything.”

King is the 45-year-old son of a hair-
dresser and a cabbie from Cockfosters, at
the northern end of the Piccadilly line. He's
the founder of the Initial Entertainment
Group, a Los Angeles-based production
company.

1EG is a small outfit, employing 15 peo-
ple. But by the CEO's estimation they've
garnered 38 Oscar nominations in four
years. Having previously set up Leonardo
DiCaprio's production company, Appian
Way, King has also formed another with
Johnny Depp, called Infinitum Nihil.

“Graham's got terrific taste,” says Matt
Damon. “He's always trying to line himself
up with people that he thinks are good. And
he's producing good movies because of it.
On The Departed, he was there on set
every day. Nobody is overbearing on one
of Marty’s (Scorsese) sets. It’s very clear
that we're all there working for Marty.

“It’s a very deferential environment. But
Graham's done so many things with Marty

now that he definitely has his ear, so if he
has a suggestion, he’s not shy about giving
i

Scorsese says that King is different from
other producers, insofar as his presence
during filming is less about keeping a fidg-
ety, money man's eye on budgets and
schedules. “I find him a comforting figure
on the set," says the director. “Unlike some
people in the past, who were alarming.”

It was King who raised the money to
enable Scorsese to make his long-cher-
ished Gangs of New York, who financed
DiCaprio's own pet project, the Howard
Hughes biopic The Aviator, and who
helped get Scorsese on board to direct after
Michael Mann bailed out (the Miami Vice
director didn't fancy another biopic after
Ali —also a King movie).

It was King who rescued Steven Soder-
bergh's Traffic after Harrison Ford pulled
out, and who helped DiCaprio move
beyond his Titanic-era dreamboat status to
become one of the greatest movie stars of
the times.

DiCaprio is brilliant as an undercover
cop in The Departed.. He's equally believ -
able in recent release Blood Diamond, in
which he plays a Zimbabwean ex-merce-
nary on the trail of a fabulous pink dia-
mond in war-torn Sierra Leone. (King was
a producer on that $100mn movie, t00.)

When Scorcese finally triumphed at the
Oscars this year for The Departed, it was
as much of an achievement for his produc-
er. That's Graham King, the most powerful
Brit in Hollywood.

He's a big, broad guy, dressed in smart-
casual black. A resident of Malibu, he has
the Californian colouring and the confident

air of a man who has been working in Hol-
Iywood for 25 years.

He possesses the staccato spiel of a sea-
soned salesman. He started out in a lowly
job in international sales at Fox television,
when the company flogged shows such as
Starsky and Hutch, M*A*S*H and Dynasty
all round the world.

On leaving school he considered going
to college to study economics and comput-
er science. But in 1981, when he was 19,
he followed his mum out to LA. She had
sold her hairdressing businesses and emi-
grated after splitting with his dad.

He enrolled at UCLA, taking the sub-
jects he’d planned to study in Britain. But
after a few months he landed a three-week
temping job at Fox, working in the interna-
tional television distribution department,
dispatching copies of shows to buyers
abroad.

Already King was thinking that he’d
found his calling. “I loved the business, the
industry, I loved Hollywood.”

One day, Bill Saunders, Fox’s president
of international TV sales, ponced a ciga-
rette off a kid in the temping pool. “All
right, take one,” replied King. “I'm sure
you can afford ‘em more than I can, but
take one.”

Saunders, another Englishman, who had
worked his way up from the postroom at
Fox in London, noticed the youngster’s
accent, and his pluck. The next day he
called King to his office and offered him a
permanent job.

He stayed for seven years, mentored by
Saunders, learning the art of selling. But
with Saunders due to retire, King wanted to
move on, 100.

Displaying the chutzpah that had taken
him to LA in the first place, King decided
10 escape the corporate world.

Now, King is renowned in Hollywood
for his ability to come up with fantastical
sums of money to make punishingly

Lyne. He’s long wanted to make a film in
Britain but is frustrated by the parochial
attitude.

But King is putting his money where his
mouth is and, finally, making a British
film. He talks of a *fabulous script he is

expensive movies, lling films to
distributors on the strength of their scripts
alone.

Things started with a bang in 1999 when
Scorsese couldn’t find a backer for his
Gangs of New York script — “because,”
says King, “the studios were looking at a
budget of around $90mn, $95mn. And a
period piece which, with Marty, usually
means a 2hr 40 minute movie.”

King fronted $65mn. But Gangs of New
York became an infamously tortuous shoot,
taking three years to make.

In that period King also greenlit A/i and
Traffic — he had become friends and shared
an office with Catherine Zeta-Jones, in part
through expat kinship, after the Welsh
actress relocated to LA.

Traffic was a financial and artistic tri-
umph — King savvily held off selling it
until the drugs drama had won four Oscars.
But he did lose money on A/i. He thinks the
movie failed because it was too long; the
public wasn’t ready to buy Will Smith as
living legend Mohamed Ali (although he
was Oscar-nominated for the role).

King has plenty more on his plate. He
and Johnny Depp will start shooting the
Indian-set drugs’n’criminals epic Shan-
taram later this year. He’s in post-produc-
tion on two Nicolas Cage actioners, Next
and Bangkok Dangerous.

He’s working on an American gangster
film with Fatal Attraction director Adrian

with Os ing writer-
actor-director Julian Fellowes (Gosford
Park). He couldn’t go into much detail but
said that it was about the young Queen Vie-
toria.

King’s top-to-bottom understanding of
his projects is evident, Fellowes thinks, in
his choice of director for The Young Victo-
ria: a young French-Canadian director

named Jean-Marc Vallee. “That’s
very creative, a lateral-think -
ing appointment of a p

brilliant filmmak-
er. He's one

o

Producer
Graham
King with
the Oscar
for Best
Picture for
The Departed
at this year’s
Academy
Awards
ceremony.

of those giant Hollywood people who can

start a project just by being interested in it.

So it seems to me extremely good news for

Britain that he’s interested in making a film
e.”

In 2005 he won the Best Picture Bafta
and Golden Globe for The Aviator, but
Scorsese missed out on Best Director. “I'd
never won anything in my life other than
on a lottery ticket. So there I am, up on
stage — and Marty wasn’t winning. That
was a really hard pill for me to swallow.”

King has other dreams for perhaps the
greatest living director.

“I would love to make a movie that
Marty would star in. He's been in movies,
and he did the voice in Shark Tale. But I
think he’s just a personality all of his own.
He’s bigger than the movie stars some-
times!”

If anyone could
make that happen,
it’s Graham King
from north Lon-
don. — Guardian
News & Media
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Fill in the grid so that every
row, every column, and every
3x3 box contains the digits 1

through 9.

Yesterday’s solution

—_—

KL 1 ' 1
|LIE] 141 This puzzle is taken
r i from The Sudoku 1 1
] Book: An i i
0O 1 10 Sudoku with 101 1
I = puzzles, by Sam
i Griffiths-Jones (RRP:
I IR £5.99, Harriman B9
Fi House). Visit www.dai- ' \
T i 1 Iysudoku.com for a i
| : daily graded puzzle,
JIL online Sudoku ' 1
1 resources and links.
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ACROSS

CRYPTIC CLUES

DOUBLE CROSSWORD

DOWN ACROSS

18. Impute (7)

1. Chopping up the garlic with
apathy (9)

8. He’s involved when there’s
madcap mischief around (3)

9. Does he count the score for
all but the nineteenth hole? (11)
11 Head’s quiet retreat (7)

12. Wide on top? (5)

13. An impressive month (6)
15. Plays for time in the theatre

17. 1t may be perfect (5)
18. Free to make a speech (7)
20. What is left (1)

22. Look both ways (3)

23. Prevents a head-on collision
when its speed’s out of control
(4-5)

2. Part of a week-end supplement
3

3. A pound to one the hermit will
be (5)

4. Pleased about getting in - but
didn’t look it! (6)

5. Assemble for prayer (7)

6. The best side of a club (5.6)

7. A Paris rep., perhaps, who
fixes the prices (9)

10. See me cringe from such
crises (1)

11. Proverbially made perfect (9)
14. Observes the intrusion and is
furious (7)

16. Dead or possibly idolised (6)
19. Louts break up the plant (5)
21. Cover that may go off with a
bang (3)

1. Uneven (9)
8. Muzzle (3)

9. Conciliation (5-6)
11. Unfamiliar (7)

12. Guide (5)
13. Madness (6)
15. Hinder (6)
17. Pure (5)

5. Republication (7)
20. Scholastic (11) 6. Total (11)

2. Leaders (3) 7. Unawareness (
23. Setup (9) 10. Disposition (11)
11. Choosy (9)
DOWN 14. Eat (7)
2. Regret (3) 16. Empty (6)
3. Immature (5) 19. Scale (5)
4. Foliage (6) 21. Donkey (3)

Yesterday’s solutions

QUICK

Across: 7 Opaque; 8 Sadden;
10 Sharpen; 11 Nurse; 12
Sulk; 13 Breed; 17 Pause; 18
Just; 22 Trait; 23 Outlast; 24
Mettle; 25 Artist.

Down: | Possess; 2 Manacle;
3 Jumpy; 4 Saunter; 5 Adorn;
6 Under; 9 Intrusion; 14
Earthly: 15 Lunatic; 16
Statuté; 19 Stump; 20 Faith;
21 Stark.

CRYPTIC

Across: 7 Putrid; 8 Come in;
10 Riposte; 11 Leave; 12 Tuna;
13 Board; 17 Scrap; 18 Room;
22 Acute; 23 Dissent; 24
Crofts; 25 Piquet.

Down: 1 Spirits; 2 Stipend; 3
First; 4 Bowlers; 5 Cedar; 6
Under; 9 Memoranda; 14
Accents; 15 Cover up; 16
Imitate; 19 Watch; 20 Out of;
21 Astir.




